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Captain’s Letter

I was lucky enough to be on the Christies mailing list and 
receive the beautifully-produced catalogue for their sale 

of the Patiño collection on the 30th of May. Estimates ranged 
from £100 to £300,000 for the Sir John Lavery painting of North 
Berwick; my interest was in just five or so lots, which I noted 
and showed to Gillian. I was unable to attend the auction and 
went off to work as usual and quite forgot about it until Gillian 
phoned quite late in the day and informed me that we were now 
collectors of golfing bronzes! Even better news was the hammer 
prices at more or less half the estimates. I shall be happy to show 
off the treasure when you are next visiting Gullane.

In my first letter I mentioned the travelling which is actually an 
enjoyable part of the Captaincy, and in June, arrived at Walton 
Heath to take part in the unique hickory match playing three 
ball sixsomes, between ourselves, the R & A and WHGC. The 
weather relented; the golf was excellent; and the hospitality 
superb. The event was wonderfully organised by our President, 
who, with Juliet, provided my accommodation, for which I 
again give my great thanks. 

The Silver Jubilee celebrations continued with a heavily over-
subscribed two days at St Andrews organised by three of our 
founder members, past captains Peter Crabtree, Tim Smartt 
and Philip Truett. The details are recorded later in this issue by 
our Editor, but I must add my personal thanks to Peter, Tim & 
Philip whilst not forgetting the assistance afforded by Secretary 
Bob Fletcher. I have had many phone calls and the odd letter 
saying how much they enjoyed the whole experience – well 
done our founder fathers.

My travels continued when I journeyed to Lund for the 
Swedish Hickory Championship.  This was an excellent event 
with a massive entry, organised by BGCS members, Pehr 
Thermanius and Jorgen Linse. They really love their hickories 
in Sweden. Magnus Persson, a former Tour Professional won 
the Championship; I think your Captain was runner-up in the 
Veterans Section! Our other UK entrant was Ron Beatt who 
acquitted himself well, just out of the prizes. This was a most 
enjoyable event and I urge committed hickory players to give 
Sweden a try next year.

Those who like to play with modern clubs got the opportunity 
at the Open Championship meeting held over Fleetwood. We 
all enjoyed this excellent links course and I was particularly 
impressed by the incredible hospitality of the Captain and offi-
cials at the Club, which included meeting and greeting parties 
for both ladies and gentlemen, and even extended to providing 
an official starter and after-dinner speaker. Full marks to John 
Pearson for organising such a good day.

As this article goes to press we have had the sad news of the 
death of Ralph Livingston, after a long illness, bravely borne. 
Ralph was one of the great pioneers of the hickory revival, a 
regular attendee at our UK events, and a significant contributor 
to the literature of golf. Above all he was a lovely man. Our 
condolences go to Krista.

David Kirkwood
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Society news

Society News

Murdoch Medal awarded to Pat Colledge

David Kirkwood presented Pat 
Colledge with the 2012 Murdoch 
medal at the informal dinner on 
Wednesday, the 27th of July, in the 
Links Clubhouse, St Andrews, during 
the Society’s Silver Jubilee celebrations. 
  The Murdoch Medal is the Society’s 
premier award, recognising a 
significant contribution to the history 
and heritage of golf over the preceding 
year. It is often, though not exclusively, 
given to the member who has written 
an outstanding book that adds to our 
understanding of golf heritage; in some 
years the award is not made. 

Pat’s contribution is through his 
authorship of the history marking the 
250th anniversary of the venerable 
Bruntsfield Links Golfing Society, 
founded in 1761 – a publication 
that marked the highest standards 
of research, authorship, design and 
production. 

Pat was born in Dumfries, educated 
at Dumfries Academy, worked as 
a Chartered Accountant in the 
Edinburgh area and was a good 
enough golfer in his youth to represent 
Scotland in the Boy’s International 
matches against England in 1946 and 
1947. He is a long-standing member 
of Mortonhall Golf Club, and had 
two spells as Captain, including the 
Club’s centenary year in 1992, when 
he not only wrote that club’s centenary 
history, but welcomed the BGCS for an 
early hickory match. 

David Kirkwood presents Pat Colledge with the 2012 Murdoch Medal

Pat inspects proofs of the book with the designer, BGCS member, Chic Harper. It was 
heartening that such high standards of design and colour print are still available locally
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events

Through the green
John Hanna appointed new Editor of this magazine

Centenary Hickory match at Cooden Beach GC

The Society took part in the 
celebrations to mark the centenary 

of Cooden Beach Golf Club on 
Wednesday, the 13th of June, the very 
date the Club had been opened 100 
years previously. Although there were 
occasional short showers, we were 
spared the inclement weather of the 
previous week, and most of the day 
was spent in bright sunshine, albeit 
with a firm breeze off the sea. This 
was a challenging design commission 
for Herbert Fowler, for, in addition to 
the expected linksland beside the sea, 

there were extensive ponds and reed 
beds that very much come into play 
– similar in some ways to the inland 
holes at Falsterbo, Sweden, where we 
played the Hickory Grail match in 2009. 
BGCS supplied spare sets of hickories 
and the home side gamely took on the 
challenge of antique club technology. 
We need not have worried, for they ran 
out convincing winners in the match, 
which was decided on a holes-up basis.    
As we sipped our post-match drinks on 
the terrace, we inveigled one of their 
teenage Club champions to have a go 

with a particularly cumbersome driver; 
needless to say, he creamed it a cool 250 
or so yards, although he did have the 
decency to remark that ‘the clubhead 
took a bit of waiting for’. 

The party then ascended to Cooden’s 
dining room, where we were welcomed 
by the Captain, Chris Rowsell, to 
an excellent meal, followed by an 
interesting show and tell session. Many 
thanks to John Hawkins for his usual 
excellent organisation, and for much 
preparation by Club member John 
Wilson.

The Committee has asked John 
Hanna to take over as the new 

Editor of Through the Green, after the 
retirement of John Pearson at the end 
of this year. A retired academic, living 
in Hillsborough, County Down, John 
has a long interest in golf heritage, has 
been a member of the Society since 
1988 and a regular contributor to this 
magazine since that time. Unusually, 
two of his articles were included in the 
Jubilee Anthology published in June – 
each written in the 1990s on collecting 
areas close to his heart: Northern Irish 
memorabila and commemorative china. 
John has documented extensively, the 
history of organised golf in Ireland, 
through his regular column ‘Irish 
Musings’, for which he was awarded the 
President’s Medal in 1999. 
   John was Captain of the Society in 
2006–2008 and hosted a memorable 
Captain’s week in Northern Ireland, 
in which we endured adverse climatic 
conditions at the two Royals County 
Down and Portrush. The  members 
visited John and Mavis’s lovely home 

after County Down and the TTG 
chronicler recalled him dodging 
the rain in order to tend the 
barbecue, while the company 
relaxed in front of a televised 
World Cup match ‘drinking his 
beer and fingering his extensive 
collection’. 
   John has been a member of 
Malone Golf Club since he was 
a boy, was Captain in 1989 and 
wrote the centenary history of 
the Club in 1995. More recently, 
he joined forces with fellow 
alumni Brendan Cashell and John 
Neill, to write Queen’s Men with 
a Common Interest in Golf, the 
history of the Queen’s University 
Golfing Society. He was also, in 
2002, author of Golf Greens in Ireland: 
a Nostalgic Look, very much based on 
postcards from his own collection, 
with a background history of each club 
featured. 
   John was an early supporter of the 
golf heritage movement in continental 
Europe and an early member of 

the European Association of Golf 
Historians and Collectors, serving as 
President in 2010–2011. 
   He is also a keen hickory player, 
currently off a handicap of eight, 
appears regularly on the circuit, and has 
played in a number of Hickory Grail 
matches

John Hanna
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People and Things

Society News

Minute Book of the Championship Committee of the River Plate

Hickories on the Heath

Mungo Park IV handing back the restored minute book to Mark Lawrie

The annual all-hickory match 
against Walton Heath was 

enhanced this year, as part of the 
Society’s 25th Anniversary celebrations, 
to include a team representing the 
R&A, allowing three ball sixsomes to 
be played, with each team fielding ten 
pairs. There were a number of players 
who had not played hickory before. 
This included the current Walton 
Heath Captain John Aarvold who 
distinguished himself by winning both 
his matches, against hardened hickory 
campaigners and holing a full mashie 

Members may recall the article by 
Neil Millar and Mungo Park in 

March of this year, featuring the dispute 
at the Open Championship of the River 
Plate of 1910, through which Mungo’s  
grandfather, also named Mungo Park, 
was disqualified from the tournament. 
   The article featured the distressed 

state of the minute book of the 
Championship Committee, which was 
the inspiration and major source of 
information of the article. Through 
Mungo’s suggestion, the support 
of Mark Lawrie, Director of The 
Asociación Argentina de Golf and Dr 
Guillermo Rosas, a golf historian from 

Buenos Aires, and the involvement 
of The British Council, the book 
was brought to the UK for expert 
conservation. This has recently been 
completed and involved retention of the 
pages, end-papers and original cloth 
cover; cleaning, repair and re-sewing of 
the contents; re-gluing of the spine; and 
binding in brown calf half-leather with 
green fabric sides on new boards, to 
match the original.
   The disbound contents were 
photographed to provide a digital 
record that will be easier to access for 
future research purposes. The work was 
done by conservation specialist Moira 
Buick of Bristol. Financial support was 
given by the Heritage Committee of 
the R&A, together with that from Mr 
Howard Schickler of Masterworks Golf, 
the Florida-based photographic archive. 
   The restored minute book was handed 
over to Mark Lawrie on Rhod McEwan’s 
stand at Lytham, during Open Week. Dr 
Rosas and Mr Schickler are recent new 
members of BGCS.

shot from 150yds! One wonders if 
this is some sort of first for a hickory 
debutant?  
   The R&A side included nine hickory 
virgins, as someone described them, but 
they showed great determination and 
potential talent. They recorded a most 
creditable score including our own and 
recently-elected R&A member, Nigel 
Notley, along with Francis Murray, 
playing with hickories for the first time, 
winning both their matches, against 
doughty and experienced opposition. 
For the record, the Club beat the BGCS 

who beat the R&A. More important is 
the fact that everyone had a thoroughly 
enjoyable day and the Society will have 
gained about six new members.
   
Question – When did the R&A last field 
a team of 20 members all playing with 
wooden shafted clubs? – Surely, it has to 
be more than 80 years ago!

Philip Truett
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We welcome the following new members and look forward to meeting them at future 
events.

Name Address Interests

John Aarvold
Aki Ahlfors
Jeremy Baldwin
Peter Bradshaw
Austin Brown
Richard Champion
Enrico Deciacomi
David Dunnhauser
David Eversham
Brian Fleming
Tony Hunt
Christian Juel
Peter Miles
Jeremy Pilch
Robert Ritchie
John Robertson
Guillermo Rosas
Howard Schickler
Hubertus Schmidt
Robert Spires
Tim Taylor
David Tomkinson
Roger Twivey
John Uzielli
Dick Verinder
Julian Walton
Robert Willams

Dorking, Surrey
Kereva, Finland 
Ely
Norman’s Bay, E Sussex
Doncaster
London
St Moritz
Pinner, Middlesex
Reading
Belfast
Sevenoaks, Kent
Skibsted, Denmark
London
Sunningdale, Berks
Bromley, Kent
Edinburgh
Buenos Aires
Savannah, FL
Durbach, Germany
Alcester, Warwickshire
Walton, Surrey
Walsall
Birmingham
Winkfield, Berks
Washington, TX
London
Far Hills, NJ

General
Clubs, balls
Clubs
Clubs
Clubs, books
Clubs
History
Hickory play
Clubs
Posters, books
Clubs
Clubs
History
Clubs
General
General
History
Photographs, artwork
Clubs
General
Books
Books
Books
General
Books, balls
Hickory play
General

New members 

The Society helped celebrate the 
centenary of Bedford & County 

GC on Saturday, the 4th of August with 
a hickory match. The home side were 
each allowed an extra three shots for 
‘lack of familiarity with hickory clubs’ 
and the three ladies who were playing 
received a further three shots. However, 
for once, the BGCS side did prove to be 
too strong and in fine weather, we ran 
out  comfortable winners.

Philip Truett and Stuart Gibbs led 
the way against the Bedford County 
Captain and his wife.  The second pair 
included our Eddie Bullock, in the 
distant past the professional at Bedford 

Centenary Hickories Match v Bedford and County GC

Members arriving for the Open 
Championship meeting at 

Fleetwood were greeted not only by 
unforecasted sunshine, but a welcoming 
group from the Club’s hierarchy, 
determined to make us feel at home. 
The Society’s flag flew vigorously from 
the Club flagpole in a stiff south-
westerly that was to test severely, our 
golfing skills. The small contingent 
that persevered with hickories was 
most severely challenged and the main 
prizewinners all played with modern 
equipment over this first-class links 
course. Winner of the Ray Gossage 
Memorial Trophy, by a significant 
margin, was Peggy Crabtree, with 39 
points, who mostly avoided the clinging 
rough and sank a barrowload of putts; 
Peter Gompertz, making a welcome 
trip from Australia, was second with 
33. Best hickory score was Richard 
Atherton, with 31; winner of the Ladies 
prize was Glenys Fletcher with 26; best 
guest was Alan Legg with 35; and Bob 
Scholfield, a former Club Champion at 
Fleetwood, won the scratch prize with 
28.

At the evening dinner, David 
Kirkwood welcomed the Captain of 
Fleetwood GC, Paul Grundy and his 
wife, Carole; former BGCS member 
Edwin Walker, writer of the Club’s 
centenary history, and his wife Mavis; 
and current Club historian Malcolm 
Clegg, with his wife Edith. 

Malcolm gave us an intriguing 
account of the early history of the 
Club, and the result of more recent 
archaeological investigations into 
structures and artefacts found on the 
course, dating from its long history as 
a rifle range. The Club was enterprising 
enough to produce copies of a 
‘Collector’s Edition’ giving details of 
the research, a number of which were 
snapped up by members. A review is 
given later in this magazine

This was an enjoyable prelude to 
the Open Championship itself, which 
started the following day, some dozen 
or so miles to the south. 

Open Meeting at Fleetwood

& County, against Steve Vinnicombe, 
the present incumbent. Carolyn Kirk 
and Chris Walker found themselves up 
against Clive Allen and Peter Jones who 
were round in a most commendable 77 
shots (vs. a par of 70) but this match 
did go all the way to the very last putt 
before Clive and Peter triumphed. Most 
importantly of all, everyone seems to 
have enjoyed the occasion.

We are most grateful to Bedford & 
County Golf Club for their hospitality 
and for their willingness to play with 
hickory clubs (for the supply of which 
we have to thank Gavin Bottrell).

Chris walker
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Midlands Summer Meeting Match v Senior GS

Birstall Golf Club situated on the 
outskirts of Leicester was the venue for 
the Midlands Region Summer Meeting 
on Wednesday 22 August 2012. Society 
Members and their guests enjoyed the 
undulating tree-lined parkland course, 
which despite still suffering from  the 
problems of severe wet weather over 
recent months, was presented in 
excellent condition providing a good 
challenge with fast running greens.

The golf was followed by a convivial 
dinner in the clubhouse where Gerry 
Hyde, the Captain of Birstall Golf Club 
gave a most interesting talk on the 
history of the Club before presenting 
the prizes. The winner of the Walter 

The annual match against the Senior 
Golfers Society on Tuesday the 7th of 
August at Edgbaston Golf Club was the 
ninth such fixture and hopes were high 
that the Society might register a first 
ever victory against the SGS. However, 
we again came up short, though with 
a narrow margin – 5 ¼ to 4. Not too 
much emphasis should be placed on the 
outcome because the social side of the 
match has always been a hallmark and 
much enjoyed. Edgbaston is an ideal 
venue; the course was in top condition 
and the catering much appreciated. 
Thanks go to Richard Atherton our 
acting Captain for the day. 

Peter Heath 

Mechilli trophy was Stuart Gibbs with 
an excellent score of 38 points. Peter 
Adams was the runner up with 36 
points. The hickory prize was won by 
Richard Atherton with 34 points and 
Paul Druce won the guest prize.

Todays event marked the one 
thousandth different golf course played 
by Society Member John Armitt during 
his long and varied golfing career. Philip 
Truett,  our Society President, made a 
special presentation to John on behalf 
of the Society  marking his wonderful 
achievement.

Special thanks to Ian Spann for 
arranging this event.

Keith Bilbie

When I first met Ralph at the 1994 GCS National Meeting 
he was an instant curiosity: he played golf with wood 

shafted clubs exclusively.  In those days that was preposterous.
Three years on, when I hatched the concept of the National 

Hickory Championship at Oakhurst Links, 
an authentic hickory golf championship, 
Ralph was a foremost consideration. He 
and Roger Hill had been the first fee-paying 
players at that course. I figured the worst case 
would be that he would show up and bring 
six or seven of his protégés. He certainly 
came and brought such future hickory 
luminaries as Randy Jensen, Johnny Henry 
and Chuck McMullin. Hickory golf moved 
forward never looking back with Ralph as 
one of its tallest flagpoles. His website, www.
hickorygolf.com, was one of the sport’s 
earliest reference sources. I know that he felt 
one of his greatest accomplishments was his 
part in the establishment of the international Hickory Grail 
competition. A BGCS member, he took pride in being Scottish 
Hickory Champion in 1999 and 2001.

Ralph became a respected collector and historian doing 
what intelligent collectors should do – specialize. He adopted 
the clubs and career of Thomas Stewart, maker of the famous 
Pipe Brand irons, as his focus. Ralph’s project became a 
collection of Stewart’s clubs that numbered in the thousands, 

Ralph Livingston III
1957 – 2012

culminating in the book Thomas Stewart Jr. Golf Cleek and 
Iron Maker, published in 2010. His career of commercial 
photography enabled him to capture excellent photos of the 
clubs for the book, which will remain a cornerstone reference 

volume for club collectors for generations 
to follow.

In 2004 he was diagnosed with a brain 
tumor and immediately sought treatment. 
Following his first surgery I recall him 
telling me that it disrupted his motor skills 
and he basically had to learn to walk all 
over again, something he did after each 
successive surgery. From that point on his 
golf playing career was almost non-existent 
though he continued to collect and do 
historical research.  

In 2009 he returned to the NHC 
as a spectator with camera in hand to 
photograph all his friends in competition.  

At the awards dinner he was presented with The Dundee 
Prize, a hickory golf honorarium of the highest stature.  
Though he was no longer playing golf his card was included 
in the Championship card deck saluting him as a modern 
hickory pioneer.

His eloquent and talented wife Krista survives him.  It was 
she who taught him to play golf.

Pete Georgiady
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The Reverend Golfers

The church and golf have been known to be 
intertwined in Scotland for as long as records exist, 
but the closeness of the relationship has perhaps 
not been fully explored. In mediaeval times, the 

clergy played the game; this continued in the 1600s.  By the 
mid-1700s they added a role in the emerging golf societies. This 
involvement continued into the next century, and in the golf 
boom of the 1880s, when golf spread from the east coast to the 
rest of Scotland, the ministers were not only playing in large 
numbers but made significant contributions to the spread of the 
game. They were also prominent contributors to the literature 
of golf. This multi-faceted influence peaked about 1900 but 
slowly thereafter this long-standing linkage of the game and 
the Church weakened. 

Early times 
The clergy appear in some of the incidents in mediaeval Scotland 
involving a game called golf. In Ayrshire, a monk at the wealthy 
Crossraguel Abbey (founded in 1240 by the Cluniac order 
with the remains still visible inland and north of Turnberry) is 
said to have played a golf match – at a date unknown – on the 
‘links of Ayr’ against a local powerful landowner. The players 
involved may have been in dispute over the revenues from local 
land-holding and the monk is said to have lost his match and 
consequently his nose.  Many questions and mysteries surround 
this doubtless dramatised encounter, but this was a notoriously 
violent part of Scotland, and mutilation of enemies and crimi-
nals by removing the soft part of the nose could occur.1 About 
this time, over in St Andrews, the local Archbishop issued a 
charter for the town in 1533, and in it he showed an interest in 
local golf when he announced preservation of the townsfolk’s 
play on the local links. In the 1600s, an identifiable golfing cleric 
with a golfing interest emerged namely the Rev William Gray of 
the Logie-Montrose church, who ran a boarding school in his 
house, the ‘manse’, as it is called in Scotland.  When the diarist 
James Melvill was educated there circa 1560 for five years from 
age five by this clerical teacher, young James recalled that ‘for 
archerie and goff, I had bow, arose, club and balls.’2 

After the Reformation in 1599, golf on Sundays was banned, 
but many enthusiasts rebelled and among the offenders playing 
on Sundays was an assistant minister at Dunbar. Church funds 

also might end up in the sport. John Knox’s followers had 
to rebuke the Earl of March, who lived near St Andrews, for 
wasting his and his church’s money on ‘gouf and guid cheer’. 
John Forbes (1568?-1634), professor of divinity at Aberdeen’s 
King’s College played golf on the town’s Links nearby.  

At about this time, the new stern Presbyterian attitudes and 
language entered into daily discourse and were meshed into golf 
parlance, notably in naming some landmarks on the ancient 
links. The Old Course has Hell Bunker, the Valley of Sin, Nick’s 
[ie the Devil] Bunker and the Elysian Fields. At Musselburgh 
to the south there was Pandemonium Bunker, the gateway to 
the underworld. 

Bishop’s golf
In the early 1600s, a hated system of Anglican bishops was briefly 
forced on Scotland, but later overturned. Well-known to love 
his golf was the disliked Bishop of Galloway, Gavin Hamilton, 
a St Andrews University graduate of 1584. The attack on this 
Episcopalian system included circulation of satirical verses 
listing the weaknesses of each of the new Scottish bishops, and 
translated from the Latin, it started: 

St Androes loves a cup of wine,
Wine Glasgow with a whore;
Rosse companie, play Galloway,
Brechin not to be poore.3

Galloway’s Bishop Hamilton, fond of ‘play’, was at golf on the 
Links at Leith in 1608 when he suffered an attack of paranoia, 
claiming that ‘armed men were coming to get him’.4 Refusing 
reassurance from his minders, he fled home and died later. 
On Montrose Links, another promoted bishop met a ghostly 
apparition who told him to ‘repent, or else’. He survived.

Tranquil times
But the disturbed events of the seventeenth century passed, 
and Scotland’s tolerant, bishop-less 1700s were the time of the 
celebrated Scottish Enlightenment and assisting this were the 
reforming clergy in the Church of Scotland. And they also 
enjoyed their sport. At Musselburgh, the Rev Alexander ‘Jupiter’ 
Carlyle (1722-1805) was one of the now-dominant liberal ‘new 
licht’ clergy in the Kirk. He won the Musselburgh Golf Club 
championship in 1775 and hence, as was the custom, was captain 

David Hamilton 
looks at the remarkable contributions to Scottish golf by her ministers of religion
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for the year. He famously took his clubs on a trip to London 
and demonstrated the game there to Garrick, the actor. Another 
celebrated minister of the time, the Reverend Hugh Blair (1718-
1800), did not hesitate to illustrate his sermons with a golfing 
metaphor, noting that as the club head is joined to the shaft by 
whipping, the Church is the whipping which binds God to his 
flock.

Club chaplains
These east coast Scottish ministers of the 1700s (there was little 
organised golf then in the west) not only played golf and played 
it well, but they took on a formal role in the emerging golf-
ing societies, the first such clubs in the world. Ministers were 
appointed as ‘chaplain’ to these pioneer clubs, a post which 
served a double agenda.5 It not only was a semi-serious nod 
towards seeking divine approval for the new society, but it also 
filled a practical role in having a proper person to say the grace 
at the club’s hearty dinners. The Edinburgh Gentlemen Golfers 
(later known as the Honourable Company) pointed out in 1764, 
with the usual Enlightenment mock-solemnity, that since they 
had the 

Deplorable situation of the Company wanting a godly and 
pious Chaplain, they did entreat the Reverend Doctor John 
Dun … to accept … and in token thereof [he] said Grace after 
dinner.

Importantly, the grace was not said before dinner, but after it, 
and hence the Chaplain must have been involved in the heavy 
drinking, indeed the very heavy drinking, of the time. At St 
Andrews, The Royal and Ancient Golf Club chaplain’s post, 
which still exists, dates back to 1764; John Halket, the R&A’s 
chaplain from 1780, was a skilled player, winning the short-lived 
‘Challenge for the Silver Club’ competition in 1773 and 1774. 
Later when the Royal Perth Golfing Society appointed their 
clerical chaplain in 1824, he was given second place in status to 
the captain, and hence an honoured place at the club dinners. At 
Crail in Fife, when the local Rev William Merson was appointed 
‘perpetual chaplain’ in 1830, their club minutes confirm this 
social role. He had a special welcome:

owing to the pride and pleasure the members feel in seeing 
him as one of their number and honouring their convivial 
meetings with his company.  

It seems that these chaplains were ‘one of the boys’ even at 
the notoriously bibulous, noisy, and occasionally notorious, 
evening meetings of the golf clubs of the day. 

