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The AGM took place as usual in the Royal Liverpool 
clubhouse at the end of April. I was delighted to 
welcome Bob Grant and John Pearson to the elevated 
status of Honorary Life Member, both of whom having 

served the Society on Committee, as Captain and, of course, their 
input in our flagship Through The Green has been invaluable.
I announced my Captains Day in the last edition of TTG 
and I am pleased to say that we have also confirmed 
golf and dinner on Thursday 15th August at Bruntsfield 
Links Golfing Society followed by Gullane No1 on Friday 
16th with dinner in the clubhouse. I look forward to 
welcoming you for what is sure to be a couple of great days.

Here is some more good news. Past Captain Tim 
Smartt, after what seems many years of bother and 
surgery with his hand, has managed to win one of the 
medals in the R&A Spring Meeting.  Well done Tim!

Finally we have some decent golfing weather after 
Arctic storms at Aberdovey, tornadoes at Spey Bay and 
hailstones and sub-zero temperatures at Tynemouth.  
Dunbar for the Scottish Hickory Championship was 
just idyllic, followed by the Colville Trophy on Gullane 
No3, all thoroughly enjoyed by an international field.

Your Assistant Treasurer, Paul Walker, informs me that some 
subscriptions (and balance of subscriptions) have still to be paid.  
Come on now, those of you in arrears, we need your money!  
Through The Green is a great magazine but is becoming more 
and more expensive to publish and post. So if you are in this 
minority please sort it out with Paul (rant over... Thank you!)

Ian Hislop is still taking entries for the Open Meeting 
at Kilspindie and we have room in the Village Hall 
for anyone wishing to have a table for the Collector’s 
Trade Fair.  Peggy Crabtree will be defending the 
Ray Gossage Trophy she won at Fleetwood last year.  

Gillian and I will be pleased to welcome 
fellow members to Mossdale on Tuesday during 
Open week.  We look forward to seeing you all!

David Kirkwood

Captain’s Letter
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Society News

SocietyNews

Digest of the BgCS AgM held at 
royal Liverpool golf Club, hoylake 
on Friday the 26 thof April 2013 

The meeting opened at 6.45 p.m. with 
the usual conventions. There were 
sixty-three members in attendance. 
The Treasurer reported on a number of 
extraordinary expenses incurred during 
2012, such as those connected with  the 
25th Anniversary Year of the Society. 
These expenses depleted the reserves 
to a degree but a modest increase in 
subscriptions coupled with a strict 
control on expenditure should see the 
process of replenishment commence. 
The collection of membership 
subscriptions remains problematic 
on occasions and is certainly time-
consuming. A number of members 
are remarkably tardy in payment while 
others have not altered their Standing 
Orders. The Committee appeals to 
all to whom this applies to help in 
this matter. The Captain conducted a 
review of his first year of Captaincy by 
thanking all who had contributed to the 
successes of 2012. He drew attention to 
the varied but excellent courses played 
by the Society during the year and he 
noted that he had had the pleasure 
of representing the Society in both 
the Swedish and the French Hickory 
Championships. Events so far this year 
have taken place in severe weather 
conditions and it can only be hoped 
that some improvement takes place as 
the year wears on. The Captain thanked 
Dick Durran for his sterling work with 
the Society web-site and John Hanna 

for, not only taking on the onerous 
task of editing Through the Green, 
but for producing such a fine first 
edition. Both John Pearson and 
Bob Grant were elected Honorary 
Life Members of the Society in 
recognition of their significant 
contributions to the Society. 
Alan Henderson was elected Vice-
Captain for 2013-14, Alan is a well-
known member of the Society and 
is a member of Huntercombe and 
Rye, as well as the R and A. The 
other Officers being re-elected and 
Peter Heath agreed to continue as 
Honorary Auditor of the Society. 
The meeting concluded with 
thanks by the Captain on behalf 
of the Society for the presentation 
of a walnut block and gavel along 
with a splendid box from the Golf 
Collectors’ Society in recognition of 
the 25th Anniversary of our Society. 

The Honorary Treasurer wishes to 
remind those members who are 
currently paying their subscriptions 
by Standing Order Mandate that the 
subscription has increased to £40 
as from 2013. If this is the case they 
should send a cheque for the balance 
to the Assistant Honorary Treasurer :
 Mr Paul Walker
11 Wannerton Road 
Blakedown 
Worcestershire
DY10 3NG
All cheques should now be made out to 
“The British Golf Collectors’ Society”

Subscriptions

Advertising
Members are reminded that in addition 
to ‘small ads’ they may take out various 
size advertisements in colour or black 
and white. Also ‘fliers’ may be inserted in 
TTG. Editor should be contacted for rates

Alan Jackson and John Pearson  John Pearson, Don Wilson III and Bob  
Grant
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Forthcoming Events
Friday 12th July Annual Match against 
the Mackenzie Society Cavendish Golf 
Club This is a wonderful opportunty 
to play a classic Alistair Mackenzie 
course in the company of other golfers 
who have a deep sense of the history of 
the game. Members are reminded that 
a circular will not be sent out for this 
event and the match manager Richard 
Atherton looks forward to interested 
members contacting him on his e-mail 
address ratherton4@aol.com

Wednesday 17th July  the Open 
Championship Meeting will be held at 
Kilspindie Golf Club. Entry forms were 
included in the last TTG and should 
be returned as soon as  possible if you 
wish to play. Members are reminded 
that  there will be a trade fair for those 
members wishihg to buy or sell golf 
memorabilia

Sunday 28th July The centenary match 
against Redditch Golf Club had to be 
postponed due bad weather. It has been 
arranged for Sunday 28th July and 
you may find a place on the side if you 
contact John Weston at rosalind251@
btinternet,com

Tuesday 30th July The annual   Hickory 
Match against the The Senior Golfers’ So-
ciety will take place  at Edgbaston Golf Club
This is another great match against one 
of the premier Societies in the country 
and should not be missed. Please return 
the entry form which is included in this 
magazine to the match manager Clive 
Mitchell. Stop Press - such has been the 
early demand for this match that the 
team is already selected.

Monday 12th August  A Centenary 
Match will take place against Coxmoor 
Golf Club. Coxmoor welcomes the 
Society to play the Central England 
Hickory Championship at the club each 
year so Keith Bilbie is hoping for a good 
turnout for this match.

Thursday 15th and Friday 16th of 
August David Kirkwood is pleased to 
announce that his Captain’s Day will  
now be played over two days and over 
two courses Golf and dinner has been 
arranged be played at Bruntsfield on the 
Thursday and over Gullane No 1 on the 
Friday.There is a  circular included in 
this magazine and the Captain would 
like it returned before Friday the 2nd of 
August.  

Thursday 29th August Hickory Match 
against Trentham Golf Club Bill Druce 
will be keen to hear from those inter-
ested in playing in this match.

Saturday 31st August Danish Open 
Hickory Championship at Copenhagen 
Golf Club (founded in 1897)

Wednesday 4th September Midlands 
Region Summer Meeting at Bloxham 
Golf Club

Friday 6th September The Annual 
England v Scotland to be played at Crai-
gielaw Golf Club East Lothian

Tuesday 17th September North Scot-
land Autumn Meeting at Monifeith Golf 
Club  and will be organised by Ham-
ish Ewan. The circular included in this 
magazine should be returned to him 
before 10th September

Thursday 3rd october Hickory Match 
v Rye members  at Rye Golf Club 
Jubilee course Tim Smartt is the match 
manager for this match and is hoping 
for a  good turnout.

Friday 4th october The English 
Hickory Championship will once 
again be played over the classic links 
at Rye Golf Club. There is a circular  
included in this magazine and should 
be returned to Tim Smartt before the 
end of August. 

The Annual meeting of the European 
Association  of Golf Historians and 
Collectors will take place this year in 
Brussels. It will be hosted by Patrick 
Messieux and  Virginie at the Royal 
Golf Club of Belgium in Brussels. The 
dates are the 26th and 27th of September. 
The Meeting will be followed by the 
2nd European Hickory Championship 
which will be played on Saturday 28th 
of September. It is hoped that many 
EAGHC members will travel to this 
easily accessible central location. The 
Association would welcome very much 
the addition of new members from the 
British Golf Collectors’ Society. For 
membership please cotact Jean-Bernard 
Kazmierczak at golfika@wanadoo.fr

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s

John Dixon, the well-known BGCS 
member and owner of Georgian 
Antiques in Edinburgh, wishes to thank 
all the BGCS members who voted for 
him in the recent Homes & Antiques 
Magazine’s annual award for the best 
Antiques shop in the UK. The votes of 
BGCS members enabled the company 
to win this prestigious award. John said 
“We are delighted and honoured to have 
received this award, which was totally 
unexpected. Judith Miller, the author 
and BBC Antiques road show presenter, 
said the award was offered as a tribute 
to all of the hard work and passion that 
Georgian Antiques puts into its business.

With a huge selection of works, 
Georgian Antiques offers one of the largest 
collections of antiques in the UK. They 
have an ever-changing range of pieces 
that tantalise collectors around the globe. 
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The weather for the North Scottish Spring 
Meeting stayed true to form and started 
off bright but with a very, very, stiff breeze. 
So bad in fact that not even the local 
members ventured out in the afternoon.
However the wind did help in the 
opening 9 as can be evidenced by 
some of the scores but with a sand 
storm reminiscent of the Sahara desert 
and the wind in our face on the way 
back things were entirely different.
Into the breeze!! at the 8th hole Bob 
Strachan managed to win nearest the 
pin and at the 15th hole with a more 
favourable wind Harry Bowden put his 
tee shot to a foot for nearest the pin.
The 3 ladies who played only managed to 
play 12 holes and decided between them 
that the ladies prize should only be played 
for over the first 9 (and would I dare 
argue!) which meant Norah Aitchison 
ran out the winner with a very creditable 
15 points playing with hickories. It was 
nice to see Janet venture north with Chris 
and the trio was made up with Liz Taylor.
Neil Laird and Chris Homer were the 
only two playing with steels, Chris in 
fact using a very nice set of Wilson 
Classics to very good effect and 
took the steel prize with 26 points.
In 3rd place for the Harry Bowden 
Quaich was the donor himself with 
24 points and to say he looked like an 
Al Queda refugee when he finished 
puts it mildly. Myself was runner-up 
with 27 points being beaten by Willie 
Tanner with the same number of points 
but with a BIH. Well done Willie.
Well done to all who came along especially 
when the weather was so rough – I think 
they all deserved a prize. We were well 
fed and watered by the club and thanks 

north Scottish Spring Meeting at 
Spey Bay Tuesday 16th April 2013

must also be given to all those who 
donated prizes, which I omitted to do, 
but they are always gratefully received. 
I look forward to seeing you all 
again at Monifeith in the Autumn.

Hamish Ewan

Congratulations are overdue to 
Willie Tanner who sometime ago 
won the Senior Division of the 
Mid-Pines Hickory Tournament 
near Pinehurst in the United States.

Ian Nalder driving at Spey Bay

The Scottish hickory Championship 
and the george Colville Trophy

Four men and a dog

A cool but sunny north-east wind 
greeted the twenty-eight competitors 
including four ladies for the 29th Scottish 
Hickory Championships at Dunbar 
on Friday the 24th May. Competitors 
from overseas included two French, 
an Austrian, an Australian and three 
Swedes. Starter Lionel Freedman was 
on excellent form getting most off the 
field off on time, however there were two 
members who will remain nameless, 
who missed their start time. The course 
was in excellent condition with the 
ground relatively firm and the tricky 
cross wind off the sea resulted in a few 
balls lost over the boundary wall which 
runs along the length of the course. The 
course was played off the par 70 yellow 
tees for the men and red for the women.
 

Organiser and local member Ian 
Hislop won the scratch title with a stuffy 
79 beating Swedes Claes Arma on 80 and 
defending scratch holder Jorgen Isberg 
and Gullane member Colin Sinclair on 81. 
Highlight of Ian’s round was a birdie four 
at the 1st hole. Nearest the hole winners 
at the 3rd and 16th were Claes Arma  
and local member Norah Aitchison.

The ladies prize was won by 
Liz Taylor who had 106 net 80.
Third handicap was Colin Sinclair 
with a 81 net 73 winning on the better 
inward half from Alex Carson, Nigel 
Notley and Czeslaw Kruk. Second 

place in the handicap section went to 
Chris Homer who had a 87 net 72.
Winner of the Scottish Hickory 
Championship for 2013 was Fifer 
William Tanner who scored an 
excellent 89 net 68. Highlight of 
Willie’s round was a birdie two at the 
202 yard 10th where he hit his favourite 
brassie to 5 feet and sunk the putt!

 In the evening 36 sat down for 
an excellent dinner in the clubhouse 
at Dunbar. Guests were the Dunbar 
vice-captain Gael Pollitt and Dunbar 
historian John Harris. John kindly 
donated a bag and some hickory /steel 
clubs which Ron Beatt auctioned with 
the funds being donated to the BGCS. 
Wine for the evening was supplied by 
Tien and Jean-Louis Panigel. Many 
thanks to John and the Panigels.

Chris Homer, Ron Beatt and Willie 
Tanner

Hislop, Kirkwood and Tanner
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events
The Welsh Weekend, 22nd to 24th March 2013
It was good to see old friends after the winter and to welcome 
new visitors to Wales but, owing to the challenging conditions, 
the weekend turned out to be a test of endurance and thermal 
clothing. Friday at Borth was the worst day for years, with 
the temperature below freezing, strong easterly winds and 
horizontal sleet. Nevertheless, six hardy souls played all the 
way round, and said they enjoyed the course, and several 
others managed thirteen holes. The team prizes were awarded 
over thirteen holes (with the two best scores out of three to 
count on each hole), the winners being Henrik Peyron, Jonas 
Fack and Michael Edin with an excellent tally of 56 points. 
Henrik also won the individual prize with 28 points over 
thirteen holes, a wonderful achievement in the circumstances.
We were warmly welcomed by the Vice-Captain, Harry James (the 
Captain was stuck in snow in the Midlands), and the Chairman, 
Susan Lund, who had helped greatly with the organisation, and a 
delicious supper was noisily enjoyed by everyone after the game. 
Saturday in Aberdovey dawned with snow everywhere except 
on the beach and the golf course. Some people cried off because 
their journey was impossible, but the members of Aberdovey 
nobly agreed to play in the biting east wind and twelve foursome 
matches went out. The results, calculated on ‘holes up’ after 
eighteen holes, using the Sunningdale system (a shot is received 
by a pair when they are two down), were extremely close, with 
four halved matches. It was one of those days when the golf 
was enjoyed more in retrospect, chatting over a drink in the 
clubhouse. The reality had been a tough, cold afternoon with the 
12th hole almost unplayable, as the ball was blown off the green 
before the players could get to it! Everyone had stories to tell of 
disasters along the way but they were all glad to have played in 
congenial company and relieved to have survived the icy blast.
Dinner in the clubhouse that evening was a very cheerful 
affair, with fifty-five players and guests enjoying a first-class 
meal, followed by a welcoming speech from the Aberdovey 
Captain, Mike Bouch, to which John Pearson, Acting BGCS 
Captain, replied. The results of the match were announced 
by BGCS President Philip Truett, with the usual amusing 
embellishments and stories which are always much appreciated.  
For the first time in several years, the hickory players won by 
two holes up after twelve matches: might the fact that nine of 
the twelve partnerships contained a low-handicap Swedish 
player be significant? John Pearson was delighted to receive 
the Darwin Trophy from Mike Bouch and the evening 
ended with Gwyn James singing two Welsh love-songs.
Sunday was even colder, with a gale-force wind blowing in over 
the snow-clad mountains. This was not golf as it is supposed to 
be played but, once again, most of the competitors took on the 
challenge and completed eighteen holes. The course had dried 
out a good deal, and the greens were fast and true, thanks to 
the greens staff who have had a miserable time coping with 
huge floods and unusual frosts over the last few months. 
Unfortunately Stefan Kjell, defending champion holding both 

Scratch and Handicap trophies, was ill and could not travel. 
His fellow Swedes featured strongly in the prize giving and 
the four scores under 90 were impressive that day.  We all 
hope that those who had not previously been to Aberdovey 
or Borth will come back and play the courses again in kinder 
weather. My thanks to all those who made this a memorable 
weekend and to John Pearson for standing in for David 
Kirkwood, our Captain, who was unable to leave Edinburgh.
Results: 
Handicap:  1st       Jorgen Isberg    31 pts
                    2nd    Jonas Fack 27 pts on last six holes from
     3rd      Henrik Peyron   27 pts
     4th         Claes Kvist   26 pts

Scratch:        1st     Jorgen Isberg   84
                      2nd   Perry Somers             85
                      3rd   Claes Arma                 87   
                      4th   Jonas Fack     88   
  
Next year’s Welsh weekend will take place at Borth and 
Aberdovey on 4th, 5th and 6th April 2014.    

 Liz McDonald

Alun Davies driving into the wind at  the 3rd hole Aberdovey

Jorgen Isberg shows off all his trophies
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PreSIDenT’S DAY – 2013

The 17th President’s Day at Royal Liverpool Golf Club took 
place on a very windy day at Hoylake on April 26th under the 
discerning leadership of our 3rd President, Philip Truett. Fifty-
four members took part in the foursome stableford competition 
for the John Behrend Shields and Medals and the effect of the 
weather was clearly evident in the scores. The winners were 
Bob Fletcher (BGCS Secretary) from Sutton Coldfield Golf 
Club and Russell Hamer who is a member of Royal Lytham and 
St Annes with 27 points. Runners up were last year’s winners 
– Chris Walker (John O’Gaunt) and Stuart Gibbs (Tadmarton 
Heath) with 26 points who, playing with hickories, won the 
Heath Mitchell Salver. In 3rd place, after taking countback 
into account, were Alan Henderson (Huntercombe) and 
Philip Neilson (Bromborough) from Don Wilson III and 
Chris Moore, both of the home club. More than half those 
taking part played with their hickories, serving to underline 
the popularity of playing with such testing equipment.One 
statistic that illustrates the challenging conditions was that 
only 9 points were scored from 27 pairs on the 17th hole 
(the 1st in The Open). A tough hole if ever there was one.

The Annual General Meeting followed (separately reported) 
after which the President’s Dinner took place in the Club 
Room at which seventy-six persons were seated . The Society 
were delighted to welcome the Society’s guests in the form of 
Rick Taylor, the new Captain of Royal Liverpool and his wife, 
Helen, together with David Cromie, Club Secretary who, it is 
pleasing to report, is applying for membership of the Society. 
Two richly deserved presentations took place at the Dinner; 
the President’s Medal to David Hamilton who founded a 
group of BGCS members known as The Literati of the Links’ 
but who, for the purpose of this annual award, was adjudged 

to have written the most praiseworthy article in Through the 
Green during the past twelve months. This was entitled The 
Reverend Golfers and appeared in the December edition. 
The Murdoch Medal, to much acclaim, was awarded to John 
Pearson for his major contribution to the heritage of golf in 
his capacity of Editor of the magazine for the past nine years.

The evening concluded with an auction of memorabilia, 
ably conducted as always, by our Captain, David Kirkwood. 
The following morning saw a Collector’s Fair take place in 
the Club Room. Eleven members took tables and, whilst not 
open to the public, a good number of Royal Liverpool and 
Society members attended and some worthwhile buying, 
selling and exchanging took place. The range of golfing 
memorabilia never ceases to interest, surprise and amaze.

In thanking Royal Liverpool Golf Club for, 
once again, allowing us to hold one of the Society’s 
flagship events at Hoylake, I am delighted to 
announce that the date of Friday April 25th has been 
confirmed for President’s Day next year and, moreover, we 
shall be the last Society to be allowed to play the links before 
the 2014 Open.

John Pearson receives the President’s Medal from President 
Philip Truett

David Hamilton is awarded the Murdoch Medal 
by the President

Society News
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declared The American Golfer.  “Not a soul who witnessed 
it, including Vardon and Ray, will ever forget.”  Nor shall we.
A century is a long time, a hundred years of yesterdays and 
memories long since forgotten.  The participants in this battle 
entered their eternal sleep generations ago, but the events of those 
three days in September 1913 at The Country Club in Brookline, 
Massachusetts will always be revered by those who love golf.  
The Bible tells us that “time and chance happen to them all.”  Mr. 
Ouimet’s time was married to that place, to that championship.  
How else can one explain this amateur, whose only significant title 
was a modest Massachusetts State Amateur, beating men who 
had won British Opens and competed in major championships 
since young Francis was a child?  It was simply meant to be.
 
