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Captain’s Letter

Through the Green December 2004

SO WE HAVE COME TO THE END OF 
another full and rewarding season in The 
Society. Through the Green continues to keep 

us mentally stimulated and our fixture list keeps 
us physically active. As always, we have played 
on some excellent courses, some of which we 
anticipated would be good, and others coming 
as a very pleasant surprise. We have always 
been greeted with the utmost respect, and the 
hospitality we have received, particularly from the 
centenary clubs, has been most generous. We have 
also been lucky with the weather. In a summer(?) 
characterised by long bouts of bad weather, we 
have never been truly soaked – two or three days 
when there were short spells of rain but then 
clearing, and a light drizzle for most of the day at 
Highgate, is certainly nothing to complain about. 
It has been a really good year but, inevitably, some 
memories stand out.  The Lady Mayor of Blackpool, 
a slight lady, valiantly trying to raise the Centenary 
Flag in the teeth of an almost gale-force wind; the 
joy of playing at Machynelleth in a lovely setting 
surrounded by hills which could well have been 
in my own Perthshire; the glorious weather and 
superb fun on the days at Piltdown and Walton 

Heath; the enjoyment from watching Roy Hobbis’ 
classic swing outdriving the modern marvels in 
the match against the Senior Golfers’ Society; the 
pleasure of having David Walker back among us 
at Coventry after his long spell of ill-health; the 
frustration, but fun, in trying to cope with the cross-
wind at Rye. Others will have different recollections 
but I am sure they will all be about good company 
and good golf on good courses.
   So put the hickories away, but not before you 
have given the shafts a rub with a cloth and a little 
linseed oil, and cleaned the heads with a touch-up 
with WD40. Make friends again with the members 
of your home club whom you have not seen too 
often during the year, and gird-up your loins for 
the Seniors’ Winter Foursomes.  And when the 
weather is really gloomy, look at next year’s fixture 
list and life will surely be brighter.  You might even 
start whistling ‘Over there! Over there! ... the Yanks 
are coming, the Yanks are coming...’, for it is Grail 
Year again and we extend a warm invitation to 
our American and European members to join us 
in May. We have tried to arrange a good spread 
of courses and locations both for our visitors and 
our ‘homesters’.  In this way we hope that as many 
as possible will want to play in at least one of the 
meetings.   But be warned – the early birds will get 
the games, so prompt bids to David Kirkwood on 
this side of the water and John Crow Miller on the 
other will be necessary.
   As the Society has grown so has the workload 
on your Committee members, and we have been 
looking to improve our administration and so 
reduce this workload.  We therefore intend to 
introduce some new procedures in respect of 
collection and payment of subscriptions, and they 
are described later.  I hope you will appreciate the 
need for these changes that will considerably assist 
our volunteers in keeping the books in good order.
   And so at the end of an eventful year, I wish 
you and yours a very happy Festive Season and 
prosperous New Year and sincerely hope that peace 
will come to all.

     Alan Jackson
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Society NEWS

December 2004 Through the Green

People and Things

Appointments
Congratulations to Ros Weston on her appointment 
as Vice-Chairman of the English Ladies Golf 
Association. I also understand that Ros hit the 
jackpot in a recent internet auction, when she beat 
off fierce competition from the States to land a 
1946 Open Championship programme. Not only 
was this signed by the starter, the 1893 Champion, 
Willie Auchterlonie, but all qualifiers for the last 
day’s play. Including her dad! Well done on both 
counts Ros!

Good to hear that Alan Mann has been elected 
Captain for 2005 at Henry Cotton’s old club, 
Temple. I understand Alan will be forsaking his 
Taylor Made 580 for the drive-in ceremony, and will 
be using a newly-acquired hickory-shafted driver.

The Hickory Grail
The following press release has been received 
from The United States Hickory Grail team. They 
are clearly enlisting quality leadership and seem 
determined to win back the Hickory Grail, won so 
dramatically by the European team at St Andrew’s , 
New York, in September 2003.

The United States Hickory Grail Team is pleased 
to announce its Honorary Captain for 2005 is 
Arnold Palmer.  Captain Chuck McMullin is 
preparing his troops to travel to Kilspindie in 
May of 2005, in order to wrest the Hickory Grail 
from the clutches of the Esteemed and Worthy 
Opposition. Enquiries concerning the United 
States Team should be directed to the Secretary, 
John Crow Miller, at jmiller@hrepc.com

Hmmm!!!!   

The Pleasures of Uncertainty
Archie Baird kindly sent in cuttings from a recent 
issue of the American golf magazine Links. It 
featured an interesting editorial by David Gould 
bemoaning the sameness of American course 
designs as a result of modern architects seeking 
to eliminate chance as an integral element of play, 
and hankering after the ‘bouncy, baffling, swerving, 
heaving, semi-blind golf holes of the early British 
links’, based on original topography. 

Then in a second article, Bob Labbance, 
Editor of the GCS Bulletin, extols the delights 
and uncertainties of hickory golf, featuring a 
photograph of several BGCS members at a misty St 
Andrew’s, Hastings on the Hudson, awaiting their 
turn in the singles matches last September.

Margaret Hobbs
Good to speak to Margaret Hobbs the other day, 
who tells me she has been hors de combat as a result 
of a couple of hip operations. She was about to go 
out on a ten-mile hike, so it sounds as if the new 
joints are working properly. And she’s even been 
seen on the practice ground for the first time in over 
a year. We look forward to seeing you on the links 
again soon, Margaret.

Musselburgh Old Links
Sharp-eyed members may have spotted two long 
magazine articles on the history, decline, and recent 
redevelopment of the ancient Musselburgh Links. 
BGCS member, Musselburgh Old Course GC Hon 
Sec and active campaigner for the Links, Lionel 
Freedman, features prominently in summer issues 
of World Golfer, and Golf and Travel.

Lionel has led the rapprochement with East 
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Lothian District Council, landlords of the Links, 
who have recognised their great heritage value and 
supported the purchase and refurbishment of the 
former  clubhouse of the (Royal) Burgess Golf Club. 
This is now the proud home of the Musselburgh 
Old Course Golf Club, the site of our annual Spring 
hickory foursomes competition for the George 
Colville Memorial Trophy, and the venue for the 
memorable after-match dinner following the 2003 
BGCS England v Scotland encounter. With Lionel’s 
guidance, there is now a growing hire trade in 
short sets of hickory clubs, for visitor play over the 
Links.