The decidedly decadent North Berwick club elected Rev 
John Baillie, son of the local Member of Parliament, as their 
chaplain and an honorary member at their foundation in 1837. 
He would be at their secretive dinners at which they were given 
some mysterious female entertainment.6

Many other ministers played the game. One celebrated 
larger-than-life club player of the time was a ‘stickit’ minister, ie 
one who had trained for the ministry, but never gained, or ever 
wished, to have a parish of his own. The Rev Charles Robertson 
of Buttergask, better known as ‘Goufin’ Charlie’, is remembered 

in these verses:

For far and wide is spread thy fame
As the great Falstaff of the game;
His ever-ready wit is thine;
Like him you love to drink and dine; 

Though he had no parish, he had some intermittent church 
work. On one occasion, the observant congregation noted that a 
red golfing jacket was visible beneath his preacher’s robe, ready 
for a quick exit to the links. He appears in Lees’ painting The 
Golfers of 1847, and was a skilled player. He won the R&A Spring 
Meeting’s Silver Cross in 1838 and 1839, and he was one of the 
activists in setting up the Carnoustie Union Golf Club in 1848 
and also the King James VI club in Perth in 1858, being also its 
first captain.7

Hidden golf
The early Scottish golf clubs dating from the 1700s are rightly 
famous. But there was also another important and poorly-
understood sector of Scottish golf.  There was much serious play 
by groups of enthusiasts who regularly gathered for informal 
play on the open, free links of the coastal towns, but without 
forming a club, or keeping formal records. These golfing cliques 
lacked minute books and are mentioned in scattered sources 
– letters, diaries and accounts.8 They were well-established 
long before the first formal clubs appeared. It might help bet-
ter understanding and highlight this sector if it was given a 
name – perhaps ‘Chum’s Golf ’ or ‘Clique Golf ’, in contrast to 
the emerging organised club golf of the time. And in the ‘Clique 

Rev Alexander Carlyle was one of the golfing ministers of the 
Scottish Enlightenment 
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Golf ’ of the day, the clergy were again active. At Girvan near 
Turnberry in 1751, a golfing clique, mostly of landowners, is 
described playing on the fine town coastal golf links, (which are 
still played on today), and in the group was an unnamed local 
minister.9 At Ayr further north and little later, the distinguished 
parish minister Rev Dr McGill (praised by Robert Burns for 
his liberal views) is said in the late 1700s to have played golf 
on the linksland of the town on every week-day, long before 
the Prestwick club emerged to the north.10 Inland from Dundee 
at Forfar in the early 1800s, Rev Andrew Eadie played ‘Clique 
Golf ’ with his pals on the Market Muir close to the town centre 
about 60 years before the Forfar club was formed. In the 1830s, 
south of St Andrews, on Buckhaven Links on the coast, a place 
not used then or now for formal club golf, the local Rev Pollock 
is known to have played the game with his friends.

Retrenchment
Beginning in the early 1800s there was a ‘golf crisis’ and a general 
decline in Scottish golf.  Even so, it seems clerical involvement 
did not wane.  In May 1823, the turnout at the R&A’s Spring 
Medal had declined to only fourteen players, but of these, two 
were local ministers, the Revs Menzies and Young.11 At this 
difficult time, other clubs still had an impressive input from 
the Church; nor did the ministers stand aloof from their club’s 
decline. The Innerleven club had six ministers in their member-
ship, and the Rev George Brewster, minister at Scoonie solved 
the club’s financial crisis at this time by ruling that all bets won at 
the club should go back into the club’s funds, not into personal 
pockets, until the finances were stable.12 

The spread
But after this set-back, golf recovered, and the game started on 
its international spread from its long-established home in the 
east coast. The enthusiastic spread to England in the 1880s and 
then abroad, is well-known. Less obvious is the comparable 
spread within Scotland from the east coast to the west, notably 
to the populous Glasgow and west of Scotland. Golf also spread 
inland within Scotland to appear at many small towns and 
particularly at holiday villages. At each location, the moves to 
establish a new club required a steering committee, a search for 
land and then advice on laying out a course. In these moves, the 
clergy were always in the thick of it.  

For the planning committee, locals turned, almost reflexly, 
to their local parish minister, often asking him to serve as chair-
man. Often these preliminary meetings were in his house – the 
manse. A list of those new clubs assisted in this way by their 
minister would be a long one: a shorter list would be of those 
clubs that managed without clerical assistance at the start. The 
histories of the Scottish clubs starting at this time regularly show 
not only one minister on the list of founding activists, but often 
more than one.  Moreover, shortly after these clubs’ foundation, 
the founder clergy were often champions, players in the team 
and captains of the clubs they fostered.

Clerical activists
In the moves in 1870 to revive the Glasgow club (founded 
in 1787, but a casualty of the ‘golf crisis’ earlier), the Rev Dr 
R Pollock and fifteen local worthies formed a steering com-
mittee and they made him chairman. Pollock, a member at 
Prestwick, had earlier entered, with three other amateurs and 
four professionals, the poorly-organised 1862 ‘Open’ (called the 
‘Belt’ event then).13 At Rothesay on the Isle of Bute, the local 
Rev Robert Forgan, son of the St Andrews clubmaker, was an 
obvious choice to chair the Rothesay club’s steering commit-
tee.14 At Machrihanish in 1876, then called the Kintyre Club, two 
ministers were among the eight ‘founding fathers’ namely Revs 
GW Strang, and GC Stewart.15 And yet another local minister 
was waiting in the wings, since when founded, the Rev Patrick 
Grant won the Kintyre club’s first medal. At Crieff, the Revs 
McHardy and Maitland were included in the eleven activists 
setting up the club, and there were three ministers out of 21 
founder members at Gourock, and one was promptly made 
their first captain. At Dumbarton near Glasgow no less than 
five out of nineteen inaugural members were ministers. In 
1890, at the first competition at the new West Linton club in the 
Borders, there were 45 entrants and this included seven clergy, 
three having single figure handicaps, including the Rev Thomas 
D Miller (handicap 2), of whom more later. Near Glasgow, the 
seven activists of the East Kilbride’s club included two ministers, 
and at the first committee meeting, the Rev Jack was elected 
President. At Dufftown north of Aberdeen, the clerics were 
in charge, Rev JB Cumming being captain in their first year 
and Rev AG Gerrie was his vice-captain. Some of the ministers 
had remarkably long periods in golf club office: at Aberdour in 

The list of early captains of the Ladybank Golf Club in Fife 
shows considerable cleric input
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Fife, Rev WH Gray and then Rev J Brown were between them 
captains there for 30 years from 1896 through to 1925. 

Further involvement
The explanation of this impressive involvement of the clergy 
is that they always had a high profile and an important place 
in local affairs in their parish, and indeed in Scottish life and 
letters, taking from earliest times, a natural role in local affairs. 
This input was largely from clergy of the numerically dominant 
presbyterian churches in Scotland, including the break-away 
Free Church.16 A few Episcopal ministers were prominent but 
only one Roman Catholic golfing priest is noted – Father Shaw, 
Captain in 1922 of the Dufftown Golf Club.  

As players
The ministers were not just the respectable and capable local 
figures needed for assisting the early committee and club affairs. 
They could play. At Ladybank, founded 1879, ‘Rev’ featured 
steadily in the prize lists and there was such powerful ministerial 
input that the club had a Clergy versus Lay match as part of their 
golfing calendar. At Greenock, the Rev William Crawford, while 
at St Andrews University in 1908, was runner-up in the tough St 
Andrews Gold Medal competition open to local clubs. Playing 
at the Greenock club he was the record-holder at Skelmorlie 
nearby and represented his club in their two-man team for the 
important national Evening Times competition, and he regularly 
played well in other open local competitions. The Rev Robert 

Forgan, noted above, when at Montrose, won the prestigious 
Royal Albert Medal in 1890. At a Prestwick Golf Club medal 
in 1881, five ‘Revs’ are listed out of the 38 starters. Rev J Sime (b 
1837) minister at Dundonald between 1874 and 1877 won the 
Prestwick club medal twice, and played as well as other eminent 
members such as JO Fairlie and Sir Robert Hay. Also playing at 
Prestwick was Principal RH Story, head of the divinity school 
at the University of Glasgow.

Student role
Where did these ministers get their interest and skill?  Why were 
there so many ready to lead the plantation of the game within 
Scotland beyond the east coast? There is a simple explanation, 
namely exposure of many of them to golf in their student days.  
These men had to have university degrees and they obtained 
them at the four ancient Scottish universities, notably the St 
Mary’s College divinity school, part of St Andrews University, 
and at Glasgow University’s equivalent, Trinity College. 
Principal Tulloch, head of St Mary’s College at St Andrews 
from 1854 to 1886 was a player, and father of Rev WW Tulloch, 
biographer of Tom Morris.17 As a theologian, Tulloch Senior 
had celebrity in Scotland and this attracted keen students. He 
was also chaplain to the R&A a post of which it was said ‘the 
duty is light, but it is conspicuous. The emolument is small, but 
appreciable’. At St Andrews, students had unrivalled opportuni-
ties and exposure to golf, because the training for divinity was 
a long one. A preliminary 3-4 years as an Arts student gaining 

Principal Story, head of the Glasgow Divinity School
out on Prestwick Links

Rev JG McPherson was of the best players of the day as a student 
in St Andrews and later contributed to the literature of golf

The reverend golfers
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the MA degree was required, and then followed another similar 
period of study before taking the divinity qualification. As a 
result, they had at least six years to play student golf on the chal-
lenging, free St Andrews links and join its competitive milieu 
that featured the top amateur and professional players of the 
day. Tom Morris spoke highly of these local students and they 
formed a club in 1854.18 It was these divinity students who were 
to fan out within Scotland in the following decades and assist 
in the internal spread of the game. 

In the 1860s, one St Andrews divinity student, JG McPherson, 
was generally agreed to be among the best amateurs in golf at 
this time, and played regularly with Tom Morris, father and 
son. These students often came from humble origins and when 
he became a parish minister, McPherson had to earn his liv-
ing, and as Bernard Darwin noted, ‘could not continue in the 
gentlemen’s golfing world, being not leisured or well-endowed 
like usual amateurs.’ At St Andrews, another student Thomas 
D Miller could partner Andra’ Kirkaldy who considered Miller 
to be among best amateurs of his day.19 In Fife golf in the 1880s 
the Rev AB Campbell at Markinch was a dominant figure and 
was complimented in the press on regularly ‘getting down from 
his pulpit’. Other notable St Andrews golfing former divinity 
students of the time are listed in the golf magazines.20 

Later, the St Andrews divinity school had its greatest 
triumph in producing the 1893 Amateur Champion Peter 
C Anderson.21 In the first round of the contest he was drawn 
against fellow-student Tom Carmichael but since neither was 

well-off and could only have attended the event with difficulty, 
they tossed a coin instead. Anderson won. Anderson did not 
take up a parish and emigrated to Australia in 1896, for health 
reasons, usually meaning tuberculosis.22 Other students also 
had golfing prominence. In the important Dundee Telegraph 
event of 1898 (effectively the Scottish Amateur Championship) 
George Wilkie an Edinburgh divinity student, beat the Rev 
George Lowe, a native of Musselburgh and minister of Freuchie 
in Fife.

Lastly, one enigmatic alleged St Andrews divinity student 
has claimed a high place in golfing history. The ‘Rev’ Paterson, 
a clergyman in the America, claimed much later to be the 
‘inventor of the gutta ball’ when he was a St Andrews student 
in 1840s. However, diligent search has failed to identify him as 
a St Andrews student or indeed that he had any training at any 
Scottish university or theological college. The jury is still out on 
this important clerical claim.23

The perception
In the 1890s, the first golfing magazines appeared. Even the 
language in golfing journalism at the time hints at a continuing 
link with religion. Edward Blackwell, the long-hitting amateur 
was said ‘to drive like Jehu’ and the magazine’s readership were 
expected to understand this Old Testament reference to a long 
and fast traveller. The journals also regularly acknowledged the 
multi-faceted input to golf from the parish ministers. The Golfer 
noted approvingly that the Scottish parish ministers were ‘not 

Divinity student Peter C Anderson, Amateur Champion, 1893
Image by James Fairweather,  courtesy of The University of St Andrews Library

Rev W Proudfoot, one of the many talented St Andrews 
University golfing students, later was a minister in East Lothian
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just dispensers of religion’. These journals regularly had gossipy 
items on the better-known Scottish ministers’ golfing exploits 
and carried frequent anecdotes about their foibles and their play. 
Reported with approval was a high-profile, light-hearted match 
in which the Rev JH Tait of Gullane played a celebrated match 
using a bow and arrow against Old Tom Morris’ conventional 
play, Tait being chaplain to the Royal Company of Archers. 
Even Cope’s Golfers cigarette card series in 1898 acknowledged 
the high profile of the Scottish ministers, and two East Lothian 
divines – Revs John Kerr and the Episcopal Rev FLM Anderson 
of North Berwick were well enough known to appear in the 
series.24 Kerr also appears on a Life Association Calendar and 
by invitation in the huge composite painting Medal Day at St 
Andrews (1894). For this grand canvas, fourteen non-members 
were invited to feature and in it Kerr was joined by the Rev W 
Proudfoot, a St Andrews graduate, and also by the student, PC 
Anderson.25

Writing
Allied to their role in the spread of the game and their high pub-
lic profile, the ministers had another input. They wrote about 
the game and they wrote well. The first literary description of 
golf in Scotland was written by Henry Adamson (1581-1639). 
He had trained for the ministry, but never settled in a parish, 
and his Muses Threnodie of 1638 mentions golf in Perth. The 
poem The Goff of 1743 is golf ’s most celebrated early work, and 
the author, Thomas Mathison was soon to be 

minister at the parish of Brechin, inland from Carnoustie. The 
next literary contribution to golf came in 1808 and was also by 
a minister, namely the curious work by Rev James Macdonald, 
a minister at Anstruther in Fife, who moved to Germany and 
then wrote a travelogue on Scotland which included an account 
of St Andrews golf.26

Later, in the 1860s, came the growth of golf book publishing, 
and it was the Rev Robert Forgan, noted above, who, as a stu-
dent at St Andrews, produced one of the first in the ‘handbook’ 
genre, and his The Golfer’s Manual of 1881 had eight editions 
thereafter until 1910. Rev JG McPherson, the talented golfing 
student mentioned above, on graduation ‘retired from golf to his 
manse to proclaim Allan Robertson as the greatest golfer ever’ 
as Bernard Darwin said. Though not playing beyond his home 
course for many years, he continued to write and later produced 
his Golf and Golfers, Past and Present in 1891, which was much 
admired at the time. Rev WW Tulloch, son of Principal Tulloch, 
wrote his well-known biography of Old Tom Morris, and it sold 
well, and fellow student Rev Thomas D Miller later produced his 
Famous Golfing Links (1911) and the History of the Royal Perth 
Golfing Society (1935).  

This steady output of books on golf by the ministers was 
noted for its quality of scholarship. The most substantial work 

Rev Robert Forgan’s 
The Golfer’s Manual  went to many editions

Letters on Golf - by the 
Rev Alexander Lawson. Front cover 
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is the celebrated Golf-Book of East Lothian (1898) by the Rev 
John Kerr. It is rightly honoured to this day as an elegant, col-
lectible, and essential reference work that has many insights 
into the golf of the times. Another book of interest was Letters 
on Golf  by ‘A Parish Minister’ published in 1889, namely Rev 
Alexander Lawson of Elgin, founder member and first Captain 
of the Moray (ie Lossiemouth) Golf Club. In 1897 he made a 
controversial move to the chair of English Literature at St 
Andrews University.

As might be expected these men published other books, 
and Rev John Kerr’s history of curling is an essential sporting 
work. They were expected to be the local historian and they 
also issued theological works, notably their best Sunday 
sermons.27 

Journalism
These clergymen not only produced their golf books, but were 
also into golf journalism.  In the 1890s, the editors of the new 
golf magazines turned to the knowledgeable and articulate 
Revs for copy. As a result, contributions from the ‘Revs’ feature 
regularly, ranging from substantial signed articles to unsigned 
notes and gossip, including news from their part of Scotland. 
McPherson’s book Golf and Golfers was in fact a collection 
of seventeen magazine articles, and Rev TD Miller’s first 
book similarly was a collection of eighteen articles. The first 

American golf magazines re-used earlier British articles by JG 
McPherson.28

The Rev John Kerr’s total journalistic output has yet to be 
identified. He was a regular contributor to the magazine Golfing 
and as a friend of AJ Robertson, the Edinburgh-raised editor of 
Golfing from its start in 1891. Kerr produced signed articles but 
also unsigned short contributions to the ‘News’ column where 
Kerr’s readable, informative prose style is recognisable. Kerr 
also had a weekly pseudonymous column in The Scotsman.29 
Rev WW Tulloch (1846-1920), biographer of Old Tom, was 
also a productive journalist. Starting during student days in 
St Andrews in 1869, he contributed to London’s fashionable 
Belgravia magazine a seven-page article entitled ‘A New Game 
for Ladies’, dealing with ladies golf at St Andrews. Much later 
he may have been the anonymous ‘Member of the R&A’ who 
had a regular gossipy column in Golfing and it had much on the 
Scottish clergy and their doings. In a surprise move, Tulloch 
gave up the ministry in 1901 for ‘health reasons’ instead becom-
ing editor of the prestigious but declining Fraser's Magazine for 
Town and Country.  

Perhaps the most poignant career among the literary Revs 
was that of the Rev Robert Barclay (1868-1904). He had an 
impressive academic career as one of the talented St Andrews 
divinity students, captaining the University golf team in 1889. 
He was elected president of the student Union, and later 

Rev John Kerr is remembered for his contributions to golf history. He was also a prolific contributor to the golf magazines
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contributed to and edited the book A Batch of Golfing Papers 
which also had important contributions from the local littera-
teur Andrew Lang in 1892; Barclay also had an article in Punch. 
He moved to a parish in Greenock in the west of Scotland and 
was immediately the local golf club record holder. But he died 
in Greenock in 1904, age 36, during dental extractions carried 
out under general anaesthesia in the home.

Scholarly background
The explanation of the Scottish clergy’s unique involvement in 
golf books and journalism is not far to seek. These men were 
bookish by habit and they had libraries. They were accustomed 
to public speaking and had facility with words. On weekdays, 
once their duties in visiting the sick and conducting funerals 
were over, they had opportunities for scholarly reflection and 
writing. Crucially, the Church of Scotland parish ministers 
had been involved earlier in an important and historic literary 
project. In the late 1700s the massive multi-volume, multi-author 
survey of Scotland’s parishes called the Statistical Account was 
launched and it surveyed local parish life and history in detail. 
Writing the description of each parish was devolved by the edi-
tors to the parish minister. As a result of this unique venture, it 
is likely that an ‘obligation of scholarship’ persisted and hence 
the ministers were prominent thereafter in producing works 
such as local guide books, and accounts of local history and 
antiquities.30 Adding works on golf and golf history simply came 
naturally to the ministers.

The Ministers in fiction
The Scottish golfing minister is also a familiar figure in golf fic-
tion. In Robert Marshall’s The Haunted Major of 1902 a central 
character is the ghostly mediaeval cardinal of St Andrews, 
who reminiscences about his earlier clashes on the links. He 
then assists the Major to win his otherwise hopeless match 
next morning. Joseph Shaw’s novel Out of the Rough (1935) 
describes the golfing education of a visitor to the town of Elie 
and this involves the local minister. The novel Clanbrae (1908) 
by Pentland Peile deals with the emergence of a new club – cer-
tainly Machrihanish – and it is a St Andrews graduate minister 
who holds the first committee meetings, in his manse. 

Later Change
By the early 1900s, the Church’s influence was at its height. The 
ministers were dominant figures in parish life and local affairs, 
and were among the best-paid professionals. New churches 
were opening in the suburbs of the cities and in smaller towns 
throughout Scotland. The ministers still had a wide presence 
in Scottish life and letters. But one St Andrews student noticed 
a change and had a dark thought: he felt other groups in soci-
ety were gaining in status, and these higher-profile arrivistes 
included professional golfers. In a student publication, Scarlet 
Gown 1909, RF Murray lamented on these new priorities and 
he noted:

The Scotsman and Dispatch a column lavish
    When Old Tom Morris opens a new green;
They grudged five lines when Doctor Neil McTavish
    Opened a church at Skene.

These formerly important church appointments were giving 
place to the celebrity opening of new golf clubs. The ministers 
seemed to be losing their place and status, and they were no 
longer regularly captains or secretaries of golf clubs, nor active 
at the birth of new clubs. The reason was clear, namely that 
unspoken limits and no-go areas in the golf clubs and in society 
were appearing for the first time for the golfing ministers. The 
ministers’ traditional values had changed little from the late 
1800s: it was society that was changing.  

The ministers had formerly been comfortable when join-
ing in with gentlemen’s golf club life, which was traditionally a 
mid-week activity. But things were changing in the early 1900s. 
The clubs had more members who were working for a living. 
Weekends were increasingly a time for golf at the end of the 
working week, and a desire for Sunday golf was creeping in.31 
This was initially resisted but steadily one club after another 
opened up to Sunday golf, partially at first, excusing clubhouse 
staff from work on that day. The ministers had been active in 
this defence of the Sabbath, as were their congregations. For 
the Sunday observance groups, a major offender was Sunday 
golf and it was a particular target of the activists. When news 
reached the Free Church of Scotland that practice golf was 
allowed on a Sunday prior to the first Open at Sandwich in 
1894, the first held in England, they made their disapproval 
widely known.32As late as 1925, the Protestant churches in 
Scotland agreed a memorandum which was sent to all the golf 
clubs deploring that the sacred character of the Lord’s Day was 
changing toward amusement and sport, instead of worship. By 
now, the ministers had an awkward position within those clubs 
increasing their weekend play.  

Alcohol and gambling
Worse still, new attitudes to serving alcohol in the clubs further 
offended the Church and marginalised the clergy. Earlier, the 
ministers had been part of the drinking at the older clubs, and 
elsewhere. The Rev AKH Boyd, chaplain to the R&A describes 
that in 1867 ‘the champagne flowed’ at the formal welcome 
ceremony for the new minister at Kingsbarns, but attitudes were 
changing. Not long after came the growth of the temperance 
movement and ministers were expected by the public and their 
congregations to be advocates for Victorian rectitude in such 
matters and be abstainers. 

As a result of the 1899 Licensing (Scotland) Act, golf clubs 
could stay ‘dry’ or obtain a licence for serving alcohol and some 
clubs took steps to do so. In this matter the minister could not 
be supportive. At the Glasgow Club in 1915 the Rev J Bissett 
proposed to the AGM that the Club abstain from selling intoxi-
cating liquor. The Club minutes record that the proposal was 
judged ‘to be without merit.’  

With the decline in Sunday observance and the rise of 
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availability of alcohol at the clubs it was increasingly clear that 
being prominent in club life and play was less and less open to 
a minister. To add to this, the ministers assisted in the drive 
against working-class gambling, although this remained a 
discreet and routine habit at the older clubs.33 The temperate, 
non-gambling, non-swearing minister opposed to the club’s 
Sunday play, was increasingly atypical as a member. All these 
issues steadily conspired to detach the ministers from club 
play, in spite of their huge contribution to the heritage of the 
game they loved. By the 1920s they steadily absented themselves 
from the routine and governance of the clubs, now increasingly 
centred on week-end play.34

A solution
But the ministers were not to be denied their golf: they wished 
to play. Saturday was a busy day for them with weddings and 
preparation for the following day and the new Sunday golf was 
not part of their world. So, Mondays beckoned. It was their 
day off, one on which they often dressed down, preferring a 
coat and tie to the usual clerical dog-collar. Having withdrawn 
from week-end golf club life, throughout Scotland the ministers 
increasingly clubbed together formally or informally to play the 
game fraternally on Mondays. These gatherings could be formal-
ized and became known as ‘Ministers’ Monday’ golf.35 Having 
organised themselves on that day, groups of local clergy sought 
a sympathetic local golf club which might accommodate them. 
If successful, an annual subscription at that club with seriously 
reduced rates was agreed for Monday play only. Perhaps these 
helpful clubs had another agenda, and hoped to deflect adverse 
divine judgement on their collective and individual weaknesses. 
One celebrated club, The Glasgow Golf Club (founded 1787) 
has such an arrangement (until recently), allowing twelve local 
Church of Scotland ministers to be Monday-only members on 
‘easy terms’. This favoured clerical clique was hidden under the 
bland uninformative name ‘Glasgow North Western Golfing 
Society’. Elsewhere in Glasgow some Catholic priests gather 
in the same way on Mondays at the Balmore Golf Club. In 
Edinburgh, from early 1900s, up to 40 ministers met up each 
week on The Braids public courses for play on Mondays.