Early Days

As Ouimet noted later, “fortune has to deal kindly with any 
golfer in winning a championship.  There are times when things 
seem to go just right with a player and others when everything 
goes wrong.”  Pretty much everything went right for him, and 

In Memory of Francis ouimet

Lyle Slovick 
reminisces on  “shots heard around the world”

At 360 yards with a sharp dogleg left, the 17th hole 
was no brute.  A birdie could be had, and he needed 
one desperately.  His second shot, piercing through 
the cool grey sky, settled fifteen soggy feet from the 

hole.  Surveying the putt, he knew it was now or never.  Feet 
squished in the turf as he took his stance.  Just give it a chance.  
The putter swept back and forward into the ball, and it clicked 
off toward the hole.  The line and pace down the slippery 
slope were perfect.  The large crowd held its collective breath 
as the ball curved right and rolled quickly toward its target.  
Slow down!  It struck the back of the cup hard, bounced into 
the air, and disappeared from sight.  An explosion of ecstatic 
shouts, whistles, and applause reverberated through the moist 
autumn air, and may well have shaken a few leaves off the trees.
Twenty-year-old Francis Ouimet had done it!  He was tied 
for the lead in the U.S. Open with Harry Vardon and Ted 
Ray.  A hard-earned par on the last forced a playoff, a fitting 
conclusion to a story few people would believe had it not really 
happened.  “In years to come it will become more famous,” 

Harry Vardon Edward (Ted) Ray
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it all began across the street from that fateful 17th green. “I 
have often wondered,” Francis wrote in his book, A Game of 
Golf, “what my golfing activities would have amounted to if my 
father had not bought a home bordering on The Country Club.”  
His opportunities in the game were certainly blessed by his 
proximity to the course, which in later life he would consider 
hallowed ground.  His older brother Wilfred got a job caddying 
at the club, and as a boy of six or seven Francis became 
enamored with the game on his walks back and forth across 
its green fairways on his way to school.  Hunting for golf balls 
in the tall grass along the way was a fun and beneficial fringe 
benefit.  His mother recalled that he would cross the road and 
sit for hours, mesmerized by the members playing the game. 
Francis and Wilfred laid out their own a 3-hole, homemade 
course in the cow pasture behind the house, and Francis 
practiced every chance he got.  His father Arthur was not a 
golfer and looked down on the game, and his mother Mary 
thought he “had gone crazy because golf was the only thing” 
he seemed interested in.   She used to hear noises up in his 
room at night.  Once, going to check on him after midnight she 
found him putting on the floor.  He confessed that he had often 
done that kind of thing before, and she relented to his passion.  
At eleven, Ouimet joined his brother as a caddie and was 
able to see many great golfers play in tournaments at the 
club – Jerome Travers, Willie Anderson, and Walter Travis 
among them – practicing aspects of their techniques he 
deemed useful.  A kind member, Samuel Carr, gave the 
young boy some discarded clubs; a driver, lofter (similar to a 
7-iron), mid-iron (2-iron), and putter, and more fully armed, 
Francis kept building his game.  Rising at 4:30 or 5 am, he’d 
play a few holes at The Country Club “until a greenskeeper 
drove me away. Rainy days, when I was sure no one would 

be around, I would do the same thing.”  Francis formed a 
golf team at his high school, and at sixteen won the Boston 
Interscholastic Championship.  When the U.S. Amateur came 
to his home club in 1910, he tried to qualify, but failed by 
one stroke.  He tried again the following two years, but again 
failed, each time by a single agonizing stroke.  He’d keep trying.
By the time 1913 rolled around, Francis had earned a 
certain reputation in his home state.  In June he won the 
Massachusetts State Amateur, closing out his semi-final 
match by playing the last six holes in an incredible 6 under 
par.  Two weeks before his tussle with Vardon and Ray, he 
finished second in qualifying at the U.S. Amateur in New 
York, then gave eventual winner Jerry Travers a game fight in 
their second round match before losing 3&2.  People in the 
know were impressed with Francis.  The tall, angular-faced 
lad with the ready smile had a cool, even temperament that 
complimented his shot-making and putting skills.  Bernard 
Darwin, the famous British golf writer, affirmed at the time, 
“Mr. Ouimet stepped at a bound into the forefront of American 
amateurs.”  He had talent, but how far would it take him?
Time and chance then took the stage.  The first bit of luck was 
getting into the field for the U.S. Open.  Based on Ouimet’s good 
performance in the U.S. Amateur, Robert Watson, President 
of the USGA, encouraged him to play.  “He thought I should 
enter,” recalled Ouimet years later.  “I argued with him about 
the folly of such a thing, and he won the argument.”  The main 
draws were undoubtedly Vardon and Ray.  The stoic Vardon, 
5-time British Open champion, at age 43 was still the game’s 
consummate ball-striker, but erratic on the greens.  The burly 
36-year-old Ray, winner of the British Open in 1912, was one of 
the game’s longest hitters, but also possessed a wonderful short 
game. “If only Harry could putt like Ted,” people whispered. 

The young Francis Ouimet in the garden of his home The iconic photograph of Ouimet with Eddie Lowery
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The U S Open 1913    
The two had been touring the U.S. since August playing 

exhibition matches and exciting crowds wherever they went, 
including an eleven-year-old boy in Atlanta named Bobby 
Jones. The strong field also included two-time defending 
champion Johnny McDermott, Mike Brady, Jerry Travers, 
Macdonald Smith, Jim Barnes, Jock Hutchinson, and Walter 
Hagen.  Wilfred Reid, another strong English player, and 
Louis Tellier of France added to the international flavor.  
The Country Club course they faced measured 6,245 
yards, a stout enough test in the days of hickory shaft clubs 
when a 250-yard drive was a monster.  Francis successfully 
negotiated the two qualifying rounds, and did more than 
hold his own in the first rounds of the tournament proper.  
After smother-topping his opening tee shot about 40 yards 
into the rough and starting 6-6-5, his nerves smoothed out, 
and he shot rounds of 77-74.  He trailed Vardon and Reid by 
four shots, Ray by two, and Barnes and Mac Smith by one.  
Friday’s final double round was played under horrible conditions.  
Rain began to fall heavily at two o’clock in the morning and 
kept up throughout the day.  Today, play would be called, but 
in 1913 they slogged on.  Windswept rain soaked contestants to 
the bone, and made it difficult to hold onto their clubs and take 
a solid stance.  It also saturated the greens to such an extent that 
long shots were prone to bury under the surface.  There was no 
relief provided, and a number of players had to hack the ball 
out with mashies (5-irons) or niblicks (9-irons).  The USGA 
took pity on the field in the final round, and allowed players 
to lift embedded balls on the greens.  Francis had played in 
weather like this many times, and gladly accepted the challenge.
After three rounds Ouimet was still right there, shooting a 74, 
tying Vardon (78) and Ray (76) at 225.  The final round would 
validate Bernard Darwin’s assertion that never “was there a 
championship in which the fortunes fluctuated in so amazing 
a manner.” Ray was finishing up his round of 79 as Francis 
walked to the first tee.  Francis began well, parring the first 
four holes. While playing the sixth he was told that Vardon 
had tied Ray with 304. “There are three or four still out there 

who will beat us,” Vardon told a British reporter, lamenting 
that his putting had let him down once again. Ray was beside
worse Harry went out and did the same thing.”  But those 
chasing, including Hagen and McDermott, all came up short.  
The only hope for an American victory rested with Mr. Ouimet.  
“I will admit that my pulse beat a trifle faster,” he recalled, “for 
I felt confident that I could turn in a round of 78.  Right there 
I made a mistake, for I began to play safe.”  He made double 
bogey at the fifth, then, after finding out where he stood, went 
bogey, par, double, par, double – dropping seven shots in 
six holes.  After the double bogey on the 140-yard 10th, he 
said to himself: “It’s done, forget it.  Instead of dwelling upon 
the play at the tenth I began to figure what I would have to 
do on the remaining holes. Possibly I was so wrapped up in 
this calculation that I did not have a chance to get nervous.”  
that his putting had let him down once again. Ray was 
beside himself. “I played rotten, and to make matters worse 
Harry went out and did the same thing.” But those chasing, 
including Hagen and McDermott, all came up short. The 
only hope for an American victory rested with Mr Ouimet. 
“I will admit that my pulse beat a trifle faster, he recalled,’ for 

I felt confident that I could turn in a round of 78. Right there I 
made a mistake, for I began to play safe.” He made double bogey 
at the 5th then after finding out where he stood, went bogey, 
par, double, par, double - dropping seven shots in six holes. 
After the double bogey on the 140 yard 10th he said to himself  
“It’s done, forget it. Instead of dwelling upon the play at the 
10th I began to figure what I would have to do on the remaining 
holes. Possibly I was so wrapped up in this calculation that I 
did not have a chance to get nervous.” Bernard Darwin recalled 
that he “was already composing sentences to telegraph home,” 
as he splashed his way out in the mud and rain to catch up with 
Francis. Something “to the effect that he had fought a let him 
down.great fight but the burden had been just too heavy for him 
to bear.”  As young Ouimet began his comeback, Darwin “had 
to alter all those kind and possibly condescending sentences.” 
Walking to the 11th tee Francis heard someone in the 
gallery say, “‘It’s too bad, he has blown up.’  I knew he meant 

Harry Vardon Frncis Ouimet and Ted Ray shaking hands 
after  Ouimet’s victory in the 1913 US Open

Francis Oumet (with horseshoe in hand) being carried 
shoulder-high by celelebrants after his historic win 
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me, and it made me angry.  It put me in the proper frame 
of mind to carry on. There was still a chance, I thought.”  
Champions find a way, and he steadied himself with pars on 
11 and 12. “Standing on the 13th tee, I realized I must play 
those last six holes in two under par to tie.” After a good 
drive, he missed his second on the 320-yard hole and was 
left with a 30-foot shot from the fringe, but chipped the ball 
right into the hole for a three and “was still in the hunt.”  

The cheers brought Vardon and Ray out to the 14th to watch 
him finish, “and a great finish they saw,” noted one reporter, 
“which impressed them enormously even if in the circumstances 
it did not exactly delight them.”  Ouimet parred the 470-yard par-
5 fourteenth and saved his par on the 370-yard fifteenth with a 
delicate pitch over a bunker that he played to perfection, leaving 
him a yard from the cup.  Time was running out.  The 16th was 
a short 125- yard par-3.  A birdie from 18 feet seemed possible 
until he raced the first putt seven feet past the hole. Taking 
very little time on the second, but he somehow coaxed it in.  
somehow he coaxed the next one in. By the time he reached 
the 17th tee, an estimated 8,000 spectators had come out to 
watch him, a huge crowd for that time.  Something special 
was happening, and they wanted to be part of it. Ouimet’s 
mashie second was struck well and opened the door to a 
putt.  One thought filled his head as he looked over his 15-
foot downhill, side hill winder – get it there! A car honked 
its horn repeatedly as he putted, a horn he never heard, 
so “thoroughly was my mind centered on the business of 
holing the putt.” He stroked it as firmly as any putt he ever 
hit and knew he holed it “the moment I struck it.” Bernard 
Darwin reported that amid the tumult of cheers, catcalls, 
and yells, the people appeared, “one and all, like madmen.” 
Ouimet’s second shot to the last stopped just short of the 
green. He chipped up to four feet and surveyed the little 

stretch of sodden turf that lay between him and a chance at the 
title.  He gently tapped the ball and “stepped back to watch its 
progress.  Slowly it rolled to the edge of the hole, curled around 
the lip for an inch or so, and then dropped in.” In executing 
that final stroke, there was a “briskness and decisiveness 
about every movement, and whatever he might have felt, he 
did not betray it by as much as the movement of an eyelash.”  
Vardon and Ray, watching intently amongst the gallery, 
gripped their pipes “until the stems threatened to snap under 
the strain of the clenched teeth.” When Francis holed out, 
they “looked at each other and nodded a silent approval.”  
The crowd was euphoric, young Ouimet’s performance 
had been grand, a dream – but surely he’d blow sky high in 
the playoff. “That their boy hero,” wrote Darwin, “after a 
night to sleep on it, should go out in cold blood and beat, 
not one, but two champions, was too much to hope for.”

The Play-off
From Francis’s point of view, “it would be nonsensical 

for me to say that at the start of the playoff I felt confident 
of defeating Vardon and Ray. While I did not feel nervous, 
I did realize the formidable task in hand.” On the fiftieth 
anniversary of his victory, he offered this insightful nugget: 
“I was an amateur. I played for fun. I looked on professionals 
as magicians who knew all the answers.  This was to be a 
match between Vardon and Ray. I was there by mistake.”  

Oil painting of Francis Ouimet in his regalia as Captain of 
the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews 1951-52. 

Francis Ouimet and Eddie Lowery wearing hats
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those fellows, Francis. They never can take the championship 
across the water with them!” The second thing was Ouimet’s 
own determination that “Vardon and Ray should not be able 
to say that my tying them for the championship was a fluke, 
which I felt they could say if I ‘went to pieces’ in the playoff.”     

How did it happen?  How could it happen – especially on the 
course Francis grew up on?  Harry Vardon claimed he played 
the worst golf of his entire tour that week of the Open. What if 
he had played his best?  The Sunday before the championship 
began, Francis played two warm-up rounds with friends at 
Wellesley Country Club, shooting a pair of wretched 88’s.  What 
if he had done that in the tournament?  What if he had failed 
to convert his putts on 17 and 18 in that final round? What if 
Eddie Lowery, who Francis claimed was “a veritable inspiration 
all the way around,” and who would become a life-long friend, 
had not been his caddy? Golf, like life, isn’t about “what ifs,” 
it’s about what happens at a particular moment in time. 
Francis Ouimet won for the same reasons Bobby Jones won 
at Inwood in 1923, how Ben Hogan survived a near-fatal 
car crash and then won at Merion in 1950, how Arnold 
Palmer won at Cherry Hills in 1960 and lost at Olympic 
in 1966, how Larry Mize won at Augusta in 1987 and 
Tom Watson lost at Turnberry in 2009.  Time and chance 
happened to them all.  It was meant to be.  It was golf.
Ouimet’s victory was a watershed moment.  As Herbert 
Warren Wind put it, the luckiest thing “that happened to 
American golf was that its first great hero was a person like 
Francis Ouimet.”  He wasn’t a rich kid; he wasn’t a hard-nosed 
professional. “Here was a person all of America, not just 
golfing America, could understand.”  Ouimet, the ex-caddie, 
the working-class boy who quit high school to help support 
his family, the boy who played for the love of the game, 
remaining an amateur to his final days – the boy who grew 
into the man who mentored other great champions like Bobby 
Jones and Gene Sarazen. The latter said of Ouimet: “Well, 
he’s the king. No finer gentleman ever walked the fairways.”

In 1960, when Ouimet was awarded the Gold Tee Award 
by the Metropolitan Golf Writers in New York, Jones was 
in attendance.  “As a boy in Atlanta, in 1913,” he recalled, “I 
waited for the paper to read about Francis’s playoff against 
Vardon and Ray.  From that time on he has been an idol of 
mine.  When an idol endures 40 to 45 years, you know he 
must have a special quality.”  Indeed.  After defeating Vardon 
and Ray, Francis Ouimet went on to win two U.S. Amateurs 
– the title that meant the most to him – play on seven Walker 
Cup teams, and captain four others.  He was a gentleman, 
without scandal in his life, and the ideal of an American hero. 
Harry Vardon wrote in his autobiography that Ouimet’s 
performance “was one of the finest exhibitions of courageous 
He was also firmly convinced that it was from this victory that 
the seeds were sown for what “was to become the remarkable 
improvement in the play of golfers from the United States.”  
In 1913 fewer than 350,000 people played golf in the U.S.; 
With Ouimet’s victory, America had graduated as a first-

Mistake or not, when he made a 4-footer on the first hole of 
the playoff to tie his fellow competitors, “almost instantly any 
feeling of awe and excitement left me completely. I seemed 
to go into a coma.”  He felt that each stroke was “apart from 
each other.  It was a wonderful mood to get into.” After 6 
holes Vardon was one up on Francis and two on Ray.  This 
heartened Ouimet, who realized “my opponents were not 
infallible in their play.” They all turned in 38 strokes and 
Francis took the lead on the tenth with a par.  “Once he got the 
lead I was very much afraid for our British representatives,” 
wrote correspondent Henry Leach, “and I think they were a 
little afraid too.  No man ever looked less like cracking than 
young Ouimet.” By the 12th, Francis realized that “even 
against two such wonderful players there might be a chance 
of landing the title, with which thought I resolved that if they 
beat me it would be only by playing better than par golf.”
A hole later he was still one up on Vardon and two in front of 
Ray.  A double-bogey at the 15th took Ray effectively out of it, 
but Vardon stayed one behind going into the penultimate hole. 
The crowd, which continued to grow as the round progressed, 
had become exceedingly boisterous. They cheered wildly 
whenever Ouimet made a good shot, and at one point, as they 
approached the seventeenth hole, “Ray deliberately stopped 
in the midst of a swing and refused to play until the cheering 
ceased.” As the marshals restored order, Vardon, in need of a 
birdie, tried to cut the corner of the dogleg.  Instead, he found 
the bunker that now bears his name.  When Francis saw where 
Vardon ended up, he felt, “for the first time in the match, that 
the title was mine and I felt absolutely sure of it when, after 
getting safely on the green in two, I sank the putt for a three.”  
The last hole was now a mere formality.  After safely reaching 
the green on two, Ouimet lagged his approach putt to less 
than a foot from the hole. As he went to tap it in, the thought 
that he was on the verge of accomplishing something great 
overwhelmed him. “Suddenly, I couldn’t get my breath.  The 
green began heaving beneath me.  I could not even see the 
hole.”  He rapped the ball in the hole, and it was over. Ouimet 
72, Vardon 77, Ray 78. Victory! The multitudes rushed in 
and gathered up the beaming champion on their shoulders, 
“while cheer after cheer rang out in his honor.  Excited women 
tore bunches of flowers from their bodices and hurled them 
at the youthful winner; hundreds of men strove to reach 
him in order to pat him on the back or shake his hand.”The 
vanquished were gracious. Vardon admitted, “We have no 
excuses to make, for we were defeated by high class golf.”  Ted 
Ray added, “I have no hesitation in saying that he played better 
golf the whole four days than any of us.” Bernard Darwin, who 
kept Ouimet’s scorecard, and who would write so poignantly 
about this day, said simply: “Finest thing I ever saw.”

Ouimet asserted that “two things and one person, in addie, 
helped me amazingly. The person was his ten-year old caddie, 
Eddie Lowery. The first thing was an appeal  to patriotism.  
As the players made their way to the first tee, Eddie ambled 
up to his side and whispered: “You’ve just got to beat
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class golfing power. As one reporter put it, “Francis Ouimet, 
besides having achieved immortal fame among golfers, 
has done something splendid for the good of that game.”  
Time and chance brought Arthur Ouimet and his family 
to that house on Clyde Street across from the 17th hole at 
The Country Club, and for that we can be forever grateful.  
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Irish Musings
by John Hanna

The ‘British’ Players
When one reads the credentials of the four Irish players 

and considers their combined experience, it is easy to see 
why all four players were selected. James Bruen was born in 
Belfast on the 8th May 1920 but his family moved to Cork 
where he became employed as an insurance broker. The 1951 
programme lists the records to date of the team. James’s first 
success was winning the British Boys’ Championship 1936; he 
won Irish Close Amateur Championship 1937 and 1938; the 
Irish Open Amateur Championship 1938;  was runner-up in 
the Prince of Wales Cup at Deal 1937; leading amateur in the 
Irish Open Championship 1937, 38 and 39; and in the Open 
Championship 1939,  after leading the qualifiers;  he reached the 
6th round of the Amateur Championship in1939 and with W D 
Smithers won the Daily Telegraph Amateur and Professionals 
Foursomes Tournament 1950. He played for Ireland against 

The Walker Cup Match 1951 and Cecil Ewing

John Hanna

Within the last few months I have been asked 
by a couple of Society members if I knew 
anything about Cecil Ewing. Coincidentally a 
short time ago I purchased a copy of the 1951 

Walker Cup match. One tends to think it is only in recent years 
that Ireland has produced a group of really good golfers such as 
Rory McIlroy, Graeme McDowell, Darren Clarke and Padraig 
Harrington.. Yet this was very much the case in 1951 when 
four players out of a team of ten represented ‘Great Britain’ 
(note no mention of Ireland) in the Walker Cup match. The 
match was played over the links at Birkdale Golf Club in May. 
It is worth mentioning, but in no way suggesting that there was 
the slightest bias by the British selectors, that the Chairman 
of the Walker Cup Selection Committee was Lt Col. Charles 
O Hezlet. He was the first Irish player to obtain a place in a 
Walker Cup side in 1924 and he played again in 1926 and 1928.
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England, Scotland and Wales in 1937, 38, 49 and 1950. He had 
already played in the Walker Cup matches 1938-1949. Such 
was his popularity that he was a member of the following 
clubs: - Cork, Baltray, Portrush, Portmarnock, Muskerry and 
Killarney. He held the amateur course records at Portrush, 
Muskerry, Macroom, Portmarnock, Baltray and County Down 
and Cork. Joe Carr was born in Dublin on the 18th of February 
1922. He was a member of Portmarnock and Royal Dublin. He 
won the Irish Open Amateur Championship 1946 and 1950; 
he was runner-up 1947 and 1948. He won the East of Ireland 
Championship five times, and was runner-up once. He won 
the West of Ireland Championship 1946, 47 and 48; the South 
of Ireland Championship in1948 and was runner-up in 1946 
and 1947. Joe won the Irish Open Mixed Foursomes 1939 - 42 
and was runner-up 1943. He won the Irish Open Amateur and 
Professional Foursomes seven times between 1939 and 1948 
and represented Ireland in International matches in 1947, 
48, 49 and 50. He was a member of the Walker Cup team in 
1947 and 1949. Joe was a member of Sutton Golf Club and an 
Honorary Life Member of Lahinch and Royal Portrush and 
an Honorary Member of Royal Dublin and Portmarnock. Joe 
had his own clothing business. Cecil Ewing was born in Rosses 
Point on 11th of July 1910. At this time he was a representative 
of a well-known Dublin brewery. He won the West of Ireland 
Championship in 1932, 33, 35 39, 41, 42, 43, 45, 49 and ’50, and 
was runner-up 1928, 34, 37, 44, 47 and 48. Cecil was runner-
up in the Amateur Championship 1938 and a semi-finalist in 
1936. He won the Irish Open Amateur Championship1948 
and as runner-up 1950; won Irish Close Championship 1948 
and was runner-up in 1946 and was runner-up in the South of 
Ireland Championship 1945. Cecil had played on the Walker 
Cup sides of 1936 , 38, 46 and 49. He played for Ireland in 
1934, 35, 36, 37 and 1938, also 1947, 48, 49 and 50. His home 
club was County Sligo Golf Club at Rosses Point and he was a 
Honorary Member at Royal Portrush, Portmarnock, Grange, 
Killarney, Belvoir Park, Douglas, Ballina, Castlebar and the St 
James Gate Golfing Society. Max McCready another Belfast 
man born in Belfast on the 8th of March 1918. He won the 
Amateur Championship in 1949; the RAF Championship 
1947; the Jamaican Amateur Championship in 1948.  Max 
was a member of the Walker Cup team in 1949 and a reserve 
in 1947. He played for Ireland in 1947, 49 and 50. Max was 
a representative of Tobacco Manufacturing Company.