2004 has seen formal agreement from the Council 
to lay down a further nine holes, an additional short 
course, and a practice ground on reclaimed land 
adjoining the Old Course. The Council has had the 
foresight to recruit Donald Steel as architect for the 
work, which Lionel hopes will complete in two to 
three years time.

One possible cloud on the horizon is the 
investigation, reported in the local press, also 
being undertaken into the possibility of converting 
the ancient Musselburgh race-course into an all-
weather track. As well as changing the running 
surface from grass into the all-weather surface, a 
number of floodlighting pylons will be needed, 
together with a leftwards displacement of the first 
green and a shortening of the Pandemonium hole. 
The Club is active in minimising impact on the 
course and we wish them well in their discussions 
with the Council.

A new website for old golf books
As we all know so well, old, out-of-print and rare 
golf books are normally hard to find. But a website 
newly set up by Michael Cole, a former bookseller 
based in York, has now made it far easier. This 
special golfing website lists a changing selection 
of some 4,000 books published between about 
1860 and 2000 and ranging in price from £4 to over 
£1,000.

 An easy-to-use keyword-search facility lets 
you home in quickly on books on any aspect of 
golf that interests you. For example, searching for 
‘Golf+Scotland’ produces 140 items within a few 
seconds. Buyers are linked direct to the individual 
booksellers offering the books for sale.

The address is www.oldgolfbooks.com   

Events

Midlands Summer/Autumn Meeting. Coventry GC.
29 members and their guests played in this, the 
final fixture of the 2004 campaign, the Summer/
Autumn meeting at Coventry (Finham) Golf 
Club. Other BGCS members from the North, South 
West and South East participated, as did John 
Dallow, President of Coventry Golf Club.  Due to 
the recent inclement weather, the course played 
long and scoring was always going to be difficult.  
The winner with an exceptional score of 36 points, 
scoring 76 gross off his 5 handicap was Society 
President John Beharrell.  John Weston (19) and 
Terry Stacey (9) came 2nd and 3rd with 33 points 
after countback.  The best hickory score was from  
Geoff Pook with 28 points (79 gross).  Ros Weston 
won the ladies prize.  

Following dinner, the Midlands Captain, Dick 
Durran gave his retiring speech and overview of 
the past two years’ activities, and duly handed over 
the captain’s reins to John Mullock. John Dallow 
then gave a short talk on the 117-year history of 
Coventry GC including the move to its present 
course at Finham in 1913 to a design by Harry and 
Tom Vardon. 

England v Scotland Hickories Match. Berwick GC 
Tourist brochures talk about Northumberland as 
the land of saints and battlefields, referring back 
to the Dark Ages when Cuthbert and his followers 
founded the monastery on Holy Island, and to the 
subsequent centuries when the flat coastal strip 
was the strategic thoroughfare between England 
and Scotland, and the site of a number of major 
disagreements. The coast between Berwick to the 
north, and Seahouses, opposite the Farne Isles, and 
twenty miles to the south, could house a dozen fine 
links courses. And there, some seven miles south of 
Berwick, came the respective Scottish and English 
BGCS teams on the 2nd of September, for the ninth 
annual international match.  These are no ancient 
links; there is no heather, gorse or scrub at Goswick 
– just spikey marram and fine fescues holding the 
sand sufficiently for a good springy golfing turf. 
The Club has played here since 1890, and Braid laid 
out the current course in the ‘20s. At 6700 yards, 
and an intimidating 6400 off the yellow tees, this is 
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a big course. Greens were firm and fast and the stiff 
westerly breeze was especially testing. 

Early matches were closely contested, but the 
tail wagged strongly to bring in a convincing 7/2 
winning margin for the home team. After three 
previous successive defeats the verbosity of the 
English captain could perhaps be excused, though 
not his overweening smugness. 

Nevertheless, both teams and their faithful 
supporters enjoyed a fine meal in the Clubhouse 
and lingered noisily in the bar.

Results (English names first):

MN Hutchinson & T Tew  lost to SJ Patrick & JS Forson
AR Thorpe & CJ Homer bt JM Still & HR Ewan

JO Pearson & PA Truett lost to WKJ Tanner & DW Kirkwood
KH Bilbie & ARJ Mullock bt E Morgan & EDD Bell

JR Lambert & R Carr bt AF Jackson & J Rigg
G Walters & RH Mann bt HJ Ward & LD Freedman

D Moore & A Sowerby bt A Baird & W McCall

Hickory Match v Gainsborough GC
After a previous day of unrelenting rain, we 
descended hopefully rather than expectantly, on the 
Lincolnshire market town of Gainsborough for a 
match against the long-established club at Thonock 
Park. The rain had cleared and the weather was 
sunny and blustery as we approached an enormous 
clubhouse that Rod Lambert swore had been a black 
shed the last time he visited it with his dad.  No 
shed this, more an American East Coast Country 
Club. And not just one but two courses: the original 
eighteen holes over the historic Thonock Park links; 

and a new eighteen, the Karsten Lakes course, 
approaching 7000 yards, laid out by Neil Coles. 
Much of the development was due to the largesse 
of Karsten Solheim, whose PING UK headquarters 
are in Gainsborough, and who has bought out the 
Club, but, as benevolent proprietor, allows it to 
retain management autonomy. 

We played our fourball match against the Club 
over the original course and its 6266 yards were a 
severe test for our hickories. Long carries from the 
back tees and some very clinging rough made things 
difficult on what was a surprisingly undulating 
course. The short and picturesque Fourteenth across 
a lake, and the long curving Eighteenth, finishing 
underneath the enormous picture windows of the 
clubhouse, were particularly memorable. Despite 
one or two good performances, the Society went 
down six matches to three.

After a sumptuous meal, we returned to one of 
the conference rooms for a fascinating presentation 
on the history of Karsten Solheim and Ping, 
and on the particular cast-moulding technology 
he developed for his irons and putters. It was 
surprising to some of us to learn just how much 
laborious and craft-oriented the process is, gearing 
ultimately to product quality. A lively but good-
natured discussion ensued with Geoff Appleton, 
Technical Officer to Ping UK, and Consultant to 
the European Tour, on the effect of technology on 
golf. This had to be called to a halt by our Captain, 
to enable John Pearson to review some 19th Century 
technology exemplified by a (modern) feathery ball, 
a worm-eaten McEwan long-nose, and some rusty 
irons.  