But nothing goes on forever. The wheel of social change 
keeps turning in its slow cycle, and earlier attitudes, liberal or 
conservative, return cyclically. Perhaps the ministers are on 
the cusp of a return from their poignant marginalisation from 
their ancient, central role in Scottish golf and golf club life. In 
1993, the Rev James Simpson, minister in Dornoch, was the 
Royal Dornoch Golf Club captain. He played for the team and 
in 1994 he was honoured to head the Church of Scotland as 
their Moderator.  Nothing goes on forever: the ministers may 
be coming back.
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broke away from the Church of Scotland in 1843.  He was appointed in 
succession to churches at Leith (1885), Montrose (1886) and Rothesay 
(1892), settling eventually in Aberdeen in 1898

15. The Rev Strang faced later censure at the local Argyll Presbytery, 
which was responsible for governance of the ministers. It was alleged 
he played too frequently, and, worse still, joined in a game with the 
local Catholic priest. This is taken less seriously now, and in Glasgow 
the Newgate Church Cup is now played for annually between Roman 
Catholic and Church of Scotland clerical teams 

16. The Scottish university qualifications in divinity largely restricted 
the graduates to a career in Scotland, and they could have little influ-
ence in England. In Ireland however, an Edinburgh graduate Rev John 
L Morrow (1860-1940) was a Presbyterian minister, and a high profile 
player, administrator and journalist – see John Hanna Through the 
Green, September 2007 p31. One graduate of St Andrews, Rev John 
S Ramsay, MA 1863, did find his way into the Church of England and 
made use of his knowledge of golf as the pioneering golfing curate at 
Crookham in Berkshire in 1873. Nor were there many English-trained 
clergy in Scotland. English clergy played a much less emphatic role 
in the growth of golf in England, and made no contribution to the 
literature of the game

17. Tulloch’s regular partners were Dr Traill, a notoriously slow 
player, and Prof WA Knight, author of three books on golf, including 
Shakespeare on Golf (1885). The St Andrews University staff played from 
earliest times. A letter from a student there in 1712 mentions that ‘the 
Masters [the clerical teachers] are out at the golf as the days get longer’. 
See David Hamilton Early Golf at St Andrews Glasgow 1986, p15.
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18. The early years of this university club are poorly described, but there 
were matches against the Leven club in the 1870s. John Kerr Golf-Book 
(ref 6) p 438 describes a little-known Scottish inter-university student 
competition at Perth in 1876, won by St Andrews divinity student W 
Proudfoot (see refs 20 and 24)

19. For Rev TD Miller see The Golfer November 3rd, 1896

20. JG McPherson’s list of eighteen talented divinity students in 1860 is 
found in Golf Dec 20th 1890, and Rev W Proudfoot has a similar list of 
skilled ministers in Golf April 26th 1895: see also Golf July 17th, 1891

21. He, like many less well-off Scottish students of talent, ‘lads o’pairts’, 
was assisted into higher education by a bursary. The Rev Merson, noted 
above as chaplain at Crail, was a blacksmith’s son

22. For Anderson’s importance in early Australian golf, see Through 
the Green, Jun 2005 p14, Sept 2005 pp36-40, and  March 2006, pp34 
and 38-9

23. We await Peter Eld’s investigations

24. Bill Anderson describes Copes Cards in Through the Green, October 
1995, p9

25. For Proudfoot, minister at Haddington, see Kerr Golf-Book (ref 
6) p438

26. For Macdonald’s anonymous account of St Andrews golf, see David 
Hamilton ‘Depping’s Deception’ Through the Green, June 2003, 12-15

27. Rev John Kerr’s theological works include his Lee Lecture The 
Renascence [sic] of Worship, Edinburgh 1909

28. See McPherson’s series of articles in Golf (US) in 1900

29. There may have been a hidden agenda behind his journalism. Kerr 
was heading for his bankruptcy in 1913: he needed the money

30. In any well-ordered antiquarian book listing or bibliography of 
Scottish books by author, the distinctive ‘Rev’ author pops up on 
every page, such was their steady output. For an example of the many 
clerically-written local guide books, see the Rev John Jackson’s Official 
Guide to Crail, Cupar 1920

31. Bernard Darwin’s wry remarks about the difficulty of getting golf 
on Scottish Sundays, even in the 1930s, are well known: see his essay 
Going North and his description of the ‘appallingly dull’ Sundays at St 
Andrews

32. Interestingly, in the later editions of Robert Forgan’s popular 
Manual, he does not reveal that he was a minister. Perhaps it was 
prudent, as a Free Church minister, to conceal his close links with the 
game 

33. With help from the National Anti-Gambling League from 1890, 
public betting shops, except at racecourses, were abolished by the Street 
Betting Act 1907

34. The last known clerical golfing work was by Rev T McWilliam, 
minister of Foveran, and his folksy Around the Fireside of 1927 has 
four anecdotes about golf, but tellingly these were about his play with 
other ministers 

35. Monday at Muirfield, whose club has many eminent jurists, is also 
known as ‘Judges Day’ since the Court of Session in Edinburgh does 
not sit on that day

The reverend golfers

For Sale

Golf Recollections and Reflections 
Tales from a clubmakers shop

by
Alick Watt 

‘This delightful little volume’
‘Strongly Recommended’

(March 2011 TTG)
£5 plus p&p

Also 

A collection of golf book titles 
Selling at half price

List available at 
golfantiques.co.uk

or ring 

Eugene Farrelly at 01225 445031
eugene@golfantiques.co.uk

For both the collector and player 

•  Single clubs and 
        full play sets
•  Rare collector’s 
        clubs
•  Vintage bags
•  Books from the 
        hickory era
•  New Victor 
        super soft 
        mesh style ball
        for hickory golf 

View:   www.antiquehickoryclubs.com
Email:  enquiries@antiquehickoryclubs.com
Tel No: 01738 710111 
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Irish Musings
by John Hanna

As Rory McIlroy wins the PGA Championship and 
retakes the World Number One spot, there is no 
doubt he is the best golfer Ireland has ever produced. 
Yet in any era of golf, whether in the world of 

the professional or the amateur, there is usually one 
player who might be described as ‘the best golfer’ of 
that time. In the early part of the twentieth century 
in Ireland the best amateur was probably Harold 
Ernest Reade. This was certainly the view of the 
great Harold Hilton. 

A prosperous background
Harold Reade was born in February 1874 into a 
well-to-do linen family. He was the second son 
of JT Reade; his uncle was RH Sturrock Reade, DL, 
Chairman of the York Street Flax Spinning Harold 
Reade Company. Harold was educated at Royal 
Belfast Academy and began working life in the York 
Street firm. Later he joined his brother, James Reade, in his 
father’s business JT Reade and Son, flax and yarn merchants, 
and insurance brokers in Belfast. 

The family lived on the Antrim Road, Belfast so it was natural 
he should begin to play his first golf close by at the old club at 
Fortwilliam, where his father had been a founder member. He 
had a handicap of 25 at the age of seventeen, and in the spring of 
the following year, won the Captain’s Prize. The following year 
he joined the County Down, Portrush and Royal Belfast clubs, 
winning a series of medals with a steadily-reducing handicap. 
By 1896 he was down to scratch, and in the autumn was plus 
2 – probably the first golfer in Ireland to be so. He later played off 
plus 4 for many years and was a member of a number of clubs.

Local dominance
At Royal Belfast Harold won the Scratch Trophy for the first 
time in 1898 with a score of 91, winning the event a further 
twelve times up to 1921, with a number of new course records. 
At Royal County Down he won the Figgis Scratch Cup, and at 
Royal Portrush, the Dhu Varren Cup, each on three occasions. 
He dominated the 36-hole scratch competition for the Adair 

Shield at Portrush, winning every year but one between 1899 and 
1907, and then again in 1914 and 1920 for a total of ten wins. 

At Greenisland Golf Club, founded in 1894, Reade was the Club’s 
most successful golfer, winning the  Scratch Cup outright 

by three consecutive wins from 1902, before presenting 
the trophy back to the Club for open competition. He 

played regularly at Greenisland; his wife was Lady 
Captain in 1914. 

Victories over Ball and Hilton
In 1901 JJ Inglis of the Portmarnock Golf Club 
organised a team of Irish golfers to play matches 

in the Liverpool district. In the match at Royal 
Liverpool Reade was playing number two. His 

opponent was the great John Ball, making his first 
appearance after returning from the Boer War. Ball 
lost the first three holes, held his own thereafter, 
but could make no headway and lost the match 3 

down.  
Harold Hilton reported in the Sporting Chronicle: 
Undoubtedly the feature of the tour was the success attending 
the play of Mr Harold Reade, and the young Northern Ireland 
golfer can readily pride himself on the feat of defeating both 
Messrs Ball and Hilton in the same week … there is no doubt 
that Mr Reade played sterling golf and thoroughly deserved 
his successes. I can vouch for the fact that at Formby he 
made very few mistakes. His driving was far and sure, his 
approaching accurate, and his putting deadly; in fact, it was 
his unfailing accuracy in this latter department which was 
chiefly responsible for his success, both at Formby and at 
Hoylake. I have always held an opinion that Mr Reade was 
the best class of player amongst the ranks of Irish golfer. … 
in point of style he certainly holds an advantage over Irish 
contemporaries; as he hits the ball in a clean, crisp, and 
decisive manner; in strong contrast to the majority of golfers 
in the Emerald Isle, who, judging from my own experience, 
are apt to over-swing. 

While The Colonel wrote in The Sportsman: 
In 1901 when the Irish team travelled to the Liverpool district 
Mr Reade defeated both Mr John Ball and Mr Harold Hilton, 
notable achievements. Reade’s golf style of play is distinguished 

Harold Reade

H.E. Reade – Ireland’s Best  Golfer?
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by his swing, his driving being long and accurate, but his best 
point is his iron play. Which are marvels in accuracy.

Championships
Reade was a beaten semi-finalist in the Irish (Open) Amateur 
Championship in 1896 and 1898 but had  more success in the 
Irish Amateur (Close) Championship. He began his splendid 
series of victories by defeating the doyen of Ulster golf WH 
Webb by 2/1 at Newcastle in 1897. Two years later he won again 
defeating JP Todd by 3/2. In 1901 he was in the final again but 
this time Webb took his revenge for Newcastle, by a large 
margin of 7/5. Harold won the last of his three championships 
in 1903 when he defeated DRA Campbell of Malahide by 5/4 at 
Portrush. He was a regular entrant in the Irish (Open) Amateur 
Championship right up to the summer of his death at the age of 
51, when he had to withdraw as the result of a poisoned arm.

Out of some 200 prizes won over his career, he valued most 
his championship cups, the Platt-Higgins Cup from County 
Down and the Dhu Varren Cup from Royal Portrush. He also 
had some twenty scratch gold medals.  

Team representative honours
Reade was a regular member of the senior team of Royal 
Portrush, which won the All-Ireland Senior Challenge Cup for 
three consecutive years from 1901 to 1903, in the first two of 
which he was joined by his father. Other prominent members 
included OH and WH Webb. 

He represented Ulster in the Inter-provincial matches in the 
years 1896 to 1906 with a playing record of P9 W7 L2. He had 
also played for Ulster against Leinster in the first Inter-provincial 
match defeating GSC Maconky of Royal Dublin by 4 up. He 
represented Ireland in the inaugural Home Internationals of 
1900, playing again in 1902, 1904 and 1906 and 1913. 

The Amateur Championship 1904
An American, WW Burton, covered himself with glory in 
reaching the third round of the Amateur Championship at 

Sandwich, having previously disposed of Norman Cockrell by 
3/2 and A Cant, a fine player from Carnoustie, by 2/1 in the first 
two rounds. But he fell grievously to Harold Reade by 9/8 in 
the third round. Reade then played Walter J Travis, who was of 
the view that this was the hardest match he had in winning the 
Championship. The Times of June 2, 1904 reported: 

Mr Harold Reade was 2 up at the fourth, and he halved the 
next in 2, Mr Travis securing a 4 at ‘The Maiden’, although 
he had failed to carry the bunker. Putting down a fourteen-
foot putt at the seventh, he reduced the lead to 1. Mr Reade 
became 2 up again, holing a very long putt at the eighth for 
a 2. Missing his next drive, Mr Reade topped his second into 
the bunker. After a half in 5 at the tenth, Mr Travis squared the 
match at the eleventh. By means of a very accurate approach, 
Mr Reade won the next two holes, getting down in 4 off Mr 
Travis’s ball at the thirteenth. After a half in 5, Mr Travis 
outdrove Mr Reade at the fifteenth, and, reaching the green 
in two while Mr Reade failed to carry the bunker, he reduced 
the lead to 1. Driving within four yards of the sixteenth hole, 
he squared the match with a fine 2. Winning the seventeenth 
with a safe 4, he finished the match with another good 4 at 
the last hole. Thus, after having been 2 down with 4 to play, 
he finished very strongly, doing the last four holes in 15, with 
only one putt of any length to hole.            

Course designer
The Holywood Golf Club was founded not far from the original 
site of Royal Belfast Golf Club at The Kinnegar and affiliated 
to the Golfing Union in 1904. Reade and Cuthbert Butchart, 
the professional at Royal County Down, laid out the nine-hole 
course. Reade was a founder member of Holywood and on the 
4th of November he and GB Long played an exhibition match 
against Harry Vardon.

Reade’s father was a frequent visitor to the Great Northern 
Railway Hotel in Bundoran. He found it an excellent place to 
relax but felt it lacked a golf course. As a Director of the GNR he 
had no difficulty in obtaining support for his idea and so in 1903 

Harold Hilton, WH Boyd (Portmarnock), Harold and John Ball, Royal Portrush, winners of the 
All-Ireland Senior Challenge Cup 1901-1903
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Harold Reade resumed his design partnership with Butchart in 
laying out another nine-hole course, which was later extended 
to a full eighteen. 

Some anecdotes
Writing in his book A History of the Royal County Down Club 
in 1958, James Henderson wrote:

There are few golfers who now wear blazers when playing 
golf, but in the early days at Royal County Down there were 
few who did not wear a red jacket. This was the uniform of 
the golfer and so far as Newcastle is concerned I remember 
Henry Gregg, Robert Wallace, Fred Hoey, Fred Rogers, 
George Combe and Harold Reade, among others, playing so 
clad. Harold Reade remained faithful to his red jacket long 
after he had given up championship golf. Indeed he would 
have regarded himself improperly dressed if he did not turn 
out in it.

The Belfast News-Letter reported in 1901: ‘Mr Reade, is not 
unnaturally, very proud of Portrush as a great golfing school.’ 
Champions Graeme McDowell, Darren Clarke and the recent 
Amateur Champion, Alan Dunbar, are a testament to his think-
ing of 111 years ago.

Conclusion
While there may have been a few other golfers of renown in 
Ireland at this time the general consensus was that Harold 
Ernest Reade was the ‘Best Golfer in Ireland’.  Who would be 
the next to follow in his golfing footsteps? 

Harold driving off at Dollymount. Irish Open Amateur Championship 1902

Harry Vardon, GB Long and Harold at Holywood GC, 1904
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It would appear that John Hanna, the contributor of Irish 
Musings to TTG June 2012, has not read my book Early 
Irish Golf (Oakleaf Publications, Naas, 1988). In his article 
he writes of the Early History of Royal Belfast Golf Club and 

in the final sentence he describes that eminent club as ‘the first 
golf club in Ireland’. This statement is incorrect and hereafter 
I give a summary of the facts relating to the first golf club in 
Ireland, as set out in my book. In my article published in TTG 
June 2011 I showed the evidence regarding the institution of 
the Curragh Golf Club in 1858. I herewith reveal some further 
research into golf at Bray in 1762, which is ongoing.

Bray Golf Club 1762
A notice appeared in Faulkner’s Journal on 23rd October 1762 
giving details of a golf club at the seaside town of Bray, which 
lies on the coast ten miles south of Dublin. It is unambiguous 
and gives the names of two identifiable residents of the town.  
of Bray,  

Just over ten years later, on the 3rd of May 1773, Saunder’s 
Newsletter carried an advertisement for the letting of ‘Seafield’ 
which was ‘bounded on the East by a Common, famous for 
that many exercise called GOFF’. These newspaper reports are 

clear evidence for the existence of a golf club and ‘Goff ’ links 
at the well-known seaside resort of Bray. Hereafter I show the 
discoveries that have followed from a vital clue that I received 
from a fellow member of the British Golf Collectors Society 
some years ago.

This map below shows the ‘Commons of Bray’ on the sea 
side (east) of the town, with ‘Seafield’ adjoining the area that was 
used by the ‘Goffers’. To the north of the town, Elias DeButts' 
property at Ravenswell can be seen and the military barracks 
was close by, just below the town's name. 

The Masonic clue
Over the years since I published Early Irish Golf I have been 
researching and writing a major work that arose from a clue 
Dr Steven Reid of Lytham gave me in 1989. At that time he 
sent me evidence of the creation of a Masonic lodge in Bray, 
in 1762, he stated that the Grand Lodge of Ireland had issued 
a warrant to a Lodge No 11 in the 1st Battalion Royal Scots 
Regiment, on 7th November 1732. He further stated: ‘W. Smith 
published a Pocket Companion in Dublin in 1735 and listed 37 
Lodges warranted in Ireland. ... In his list, he numbers a Lodge 
No 11 meeting at Bray, Co. Wicklow.’ Steven noted that there 

The First Golf Club In Ireland

The story of the Bray Golf Club in 1762
as told by

Colonel William H Gibson

Contemporary map of Bray 
Image courtesy of National Library of Ireland, Call no. 16 j 17(2)

The 1762 notice that appeared in Faulkner’s Journal 
on the 23rd of October, 1762

Another mention of the game in Saunder’s Newsletter on the 
3rd of May 1773 (detail)

The first golf club in ireland 
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were discrepancies between Smith’s list and the records of the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland; however, the first clue to the identity 
of a group of potential golfers had been provided by this letter 
from Lancashire and the present writer was set on a journey 
of exploration that was to consume many intriguing hours of 
travel, research and writing over the years since then. 

The Royal Scots Regiment in Ireland 1727 to 1768
The Royal Scots is the senior Infantry regiment in the British 
Army and is listed as The Royal Scots (The Royal Regiment).1 
The 1st Battalion of the regiment was posted to Ireland in July 
1727 and remained on the island until April 1743, when it was 
ordered to move to Flanders at the outset of the war in support 
of the succession of Maria Theresa to the throne of Austria. The 
1st Battalion Royal Scots returned to Ireland in February 1749, 
and remained until March 1768, when it embarked for Gibraltar. 
During its service on the continent of Europe, the 1st Battalion 
participated at the battle of Fontenoy on the 30th of April (the 
11th of May new style) 1745. 

It can be seen that the 1st Battalion was in Ireland for 
some years before it was granted a warrant for Lodge No 11 by 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland on the 7th of November 1732. An 
examination of the earliest extant records of Lodge No 11 shows 
‘James Clark Serj.’ with the earliest recorded admission date 
of 1744. There were 27 further admissions to membership of 

Lodge No 11 up to the 24th of June 1762 and only three of these 
held commissioned ranks.2 Consequently, it is evident that this 
Lodge, the first to hold a ‘Travelling Warrant’, was comprised 
largely of non-commissioned officers or privates of the Royal 
Scots Regiment.3 A further Masonic warrant number 381 was 
issued to the 1st Battalion Royal Scots on the 7th of September 
1762 and 23 members were ‘admitted’ on this date. A further five 
members were admitted during the following three years; none 
of these 28 names (which are listed without rank) match those 
of commissioned officers of the regiment.

The Royal Scots in Bray and environs 1750 to 1768
In September 1762 the 1st Battalion Royal Scots began a twelve 
month period of duty in Dublin, just ten miles from the seaside 
resort of Bray where there was an active golf club. In September 
1763 they were ordered to change station and one Company 
was posted to Bray, with four companies to Wicklow and two 
companies to Arklow.4 Thus over a period of two years, from 
September 1762 to September 1764, the bulk of the 1st Battalion 
was stationed within a radius of fourteen miles of Bray; the town 
of Wicklow being fourteen miles further south and Arklow was 
a further sixteen miles along the coast. A study of the history 
of the regiment reveals that the connection with Bray extended 
back to 1716 when one Company was based in the town.5 The 
following is a summary of the Royal Scots Regiment’s mid-
eighteenth century service in the Bray area:

1750 (June) 1st Battalion commenced twelve-month tour of 
duty in Dublin.
1751 (June) 2nd Battalion: one company in Bray; two and a 
half companies in Arklow; four companies at Wicklow for 
twelve months.
1755 (September) 1st Battalion: half company at Bray; two 
companies at Wicklow until January 1756.
1756 (January) 1st Battalion commenced twelve month tour 
of duty in Dublin.
1757 (Spring) 1st Battalion: two companies to Wicklow, half 
company to Bray.
1762 (September) 1st Battalion commenced twelve month 
tour of duty in Dublin.
1763 (September) 1st Battalion: one company at Bray, four 
companies at Wicklow, two companies at Arklow until 
February 1764. 
1766 (Spring) 1st Battalion commenced twelve month tour of 
duty in Dublin.
1767 (April) 1st Battalion: companies at Bray, Arklow, Wexford 
and Duncannon. Battalion embarks for Gibraltar in February 
1768.6

A golfing commanding officer
An examination of the List of Officers of the Army 1762 shows 
‘Lieut. Colonel Rt. Dal. Horn Elphinston’ as commanding officer 
of the 1st Battalion Royal Scots and he was based in Dublin with 
his battalion, with one company based in Bray. During a visit 
to Bob Grant in 1989 I purchased a copy of Alastair Johnston’s 
Clapcott Papers8 and was amazed to find that the Captain of 

Col. Robert Dalrymple Horn Elphinstone
Image courtesy of Shropshire Regimental Museum
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the Company of Gentlemen Golfers (later to become  The 
Honourable Company of Edinburgh Golfers) in 1763 was ‘Col. 
Robert Horn Elphinstone’. Two years later, in 1765, he was 
captain once again; the commanding officer of the Royal Scots 
in Dublin/Bray was twice captain of the first club in the world. 

Elphinstone was probably the most influential military golfer 
of the eighteenth century; there is no record of when he joined 
the Company of Gentlemen Golfers, but ‘Robt. Dalrymple’ is 
named in the Club’s minute book as one of those present at Mrs 
Clephan’s on Monday the 1st of April 1745 and it will be seen that 
he was not in attendance earlier because of the deployment of 
his regiment to Flanders at the time; it will also be seen that he 
was back on the continent shortly after this visit to the Links 
at Leith. The Dalrymple family was intimately connected with 
the institution of the Company of Gentlemen Golfers. Robert’s 
father Hew Dalrymple ‘of Drummore’ and his brother David 
Dalrymple were in attendance at the first meeting of the Club 
on the 2nd of April 1744; both of them would become captains 
of the Club in 1752 and 1749 respectively. 

There is a lengthy gap in the records of the Company of 
Gentlemen Golfers until Robert’s name appears again, when on 
the 9th of March 1754 ‘Robert Horn’ entered and played in the 
Silver Club competition at Leith. At this time he had assumed 
his mother’s family name of Horn, on the death of his maternal 
grandfather. On the same date his name can be seen in a famous 
entry that marked the beginning of another pre-eminent golf 
club:

… several gentlemen of the county of Fife had contributed 
for a SILVER CLUB to be played for annually upon the Links 
of St. Andrews ... desired to know what day would be most 
convenient for the Gentlemen Golfers here to honour the 
Gentlemen of Fife with their presence on that occasion. … It 
was the opinion of the Captain and Gentlemen that Tuesday 
30th April next would be the most convenient time for them 
and they appointed Sir Henry Seton Bart, Col. Robert Horn, 
Mr David Dalrymple ... as a Committee to correspond with 
the Gentlemen of Fife ... 9.

It is clear from this entry that ‘Col Robert Horn’ was an eminent 
member of the Company of Gentlemen Golfers, being chosen 
to assist the golfers at St Andrews with the institution of their 
famous golf club. ‘Col. Horn’ was Lieutenant Colonel Robert 
Dalrymple Horn Elphinstone, who was born on 1st March 1718 
and on his marriage in July 1754, to Mary daughter of Sir James 
Elphinstone Bart. of Logie, he assumed the additional surname 
of Elphinstone. He was the third son of Hew Dalrymple of 
Drummore and older brother of David Dalrymple.10 ‘David 
Dalrymple’ (later to be known as Lord Westhall), the third 
delegate, was Elphinstone’s brother and a founder member of 
the Company of Gentlemen Golfers. Westhall served twice as 
Captain of the Club, in 1749 and 1756. Elphinstone’s father, 
Hew Dalrymple (Lord Drummore), was a founder member of 
the Company of Gentlemen Golfers and Captain of the Club in 
1752. ‘Cap Rob Dalrymple of the Guards’, who was elected to 
membership of the Gentlemen Golfers on the 4th of November 
1786, was Elphinstone’s third son. 

The fact that the Bray golfers may have been largely made 
up of Non Commissioned Officers is of significance, which 
will be seen later.