The Match
The match was played for just the second time in the 

history of the Walker Cup away from the Old Course at 
St Andrews. Birkdale was not yet on the Open rota but most 
of the British players were familiar with it. James Bruen had 
won the Amateur Championship on this course in 1946. The 
American team was considered one of the strongest teams ever 
to play in the Walker Cup. Willie Turnesa was their Captain 
and also a player. For the first time the British team had a true 
non-playing captain in Raymond Oppenheimer. In addition to 
the four Irishmen were John Morgan who made Walker Cup 

history by being  the first Welshman to be selected, Ronnie 
White, who in addition to being probably the finest amateur 
golfer of the time had the added advantage of being a member 
of Birkdale. Ian Caldwell, a dental student and the youngest 
member of the team, aged just 21, was a member of Walton 
Heath;  J D A Langley  who played his golf at Sunningdale; F 
W G Deighton, a Scot who was in the Royal Medical Corps; 
another Scot, A T Kyle a farmer from Hawick, the oldest 
member of the team aged 44. Compared with recent teams 
the average age was high at around thirty-three years.As they 
had done the previous year White and Carr led off in the 
foursomes and secured a very important halved match against 
the strong American pairing of Stranahan and Campbell. 
Ewing and Langley secured a similar result against Coe and 
McHale. Unfortunately Kyle and Caldwell lost to Chapman and 
Knowles by the narrow margin of one hole. Bruen and Morgan 
struggled against Turnesa and Urzetta losing by 5 and 4. Things 
had looked better at lunch when Great Britain was up in three 
matches and all square in the other. Thousands of spectators 
were out on the course hoping for a home win and the result in 
three of the matches were so tight that the result was not known 
until the final green. Part of the reason for Bruen and Morgan 
losing was the fact that Jimmy had damaged his right wrist 
and he said ‘It feels like a balloon and is terribly painful even 
on the shortest putt’.  Sadly Bruen took no further part in the 
match and in fact this was the end of his international career. 
Max McCready took Bruen’s place as number one in the singles 
played the following day. He lost to Sam Urzetta by 5 and 4.  
Carr and White created some excitement when they won the 
next two matches, Carr defeating Stranahan by 2 and 1, and 
White winning against Coe by the same result. Cecil Ewing 
lost heavily to Bill Campbell by 5 and 4, but A T Kyle had a 
great victory over Willie Turnesa winning on the last green 
by two holes. The American Harold Paddock made a fantastic 
recovery to halve his match against Caldwell, after having 
been three down with four to play and then two down with 
two to play. Langley kept his match going to the 36th hole but 
eventually lost by two holes.  In the last match Dick Chapman 
gave John Morgan a ‘dog licence’ despite the fact that his 7/6 
result was over 36 holes.  So in the end it was another defeat 
for Great Britain who had only won the Walker Cup once 
since its inception in 1922. This win came at St Andrews in 
1938 when Cecil Ewing and James Bruen were members of 
the victorious team. Joe Carr was selected on the next seven 
Walker Cup sides culminating in his appointment as captain 
in 1965 when the Great Britain and Ireland side held the 
Americans to a halved match at the Baltimore Country Club.  
Joe was Captain again in 1967 when the match was played 
at Royal St George’s Golf Club at Sandwich. Unfortunately it 
was a return to another defeat by thirteen matches to seven. 
What a fantastic run Joe had over a period of twenty years.

The Irish Players post 1951
Clearly Jimmy Bruen was unable to take part in any more 

international golf. This was such a tragedy for a man with such 

Irish musings 
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potential and just aged 31. He died in 1972. Max McCready 
was now 34 and continued to be a member of the Irish 
team until 1954. At this time he made his first visit to South 
Africa, but after a year his company posted him to Dublin 
where he golfed at Portmarnock. In 1958 Max returned 
to England to work but in less than a year he emigrated to 
South Africa. He was a member of Royal Johannesburg Golf 
Club and won the Club Championship in 1965 and also 
the Club Mixed Foursomes with his new wife Joan. On his 
retirement in 1973 Max moved to live in White River close 
to the Kruger National Park. He played golf at White River 
Golf Club until six months before his death in 1994, aged 76.   
So the future really lay with Cecil and Joe. In fact there is so 
much to say about their future golfing exploits it would fill 
another article, so perhaps that is the best thing to do. Briefly, 
Joe Carr was still just aged 30, and as previously mentioned he 
continued to be an important member of the Walker Cup side. 
The reasons for this are quite clear. He won the Irish Open 
Championship on four occasions in between 1946 and 1956. 
He won the Irish Amateur Close Championship six times 
between 1954 and 1967. In local Provincial titles he won the 
South of Ireland Championship, a stroke play event a mere 
three times but he won the South of Ireland and the West of 

Ireland twelve times each. Interestingly he never travelled to 
Northern Ireland to play in the North of Ireland Championship. 
Joe was the leading Amateur in the Open Championship 
in 1956 and 1958 and was awarded the Association of Golf 
Writer’s Trophy in 1953. He was presented with the Bobby 
Jones Award in 1961 and the Walter Hagen Award in 1967. In 
1965 he captained Ireland to victory in the European Amateur 
Team Championship at Sandwich in the first year that the 
Irish competed in the event. As recognition of his massive 
contribution to the game of golf, not only in Ireland, his ultimate 
honour when he was elected Captain of the R and A in 1991-92. 

Cecil Ewing became a legend at his place of birth at the 
County Sligo Golf Club at Rosses Point. He missed out in the 
1953 match in the United States, but returned two years later 
to claim his sixth Walker Cup cap. At the time this equalled 
the record set by Cyril Tolley. When he won the Irish Amateur 
Close Championship in 1958 he was considered unlucky not to 
be selected again at the age of 48. He continued to play top class 
golf for many years playing for Ireland for the next six years 
until 1958.  Having won the West of Ireland Championship 
ten times before 1951 he failed to win it again, but was runner-
up in 1956 and 1958.When his playing days were drawing to 
an end Cecil devoted much of his time to the administrative 

The British Team of eight with four Irish players 
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1949 until 1969, a Walker Cup selector from 1952 until 1954. 
Having been Captain of County Sligo in 1940 he was asked 
to be Captain again in 1960.  When the Golfing Union of 
Ireland decided to institute an Irish Seniors’ Amateur Open 
Championship in 1970 Cecil presented a perpetual Challenge 
Cup and just to show he had not lost any of his competitive 
spirit he won the inaugural event at Lahinch. In the same 
year, having served on the Connaught Branch for a number 
of years, he became President of the Golfing Union of Ireland. 
Still apparently in his prime in 1970 he died in 1973, aged 63.
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Letter from Oz

the Australian Golf Heritage Society. In 1994 he was awarded 
the Order of Australia Medal (AOM) for services to golf.

Another patron of AGHS is Dan Cullen. Now 99 years old, Dan 
started his professional career in Western Australia. He moved 
to New South Wales after World II and was the professional at St 
Michaels GC for 20 years. Dan served with distinction as a pilot 
in Bomber Command during World War II. On 15 April the 
annual foursomes for the Dan Cullen Trophy was played with 

The annual match for the Al Howard Trophy between teams 
from the Golf Society of Australia (Melbourne based) and the 
Australian Golf Heritage Society (Sydney based) was held on 
19 March. Play was over the course at the Yowani Country Club 
in Canberra, neutral ground as it were. Six singles matches 
were played and AGHS retained the trophy, 19 holes up 
beating 9 holes up. As usual this was a great chance to meet up 
with old friends. At the dinner afterwards AGHS Captain Mal 
Bray, gracious in victory, spoke of the continuing enjoyment 
of this event and the chance it gave for members of the two 
societies to exchange anecdotes and ideas. GSA President 
Geoff Vincent, equally gracious in defeat, replied with similar 
sentiments and suggested the prestigious Kingston Heath GC, 
where he is member, as a possible venue for next year’s match. 
Talking of Al Howard, Al will have his hundredth birthday 
on 8 May this year. Al is something of a legend in Australian 
golf. He is the son of Tom Howard, who won the Australian 
Open in 1923 using only seven clubs in stark contrast to his 
multi-clubbed competitors. Tom did a fair bit of course design 
work, including my own club, The Lakes, in 1928. Al worked 
with his father in the construction of The Lakes, describing 
himself as the gopher who got all the dirty jobs. This rough 
and ready apprenticeship must have served him well when 
he took up golf architecture seriously after World War II. He 
went on to become a most prolific golf architect, working on 
something like 300 courses in a career spanning 50 years. I 
doubt if any other golf architect than Al has taken on a greater 
variety of work, ranging from low-budget basic courses to 
more elaborate high-budget affairs. His masterpiece, built in 
1971, is the Tasmania Golf Club, whose 528 metre 3rd hole 
is surely one of the world’s greatest par fives. Al is a patron 

Flying Officer Dan Cullen DFC  Patron of AGHS, now aged 99.Al Howard in his office

President Geoff Vincent with Trophy winners Martin and Jean
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the hickories over ten holes at the glorious seaside course of Long 
Reef GC. Winners of the major prize were Tony Pickrell and his 
nephew Martin Pickrell with a score of 381/6 stableford points.
On a trip to Melbourne – I live in Sydney – I had the pleasure 
of playing in the annual Hickory Day of the Golf Society of 
Australia. This event was played in perfect autumn weather 
over ten holes of Kingston Heath GC. Their splendid new 
clubhouse and famous golf course are a delight to visit. 
The winner of the men’s trophy was Martin Maguire with 
the outstanding score of 22 stableford points. For the 
women’s trophy the winner was Jean Gilbert with 15 points.
In April three BGCS members, Don Dunne, Norm Richardson 
and myself together with Steve Bonner, met for a drink at the 
Grose Farm Hotel, a pub on a site of historical interest to golfers. 
The first known golf course in Australia was at Grose Farm, with 
documentary evidence going back to 1839. The golf course has 
long since gone and the site is today in built-up urban territory, 
encompassing parts of the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, the 
University of Sydney and Victoria Park. After a drink or two 
at the pub we moved to a nearby excellent Lebanese restaurant 
for a four hour dinner with much golf talk and conviviality.
The documentary evidence referred to above is in the diaries 
of Alexander Brodie Spark, a Scot who migrated to Australia 
in 1823. In Sydney he became a successful merchant and an 
important figure in the affairs of the colony. Although his 
wealth declined in his later years he remained a prominent 
member of colonial society. He died in Sydney in 1856 at the 

age of sixty four. His surviving Sydney diaries cover the period 
1836 to 1856 and extend to more than 600 foolscap pages.
During our convivial dinner I suggested that we should meet 
some days later at the State Library of New South Wales, where 
the original diaries are held in the Mitchell wing. Transcript 
versions of the diaries are familiar to Australian golf historians 
but the idea of viewing the originals was enthusiastically 
received. Arrangements were duly made to have the diaries 
brought up from the vaults of the manuscripts department 
on 29 April. Norm and I were there to view the diaries 
I don’t think anything gives lovers of history more excitement 
and pleasure than viewing original documents. In our case the 
pleasure was heightened by information hitherto unknown 
neither to us nor, I believe, to any other golf historians 
who, I believe, have relied on transcripts. Two entries that 
mention golf in the 1839 diary are reproduced below.
In the 1 June entry the first two sentences are not relevant to 
golf. The remainder of the entry has information new to golf 
historians, to wit the names of the golfers. There is likely to 
be a lot more to be learned about early golf in Sydney by a 
thorough examination of the manuscript version of the 
Alexander Brodie Spark diaries. It may give me eyestrain but 
I rather think that poring over the entire manuscripts will 
be my next project in a joint venture with Norm, who has 
already done a fair bit of research on Alexander Brodie Spark. 
We hope it will lead to publishable material of interest to all 
who would like to know more about early golf in Australia.

Two excerpts from the Alexander Brodie Spark diaries dating from 1839
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Sir Philip Sassoon
At the age of twenty-four Philip Albert Gustave David 

Sassoon succeeded to the title and all the family’s corporate 
interests. Despite his father’s wish that his only son should 
consolidate the family’s business empire, “Sassoon’s ambitions 
were social and political, his bent was for the glitter of the 
house party, not the graft of commerce.”(1)  His taste for the 
high life had been cultivated during his schooldays at Eton and 
flourished at Christ Church Oxford, where, on one occasion, 
he threw a dinner party for friends in his rooms and had a 
seven course banquet sent from a London restaurant, kept hot 
on the train and served promptly at seven o’clock by a bevy 
of college scouts. Although he was born in Paris to a French 
mother, a Rothschild, his commitment to his adopted country 
was absolute.  He served in the First World War as secretary to 
Commander-in-Chief Earl Haig and, pursuing his interest in 

glory Days of Trent Park 1925-1939

Nick Davies uncovers the luxurious lifestyle of  a bygone age 

One seldom encounters the term ‘silver spoon’ 
nowadays but, not so long ago, it was   commonly 
used to describe an individual born into a life of 
luxury and ease; but such was the wealth of Sir 

Philip Sassoon that this phrase had to be specially adapted by 
the family’s biographer Cecil Roth who described him as,“Born 
with a silver spoon in his mouth, overlaid with gold, tipped 
with iridium and studded with oriental pearls”.  Sir Philip 
inherited his fortune on the death of his father, Edward, in 1912 
and despite his father’s desire that he continue in the family 
business,  determined to set about spending it. The family riches 
had been created over many generations, originally starting in 
Baghdad and in the 18th century, transferring to Bombay where, 
under the leadership of David Sassoon and Sons, the company 
developed trading links with China, making vast profits 
dealing in cotton, finance, and - seizing every opportunity- 
opium. Despite the Sassoons’ foreign origins the hankering 
for Britain and all things British became ever more prominent.  
The business headquarters was moved to England where Sir 
Edward Sassoon, the second Baronet of Kensington Gore, 
established himself firmly in London society.  In the process 
he became the M.P. for Hythe and lived in one of the capital’s 
grandest houses, No.25 Park Lane.  Sir Edward, seeking a pied 
a terre in the country, then bought Trent Park, a large estate 
in north London at Enfield. He died of cancer aged fifty-six.

Sir Philip Sassoon in uniform of the RAFTrent Park House from the air, with orangery and heated 
outdoor pool just visible to the left
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politics, succeeded his father as M P for Hythe, a seat he held 
until his death. On the cessation of hostilities Sir Philip was 
free to indulge his “voracious appetite for aesthetic stimuli”.(2)  

He spent time travelling and busied himself in politics and the 
arts. He honed his skills as an accomplished pilot; becoming 
in the process Under-Secretary of State for Air. Developing 
his desire to be more English than the English he built an 
elaborate mansion at Port Lympne in Kent complete with its 
own airfield.  The style of its décor was described by Osbert 
Lancaster as, “Curzon Street Baroque” and Sassoon turned his 
attentions to his other country property. “It is significant of the 
growing vogue of good taste that by the late 1920s, Sassoon 
had swung round completely to the application of English 
reserve.  This was personified at Trent Park”. (3) The catalyst 
for the transformation of Trent Park was his acquisition of the 
freehold to the house in 1923.  This left him free to completely 
remodel the mansion and the gardens, a hobby for which he 
had a particular flair.  He added a heated swimming pool, 
complete with orangery, constructed tennis courts, built an 
airstrip and, for good measure, commissioned Tom Simpson 
to design a nine-hole golf course in the extensive grounds. 
With his reputation as a brilliant host already established 
at Port Lympne, Sassoon determined to up his game. “The 
overriding purpose was to entertain guests in a tasteful setting 
by means of lavish service, sumptuous meals, scintillating 
conversation, luxurious accommodation and a comprehensive 
range of indoor and outdoor pursuits. Such were the 
ingredients of a weekend house party, which Philip Sassoon 
turned into a social institution between the wars, and which 
he cultivated, with the flair of an original artist.  This was the 
purpose for which Trent was completely redesigned between 
1925-1931”(4).  A confirmed bachelor, he enlisted the help of 
his sister, Sybil, Lady Cholmondeley, to act as hostess and 
also asked his cousin, Mrs Hannah Gubbay, to do the same. 

Life and Golf at Trent Park
With all Sir Philip’s plans completed the guests were 

able to enjoy life to the full and many of them were golfers. 
Robert Boothby, a regular weekend guest, describes a typical 

Trent occasion as follows: “After lunch I played a round of 
golf on the private course with the Duke of York, and when 
we got back we found we could either fly over the grounds in 
our host’s private aeroplane, or watch an exhibition of ‘stunt’ 
golf shots by the professional Joe Kirkwood, or just talk to a 
number of fascinating or fascinated guests.  After dinner 
there was a magnificent firework display over the lake.  Then 
Richard Tauber sang to us on the terrace by moonlight.  Then 
we went to bed”.(5) Another example of the Sassoon lifestyle 
appears  in Henry Cotton’s book “This Game of Golf ” which 
contains a fascinating picture that he took at Trent in 1937 of 
an immaculately dressed Walter Hagen.   Hagen, whose sub-
title for his autobiography states - “I never wanted to be a 
millionaire, I just wanted to live like one” - certainly seemed 
to be fulfilling his wish in this shot, where, sitting at an outside 
table in glorious sunshine, he is flanked on either side by 
liveried footmen offering luxurious food on silver platters.  

Fortunately for the historian, the visits of the great and good 
of the era to Trent were recorded by Sir Philip in a series of 
three visitors’ books and three albums of photographs.  These 
are now safely stored in the archives at Houghton Hall, the 
family seat of the Marquess of Cholmondeley (Sybil’s grandson) 
at King’s Lynn in Norfolk. In these fascinating volumes are 
to be found the signatures and images of the cream of high 
society in a unique reflection of the times.  Royal guests are 
in abundance with Queen Mary, her sons Edward, Albert and 
George listed, along with the Duchess of York and her two 
daughters, Elizabeth and Margaret Rose.   Lloyd George is 
there along with Winston Churchill and a guest signing himself 
simply as, aircraftsman T E Shaw - better known as Lawrence 
of Arabia.  The extensive lists of names mirror the grandees of 
the age, from the worlds of politics, the arts, literature, show 
business and sport, with golfers featuring prominently. There 
are some stunning golfing photographs; with  a most fabulous 
shot of the Duke of Windsor seen on a summer’s day, in dappled 
sunlight, and viewed through a framework of trees, in earnest 

Lord Cholmondeley with one of the albums at Houghton Hall This is very like Bobby Jones seen here with an unknown partner 

trent park 
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conversation with a tall man with his back to the camera.  The 
caption in the book reads: “The Duke of Windsor At Hagen”, 
though there can be little doubt that his companion here is 
Walter Hagen, looking resplendent in an expensively tailored 
pair of flannel trousers.  This is a particularly interesting picture 
because it is the Duke who appears to be in awe of Hagen and 
not the other way round. Another gem is of a group assembled 
by Sir Philip in 1930 in which Bobby Jones sits imperiously 
between the Dukes of Windsor and York, looking every inch 
the Grand Slam champion, while his host stands contentedly, 
with arms folded, behind.  The group’s ‘bit players’ are far from 
ordinary in themselves; featuring 1921 Open runner-up Roger 
Wethered, fellow Walker Cup players Harrison Johnston, Don 
Moe, Rex Hartley and a group from the Oxford University team 
of that year, including Charles Sweeny, perhaps best known 
for marrying Margaret Whigham, said to have been the most 
beautiful woman of the era, and famous for later becoming the 
Duchess of Argyle. When the Ryder Cup was to be played in 
Britain Sir Philip would entertain the American team before 
the match and there is an interesting page recording one such 
visit in 1933.  Opposite the autographs of the Americans, on 
the right hand page, is displayed a photograph of The Duke 
of Kent on the tee watched by Sir Philip, (who seems to be 
well aware of the camera’s presence), and U.S. stars Ed’ Dudley 
and Horton Smith.  The Duke’s inscription in the book, under 
his own signature, reads: “Memories of a very pleasant day”.  
Laddie Lucas described being “a fortunate guest” on this day, 
and the travel arrangements laid on for him by Sir Philip.  “He 
sent an aeroplane to pick up John Langley and myself from 
Duxford and fly us down to Radlett on the Sunday that he was 
entertaining the U.S. Ryder Cup team at Trent before they flew 
north to Southport for the match.  John and I were then in the 
Cambridge side and had both been members of the Walker Cup 

side the year before”.(6) In 1937 Laddie was back again to enjoy, 
“an exquisite lunch (no better table was kept in all England 
than the one over which Sir Philip Sassoon used, habitually, to 
preside)”. This was the first visit to our shores for Byron Nelson 
who instantly impressed both Lucas, and his fellow guest that 
day, Raymond Oppenheimer.  “The first hole at Trent, in those 
days, was for most of us, a drive and a short pitch.  Three of us hit 
our drives just short of the green.  Nelson then teed up, close to 
the marker, only a yard or two away from where Raymond and 
I were sitting.  An action and impact of rare and unmistakable 
quality dispatched the ball to the centre of the putting surface, 
only a few imperial feet short of the pin, a full 270 yards away.  

Sir Philip Sassoon and a guest at Trent The Duke of Windsor and Walter Hagen 

The Princesses Margaret and Elizabeth
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There was little run.  Raymond nudged my arm, ‘Mon Dieu’ he 
whispered”. (7)  Apart from the impressive collection of golfing 
pictures, one cannot fail to also be charmed by the atmospheric 
image of the young Queen and Princess Margaret.  We see 
them within the grounds against a stunning floral backdrop, 
complete with Grecian urn, to top off the display to perfection. 
It appears that Sir Philip, although a great host, was not himself 
a great player.  Lucas describes him as “an indifferent and 
impatient golfer”.(8)  Perhaps his impatience was sparked by 
the fact that, when playing on his own, he spared no time in 
playing eighteen holes in ninety minutes, accompanied by two 
caddies.  His inability to play well did not discourage either his 
love of the game or his love of entertaining his friends in the 
grandest possible manner. In 1939 he fell ill and died a month 
later at the age of fifty-one  The house fell quiet and with war 
looming, the ‘glory days’ were over.  Trent Park today is under 
the joint control of Enfield Council and Middlesex University.  