Centenary Hickory Match v Hull GC
The Society sent a team of twelve for a hickory match 
against Hull GC on Thursday, 8th of September, as 
part of the Club’s centenary celebrations. The 6260 
yards course was designed by Braid in the 1920s.  
Its tight tree-lined fairways provided a real test that 
our extra strokes and Sunningdale adjustments 
were unable to compensate for, although we did 
manage to win a couple of matches. The weather 
was sunny, breezy and extremely pleasant. 

We were royally entertained afterwards in the 
splendid clubhouse, and generously presented 
with miniatures of the Club malt, and the excellent 
centenary history. 

Teams assemble on the Goswick putting green
before the Engand/Scotland match
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Both Club and Society members brought along 
a few items for us to pontificate over in a show and 
tell session afterwards.

Nice people. A good day.

English Hickory Championship at Rye GC
The seventh English Hickory Championship took 
place at Rye on Friday, the 8th of October. The 
weather was just about warm enough for shirt-
sleeves, although a stiff northeasterly made most of 
us grateful for our jackets. 

Numbers were up from last year’s eighteen to 
a respectable 30, an impressive majority of whom 
were single-figure men. The course was firm, and 
the greens slick and inviting of the three putt. We 
played off white tees and the cross-wind on most 
of the holes demanded, and did not always get, 
accurate striking. This all made for difficult scoring, 
so Campbell Boal’s 78 showed real merit to win the 
Tony Hawkins Trophy for best scratch. Winner of the 
Founder’s Salver and English Hickory Champion 
2004, was Clive Mitchell, with 32 hard-wrought 
points, closely followed by Giles Brealy’s 30.

Then the usual sublime pleasure of sitting with 
long drinks on the Rye terrace, sheltered from 
the wind and ideally placed to judge incoming 
approaches to the Eighteenth. And off to the historic 
George Hotel in the High Street, so hospitable in the 
chandeliered elegance of its upstairs dining room. 

This was another outstanding fixture, and we 
duly thanked Tony Lloyd, the Rye Captain, for 
our golf, and Tim Smartt, for his usual excellent 
arrangements.

Annual Hickory Match v Clapham Common GS
The last match of the season was the traditional 
fixture with hickories against Clapham Common 
GS over the historic links at Mitcham Common, 
South London, on the afternoon of Thursday, the 
14th of October. 

Philip Truett assembled a strong team of fourteen 
Southern enthusiasts, including new member Colin 
McKee, and one guest. Philip allocated a miserly 
four additional shots to compensate for the wooden 
shafts, plus Sunningdale adjustment for any pairing 
of either side falling behind by more than two holes. 
Instead of playing holes out to the Eighteenth, an 
innovation was to play the byes for an additional 
quarter point. This seems to have done the trick, for 
with three matches halved, and the other four being 
shared between the two sides, the Society managed 
to win the only bye with a conclusion, to triumph 
by the narrowest of margins.

Our success was celebrated in the clubhouse, 
with generous libations and the usual ribaldry. 

BGCS v Hull GC, Kirkella, 3rd September

Clive Mitchell, English Hickory Champion 2005

Scottish Matchplay Competition
Hamish Ewan is the new Scottish Matchplay 
Champion, after beating Jim Colville by 2/1 over 
the Pitlochry course. The match was played in 
blustery but sunny conditions; both players enjoyed 
the marvellous views over the Trossachs. Hamish 
was delighted to receive as his prize, a framed print 
of John Smart’s painting of ‘Pandy’
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Remembering Bob Ironside

THE SOCIETY LOST a distinguished 
member in May in the person of WMS (Bob) 
Ironside.

Bob was born in 1923 at Invergordon in 
Invernessshire, and educated at Robert Gordon’s 
College, Aberdeen and Aberdeen University, where 
he graduated MB ChB in 1945. 

He excelled at sports, gaining blues at rugby, 
golf and swimming, and representing Scottish 
Universities at all three. 

A talented student, he was awarded his FRCS 
from Edinburgh in 1953, immediately followed by  
Fulbright Scholarship to the University of Chicago. 
Despite prospects of a glittering career in the States, 
he returned to the UK, settled in the Huddersfield 
area and established a specialist facility for Ear, 
Nose and Throat surgery. His particular expertise 
was in microsurgery of the ear and he was in great 
demand throughout his career as a speaker at 
international conferences. Bob was also proud of 
a long spell in the Chairmanship of the Otology 
Section of the Royal Society of Medicine.

Bob still played golf to a scratch handicap into 

his 40s, and although his appearances for Yorkshire 
were curtailed by professional pressures, he was 
a member of the Huddersfield GC team that won 
the Yorkshire First Division Championship in 1966 
and 1974. Bob was also a member of the R&A and 
had a glorious year in 1971 when he won both the 
Bombay and George Glennie medals – the latter 
for best aggregate gross score at the Spring and 
Autumn meetings. 

As a collector, he concentrated on memorabilia 
associated with the Huddersfield Club – particularly 
clubs made by Peter McEwan, Sandy Herd and 
John Fallon. He prepared a short history of the 
Club for internal distribution on the occasion of the 
Club’s centenary in 1991, and took great pleasure 
in the recent installation of a display cabinet in the 
Clubhouse, containing much of his collection. 

Also a member of the Senior Golfers’ Society, 
he was a keen tourist to North America, where he 
enjoyed playing in triangular matches against the 
USA and Canada.

He is survived by his wife, Joyce, his daughters 
Patricia and Fiona, and stepsons Johnny and Andy. 
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Golf Philately and a 250th Birthday

AS BGCS MEMBERS WE ARE VERY 
DIVERSE in our collecting interests 
– some are quite exclusive and focus very 

narrowly, whereas others are more eclectic. The 
main thrust of my own collecting is golf-related 
philately, and one aim of this article is to show that 
‘philately’ can be much more than merely collecting 
stamps. Another aim is to share in, and record, 
the celebrations, through philately, of the 250th 
anniversary of the R&A. These aims can be realised 

by illustrating the meter stamps used by the R&A 
during its anniversary year 2004. What, you ask, are 
meter stamps? Well, read on!