[Extract from a work in progress]
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The St Andrews ‘Rabbit Wars’ of 1801–1821

by
Lyle Slovick

Legendary golf writer Bernard Darwin devoted 
a small chapter of his 1932 book, Out of the Rough to 
The ‘Ifs’ of Golfing History. What if steel shafts hadn’t 
been legalised and we still played with hickory? What 

if the gutta percha ball hadn't been replaced by the rubber-cored 
‘Haskell’ ball? What if the Old Course in St Andrews, Scotland, 
had been rendered unplayable by rabbits and abandoned in the 
early 1800s. What? Actually, Darwin left the last one out of the 
book, but it's an interesting question to consider. People may 
know about hickory shafts and the Haskell ball, but have no 
idea what rascally rabbits had to do with the most famous golf 
course in the world.

Golf had been played for more than 200 years over the 
Pilmor (or Pilmour) Links of St Andrews, when a brouhaha 
erupted between the gentlemen golfers of the Royal and Ancient 
(R&A) Golf Club and the family that leased the land the Links 
occupy, triggering the so-called ‘rabbit wars’ that almost brought 
things to a grinding halt. 

Eighteenth century austerity 
It's an odd tale that began with the politicians mucking things 
up – what a surprise! St Andrews, in decline at the end of the 
eighteenth century and run by an inept Town Council, was in 
need of cash to keep it afloat. In February 1797 it persuaded two 
local merchants, John Gunn and Robert Gourlay, to advance 
the town £2080 Sterling. As security against the loan the two 
men acquired a bond over the Links that gave them the right to 
sell ‘whole or part of the subjects’ at public auction.1 They did 
just that in November 1797, selling part of the land to Thomas 
Erskine for £805.2 In August 1799, Erskine sold the feu (right to 
use the land for an annual payment) to Charles Dempster and 
his son Cathcart.3 Trouble ensued.

The Dempsters rented the land for £130 a year to one James 
Begbie, who bred rabbits on their behalf, selling the pelts and 
meat.4 For almost two years the rabbits did what they do best 
until their numbers overwhelmed the Links, with the scrapes 
and holes they made in the ground becoming an increasing 
nuisance to the golfers.

The situation came to a head in October 1801, when George 
Cheape, Captain of the R&A, wrote to the Town Council, com-
plaining of the ‘destruction of the links’ by the infestation of rab-
bits.5 The members of the Club kept playing and complaining, but 

precious little changed. When Hugh Cleghorn became captain 
in 1802 he upped the ante. On the 15th of January 1803 he moved 
to have members of the Club contribute to a fund ‘sufficient for 
vindicating their right before the Court of Sessions’, and twelve 
members formed a committee ‘for the purpose of carrying on 
a prosecution against the Dempsters’.6 Contributions poured 
in – from as far away as India and the West Indies – as the fund 
reached almost £1000.7 For another two years a case was built 
against the Dempsters, and in December 1805 a ‘state of the 
process’ report was issued.

First proceedings
The plaintiffs maintained that the inhabitants of the City, the 
gentlemen in the neighbourhood and ‘all others who chose to 
resort thither for the purpose of playing golf, have, for time 
immemorial, enjoyed the constant and uninterrupted privilege 
of playing golf ’ on the ground known as Pilmore Links or Links 
of St Andrews, and that privilege was being threatened.8 They 
pointed out that the magistrates and Town Council had histori-
cally restricted tenants – they were not to plough up ‘any part 
of the said golfing course’ or do anything that might injure the 
course.9 The plaintiffs declared that the ‘tenant should not have it 
in his power to make use of the said links as a rabbit warren’.10 If 
action was not taken, the Links ‘will soon be rendered altogether 
unfit for the purpose of playing golf ’ and they moved that the 
Dempsters get rid of the rabbits and ‘keep and preserve the said 
Golf Links, or course of golfing, in the same state of good order, 
and entirely as they have been for ages in time past’.11

Witnesses testified to the condition of the course, with most 
agreeing that it had declined perceptibly. Charles Robertson, 
who for 25 years had served as the greenskeeper, had resigned 
from that position four years earlier because he could not keep 
up with the repair of the scrapes created by the rabbits.12 George 
Mitchell said that before the Dempsters and their tenant arrived, 
there were very few rabbit scrapes or occasions when his ball 
found one, but now he claimed on one occasion, his ball found 
‘a scrape three holes running’.13

George Robertson, who had been a caddie for 25 years, 
claimed that before the Dempsters, rabbits were not numerous 
and people had the right to kill them. There had always been 
‘small holes or scrapes likewise on the course, but there are 50 
now for one there was formerly’. The total number of scrapes and 



 |  25the St andrews rabbit wars

Cathcart Dempster's broadside against 
the Town Council and Society of St Andrews Golfers

Courtesy of the University of St Andrews Library, Cheape of Strathtyrum Papers
Cathcart Dempster

Image courtesy of the Dempster family

holes was even entered into the record, – 895 – with the most 
being the 232 found between the seventh and eighth holes.14 

The Dempsters, for their part, denied that the Links had 
been rendered unfit for playing golf, asserting that they were 
‘actually, just now, and have been, since the commencement of 
the process, in the best possible order’.15 The plaintiffs' argument 
seemed to resonate with those whose opinion mattered. In May 
1806, court magistrates issued an interlocutor to the effect that 
the Society of Golfers had the right to destroy the rabbits, and 
that it was the clear responsibility of the defendants to see that 
no damage be done to the golfing ground.16

Defiance
Two months later, a defiant Cathcart Dempster published 
a signed advertisement addressed to ‘the Inhabitants of St 
Andrews’. ‘You have been stimulated by unsigned advertise-
ments’, he began, ‘in the name of the Magistrates and Golfers, 
to destroy the private property of my father and I on the Links 
of St Andrews, on the ground that you had an undoubted and 
legal right to do so, but I would advise you to pause, before you 
venture to act upon such vague authority’. You can almost see 
the blood rushing to his face as he wrote 

down the words: ‘Far be it from me, to encroach upon any of 
your lawful privileges, but killing of rabbits on these Links is 
NOT one of them’.17

He next addressed the uproar ‘raised against the proprietors 
of the Links, for using them as a Rabbit-Warren, as if they had 
done an unlawful deed. I must, however, inform those who 
make this noise, that they labour under a great mistake; for the 
doing so is strictly lawful being particularly recommended by 
an ACT of PARLIAMENT’. 

He had a point to make, and made it. As far back as 1726 the 
Town Council had allowed William Gib to put ‘his black and 
white rabbits in the Links, during the Council's pleasure; that 
he shall have the privilege of disposing of them; but the Links 
are not to be spoiled where the golfing is used, and the Council 
may recall the grant at a month's notice’.18 The precedent had 
been established. What was in question was whether the rabbits 
were spoiling the grounds.

Dempster argued that at the time ‘the Town Council of St 
Andrews granted my father and I a Disposition to the Links, 
they were actually under a tack [lease] for 19 years as a RABBIT 
WARREN: and which tack we were taken bound to fulfil. But, 
you'll naturally ask, who granted this tack and who wrote it? 
Why, I'll tell you! The then and present CHIEF MAGISTRATE 
of St Andrews GRANTED IT, and the then and present TOWN-
CLERK of St Andrews WROTE IT!!!’ 

Cathcart made a valid argument, and it gives one pause to 
consider the politics of the case. On the one hand there were 
the proper gentlemen golfers, many of whom represented the 
inherited wealth of their forefathers, playing a rich man's game 
in their red jackets and resenting the troublesome rabbits that 
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Top of one of the march stones on the twelfth hole, numbered 8 
on the map opposite, marked ‘G’ on the side facing the course 

were interfering with their leisure pleasures. On the other hand, 
were the Dempsters, successful merchants, who were also mem-
bers of the golfing society, but whose money perhaps was not 
‘old’ enough.19 Even if they had the law on their side, Charles and 
Cathcart were outnumbered. As Oliver Wendell Holmes once 
said, ‘It's a court of law, not a court of justice’. 

In a public reply a week later to Cathcart's testy defence, the 
magistrates of St Andrews and the Society of Golfers countered 
that a rabbit warren on the Links was ‘certainly unjustifiable in 
itself, because, at the time the feu of them was disposed of, the 
magistrates never meant this use should be made of them’. 

Referring to the suit that had been brought and the inter-
locutor issued two months earlier in favour of the plaintiffs, the 
Dempsters were not ‘supported by that Law to which they say they 
have appealed. So very much to the contrary on their protesting 
against four of the GENTLEMEN of the GOLFING SOCIETY, 
who went out in open day to assert their unquestionable right to 
destroy the Rabbits, and on their applying to the Lord Ordinary 
for an interdict to prevent such conflict in the future, the interdict 
was refused’. The killing of the rabbits had been upheld, but hostili-
ties continued. New battle lines were drawn by the two sides, and 
détente would not be achieved for more than a decade. 

More skirmishes and a weary conclusion  
The minutes of the R&A from November 1806 indicate that a 
committee was formed ‘to guard against any encroachment of 
the links, particularly a dyke [a low wall] that Mr Dempster is 
now making between the third and fourth holes’. In March 1807 
a letter was presented to the Club by a member of the R&A, 
John Fraser, who had been attacked and nearly murdered two 
months earlier by one of the Dempsters' men as a reprisal for 
events the previous June.20

One can only imagine how unsettling it was for the golfers 
who ventured out to play in such a hostile environment. The 
records are scant as to the specific behaviour of the parties during 
these years, but we know that in 1812 the matter went on appeal to 
the House of Lords. After a four-day hearing, Lord Eldon found 

that there had been inconsistencies in the decisions of the lower 
court and referred it back to the Court of Session in Scotland. 

The court found as incompetent the finding that the plain-
tiffs had the right to destroy the rabbits. With regard to the 
golfing grounds, the Town Council had ‘no rights whatsoever 
in so far as respects it, so long as their feu duty continues to 
be regularly paid’. In deciding the case, Lord Eldon noted that 
if it were possible to feed cattle on the land, golf balls might 
have found their way into what cattle occasionally leave behind 
them, and the golfer would have been ‘in a worse scrape than if 
he got into a rabbit scrape’. There is no evidence of any further 
proceedings by the parties after this point.21

Lasting peace finally came in 1821 when James Cheape, a 
wealthy landowner and former captain of the R&A purchased 
the Links. As a young man, Cheape went to India and was 
employed in the civil establishment by the East India Company, 
for many years at the presidency in Bombay. He returned to 
Scotland and in 1782 acquired the estate of Strathtyrum, which 
adjoins the southern boundary of the Links. He joined the 
Society of St Andrews Golfers and five years later won the Silver 
Club, which earned with it the captaincy of the Club.22

Cheape lived a quiet life on his estate, but was drawn into 
the rabbit wars when crops on his Balgrove farm were destroyed 
by rabbits, which consumed ‘the corn, turnip, and potatoe [sic] 
crops’. One of the witnesses in the 1805 case, George Russell, 
who had owned a rabbit warren of his own, estimated that there 
were 900 rabbits on the Links, and testified that they could 
travel a mile to search for food, which they found in abundance 
on Cheape's farm.23

It's hard to know why James Cheape bought the Links; per-
haps he wanted more land; perhaps it was his love of golf. But 
when he became the owner in 1821, he changed the history of the 
course. His agent, John Govan, notified him in a letter dated the 
13th of July of that year: ‘I give you joy of becoming the purchaser 
of the Pilmor Links, which I have this moment effected at the 
upset price of £3150. I hope you continue to be satisfied with 
your acquisition, which always seemed to me to add very much 
indeed to the dignity of Strathtyrum, whose eastern boundary 
will now be washed twice a day, so long as the world remains, 
by the German Ocean’ [the North Sea].24 

George Cheape congratulated his brother on becoming ‘the 
Laird of St Andrews Links and I sincerely hope you will enjoy 
them. I don’t say they will ever become a profitable concern 
[but] I have no doubt but the people will be very happy they 
have at least come into your hands’.25 Little did George know that 
today St Andrews would have seven courses and golfers would 
come from all over the world to play some 45,000 rounds per 
year on the Old Course alone. Certainly George, it has become 
a profitable concern. 

It was quite fortuitous that James Cheape became the owner 
of the Links when he did. Although he had the legal right ‘of 
having a Rabbit-Warren there whenever he chooses’, wrote his 
agent, Govan, ‘on the contrary, wishing to evince his good will 
to the Honourable Company of Golfers, of which he is himself 
one of the oldest members, he has ordered his game-keeper and 
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Martin’s 1821 map defines the narrow strip that formed the golf course – the same nine holes were played out, as were reversed on 
the way home. Each of the 24 march stones defining the boundary of the golf course is numbered

Reproduced by kind permission of The Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews
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has given permission to his friends to destroy the Rabbits to 
prevent the possibility of injuring the links – so that at present 
few of those animals are to be seen’. 26

Cheape also took steps to define the boundaries of the course 
by having it surveyed and marked with march stones denoting 
the edges of the golfing grounds. In a letter to Colonel Bethune 
of Blebo dated the 7th of  December, 1821 he explained: ‘I have a 
letter from Mr Alex Martin, the Gentleman whom I employed 
to survey the links of St Andrews ... to say that he would be on 
the ground as on this day with his Plan, so as far as it could be 
done until the March Stones were placed. The stones are ready 
and I hope there will be no obstruction to their being placed, 
as I am ready to give my consent to any extention [sic] of the 
Golfing Ground that may be judged reasonable.’

In the same letter, Cheape made note of a meeting he had 
on the 28th of September with 30 members of the Club, and 
his desire to relinquish the right to pursue any legal action with 
regard to his right to use the land for any means he wished. He 
was ‘ready to confirm the entire privilege of the Golfing Ground, 
as the Society at present proposed it’. Cheape reminded Blebo how 
the members had ‘received this my declaration to put a stop to all 
future litigation. I may say they approved of it by acclamation as 
they honoured me with three hearty cheers on the occasion’. 

James Cheape died in 1824, leaving no children.27 He was 
succeeded by his brother George, twenty years his junior, who 
was Laird of Strathtyrum until his death in 1850. It was George 
who had been the first to warn the Town Council in 1801 of the 
damage being done to the Links by the rabbits. His grandson, 
James, himself a member of the R&A, sold the Links to the Club 
in 1894 for £5000, but the family remained in control of the 
estate.28 In the family papers preserved in the University of St 
Andrews, there are account books kept by James Cheape. They 
indicate him selling, from 1904–1910, to Robert Pratt, butcher 
in St Andrews – what else – rabbits! Today you see a hare or two 
while walking the Old Course, but the war waged against them 
ended almost 200 years ago, allowing the course to survive – 
and thrive – in peace.
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Letter from Oz

Yet another cinematic remake of The Great Gatsby has 
just been filmed in Sydney with Baz Luhrmann directing and 

Leonardo DiCaprio in the title role. The film is due to be released 
some time in 2013. Tommy Moore – stalwart of the Australian 
Golf Heritage Society and Curator of the AGHS Museum – played 
an important part in the production of the film. 

It has some golfing scenes and Tommy was called on to 
provide period clubs and accessories. He enjoyed the experience 
but tells of hectic times: last-minute requests to re-grip clubs 
with leather of the right colour; authentic spikes for expensive 
designer shoes; filming square-meshed balls falling into a studio 
water tank yet creating the illusion that this was happening on a 
golf course. All in all I think he enjoyed the experience.

The article I wrote on The Croquet Stroke in Golf in the 
September 2011 issue has inspired questions like: What do you 
think of the broomstick putter and the belly putter? Should 
they be banned? This was an issue I studiously avoided in the 
TTG article. I do have some opinions, the main one being that 
what counts are the views of the R&A and USGA. There are, 
however, lessons to be learned from croquet style putting.

Croquet style was radically different from traditional putting 
because it allowed the player to use a stroke in the vertical plane 
and to stand in the address position with both eyes directly over 
the line of the putt. The style was popular from the mid 1950s 
until 1968 when it was banned. The ban was simple: players were 
no longer allowed to stand astride the line; nor could they use a 
putter with a shaft at right angles to the head.

I might not have looked hard enough, but during my 
research I did not find a huge outcry against the ban on croquet 
style putting nor waves of litigation directed at the R&A and 
USGA. Yet thousands of club golfers and a few touring profes-
sionals must have been very put out by the ban. Today, when the 
ruling bodies discuss the possibility of banning the broomstick 
and belly putters, the threat of litigation must loom large. I 
believe it would come mainly from the top professionals. If the 
ban cost them, say, one stroke per round in a four round event, 
their earnings and status would plunge dramatically. Would loss 
of earnings be grounds for litigation?

The discussions I’ve heard about a possible ban astonish 
me. Some of the ideas bandied about on how the ban might be 
effected and the Rules re-formulated seem incredibly tortuous.
Few golfers realise that under the current Rules putters must 
conform to a minimum length, namely eighteen inches (45.7 
centimetres) as in Appendix II, 1c. The Rules could easily be 
amended by specifying a maximum length for putters, say 34 
inches (86.4 centimetres). This would make the broomstick 
putter non-conforming and belly putting a much less attractive 
proposition.

In the June issue of TTG I wrote about the Norfolk Island golf 
course and claims for it to be the oldest golf course in Australia. 
Since my June item John Scarth Lovell has distributed some 
quotations from prisoners’ narratives obtained from the 
archives by his fellow-researcher in London. They indicate that 
an early golf course on the island was laid out by convict labour; 
details and references will have to wait until full publication 
of the research. For the information of TTG readers, Norfolk 
Island is located some 1400 km east of mainland Australia. The 
first penal settlement lasted from 1788 to 1814 and the second 
from 1825 to 1853, with some convicts remaining until 1855.

The 2012 Australian Hickory Shaft Championship will be held 
over the Carnarvon Golf Club, Sydney, on Friday the 30th of 
November. Entries to this open event have increased over the 
years and a field of 60 or more is expected. Perry Somers is 
the current title holder. Entry forms are on the website www.
australiangolfheritage.org.au and international players are 
welcome. (Don’t worry about the Golf Link No. on the entry 
form,) Those from the northern hemisphere may welcome the 
chance to play golf in kinder weather and if anyone would like to 
make the trip for a golfing holiday I am happy to advise on and 
help with additional games. Contact SheretMA@bigpond.com 

Michael Sheret

BGCS member Tom Moore

Letter from oz



30 |  Through the Green ·  september 2012

Jubilee Celebrations at St Andrews

The official Jubilee programme started on 
the morning of Wednesday the 28th of June in the 
Woodcutter’s Cottage in the grounds of the Hill of 
Tarvit property belonging to the National Trust of 

Scotland. David Anderson, the curator, welcomed us with 
background history of the house, the estate and the Sharpe 
family, who were keen golfers and active within the R&A. Their 
own personal nine-hole course was laid out in the parkland 
surrounding the house. It was resurrected and re-laid a few 
years ago as Kingarrock, a specialist course for hickory play, 
with design help from Peter McEvoy. 

In a competition organised by Philip Truett, we played with 
hickory clubs and soft-compression balls mimicking the carry 
of an 1897 gutty. Strategy was clear: avoid the sodden rough and 
hit an iron or two more than normal. We were in luck. The soft 
drizzle ceased within a hole or two of the shotgun start, and we 
finished in warm conditions. We then had a light lunch in the 
Orangery of the big house. Play was in teams of three with the 
best two scores out of three counting on any one hole. The win-
ners were Stuart Gibbs, John Dixon and Mungo Park with 46 
points, by a single point from Paul Walker, Gavin Bottrell and 
John Still. Star individual player in the challenging conditions 
was John Dixon with 26 points. Roger Williams revealed him-
self as a fine player and easily won the long-driving competition, 
and Clive Mitchell won the prize for nearest the hole.

The Literati of the Links then met in the main hall of the 
house. This one of the grandest venues yet enjoyed by the group, 
and the attendance of over 25 was a record high. David Purdie 
spoke on shipments of clubs and balls to Charleston, Carolina 
in 1739, four years earlier than any previous record of which we 
were aware; Peter Fry traced the beginnings of the Ryder Cup, 
pointing out inaccuracies that are perpetuated in published his-
tories; Peter Lewis traced the arcane publishing history of John 

Clerk’s View of St Andrews from the West; Robin Bargmann 
outlined the career of John Sutherland, Secretary of Dornoch 
GC; Neil Millar described typographical inconsistencies in 
different editions of Wedderburn’s Vocabula; David Anderson 
showed us golfing snaps from the family album of the owners of 
Hill of Tarvit; and Stephen Barnard described an early exam-
ple of gender equality at Aldburgh Golf Club. We finished by 
thanking David Anderson and Michelle Thissen, both BGCS 
members, for their outstanding support at Hill of Tarvit.

The assembly moved on to a reception at the British Golf 
Museum, where we were welcomed by the Director of Heritage, 
Angela Howe, and treated to tasty nibbles and champagne. 
Angela paid tribute to the loan collections that contributed 
significantly to displays, and to the Society, for its sustained 
encouragement of golf heritage. Society members were 
given courtesy access to the Museum over both days of our 
celebrations.

Dinner in the Links Clubhouse on the Wednesday evening was 
a relaxed affair, marked by eloquent expressions of appreciation 
from Robert Williams, the new Director of the USGA Museum 
and Library; and from Phil Kostolnik, recent past president 
of the Golf Collectors Society. On behalf of the USGA, Robert 
presented the Society with an illuminated address, while Phil, 
for the GCS, gave us a beautiful inlaid box and wooden gavel, 
with which to keep order at future Society meetings.

The evening proceeded with the award of the 2012 Murdoch 
Medal to Pat Colledge, for his excellent history of the Bruntsfield 
Links Golfing Society. Pat received the award with modesty, giv-
ing full acknowledgement to Chic Harper, designer of his book, 
before entertaining us with reminiscences of his participation 
in the Boy’s Championship of 1946 at Bruntsfield. Chic has been 

Messrs Dixon, Gibbs and Park - Winning team at Kingarrock Mungo Park and Sheila Baird stand next to a familiar portrait 
Image courtesy of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews
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responsible for designing books recognised in the last three 
awards of the Murdoch Medal.

We had been warned of heavy rain on Thursday, and an amber 
flooding alert was announced for Central Scotland. At St 
Andrews, there was a haar that restricted visibility to 100 yards 
on occasions – but no soaking. The New Course was an excellent 
test of golf at 6300 yards, the fairways and the greens firm, with 
a modest easterly breeze that always seemed to be across the line 
of the holes. In common with many courses, the rough was thick, 
soft and clinging, giving an automatic stroke penalty when found 
from the tee. Star player on the day was local member Roger 
McStravick, who shot an excellent 74 off eight handicap for an 
untouchable 41 points to win one of the Founders Bowls. Roger 
said later that he was familiar with most of the required line to the 
holes, and the mist served only to help him concentrate on indi-
vidual shots. Roger having won the scratch trophy with a score of 
34 points, Charles Abbot, a founder member of the Society, won 
fittingly, the handicap division for the other Founders Bowl. It 
should be noted that these trophies were specially commissioned 
as unique trophies from the Rye Pottery by the three surviving 
founders of the Society, Peter Crabtree, Tim Smartt and Philip 
Truett, to whom we are indebted.

The remainder of the afternoon was taken up with a putting 
competition over the famous Himalayas course for the 
President’s Putter, a prize, as the name suggests, donated by 
Philip Truett. Pin positions on the severe undulations were test-
ing, and anything under level threes represented a respectable 
score. The course record for the eighteen holes is an amazing 34; 
our own putting champion was Perry Somers with an excellent 
40, by a margin of 5 over Graeme Lennie. Winner of the ladies 
prize was Lesley Bradley.   

Throughout the day, Tim Smartt had organised small groups 
of BGCS members to have tours of the R&A Clubhouse, with 
particular reference to the collections of trophies, clubs, balls, 
and artwork. The R&A members leading the groups were Messrs 

Crabtree, Hamilton, Smartt and Truett. Mungo Park and Sheila 
Baird, both descendants of Willie Park, re-acquainted themselves 
with the Portrait of Old Willie, that is hung on the stairs of the 
Clubhouse. The portrait was painted by John Bonnar in 1895 and  
was gifted to the Club by the Park family in 1973.  

The climax of the celebrations was a grand dinner in Forgan 
House, the dining facility of the R&A, overlooking the eight-
eenth green of the Old Course. We were joined by our guest of 
honour, Alistair Low, Captain of the R&A. After a fine meal, in 
a space familiar to us from Victorian photographs of the Forgan 
workshop, our President, Philip Truett proposed a toast to the 
royal and ancient game of golf; Alistair Low proposed a toast to 
the Society in a speech of wit and grace; and David Kirkwood 
responded inimitably. 

Thus concluded two days that were enjoyed by all, in which 
we celebrated the foundation of our Society 25 years ago in 
London’s Army and Navy Club. Arrangements were finessed 
by the three surviving founders of the Society, most notably 
Peter Crabtree, to whom we give our sincere thanks.

David Kirkwood with Alistair Low, Captain of the R&A, and 
guest of honour at our jubilee dinner

Philip Truett presents one of the Founders Bowls to Charles AbbottRoger McStravick won the scratch prize with a fine round
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Anent the Golf….

THE YEAR 1787 was an historic one in many different 
ways. The Society aimed at abolishing the slave trade 
was formed. The United States Constitution was in 
the process of being written. The first convict ships 

set sail from Portsmouth for Australia; the MCC (Marylebone 
Cricket Club) was founded; Captain Bligh set sail on the Bounty 
for Tahiti; and Mozart wrote Eine Kleine Nachtmusik.