The present eighteen hole Trent Park course, although within 
the grounds of the old estate, bears no relation to Simpson’s 
original, of which, sadly, nothing remains. Boothby, recalling 
in 1978 the great days at Trent wrote, “Nothing like them had 
been seen before and, surely, nothing remotely like them will ever 
be seen again.  It was a combination of luxury, beauty, simplicity 
and informality brilliantly contrived.....today it all seems like the 
dream of another world”.

(9) Fortunately for us, a glimpse of that 
dream is still recorded in the archives of Houghton Hall.

Bobby Jones at the height of his powers sits between the Duke of Windsor (on his right) and the Duke of York at Trent Park in1930. 
Sir Philip Sassoon, with arms folded, stands behind Jones with fellow golfing guests, who are (l-r) Back row Stewart Scheftel, H 
(Buzzy) Scheftel, Raymond Keen, Pat Jackson, Norman Fogg, Alec Marples, Don Moe, Pat Marston, John Adams (Front row) 

Harrison Johnston, Roland Mc Kenzie George Dixon, Roger Wethered, Bobby Baugh, Rex Hartley and Charles Sweeny

Could the golfer be Robert (later Lord Boothby)? 

A very special page from the books...the Duke of York’s 
picture surrounded by the illustrious autographs, including 

Bobby Jones.

trent park 
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Concerning the c.1460 golf reference.

Bob gowland wonders is it a blasphemous, even heretical hypothesis?

advantage to ourselves in our warlike enterprises – and that 
now skill in the use of the bow having fallen almost wholly 
into disrepute, our subjects give themselves up to the throwing 
of stones and of wood and of iron, and some to handball and 
football and hockey (at least that was how it was later translated 
from the Latin, but better should be translated as a game 
using a stick such also as bandy/shinty/hurling. Therefore the 
translation depended on the interest of the translator) and 
others to coursing and cockfights and even to other unseemly 
sports less useful and manly, whereby our realm – which 
God forbid – will soon it would appear be void of archers’
‘We wishing that a fitting remedy be found in this matter, do 
hereby ordain that in all places in your country, liberties or 
no liberties, wheresoever you shall deem fit, a proclamation 
be made to this effect: that every man in the same country if 
he be able bodied shall upon holidays make use in his games 
of bows and arrows.. and so learn and practise archery.
Eighty years later, James II of Scotland was to enact almost 
the same wording in 1457. The Scottish Act of 1457 was 
a refinement of the 1424 Act (that first forbad football in 
favour of practising archery) which was clearly modelled 
on the earlier English legislation. This comes as no surprise 
given that James I had been captured at sea in 1406 and 
eventually released in 1424, during which time he had 
been in honourable captivity in England and had seen the 
English war machine at work when accompanying Henry V 
on his French campaign which ended successfully in 1420. 
He thus realised the effectiveness of the English archers.4
It seems unlikely that commoners in England played football 
and a completely different injurious stick and ball game from 
their neighbours north of the border. The dangerous games 
of football and ‘hockey’ are associated together in Statutes 
of England and Ireland, why not Scotland too?In Galway in 
1527 various games were prohibited. The edict allowed use of 
the great footballe but went on :- also at no time to use nor 
ocupye the horling of litill balle with hockey sticks. According 
to the Oxford Dictionary this is the first use of the word 
hockey (from Old French hoquet a shepherds staff or crook) 
rather than as a later translation from the original Latin.

We are familiar with the illuminated heading of a page of the 
Life of St Cuthbert produced in Durham c 1140 (fig 2) showing 
various games the young St Cuthbert enjoyed, including 

We are surely agreed that golf as originally 
played over links1, is, and was, Scottish 
however and from wherever it originally 
evolved. The translation in c.1460 by 

Gilbert Hay of French words for a stick and ball game2 as 
mentioned in my article in the last edition of Through the 
Green, suggests that Hays golf of c.1460 was a form of soule 
a la crosse. Soule a la Crosse (fig 1), was a confrontational 
team game that the Scots logically knew from trading with 
the Low Countries which they had done since the late 11th 
century3  and presumably had developed into their own form 
recognised by Hay. This may well have been an early form of 
what in England was called bandy - a type of early hockey that 
developed in Scotland into shinty and in Ireland into hurling.
I have always been sceptical that the golf mentioned in the 
Act of 1457 was our favourite stick and ball game. In this Act 
golf was directly associated with football, which at the time 
was a violent mob game (later the Scottish stramash) in which 
serious injuries occurred. In 1314 Nicholas de Farndone on 
behalf of Edward II had introduced an Act that forbad hustling 
with large balls in the city as it caused ‘too much interruption to 
the orderly life of the worthy citizens of London’. Football was 
clearly dangerous as Sir Thomas Elyot in 1531 talks of football 
being nothing but beastly fury and extra violence. Stubbs in 
1583 in his strangely titled book Anatomie of Abuses wrote 
that ‘football causes fighting, brawling, contention, quarrel 
kicking, (presumably off  the ball Ed.!) murder, homicide 
and great efflusion of blood as daily experience teacheth.
It may be the King was simply worried that the populace 
were enjoying their free time and not practising archery. 
However, associated with football a clearly dangerous game 
then, golf of those days as in the 1457 Act, may very well 
have been a dangerous/injurious game also – probably the 
Scottish version of soule a la crosse. The King thus may have 
wanted his subjects, if they were to suffer injury, to suffer 
such injury only on the battlefield of his choosing, not on the 
local village green on a day off. Edward III in 1363, possibly 
remembering the English success at Crecy, proclaimed: 
Greeting:  Whereas the people of our realm, rich and poor 
alike, were accustomed formerly in their games to practise 
archery – whence by Gods good help it is well known that 
high honour and profit came to our realm , and to no small 

an early golf reference
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the use of a bent stick. We are even more familiar with the 
famous ‘golfer’ in the Crecy window of Gloucester Cathedral 
c.1350 swinging a stout bent stick (fig 3). The former bent 
stick is much like that used in the Egyptian game illustrated 
(fig 4) and also the Greek frieze (fig 5). This must logically 
have been a game where the ball was pulled or hooked with 
a crook (crosse/crozier) to the target/goal rather than hit. The 
Gloucester ‘golfer’ however with his very stout ‘club’ is thought 
by many to represent bandy, a contemporary hockey like game, 
still played in Scandinavia in winter on a football pitch in the 
snow – where the ball is hit with a ‘hockey’ stick. However 
the illuminated page foot (fig 1) shows both weapons being 
used. This game, depicted in Gloucester Cathedral, probably 
bandy, may possibly have been called golf in Scotland but was 
the well documented game of soule a la crosse in Northern 
Europe - an early form of the game that in Britain surely 
developed in Scotland into Shinty and in Ireland into Hurling 
- both fairly violent confrontational team ‘hockey like’ games 
today, hitting a ball to a goal, with a curved stick. Gilbert 
Hay2 thought that the French stick and ball game was like 
golf. Was this game illustrated (fig.1) the golf of the 1457 Act? 

Heiner Gillmeister, late Professor of English, American and 
Celtic studies at the University of Bonn in his authoritative paper 
Golf on the Rhine2 tells us of an edict of 1360 in Brussels where 
citizens indulging in soule a la crosse – this form of ‘hockey’ 
using colvens (short form kolve) - were threatened with a fine 
of twenty schillings. Kolve comes from Middle Dutch kolf or 
kolbe - a shepherd’s crook, the French variant being crosse 
(crozier or crook). Clearly it must have been a dangerous 
team game if they were brandishing lead/pewter headed clubs.
Somewhere in the very early 16th century the game of soule a la 
crosse was refined from a team game to a goal, into a ‘singular’ 
game soule (chole that is still played today)5,  to a target – a post 
in the ground - with the player using one or more clubs (fig 6). 
Had the same happened to ‘confrontational’ golf as probably 
played in Scotland in the mid 15th century mentioned by Hay 
and possibly in the Act of 1457? Did the Scots improve their 
soule team game variant into a form of recognisable solitary golf?

The earliest visual evidence of Scottish golf clubs is to be 
found not in Scotland but in the Low Countries from the 
early 17th century. Some Dutch colfers clearly used Scottish 
wooden clubs as Hendrik Avercamp shows in several well 
known paintings. The poem of 1657 by J Six van Chandelier 
talks of his ash weighted with lead (golf club) or his Scottish 
cleek (Schotse klik) of boxwood, three fingers wide and 
one thick with lead in it (the same dimensions as the Adam 
Wood/Troon woods). There seems therefore to have been 
some Scottish influence on the playing of colf in 17th century 
Holland.  Was using Scottish golf clubs for colf a comparatively 
recent fashion in the 17th century Low Countries? 
We have no visual or archaeological evidence for golf 
‘proper’ in Britain till the 17th century. We have however 
many mentions of the word ‘golf ’ before then, but the very 
earliest ‘golf ’ could just as likely have been a confrontational 
game – a Scottish form of the continental team game of 
soule a la crosse/chole (French/Dutch) - as it seems to have 
been in its earliest form, according to Hay’s translation. 

Fig 3 Detail from the ‘Crecy’ window, Gloucester Cathedral. 
C.1350.

Fig 2 Detail from The life of St Cuthbert. Durham c. 1120. 
University College Oxford 

Fig 1 Marginal illustration from Speculum Doctrinale c1250 
Stedelijke Openbare Bibliotek Bruge Belgium showing Soule a 

la Crosse
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Some golf historians insist that the numbers of balls being 
imported (often from Dutch towns such as Goirle) meant 
that they were for golf ‘proper’. They are not described as 
golf balls in the extant documents, just referred to as balls. 
They could and were used on the  Continent for other games 
as well as colf, namely caets (Dutch handball) hand tennis 
(jeu de Paume in France, with or without a racket), or in 
Scotland catchpull, where many balls were used and which 
wore out fast, as today, being struck with a racket against 
abrasive surfaced walls and floors,. Many may have been 
for use in the Scottish commoners handball game of Caich.
Some historians conclude that the cost of clubs and balls 
for James IV detailed in the Royal Accounts in 1502 and 
1503 and later, means that they must have been for golf 
as we know it. Perhaps by then golf would have been 
recognisable as an early form of the Scottish National Game.
Did golf ‘proper’ then develop in the very late 15th century?
By the 16th century Sir Robert Maule in 1527 ‘exercisit at the 
gowf and often past to Barry lynkes’ (Carnoustie).6 Was his 
gowf a solitary or team game? By the 17th century, in 1625,
soldiers in Aberdeen exercised ‘in the pricipall 
pairt of the linkes betwixt the first hole and
 the Queens hole’ 7. For these holes to be well 
known golf as we know it must have arrived
some time before. The Earl of Montrose in 
1628 paid for a boy to carry his golf clubs. He
therefore was not playing a confrontational team 
game, but a ‘solitary’ game. In the mid 17th
 century (between 1620 and 1663) a record in a notebook 
formerly in the possession of H.S.C. Everard mentions 
Bonker clubis, a irone club and two play clubs is of my 
awin8. 1686 saw Sir John Foulis of Ravelston mentioning 
‘play club’ and a ‘lead scraper’(surely not a colf club!). 
1691 saw Alexander Munro sending his friend John 
MacKenzie  ‘ane sett of Golfe-Clubs consisting of three, 
viz. an play club, ane scraper and ane tin faced club.
We shall never know whether the early form 
of golf, as in the 1457 Act, referred to by Hay
three years later, was a violent team game 
similar to early crosse/colf rather than the more

sedentary ‘solitary’ game that we enjoy today, but it is most 
certainly possible.
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Fig 6 From a Burgundian Book of Hours c1475 for the Month of 
February, showing soule (chole). 

Fig 7 Golf on ice near Haarlem Hendrik Avercamp c1625 
Teylers Museum Haarlem
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PreSIDenT’S DAY  AT roYAL LIVerPooL goLF CLuB

Stewart Gibbs gets a good drive away at 
the 1st hole

Captain David Kirkwood with a great 
weight transfer

David Hamilton, Richard Atherton,  David Kirkwood, 
Matthias Habisohn and Don Wilson III

Clive Mitchell, Stewart Gibbs, Chris Walker

The President Philip Truett makes a fine 
approach

A good ‘late hit’ A natty Tony Norcott
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Chris Walker  enjoyed holing this putt! John Hawkins escapes a deep bunker A great full swing by Carolyn Kirk

Clive Mitchell hits out of the rough Bill Druce testing the pace Great hand action by Bob Grant

RLGC photos 
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  evidence of golf in gibraltar

Neil Millar, William Gibson and David Hamilton 
uncover evidence of golf being played in Gibraltar in 1773

There are very few documented examples of the 
Scottish game of golf being played outside Scotland 
until the nineteenth century. In places where 
golf had become established outside Scotland 

at an earlier date, this was due largely to the enthusiasm of 
expatriate Scots.1 Here, we present evidence that golf was 
being played in Gibraltar as early as 1773 and speculate 
about the possible involvement of Scottish army officers. 
Gibraltar, located on the southern tip of the Iberian Peninsula, 
is an area of less than three square miles and is dominated by the 
imposing ‘Rock of Gibraltar’. Its position, at the entrance to the 
Mediterranean, has meant that it has long been seen as having 
great military significance. Gibraltar was captured from Spain 
by Anglo-Dutch forces in 1704, during the War of the Spanish 
Succession, and was ceded to Britain in 1713, under the Treaty 
of Utrecht. However, Spain immediately regretted the terms 
of the treaty. A Spanish attack on Gibraltar was repulsed in 
1727 and a prolonged but unsuccessful siege of the British 
garrison began in 1779. Today, Gibraltar remains a British 
Overseas Territory and still retains a British military presence. 

Richard Twiss, a gentleman traveller
Richard Twiss, a wealthy gentleman traveller, published a 

volume of diaries in 1775 entitled Travels Through Portugal 

and Spain.2 It was a self-published work describing his journey 
through the Iberian Peninsula over a period of about ten 
months. A reviewer wrote in 1775 that Twiss ‘appears to be one 
of the few gentlemen of fortune, who, scorning the frivolous 
dissipation of the age, prefer the visiting [of] foreign countries 
to the unmanly amusements which at present so greatly prevail 
within the circle of fashionable life’.3 A short literary biography 
of Richard Twiss, published in 1798, described his writing style, 
somewhat dismissively, with the comment ‘though not deficient 
in ingenuity and good sense, Mr. Twiss belongs to the class of 
petits maitres in literature’.4 Whatever the literary merit of Twiss’ 
Travels through Portugal and Spain, his diary provides one of 
the earliest reports of golf being played in continental Europe. 
Between 23nd June and 5th July 1773, Richard Twiss 
visited Gibraltar. He commented that ‘the town consists 
chiefly of one street, which is tolerably broad and well 
paved’ and that ‘here are taverns, coffee-houses, billiard-
tables, shops, etc. as in England’. He also remarks that ‘all 
the inns here are kept by British subjects’. After dining with 
Major-General Robert Boyd (the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Gibraltar) and Admiral Sir Peter Denis, Twiss writes: 

The town has three gates; out of one of them I observed some officers 
playing golf on the sands, in the same manner as I had seen that 
game played on the Links, (a heath near Edinburgh,) Leith, &c.

This is one of the earliest known references to golf being played 
in continental Europe. The golfers would have been identifiable 
as military officers by their regimental uniforms. This is 
supported by Twiss’ comment that ‘the discipline observed here 
is very strict, and the officers always appear in their regimentals’. 
This was just a few years prior to the Great Siege of Gibraltar 

A map of Gibraltar (c1760) by Tobias Lotter showing the flat 
area to the north of Gibraltar where golf is thought to have 
been played (on the left of the map) This area is marked as 
‘Dunes’. Image courtesy of Institut Cartografic de Catalunya. 

A French map showing the location of Gibraltar in 
relation to the Mediterranean Sea and to the coasts 
of Spain and North Africa (the Barbary Coast) Image 
by courtesy of Institut of Cartografic de Catalunya.
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(1779-1783) but it was a period of relative calm for the region. 
A history of one of the regiments that was stationed in Gibraltar 
from 1768 until 1775 (the 1st, or Royal, Regiment of Foot) 
states that ‘nothing worthy of record seems to have occurred 
during the years of 1772, 1773 and 1774’.5 So, with little to keep 
them occupied, it is not unreasonable to think that some of 
the officers might have taken to playing sports such as golf.
Gibraltar is dominated by ‘The Rock’ and most of its terrain is 
completely unsuitable for golf. However, the Rock of Gibraltar 
is separated from the Spanish mainland by a relatively flat sandy 
isthmus and it is this area, which lies beyond the town’s gates, 
that is likely to be site where Twiss observed golf being played. 
Today this flat area is the site of Gibraltar’s airport and of the 
road that links Gibraltar to the Spanish border town of La Línea. 
Twiss’ incidental remark about ‘officers playing golf on the sands’ 
raises an interesting challenge – whether it might be possible to 
identify the names of army officers who may have been playing 
golf in 1773. Twiss mentions that there were seven British 
regiments stationed in Gibraltar in 1773 and, by reference to the 
annual British ‘Army List’,6 these can be identified as being the 
1st (Royal), 2nd (Queen’s Royal), 12th, 39th, 56th, 58th and 69th 
Regiments of Foot.7 The Army List also identifies the serving 
officers from these regiments by their name and rank. All told, 
there were about 230 army officers from these seven British 
Regiments of Foot that were garrisoned in Gibraltar in 1773.8 

Written records survive for some of the few golf societies 
from this period and these records provide a useful source 
of historical information. These were societies for gentlemen 

golfers, a number of whom were, or had been, army officers. By 
cross referencing the names of army officers known to have been 
stationed in Gibraltar, with membership lists of golf societies from 
this period, it is possible to speculate about the identity of those 
officers who were playing golf in Gibraltar when Twiss visited. 
We have identified six officers stationed in Gibraltar 
in 1773 that have links to Scottish golf societies: 

James Anstruther
One of the officers identified in the Army List as being 

stationed in Gibraltar in 1773 is Captain James Anstruther of 
the 58th Regiment of Foot. On 27th October 1775, ‘Capt James 
Anstruther’ is recorded as having attended a meeting of the St 
Andrews Society of Golfers (subsequently The Royal & Ancient 
Golf Club of St Andrews).9 It seems highly likely that this was 
Captain James Anstruther of the 58th Regiment of Foot. He is 
the only ‘Captain James Anstruther’ that is recorded in the Army 
List of 1775. Furthermore, the 1776 Annual Register records 
that Captain James Anstruther ‘of the 58th Regiment of Foot’ 
died on 22 December and states that he was from ‘Inergelly, 
in Fifeshire, Scotland’.10 Similarly, the St Andrews Register of 
Testaments records that James Anstruther, who was the ‘late 
Captain in the 58th Regiment of Foot’ was from ‘Innergellie 
in the parish of Kilrenny’.11 Kilrenny is a mile or so north of 
the town of Anstruther on the East Neuk of Fife and is about 9 
miles southeast of St Andrews. This provides strong evidence 
that Captain James Anstruther of the 58th Regiment of Foot 
was a golfer and, consequently, it is possible that he was one of 
the officers that Richard Twiss observed playing golf in 1773. 

James Horsburgh
The earliest surviving minutes of the Musselburgh Company 

of Golfers (subsequently the Royal Musselburgh Golf Club) 
date from 1784. The first entry in the book records the re-
election of 26 members, one of whom was ‘Capt. Horsburgh’.12 
The Army Lists from this period indicate that the only officer 
in the British army with the surname Horsburgh was Captain 
James Horsburgh of the 39th Regiment of Foot, a regiment that 
was based in Gibraltar in 1773. This suggests that, like James 
Anstruther, James Horsburgh was also a Scottish military golfer 
stationed in Gibraltar in 1773. Interestingly, Captain Horsburgh 
resigned from the Musselburgh Company of Golfers in 1787, 
after a rather acrimonious dispute. It appears that Horsburgh 
had refused to pay his annual subscription and the minutes 

A French map of Gibraltar (c 1750) showing a flat area to the 
north of Gibraltar where golf is thought to have been played. This 
area is marked as ‘sand dunes’ (Dunes de sable). Beyond the dunes 
are the Spanish fortiications (Retranchements des Espagnols).

North View of Gibraltar from the Spanish Lines by John 
Mace (1762). The painting shows a group of soldiers on 
the flat sandy area to the north of the Rock of Gibraltar

gOlf in gibraltar
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record that his ‘demission’ (resignation) ‘was not disagreeable 
to any member’. Indeed, in an attempt to recover the moneys 
that he owed, the members of the Company of Golfers 
‘unanimously resolved to raise a prosecution against him’.13 

Hamilton Maxwell
In 1773 Hamilton Maxwell was an Ensign in the 

58th Regiment of Foot and there is evidence that he was 
subsequently elected as a member of the Society of Golfers 
of both Leith and St Andrews. The minutes of the Gentlemen 
Golfers of Leith record that on 10th April 1779 ‘Major Maxwell 
of the 73rd Regiment was proposed by Sir William Maxwell’. 
Although Hamilton Maxwell had the rank of Ensign in 1773, 
the Army Lists reveal that in 1778 he transferred to the 73rd 
(Highland) Regiment of Foot and was promoted to the rank of 
Major. A few years after ‘Major Maxwell’ had been elected as a 
member of the Society of Golfers at Leith, a ‘Colonel Maxwell’ 
was elected as a member of the St Andrews Society of Golfers 
(on 8th November 1783). Once again, this is consistent with 
the Army Lists that reveal that Hamilton Maxwell obtained 
the brevet rank of Lieutenant-Colonel in the Army in 
1783.14 It would appear that Hamilton Maxwell was another 
of the officers in Gibraltar in 1773 with an interest in golf. 

Alexander Monypenny 
Amongst the highest-ranking officers in Gibraltar in 

1773 was Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander Monypenny (or 
Moneypenny)15 of the 56th Regiment of Foot. Lieutenant-
Colonel Monypenny was a Scotsman from Pitmilly, an estate 
located in Kingsbarns, about 5 miles southeast of St Andrews.16 
On 3rd September 1767 an ‘Alexander Moneypenny’ was 
elected as a member of the St Andrews Society of Golfers 
and the following month ‘Al. Monypenny’ is recorded as 
having competed for the Society’s Silver Club competition. 
Because Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander Monypenny of the 
56 Regiment is known to have been a resident at Pitmilly, it 
seems likely that this was the same person that was elected to 
membership of the Society of Golfers in 1767 and, therefore, 
another possible military golfer stationed in Gibraltar in 1773.  