A meter stamp is the printed impression applied 
to any class of mail to pay the postage, and this 
impression is printed by a meter machine. Before 
producing any metered mail, the mailer must 
obtain a licence from the Post Office, and a meter 
machine. The licence and the machine numbers 
will be registered with the Post Office. The meter 
stamp is composed of different elements: the frank 
(amount of postage) and the postmark (the location 
and date) are fundamentals and there may be an 
optional third element – the slogan – located to 
the left of the postmark. The optional slogan may 
be written or pictorial, or a combination of these. 
During 2004 the R&A issued a number of different 
meter stamps. Fig 1 shows the familiar boxed return 
address slogan with the crest of the R&A. The 
licence number of the meter stamp is shown at the 
base of the frank, and the location of the origin is St 
Andrews in the Kingdom of Fife (postmark).
Fig 2 is the first type of R&A meter stamp to celebrate 
the fact that 2004 is a special year in its history. The 

Eiron Morgan 
delights in the variety of meter stamps celebrating this year’s R&A anniversary 

Fig 1

Fig 2

Fig 3
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slogan consists of the R&A crest placed above the 
year date 1754 – the year of its foundation. The 
return address has been relocated to an upper right 
or lower right corner of the cover (envelope!)

The third type of meter stamp is shown in Fig 
3. This shows the full front of a cover. The frank, 
postmark and crest are similar to those in Fig 2, but 
there is the additional notation 250th Anniversary, 
14th May 2004.  

As collectors we strive to acquire artefacts that 
are old, as these are clearly part of our golfing 
heritage and should be recorded and preserved. 
So much that is modern is mass-produced and 
we are, at times, less enthusiastic about collecting 
them. However, not all that is contemporary is 
necessarily ‘cheap and nasty’. Look again at Fig 
3; look carefully! Note the date in the postmark: 
14.05.05, the actual day of the anniversary. This is 
not just an example of a meter stamp with slogan; 
it is also an SEC (Special Event Cover). No doubt 
there were hundreds of these sent out from the R&A Fig 4

offices, but how many survived being consigned to 
the wastepaper bin? How many will be displayed 
in collections in 2054 or 2104? This is an example of 
a very recent golfing artefact that is already being 
sought after as a collectable.

Not only has 2004 been a special year for the 
R&A, but its administrators have also made it an 
interesting and rewarding year for golf philatelists. 

I conclude with a slight diversion, but still 
apposite to the theme of meter stamps. In Britain 
their number and variety have increased greatly 
during the last four years or so. One golf club that I 
know – and there may well be others – changes its 
meter stamp at this time each year and Fig 4 is an 
example which I hope will give you pleasure.

2005 AGM

BRITISH GOLF COLLECTORS’ SOCIETY 
2005 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Advance notice to all Members/Overseas 
Associates of the British Golf Collectors Society.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 2005 
Annual General Meeting of the British 
Golf Collectors’ Society will be held at 

the Royal Liverpool Golf Club, Hoylake, Cheshire 
on Friday 22 April 2005 at 6.45 pm.  The formal 
notice of the meeting setting out the business to be 
transacted will be sent out to members in March 
2005.

Members’ attention is drawn to the fact that the 
officers and two committee members shall retire 
by rotation at the 2005 Annual General Meeting 
but shall be eligible for re-election. An election of 
officers and committee members will be held at that 
meeting. 

All the officers and committee members are 

eligible and willing to be re-elected. Peter Heath will 
have completed his membership of the Committee 
as immediate past-Captain and will retire from the 
Committee. Members are reminded that any full 
member of at least three years standing may be 
proposed for election to the Committee provided 
that at least 35 days prior to the commencement of 
the Annual General Meeting a written nomination 
signed by the proposer and a seconder of the 
nominee and bearing a statement signed by the 
nominee to the effect that if elected the nominee 
is willing to accept office shall be delivered to 
Anthony Thorpe, Honorary Secretary of the British 
Golf Collectors Society, Muirfield, 22 Cherry Tree 
Close, Brinsley, Nottingham, NG16 4LG,  no later 
than 1 March 2005.

By order of the Committee.

     AR Thorpe 
     Honorary Secretary
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CHARLES MACKENZIE WAS BORN at 
Normanton, Yorkshire in 1872. He was the 
fourth child of William and Mary, and had 

a deceased sister Mary, born in 1869, and two older 
brothers, Alister (1870) and William (1871). Later, 
his parents had two further daughters – Marion 
(1873) and Mabel.

Charles was educated at Queen Elizabeth 
Grammar School, Wakefield, and later at military 
college. He then followed his elder brother William 
into the British Army, serving 21 years, and rising to 
the rank of Major

Upon regaining his civilian status, he teamed up 
with James Nicholson to form CA Mackenzie & Co 
in 1909. The firm operated as landscape construction 
contractors for gardens, croquet lawns, golf courses 
and tennis courts, using engineering expertise that 
Charles had picked up in his military career. 

In 1912, Robert Hunter was making a tour of 
classic British courses, identifying some of the 
principles that would help him write his classic 
volume The Links in 1926. Harry Colt introduced 
him to both Alister and Charles, – a contact that 
was to prove important for each of them in their 
later careers. 

And then in 1914, at the outbreak of the Great 
War, Charles, as a 42-year-old reservist, returned to 
the Army. He was wounded whilst serving on the 
Western Front, repatriated to England, and awarded 
the Military Cross and a medical discharge. He and 
his wife left for Canada in 1915 to recuperate, where 
they became wheat farmers in Saskatchewan. They 
returned to England after the Armistice and settled 
in Harrogate. Charles resumed his involvement 
with James Nicholson, in CA Mackenzie & Co.

Over this period, he appears to have constructed 
a number of courses designed by his brother Alister, 
seeking, and obtaining testimonials from satisfied 
customers as part of his publicity strategy. This has 
led to useful information on some of the contracts 
he undertook in the early 1920s, but also introduced 
a measure of confusion to future club historians 

Charles Mackenzie has perhaps been overshadowed by his more famous brother, Alister.
 John Scarth removes some of the confusion and reveals a course architect in his own right

as to the identities of the respective brothers. The 
following is typical from the Chairman of the 
Greens Committee at Didsbury:

… So far as your work connected with the 
construction work at Didsbury is concerned, I 
personally am more than satisfied. In fact a great 
part of it has been a revelation to me and others 
of the committee. The speed at which the work of 
turf-laying has been accomplished over large areas 
of unpromising ground, has been astonishing, 
and I feel it is in no small measure due to your Mr 
Nicholson’s wonderful personality and ability to 
get the best out of the men working under him. I 
feel sure that any work undertaken by you, will do 
you credit, and give satisfaction, and I wish you 
the best of luck…. 