In Glasgow, where the population had grown from fewer 
than 13,000 at the beginning of the century to over 45,000, 
Sunday Schools were first established. At Meikle Govan on the 
River Clyde 51 salmon were caught in a net at one draught – 
several of them were from 30 to 40 pounds and the smallest 
was over six pounds. The Calton weavers went on strike at not 
being granted a price increase. ‘The Riot Act having been read’ 
the protesters were ordered to disperse. They refused, so the 39th 
Regiment of Foot opened fire, killing three of the strikers and 
wounding many others.

And that happened not very far from where, as the Glasgow 
Mercury reported on the 28th of March 1787: ‘Yesterday the Silver 
Club was played for in the Green of Glasgow, for the first time, 
and was won by Captain James Clark.’ 

So who were the 22 men who came together to organise and 
play in that competition and who are thus regarded as Glasgow 
Golf Club’s founding fathers?

Movers and shakers
Clark himself had enlisted in the Royal Glasgow Volunteers (83rd 
Regiment of Foot), one of the many regiments raised in 1778 

to try to quell the American Revolution. Several others, Major 
Archibald Campbell, Captain Thomas Peters and Captain David 
Shanks, were also Army men, while the man who became Club 
Captain in 1789, William Bogle Junior, became a Lieutenant-
Colonel and died on active service in the Napoleonic Wars.

But the majority of the 22 were merchants in the city, many 
of them making a very comfortable living, mainly from the 
sugar and rum they were importing from the West Indies, as 
the Virginian tobacco trade which had been largely responsible 
for Glasgow’s growth in the first half of the eighteenth century 
had been decimated by the American War of Independence. 

Because of that trading connection, several of them were 
members of the West India Club and others belonged to the 
Sugar Association. At least six of them were members of the Pig 
Club, five also belonged to the Hodge Podge Club and others 
were members of the Board of Green Cloth – three of the many 
convivial clubs that were one of the most marked features of 
that time in Glasgow.

Convivial may be a euphemism for eating, drinking and 
gambling, but the inclination and ability to master these arts were 
not the only criteria for club membership in the late eighteenth 
century, connections being every bit as important. Strang referred 
to ‘the sugar aristocracy’ and reflected ‘when we look over the 
array of names that made up the … Pig Club, we feel bound to 
acknowledge that it would be somewhat difficult … to select out 
of the wider field of the City’s wealth, a body at once so influential 
… or men who, in the eyes of their fellow citizens could be looked 
up to as the really acknowledged rulers of Glasgow’. 

So it’s not surprising that many of the 22 were also described 
as being ‘of Glasgow’s bluest blood’. At least nine of them had 
or would have both addresses ‘in town’ and much grander 
country houses beyond the then boundary. Most of them 
were heavily involved in the running of the fledgling city: 
Bailies, Burgesses, Deans of Guild, City Treasurer, Postmaster, 
City Chamberlain, Dean of Faculties at the University, Lord 
Lieutenant, Deacons of the Bonnetmakers and Dyers, the 
Maltmen and the Hammermen, Deacon Convener, President of 
the Humane Society, Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce 
and Superintendent of Lighthouses were some of the posts they 
filled and titles they held.

With Glasgow Golf Club celebrating its 225th anniversary this year, Club Archivist Nevin McGhee decided 
to try to find out what he could about the 22 founding members. His researches uncovered more than he had 

bargained for.

Plaque commemorating the founder members of the Club
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were unquestionably the men who commissioned an Edinburgh 
silversmith, William Patrick Cunningham, to make the first 
Silver Club that hangs in the clubhouse at Killermont today, 
and they were certainly the 22 who first competed for it on the 
27th of March 1787 – 225 years ago.
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Major Campbell, ‘a large burly man with a red face and 
bushy white whiskers, much liked for his agreeable manners 
and pleasant conversation’, went on to become an MP while 
three others, James Black of Craigmaddie, Laurence Craigie – 
the Club’s first Secretary and ‘the handsomest man of his time 
in Glasgow’ – and John Hamilton of Northpark, ‘a merchant of 
the highest standing commercially and socially’, subsequently 
became Lord Provost of Glasgow. In fact, one of those three was 
Lord Provost for all but six of the 20 years from 1798.

Probably not surprisingly, there seems to have been quite a 
bit of inter-marrying between some of their families. The Bogles, 
one of Glasgow’s oldest families, and the Hamiltons appear to 
have been particularly fecund. For example, John and George 
Hamilton’s mother was Mary Bogle; John married Helen Bogle; 
George married her younger sister Agnes and, when she died, 
married her cousin Margaret Bogle. And John’s son married 
Margaret, the twin daughter of Club member William Bogle.

The other particularly strong link between the original 
22, as was the case with many of the golf and bowling clubs 
founded in the eighteenth century, was the Masonic Order. Two 
were members of the Lodge of Glasgow St John and at least 
seven belonged to Glasgow Kilwinning Lodge No 4. Masonic 
historians suggest it would be reasonable to surmise that more 
than seven may have been members of No 4, but no records of 
its activities were kept between 1775 and 1808. Others may have 
been members of the Glasgow Argyle Lodge, but its records 
have been lost.

One of the oldest clubs
However, the most intriguing thing my research has unearthed 
is that Glasgow Golf Club could be a lot older than we have 
traditionally thought. When I discovered the three-line report 
of the first playing of the Silver Club in the Glasgow Mercury 
of 1787, I thought that was pretty special. But that was nothing 
compared to the Eureka moment I experienced when I found 
an entry in the Glasgow Burgh Council Act Book dated the  23rd 
of September 1760. It reads:

Anent the golf. … The which day a Petition given in by Patrick 
Bogle of Hamiltouns Farm, for self and others who use the 
exercise of the golf, craving liberty on their own expense to 
make an addition to the present lodge in the Green, on the 
east side thereof, for their better accommodation.

That minute clearly implies that golf on a well-organised basis 
was being played by more than a handful of Glasgow men on 
Glasgow Green for some considerable time before 1787. Indeed, 
I don’t think it’s stretching things too far to suggest there was a 
Glasgow Golf Club in existence in all but name 252 years ago – 
and what provides the specific link is the lead name in that 1760 
petition to the Burgh Council – Patrick Bogle.

For my research into the Bogle family shows that Patrick 
(a member of Glasgow Kilwinning Lodge No 4) was not only a 
distant cousin of at least one of the two William Bogles in the 
‘original’ 22 but also, through his sister Mary, he was the uncle 
of ‘founder members’ John and George Hamilton. 

So, after all that, our original 22 may not actually be our 
founding fathers at all. We may never know for certain. But they The 1760 Council minute on golf facilities at Glasgow Green

Anent the golf
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‘Uncertainties & Contradictions’
Part 3 

As detailed in Part One, the contemporary British 
newspapers and the various French sources placed 
the action between the Solebay and Dolphin with the 
French frigate the Maréchal de Belle-Isle in a number 

of different locations, namely just off Red Head, fifteen miles 
south of Red Head, 24 miles from the mouth of the Firth of 
Forth and in the mouth of the Firth of Forth. In Part Two, it was 
shown that according to the Admiralty records the engagement 
took place about ten to fifteen miles east of St Andrews in the 
area around Bell Rock; that the engagement lasted for about 
four hours and the ships were constantly moving, so there 
was no single location. At one point the Dolphin came within 
ten miles of St Andrews and it was a relatively calm day. The 
Admiralty records make a very compelling case for the battle 
taking place ten to fifteen miles east of St Andrews. On the 
evidence surveyed to date, the only sources that place the battle 
in St Andrews Bay are the sketch and etching by John Clerk 
along with the accompanying captions for the etching. The case 
for Clerk getting it right is largely circumstantial and we need 
to start by looking closely at Clerk’s interest in naval history 
and tactics. 

An Inquiry into Naval Tactics
Clerk had a lifelong interest in naval matters and he published 
An Inquiry into Naval Tactics in January 1782. Clerk printed 
50 copies, which he handed ‘among friends’ and presented to 
‘professional men’. In that spring, he sent some copies to ‘his 
Majesty’s Ministers’.1 The book opens with an overview of naval 
tactics to date.  This is followed by the study of ten battles. 
The final section consists of a series of tactical innovations 
proposed by Clerk. The heart of An Inquiry into Naval Tactics is 
the analysis of ten naval battles fought between 1744 and 1781.2  
This takes the form of reproducing the British admirals’ official 
dispatches of the battle, followed by his own descriptions and 
then an analysis of the tactics used. He then used these studies 
as a platform for proposing tactical innovations.  

So in the mid-1770s, when he was in the midst of formulat-
ing his ideas on naval tactics, he etched the caption:  ‘A view of St 
Andrews from the west with the sea combat of the Dolphin and 

the Solebay with the Belisle French Frigate 1758.’ In 1786, after he 
had already published An Inquiry into Naval Tactics, he wrote 
the longer caption: ‘The Town of St Andrews from the west’.  The 
combat between the Solebay and Dolphin, British Frigates and 
the Belisle, a French Frigate of 44 guns commanded by Mons. 
Thurot, was so near land that many of the shot came on shore 
on the Links.’  

Clerk was a man who spent a great deal of time reading 
naval dispatches and thinking about both small and large-scale 
battles. One would naturally assume that he would have placed 
the engagement between the Dolphin and Solebay and the Belle-
Isle in the correct location. This is further reinforced by the fact 
that the Earl of Buchan presented an album of Clerk’s etchings 
to George III in 1786 and it is this album that contains the long 
hand written caption specifically mentioning cannon balls land-
ing on the Links. Four years later, in 1790, Clerk published An 
Essay on Naval Tactics Part One, which was a revised and much 
expanded version of An Inquiry into Naval Tactics. The long 
caption that specifies the cannon shot landing on the Links was 
written between the publication dates of his two books. 

Clerk was not only keenly interested in naval history and 
tactics, but he was also a founding fellow of the Society of 
Antiquaries of Scotland in 1780 and of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh in 1783. A very significant point to bear in mind is 
that his depiction of the battle is remarkably accurate, showing 
the action when the Dolphin has been forced to fall astern to 
make repairs while the Solebay is attacking the Belle-Isle. Clerk 
obviously had a detailed knowledge of the events of the 26th of 
May 1758. So in a sense, the whole case for Clerk rests on the 
assumption that given his background and scholarly interests, 
one would have expected him to show the action in the correct 
location. However, this circumstantial evidence is not enough 
to override the weight of the Admiralty records, which place the 
battle in the vicinity of Bell Rock and none of the other sources 
make any mention of St Andrews Bay. 

If the battle didn’t take place close to land, just off the coast 
of St Andrews, then why did Clerk persist in stating that it did 
three times over an almost 30-year period?  That in itself is quite 
a mystery. 

Peter N Lewis 
concludes his investigation into the possible bombardment of St Andrews Links in 1758
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Sources not yet found
One possible explanation is that Clerk had access to at least one 
account of the action that placed the engagement by the Links. 
There are two indications that there were many more accounts 
of what happened on the 26th of May 1758 in circulation beyond 
the sources I have previously cited.

The first was a response that Lt Champernowne of the 
Solebay gave during Marlow’s court martial. He was asked by 
the court: ‘Did, after the action was over, Captain Craig, you, 
the other officers or ship’s company of the Solebay, at your first 
arrival in Scotland, complain of Captain Marlow’s misconduct, 
or not doing his duty during the time of the action and lay the 
fault upon his misconduct for her escaping?’ Champernowne 
replied that ‘as for our parts we wanted to contradict false 
reports that were spread concerning the Solebay, without mean-
ing to cast any reflection upon the Dolphin’.3 So obviously there 
were stories circulating almost as soon as the ships returned to 
Leith on the 27th of May about the actions of the Solebay. As the 
newspaper reports I have found are not particularly critical of 
that ship’s actions, there were obviously additional stories being 
told, either verbally or written down.  

The second is Robert Craig’s letter to Marlow on the 2nd of 
December 1758. The Solebay’s former captain complained about 
damaging remarks about how ‘the Solebay did not get up in two 
hours to justify the Belisle’s not being taken’ which had been 
published in a letter in Aberdeen. I have not been able to find 
that letter in the Aberdeen Journal. So again there is possibly 
another source to be tracked down.4  

This was an age of prolific pamphlet writing. For example, 
the Honourable Augustus Hervey, third Earl of Bristol, who was 
a naval captain during the Seven Years War and later a Vice-
Admiral of the Blue, wrote over 1,000 folio pages of speeches, 
pamphlets, broadsides and newspaper articles between 1746 and 
1779. This was the output of a single person and gives some 
idea of how prolific pamphlet and broadside writers were in the 
middle of the eighteenth century.5 Between Champernowne’s 
comments at the court martial and Craig’s letter, we have a clear 
indication that there was much written about the battle beyond 
that in newspapers, the French sources and the Admiralty 
records. Clerk may have had access to far more material than I 
have found and perhaps one of those accounts located the battle 
in St Andrews Bay, close to the Links. As we shall see, there was 
a large Royal Navy squadron based in Leith between October 
1759 and March 1760 that included the Dolphin under Marlow’s 
command. The officers and men of the squadron could have 
been the sources for additional accounts of the engagement on 
the 26th of May 1758.6

Shots on shore
If the battle took place out by Bell Rock, then cannon balls could 
not have landed on the Links. However, it is extremely likely 
that it sounded as if they might do so. The 26th of May 1758 was 
a hazy day with a light easterly wind. There were no physical 
structures between the site of the engagement and the town of 
St Andrews – ideal conditions for sound travel and there was 

a great deal of sound. The master of the Dolphin recorded the 
amount of shot expended in the engagement by his ship.  The 
ship’s nine-pound cannons fired 192 rounds of ordinary shot, 50 
rounds of double shot and 80 rounds of grape shot, for a total of 
322 rounds. The three-pound cannons fired nineteen rounds of 
ordinary shot and eleven rounds of grape shot.  The swivel guns 
fired 140 rounds. This comes to a total of 492 rounds, of which 
322 were fired from her heaviest weapons. Altogether, the ship 
used 1,131 pounds of powder and the Dolphin was just one of the 
three ships involved. Unfortunately, we don’t have the similar 
figures for the Solebay and the Belle-Isle. The Belle-Isle carried 
more guns and these were largely the heavier twelve-pound 
cannons. If the other two ships fired roughly the same number 
of shots, this would mean something like 1,500 cannon rounds 
going off in the course of the battle.7 

In short, all of this gunfire would have been very loud 
and almost certainly heard clearly in St Andrews. As it was a 
hazy day it is unlikely that the ships could have been seen for 
at least part of the time, but with an easterly breeze, there is 
also a very good chance that the smoke from the gunfire would 
have drifted on-shore. By way of comparative evidence, when 
the Southampton fought Thurot’s squadron in 1757, there was a 
newspaper report which stated that gunfire could be heard on 
the Isle of Wight, some 30 miles from the probable location of 
the battle.8 The action between the Dolphin and Solebay against 
the Belle-Isle was half that distance from St Andrews. 

In the telling of the story, perhaps there was some embel-
lishment so that ‘it sounded like the cannon balls were landing 
on the Links’ became ‘the cannon balls landed on the Links’. 
Given the way stories can be changed in their transmission to 
second and third parties, this is not entirely out of the question.  
So another explanation is that Clerk was told the cannon balls 
did land on the Links rather than sounding as if they were going 
to do so.

Another point of view
Having looked at the more obvious explanations, it is time to 
look at the iconography of the sketch and the etching. In many 
ways, very little about the two pictures makes sense when com-
pared to Clerk’s other works. He was mainly a topographical 
artist.  Whereas ships feature in a number of his prints, they are 
not the main subject matter.  I have viewed over 100 Clerk prints 
and St Andrews from the West is the only one I have seen which 
depicts a contemporary or near contemporary military action 
of any kind and is specifically captioned as such. So these are 
quite unusual pictures by Clerk that don’t seem to fit with his 
other known works. We have a topographical artist who doesn’t 
produce battle scenes adding a naval engagement into what is 
otherwise a superb view of St Andrews.  Not only does he add 
the battle scene, but he draws the viewer’s attention to it with 
the caption on the etching.  

Assuming the battle took place around Bell Rock, we have 
to wonder if there was a reason why Clerk moved it. If he had 
wanted to balance his composition, he could have simply shown 
ships in the bay as he did with a number of his other works 

uncertainties and contradictions
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– they didn’t need to be fighting one another.  We also have 
to wonder why he showed cannon balls landing on the Links 
in the etching and why he is so specific in his use of the word 
‘Links’ in the 1786 caption. Perhaps we are not looking at the 
pictures in the right way.  Perhaps the sketch and etching have a 
second meaning and that he deliberately placed the battle in St 
Andrews Bay so close to land.  

The invasion scare of 1759
In order to try to solve this conundrum, we need to understand 
a bit more about what happened after the 26th of May 1758. To 
do this we have to start with Thurot’s activities in 1759 and 
1760.

 In the course of 1759, the French put into action a grand 
plan to invade Britain.  The main invasion army was to land 
in Maldon in Essex and march on London. A second, smaller 
force was to land near Irvine and head for Glasgow and then 
Edinburgh. A much smaller diversionary force under Captain 
François Thurot was to attack along the English or Irish coast. 
The French plans began to unravel with the defeat of La Clue’s 
fleet by Admiral Boscawen at Lagos Bay on the 18th of August 
1759. This left the main French fleet under Admiral Conflans at 
Brest, where he was blockaded by Admiral Hawke and Thurot’s 
squadron at Dunkirk, which was blockaded by Commodore 
William Boys.9    

Thurot’s force consisted of the Maréchal de Belle-Isle (44 
guns), the Bégon (36), the Blonde (36), the Terpsichore (26), the 
Amaranthe (18) and the Faucon (8). Carried on board the ships 
were about 1,300 troops under the command of Brigadier N de 
Flobert. Thurot, who was now a commissioned officer in the 
French navy, had command of the force while at sea but Flobert 
was to command once they had landed. A strong storm began 
blowing on the 11th of October 1759, which ultimately drove both 
Hawke and Boys off their stations. On the 15th of October Thurot 
was able to escape from Dunkirk.  

The French escape caused considerable alarm and it was 
widely believed through intelligence received by the government 
that Thurot was heading for Scotland. The Scottish Commander-
in-Chief, General Lord George Beauclerk, planned a series of 
strategic options depending on where the French landed while 
Boys’ squadron based itself in Leith, both to hunt for Thurot and 
protect the east coast. Boys did this in a very cautious manner.10 
The anonymous epigram published in the Caledonian Mercury 
on the 29th of October 1759 was perhaps closer to the truth than 
the author knew:

When the mighty Thurot vow’d revenge again
And stretch’d his hostile canvas o’er the main;
Enrag’d to see his country in disgrace,
Their coasts insulted, and despis’d their race,
Even Scotia’s sons, so long supreme in fame!
Now learn to start, and tremble at his name!
But our great Pitt, disdainful of his noise,
To fight this mighty man, he sent us Boys.

The prospect of a descent by Thurot was thought to be very 
real and there was considerable alarm in Scotland. The 

Magistrates of Aberdeen were particularly concerned about 
a French invasion. On the 25th of October 1759 they wrote to 
the Earl of Holdernesse, the Secretary of State for the Northern 
Department, that Aberdeen had ‘an open sandy bay, where a 
number of troops could be landed in a very short space of time, 
so we are much exposed to the invasion of a foreign enemy, and 
there is great reason to believe, may be the first place that will 
be attacked.’ They requested that troops be sent to defend them. 
Such was the Magistrates concern that Thurot would land at 
Aberdeen that they consulted the leading men of the town and 
then held a head court: 

‘to deliberate about the necessary measures to be taken on 
this very urgent occasion.  The propositions stated by the 
magistrates were, whether the burgesses should take arms to 
defend the town – or if, in case of surrender, the magistrates 
should be justified in making the best terms they could for 
the community.11

They repeated their request for regular troops to Holdernesse 
on the 24th of November. For the first month after his escape 
from Dunkirk, the British simply did not know where Thurot 
had gone. By the 13th of November they had received intelligence 
that Thurot was in the Swedish port of Gothenburg but were 
still concerned that he would make a descent on Scotland.12 
The threat of a major French invasion further south was ended 
when Sir Edward Hawke destroyed Conflans’ fleet at the battle 
of Quiberon Bay on the 20th of November 1759. We know now 
that after eluding Boys, Thurot sailed to Gothenburg in Sweden 
and in November went to Bergen in Norway. He then sailed 
to the Faroe Islands until the 26th of January 1760. The point 
is that in the closing months of 1759, the British didn’t know 
what would happen in the future and stayed on full alert in 
Scotland. Indeed there were rumours in the newspapers that 
Thurot’s forces had landed in Scotland in early November and 
early December.13 

When Thurot finally appeared, it was off the north coast of 
Ireland on the 30th of January 1760 with four ships, the Belle-Isle, 
the Blonde, the Amaranthe and the Terpsichore.14 It was another 
three weeks before Thurot was able to enter Belfast Lough, by 
which time the Amaranthe had left the squadron to return to 
France. He wanted to attack Belfast but Flobert insisted that 
they land at Carrickfergus. On the 21st of February, Flobert 
duly attacked and captured Carrickfergus. Needless to say, 
this caused a sensation and the Duke of Bedford, the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, sent out appeals for any Royal Navy ships 
in the area to come to his aid. As chance would have it, three 
frigates, the Aeolus (32 guns), the Brilliant and the Pallas (both 
36 guns) were in Kinsale and responded on 24th of February.  
Boys, still at Leith, received reports of the landing on the 23rd but 
thought they were a different squadron and wanted to remain 
in Leith in the event that Thurot appeared on the east coast. It 
wasn’t until the 27th that Boys received confirmation that it was 
Thurot who had landed in Ireland. He tried to set out in pursuit 
but contrary winds prevented him getting out of the Firth of 
Forth. The French troops re-embarked on the 25th of February. 
Bad weather kept Thurot in the harbour and he was still there 
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when the Aeolus, commanded by John Elliott, the Brilliant and 
the Pallas arrived off Carrickfergus on the 26th.  The same bad 
weather kept the British ships out of the harbour. Thurot finally 
came out at about 4am on the 28th but was soon spotted. The 
British gave chase and caught up to the French off the Isle of 
Man at around 9am. The action lasted about 90 minutes. Two 
of the French ships, the Blonde and the Terpsichore surrendered. 
Thurot boldly attacked the British ships but was killed in action 
and the Belle-Isle captured.15 This ended the invasion scare and 
most of Boys’ squadron sailed south at the beginning of March 
1760.16  The relevance to our story of all this is two-fold. The first 
is that Thurot’s activities made him extremely famous and the 
second relates to the effects of the invasion scare in Scotland.

Thurot’s fame
Thurot had the reputation of being a gallant enemy, who had 
died a heroic death. Also, he was known to have treated his 
prisoners very well and in a gentlemanly manner.17 In his final 
voyage, he did actually land on Islay with several hundred 
troops on the 15th of February 1760, but rather than acting as 
an invading army, he insisted on paying for all his supplies.18 
There were three poems celebrating his final encounter with 
Elliott’s squadron which first appeared in British newspapers 
between the 8th and 10th of March 1760.19 On the 18th of March, 
Thurot’s friend John Francis Durand rushed into print with his 
Genuine and Curious Memoirs of the Famous Captain Thurot. 
An Authentic Register of the British Successes was published 
around the 19th of March to which was added ‘a particular 

account of M. Thurot’s defeat by Capt. John Elliott.’  The April 
issues of The Royal Magazine, The Royal Female Magazine, The 
Universal Review and The Gentleman’s Magazine all contained 
stories about Thurot’s defeat.  

Nor was all of this a ‘nine day wonder’. The song Heart of 
Oak, with lyrics by David Garrick, made its debut on the 31st of 
December 1759 while Thurot was still at large.  In a version dated 
1776 there is an extra verse about Thurot:

Monsieur Thurot in absence of Boyce,
Went over to Ireland to brag the dear joys;
Near Man, Elliot met him, and gave him a blow,
Which sent him to tell it to Pluto below.

More poems about Thurot’s invasion of Ireland appeared 
between 1775 and 1788, including one, From Dunkirk, in France, 
in the Month of September, which was printed in at least four 
different anthologies between 1776 and 1790.20 

Thurot’s exploits made it to the London theatre on the 26th 
of March 1761. The featured play that night was The Wife’s Relief 
and the bill contained Ned Shuter, one of the leading comedy 
actors of the period, doing three comic pieces, the last of which 
was Mons. Thurot’s Trip to Carrickfergus. The bill was repeated 
on the 16th of April.  