Philip Skene
Lieutenant-Colonel Moneypenny’s opposite number 

from the 69th Regiment of Foot was Lieutenant-Colonel 
Philip Skene. Like Moneypenny, Skene was a Scotsman who, 
according to regimental records, was promoted to Major-
General in 1782.17 Philip Skene was from a golfing family, 
being the second of three sons of David Skene of Pitlour, an 
estate in Fife, some 20 miles west of St Andrews. The eldest 
of the three sons, Robert Skene (of the 48th Regiment of 
Foot) attained the rank of Lieutenant-General in the army, 
whereas David Skene, the youngest son, was a Captain in 28th 
Regiment of Foot. On 5th July 1783, a ‘Captain David Skeene’ 
[sic] was elected as a member of the Society of Golfers of St 
Andrews. Despite the spelling of the surname in the hand-
written minutes, this was almost certainly the youngest of 

the three Skene brothers. A year later, on 9th April 1784, a 
‘General Skeene’ was also elected to membership of the society. 
Unfortunately, the General’s first name is not recorded in the 
society’s minutes but it seems reasonable to assume that Philip 
Skene was either himself a member of the St Andrews Society 
of Golfers, or that both of his two brothers (David and Robert) 
were members. At the very least, this would suggest that 
Philip Skene was from a prominent Scottish golfing family. 
Records show that in 1787 General Philip Skene bought the 
estate of Falkland in Fife, located very close to the Skene family 
estate of Pitlour, and about 20 miles west of St Andrews.18 

John Whyte
One further officer that was stationed in Gibraltar in 

1773 and had a link to a Scottish golf society is Captain John 
Whyte of the 56th Regiment of Foot. In 1782 Captain Whyte 
transferred to the 6th Regiment of Foot and was promoted 
to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. An entry in the minutes 
of the Gentlemen Golfers of Leith indicates that  ‘Lieut Col. 
John Whyte of the Sixth Regiment of Foot’ was proposed 
for membership on 14th April 1787. The minutes also 
record that he was ‘balloted for and admitted’ as a member 
of the Society at a meeting that was held the following week.
We have identified six officers of various ranks (an Ensign, three 
Captains and two Lieutenant-Colonels) that were stationed in 
Gibraltar in 1773, all of whom would appear to have links to early 
Scottish golf societies.19 We are unlikely to ever know whether 
any of them were among the officers that Richard Twiss observed 
playing golf but it’s tempting to think that they may have been.

One hundred years later...
This evidence of golf having been played in Gibraltar 

in 1773 is certainly one of the very earliest documented 
examples of golf being played at an identifiable location 
outside Great Britain and Ireland. Previously, one of the 
earliest examples identified by golf historians of golf having 
been exported from Britain to continental Europe is a brief 
mention of golf in Gibraltar in 1877.20 The following report 
appeared in an issue of The Field, dated 3rd February 1877:

GOLF AT GIBRALTAR
SIR, —I send you a short account of an attempt to institute golf at Gibraltar by a 
few who thoroughly appreciate its charms. The North Front is very well suited 
to form a links. A course of seven holes is at present laid out, salmon tins being 
used to keep the holes in shape, and the putting greens are decorated with 
the usual red flag. A keenly-contested foursome was played on the 23rd ult. 
between Capts. Cleland and Rogers, of the 102nd Royal Madras Fusiliers, and 
the Lieuts. Lindsay and Blennerhasset, of H.M.S. Shah. The first round was 
halved; the second the Shahs were one up and one to play, commonly called 
dormie, when the game had to be stopped and a run made for the gate, which 
is closed shortly after gun-fire, when no one is allowed in or out of the Rock.

This report from 1877 is interesting because it confirms 
that golf was played outside the gates of Gibraltar, just as 
Richard Twiss observed one hundred years earlier in 1773. 
It also confirms that golf was being played to the north of 
the Rock (on the ‘North Front’), the flat area of land that 
we have assumed is where golf was being played in 1773. 



 |  33

In summary
In summary, Richard Twiss’ description of golf in Gibraltar 

in 1773 is one of the very earliest documented examples 
of the game of golf being exported from Britain. It would 
also appear to provide further evidence supporting the 
important role that was played by Scottish expatriates in 
promoting the early spread of what is now a worldwide game. 

Acknowledgements
We are extremely grateful for the assistance that we have 

been given in obtaining access to the minute books of early golf 
societies and in the identification of military golfers. In particular, 
we would like to thank Bobby Burnet, Olive Geddes, Douglas 
Hewat, Angela Howe, Peter Lewis and Richard Williams.
Footnotes
_________________________________________________
1 For a detailed review of the emergence of golf in England in the 
19th century, see Social Links: the Golf Boom in Victorian England 
(2010) by Donald Cameron. The influence of Scots in the early 
history of golf at Blackheath in England is also discussed in Four 
Hundred Years of the Blackheath Goffer (2009) by Neil Scaife. 

2 Travels through Portugal and Spain in 1772 and 1773 by Richard 
Twiss Esq. FRS, London (1775).

3 The Critical Review or Annals of Literature by a Society of 
Gentlemen, Volume 39 (1775).

4 Literary Memoirs of Living Authors of Great Britain, Volume 2 
(1798). The term petits maitres is used to describe a minor literary 
figure (literally, a small master). 

5The Regimental Records of The Royal Scots (The First or The Royal 
Regiment of Foot) by J.C. Leask and H.M. McCance, Dublin (1915).

6 A List of the General and Field-Officers as they Rank in the Army, 
London (1773).

7 Only the 1st Battalion of the 1st Regiment of Foot was based in 
Gibraltar in 1773 (the 2nd Battalion was stationed in Menorca at this 
time). In addition to seven Regiments of Foot, officers of the Royal 
Regiment of Artillery, 2nd Battalion and of The Corps of Engineers 
were also stationed in Gibraltar in 1773. In 1772, Lieutenant-Colonel 
William Green, the Chief Engineer in Gibraltar, established The 
Soldier-Artificer Company (subsequently, the Royal Engineers). The 
soldier artificers replaced an unruly collection of civilian workers 
that were engaged in Gibraltar and, not being subject to military 
discipline, have been described as being ‘indolent and disorderly’ 
- see History of the Royal Sappers and Miners, Volume 1, by T.W.J. 
Connolly, London (1857). The soldier artificers were responsible for 
building fortifications in Gibraltar such as King’s Bastion.

8 Two of the regiments that arrived in Gibraltar in 1768 (the 1st 
Battalion of the 1st Regiment of Foot and 69th Regiment of Foot) 
were previously stationed in Ireland, as were several other British 
regiments. It is possible that officers from these regiments were 
associated with the early history of golf in Ireland, a topic that has 
been discussed by William H. Gibson in previous issues of Through 
the Green (September 2012, pp. 21-23 and December 2012, pp. 32-
36). 

9 The second minute book (1766-1800) of the St Andrews Society 
of Golfers (subsequently The Royal & Ancient Golf Club of St 
Andrews) records that Capt James Anstruther was one of eleven 
people that attended a meeting of the Society on 27th October 1775.

10 The Annual Register or a View of the History, Politics, and 
Literature, for the Year 1776. Fourth edition, London (1788).

11 The Commissariot Record of St Andrews Register of Testaments 
1549-1800. Edited by Francis J Grant, The Scottish Record Society, 
Edinburgh (1902).

12 This page of the minute book is reproduced in A History of Royal 
Musselburgh Golf Club 1774-1999 by R. Ironside and H. Douglas 
(1999).

13 As is discussed in A History of Royal Musselburgh Golf Club 1774-
1999 by R. Ironside and H. Douglas (1999), Captain Horsburgh was 
summoned to appear at court in Dalkeith but there is no record in 
the minutes of the outcome of the summons.

14 A brevet conferred upon a commissioned officer a higher rank in 
the army than his official rank in the regiment.

15 The surname Monypenny/Moneypenny is spelt inconsistently 
in historical documents. It is usually spelt ‘Moneypenny’ in the 
Army Lists and is spelt this way in the 1766 entry in the St Andrews 
minutes. A hand-written entry book, recording his service in the 
British Army from 1759-1761, is preserved in the British Library 
(Add MS 83699). The document is written in more than one hand, 
one of which is assumed to be that of Monypenny (see the British 
Library catalogue entry), together with several ‘clerical hands’. His 
surname is spelt consistently in this document as Monypenny (with 
one exception, were it is spelt Monepenny). 

16 The Gentleman’s Magazine and Historical Chronicle Volume 71, 
Part 2 (1801) records that ‘Lieut.-col. Alexander Moneypenny, of 
Pitmilly, in Scotland’ died on 22 December 1801. The Biographical 
Dictionary of Eminent Men of Fife by M.F. Connolly (1866) refers to 
‘Alexander Monypenny of Pitmilly, Lieutenant-Colonel of the 56th 
Regiment, who married, in November 1767’ and continues ‘He died 
in December 1801’. 

17 Not to be confused with Philip Skene of the 27th and, 
subsequently, the 10th Regiments of Foot. 

18 The estate at Falkland was bought by General Philip Skene from 
the Duke of Atholl for £16,000. See, Decisions of the Court of 
Session 1781-1822, collected by David Hume, Edinburgh, 1839 and 
Cases Decided in the House of Lords on Appeal from the Courts 
of Scotland 1825, Volume 1, reported by James Wilson and Patrick 
Shaw, Edinburg (1829).

19 Another high-ranking officer stationed in Gibraltar in 1773 
is Lieutenant-Colonel James Dalrymple of the 1st Battalion, 1st 
Regiment of Foot (later the Royal Scots). The name Dalrymple 
has a strong association with early Scottish golf societies, both at 
St Andrews and at Leith. A ‘Dalrymple’ is mentioned in the 1743 
poem The Goff and two Dalrymples (Hew and David) were founder 
members of the Gentlemen Golfers of Leith in 1744. Additionally, 
no less than eight Dalrymples were elected as members of the St 
Andrews Society of Golfers in the forty years after its founding in 
1754. Records show that James Dalrymple won the prestigious Silver 
Club competition at St Andrews in 1788, thereby becoming captain 
of the St Andrews Society of Golfers. The same James Dalrymple 
also became captain of the Gentlemen Golfers of Leith in 1791. 
However, this does not appear to have been our ‘Lieutenant-Colonel 
James Dalrymple’ from Gibraltar. Rather, it was his namesake from 
the 43rd Regiment of Foot (a regiment that was not in stationed 
in Gibraltar in 1773). Intriguingly, records show that Lieutenant-
Colonel James Dalrymple of the 1st Regiment was born and also 
buried in Inveresk, Midlothian, just a stone’s throw from one 
of Scotland’s oldest golf links at Musselburgh. Growing up in 
Musselburgh would have certainly exposed James Dalrymple to golf 
from an early age but there is no evidence to indicate that he was a 
golfer. 

20 See, for example Early Irish Golf (1988) by William H Gibson.
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On Thursday the 24th of May 1827, the 
Caledonian Mercury published an eight-line 
account of the 1827 Honourable Company  
competition for the Gold Medal, which read:

The Gold Medal, given by the Honourable Edinburgh Company 
of Golfers, was played for over Leith Links last Saturday, when a 
contest took place for it totally unprecedented in the annals of golfing.  
Four of the competitors holed the Links in the same number of 
strokes, and two of these subsequently came in equal a second time. 
 A third trial therefore became necessary, and the prize was at 
last won by Samuel Messieux, Esq. of the City of St. Andrews.”  

The dramatic adjective is justified for, as far as can 
be ascertained, this was the first ‘four-way play-off ’ for 
the Honourable Company’s Gold Medal.  The details of 
the events leading up to the competition reveal some 
fascinating insights into the relationships between the 
members of the Honourable Company of Edinburgh 
Golfers and the Society of St Andrews Golfers in the 1820s 
and then there is the question of who won the Gold Medal.

Another look at Samuel Messieux
by Peter Lewis and Bobby Burt

Totally unprecedented in the 
Annals of golfing

The Mystery of McGrieux 
There is no doubt that the winner of the Gold Medal was 

Samuel Messieux.  The Caledonian Mercury reported that he 
won and the medal itself is engraved with Messieux’s name.  
John Kerr in The Golf-Book of East Lothian, published in 1896 
listed the winner as ‘Saml. Messieux’.1 C.B. Clapcott, writing in 
1939 listed the winner as ‘Sam Messieux’.2  However, two of the 
histories of the Honourable Company indicate confusion over 
the name of the winner.  George Pottinger in Muirfield and 
the Honourable Company, published in 1972 listed the winner 
in a rather curious fashion.  It is given as ‘McGrieux (Samuel 
Messieux)’.3  Norman Mair in his book Muirfield: Home of 
the Honourable Company (1744-1994) followed Pottinger 
and again the entry in the roll of honour for the winners 
of the Gold Medal reads ‘McGrieux (Samuel Messieux).4  
Neither Pottinger nor Mair gave any explanation for the 
appearance of ‘McGrieux’ as an alternative name for Messieux. 

However, an explanation was given by Percy Huggins 
somewhat earlier in 1954.  In an article about the history of 
the Honourable Company which first appeared in the Scottish 
Field and was reproduced in the programme for the 1954 
Amateur Championship held at Muirfield, he stated that:

‘There is one hitherto-unpublished anecdote which I feel 
deserves to be told.  For over 120 years the records of the 
Honourable Company showed that the Silver Club was 
won in 1827 at Leith by a player with the curious name of 
McGrieux’.  

He went on to say that the secretary of the Honourable 
Company, Lt.-Col. B. Evans-Lombe, had delved into the 
records and concluded that the winner was Messieux.  
Huggins said that:

 ‘The members of the Honourable Company were aghast.  
It was unthinkable, for them, that they could admit a 
Frenchman had won the prized trophy only 12 years after 
the battle of Waterloo.  So they made Messieux a “Scot” and 
gave him the name of ‘McGrieux in the records.’

He offered no support for his contention and 
compounded the confusion by stating that McGrieux 
won the Silver Club competition, when in fact it was the 
Gold Medal which he won. He also stated that Messieux 
was French, when in fact he came from Switzerland.5 

The reverse side of the Honourable Company ‘s Gold Medal 
featuring Messieux’s name
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After the Battle of Waterloo in 1815, several thousand French 
prisoners of war were transported to captivity in Scotland 
to be held in Edinburgh Castle, but rapid overcrowding 
led to an outflow into the surrounding villages where the 
prisoners adapted to the life of the rural poor and some to 
the Scottish climate. 6  The more enterprising interacted with 
the locals, teaching French cooking and construction skills, 
and finding work in the City and at Leith, and over the years 
they became accepted and an integral part of the population.  
There was even a house for the French Ambassador a short 
distance from Leith, in Musselburgh.7  Although this makes 
the unsupported explanation by Huggins seem fanciful, 
David Hamilton in Golf: Scotland’s Game offered a scintilla 
of support by stating that around this time fear of a French 
invasion and street demonstrations, made the authorities 
sufficiently nervous that public gatherings were curtailed.8  
   It could be argued that this is a plausible explanation for 
the creation of ‘McGrieux’.  Furthermore in Scotland it is still 
possible to change one’s name, add a name or use different 
names, without any encumbrance such as the English ‘Deed 
Poll’ requirement, and this privilege has been used in recent 
times by the father of a recent British Prime Minister.9  
Thus, there was nothing untoward in changing a name.  The 
individual was free to call himself Messieux or McGrieux as he 
wished.  The counter argument would be that Messieux himself 
was easily recognized at Leith Links and his Swiss nationality 
was well known, so how could the subterfuge have succeeded? 

The Write Answer
   This is all getting a bit confusing.  In 1954, Huggins 
maintained that the mystery of ‘McGrieux’ had persisted for 
120 years and was only solved in 1950.  Kerr and Clapcott did 
not seem to be aware of this so-called mystery when writing in 
the 1896 and 1939. They simply listed Messieux as the winner 
and gave no hint or indication that there was a debate about 
the name.  Why then did both Pottinger and Mair persist in 
listing ‘McGrieux’ in 1972 and 1994? How could a mystery 
allegedly solved in 1950 still persist into the 1990s?  Why did 
Pottinger and Mair feel obligated to show both ‘McGrieux’ 
and ‘Messieux’ as the winner in 1827?  Where had ‘McGrieux’ 
come from? An examination of the actual minutes for 1827 
sheds light on both the origin and spuriousness of ‘McGrieux’.
   The supposition that Samuel Messieux was disguised as 
‘Mr McGrieux’ is based on an interpretation of the minutes 
of the 12th of May and 19th of May 1827, which are the two 
times his name was recorded regarding his election as a 
member and then as winner of the Gold Medal.  The whole 
basis for the existence of ‘McGrieux’ and his amazing 
back story comes from the reading of these minutes.

Taken in total isolation, there are grounds that the name 
could be read as ‘McGrieux’.  However, this does not stand 
up when the letter formations in the name are analysed in 
conjunction with the other words using the same letters within 
the two minutes.  The first thing to understand is that there was 

a long convention which carried on into the 19th century of 
writing ‘ss’ as something which looks to the modern eye as ‘fs’.    
 The word ‘Messieux/McGrieux looks like this in the minute 
of the 19th of May:

Taken on its own, it could be difficult to decipher.  However, 
we need to compare this to other names written in the same 
minute which contain the key letter combinations of ‘Mc’, 
upper case ‘G’, lower case ‘g’ and double ‘s’.  This is because the 
whole debate centres around whether the opening letters of the 
name are ‘McGr’ or ‘Mess’. The first word to look at is ‘McLean’, 
which is written on the same line as ‘Messieux/McGrieux’

:
As can be clearly seen, the treatment of ‘Mc’ in 
‘McLean’ is quite different.  The ‘c’ in the ‘Mc’ is elevated 
above the line for ‘McLean’ and not for ‘Messieux/
McGrieux’.  This puts severe doubts on the idea that the 
first letters of the 1827 medal winner’s name are ‘Mc’ 
The next name to look at is ‘Greig’ as this 
contains both an upper ‘G’ and a lower case ‘G’:

As can be seen, the formation of both the ‘g’s in the name are 
quite different from that in ‘Messieux’.   What has been read as 
a ‘g’ is in fact the ‘fs’ combination. This becomes crystal clear 
when one looks at a minute in the same hand dated the 31st 
of March 1827 when Mr Wemyss was present at a meeting:
   

The ‘fs’ combination is identical to that in ‘Messieux’.  
Based on the comparisons to McLean, Greig and Wemyss, 
together with other words written in the minutes, it is clear 
that the person proposed for election on the 12th of May 
and then elected on the 19th of May was ‘Messieux’ and not 
‘McGrieux’.10  It would appear that ‘Mr McGrieux’ came into 
being by the process of people looking at the spelling of his 
name in isolation and mis-reading it, probably between 1939 
and 1954. This in turn led to the creation of ‘McGrieux’ and 
the necessity of devising a story to explain why Messieux’s 
name had been written as ‘McGrieux’. In fact, the name was 
‘Messieux’ the whole time but just not being read correctly. 
Both Pottinger and Mair accepted the ‘McGrieux’ reading 
and hence its appearance in the histories of the Honourable 
Company.  They accorded the victory in the 1827 Gold Medal 
to a man who never was.  It is time to meet Samuel Messieux.

samuel messieux
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Who Was Samuel Messieux?
Having established that Messieux won the 1827 Gold Medal 

under his own name, and ignoring the confusion created by 
Huggins in erroneously crediting Messieux with winning the 
silver club rather than the Gold Medal, it is time to explain how 
he came to be in Leith on the 19th of May. Samuel Messieux 
was born in Switzerland in 1793 to a wealthy father whose 
early death led to the estate being divided among the large 
family.  Messieux and his brother Adam sold their shares and 
in 1815 came to Scotland, to live in Dundee where the London 
born author and satirist poet, Thomas Hood, also resided, 
who perhaps is best recalled for his poem which begins:

 I remember, I remember,
The house where I was born’.