And yet, in the Didsbury centenary history, CA 
Mackenzie was perhaps understandably described 
as ‘the celebrated golf course architect, famous 
for his terraced greens’. Other testimonials were 
received in 1921 from Bramhall Park, Withington, 
South Leeds and Pitreavie Golf Clubs.

Another example of the co-operation between 
the two brothers at this time, occurred on the 
project to reconstruct the Sutton Coldfield course 
in 1922/23. The design work and initial contact 
with the Club was all done through Alister, but the 
construction was supervised by a Mr Caffrey, who 
worked for CA Mackenzie & Company.

The scale of fees around this time was based on a 
mark-up on  labour and materials costs:

On and over £1000   10%
Over £500 and under £1000  121/2%  
On £500 and under   15%

An additional 2% on the money expended, was 
charged for the use of tools as well as fees for 
travel and out of pocket expenses. The firm was 
headquartered at 12 Grange Court, Headingley, 
Leeds. However, at the end of June 1923, Jim 
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Charles Atkinson Mackenzie
Golf Course Constructor and Architect
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Nicholson retired. 
This coincided with the break up of the loose 

partnership in golf course design that had existed 
between Alister, Harry Colt and Hugh Alison and 
in July 1923 the two brothers formerly merged 
their design and construction interests through the 
dissolution of CA Mackenzie & Company, and the 
formation of the British Golf Course Construction 
Company.  The two Mackenzie brothers and their 
respective wives became directors.

In 1925, pre-dating Alister’s celebrated trip 
to Australasia and America, Charles was asked 
by Robert Hunter to visit California. Hunter had 
been asked by the Del Monte Golf Club to redesign 
and construct two greens at its Pebble Beach Golf 
Course. Hunter sought the best, and having met 
Charles over a dozen years previously, and as 
cost was not a problem, he got in contact. Whilst 
undertaking this work, Hunter was also asked 
to reconstruct all eighteen greens at Monterey 
Peninsula Country Club’s Dunes Course at very 
short notice. Again, Charles was up to the task in 
organising and directing local labour. Later, Charles 
was requested by Chandler Egan to design and 
construct the greens at Lake Oswego Golf Club, 
after which he visited Perry Maxwell on the East 

Coast. 
These contacts resulted in Charles’ incorporating 

the American Golf Course Construction Company, 
with Robert Hunter, Robert Hunter Jnr, Charles 
and Alister as directors. Robert Hunter Jnr, who 
had worked with Charles on the construction 
of greens on the West Coast, was appointed 
Managing Director. Charles also negotiated a 
design partnership agreement for Alister, with 
Perry Maxwell. 

Charles returned home to find uncertain business 
conditions, and Alister preparing for his first 
extended business tour to Australia, New Zealand 
and West Coast USA. A contemporary article in Golf 
Illustrated suggested that trading conditions were 
unpropitious due to industrial unrest (the General 
Strike had been in May, and the miners were still 
out in the autumn). He left in October 1926.

Alister returned to Britain the following year, 
but increasingly saw his future in the USA. It was a 
period of chaos in his personal life and he obtained 
a divorce from his wife in 1929. This caused major 
disruption within the family, and a complete 
rupture in the business relationship between the 
two Mackenzie brothers. They agreed to split their 
interests, Alister withdrawing from the British 

The famous eighth green at Pebble Beach, relaid  by  Charles Mackenzie and Robert Hunter
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company and Charles leaving the American one.
Charles had meanwhile been appointed a 

director of the newly-opened Sand Moor Golf Club 
in North Leeds. Also, in late 1928, he was appointed 
Chairman of the Greens for the committee 
organising the Ryder Cup over the Moortown 
Golf Club’s course (next door to Sand Moor) in the 
spring of 1929.  

Perhaps the project that best illustrated the 
changing working relationship between Charles 
and Alister in the late 1920s was the design and 
construction of the Bingley and St Ives course  over 
the period 1927-30. 

Bingley Urban District Council purchased the St 
Ives Estate in 1926-27. The Board of Greenkeeping 
Research had been formed around this time, with 
officers and trial grounds established on the estate. 
This was a prestige project on mature heathland and 
pine woodlands. State of the art expertise was on 
hand from the Board of Greenkeeping with support 
from the R&A and the English Golf Union.

Alister had designed three loops of nine holes in 
1927, for which approval was given for construction, 
in 1929. Unsurprisingly, the BGCCC was awarded 
the contract. By the time the construction started 
in 1930, Alister and Charles were estranged, with 
Alister permanently resident in the USA. Charles 
was involved in designing and constructing another 
nine holes in 1935 as a low-cost employment project. 
They were said not to be of a high design standard, 
due to cost constraints, and most of them were 
lost to developments in power infrastructure and 
agriculture, during the Second World War.

Correspondence and/or minutes from the 
respective clubs indicate that Charles, now in his 
sixties, moved into full design and construction 

mode with new course projects at Fulford, York 
and Rungsted, Denmark. Gone were the trademark 
contoured and tiered greens, possibly due to the flat 
nature of the two courses. Instead, and particularly 
at Rungsted, the greens were low at the front, 
rising towards the rear. Another Mackenzie course 
that would seem to be to a design by Charles, was 
Scarcroft, between Leeds and Harrogate, which 
was also constructed in the mid-1930s, and opened 
in 1937.

Charles Atkinson Mackenzie is credited with 
designing or constructing the following courses:

South Shields, Tyneside
Withington, Manchester
Bramhall Park, Cheshire
Teignmouth, Devon
South Leeds
Temple Newsham Municipal, 
Leeds
Stanley Park, Blackpool
Seaton Carew, Teesside
Sand Moor, Leeds
Ravensworth, Tyne and Wear
Branshaw, Yorkshire

Bingley St Ives, Yorkshire
Fulford, York

Pannal, Harrogate

Rungsted, Denmark

Scarcroft, Yorkshire

1913 (?Construction)
1921 Construction
1921 Construction
1923 Construction
1923 Construction
1023 Construction

1923 Construction
1924 Construction
1924 Administration
1925 Construction 
1925 Construction 
(and ?design?)
1930 Construction
1934-38 Design and 
Construction
1935 Redesign and 
Construction
1935 Design and 
Construction
1937 ?Design and 
Construction? 