Thurot received a very good press in eighteenth century 
books about the Seven Years War. The author of The Compleat 
History of the Late War; or Annual Register of It’s Rise, Progress, 
and Events in Europe, Asia, Africa and America, which was 
published in 1763 wrote that: 

Etching of Thurot’s last engagement off the Isle of Man. After the battle, his body was washed up on the shores of Wigtownshire, 
and is buried in Kirkmaiden Churchyard
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the public indeed lamented the death of the brave Thurot, 
who even whilst he commanded a privateer, fought less for 
plunder than honour; whose bravery was on all occasions full 
of humanity and generosity; and whose undaunted courage 
raised him to rank, and merited distinction.  His death 
secured the glory he always sought.21

Robert Beatson in his Naval and Military Memoirs of Great 
Britain from 1727 to 1783, first published in 1790 wrote that:

he [Thurot] was generally lamented both by friends and foes; 
as his behaviour, on all occasions, was replete with honour, 
humanity, and generosity. These, joined to an undaunted 
courage, justly rendered him conspicuous … In him France 
lost one of her best naval officers. 

The point of all this is that at the time Clerk wrote both captions, 
Thurot was very famous.  The mention of his name or that of 
his ship, the Belle-Isle, would very likely conjure images of the 
1759 invasion scare among contemporary audiences. Thurot’s 
exploits that winter even rate a passing mention in Part Three of 
Clerk’s own An Essay on Naval Tactics published in 1797.22

The squadron in Leith
The 1759 invasion scare led to a large naval presence at Leith 
between the 25th of October 1759 and the beginning of March 
1760. The number of ships in Boys’ squadron varied during this 
time. Excluding cutters and supply vessels, there was a total 
of seventeen ships anchored at Leith at one time or another. 
According to Boys’ reports to the Admiralty, there were between 
six and eleven men of war and sloops moored at Leith Road at 
any one time. These ships must have been quite a sight at Leith, 
as this was a much larger number than was normally seen there. 
They would have been the talk of the town, especially as there 
were considerable difficulties in keeping them supplied, with 
beer having to be brought down from Edinburgh. It was a very 
large operation by the standard of the Royal Navy in Scotland.   

The exploits of the Dolphin
The caption on the etching specifically mentions three ships, 
the Solebay, the Belle-Isle and the Dolphin. At the time of the 
original sketch c1758-1765, only the Belle-Isle would have been 
well-known to the public.  However, by the time the etching was 
made around 1774-1775, the Dolphin was quite famous because 
the ship had completed two global circumnavigations, both 
in record times. The first voyage of exploration was under the 
command of Commodore the Hon John Byron and lasted from 
the 3rd of July 1764 until the 7th of May 1766. In the course of his 
voyage, Byron explored the Falkland Islands, duly claiming them 
for Britain despite the fact that the French were already there. 
He then explored the South Pacific where he ‘discovered’ six 
new islands. Byron’s voyage attracted huge press interest upon 
his return and aspects of it were rarely out of the newspapers for 
the whole of June and July 1766.23

Three months later, on the 21st of August 1766, the Dolphin 
set sail on another voyage of exploration, this time under the 
command of Captain Samuel Wallis. He had the advantage of 
Byron’s maps and charts to act as pathfinders and he became 

the first European to find Tahiti on the 17th of June 1767. The 
Dolphin returned to England on the 28th of May 1768.  Wallis 
completed his circumnavigation five weeks faster than Byron 
and the Dolphin had the distinction of becoming the first ship 
to sail around the world twice.24 Again, there was great press 
interest on Wallis’s return.  Therefore we can add a second iconic 
ship to the etching.

Are the Links important?
The etching clearly shows cannon balls landing on St Andrews 
Links.  This visual image was then reinforced by the long caption 
in 1786, which clearly states that the action ‘was so near land 
that many of the shot came on shore on the Links’. He doesn’t 
say that the shots ‘came ashore’ or ‘landed on the beach’. He is 
giving them a specific geographical destination – the Links. It 
can be argued that he was fully aware of the damage that cannon 
balls could have caused to the golf course. 

When exploring the possible symbolic importance of the 
Links to the pictures, there is one obvious avenue to explore. The 
Company of Gentlemen Golfers’ Challenge for the Silver Club 
over Leith Links in 1757 was won by Robert Clerk, a merchant 
of Edinburgh. This raises the questions of whether Robert Clerk 
was related to John Clerk and whether the two pictures had 
some kind of meaning directed at his possible relative. Alas, that 
line of inquiry falls at the first hurdle. It does not appear that the 
Robert Clerk, merchant of Edinburgh was related to the Clerks 
of Penicuik. The only possible Robert Clerk in the family at the 
time was an advocate, which doesn’t tally with the description 
of the 1757 Silver Club winner being a merchant. 25

However, there is another possible interpretation of the 
importance of the Links in the pictures but it is quite compli-
cated. What follows is largely conjecture and has to do with 
the political agitation in Scotland for a Scottish militia and 
the actions of the St Andrews Town Council in those debates, 
particularly in 1762.

The agitation for a Scottish militia
In 1757 a Militia Act was passed by Parliament which excluded 
Scotland.  This meant that in the event of an invasion, most of 
Scotland had to rely on the regular army to defend the country. 
The invasion scare of 1759 brought this problem into focus, 
highlighting the inability of troops to defend long stretches 
of the east coast of Scotland. On the 30th of November 1759, 
there was a meeting of some 70 gentlemen to draw up a bill for 
Parliament to extend the 1757 Militia Act to Scotland. Ultimately 
this first attempt at legislation failed in Parliament when the 
Second Reading of the bill was defeated on the 15th of April 1760. 
A second attempt to get a bill through Parliament was made in 
1762 and again was unsuccessful.  There was a third attempt 
began in 1775 but failed in 1776.  There was renewed agitation 
between 1778 and 1780 and another bill went before the House 
in 1782. A further attempt was made in 1783.26

There is an interesting confluence of dates. Clerk drew the 
sketch some time between 1758 and 1765. The end date is based 
on the presence of the windmill. It is possible that the sketch 
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could have been done between 1760 and 1762, which would 
coincide with the first two attempts to pass Scottish militia bills. 
The etching is dated on stylistic grounds to around 1774 to 1775. 
This would place it at about the time of the third attempt to get 
a bill through Parliament. Clerk wrote the long caption to the 
etching no later than 1786 when the album of his works was 
presented to George III and therefore possibly wrote it earlier 
than that year. The final attempts to create a Scottish militia 
ended in 1783. So it would appear that it is worth looking to see 
if there really is a connection between Clerk’s pictures and the 
Scottish militia movement and if so, what could be the second 
meaning behind them?

The Poker Club
There is a direct connection between Clerk and the Scottish 
militia movement and this was the Poker Club, which was 
formed in January 1762 in the aftermath of the failure of the 
first bill. It was a pro-militia society and its name reflected the 
club’s desire to stir the debate.27  Although no minutes of the 
club survive before 1774, a list of members in 1768 does and 
reads like a veritable who’s who of the Enlightenment.  Adam 
Ferguson, David Hume, Adam Smith, Alexander Carlyle, 
George Dempster and Joseph Black are but a few of the 66 
names listed. Not surprisingly, also on the list is John Clerk of 
Eldin.28 Due to a lack of minutes, it is hard to determine what 
the Club actually did aside from eat and drink on a regular basis. 
One can but speculate about how much active campaigning they 
did in the background.29 The significant point is that this was a 
society dedicated to seeing the formation of a Scottish militia 
and that Clerk was a member.

The Thurot factor
Alexander Carlyle set out the pro-militia arguments in his 
pamphlet The Question Relating to a Scots Militia, which was 
published in January 1760.  Thurot was still on the loose and 
Carlyle did not hesitate to use that as a core argument. He wrote 
that:

Did not the heart of every Scotchman burn with shame 
and indignation, when he beheld a people inferior to none 
in Europe for military glory, trembling at the approach of 
Thurot’s pitiful armament, and waiting in a state of helpless 
dejection, till they should feel where the blow would fall.

An anonymous letter in the Caledonian Mercury on the 25th of 
January 1761 put it even more succinctly when the author asked 
his readers ‘have you forgot how Thurot sweeped your coasts, 
and terrified your defenceless cities?  Are you better prepared 
for resistance now?’ 

The spectre of invasion and the very recent experience with 
Thurot sat at the heart of the pro-militia campaigners’ argu-
ments. They needed to put these arguments to the royal burghs 
and the counties to gain their support for the bill in 1760 and 
again in 1762. The St Andrews Town Council did not appear to 
debate the militia issue in 1760 and it is thought that Fife came 
out against the establishment of one.30

George Dempster and St Andrews 1762
By 1762, George Dempster was a rising man. He had been 
elected Provost of St Andrews on the 30th of December 1760 
and then the Member of Parliament for the Perth Burghs in 
April 1761. This constituency consisted of Perth, Dundee, Forfar, 
Cupar and St Andrews. He was also a keen golfer who played 
in the St Andrews Challenge for the Silver Club for the first 
time in 1761.31 He was a leading proponent of the establishment 
of a Scottish militia, being on the drafting committee of the 
1760 bill and the author of a pamphlet that same year entitled 
Reasons for Extending the Militia Acts to the Disarmed Counties 
of Scotland.  Committed as he was to a Scottish militia, he was 
soon to discover that the citizens and council members in St 
Andrews did not share his views.

In January 1762 the committee proposing the new militia bill 
repeated its canvass of the royal burghs in support of it. At this 
time, Dempster was in London as Parliament was sitting and he 
wrote to the St Andrews Town Council asking for their opinion 
on the issue. The response from St Andrews came in two parts. 
The first was a letter from ‘the Burgesses, Guild Brethren, 
Merchants, Tradesmen and others, Inhabitants of the City of 
St Andrews’ which was dated the 8th of March and published in 
the Caledonian Mercury on the 20th. It did not pull any punches 
and they wrote that the passage of the militia bill ‘would be 

François Thurot

uncertainties and contradictions
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attended with the highest degree of oppression’ and that ‘when 
stript of its false glosses and specious pretences’ would end in 
‘beggary and slavery’.

The Town Council met the following day and minuted 
their more temperate reply to Dempster’s letter, advising him 
of their opposition to the establishment of a Scottish militia 
on economic grounds. They concluded by saying that ‘whereas 
southern England lay very near the continent’ and ‘consequently 
it is liable to a sudden invasion of an Enemy … but the same 
reason does not take place in Scotland where by the removed 
situation no such sudden impression can be made.’32  Such a 
sentiment was totally at odds with the degree of panic that had 
engulfed the east coast of Scotland barely two years previously.

The second meaning?
If Clerk’s sketch has a second meaning, I would suggest that it is 
related to the attitude of the citizens of St Andrews towards the 
militia bill in 1762.  This is very tenuous and I merely offer it up 
as a possible scenario. The highly circumstantial evidence works 
like this. Clerk may well have done the sketch around 1762. 
Perhaps he was playing with some very subtle imagery. It would 
have been well known that Thurot had come within ten miles 
of the alma mater of golf in May 1758. Subsequently he caused 
an invasion alarm in October 1759 that lasted until February 
1760. Clerk was reminding the Town Council that St Andrews 
was not immune to danger. In this instance, the specific part 
of the town that was vulnerable was the Links. This is all based 
on circumstantial evidence; the fact that Clerk was known to 
be a member of the Poker Club which existed to support the 
militia bills; that he was friends with many of the leaders of the 
campaigns and that the Town Council of St Andrews had come 
out against the 1762 militia bill. In a sense he could have been 
juxtaposing two images. The first was of the actual battle on the 
26th of May 1758 and the second was the spectre of invasion; the 
common factor being Thurot and his ship the Belle-Isle.  

The same sort of logic could be applied to the etching.  The 
date of the etching coincides with a renewed attempt to establish 
a Scottish militia in 1775 in which George Dempster played a 
significant role.33 By this time, John Clerk was working on An 
Inquiry into Naval Tactics. The memory of Thurot still hovered 
in the background.  His failed invasion was cited by Lord 
Townsend in the Parliamentary debate on the Militia bill on the 
6th of March 1776.34 Alexander Carlyle referred to the manner 
in which Thurot ‘with three small irregular vessels could insult 
our coasts and make descents with impunity for some weeks’ in 
his 1778 pamphlet A Letter to His Grace the Duke of Buccleugh 
on National Defence.35 

The speculative argument becomes even harder to sustain 
with regard to the long hand written caption for the 1786 album. 
There had not been any attempt to raise the issue again since 
1783 so the timing seems odd.  However we only know that the 
long caption cannot be later than 1786 and could have been 
written earlier and is perhaps tied up with the 1783 activities or 
even the ones in the 1770s.  

Dénouement
We have seen that John Clerk was a meticulous student of naval 
tactics.  The battle scene in both the sketch and the etching is 
very accurate in terms of the positions of the ships. Thurot was 
still a famous figure through the writing of the long caption 
in 1786 and the Dolphin was a very well known ship from her 
exploits in the 1760s.  From what is known about John Clerk, one 
would have expected him to have placed the battle in the correct 
location and to have a basis in fact for his assertion that cannon 
balls landed on St Andrews Links on the 26th of May 1758.

We saw in Part One how there was considerable contem-
porary confusion over the location of the battle. One French 
source, Le Journal Historique du Captaine Thurot as well as a 
letter from Newcastle published widely in the British newspa-
pers put the action in the mouth of the Firth of Forth.  Other 
newspaper reports place it in the vicinity of Red Head off the 
Angus coast. We have shown how those reports along with the 
account in Le Vie du Captaine Thurot can be reconciled with 
the Admiralty records that place the action in the area around 
Bell Rock, which is where I think we can safely assume it took 
place. So, the answer to the question as to whether St Andrews 
Links came under bombardment in 1758 must be that, unless 
additional evidence emerges, they did not.

If the battle did not take place in St Andrews Bay, then why 
did Clerk place it there? As I have shown, there are a number of 
possibilities for how this came about. These are: 

1. He had access to written sources that gave the location as 
St Andrews Bay. 
2. He was misinformed in that the battle was heard from a dis-
tance and in the version told to him, it came to be by the Links.
3. The sketch and the etching are subtle pieces of pro-militia 
propaganda.

These possibilities are far from mutually exclusive. Each one on 
its own or in any combination deserves the Scottish verdict of 
‘not proven’. In short, we don’t know and can only make some 
reasonably educated guesses.  There is no neat resolution to this 
mystery surrounding Clerk’s St Andrews from the West, just a 
series of conjectures and possibilities.

When Hugh Fraser of Lovat won the Challenge for the Silver 
Club on the 10th of May 1758 and became the Captain of the 
Golf, he would have been blissfully unaware that the next day, 
François Thurot would set sail on a raiding mission. Sixteen 
days after the Challenge was played, Thurot encountered the 
Dolphin and the Solebay.  I strongly suspect that whoever was 
playing golf that day would have heard continuous explosions 
throughout the morning; may have seen and smelled smoke 
drifting on to the course and may even have been able to see one 
or more of the ships.  The golfers may well have had their games 
disrupted and there was no relief under the 1754 Rules of Golf 
for a stroke being interrupted by the sound of gunfire. However 
they were never in any danger of being hit by cannon balls.   

As befitting a series of articles involving the Dolphin, this 
has been a voyage of exploration trying to understand the battle 
scene in Clerk’s sketch and etching. We now know a great deal 
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about the encounter between the Dolphin and Solebay with the 
Belle-Isle but can only guess as to why Clerk placed it so close 
to St Andrews Links. As with any kind of circumnavigation, 
our ending is where we began in the sense that we should not 
lose sight of the essence of the two works. They are both very 
important visual images of St Andrews in the third quarter of 
the eighteenth century. In the sketch, we can not only see what 
the town looked like in the years just after the first Challenge 
for the Silver Club, but we can see a vital part of the Links.  Both 
show the Swilcan Burn in its original form and the sketch very 
possibly shows us Halket’s Bunker. It is only a small glimpse 
but of great significance. For these reasons alone, they are very 
significant works of art within the context of the history of golf in 
St Andrews. I don’t think there can be much in the way of uncer-
tainties and contradictions with regard to their importance. 
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Letter from America
by Brown Ale

Brown Ale and Lewis Keller with some of the young interns at the National Hickory Championship

one of hickory golf’s great gentlemen 
was victorious in the 15th National Hickory 
Championship this past June at Oakhurst Links. 
Mike Stevens won his third national championship 

with a thrilling come from behind win over Matt Boumphrey 
and Randy Jensen. It was not Stevens’s win that was front and 
center in the Oakhurst story. The venerable golf course’s future 
was at risk. After several years of trying to locate a buyer, the 
Keller family opted to put the property up for sale at public 
auction six weeks after the Championship.

The auction came and went with the high bidder offering 
$410,000. Unfortunately, the mortgages held by the bank were 
greater than that amount and the high bid was deemed unaccept-
able. Lewis Keller continues to locate a potential purchaser for the 
sole hickories-only course in America but if he is unsuccessful 
this year the course will end up in foreclosure by the bank. Keller 
is a spry 89-years-old and, while enjoying every minute of the 53 

years he’s owned the Oakhurst property, he is ready to settle into 
‘full’ retirement. There is still activity afoot and a further status 
report will be given in this column next issue.

Back at the National Hickory Championship itself, the 2012 
edition featured five junior players who participated on intern-
ships. The NHC has developed a community outreach program 
to inspire the youngest generation to learn about golf history 
and, for the most ardent, to participate. This year’s batch dem-
onstrated both good golf and social skills having no problems 
playing alongside adults with nineteenth century equipment 
over a course featuring fairways framed with waist-high rough. 
As part of their internship, they assisted in the operation of the 
Championship by manning the scoring table and scoreboard.  
Each was presented with a (Kirkwood’s) gold medal at the 
conclusion of play.

Rona Boumphrey, wife of the late Frank and mother of the 
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Celebrating Frank Boumphrey at the NHC Chris McIntyre at Goat Hill

above-mentioned Matt, was present at the NHC to sprinkle 
some of Frank’s ashes over the course he loved so much.  A 
bottle of Glenlivet and a photo of Frank were placed on a table 
between the ninth green and the clubhouse. The accompanying 
note read ‘Have a wee nip for Frank’!

In this country there are golf courses of every caliber and condi-
tion. Often times small localities support a simple golf course 
where grooming is not the highest priority. They are frequently 
referred to disparagingly as ‘goat tracks’. This summer business 
travel took me across the country to San Diego, California. I had 
a spot of free time and joined BGCS member Chris McIntyre 
for a round of nineteenth century hickory golf at a course of his 
choosing which was called Goat Hill (officially the Center City 
Course at Goat Hill) in the town of Oceanside. It could well been 
described as a goat track because of its very hilly topography 
and lack of irrigation. Still, it was great fun. Being a public access 
course it was also set up for disk golf (of the Frisbee variety) and 
club and ball players were interleaved with foursomes of disk 
golfers, though for some reason the yardage markers for disk 
golfers are shown in feet, not yards.

Chris is both a creator and a visionary. He has a small side 
business of hiring out hickory clubs, bags and balls to various 
clubs and courses for centenary celebrations. The unique part 
of that business is that he hand-manufactures his own brand of 
limited flight distance balls. He has several different types and 
cover patterns including a gutta percha replica with a line cut 
cover pattern in use in several events here.

October 11-14 the US Golf Collectors Society will be conven-
ing for its Annual Meeting in Williamsburg, Virginia. The 

42nd gathering will feature the usual agenda of hickory golf, 
trade tables, educational presentations and a lot of golf talk 
and socializing. Adjunct to the GCS meeting will be the USGA 
Museum Golf Symposium with its own set of historical papers 
to be delivered.

It is our custom to arrange the national meeting in a metro-
politan area to draw members from a large surrounding district 
or in a venue tightly associated to the golf world. Williamsburg 
has neither of those criteria. Its closest big city is the Norfolk-
Hampton Roads-Newport News-Virginia Beach area (say that 
several times quickly!) known as Tidewater Virginia but its real 
attraction is Colonial Williamsburg, the original colonial capital 
city of Virginia that was saved and restored to its eighteenth 
century condition 75 years ago through the generosity of the 
Rockefeller family. Hundreds of buildings have been painstak-
ingly restored to their original condition and period-costumed 
interpreters are at every location to provide a glimpse of America 
in the 1770s. The taverns—and there are several—in the historic 
district serve the best eighteenth century recipes including 
Brunswick stew, peanut soup and the sinfully rich pecan pie. It 
is one of our country’s premier travel destinations.  

Balancing the old with the new, outside the historic area 
Williamsburg offers large amusement and water parks and out-
let mall shopping. Nearby is the Jamestown restoration where 
the permanent colony was founded in 1607 and the Yorktown 
battlefield site where British General Cornwallis surrendered 
in 1783 giving the thirteen American colonies independence 
(sorry, I had to insert that reminder). All of this makes it a great 
meeting for our British cousins to attend.

Brown Ale
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The Ferriers of Carnoustie

The Australian Jim Ferrier had an outstanding career in amateur and professional golf in Australia, the United 
Kingdom and United States of America. His family had close links with Carnoustie in Scotland, and was influential on 

early golf in both Australia and South East Asia
John Scarth tells the story

Jim Ferrier’s paternal great-great-grandfather, also 
named James, was a master mariner in command of the 
vessel Henry, which brought female convicts to Hobart, 
Tasmania, as early as 1824. He is 

later known to have commanded the 
Lady Fitzherbert, bringing general 
cargo from London to Sydney in 1838. 
The Sydney-based shipping agent 
for the vessel was Alexander Brodie 
Spark, whose diaries, currently held in 
the Mitchell Library, Sydney, contain 
references to the central involvement of 
Brodie and Ferrier in the establishment 
of a golf course at Grose’s Farm, Sydney, 
for the first new South Wales Golf Club 
and subsequent play over the course. 
This club was separate from the modern 
one of the same name and is believed 
to have been the first in Australia that 
played over a dedicated course.  

The Carnoustie connection
James Ferrier was slightly older than 
Spark and had married Elizabeth 
Crawford prior to gaining his first 
command. On the 14th of January, 1817, 
they had a son whom they named 
Alexander. As James was at sea when 
his son was born, Alexander was not 
christened until the 2nd of March, 
1817. As an adult, he owned a boatyard 
in Carnoustie, Angus, Scotland, where he built vessels of 
30 – 40 tons burthen. His property adjoined Ferrier’s Inn, an 
old-fashioned public house with a thatched roof and swinging 
sign, that was run by his wife Helen. Close to the links, it was 
the natural home of the Carnoustie Golf Club, which met there 
over the period 1848 – 1882, after which it was demolished. It 
was  replaced by another public house where the Club contined 

to meet for a number of years. Perhaps unsurprisingly, James 
and Helen’s sons, Jim and Tom Ferrier, became good golfers 
– Jim winning the Club’s Subscription Medal in 1870, and the 

Gold Medal in 1874 and 1876. Tom, a 
carpenter, won the Kinloch Medal in 
1875. Helen commemorated the close 
association of the family with the Club, 
by presenting it with the Ferrier Medal 
in May 1877. The site of Ferrier’s Inn is 
now occupied by The 19th Hole.

Early Golf in South East Asia
Jim Ferrier had been born in 1847 
and was the grandfather of the 
principal subject of this article. As a 
time-served marine engineer, he spent 
an early part of his career on Dundee 
whalers, before appointment to the 
China Steam Navigation Company in 
the late 1870s, based in Shanghai. He 
later became Engineer-in-Chief to the 
Company and was active as a golfing 
pioneer in the Far East. In 1896 he laid 
out the first course in China at Hung 
Jao for the Shanhgai Golf Club. 

He had met and married Elizabeth 
Thomson Smith in Shanghai in 1883, 
raising five children: Elizabeth, 
Arthur, Isabella, John Bennett (known 
as Ben) and Thomas. Tragically, his 
wife Elizabeth and youngest daughter 

Isabella were killed in the Boxer Rebellion of 1900. Jim soon 
returned home to Scotland, where his eldest daughter was being 
educated. He was made a life member of Carnoustie Golf Club 
in 1902, but died early in the following year. 

Ben Ferrier was born on the 29th of March 1888 and joined 
the Shanghai Golf Club at the age of eight. He and his brother 
Thomas, remained at a boarding school in Shanghai when his 

Jim Ferrier
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father returned to Carnoustie. Ben became an excellent golfer 
and married Louisa Elliott in 1910 prior to moving to Hong 
Kong, which he represented in international matches in 1910, 
1911 and 1912. On the outbreak of World War I, Ben and Louisa 
relocated to Sydney, Australia, where on the 24th of February, 
1915, their son was born and christened James Bennett Elliott 
Ferrier. Ben is said to have given his son Jim his first cut-down 
hickory club at the age of four. 

After the failure of his marriage at the end of the war, Ben 
returned to China, which he represented in international golf 
competitions in the early 1920s. He won the very first Amateur 
Championship of China in 1924, with a score of 305 over his 
home course at Shanghai. 

In 1926, Ben returned to Australia, obtaining the position 
of Secretary to the Manly Golf Club, in the Sydney suburbs 
– enabling him to enrol his son Jim as a junior member. Ben 
remarried in 1946, and died in 1956 at the age of 68. 

A schoolboy prodigy
The young James Ferrier became a schoolboy prodigy at Manly 
Golf Club, winning the Club Championship in 1930 at the age 
of only 15, and the first of his seven state championships the 
following year. In 1931 he was also runner-up in the Australian 
Open, a teenage feat he repeated in 1933. Barely out of his teens 
he won the Australian Amateur championship in 1935, and then 
again in 1936, 1938 and 1939, doubling up to win the Australian 
Open Championship in each of the latter two years. Nicknamed 
‘The Undertaker’ early in his amateur career, he had the reputa-
tion of not just beating his opponents ruthlessly, but burying 
them as well. 