Hood suffered poor health and as he had paternal relatives 
living in Errol, he moved to Scotland.  He lodged in the Overgate, 
his health improved rapidly and he made a large number of 
friends, among them Samuel, who shared lodgings with him 
while establishing himself as a private teacher of French.11 

In 1817 Messieux moved to St Andrews to teach modern 
languages, French, German and Italian, at the University with a 
salary of £20 per annum.12  In 1834 he was also appointed teacher 
of French at the newly opened Madras College in St Andrews, 
where he became a popular and respected Master admired by 
the pupils as much for his teaching as for being a good golfer 

with exceptionally powerful hands. A former pupil recalled 
that Messieux disdained conventional corporal punishment 
but, blessed with strong arms and hands he would punish 
miscreants by massaging with his thumbs their wrists and hands 
until raw, a punishment that they called ‘The Velvet Glove.’13 

At the start of each term the local newspapers would publish 
the classes, the teachers and lecturers for the University of 
St Andrews. These were carried on the front page of the 
newspapers, together with the ‘Days of Beginning’ and the 
‘Hours of Teaching.’14  Usually Messieux was featured separately 
and prominently at the bottom of the list, for example, ‘Students 
will have an opportunity of attending Mr. Messieux for the 
French, German and Italian languages’15.  He was described as 
‘a well-known, experienced and zealous teacher. He possesses 
an intimate acquaintance with the language so far as vocals are 
concerned and also with its’ grammatical niceties’16.  A year 
later the examination results at the University ‘fully vindicated 
his former well-earned reputation.’17 At Madras College 
his French class numbered about 50 pupils, and in addition 
he also gave classes in German to a smaller group who at 
examination time ‘acquitted themselves with great credit’.18 

Outside the classroom Messieux seems to have taken 
part in the social life of St Andrews.  For example he was in 
attendance for the celebration ball for George Low’s dancing 
classes in 1851 while a year earlier he had judged the prize 
for the best two specimens of balsam at the St Andrews 
Horticultural and Floricultural Society annual show.19 

On the Golf Course
Exactly when Messieux took up golf is unknown but he 

became a member of the St Andrews’ Society of Golfers (now 
The Royal and Ancient Golf Club) on the 11th of October 
1820. Messieux supplemented teaching income by playing and 

betting on golf matches.  In 1825 Messieux won the Society 
Gold Medal at St Andrews with a score of 105 strokes and again 
in 1827 with a score of 111 strokes, and he won the Silver Cross 
in 1840 with a score of 109 strokes.  George F. Carnegie wrote of 
him in The First Hole at St Andrews on a Crowded Day (1833):

Here’s Mr. M-ieux, he’s a noble player
But something nervous - that’s a bad affair:
It sadly spoils his putting, when he’s press’d
But let him win and he will beat the best.   20 

He was  also in demand as a foursomes partner, for example 
playing at Leith for the St Andrews Society  with Henry Low, 
Captain of the Honourable Company in 1826-27, in a match 
against The Gentlemen Golfers of Leith, who won, and in 
matches against other clubs.21 He was clearly a generous man 
for when in 1834 the St Andrews Gold Medal was won by 
Robert Oliphant, whose score of 97 was the first to break the 
100 stroke barrier the winner used a putter given to him by 
Messieux a year earlier, and which Oliphant then kept for the 
rest of his life, passing it on to his son.22   Messieux also had a Samuel Messieux by Alexander Carse
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sense of humour and a penchant for bizarre matches for it is 
noted that on the 9th of February, 1828 he challenged Charles 
Shaw, then Secretary of the Honourable Company to a match, 
to be played at St Andrews, in which “each player, in striking 
at the ball, to stand on one foot only, in the Month of May”.23

His administrative skills were also in demand with the 
Society of St Andrews Golfers.  In 1827 he was appointed 
to a small committee of members resident in St Andrews 
to assist the secretary in all matters connected to the 
club or golf course24. Then in September 1831, when it 
was decided that handicaps should be introduced for 
stroke play, Messieux was one of five members appointed 
to ‘frame such regulations as they may deem proper’. 25

 
Games and Matches at St Andrews and Leith.

As today, the St Andrews Society of Golfers and the 
Honourable Company had members and friends in common, 
and many matches between them are recorded.  Intriguingly, 
the same group of friends laid bets with each other for several 
matches to be played in the weeks before the date for playing 
for the Gold Medal at Leith in May 1827. However nature 
intervened and ten of the seventeen matches arranged to be 
played at Leith between November 1826 and May 1827, were 
cancelled because of storms and heavy snow. The Bet Book 
shows sparse attendance by the HCEG members, and an 
almost complete absence of members from St Andrews on 
account of the weather, and travel difficulties, presumably.26 

Dramatist Personae at Leith and St Andrews.
It is now time to introduce some other key players in the 

story of the 1827 Gold Medal competition from the Society 
of St Andrews Golfers and the Honourable Company of 
Edinburgh Golfers. The first is Charles Maitland Christie 
of Durie, who had been elected Captain of the Society of St 
Andrews Golfers on the 11th of October 1826.  Christie had 
served in the Coldstream Guards and attained the rank of 
Captain in 1801. He was badly wounded at the Battle of 
Talavera in the Peninsular war, was captured by the French 
but soon released and returned to the family estate at Durie.  
He became a justice of the Peace and a deputy lieutenant of 
Fifeshire. As a young man he was noted to be somewhat of 
a dandy in his dress, favouring dashing cutaway coats with 
yellow waistcoat and white shirt.  A portrait of him at age 
16, by Raeburn, hangs in the Philadelphia Museum of Art.27

William Holcroft was commissioned as a second lieutenant 
in the Royal Artillery in 1796.  He was present at the siege of 
Copenhagen in 1807 and then was posted to Canada, having 
been promoted to captain. He was very active during the War 
of 1812, taking part in the battle of Queenstown Heights in 
1812, the defence of Fort George, the battle of Stoney Creek 
and the attack on Fort Niagara all in 1813. He then returned to 
England on sick leave.28  He was elected a member of the Society 
of St Andrews Golfers on the 22nd of September 1819 and 
retired from the army two years later. Holcroft won the Gold 

Medal in 1829, 1830 and 1833.  Carnegie wrote of him in 1833:

See Major H-ft, he’s a steady hand,
Among the best of all the golfing band;
He plays a winning game in every part
But near the hole displays the greatest art.

Henry Low, a lawyer by training and a Writer to the 
Signet who practiced in Edinburgh, was a member of the 
Honourable Company, and Captain in the years 1826-27 
having won the Company’s Gold medal in 1826 with a score 
of 60 strokes for the ten holes.  In 1829 he was appointed 
Secretary, at a time when the finances of the Honourable 
Company were in some difficulty and disarray, matched 
by the state of his personal finances, ‘and in February 1830 
he fled the country, hopelessly indebted to his clients and 
others.’29 Low also won the Gold Medal at St Andrews in 
1821, 1823 and 1824, having been elected a member in 1818.
Thomas Paton (sometimes written Patton), who hailed 
from Perth, was a member of the Honourable Company 
who became Captain in the years 1839-42, but in 1827 
held the office of Secretary.  In 1829 he became a council 
member, and he won the Gold Medal in 1839.  He was 
also a member at St Andrews, having been elected in 1822. 
Carnegie noted in Another Peep at the Links, written in 1842:

I’ll name an old one, Paton, Tom of Perth,
short, stout, grey-headed, but of sterling worth; 
A golfer perfect-something it may be
The worse for wear but few so true as he;
Good humour’d when behind as when a-head,
And drinks like blazes till he goes to bed.  

James Hay, was treasurer of the Honourable Company 
from 1826 and occasionally substituted as secretary, for 
example at the Committee Meeting in Leith on the 31st of 
March 1827, even though Paton was also in attendance, and 
again in Leith on the 21st of April when Paton did not attend.

William Wood was the recorder for the Honourable 
Company for three years from 1826 and in 1836, during 
the time of the Company’s move from Leith, he became the 
first captain to be elected rather than by winning the silver 
club. Perhaps he was a traditionalist at heart for he won the 
Gold Medal in 1836 and 1837 to mark his status.  Elected 
a member at St Andrews in 1818, he would win the Gold 
Medal there in 1840. Carnegie in 1842 remarked of him: 

Still portly William Wood is to be seen,
As good as ever on the velvet green.

Clearly there was great camaraderie and friendship among 
the two groups of golfers from St Andrews and Leith and the 
Bet Books attest to the wagers between them all.  

St Andrews on the 5th of May 1827.
Christie, Messieux, Low and Hay were all present at the 

meeting of the Society of St Andrews Golfers on the 4th of 
May. No business was transacted at the meeting, which was 

samuel messieux
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adjourned until the 6th of July.  The next day, the 5th of May, 
a single match is recorded in the bet book. Christie and 
Messieux took on Hay and Paton.  The bet book does not 
reveal who won but the stakes were sovereigns and shillings.  
The bet book also shows that a number of matches were 
planned for July including Hay against Messieux, Christie and 
Messieux against Hay and Low, Christie and Wood against 
Low and Paton and Christie and Hay against Holcroft and 
Messieux.  There is no date given as to when the matches were 
made but they were entered before July and could have been 
planned at the meeting on the 4th of May or the next day. 30  

The Honourable Company Committee Meetings, May 
1827.
After the matches at St Andrews, the Honourable Company 
followed with a meeting of their own on the 12th of May.  
Clearly called at short notice the attendance was sparse.  Mr. 
Hay, the Secretary, was present, together with Mr. Melville, 
Mr. Duncan and Mr. Smith.  The minutes of the meeting 
record that:

‘Mr. Melville proposed C. Christie Esq. of Durie and Mr. 
Messieux of St Andrews which was seconded by Mr. Hay, 
and a ballot for their admission as members was ordered to 
take place at the first meeting. Mr. Smith proposed Major 
Holcroft of St. Andrews as a member of the Club which was 
seconded by Mr. Hay.’  

It would appear that Christie, Holcroft and Messieux had all come 
down from Fife together and that this was probably planned 
on the 4th or 5th of May while Low and Hay were in St Andrews.

A week later, on the 19th of May another meeting of the 
club was held in the Golf House at Leith.  This time there 
were fourteen members attending aside from Low and Paton, 
who acted as secretary. Among those present were the three 
candidates who had been proposed for membership the 
previous week. It was minuted that ‘Messrs. Christie, Messieux 
and Major Holcroft were balloted for and unanimously 
admitted members of the Club.’ The minutes went on to record 
that ‘this being the day appointed for playing for the Gold 
Medal it was gained by Mr. Messieux at 66 strokes and delivered 
to him in due form by the capt.’ This meeting must have been 
held in the morning so that the three new members of the 
Honourable Company, together with the existing members, 
would be eligible to play for the Medal in the afternoon.  

The three men from St Andrews had evidently arrived 
together in Edinburgh as planned around the 4th or 5th of 
May.  They were proposed for membership of the Honourable 
Company on the 12th of May and elected on the 19th of May.  
They then took part in the competition for the Gold Medal 
that afternoon. Unfortunately we only have the tantalising 
but very incomplete report of the medal competition in 
the Caledonian Mercury.  We don’t know who were the 
other three golfers who tied with Messieux after the first 
round or who tied with Messieux after the second round. 
Nevertheless it was undoubtedly an epic medal competition.

 More Bets
Following the completion of the competition, those involved 

held another meeting, to arrange future matches and make 
bets, the records of which provide interesting information as 
to the play in the just completed playing for the Gold Medal.  
The first entry is significant for it is recorded that ‘Mr. Christie 
Bets Mr. Messieux 10 crowns to one that he, Messieux, does 
not gain the Medal next year’.  This confirms that the meeting 
was held after the competition, won by Messieux, and Christie’s 
challenge suggests that he was the loser in final two-way 
playoff. There follow a flurry of bets from others present, all of 
whom were listed as attending the pre-competition meeting at 
which Messieux, Holcroft and Christie were elected members 
of the Honourable Company and therefore eligible to play in 
the competition Everybody, it seems, wanted to make bets 
with everyone else, among them,  Christie and Messieux to 
play Wood and Hay where Taylor bet Christie £5, Wood bet 
Christie £20, Paton with Wood £5, McLean with Low £5, Paton 
with McLean £5, Smith with Hay £2 and with Holcroft  £5, 
Duncan with Taylor £5.  It is very notable that the stakes bet 
at Leith were much higher than those recorded at St Andrews.

Unprecedented in the annals of golf?
The year 1827 turned out to be quite memorable for 

Messieux.  Following his triumph at Leith in May, he went on 
to win the Society of St Andrews Golfers Gold Medal on the 
19th of October.  He would also win the Gold Medal again in 
1840, the first year in which it was the runner-up prize to the 
Royal Medal.  However, perhaps Messieux’s most enduring 
achievement occurred when in 1836 he hit a drive from 
the fourteenth tee at St Andrews into Hell Bunker, a drive 
estimated at more than 360 yards. As his ball landed in Hell 
Bunker, perhaps, he might have preferred the drive to have 
been a bit shorter. This is the longest known drive achieved 
with a feather ball and as the feather ball went out of use in 
the 1850s, it is a record which is unlikely ever to be broken.31 
Messieux retired from his post at Madras College in the 
summer of 1854.  At his end of year speech reported in the 
Fife Herald on the 3rd of August, Dr Woodford remarked that:
He had arrived at St Andrews only in time to hear the well-merited 
eulogy on the continued exertions of his old colleague Mr Messieux 
and he was delighted to observe the manner in which that eulogy 
was received. 
He went onto say that:

Mr Messieux’s long and meritorious professional career in St 
Andrews, extending over a period of 35 years and including 
his services at the Madras College from its first existence, 
together with great worth as a member of society, naturally 
suggested what he hoped would be in due time resolved upon 
some substantial and honourable expression of regard. 

He died five years later in St Andrews on the 25th of August 
1859.  He had won the Honourable Company’s Gold Medal 
in 1827 in a competition which was ‘totally unprecedented 
in the annals of golfing’.  He had also driven a feather ball a 
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distance which was also unprecedented in the history of the 
game and was never matched. He certainly made his name in 
golf, even if it was sometimes hard to read in manuscript form.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
We would like to thank Mrs Olive Geddes of the National 
Library of Scotland, James Hall and Sir Charles Fraser 
WS for their help.  The portrait of Samuel Messieux is 
reproduced from the collection of The Royal and Ancient 
Golf Club and the minutes and the Gold Medal are from the 
collection of the Honourable Company of Edinburgh Golfers.

_________________________________________

Endnotes
1 John Kerr The Golf-Book of East Lothian, Edinburgh 1896, p233

2 Alastair Johnston The Clapcott Papers, Edinburgh 1985 pp. 167 & 
227

3 George Pottinger Muirfield and the Honourable Company, 
Edinburgh 1972 p127

4 Norman Mair Muirfield: Home of the Honourable Company (1744-
1994), Edinburgh 1994 p161

5 Percy Huggins in The Amateur Championship 1954 Official 
Programme and Draw pp3-9

6 C McNab, Pocket History of Edinburgh, London 2008, pp270-271

7 P Lambie, A Walk Around Historic Musselburgh, Musselburgh, 
2010,  p4

8 p103

9 Tony Blair’s father, Leo Blair. 

10 The formation of the lower case ‘g’ is also clear in ‘Brougham’, 
‘Stranger’, ‘Magistrate’ and ‘playing’.  The formation of the upper ‘g’ 
can also be seen in ‘Gold’.

11 J B Salmond The Story of the R&A, London 1956 p101

12 John Behrend & Peter N. Lewis Challenges & Champions: The 
Royal & Ancient Golf Club 1754-1883, St Andrews 1998 p89

13 H Thomas Peter Reminiscences of Golf and Golfers, Edinburgh 
ND pp24-25.  The book is generally dated to being around 1890.

14 See the Caledonian Mercury 16th of September 1837 and the 
Dundee Courier 24th of September 1844.

15 Dundee Courier 29th of September 1847

16 Dundee, Perth & Cupar Advertiser 5th of August 1845

17 Fife Herald 13th of August 1846

18 Ibid 5th of August 1847 & 7th of August 1851

19 Ibid 6th of February 1851 & 18th of July 1850

20 For the dating of Carnegie’s poems see Peter N Lewis Golfiana: 
George Fullerton Carnegie in H R J Grant (ed.) Aspects of Some 
Nineteenth Century Golfing Pamphlets, Worcestershire 2005 pp3-6

21 Behrend & Lewis op. cit. pp83-84

22 Salmond op. cit. p97

23 Johnston op. cit. p250

24 Behrend  Lewis op. cit. p79

25 Ibid p97

26 HCEG Recorders’ Bet Book, November 1826-February 1839  

27 Rev, Charles Rogers Genealogical Memoirs of the Scottish House 
of Christie Compiled from Family Papers and the Public Records 
Edinburgh 1878,  p42 and www.philamuseum.org/collections/
permanent/103813.html

28 David Stephen Heidler  & Jeanette T. Heidler The Encyclopedia of 
the War of 1812, Annapolis 2004  pp241-242 

29 G. Pottinger Muirfield and the Honourable Company, Edinburgh 
1972, p16

30 R&A Bet Book 1819-1839
31 Alastair J. Johnston & James F. Johnston The Chronicles of 
Golf:1457-1857, Cleveland, 1993 p479

samuel messieux

Additional Book review

Golf over Two Inches 
by 
I H Cairns

Ian Cairns is a new member of the Society having been 
introduced by our eminent historian, David Hamilton,who 
assisted him in this short but interesting history of golf on the 
South and North Inches at Perth. The Inch is actually links 
land beside the river Tay.

Ian gives a short detailed history of the founding of golf in 
Perth and then goes on to introduce us to some of the better 
known characters, clubs and benefactors who have helped 
golf develop over the last three centuries. Perth held one of 
the earliest Tournaments in 1864 which lasted all of eight days 
and was climaxed by a match between Young Tom and Willie 
Grieg both around thirteen years of age at that time. Oh what 
Nike and IMG would have given to be around at that time.
There is a map of the North Inch near the end of the book but for 
someone who does not know Perth well a fuller map showing 
the whereabouts of the North and South Inch compared to 
Moncrieff Island may have helped them get a better bearing. 

However this is a very easy and pleasant read which is on 
its second print and can be obtained from Ian at the cost of 
£11 incl. p&p at Coruisk, 28 Poplar Crescent, Perth, PH1 1HR
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Letter from America
by Brown Ale

atmosphere in Augusta.  The entire town is turned on its ear 
with thousands of golf fans invading Augusta, traffic is choking 
the roads near the club, vendors have curb-side display tents 
everywhere and party after party rally on in a round-the-clock 
carnival atmosphere. Bobby Jones might never have envisioned 
this since television had a big hand in making it what it is.
Also honored at the GWAA dinner was Jim Dodson, the prolific 
writer and golf man-about-town for his book The American 
Triumvirate.  The profiles of the three great golfers of the 
1940s and 50s – Hogan, Nelson and Snead – won the USGA’s 
prestigious Herbert Warren Wind book award. In GCS news 
Jimmy Apfelbaum has retired from the editor’s desk at the GCS 
Bulletin and Jim Davis will be turning out the June number 
while the board interviews prospective editorial candidates. 
The golf club collection of the late Ralph Livingston III will 
be offered at a public auction this autumn.  John Mullock is 
presiding and the sale will be held in the Pinehurst/Southern 
Pines area in conjunction with the Mid Pines Hickory Open 
and the GCS Annual Meeting and Trade Fair.  The date is 
tentatively set at November 10.  Ralph amassed a grouping of 
Tom Stewart irons and putters that served as the nucleus for 
his book on Stewart clubs.  Back in January the annual Dayton 
Cabin Fever meeting attracted a fair crowd, among them 
Philip Truett from the BGCS.  Philip brought a dazzling array 
of postcards, the volume and quality of which was unbeatable.  

Despite a Masters Champion from down under, 
this year’s first Grand Slam event had some 
decidedly British overtones.  It began with my 
guest at the Golf Writers’ Association awards 

dinner – BGCS member Edward Playfair.  Seeing the list of 
honorees it was he who said, “Looks like a good night for the 
Brits.”  Rory McIlroy had been voted as the Golfer of the Year 
and spoke quite respectfully of the media.  Roger Chapman 
was Senior Golfer of the Year.  Laura Davies was an award 
recipient but was a no-show.  John Hopkins was honored 
with the PGA of America Lifetime Achievement award 
and my good friend Renton Laidlaw was presented with a 
handsome plaque from Augusta National Golf Club for this, 
his fortieth year of covering the Masters. One of the sidebars 
that makes the Masters the Masters is the annual Champions’ 
Dinner held on Tuesday evening and attended by all the living 
past champions.  The real interest is in the current reigning 
champion’s menu selections for the dinner.  With his humble, 
southern upbringing much pre-dinner speculation was given 
to Bubba Watson’s choices, which turned out to be Caesar salad, 
grilled chicken, macaroni and cheese and confetti cake for 
dessert. I was unable to stay for much of the golf but the newly 
matriculated TTG Editor was in attendance for the duration 
and I’m certain he’ll report elsewhere in this issue.  What you 
do not see during the television coverage of the golf is the party 

Pete Georgiady and Jim Dodson Edward Playfair with Renton Laidlaw
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His spread was one of those “teaching moments” when a 
table full of sale merchandise wasn’t just a table full of stuff for 
sale but an educational exhibition.  I was planning on joining 
Philip for dinner   night but had a minor auto accident (in 
my brand new car) just after leaving home.  It was my second 
accident en route to the Dayton meeting in four years and my 
wife asked me, “Do you really want to make this trip? It seems 
to be jinxed.”  A great group of guys assembles every year in 
Dayton and I wouldn’t miss it.  I was just a few hours late.

The National Hickory Championship will remove from 
Oakhurst this year and be contested at the Philadelphia Cricket 
Club.  Results will be reported in the September TTG.  Looking 
back at some of our other annual hickory events this may be 
the first played over a golf course used in a past US Open (1907 
and 1910).  The course recently underwent a restoration to 
more of a turn-of-the-century look by architect Keith Foster. 
A man of many talents Keith and his wife, Pam, recently 
followed a dream and established a retail store in Middleburg, 
Virginia selling home furnishings and decorator items from 
Britain and Africa.   Keith has scaled back his design work to 
a small handful of projects each year balanced with his retail 
business.  As golf history nuts we recognize someone who 
really understands how old golf architecture has a viable role 
in modern golf architecture. The Society of Hickory Golfers 
provides its members with a semi-annual publication titled A 
Wee Nip.  Over the years since its inception it has evolved from 
a report of hickory event results to a nifty magazine featuring 
all sorts of club and course stories filling a gap between pure 
collectibles and contemporary hickory golf news.  Editor 
Jim Davis perhaps found retirement from the daily news 
business just in time to devote his efforts to this endeavor.  

It covers a lot of bases and rates as a ‘good read.’  This 
year’s US Open is to be played at the Merion Golf Club in 
the Philadelphia area—‘bring on the Philly cheese steaks!’  In 
leadership roles, many GCS members have had critical roles in 
helping their clubs acquire and preserve artifacts and historical 
items pertaining to their individual club’s history.  None had 

letter from america

been more strident and active than Merion’s John Capers III.  
Merion’s archive now holds around 90,000 items.  John has said 
many times, “If you don’t start collecting yesterday there will be 
no tomorrow.”  As you watch the television coverage, which will 
undoubtedly include many historic moments at a club that has 
hosted six US Opens (plus eight Men’s and Women’s Amateurs), 
tip your cap to John and understand that over the last forty-
three years the GCS has played a major role in creating the 
undercurrent of historical appreciation of golf in this country.