References and Sources

Archivists, historians and management at clubs 
concerned

Golfing: October 1923, article by Dr A Mackenzie

Golf Illustrated: news item on 1 October 1926

The Fairway: article in November 1928. Dr A Mackenzie’s 
first visit to USA

The Links: Robert Hunter. Charles Scribner, 1926

Golfing Architecture: Dr A Mackenzie. Simpkin, Marshall, 
Hamilton, Kent & Co, 1920

Golf Architecture in America: George C Thomas. Times 
Mirror Press. 1927

The Life and Work of Dr Alister Mackenzie: Doak, Scott 
and Haddock. Sleeping Bear Press, 2001

Earthmoving equipment around 1920
- a horse and a scraper
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From Japan ...
Our narrow, mountainous Japanese islands range 
from Hokkaido in the North, at 46°N to Okinawa 
in the South, at 26°N. Many of the hilly stretches 
are  covered with long stretches of forest, with 
most of the population and our 2000 golf courses 
confined to thin strips of flatter land around the 
coast.

The Japanese pro tour starts in the South in the 
Spring, moves north in the Summer, and then back 
south in the autumn, with the final tournament in 
Okinawa in December. 

Snow is frequent in the northern winter, 
although we are still able to play in the South, 
including the Greater Tokyo area. 

I had the pleasure of a game one Christmas 
Day on my home course. We started at 7am on a 
fine crisp day, with no wind. The fairways were 
frozen brown and difficult to hit, while the greens 
were concrete hard and very fast. Not the easiest of 
conditions. 

But we enjoyed our beer in the Nineteenth 
afterwards!

Good golfing and merry Christmas to all my 
BGCS friends!

    Hiro Ishikawa 

From Oz ...
Greetings from sunnier climes where Christmas 
fare consists of lobster, prawns and exotic fruits 
on or near the beach. Sadly the collecting scene is 
nowhere near as promising with only the odd, very 
expensive, and barely significant golf collectable 
appearing at auctions or shops; and the less said 
about the paucity of postcard fairs the better.

However there are compensations in that in 
Melbourne there is a thriving Golf Society of 
Australia, which pre-dates the BGCS by several 
years and the accent is very much on the history 
rather then the collecting. Hickory matches are 
played for fun and dinner meetings are held from 
time to time at well-known clubs with interesting 
guest speakers. A dinner meeting at Royal 
Melbourne in July was attended by 44 members 
with 54 guests who included an Olympic marathon 

runner from yesteryear and Paul Daley, author of 
a couple of visually stunning books on Links and 
Sandbelt golf. The guest speaker was John Carroll, 
Professor of Sociology at Latrobe University and 
sometime caddy/golfing partner of Michael 
Clayton who is Vice President of the Society, 
and was for several years a leading member of 
the Australian contingent on the European tour. 
Professor Carroll’s theme was that golf is a parable 
for life (he hasn’t seen my swing) with its origins in 
Calvinism – it’s not what you do but how you do 
it – with the occasional sublime moment resulting 
from hitting one good shot. He avowed that, for 
some people, golf has replaced religion except 
that he then offered that the game is meditation, 
manners, silence and zen-like discipline with rare 
moments of grace. Some present took issue with 
some points he raised so there was a very lively 
question and answer session before we all left for 
home, making silent vows that we would slow our 
swing down.

And finally, don’t tell our American cousins, 
but an Australian company has set up a new golf 
course that stretches across a distance twice as 
wide as Texas! – it is called the Nullarbor Links 
and wends its way 900 miles (Lands End to John 
O’Groats?) across the Nullarbor plain from Port 
Augusta to Western Australia. There are eighteen 
‘roadhouses’ along the road consisting of a service 
station, a motel, a pub and a cafe attached to which 
are eighteen golf holes, with oil and sand ‘browns’. 
Mad golfers (are there any other kinds?) drive to 
the first roadhouse, enjoy a couple of beers and 
then hit off. When they have completed the hole 
they get back into their car and drive as much as 
180 miles to the next tee. Sounds like fun to me.

    See you later
  The Mad Pom (aka Peter Gompertz)

From New Zealand ...
As you sit down to your Christmas Dinner and 
enjoy a well-earned drink, Christmas Day will be 
over for me and, as Professional, I will be a few 
hours away from another 6.30 am start to service 

Christmas Greetings

13



Through the Green December 2004

the rush of holiday golfers here at Queenstown 
Golf Club, Otago, New Zealand. The days are now 
stretching into eighteen hours of daylight and if 
fitness is sound, then three rounds a day is not out 
of the question. Golf here in NZ is still very much 
available to all and even at the most prestigious of 
clubs the fees are mind-bogglingly low. Here at QT 
a round will set you back less than £20NZ. With 
the executive hire and an electric cart it tops out at 
£53NZ and that’s not a printing error.

Golf has always been accessible to kiwis from 
its very early days. With the golf boom in the 
60s and 70s golf courses sprang up both in local 
farming communities and in the cities. With a 
current total of around 400, the supply has never 
outstripped demand. There is a wide range of 
course quality, and golf in NZ is still a sport that 
is played for twelve months of the year by all age 
groups.

Club membership numbers are stationary and 
so are the yearly subscriptions. Here at QT a year’s 
golf will set you back £130NZ – not bad for a 
course ranked the seventh most picturesque in the 
world. And the joining fee is only £20NZ! Most of 
our visitors who come along for a month’s holiday 
join as members.

A golfing odyssey in NZ is a great break from 
the northern hemisphere winter – just ask any 
mates who may have been. And if you happen to 
trek into Queenstown give me a call – but bring me 
some books! They are very hard to get hold of.

We wish all BGCS members a prosperous and 
safe festive season,
 
     Allan McKay
     Professional, 
    Queenstown Golf Club

      
From South Africa ...  
I bring greetings from the members of the Society 
in South Africa, sadly only two of us!  There are 
no doubt other collectors of golfing memorabilia 
in this country but apparently none that wants to 
make himself known and join the fellowship.   

I bring greetings too from my club, Royal Cape, the 
mother club in South Africa founded in November 
1885 by Lieut-Gen Sir Henry Torrens, OC Her 
Majesty’s forces at the Cape. The Club has a rich 
well-documented history, much of it centred round 
the extraordinary characters that were attracted to 
the game in those very early years. One such is the 
Vicomte de Montmort. His story makes wonderful 
reading.