In 1936 Jim played in the British Amateur Championship at 
St Andrews, reaching the final against Hector Thomson, only 
one year his senior. Ferrier took advantage of early mistakes 
by his opponent, and was 3 up after thirteen. But a sliced drive 
out-of-bounds on the Long Hole In enabled Thomson to regain 
the initiative with steady, accurate play, and they were all-square 
at the end of the first round. Ferrier fell behind in the second 
round, keeping in touch through his excellent short game and 
securing the Road Hole with an excellent four. But Thomson ran 
up to six inches at the last to close him out by 2 up. 

Looking for new fields to conquer, Jim Ferrier sailed with 
his wife Norma to the United States in 1940, but was prevented 
from playing in the Amateur Championship by a USGA rul-
ing that he had forfeited his amateur status by publishing an 
instructional booklet Golf Shots.

After a brief spell as a club professional in Chicago, Ferrier 
became an American citizen and did wartime service as an 
artillery sergeant. On discharge, he joined the professional tour, 
breaking through with a win in the 1947 USPGA Championship 
at Plum Hollow Country Club, Michigan, beating Chick Harbert 
in the final by 2/1. In all rounds of the Championship, Ferrier 
was 27 under par for the 203 holes played. He almost won the 
1950 Masters tournament, leading by three shots after twelve 
holes of the final round. But he tragically bogeyed five of the 
remaining six holes to lose by two strokes to Jimmy Demaret. 
Another second place was to Jay Hebert for the 1960 PGA 
Championship. In all, Jim Ferrier won eighteen tour titles plus 
back-to-back Canadian Opens in 1950 and 1951 – an outstand-
ing record. 

Ferrier was a big man – 6´ 2˝ in height, and tipping the scales 
at over fifteen stones at the peak of his professional career. He 
had an unconventional style, with what was described by some 
writers as an awkward leg action, and by others as a ‘Carnoustie 
Dip’, which often left him off-balance at the completion of his 
swing. He was a powerful long-hitter, and like many big men, 
was blessed with a delicate touch round the green, and a tough 
competitive temperament.

Three times married, Jim Ferrier died on the 12th of June, 
1986, product of a pioneering golfing heritage, and secure in his 
position as one of Australia’s greatest-ever players.

Ed Dudley presents Jim Ferrier with the 
1947 American PGA Championship TrophyFerrier resting before a match at Ashridge, on his 1936 UK tour 
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Non-Conforming Hickories

one of the co-authors of this article, Perry, 
found himself in the middle of controversy1 in 
October last year when he wanted to play with 
his hickory clubs in the Australian PGA Seniors 

Championship, held over three rounds at Killara Golf Club in 
Sydney. As readers of TTG will know, Perry plays frequently 
with his hickories and using them he is capable of turning in 
scores of around par. 2011 was the centenary year of the PGA of 
Australia. Perry’s reason for wanting to play in the tournament 
with his hickories and dressed in plus fours and jacket was to 
contribute to the PGA’s celebration of its 100th year.

The organisers of the event had some doubt as to whether 
Perry’s hickories would be considered as conforming clubs. 
From the PGA the matter was put to Golf Australia, the govern-
ing body for golf in Australia with responsibility for administer-
ing the Rules of Golf. For whatever reason Golf Australia felt it 
necessary to get a decision from the R&A, and photographs of 
Perry’s clubs were duly sent to St Andrews. Somehow Perry’s 
notes, which should have accompanied the photographs, did not 
reach the R&A. The notes would have explained his reasons for 
wishing to play with hickories in the tournament and described 
how they gave no advantage over other players.

The Decision
The reply came back from R&A Rules Ltd (Equipment 
Standards) with regard to the submitted photographs of the iron 
clubfaces. These clubs ‘would not conform to the modern rules’ 
because the grooves ‘are not parallel – they are slightly radiating’ 
and ‘Appendix II, 5a (sic) states that grooves must be straight 
and parallel’.2 As one can see from the photograph of Perry’s 
mashie, this is a perfectly correct ruling from the R&A. It is 
indeed the only answer to the question: Is this club conforming 
or non-conforming under the current Rules of Golf?

However, the ruling by the R&A brings up three issues:

Was there some way that Perry could have competed •	
with his hickories?
Are there modern clubs currently in use that are non-•	
conforming under the same Rule?
What are the implications for hickory golfers?•	

Competing with Non-Conforming Clubs
This is a difficult issue. The conditions of play for the Australian 
PGA Seniors Championship stated clearly that the competi-
tion was to be played under the Rules of Golf and any local 
rules in force on the day. It is interesting that the R&A did not 
specifically say that Perry’s hickories could not be used in the 

Championship. So what could the Championship Committee 
have done to allow Perry to compete with his non-conforming 
hickories?

A simple solution would have been for the Committee and 
the sponsors to set up a competition within a competition. 
Under such an arrangement Perry would play with his hickories 
alongside the other players but would not be competing for the 
Australian PGA Seniors Championship. He would be compet-
ing for a separate prize pool, say a prize of the same value (with 
perhaps an upper limit) as his score would have won in the 
main event. This is a simple solution, but an unsatisfactory one 
on several counts.

The Committee might have considered an exception for 
Perry under ‘equity’ or a ‘local rule’ or the ‘conditions of the 
competition’ and allowed him to compete in the main event. 
These terms, however, appear in the Rules of Golf, which make 
it clear that their use must not override a Rule of Golf. Suppose 
the Committee, as an addendum to the conditions of the com-
petition, stated that: ‘As a special exception for this tournament, 
a player may use wooden shafted clubs manufactured before 
1935, provided that the Committee is satisfied that they give 
no advantage to the player over modern clubs as specified in 
Appendix II of the Rules of Golf ’. We are quite confident that 
there would have been no protest from other players in the field, 
but we wonder how the ruling bodies in golf would view such 
a statement.

Modern Clubs
The Rules of Golf are written to be unambiguous. Therefore 
they can be interpreted literally, as in the case of the radiating 
grooves. We believe that at the present time there are new clubs 
on sale and modern clubs being used by thousands of golfers 
that are non-conforming under the Rule: ‘Grooves must be 
straight and parallel.’

The photograph shows a popular modern iron by a major 
manufacturer. Most of the grooves are parallel from heel to toe, 
but two of the white grooves run from crown to sole. The club 
face has two sets of grooves, one at right angles to the other, the 
very antithesis of parallel. The clubface clearly does not meet the 
criterion: ‘Grooves must be straight and parallel.’

It might be argued that the two crown-to-sole grooves 
are permitted under Appendix II, 5 Club Face; d. Decorative 
Markings: ‘… Decorative marking are permitted outside the 
impact area.’ This argument is, however, invalid on two counts. 
Firstly, the two grooves are not decorative; they are put there 
as an alignment aid. Secondly, they are not outside the impact 

An issue
explored by 

Michael Sheret and Perry Somers
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area. The term ‘impact area’, although used in different parts 
of the Rules, is not defined with any great precision. We note 
that impact area and point of impact are two different things. 
The point of impact may be a little off-centre but, as the ball 
flattens under compression, the impact geometry changes from 
a point to a roughly circular area with a diameter getting on for 
1.68 inches. A little off-centre initial impact would at maximum 
compression easily include the two crown-to-sole grooves.

We are conscious that the above reasoning concerning 
modern clubs will strike some readers as somewhat pedantic. 
We would argue that it is no more pedantic than pointing out 
that some old clubs have grooves that radiate slightly. To quote 
Richard Tufts: ‘Golf is a complex game and we must anticipate 
that the Rules will reflect this fact’.3 We might add that interpre-
tation of the Rules is an equally complex affair.

Implications for Hickory Golfers
We see no problem for purely hickory events where players may 
be using clubs that are non-conforming under a strict interpre-
tation of the current rules. BGCS stipulates that clubs must be 
from the hickory era, up to and including 1935.4 It might be wise 
to add a clause that they should be clubs that were conforming 
to the standards applicable in the year of manufacture. In purely 
hickory events it is unlikely that scores will used for national 
handicap returns and unlikely that appeals regarding the Rules 
will be made to the R&A Rules Committee.

There are likely to be problems for players who use their 
hickories for all their golf, both at club and higher levels. 
Radiating grooves are fairly common in hickories, as are criss-
cross grooves and other imaginative patterns. At club level it is 
likely that the match committee would, we believe, regard the 
lone hickory player as rather eccentric and would not get in a 
tizzy about whether his or her clubs were conforming or not. 
For hickory players who play at higher levels, where the rest 
of the field is using modern clubs and is bound strictly by the 
current Rules of Golf, there are definite problems.

There is, however, a fairly simple solution. Between 2011 
and 2012 things changed with the new edition of the Rules of 
Golf, 2012 – 2015. Note 1 has been added to Appendix II 5c: ‘The 
groove and punch mark specifications above indicated by an 
asterisk (*) apply only to new models of clubs manufactured 

on or after 1 January 2010 ...’ . Unfortunately, an asterisk does 
not appear next to ‘Grooves must be straight and parallel’, but it 
would be reasonable for the R&A Rules Committee to put one 
there. That would, at a stroke, remove the principal reason why 
so many hickory clubs are considered non-conforming under 
the current Rules. As for water irons, rake irons and niblicks 
with concave faces … well, that is another matter.

Notes
1. Users of Facebook can view a short news segment 

made by the Australian Channel 10 Television about 
the controversy. Key in ‘Hickory Golf Passion’ to bring 
up Perry’s Facebook page. The video is titled ‘It’s a crazy 
world!’ and was posted on March 9 2012. Bear in mind 
that there was a great deal of editing of the total material 
recorded. Viewers will see a good example of a common 
reaction to the R&A ruling, namely to castigate the R&A. 
That was not the reaction of the authors of this article. 
Once the R&A was put in the position of having to give 
a ruling they had no choice but to give a correct ruling 
according to the Rules. Our reaction was that there was 
something of an anomaly in the situation. The rules 
regarding club design were made to make sure that 
clubs are not ‘substantially different from the traditional 
customary form and make’. The rules with regard 
to grooves are clearly intended to prevent excessive 
backspin on iron shots to the green. We do not think 
the current club specifications are intended to prevent 
players from using old-fashioned hickories with rather 
ineffective groove patterns. We were concerned about 
ways in which Perry could have been allowed to use his 
hickories in the Australian PGA Seniors Championship. 
We were also concerned at how the R&A ruling would 
affect hickory play in general, especially given that the 
‘hickory movement’ is a growing one.

2. The Rule is in fact in Appendix II, 5 Club Face; c Impact 
Area Markings; (i) Grooves; dot point 2 in the 2008 – 
2011 edition and dot point 1 in the 2012 – 2015 edition. 
The Rule is clear: ‘Grooves must be straight and parallel’.

3. Tufts, RS. The Principles Behind the Rules of Golf. 
Pinehurst Publications. 1961 p7

4. Through the Green. BGCS. June 2009. p5 

Perry’s mashie Modern iron with non-parallel grooves 
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Golf, kolf and pila clavaria

one of the earliest printed texts to give 
an insight into how the Scottish game called golf 
was played is Vocabula, cum aliis nonnullis Latinae 
Linguae Subsidiis, a seventeenth century Latin 

Grammar written by David Wedderburn, Master of Aberdeen 
Grammar School. There is evidence that Wedderburn wrote his 
Latin Grammar in 1636: however no printed text of that date has 
been identified. An English translation of the sections of this 
text that deal with golf was published in Early Aberdeen Golf 
(in 1985) and was based upon what was, at that time, the earliest 
known version of Vocabula - an Edinburgh edition of 1700.1 

A typo?
This 1700 edition contains the interesting Latin expression pila 
calvaria. It is a combination of pila (‘ball’) and calvaria (derived 
from calva; ‘skull’). As was pointed out in Early Aberdeen Golf, 
and as has been accepted by other historians,2 this provides 
a plausible and evocative description of a feather golf ball, in 
which the ball’s stitched leather seams resemble the junctions 
of the bones on the dome of a human skull. 

As was discussed in a contribution to Through The Green, pub-
lished in September 1994,3 a later edition of Vocabula (published 
in 1713) contains the term pila clavaria4 (rather than pila calvaria). 
It was suggested in the previous TTG article that the appearance 
of the word clavaria in the later edition of Vocabula was a conse-
quence of a printer’s typographical error. However, if one wanted 
to play devil’s advocate, it could be argued that the transposition of 
two letters in these two editions of Vocabula results in two equally 
plausible translations: ‘a ball resembling a skull’ (from calva, ‘skull’) 
and a ‘ball hit by a club’ (from clava, ‘club’).

More than 25 years have elapsed since the translation of 
Vocabula in Early Aberdeen Golf and, during that time, the 
availability of online library catalogues and of digital manu-
script archives have made it considerably easier to locate elusive 
printed documents. More recent research has uncovered three 
editions of Wedderburn’s Vocabula that pre-date the 1700 edi-
tion that was used for Hamilton’s 1985 translation. Interestingly, 
in all three of these editions (two Edinburgh editions from 1685 
and 1695, and a Glasgow edition of 1691) the term pila clavaria is 
used (as it is in the later Edinburgh edition of 1713). 5  This would 

seem to suggest that pila clavaria is the term that Wedderburn 
had intended to use and that the wonderfully apt expression 
pila calvaria, the ‘skull-like ball’, which is found only in the 
Edinburgh edition of 1700, may, after all, be a 200 year-old 
typographical error. 

Continental Europe
Importantly, further research has failed to identify any con-
temporaneous uses of the term pila calvaria (‘skull-like ball’), 
whereas it has identified the fairly widespread use of the term 
pila clavaria in Latin texts dating from the sixteenth, seven-
teenth and eighteenth centuries. Pila clavaria is used in a variety 
of contexts to describe either a golf ball or the game of golf itself. 
In fact, it is used in a rather more generic way, to describe a 
variety of ball-and-club games, including the Dutch game of 
kolf (or balls used to play these games). 

Hadrianus Junius, a sixteenth century Dutch scholar who 
has been described as ‘the most erudite Dutchman since 
Erasmus’ wrote several linguistic and etymological texts. 6 In 
1585, a version of his multilingual dictionary Nomenclator, 
or Remembrancer of Adrianus Iunius was published with an 
English translation and it includes the following Latin phrase 
with its English translation:

Pila clauaria, que claua plumbata expellitur, duriore 
spissioréq tomento infarcta.

A ball stuft with hard haire or wooll, which they use 
to smite in play with cudgels leadded at the ends.

The same Latin text, but without the English translation, can be 
found in earlier editions of Junius’ Nomenclator, dating back to 
at least 1577. 7 

Another early use of the term pila clavaria can be found in 
the writings of the Dutch poet and theologian Hugo Grotius. 
In a volume of Latin poems entitled Hugonis Grotij Poemata, 
published in 1617, Grotius incudes a series of couplets, one of 
which is titled Pila clavaria:

Clava pilam feriat, palum pila: non ibi semper
Sufficiunt vires, sit nisi docta manus.

A translation of the Latin text might be:
The club may strike the ball, the ball the stake but in that action

Strength is not sufficient, unless the hand is experienced.

Neil S Millar and David Hamilton
reassess a typographical error from a 200 year-old Latin text
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The description of a ball hitting a stake is evidence that Grotius 
is using the term pila clavaria to describe the Dutch game of kolf 
or some other variant of a ball-and-club game in which a ball is 
hit towards a stake, rather than into a hole in the ground. 8 

Local usage
Returning to David Wedderburn, the author of Vocabula appears 
to have lived his entire life in Aberdeen and was appointed Poet 
Laureate of the city in 1620. 9 It may be significant, therefore, 
that the term pila clavaria was in use in Aberdeen at the time 
that Wedderburn was preparing his Latin Grammar. John 
Forbes of Corse (1593-1648), was a Scottish theologian who was 
ordained in Aberdeen and was one of a group of theologians 
described as the ‘Aberdeen Doctors’. 10  In 1703, the collected 
works of John Forbes, including Forbes’ diaries, were published 
in a volume entitled Joannis Forbesii a Corse Opera Omnia. This 
Latin text was compiled by George Garden, another Aberdeen 
clergyman11 and, in describing the life of John Forbes, George 
Garden wrote:

Nonnunquam in relaxationem animi, in campis pilâ 
clavariâ ludebat

A translation, dating from 1909, 12 is: 

Sometimes for relaxation of his mind, he would play 
at golf in the fields13

In addition, the term pila clavaria (or clavaria pila) can be 
found in several early Latin dictionaries. In a 1678 Latin-English 
dictionary, 14 the term clavaria pila is defined as ‘a Stow-ball or 
Goff-ball, that is struck with clubs’.15 In a 1716 Latin-German 
dictionary, 16 pila clavaria is translated as colf-bal and, in a 1719 
Latin-Dutch dictionary, 17 pila clavaria is translated as kolfbal. 

The preceding examples provide evidence that the term pila cla-
varia was in general use around the publication date of the vari-
ous known editions of Vocabula, and also elsewhere, at a time 
prior to the presumed 1636 date of Wedderburn’s first edition in 
Aberdeen. It also appears to have been a term that was used by 
seventeenth century Aberdonians. In contrast to the extensive 
use of pila clavaria in a variety of Latin texts, the phrase pila 
calvaria (the ‘skull-like ball’) has been identified only in a single 
edition of Wedderburn’s Vocabula (the 1700 Edinburgh edition). 
It is attractive to think that the spelling used in the Edinburgh 
1700 edition of Vocabula was a deliberate intention to employ 
a new Latin phrase to describe the skull-like appearance of a 
stitched leather golf ball. Perhaps the printer-publisher unsuc-
cessfully tried to introduce a neologism to distinguish the more 
sophisticated Scottish ball from the simpler ones used in the 
European ‘short’ ball-and-club games. However, it seems more 
likely that the rather poetic description of a ‘skull-like ball’ was 
an unintended typographical error. 

Notes
1. As David Hamilton has described in Early Aberdeen Golf (1985), 
1636 is the date recorded in the Aberdeen Council Register of a pay-
ment to David Wedderburn for drawing up his Vocabula. It has been 
assumed that this is the date of its first publication

2. The description of a ‘ball like a skull’ from Vocabula is mentioned 
in Olive Geddes’ A Swing Through Time (1992 and 2007 editions), 
although text from the later 1713 edition of Vocabula (containing the 
spelling pila clavaria) is reproduced in the book
3. David Hamilton, A Typo from 1632, Through The Green, September 
1994, page 15
4. For example, pila clavaria can be found in the 1713 edition of 
Wedderburn’s Vocabula, a copy of which can be found in the National 
Library of Scotland
5. It should be noted that David Wedderburn died in 1646, so all five of 
the editions discussed in this article were published after his death
6. Information concerning Hadrianus Junius, also known as Adriaen 
de Jonghe, (1511-1575) is from the Oxford Dictionary of National 
Biography
7. The phrase can be found in early editions entitled Nomenclator, 
Omnivm Rervm Propria Nomina Septem Diversis Lingvis Explicata 
Indicans, including the Antwerp (Antverpiæ) editions of 1577 and 1583 
and in the Frankfurt (Francofvrti) edition of 1595. It does not appear 
in the Augsburg (Avgvstæ) edition entitled simply Nomenclator and 
attributed to Hadriani Iunii, Medici clarissimi
8. See, for example, Games for Kings & Commoners (2011) by Geert 
and Sara Nijs
9. Information concerning David Wedderburn (baptised 1580, died 
1646) is from the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography
10. Information concerning John Forbes of Corse (1593-1648) is from 
the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography
11. Information concerning George Garden (1649-1733) is from the 
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography
12. This translation of the text from Joannis Forbesii a Corse Opera 
Omnia is from The Aberdeen Doctors (1909) by D. Macmillan
13. The St Andrews Links were sometimes referred to as ‘the fields’ and 
Forbes’ academic post at King’s College meant he was close to King’s 
Links, still used for golf
14. Linguae Latinae Liber Dictionarius Qudripartitus by Dr Adam 
Littleton, published in London in 1678
15. Stowball is described as ‘essentially a vigourous cousin of Golf 
and Croquet’ in the seventeenth century Book of Games, by Francis 
Willughby
16. Biglotton Amplificatum sive Dictionarium Teutonico-Latinum 
Novum, by Martin Binnart (Martini Binnart), published in Antwerp 
(Antverpiæ) in 1716
17. Nieuw Woordboek der Nederlantsche en Latynschetale by S Hannot 
and D van Hoogstraten, published in the Netherlands in 1719

Golf, Kolf and pila clavaria 

Wanted

Prestigious international library wants to acquire a copy 
of the centenary history Yorkshire Ladies County Golf 
Association 1900 - 2000, by Heather Cawdry and published 
by the YLCGA in 2000. Please contact John Pearson on 01904 
628711 or email editor@golfcollectors.co.uk

David Anderson is looking for some early and not-so-early 
copies of TTG: June 87 to June 88 (Nos 1 - 5), together with 
March 1991, September 2000, and September 2010.
Phone David on 01334 472900 or email david@golfand 
thistle.com
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When reading Robert Crosby’s article 
in Through the Green, September 2009 on John 
Low, Woking and Modern Golf Architecture I was 
drawn to the delightful illustrations by Charles 

Ambrose of John Low and Stuart Paton and this reminded me of 
his contribution to early twentieth century golfing art.

Early work
Charles Napier Ambrose was born in Devizes in 1876 the son 
of a surgeon in the army. He lived in Wimbledon until his 
marriage to Lina Flemmick of Roehampton in 1911. After their 
marriage they lived in the vicinity of Worplesdon. He had no 
other profession than as an illustrator for sporting magazines 
(mainly golf) and golfing journalist. Ambrose served in the West 

Yorkshire Regiment in the First World War and attained the 
rank of Captain and he seems to have been known as ‘Captain 
Ambrose’ thereafter. 

He spent a lot of time painting and drawing but it is not 
known whether he ever attended an Art School. It is thought 
that he did some of his drawings and paintings from photo-
graphs, but a lot of his work was clearly done from life. He had 
a great ability to ‘strike a likeness’; as a result he has left a series 
of portraits, mainly of golfers, but his work also included tennis, 
badminton, squash, cricket, rugby, hockey, polo, croquet and 
racquets players. He did not use much colour in his work and 
his portraits were mainly pen and ink and colour washes. 

Research in various books devoted to lists of magazine 
illustrators fails to show his name and his work seems to have 
been largely ignored. However Henderson and Stirk’s Golf in 
the Making, Olman’s  Encyclopedia of Golf Collectibles, Mary 
Ann Wingfield’s A Dictionary of Sporting Artists 1650 – 1990 
and Kevin McGimpsey and David Neech’s   Golf Implements and 
Memorabilia  make a brief mention of him. As a result he is not 
generally known and it is not until one collects together all his 
work that he can be appreciated as a prolific artist who produced 
portraits of many sporting personalities of his time.

Ambrose’s early work covered tennis, his first sporting pre-
occupation. In 1906 he drew a series of cartoons of prominent 
tennis players, both men and women, which were published 
in Lawn Tennis and Badminton Magazine. The portraits were 
executed in white chalk and pen and ink on a green background 
and are very effective. They were accompanied by a brief note 
introducing the player and included such names as Lawrence 
Doherty, Tony Wilding and Blanche Hillyard – all Wimbledon 
champions.

In 1907, Lawn Tennis and Badminton Magazine published 
an article about GW Vidal who was the Hon Secretary, then 
the Treasurer of the Badminton Association from 1899 – 1906 
and was made Vice-President in 1907, the year of his death.  The 
article described the early development of the game and was 
accompanied by an Ambrose cartoon that has been enlarged 
and is now on display in the Museum at Milton Keynes. He 
made a series of cartoons of many of the early badminton 
players.

Charles Ambrose   1876–1947

Robert Ruddell
reviews the contribution to the heritage of golf by Charles Ambrose through his work as an illustrator, 

cartoonist and journalist.

Charles Ambrose’s portrait of the Prince of Wales, 1932
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Golf Illustrations
At this time Ambrose commenced illustrations for the golfing 
pages of Country Life and Fry’s Magazine. His illustrations in 
Country Life were prolific from 1909 – 1911 in conjunction with 
Horace Hutchinson’s column On the Green, a unique forum in 
which he discussed the development of courses and promoted 
the work of budding architects. Fellow contributors included a 
great collection of writers and expert players, including Bernard 
Darwin, James Braid, Herbert Fowler and Harry Colt.  

Later Ambrose’s work also appeared in other magazines 
such as the Tatler, The Field, Golf Illustrated, Golf Monthly, 
Sporting and Dramatic News and Bystander. In addition to his 
artistic work for these magazines Ambrose produced 109 line 
drawings for a charming book written by Eleanor Helme called 
After the Ball - Memoirs of a Golfer, and line drawings for a 
children’s book by the same author called Roddy and Scuttle. 
Eleanor Helme (1887 – 1967) was an author and distinguished 
journalist covering women’s golf for The Yorkshire Post, The 
Morning Post and The Daily Telegraph. She played for England 
and with TA Torrance beat both Wethereds in the inaugural 
Worplesdon Open Mixed Foursomes in 1921. 