The USGA has just released a handsome coffee table-style 
illustrated book titled Great Moments of the US Open.  It traces 
the history of the Championship with extra service to the icons 
of the event—Jones, Hogan, Palmer, Nicklaus and Woods—with 
an introduction by the Golden Bear.  I’m sure the bibliophiles 
will review it in TTG shortly. Many of us probably spend 
more on golf collectibles than we care to admit.  All in all golf 
collectibles are relatively reasonable in cost compared to other 
collectible pursuits.  Baseball memorabilia has always been the 
mainstay of sports collectibles in America.  It is our national 
pastime and its history already covers 150 years.  In April of 
this year a century old cigarette card depicting Honus Wagner 
of the Pittsburgh Pirates, perhaps a baseball equivalent of a spur 
toe iron or a copy of The Golf, sold at auction for $2.1M (about 
£1.3M).  It is the Holy Grail for baseball collectors though I am 
not sure why since 57 of that series Wagner card exist today.  
We golf collectors can breathe easy.  We still have it pretty good.
A hearty ‘well done’ to Sir Alex.  May the wind be at your 
backs while on the golf course all summer long.

Brown Ale

Micah Bosman and Bill Nelson homeward bound
They arrived at Dayton with the car empty! 
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overlooked and Forgotten

With the Ryder cup returning to Gleneagles in 
September 2014 the eyes of the golfing world 
and an estimated half a billion households 
worldwide will watch Team Europe bid to 

repel the challenge of the Americans. Few of these people 
will be aware that the Glasgow Herald played a key role in the 
evolution of one of the most coveted trophies in team sports. 
To mark the opening of the King’s course at Gleneagles in June 
1921 the Glasgow Herald organised a Thousand Guinea Golf 
Tournament. This was by far the largest prize money in its day 
and attracted all the golfing greats. Few are aware today that 
this newspaper sponsored the international match between US 
and Britain and provided medals for the golfers. While this 
first informal international match is frequently mentioned 
the Glasgow Herald and the important Thousand Guinea 
Tournament, which brought the professionals together, has 
disappeared from the record books becoming ‘overlooked and 
forgotten’ recognition is long overdue. In the middle of March 
1921 the Glasgow Herald announced it would be promoting, 
once again, “a golf tournament on a large scale”. It had staged 
one the precious year, but this one would be bigger and better.  
“The prize money provided was one thousand guineas which 
would in itself be sufficient to attract every professional of 
note, but the fact that the Open Championship falls to be 
played at St Andrews, a week after the Gleneagles meeting, 
ensures the presence in Scotland in June of all the great golfing 
men, and very few of them will miss either of these events” 
and so it proved. Among them were the GreatTriumvirate, 
Harry Vardon, James Braid and J H Taylor, who between them 

were J H Kirkwood, “reckoned to be the best golfer the 
Antipodes has ever produced”, and the reigning Spanish 
champion, Angel De La Torre. At this time professionals were 
poorly paid, their income depended on exhibition matches, 
teaching and club repairs. Golf clubs were reluctant to let 
them have time off, unlike today when clubs proudly boast 
of their professionals. Consequently the professionals played 
four qualifying rounds over two days in an unusual format. 
The leading sixteen players then played match play rounds.  
Walter Hagen, ‘the Haig’, unexpectedly had fallen by the 
wayside. Sartorially, at least, he attracted attention, keeping 
cool in the glorious weather with his white trousers, light 
black and white shoes, and a thin, dark sleeveless cardigan 
over his white shirt. The Glasgow Herald commented “British 
golfers had much to learn about playing in comfort”.  Abe 
Mitchell proved his worth by remaining unflustered in a torrid 
earlier match with Jock Hutchison, who, incidentally, won the 
Open Championship the following week. “Why worry?” said 
Mitchell, evidently a man of few words “What good does it do?”  
In a tremendous final Mitchell triumphed over Kirkwood. 
Both men received their prizes from the Duchess of Atholl, a 
moment recorded for posterity by British Pathe. Mitchell took 
home £200, a signal honour to win in such a distinguished 
field. Kirkwood received £100 and the two runners-up got £50 
each. The hotel and golf courses at Gleneagles were developed 
by the Caledonian Railway Company, superbly covered by Ian 
Nalder in ‘Scotland’s Game in Days of Steam’. With the hotel 
still under construction, accommodation was made available 
in ‘sleeper’ coaches at Gleneagles railway station. This is a far 

‘The Haig’ immaculately turned out The large gallery around the 14th green

Jake Davidson  reminds us of the important role played by the Glasgow Herald which organised the Thousand Guinea Golf 
Tournament which attracted top American professionals and led to the first international match precursor of the Ryder Cup
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cry from 2014 when the entire luxury hotel will be given over to 
players and officials. Spectators came in large numbers mostly 
by rail and some by aeroplane, quite a novelty in those days. 
           
Another match

The American team sailed from New York on the RMS 
Aquitania. They travelled north by train and the team stopped 
off in Glasgow to see their friends George Duncan and Abe 
Mitchell playing an exhibition match at Pollok GC. ‘What were 
they doing in Glasgow in 1921 and at Pollok GC?’ They were 
welcomed by James Mark, the Pollok Captain, (third from 
left) and, on his immediate left, J H Taylor, five times Open 
Champion, Captain of the British side. Emmett French, (far 
left) captained the American side, and expatriate Scots Jock 
Hutchison and Fred McLeod, from St Andrews and North 
Berwick. (first and second from the left). Many years later both 
Jock and Fred, as former US champions, were unofficial starters 
at the Masters. I stumbled on this photo unexpectedly while 
researching Pollok archives in the Mitchell Library in Glasgow. 
It was this which led me back to look at Gleneagles. Like many 
others I was completely unaware of the Thousand Guinea 
Tournament which had attracted the professionals and this 
first informal match which was a precursor of the Ryder Cup.

The Match
The international match arranged between the British 

and American professionals preceded the Thousand Guinea 
Tournament. Significantly this match could be thought of 
as the first informal Ryder Cup. While it is not clear who 
originally thought up the idea, James Harnett, circulation 
manager ‘Sports Illustrated’, receives the credit by ensuring 
each American received $1,000 for expenses. Most are unaware 
that The Glasgow Herald sponsored the match and provided 
the medals for all the competitors. Britain won this first match 
by nine games to three, which is again well described by Ian 
Nalder. There were very few spectators and no thoughts of a 
follow-up match. It would have been difficult to imagine what 
a great competitive golf match this would lead to. It was all so 
very different from the current Ryder Cup. At this point Sam 
Ryder enters the story. Sam made his fortune by selling seed 
through the post at a penny packet. A workaholic, Ryder took 
up golf aged 50 and had daily lessons. He engaged Abe Mitchell 

as his personal tutor and would later immortalise his teacher 
by having him depicted by the gilded figure on top of the Ryder 
Cup.  Perhaps with Mitchell’s encouragement, Sam suggested 
to the PGA that he should donate a trophy for the International 
Match between the US and Great Britain and Ireland. The 
magnificent trophy was fashioned by jewellers and silversmiths 
Mappin and Webb. The next informal match took place at 
Wentworth in 1926 where Britain won decisively by 13-1.  As 
a result of the general strike, or some other reason, the Ryder 
Cup was not presented and was withheld until the first formal 
match at Worcester Country Club, Massachusetts, in 1927. 
 
Conclusion

There seems to be a case for arguing that the success and 
high profile of The Glasgow Herald Thousand Guinea Golf 
Tournament  was the catalyst in starting  the world famous 
Ryder Cup. This 1921 initiative paved the way for the founding 
of the biennial match between the US and Britain [later 
GB and Ireland, now Europe]. Sadly today this important 
competition is rarely mentioned. In his book The Ryder Cup. 
The Illustrated History’ Michael Hobbs does acknowledge 
the fact by stating ‘the 1921 Gleneagles match has largely 
been forgotten’.  Likewise the Ryder Cup website states that 
there were two unofficial matches between Britain and the US 
before the birth of the cup in 1927, but the role played by the 
Glasgow Herald is not mentioned. It was the large prize money 
on offer which attracted many top professionals to Gleneagles. 
The Glasgow Herald’s contribution, so important in its day, has 
sadly now disappeared from the record books. OVERLOOKED 
and FORGOTTEN - Recognition is long overdue. 
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Arnaud Massy open Champion1907

huguette and Jean-Bernard Kazmierczak take a look at the life of the  French golfer who won the Open Championship at 
Hoylake in 1907 through some of the Massy golf memorabilia in their collection. Part One - French postcards

Massy Memorabilia – Part I. French postcards.

There is no need to introduce Arnaud Massy – 
the first non-British player to win The Open 
Championship in 1907 at Hoylake. However 
the memorabilia related to the French Basque 

Champion is not always well-known. This is why we thought 
that it would worth to present some interesting aspects and 
offer a few pictures of the most interesting pieces. This paper 
is a revision and extension of an article initially published in 
EAGHC Golfika Magazine dedicated to Massy postcards. In 
this present series, not only have we made some corrections 
and addenda to the initial work, but we are also adding some 
other types of memorabilia (cigarette cards, autographs, 
medals). This first part is related to French postcards only.

Massy in the Basque Country.
Arnaud Massy was born in 1877 at Biarritz in the Basque 

Country, south-west of France, close to the Spanish border. 
This is where Sir Everard Hambro discovered Massey and 
his talent and offered him the chance to improve his game 
in North Berwick. Not surprisingly, this is the place where 
we can find a post card (fig 1) showing Massy swinging 
on the fairway – or at least posing for the photographer. 
This postcard is the #8 from a series of 15, edited by Eugène 
Pacault. All the cards depict the Biarritz Golf Club and all 
are extremely nice and full of interest. There are two series: 
one in B&W and a second one hand-coloured. The tinted 
postcards are much harder to find: as they were sold at a much 
higher price and were issued in a smaller number. This series 

was probably issued mid 1906 as one of the postcards in our 
collection has a cancellation mark of June 1906 and it is possible 
to see a reproduction of another one in the “Illustrated Sporting 
& Dramatic News”, 16th March 1907. Also, this postcard is 
captioned “A. Massy – Champion français du Golf ” (French 
Champion of Golf) which tends to prove that this was after 
his French Open Championship victory (1906) and before The 
Open. Otherwise the caption would have referred to “champion 
du monde” (world champion – as The Open was called in 
many continental countries at that time). We do not know of 
any other Biarritz postcard featuring Massy but several from 
Saint-Jean-de-Luz are of great interest. In November 1909, 
the La Nivelle Golf Club was inaugurated. Massy was at that 
time the professional at La Boulie, the Paris GC headed by the 
president Pierre Deschamps. He was home-sick and, in 1910 
he expressed the desire to leave the club and rejoin La Nivelle, 
this made possible the organization of a contest between the 
French champion and Braid, Taylor and Sherlock. The match 
was played on the 28th of March over 72 holes and Massy and 
Taylor tied for the first prize. This competition was followed by a 
foursome, postponed by one day because of weather conditions.

Massy at La Nivelle
We know of seventeen different postcard types, all edited 

by J Dargains, which have been published. The first series 
are standard size postcards 88 x 138 mm (3”1/2 x 5”1/2). We 
know nine different pictures which might be divided into two 
subsets differing by the caption style: two being framed, while 
seven others are unframed. The second series, of eight cards, 
is a variant and was edited in a larger format of approx. 108 x 

Fig 1 Fig 2
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156 mm (4”1/4 x 6”1/8) and several views are common with 
the previous series. From the two cards (Figs 2 and 3) standard 
size, with a framed caption, only one shows Massy playing 
from a ditch alongside the 17th fairway. Massy is putting on the 
14th green that seven are common with the other series. The 
“new” image (unknown in small size) is a picture of the club-

house and the captioned is framed. The common pictures are: 
the British players crossing the bridge (with a framed caption) 
and the six featuring Massy. The two wide shots allow us to 
clearly identify Massy putting. On some cards, the caption  
is slightly different and provides additional information. 
On the 3rd green we now know that “Massy playing the 3rd 
green, over the quarry – Braid waiting his turn”. And on 

Fig 2a Fig 6

Fig 3 Fig 7

Fig 4

Fig 5

Fig 8

Fig 9

arnaud massey
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the 10th green, it says “Massy approaching the 10th green, 
in the background the silhouette of Braid and Sherlock”. 

Fig 11
It is interesting to note that during the summer of 2012, I 

was in touch with David Anderson who had found an album 
from the Sharp family (Frederick Sharp and his son Hugh were 
very active on early Rules, Handicap and General Committees 
of the R&A in early 1900s). In this album several pictures 
are the ones we see on the postcards. This album is now the 
property of the National Trust for Scotland and may be seen at 
the Mansionhouse at Kingarrock in Fife. We cannot finish this 
list without adding one more postcard from La Nivelle.  (Fig 
11)It is “one of a kind” as it is an aquarelle, hand painted by an 
artist, signing Bagnolo – obviously a pseudo. The main caption 
says: “Nos champions du Golf de la Nivelle. N°1 Me P.S.”. We 
still have to find who the lawyer P.S. is. In the foreground, the 
drawing presents Arnaud Massy with a young caddy which 

says “Massy en serait resté comme deux ronds de flan”, which 
can be translated “Massy would have been flabbergasted”. 

Massy on the French Riviera.
There are several postcards  (Figs 12-13)showing -Massy 

playing with great British players as many exhibition 
matches were organised there. The Scotsman, dated 5th of 
March 1907, is reporting on “the tournament of Cannes 
promoted by Grand Duke Michael”. “As the result of the 
tournament, France can claim that in a game which is still in 
its infancy in the Republic, she has produced one who in open 
competition has not only made good his claim to the title of 
champion of France, but who, in measuring his strength with the 
champions of a country where golf has been played for generations, 
has carried practically everything before him. Nearly one half of 
the prize-money went into the pocket of Arnaud Massy... Before 
recrossing the Channel, the Scottish contingent, thanks to Herd 
and Braid, regained at Hyeres some of the prestige they had lost 
at Cannes. Jones was again well to the front, and so, too, was Ray, 
who, with the wooden clubs seems to be as powerful as ever.”
There may be  no postcards of the famous Cannes event, 
but there is a set of four (Figs 14-17) which features the 
Hyères competition. In fact, as in many series, there 
are two sets which are very similar except one is B&W 
while the other is hand-coloured. Here, again, the colour 
one is by far the most difficult to find. The editor was 
“Parfumerie Chambourlier”. On the two cards (Figs 12-13) 
it is easy to recognize Massy, Gassiat, Taylor and Vardon.
It is the 1907 exhibition match at Hyère as we have a postcard 
dated August 1907 – so this is a fair guess. The following 
year in March 1908 The Great Triumvirate and a few other 
British players travelled again to the French Riviera: Nice, 
Hyères and Costebelle (but not Cannes). Again there may 
not be any postcards from the two first meetings,  but there 
is a long and interesting series of fourteen postcards which 
illustrates the event at Costebelle. The Costebelle links were 
inaugurated just a few months before in November 1907 and 
this series of postcards was probably issued as a promotional 
set – now an extremely rare document. Fig 14 Massy and 
Taylor on the 9th  and Fig 15 Massy approaching on the 10th 
Fig 16 Massy and Taylor on the 10th  and then Fig 17 on the 11th 

Fig 10

Fig 12 Fig 13
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Massy and Taylor on the 17th Massy only named – but no 
identification of hole number.

The editor is Beaudouin-Vincent. In addition to these 
six postcards described above, there are five others related 
to the match: two showing Taylor alone, two Vardon alone 
and one is featuring Vardon playing with MacDonald, 
the local professional who came from Dornoch. There 
are three more postcards from this series which show 
the club house and the crowd. They are not shown here.

Massy in Paris – La Boulie.
There are two postcards (Figs 20-21) representing Massy 

at the Paris Golf Club. Both are from the same series of six, 
issued after 1911, possibly in 1913 during the matches between 
USA and France, which all were won by the French players.

The first one, shows the “four musketeers” (J Gassiat, L Tellier, 
A Massy and E Laffitte) posing in front of the clubhouse 
at La Boulie, Versailles (Golf de Paris). The second one 
introduces Massy, “crossant sa bille” (an old fashioned way 
of saying driving, in French) as being the “1907 champion 
du monde” (world champion). In our collection we have 
the “four musketeers” postcard which is handwritten by 
Pierre Deschanps, the President of the Golf Club de Paris 
(and, at that time the President of the “Union des Golfs de 
France”, fore-runner of the Fédération Française de Golf). 

Fig 14 Fig 16

Fig 17Fig 15

Fig 18 Fig 19
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Massy in other French places.
There are two more postcards which we have 

identified which are both from the “semi-modern” era. 
One is a postcard in Chantilly, which was taken during 
the 1925 French Open. The French magazine “Le Golf ” 
n°10, dated 15th of October 1925 published a paper on 
the event illustrating the same picture. The text helps 
to clearly identify Massy driving at the 12th and Archie 

Compston is watching him. Finally, Massy will be the 
winner of the Stroiber Cup – the French Open trophy..
The last “French” postcard’s location is not clear. It might 
be France, but it is most possibly in Morocco. According 
to Georges Jeanneau, the person sitting with Massy is 
Bouchaib Stitou – who helped Gustave Golias and Arnaud 
Massy design and maintain the Marrakech course.

Fig 20

Fig 22 Fig 23

Fig 21

new Members

Name

Geoff Bleasby
George Yeandle
Claes Svahn
Stewart Brewer
Jason Dolman
Eve Soulsby
Roger Walker
Ian Rennick
Robert Crosby
Ian Cairnes
Robert McGuirk
Marshall Newman

Address

Emsworth
Caxton
Goteborg Sweden
Lincoln
Childwall
St Andrews
Reigate
Mont Albert North Victoria
Atlanta GA USA
Perth Scotland
Sandwich Bay
Leeds

Interests

Tom Stewart clubs 1910-1930   Classic Persimmon
Pictures
Books
Books and Clubs
Books and Clubs
General
General
Australian Golf history
Books
History of Perth Golf Club
General
Clubs
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The Post Card Page

There has been a lot of enthusiasm from members for 
this page.  A number of very interesting cards have been 
sent in, which should be of interest to all members. 
With the Walker Cup being played later this year 

at the National Golf Club  in Long Island New York,  where 
it was first played in 1922, Duane Hayden, of New York, 
thought members would like to see some early post cards 
from this club and from other clubs within this region.

        By Carte Postale

The Clubhouse at Shinnecock Hills was the first in America.
 top 1906 - bottom c1920

The National Golf Links of America founded in 1904

Maidstone Club founded 1891 course opened 1896 
top 1902- bottom c1930

An early 1906 view of the club house at Baltusrol N J 

post card page
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Good early post cards seem to be rare of both the course 
and the club house of the home of the Honourable Company 
of Edinburgh Golfers at Muirfield. Perhaps some members are 
On the other lucky enough to have some and would like to 
share them with TTG readers. On the other hand there are a 
number of great early post cards of one of their earlier homes 
at Musselburgh. Like all post cards these give a very visual 
picture of the social side of life at this time, both on and off 
the course. Sometimes it is a card of the area or of a building 
associated associated with the game of golf which is of interest. 
A good example of this is a post card showing Mrs Foreman’s 
public house on the perimeter of the golf course at  Levenhall, 
Musselburgh. Signs outside the ‘pub’ advertise ‘brandies’, 
while the card also shows the form of public transport as the 
electric tram, this one is reurning to Portobello.  Note also 
the state of the highway on either side of the tram tracks. 

This card gives a good view of the dress of the golfers and 
the spectators on the links at Musselburgh. Posted in 1928 it is 

surely an earlier photograph

Card showing the ‘Golfer’s Rest’ - Mrs Foreman’s

In any aspect of collecting  it is often said that it is the excitement 
of the ‘hunt’ that is the really interesting part. This can be 
particularly the case with post cards and other ephemera. 
While the internet has made it much easier to source items  
indoing so it rarely has the excitement of finding something 
that is rare and nobody else recognises it or realises its value.  
Occasionally one can think you have discovered a ‘sleeper’ 
only to find about ten bids are made in the last few seconds. 
A lucky member sent in the picture of this unamed post card 
which he was fortunate enough to have bought recently. To 
most, if not all. of Through the Green readers this would have 
been instantly recognisable as Old Tom Morris! I wonder 
has any other collector seen this picture of Old Tom before?

Not all Bobby Jones or St Andrews cards are of a serious 
nature
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The Manchester Police Bill received the Royal Assent on the 
27th of August 1839 while Sir Charles Shaw had been knighted 
in 1838 by Queen Victoria, the rank of Knight Bachelor (KB). He 
was appointed by the Government as Chief Commissioner of 
Police in Manchester and Bolton at a salary of £700 per annum, 
and took possession of the old and new police establishment 
on 17th of October 1839. He was also Knight Commander 
of the Portuguese Order of the Tower and Sword, (1835) 
and Knight Commander of San Fernando of Spain (1836). 

Sir Charles Shaw was not to be driven or frightened away. 
He filled his difficult position at Manchester with a degree 
of tact and discretion that put the aspersers to shame. The 
police under his charge had at times to undertake duties 
which anti-corporate nuisance controllers had left undone. 
His administration did not prove more acceptable in the 
circumstances than had been hoped for. It was expensive, and 
perhaps extravagant. Under the terms of his appointment Sir 
Charles levied the police rates himself, he somewhat reduced 
the new police force in numbers, and was not thought very 
happy in his choice of lieutenants. The end of his rule was hailed 
with pleasure by the local reformers. It had however, the merit 
perhaps of meeting the exigency of a very troublesome time, 
which included the distress, the turn-outs, and the plug-riots of 
1842. Sir Charles’s leadership on the last of these occasions was 
much questioned. He himself was rather proud of the successful 
application of the fire-hose as a recipe for mob dispersal. The 
force of cold water was irresistible; nobody was wounded 
by it, while it drenched clothes and identified the runaways. 