The Vicomte’s decision to accept the invitation 
to join the fledgling Cape Golf Club early in 
1886 was no doubt influenced by the fact of  
Gen. Torrens being so directly involved in its 
foundation. The Vicomte was not a professional 
soldier.  He was, however, a very enthusiastic 
amateur and, as a self-styled major, was OC the 
Cape Garrison Artillery, a private company which 
he himself had established and financed. He would 
most certainly have wanted to be associated in  
any  way  possible with the military hierarchy in 
Cape Town, even if it meant taking up golf! An 
added advantage was that the first course was laid 
out within the grounds of the Wynberg military 
camp on Waterloo Green.

The Vicomte applied himself to this unfamiliar 
and somewhat complex activity with great energy. 
When the Club’s first competition was played on 

The earliest photograph of golf being played in South 
Africa, Waterloo Green 1886.  Gen. Torrens on the tee  

watched by Col. Curtis (OC HM Cavalry in Natal) and 
Dr Gill, Astronomer Royal
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21st August 1886, he was one of twelve competitors, 
all playing off scratch. He scored 144 and tied for 
last place. It was a slow beginning. Following this 
first trial event, handicaps were allocated and the 
first medal competition proper was played on 
the 4th of September. The Vicomte was allowed 
a handicap of 30 but was still battling. His gross 
156 less 30 placed him last again. For the October 
Medal his handicap was moved to 36 but, in spite 
of a marginally improved gross 153, his 117 net 
saw him finish stone last yet again.

Somewhat discouraged by this lack of 
improvement, the Vicomte was not seen on 
the links for a while. However, in January 1887 
everything changed. A new system was introduced 
whereby handicaps were ‘formed from the actual 
returns rendered by competitors’ .  The Vicomte was 
given a handicap of 58 and with it a new lease of 
life. 

He practised like mad and started to show 
distinct signs of improvement. On 5th February 
1887 he returned a gross 138, his best ever at that 
time, and his net 80 gave him a share of third place. 
Things were definitely starting to happen! 

His finest hour came in the medal competition 
played on 5th March. Still playing off 58, he scored 
a gross 130 for a net 72 and won the medal by a 
comfortable four shots. The Argus reported, ‘We 
are glad to see that Count de Montmort proved 
successful in the competition as he may be 
constantly seen practising by himself’.   All the 
hard work had finally paid off. His handicap was 
slashed from 58 to 42.

During the wet winter months that followed, 
little was heard of the Vicomte. He did play in the 
August medal, now off a very respectable 38, and 
showed that he had lost little of his summer form 
by finishing third on a net 96. But his next outing 
was not so successful. This was in November when 
he struggled to a horrible 154 gross, reminiscent 
of the old days, and his net 116 placed him 
comfortably at the back of the field. It was one of 
those days; we have all had them. 

But the days of the long-handicappers were 
numbered. In December 1887 a new system was 
introduced limiting handicaps to a maximum of 
18. This spelt disaster for the Vicomte. He simply 
could not compete at this level.  The first time out 
under the new arrangement the Vicomte scored146 

Le Vicomte de Montmort

less 18 = 128. Gradually he lost interest and was 
seen less and less at the Club. 

The Vicomte made a brief appearance in June 
1890 but by now his handicap had lapsed and he 
had to play off scratch. He scored 135, as it happens 
one of his better gross scores, but the magic seems 
to have gone. His name does not reappear in the 
Club records. 

When, on the instigation of its increasing 
numbers of civilian members, the Club moved 
to the Rondebosch Common in May 1891, the 
Vicomte did not go with them. The military 
continued to play golf at Wynberg, calling 
themselves the Garrison Golf Club, and certainly 
the Vicomte would have been more comfortable 
there. I like to think that this golfer extraordinary 
did not in fact give up the game as the records 
might suggest and that he continued to appear 
on Waterloo Green for many more years, playing 
off 45 and regularly breaking 140.  He certainly 
deserved to!       
                         
Merry Christmas and successful collecting in the 
New Year.

    Peter Sauerman 

15



Through the Green December 2004

IN DECEMBER 2002, when the official 
announcement was made by the Royal 
& Ancient Golf Club that The Open 

Championship would return to Hoylake in 2006, 
the joy amongst the membership of Royal Liverpool 
was overwhelming.  This was also true throughout 
the Wirral area.

Inevitably, people cast their minds back to the 
last Hoylake Open in 1967. We still had pounds, 
shillings and pence. The price of a pint of beer 
in the nearby Green Lodge was 1s/11d (or 9.6p), 
petrol was 4s/10d a gallon (or 13p a litre), colour 
TV had just started and A Whiter Shade of Pale was 
top of the pops.

However, Hoylake’s extraordinary claim on 
golfing heritage began in the days before pop music 
and television – even before the motor car was 
invented:                                                                       

• The first Amateur Championship in 1885.
• The second English course to stage The 

Open in 1897.  The first took place in 1893 at Royal St 
Georges, Sandwich.  The Royal Liverpool Golf Club 
turned it down as we were hosting The Amateur 
that year. Strange, but although The Amateur was 
organised well in advance, in those days the R&A 
announced the date of The Open only within a few 
months of the event.

• The first International took place at Hoylake 
in 1902 between England and Scotland.  Again, the 
R&A (in 1902) were a little slow,  so the Secretary 
of The Royal Liverpool,  Harold Janion just got on 
with it.

• The first International match against the 
USA took place in 1921 and this was the forerunner 
to The Walker Cup.

• The first English Amateur Championship 
was held at Hoylake in 1926.

Such has been the contribution of Hoylake to the 
history of Golf so let us look in more detail at the 
first four Hoylake Opens.

In 1897, that incomparable amateur player 
Harold H Hilton was the first winner, a member of 
The Royal Liverpool Golf Club. The Championship 
was played over two days and the players teed 

off at random and not as they do today, with the 
leaders last off. So when Hilton arrived back in 
the clubhouse he had two hours to wait until the 
last player finished his round.  What a wait!  His 
pursuers gradually lost contact, all, that is, except 
the great young Scottish professional James Braid.