A number of early prints hang around the walls above 
the lockers at Royal St George’s. They include several colour 
prints of early champions by Charles Ambrose, as originally 
published by The Field, and depict Vardon, Duncan, Taylor and 
the amateurs Hilton, Hutchinson and Low, nearly all of whom 
had successful connections with Sandwich.  In Duncan’s case 
he won the Open in 1920 at nearby Deal, and was runner up at 
Royal St George’s in 1922. Taylor (1894) and Vardon (1899 and 
1911) were of course both Open Champions at Sandwich, and 
Hilton won the Amateur there in 1900 having been runner - up 
in 1892 and 1896. Hutchinson was twice a semi-finalist in 1896 
and 1904. 

Major domo at Worplesdon
Charles Ambrose was one of the central figures at Worplesdon 
Golf Club between the wars. He made a great contribution to 
the Club as a member, player, Captain, Secretary and even as a 
paid course supervisor. Much of his life was taken up with the 
business of the Club, but he also made a considerable impact on 
the wider golfing world through his works as a journalist and 
illustrator. In 1933 the Prince of Wales accepted the captaincy 
of Worplesdon Golf Club. In the previous year the Prince had 
agreed to let Charles Ambrose draw him, allowing three sit-
tings; the original cartoon was said to have been presented to 
the Club. After his abdication the original of Ambrose’s cartoon 
disappeared from the Club’s archives and was rumoured to have 
been thrown out in a gesture of disapproval. 

Between the wars
In my opening paragraph I mentioned the delightful illustra-
tions of John Low and Stuart Paton that hang in the Woking 
clubhouse and were featured in A Temple of Golf A history of 
Woking Golf Club 1893 – 1993 by John Connolly. There is also 

‘Old Martin’ the Club’s first head green keeper who under the 
direction of Paton and Low transformed the Woking greens. 
The illustrations of John Low and Stuart Paton also appeared in 
The Centurions of Golf by Mike Berners Price.

Ambrose wrote regularly for Golf Illustrated from about 1926 
to 1938 and during that time he and George Hillyard (a founder 
member of West Sussex Golf Club at Pulborough and an old 
Wimbledon friend of his) ran a weekly competition in which 
readers were asked to design a hole over terrain as laid out in 
a line sketch by Ambrose and Hillyard; the winning designer 
received a prize. A reproduction of the Ambrose portrait of 
George Hillyard now hangs in the clubhouse lounge. 

In Geoff Shackleford’s delightful book Lines of Charm the 
author includes an Ambrose illustration of W Herbert Fowler 
and Tom Simpson announcing their pending visit to Los 
Angeles in 1920; it also deals with Ambrose’s writings in 1933 
on Clearings. Charles Ambrose devoted many of his pre 1940 
Golf Illustrated columns to the emerging art of golf architecture. 
Fascinated by the mysteriously simple ’line of charm’, Ambrose 
was determined to explain to readers why it was reasonable 
for architects to break up the straightest route to the hole with 
hazards, or the line of charm. Ambrose wrote in 1933: ‘If Colt 
made a profession of golf architecture, and Abercromby made 
an art out of it, Tom Simpson has climbed still higher up the 
ladder that leads to the realm of High Art, if he is not already 
at the top’. He also had a strong opinion on the use of trees 
and offered these two views in 1933: one with trees and thick 
underbush; the other depicting a more joyful golf experience to 

Charles Ambrose the artist and writer of golf

Charles Ambrose
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play through where ’clearings’ had taken place. Ambrose wrote: 
‘It is curious how crazy many otherwise perfectly sane people 
seem to be about trees. To cut down any tree, anywhere, in any 
circumstances, is an unforgivable sin, even when the felled tree 
was smothering some other far finer specimen behind it. ‘Who 
is Man, to destroy what God has planted? – that is the usual 
burden of the objectors’ refrain; and the unfortunate official in 
charge of a golf course has to put up with it.’

In Golf Between Two Wars by Bernard Darwin the author 
writes: ‘When Colonel Bunbury and Captain Ambrose between 
them originated this tournament they were benefactors of the 
golfing race. ... When in dreams I fancy that golf is once more 
its old self, there is no vision more enchanting than that in 
which I see myself brushing with hasty steps the dews away in 
company with Captain Ambrose on the first morning of the 
tournament.’ Bernard Darwin was referring to the Worplesdon 
Mixed Foursomes.

Modern reproductions
In addition to golf clubhouses Ambrose’s works are found 
illustrated in many books. A portrait of Bobby Jones, who led 
the American team to victory in the Walker Cup match at St. 
Andrews in 1926, appeared in The Sunley Book of Royal Golf 
by Sir Peter Allen. Drawings of James Braid in 1910 and Ted 
Ray in 1911 taken from Country Life appear in Stella Walkers 
British Sporting Art in the Twentieth Century. In James Braid 
Champion Golfer by Bob MacAlinden, Charles Ambrose illus-
trates Duncan, Taylor, Braid and Vardon discussing the merits 
of the gutty v rubber-core ball in a challenge match at Sandy 
Lodge Golf Club in 1914, and captures the scene perfectly. They 
are depicted by the artist as not appearing altogether satisfied 
with the ‘gutties’ – one of which looks indeed as if it were not 
quite round; and they probably have had difficulties in getting 
balls of the right age. Those that have survived from prehistoric 
pre–Haskell times, are far too old and it is small wonder the 
Duncan knocked three out of shape in a single round.

An example of Charles Ambrose cartoons appears in David 
Stirk’s book, Carry Your Bag Sir? The Story of Golf ’s Caddies. The 

1928 cartoon  is entitled The Cultured Caddie,  and stemmed 
from a report in the American press that it was becoming com-
mon in America for well-educated people to carry on the US 
tournament circuit in order to earn extra money. The cartoonist 
shows the caddie reading to his master, hints on how to play.

In 1911 when WG Tarrant, a prolific builder of houses in 
Surrey purchased 964 acres of land on St George’s Hill, he 
knew little about golf and nothing at all about creating a golf 
course. He talked about his plans for St Georges Hill to Charles 
Ambrose, who was his good friend. Ambrose wrote later in Golf 
Illustrated:

Tarrant enquired what I thought about his idea that twenty 
intending residents should be invited each to lay out a hole! 
To this I replied I thought eighteen might prove a better 
number, but why not consult a good golf architect and get the 
job done properly. Out came his note-book. Had he heard me 
right? Did I say golf architect? Would I kindly give the name 
of one? ‘Of course’ I said, ‘Harry Colt’, and thus the famous St 
George’s Hill course was born.

The Royal and Ancient Golf Club have five illustrations donated 
by Ambrose in 1924. Three members of the renowned Blackwell 
family, James, Walter and Edward are featured in a wonderful 
series of pen and ink drawings by Charles Ambrose, together 
with two other sterling members of the R&A, John Low, who 
was Chairman of the Rules of Golf Committee; and Leslie 
Balfour-Melville, Club Captain in 1906 and Amateur Champion 
in 1895. These paintings are included in Art and Architecture 
of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club, by Peter Lewis, Fiona C 
Grieve and Keith Mackie; they also appear in Champions and 
Guardians: The Royal and Ancient Golf Club 1884 – 1939, by John 
Behrend, Peter Lewis and Keith Mackie.

In Heather and Heaven the History of Walton Heath Golf 
Club 1903 – 2003, Phil Pilley uses Charles Ambrose’s illustra-
tion of George Riddell, who from 1905 dominated the club for 
nearly 30 years; this had  appeared in Golf Illustrated in 1914. 
Riddell’s rise continued to match that of his newspaper The 
News of the World, whose circulation rocketed toward four 
million on its way to more than double that figure. He would 
become Chairman, principal shareholder and proprietor, 

Colt, Fowler and Abercromby appeared in Country Life in 1914 Duncan, Taylor, Braid and Vardon. Gutty v Rubber Core match 
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knight, baronet and peer – and the first divorced commoner to 
enter the House of Lords.

In recent years there have been several articles in Through the 
Green which have been accompanied by Charles Ambrose illus-
trations. In March 2006, Gillian Kirkwood uses the Ambrose 
illustration of Maud Titterton, dating from her Championship 
win in 1908. Also in March 2006, Tim Smartt described the 
1920s caricature in the archive of Rye Golf Club that is dedicated 
to ACM Croome. In September 2008 in The Golf Courses of 
JF Abercromby, The Life and Career of one of the great classical 
golf architects is examined by Peter Freeman; Aber is pictured 
by Ambrose in Golf Illustrated towards the end of his life. In 
December 2011. Stephen Barnard’s article on Victor Longstaffe 
and the Moles features an important member of Aldeburgh.  
At the end of 1910 after Victor Longstaffe defeated the great 
woman golfer, Cecil Leitch at Aldeburgh, he was granted one of 
the ultimate prizes at the time for an aspiring golfer, a Charles 
Ambrose cartoon in Country Life.

I was fortunate four years ago to acquire Charles Ambrose’s 
illustration of Herbert Fowler with two other golf course 
designers, Harry Colt and JF Abercromby which appeared in 
Cyril Hewertson’s The Story of the First Seventy Five Years of 
Walton Heath Golf Club and once again he captures the scene 
magnificently. In 1914 the University of Illinois had just added 
to its curriculum a course of golf links construction. There was 
speculation that England might do the same and if so Colt or 
Fowler seemed to be likely candidates for Professorial Chair 
and Lectureship. The illustration originally appeared in Country 
Life in 1914, and subsequently has been used in Worplesdon Golf 
Club The First 100 years: 1908-2008 by Noel Stephens and in 
Masters of Design Great Courses of Colt, Mackenzie, Alison and 
Morrison by Henry Lord and Peter Pugh.

Charles Ambrose will always be remembered amongst the golf 
memorabilia collecting fraternity as the consummate carica-
turist of prominent golf personalities of the early twentieth 
century. 
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Auction News

Christie’s sale of the Jaime Ortiz-Patiño 
Collection The Origins of Golf
London, the 30th of May, 2012

One of the greatest golf memorabilia collections 
ever assembled, that of Jaime Ortez-Patiño, was sold by 

Christie’s on Wednesday 30th May 2012 at their King Street 
Auction rooms. Without doubt Christie’s held nothing back in 
their promotion: the catalogue was magnificent and the public-
ity level very high. With the challenging economic position on 
both sides of the Atlantic, Christie’s estimates were often lower 
than the actual prices paid by Mr Ortez-Patiño at the height of 
the golf collecting boom. There were 347 lots available for sale 
with a low estimate total of £2,149,130 and a high estimate of 
£3,372,590 of which 112 lots (32.3%) were unsold. The value of 
those lots sold, including Buyer’s Commission, was £1,831,882.  

However, this latter figure is a little misleading as there were 
some surprises both above and well below estimate.

In my preview of the auction published in the June edition 
of Through the Green I highlighted a number of items and for 
continuity’s sake I will do the same for this review. 

Artworks
Dealing firstly with the art works available, there were nineteen 
lots for sale with a low estimate value of £766,400 of which only 
four failed to find a buyer. The total raised by the fifteen sold 
was £1,054,775. The two star items were Lots 116 and 117: paint-
ings by Sir John Lavery RA, RSA, RHA of the North Berwick 
Golf Course. Lot 116 was estimated at between £200,000 and 
£300,000 and sold just below the low estimate at £193,250. The 
second fared much better selling at £241,250 against the low 
estimate of £150,000. The delightful Thomas Hodge painting 
(Lot 118) of James Wolfe-Murray shown mounted on a pony 
at St Andrews, entitled Approaching the Last Hole sold at £3,250, 
well below the low estimate of £5,000. This had to be one of the 
several bargains of the day. Lot 129 George W Aikman’s Portrait 
of A Gentleman Golfer (Lot 129) just made its low estimate of 
£10,000 but the golfing scene by Francis Powell Hopkins 
(Major Shortspoon), (Lot 115) and with a low estimate of £8,000 
failed to find a buyer. Lots 197 to 202 were by Michael Brown 
that he had painted for the Life Association of Scotland. Lot 
197, entitled Driving out of the Rough at The Royal Liverpool 
Golf Club, Hoylake estimated at between £20,000 and £30,000 
was unsold but Lot 198, a painting of the Himalaya hole at 
Prestwick  went for its low estimate of £30,000. This had been 
bought by Mr Patiño at Sotheby’s St Andrews sale in July 1995 
for £48,800. Lot 199, The Match between JH Taylor and D 
Rowland, Lot 200, The Amateur Championship of 1895, and 
the International Match of 1902 (Lot 201) also just met their low 
estimates of £20,000, £25,000 and £25,000 respectively. Each of 
these prices was about £5,000 lower than the original purchase 
price. The surprise however was Lot 202 of the Surviving Open 
Champions, 1905, which was estimated at £30,000–£50,000 
and was knocked down for £67,250. This was as a result of keen 
competition between two rival bidders. This certainly restored 
some of the losses he incurred on a number of items as he had 
purchased this in July 1995 for £36,000. Considerable interest 
was shown in Lot 203, the finished sketch for The Golfers by 
Charles Lees, this went for £337,250 against the high estimate 
of £180,000. It had been acquired by the vendor in July 1993 
for £193,500. Finally, the fine portrait of John Whyte-Melville, 
resplendent in red coat, by Sir Francis Grant PRA (Lot 204) sold 
for £79,250 marginally below its low estimate. This picture had 
been sold by Christie’s Scotland in 1991 for £165,000 and had 
been subsequently bought by Patiño in the Phillips of Chester 
Sale of July 2000 for £135,000. This was a loss of almost 50%.

Bonhams Spring Sale of Sporting and Golfing 
Memorabilia at Chester on the 29th of  May, 2012

The Bonhams sale in Chester was was perhaps over-
shadowed by the Christie’s auction but despite the absence 

of several usual customers, a number of new faces were spotted. 
The new live online bidding facility and a bank of telephones for 
telephon bidding added to the buzz in the salesroom, and there 
were a number of highlights.  

The William IV silver snuff box made by Nathaniel Mills in 
1833 with an inscription from James Ogilvy Fairlie made £1125 
(including commission) compared with a low estimate of £800. 
Based in Ayrshire, Fairlie was a co-founder of both Prestwick 
GC and the Open Championship, who had been Captain of the 
R & A in 1850. Discovered for sale in a boot sale in Canada its 
owner was shrewd enough to work out who Fairlie was. 

A pair of silver goblets presented to Roger Wethered as 
mementoes of the 1922 Walker Cup match at the National Golf 
Links attracted interested from both sides of the Atlantic, before 
being knocked down for £8,250 (£2,000) 

The top-selling item at the auction was the Grosser Golfpreis 
der Nationem, the silver-gilt salver with inlaid amber panels 
that was won by Tommy Thirsk and Arnold Bentley when an 
international amateur golf tournament was played after the 1936 
Berlin Olympics. This featured in an article by Tommy’s son 
Peter, in March 2004 TTG, which was reprinted in this year’s 
Jubilee Anthology. The trophy was eventually won for £18,750 
(£10,000) by Hesketh GC, Arnold Bentley’s old club, in the face 
of determined international opposition.

Bonhams declared themselves satisfied with the 70% selling 
rate and total value of the sale of over £100,000.
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Ceramics
Moving onto the ceramics, there were only eight lots for sale 
and six of these were sold. The low estimate for the eight items 
was £65,900 and the total raised was only £31,100. There were 
only two lots which merit particular attention. The wonder-
ful rare Chinese export ‘golfing’ punchbowl, one of only 
five known, previously owned by BGCS member, Manfred 
Schotten, when he acquired it in the auction of the François 
and Nicole Hervouët collection, was estimated to make between 
£40,000 and £60,000, but surprisingly remained unsold. This 
was the main reason for the shortfall in the estimate. The other 
punchbowl was The Bow of Fife Golfing Club Prize Medal 
for 1814, which was won by John Pitcairn of Kenneard. This 
was a rare Spode porcelain punchbowl and is one of the earliest 
golf prizes. This made exactly its lowest estimate of £10,000, 
but was purchased originally in January 1994 at the Phillips sale 
for £14,000.

Clubs
There was a very comprehensive selection of clubs on sale with 
104 lots being on offer at various prices ranging from below 
£1000 to £120,000. The low pre-sale estimate was £690,180 for 
all these and the resulting sales of £321,262 must have been disap-
pointing, even allowing for 29 unsold lots. The most expensive 
golf club was an extremely rare blacksmith made square-toe 
iron from the early eighteenth century valued at £80,000 to 
£120,000. This had been purchased originally for £92,400 at 
Sotheby’s in 1992. This failed to sell. The most expensive club 
sold was an extremely rare metal-headed blade putter of the 
eighteenth century referred to as the ‘Royal Perth Putter’, 
which went for £67,250. This had become part of the Patiño col-
lection in July 1998 when it was purchased for £106,000. Unsold 
lots included the long-nosed scared head putter attributed 
to Andrew Dickson (est £60-100,000), previously owned by 
Jeff Ellis; the Royal Perth square-toe light iron, previously 
bought for £80,700 and an extremely rare blacksmith made 
square toe-iron bought for £92,400. However, a rare spur toe 
light iron, made £58,850 just under its lowest estimate. A rare 
blacksmith made track-iron (Lot 36) beat its low estimate by 
£2,750 selling for £8,750, and a nice long-nosed scared head 
play club by George Strath circa 1875 sold for £2,250 comfort-
ably beating its estimate of £1000. The most popular clubs were 
without doubt various patent water irons. These are clubs that 
are illegal and feature cut out portions of the club face to ease 
its passage through water. Lots 304 to 308 all easily beat their 
low estimates. The star item was a rare and unusual anti-shank 
water rake by James Wilson circa 1875 that made £6,875 against 
an estimate of £2,000. This had been bought in 1992 at Christie’s 
Scotland for £3,300. Lot 311 was a Cochrane Mammoth Niblick 
that Mr Patiño had bought in 1991 at Phillips of Chester for 
£1,200 and had an estimate of £350, which sold for nearly ten 
times that amount at £3,250. Finally in the clubs’ section a Lloyd 
Payne Gallwey patent cylindrical rolling head putter (Lot 319) 
made £2,750 against an estimate of £600. The bad news was that 
Patiño bought it at Phillips Chester in 1991 for £3,400.

Balls 
There were around 35 lots of golf balls with seventeen feather-
ies and four hand-hammered gutties. The low estimate total 
expected was £163,650 and £140,564 was reached. There were 
just seven unsold lots in this category. Lot 317 was undoubtedly 
the star item and it was not a feathery but a very rare rifled 
grooved rubber core ball by Alexander Henry from around 
1903. This black ball was estimated at £6,000-10,000 and sold 
for an astonishing £18,750. It had originally been purchased in 
1991 at Phillips Sale for £7,000. A feathery made in 1790 by 
Wil Robertson, the father of Alan, and inscribed as being pre-
sented to Revd HM Lamont made £16,250 (est £10,000). It was 
bought previously at Lyon & Turnbull’s sale in Edinburgh in July 
2004 for £24,000. Lot 76, a feathery made by the great Allan 
Robertson around 1849 made £18,750 (est £12,000). This ball 
together with Lot 77 had been found in a bottle when alterations 
to the Royal and Ancient Clubhouse were being carried out. The 
final lot I found interesting was a box of Silvertown golf balls 
from the early 20th century, which made £3,000 (est £1000).

Books and printed items
The number of book lots was an impressive 130 but these proved 
less than popular with the buyers. 55 remained unsold and a 
total of £176,829 was raised against an estimate of £251,450. 
As I mentioned in my June review it was the first time to my 
knowledge that two copies of The Goff by Thomas Mathison 
were available at the same sale. Lot 12 was a first edition and 
sold exactly on estimate for £30,000; Lot 13 described as a 
second edition but in fact the third also made its low estimate 
of £25,000. A first edition of Robert Chambers’ A few Remarks 
on Golf (Lot 55) made £5250 well above its estimate and Clark’s 
Golf, A Royal and Ancient Game (Lot 151), which had been 
signed by the author fetched £12,500 beating its low estimate by 
£2,500. A nice run of Golf Illustrated from 1899-1902 estimated 
at £3,000 made £4,000 as did a run of The Golfing Annual from 
1888-1910. Henry B Farnie’s The Golfer’s Manual was sold 
exactly for its low estimate of £4,000. Lot 252, the programme 
for the first Masters tournament, proved a popular item selling 
for £8,125 (est £5,000). I regret to say that the book with my 
favourite poem title, On Myrtilla’s being struck down by a golf 
ball on Bruntsfield’s links (Lot 14), failed to find a good home. 
As a lover of golf books there were some bargains to be had 
particularly Lot 264, three Horace Hutchinson titles that went 
for just £1000, but this section for the vendor must have been 
disappointing. 

Final remarks
I suppose the old adage of assembling any collection, whether it 
be golf memorabilia, antique furniture, old silver, or beer mats, 
is the fun in the hunt and the pride in ownership. I think that 
Patiño missed out badly on the first of these but am sure he 
derived much pleasure in owning such a marvellous collection. 
The other point is clearly evident: you do not invest in golf 
memorabilia for profit but for pleasure.   

Dick Durran
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Introductions by Bernard Darwin
edited by
Dick Verinder  

Dick Verinder, a BGCS member and Darwin enthusiast from 
Texas, has produced this unusual anthology of 56 introductions 
and prefaces from BD for books mostly written by others, but 
including some of Darwin’s own. The list is chronological, start-
ing with the introduction to his compilation of prints A Golfer’s 
Gallery, written in 1921, when he was already established as a 
major commentator on the game. Thereafter, one can imagine 
his growing reputation as ‘The Voice of Golf ’ gave rise to com-
missions for introductions to other golfing titles.

Most are familiar from our golfing libraries, although 
in many cases, Darwin’s elegant introductions may perhaps 
have been overlooked. So the focus on some of these gems is 
welcome. He enthuses particularly on subjects and personali-
ties close to his heart, the reminiscences of Ouimet and Jones 
getting full treatment. The 1949 edition of the Rules of Golf was 
particularly interesting, because Darwin was chairman of the 
Rules Committee that had reviewed changes necessary after a 
fifteen-year period, including the War. He wrote the introduc-
tion himself and for once, this is business not pleasure. There is 
neither elegant prose nor literary allusion; the language is clear, 
precise and pointed, as would be expected from Darwin’s legal 
training. 

It is on the non-golfing enthusiasms that he writes most 
lyrically and extensively. These include Dickens, on which 
there are five commentaries, and general literary works, on all 
of which he displays a marked preference for character over 
plot. He is not only introductory, but persuasive on Osborne 
and Stevenson’s The Wrong Box, and on a non-literary subject, 
Receipts and Relishes, an engaging account from the Whitbread 
Library, of local delicacies from within the British Isles.

Introductions by Bernard Darwin comes in a limited edition 
of 575 copies in 293 pages, properly sewn, with head- and tail-
bands, and bound in faux-leather boards, blocked in silver-gilt 
on the spine and blind-stamped on the front with Darwin’s ini-
tials. The endpapers consist of unfamiliar illustrations of Darwin 
playing golf at Cambridge at the age of about fifteen. Definitely 
not to be overlooked is a fine introduction by Dan Wexler.

It is available for $75 plus p&p, at The Dormy House Press, 
11700 Hughes Lake Lane, Washington, TX 77880, USA. Further 
details are available from dormyhousepress.com whose website 
also displays some excellent views of the Rye course, and an 
unfamiliar essay from the master, about the Dormy House.

John Pearson   

1861 – 2011 
150 years of Military and Golfing Links at 
Fleetwood
by
Malcolm Clegg

Following publication of his centenary history of Fleetwood 
Golf Club in 1992, BGCS member Edwin Walker discovered a 
previously-unknown reference in the Preston Guardian to an 
earlier golf club in 1861. It had been organised by Scottish officers 
of the Fleetwood School of Musketry, which had recently been 
established to encourage army proficiency in rifle marksman-
ship. The links course and officers’ club were short-lived, as was 
the School of Musketry, which closed in 1867. But a shooting 
range continued at the site for the next 60 or so years until its 
closure in 1930. The golf course was opened on the site in 1932. 

This booklet by Malcolm Clegg takes over from Edwin’s 
original discovery and examines the relationship between 
the rifle range and golf course. In true fashion of the popular 
archaeological TV programme Time Team, he has examined 
original archive material, determined boundaries, excavated 
foundations, consulted experts, drawn some conclusions, 
explained some mysteries and left others. The 28-page booklet 
with card covers is digitally printed with a series of contempo-
rary and historic maps and photographs in colour, sepia, and 
black and white.  

The Club produced some copies of the ‘collectors edi-
tion’ especially for the visit to Fleetwood for our pre-Open 
Championship Meeting in July, and a number were snapped 
up. Other copies are available to the wider BGCS membership 
for £5 including p&p from Malcolm Clegg, c/o Fleetwood GC, 
Princes Way, Fleetwood, Lancashire, FY7 8AF.

John Pearson