In 1842 the control of the whole of the Borough police 
force was transferred to the Corporation by Sir Charles Shaw, 
whose term of office expired on the 30th of September 1842. 
Sir Charles was appointed by the government during the 
dispute as to the legality of the Charter of Incorporation. At 
the incorporation of the Borough of Manchester in 1838 Sir 
Charles Shaw was appointed to draw up the boundaries of the 
Borough. In the plan which he published there were thirteen 
toll-bars and bridges, the outer townships also possessed toll-
bars at their boundaries. So numerous were these bars that 
three had to be encountered within three and a half miles of the 
Exchange towards and including Bury New Road. The first was 
Strangeways toll-bar a short distance from Strangeways Hall on 

Sir Charles Shaw was born in Ayr, Scotland in 1795, 
in later life he lived in Bad Homburg vor der Hohe in 
Germany, where he died on the 22nd February 1871. 
As a holder of the Waterloo Medal he was buried 

with military honours. His father was County Clerk in Ayr 
where young Shaw was educated, later attending Aberdeen 
and Edinburgh Universities. He was destined for law but 
chose a military career instead. Shaw was commissioned 
into the 43rd/52nd (Oxfordshire) and (Buckinghamshire) 
Light Infantry as an Ensign by purchase in 1813. Entering the 
army he served in Spain and Belgium, and was at the Battle 
of Waterloo 1815. In 1831 he joined the liberating army of 
Portugal in the Azores and commanded a regiment during the 
whole of the Civil War in Portugal. In 1835 he was appointed 
Brigadier-General of the British Auxiliary Legion in Spain.

Shaw’s Army Career
In 1817 he transferred to the (90th Perthshire) Light Infantry. 

Before joining his new regiment Shaw took leave to travel to 
the continent to further his military education. He enrolled as 
a student in the military department of the Carolinum College 
at Brunswick; he then visited Berlin to observe the Prussian 
Army. He re-joined the 90th Perthshire’s in March 1818, but the 
British Army continued to contact him to return to the British 
Army, and Shaw was back on half-pay again. He returned to 
Edinburgh University and acquired a partnership in a wine 
import business in Leith. In his spare time he acted as Captain-
Commandant of the Leith Sharpshooters, a voluntary unit. In 
1830 Shaw sold his interests in the wine import business to 
travel on the Continent. During the siege of Oporto a British 
resident described Shaw as a feral Liberal of the old covenanter 
type… fired by Dom Pedro’s anti-absolutionist crusades. A 
British volunteer was amused by the Portuguese soldier’s 
long beards, but Shaw’s quite eclipsed all of them, being of 
enormous length, and fiery in appearance as the tail of a comet.   
British Army 1813-1844 
(Captain-Commandant British Volunteers)
Portugal, Liberating Army 1831-1835 
(Lieutenant-Colonel)
Spain, British Auxiliary Legion 1835-1836 
(Brigadier-General)  

Graham Walters shares a profile of a prominent participant in “The Golfers”.

Sir Charles Shaw 1795-1871

charles shaw
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the opposite side of the road; this toll-bar was taken down about 
1859. Proceeding along Bury New Road, about a quarter of a 
mile beyond Bishops Court, under the lofty overhanging trees 
which line the way, there is a quaint cottage on the left-hand 
side. Until 1863 this was the toll house of Kersal Bar, diagonally 
across the junction was the Golf House of the Manchester Golf 
Club. In four years Sir Charles Shaw completed his survey work 
and retired; in 1885 all tolls in Manchester were abolished. 

Sir Charles Shaw - the golfer
Sir Charles Shaw married Louisa Hannah in 1841. She 

was the only daughter of Major Martin Curry of the 67th 
(South Hampshire) regiment of Foot, and they had a son 
Charles Martin Shaw. Sir Charles Shaw may be identified in 

the famous golf picture “THE GOLFERS” by Charles Lees 
in 1847. This may be the only known picture of him. He 
became a member of the R&A on the 22nd of September 
1819 and is listed again in The Golfer’s Year Book in 1866.

He won the R&A Club Medal twice before 1866, and won 
the Gold Medal in 1822 at St Andrews; this was after a tie 
with Sir David Moncrieffe with a score of 113. A Mr Charles 
Shaw won the Gold Medal while a member of the Honourable 
Company of Edinburgh Golfers 1824/1825; this could be the 
same man. He became a member of the Manchester Golf Club 
in1840, and presented the Manchester Golf Club with the 
Shaw Silver Gilt Medal in 1843. This is still played for annually. 
He won the Bannerman Gold Medal on three occasions 1840, 
1841 and 1842 at the Manchester Golf Club (Now Old).

As you can imagine prior to the March issue going to print 
I was more than a little apprehensive about how the magazine 
would look. Of course the change of design of the cover  was 
going to be the most noticeable. Since then I have had to 
spend a lot of time replying to a large number of e-mails.  I 
am pleased to say that they have all been very complimentary 
with a small number containing useful tips. I had one message 
from ‘Down Under’ which was most interesting. The member 
pointed out that while the inside page refers to March 2013 on 
the cover it is ‘Spring’. As he rightly points out it is spring in 
the northern hemisphere (or it should have been!) but autumn 
in the southern hemisphere. I think it is worth recognising 
this fact and simply using the four months of the year in 
which Through the Green is issued. I would like to thank all 
the members who contacted me upon receipt of their March 
Through the Green. It was most encouraging to receive so 
many compliments. which should spur me on As I have not 
been sent any other nice old paintings to use I have once again 
been fortunate to be able to use a Graeme Baxter painting of 
the course which hosts the Open Championship next month. 
Home of the Honourable Company of Edinburgh Golfers - 
Muirfield . I apologise for a number of errors which occurred, 
as I said it was most unlikely that I would have it all correct 
in my first issue. It is hard to explain how a number of them 
happened, such as having a totally wrong date in the title of 
Bob Gowland’s article when the correct date should have been 
1460 and not 1648! I would also apologise to Curt Fredrixon 
for omitting the title to his picture of the iron. Equally in 
the article about Bernard Darwin by placing the pictures 
uniformly at the bottom of the page some text was omitted. 
I am most appreciative of all the contributors who have made 
this a very interesting issue. It is good to have such complete 
communications from Oz and the USA. I apologise to all the 
writers for my shortcomings, which are still quite obvious at 
this stage. I had hoped that this issue might have been better 
but as I write I am under a lot of pressure as I leave for Cali-
fornia for a special holiday that was booked some time ago.

Correspondence

From the editor An epitaph

Seen at a graveyard close to a golf club somewhere in England
Joe Lee missed many a simple putt
He lacked the expert skill
He lied about the pars he got
and here, he is lying still.

I read your note on page 5 of the last issue of Through 
the Green asking members to become more involved and 
I wondered if the enclosed might be of interest. The page is 
taken from my autograph book which I started in 1946 and 
the comment from Henry Longhurst is amusing – he had just 
asked me if I played golf and I told him cricket was my game. 

I cannot remember what the event was but my father 
had been a member of the Stratford on Avon Golf Club for 
many years and was friendly with A R Wheildon who had 
been professional at Moseley Golf Club for 31 years and who 
was appointed Manager of the Stratford Club in October 
1945. I was 13 years old in 1946 and I recollect Whieldon 
organised a group to watch the event at Streetly that summer 
and I assume he introduced me to the various well-known 
golfers who were known to him and who signed my book.

John Chaumeton
Ed. In case you do not recognise the significance of the dates it is 

the year each of the golfers won the Open Championship, except 
for Bobby Locke who was a few years early and was aged 29. 
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When Arnaud Massy won the Open 
Championship in 1907 he was the first golfer 
from outside the British Isles to do so. In 
fact it was to be another seventy-two years 

before another continental European was to achieve the same 
feat when Seve Ballesteros won the Claret Jug in 1979.  BGCS 
member, and a founder member of the European Association 
of Golf Historians and Collectors Jean-Bernard Kazmierczak, 
from Paris, is a most ardent collector of Massy memorabilia. 
In conversation with Gillian and David Kirkwood ‘JBK’ (as 
he is better known) was surprised to learn that Massy was 
buried in Edinburgh and not in France. He died in Etretat 
in Seine Maritime in France in 1950. With this knowledge 
Douglas Seaton, a North Berwick based historian, began 
a search which eventually traced the grave to Newington 
Cemetery. It was totally overgrown and in a very bad state. 
The grave also contained the remains of Massy’s wife, and his 
daughter Margot Hoylake Massy. Overjoyed by the find JBK 
set about the task of raising funds for a new headstone and the 
refurbishment of the site. The European Association launched 
a subscription fund and early support was given by the French 
Golf Federation, The Royal & Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews, 
the BGCS and various members of the EAGHC and the BGCS.
The 23rd of February 2013 saw the culmination of these 
events when a short ceremony took place at the graveside 
for the unveiling of the new headstone. The original wording 
was maintained while the words ‘re-erected by the European 
Association of Golf Historians and Collectors’ were added. At 
the Ceremony the EAGHC were represented by Jean-Bernard 
Kazmierczak, Georges Jeanneau and John Hanna. The BGCS 
was represented by its Captain David Kirkwood, David 
Hamilton, and John Pearson, The R & A Heritage Committee 
was represented by the President of the BGCS Philip Truett, 
and a founder member and Past Captain of the Society, Peter 
Crabtree. Representing the French Golf Federation was 
Francois Illouz, a well-known French amateur golfer who won 

the Scottish Open Stroke-play Championship at Blairgowrie 
in 1989. He is now in the professional ranks. Other members 
of the EAGHC and BGCS who attended included Robin 
Bargmann, Stephan Filanovitch, Huguette Kazmierczak-
Rossi, Vincent Kelly, Czeslaw Kruk, Damir Ritosa, and John 
Still. Relatives of Massy still living in Scotland also attended 
including Hugh Henderson, whose aunt was Janet Punton 
Henderson, the wife of Arnaud Massy. The couple had met 
after the Bairritz-born Massy, the son of a sheep farmer, first 
visited North Berwick as a 21 year old in a bid to improve 
his golfing skills under the tutelage of Ben Sayers. He was 
subsequently granted a professional licence on the town’s West 
Links. Massy had in addition to The Open won the first French 
Open Championship in Paris in 1908, again in the following 
year, as well as in 1911. He won his fourth French title in 1925 
when aged 48. He won both the first Belgian Open in 1911 
and the first Spanish Open in 1912. When he was aged 50 
and 51 he won back to back Spanish Opens in 1927 and 1928 
Altogether Massy won 13 professional tournaments. He also 
won both the Turnberry Open and the Pitlochry Open in 1908.  

After the ceremony Monsieur Pierre-Alain, the Consul 
General de France in Edinburgh and Glasgow, kindly 
offered hospitality in the Consulate. This gave the group 
a chance to mix and discuss the achievements of Arnaud 
Massy in more detail.  This proved to be such a worthwhile 
venture and great credit must be given to Jean-Bernard 
and Douglas Seaton,  not only for their initiative,  but also 
for their persistence in seeing the task through to such 
a satisfactory conclusion.  Truly a memorable occasion!

Arnaud Massy 18 77 - 1950

l to r David Kirkwood, David Hamilton, Georges Jeanneau, 
Philip Truett, Jean-Bernard Kamierczak, Francois Illoux, Hugh 

Henderson and Pierre Alain

Jean Bernard Kazmierzczak 
and the new Arnaud Massy gravestone

arnaud massey
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navigating The British golf Collectors’ 
Web Site

The British Golf Collectors’ Web site has been designed 
to supplement our excellent magazine Through the Green 
and to provide more up-to-date information to our 
members than is possible with four editions per year.

So for the latest information go to https://www.golfcollectors.
co.uk/news

However, it is felt that some members may be a little 
inhibited in accessing the site and require some guidance in 
navigating the web site to get the maximum benefit from it. 

The majority of the site is open to general viewing and was 
designed to be available to all those interested in the history 
of the game and for some specialised research. There is 
however a section which is restricted to members only.

The main menu which runs across the top of the page provides 
links to all the main pages on the site. On some pages there is a sub-
menu towards the top right which provides links to related pages.

Some pages are very long, in which case they become 
“paginated” to allow them to be browsed more easily. When 
this happens, a list of page numbers appears near the top 
which can be clicked to access the other parts of the page.

Site search
The site search is located within the title block and is 

accessed by hovering over the magnifying glass at top right. 
When the search box appears, click into it and enter the 
search term you are looking for. Click GO to start the search.

Search Tips
Results are returned from articles that contain all the search 

terms. Search for an exact phase by enclosing it in quotes. 
Words of 3 characters or less are not searched for unless as part 
of an exact phrase.

Logging in and forgotten password
The pages on the site that are restricted to members of the 

BGCS require you to log in. To log in, enter your username 
(usually your first name and surname separated by a full stop) 
and password where prompted and click the Login button. If 
you click the “Stay Logged In” box then you won’t have to enter 
your details next time and you will be logged in automatically.

Forgotten Password
If you have forgotten your password you can reset 

it by clicking the reminder link. After entering your 
email address on the reminder page you will receive an 
email containing instructions about what to do next.

Members’ Directory and sending private messages
The directory of members is arranged alphabetically 

and shows members’ names, geographical locations 
and collecting interests. It is possible to contact another 
member by clicking on the member’s name in the list 
and sending them a “private message” which is by Email.

Sending a Private Message
The point of the private message is to allow members to be 

listed and contactable without making their contact details 
public. The web site acts as an “introduction agent” by emailing 
the message to the recipient. The sender of the message can elect to 
keep their email address private and still be able to receive a reply. 

Your account
Your account on the site serves two purposes: it enables 

you to log in to members-only pages such as the directory of 
members, and it allows you to keep your contact details and 
interests up to date.
There are two main pages in your account:

Login Details
This page is where you store your email address, 

password and username. These details allow you to log in 
to the site and be reminded of your password if necessary.

Member Details
This page is for all your other details and collecting 

interests. You can choose which details to display in the 
directory for other members to see. It would be helpful 
to keep your details up to date such as when you change 

golf Clubs Wanted

Member is looking for:-
Alex Manderson long nose clubs
Spalding double waterfall F6 or

Wright and Ditson B-8
Offers with photos and estimated prices to

Schmidt.Hubertus@gmx.de 
________________________________________________

Wanted to refurbish, large or small collections of hickory 
clubs, will accept very bad rusted clubs and those with no 

grips.
Phone Robert Neill 07773464116 after 1pm any day

Small Ads
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Golf 
by
John Pearson

As a collector of ceramics of all kinds I have been a reader of 
Shire Books for many years. They have always impressed me 
with the large amount of knowledge contained in them given 
the limited number of pages. John Pearson’s “Golf ” is one of 
their latest editions and it is also a most comprehensive book 
on the history and development of the game of golf. It looks 
first at the early beginnings of golf from 1460 onwards and its 
links to Royalty and even Bonnie Prince Charlie.  Reference is 
also made to the development of the golf ball from the feathery 
to the gutta ball. These changes also impacted on the changes 
which occurred to the golf club.  These enabled many more 
people to play the game as the cost of balls and clubs became less 
expensive. The book follows the playing of golf mainly around 
the Edinburgh and east coast of Scotland to England and later 
its spread worldwide. From 1744 to 1860 John describes the 
formation of clubs and the matches played by the gentry. From 
this point the game begins to centre on the star players of the 
day such as Allan Robertson.  It seems very little is omitted 
and some emphasis is placed on the growth of championships 
and the great golfers, both amateur and professional.
The period around the end of the 19th century sees the growth 
of champions such as the Great Triumvirate and another 
section deals with the emerging of special course architects 
such as Mackenzie and Colt. The final chapter brings the reader 
right up to date looking at all the stars and championships 
from the 1920s to the present day. Golfers such as Tiger Woods 
and Rory McIlroy are not overlooked. This little book, just 
56 pages provides an insight into the world of golf and is a 
valuable addition to the library of the golfer or the collector 
of golf memorabilia.  It is packed with many illustrations and 
photographs. Another nice feature of Shire Books is that they 
give the reader other information about further reading, places 
to visit, addresses of related societies and auctioneers. There is 
a very comprehensive index. Priced at £6.99 it is great value 
and should be available at the outlets where other Shire Books 
are available, or from Shire Books at www.shirebooks.co.uk

Mavis Hanna

Enthusiastic Amateurs 
by 
Allan Jamieson

In Alister Mackenzies seminal book, The Spirit of St 
Andrews, ( a must read book for every serious student of 
golf architecture ) he gave the future golfing world some 
stern advice about how golf club committees should be 
constituted. He, and his fellow directors of the Alwoodley 
Golf Course in Leeds, Yorkshire, had actually acted on 
his advice some 30 years earlier when they formed a 
permanent committee to run the affairs of the new club.

Unaware of Dr MacKenzies thoughts on the crucial matter 
of committee qualifications, and terms of office, the early 
founders of golf clubs in North West Tasmania set out to 
make their own mistakes, albeit with the best of intentions. 
No doubt similar mistakes were made elsewhere in the world. 
Now some 70 years or so later, Allan Jamieson has written a 
cautionary tale about golf club management which borders 
on a technical manual of how not to run a golf club. Allan’s 
working title was ‘The Perils of Lucky Dip Management’ 
and he has written more in sorrow than anger of the 
seemingly endless squabbles that have hindered a small golf 
club in this part of Tasmania from achieving its potential.

Interspersed with a catalogue of perceived errors by sundry 
local notables Allan writes fondly of the early characters 
of the nascent golf clubs who gave colour to the golfing 
scene. Their photographs, and scores, are included to round 
their stories out, however it is the lessons of other peoples 
mistakes that makes this a book that should be read by every 
director of every golf club in Australia, if not the world.                                                                       
(For a copy of this book, £30 approx including airmail postage, 

please contact the author at aoki@southcom.com.au )
Peter Gompertz

BOok Reviews
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-  around the world’. This it most certainly did. There is a very 
interesting final section to the book where previously unknown 
correspondence between the club and Jones in 1958 is revealed. 
There is a good Foreword to the book by Jack Nicklaus.

This is great read and members may recall that there 
was a ‘flyer’ in the March issue of Through the Green 
offering members this book and others from Corinthian 
Books at a discounted price. It normally retails at £16.99.

I Readit

Legendary golf Clubhouses  of he uS and great Britain
by
richard J Diedrich

I was fortunate recently to be given the modern equivalent of 
a book token for Waterstones book shops. It was valued at £40 
and of course I wanted a golf book. Part of the difficulty is 
that there are not that many good new golf books about, and 
most of them I would already have anyway. Still I headed for 
the relevant shelves and as I suspected there were few books 
which I would have purchased. Then my eye caught a single 
large book which was shrink wrapped in cellophane. It was 
the above book. So what could I do. I spoke to a member of 
staff who told me that  he thought I could only take the cover 
off if I was to buy the book. Strange I thought and went ahead 
with my purchase. On opening this book later I have to say I 
was delighted with what I found. This is a glorious book.  It 
is the classic ‘coffee table’ book, full of beautiful photographs 
and much more. Naturally I was disappointed that it did not 
cover Ireland. So many of the clubhouses included will be 
familiar to BGCS members, not only in GB but also in the US.
This is a veritable history of clubhouse architecture beginning 
with the mid-nineteenth century and progressing through 
the early 1930s the clubhouses are chronologically book-
ended by the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews 
nd the Augusta National Golf Club. The book covers forty-
four club houses with slightly more of them being from the 
U S. It is difficult to explain the beauty of this book as it is 
full of fabulous photographs, but it also contains many small 
vignettes of drawings and watercolours. The latter are used to 
show the architectural layouts of the clubhouses in relation 
to the surrounding golf course/s. From the GB perspective 
the clubhouses are quite varied from the Musselburgh Old 
Course to the likes of Stoke Park and Wentworth. For BGCS  
Grail team members memories will be evoked with views 
of  Sleepy Hollow and the St Andrews Golf Club. A fabulous 
book and well worth the money. Try Waterstones for a copy.

John Hanna

It is always a pleasure to pick up a new golf book especially 
when it is written by a member of the BGCS. Bobby’s Open 
is written by Steven Reid who has first-hand knowledge of 
the course in question, as he is a long-standing member and 
Past Captain of Royal Lytham and St Annes. I think the fact 
that he is also currently the Chief Medical Officer of the R 
and A will have given him the medical knowledge to write 
about the psychological pressures facing the golfer at the 
heart of the story who is , of course, the famous Bobby Jones. 
One would have thought that all that could have been written 
about Jones would have, and probably was, been done so in 
the years shortly after his Grand Slam in 1930. Yet here is a 
book written some eighty years after those events which is a 
very fresh and very readable account, not just of one Open 
Championship, but really about one shot which as the sub-
title of the book describes as ‘the Golf Shot which Defined 
a Legend. This is a hardback book first published in 2012, 
consisting of 269 pages filled with most interesting facts. 
There is a centre section with 30 black and white plates.

The opening chapters deal with the earlier trips Jones made 
to Great Britain and describe in some detail he had in dealing 
with the different conditions and also his personal problems 
of self-doubt and nervous tension. One would never believe 
that a golfer of such ability would have been so nervous 
every time he went out to play. The scene then turns to the 
1926 Open Championship at Lytham St Anne’s where there 
are assembled a gathering of the top golfers from both sides 
of the Atlantic.  I liked particularly the chapter on ‘Meet the 
players’ when Steven gives nice pen portraits of the main 
players and these include some facts which were new to 
me. Of course it is Jones the book is about and it tells how 
having already won the U S Open Championship and the 
U S Amateur Championship he arrives at Lytham knowing 
that victory would turn him into golf ’s first superstar. 

The play over the first two days are dealt with leading up to 
the final day when Jones was tied with Melhorn on a score of 
144, Hagen is in second place on 145, and Watrous on 146. 
Given that the players had to play 36 holes on the Friday makes 
the story even more exciting, especially as the players do not 
go out in order of their scores as they do now.  Jones was paired 
with Watrous and by the time they come to the 17th hole they 
are tied. Of course anyone who has had the privilege of playing 
this Open course will have seen, if they tried to cut the corner 
at the 17th will have seen the plaque in the ground which 
marks the spot from which Jones played this miraculous shot. 
Naturally the book deals in some detail with this shot and how 
it affected the outcome of the championship. In discussing 
aspects of the shot Steven Reid describes the shot as the one 
which ’will fire his reputation -  and that of the golf course 

Bobby’s open
Mr Jones and the Golf Shot that Defined a Legend
by
Steven reid