Braid required two fours to force a play off with 
Hilton. A five at the Seventeenth put him under 
pressure but he responded with a glorious recovery 
on the final hole as his ball rolled twenty feet beyond 
the flag.  Harold Hilton recalled that this was one of 
the finest approach shots he had witnessed.  Harold 
states in his book My Golfing Reminiscences that he 
was confident that Braid would not make the putt 
due to the positioning of the pin and the speed of 
the green. A friend of his remarked ‘You must have 
been in a blue funk when Braid was playing that 
putt of his to tie.’ Hilton, who was of a highly tuned 
character, assured him that this was not the case.  
There was a gasp as Braid settled down to make 
the putt, then an eerie silence as the ball sped in 
the direction of the hole. The great crowd became 
animated, the putt had to drop, but Harold was 
correct and the putt slipped past the left edge. A 
tumultuous roar filled the heavens and Hilton was 
lifted on to the shoulders of his local supporters and 
escorted to the presentation ceremony to receive the 
Claret Jug for the second time. What a man; what an 
outcome.

Hoylake’s second Open was won by Sandy 
Herd. He used the Haskell ball for the first time.   
This was the rubber wound ball that must have 
caused as much controversy 100 years ago as the 
latest innovations have done today. Herd was 
recommended to play the Haskell by none other 
than Johnnie Ball, the other great Hoylake amateur. 
Herd had been trying for many years to win the 
trophy and he was astonished that this 40 year- 
old amateur was out-driving him by twenty yards 
plus. Johnnie handed over a Haskell ball and that 
was that. Herd immediately sought out the Club 
professional, Jack Morris, who sold him his whole 
stock of four balls. It is astonishing that the great 
Harry Vardon refused to play with it, an action he 

Hoylake was a major venue for the Open Championship in the years leading up to the Great War.
Joe Pinnington reviews some dramatic events and great champions

Hoylake’s First Four Opens

16



December 2004 Through the Green 

was to regret. Vardon was one shot behind at the 
conclusion.

It is frequently stated that the first Continental 
European to win The Open was Severiano 
Ballesteros. The truth is that the honour belongs to 
Arnaud Massy, a Basque from South West France. 
A rugged fighter, he was discovered at Biarritz by 
an Englishman, Sir Everard Hambro, who arranged 
for him to have a course of lessons at North Berwick 
under Ben Sayers. Arnaud had a fine swashbuckling 
air and a cheerful, chuckling way with him that 
was most engaging.  His description of his ‘bomb-
throwing’ at Verdun, where he was wounded, was 
as picturesque as his account of matches against 
rich Spanish visitors at Biarritz. After he won at 
Hoylake, Massy’s daughter was born about the 
same time and he christened her ‘Hoylake’.

The final Hoylake Open before the Great War 
was won by JH Taylor. Considering the dominance 
of the Triumvirate it is surprising that this was the 
only victory by one of their number at Hoylake. 
John Henry Taylor was a remarkable man and 
it was acknowledged that he was head of his 
profession. He raised the stock of the professional 
from its previously unsatisfactory position. Bernard 
Darwin confirmed these sentiments when he wrote:  
‘JH is a natural speaker, a natural fighter, a natural 
leader, who would have made his mark in any walk 
of life.’

These four contrasting men won the 
Championship at Hoylake before the Great War. 
They were men of dissimilar backgrounds, a 
Basque, a Scot, and two Englishmen from the two of 
the oldest links clubs in England – the professional 
and the amateur whose deeds changed the profile 
of the game in this country.

Shortly afterwards, the tragic events of 1914-1918 
were to come.  Many fine golfers lost their lives, 
every club in the country was affected, but a new 
aspect in the history of golf was soon to be revealed 
as the influence of the United States of America 
became apparent. These acts of significance were 
witnessed at Hoylake between the wars.

    

1902 Champion, Alex Herd 
Where’s that precious ball gone?

Arnaud Massy - a continental winner in 1907

1913 Champion, JH Taylor

This article first appeared in the Royal 
Liverpool Golf Club’s 2003 yearbook. We are 
grateful to Joe Pinnington and The Club for 

permission to reproduce it here. 
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George Lowe 
Clubmaker and Course Architect

IN 1864 THE LOW FAMILY (please note the 
spelling) moved a few miles from Carmylie, 
a small hamlet in Angus, to Carnoustie. In 

the family was George, aged eight, and his three 
brothers, William, David and James.  Here they 
all came very much under the spell of the game 
of golf, and George undertook an apprenticeship 
in clubmaking with Frank Bell at Carnoustie, Tom 
Morris in St Andrews, and in Leven. As the boys 
grew through their teens they began to contemplate 
a life in golf and a much longer journey to the South 
– to England, in search of fame and fortune.

   Bernard Darwin, in the book A History of Golf 
in Britain typically sums up the situation which 
must have faced them, and many others of their 
like, as follows: 

Another reason for feeling a very proper respect for 
Scotland was that practically all the professionals 
in the middle ‘80’s were Scotsmen. … Those must 
have been exciting years for the young Scotsman, 
longing to make golf his livelihood, and having 
the chance to do so if he dared the great southern 
adventure.

Eventually, in 1876, George dared to make the break 
with the rest of his family, and moved south to 
Hoylake, where he was apprenticed as a clubmaker 
and assistant professional to Jack Morris, nephew 
of the great Tom, Senior Professional at St Andrews. 
He remained there for twelve years, until 1888. 
William and David then followed him to England 
– the latter to the West Lancashire Club at 
Blundellsands, where he was Professional for some 
40 years. William emigrated to Australia, but he did 
not settle down there for long, and soon returned to 
England, where he became Professional at Buxton, 
Derbyshire. When the three brothers moved south 
they all changed their name to Lowe – surprisingly 
for such independent youngsters. The reason for this 
is not clear – possibly this is the English version and 
spelling of the name, or alternatively the shortened 

version, Low, was not as impressive on golf clubs of 
their design and manufacture. The fourth brother, 
James, remained in Scotland, retaining the original 
and shorter name. His son, David, was subsequently 
apprenticed as an Assistant Professional to George 
Lowe at Lytham St Annes, but eventually he 
returned north to Dundee, where he was successful 
in building up a large sports goods, golf and ski 
equipment business, also having branches nearby 
at Carnoustie and St Andrews.

George Lowe - Clubmaker And Professional
Once established as a clubmaker, George Lowe 
became very active in club design and development, 
and he patented many ideas. Two of these are 
detailed in Golf in the Making by Henderson and 
Stirk as follows: Under the heading Design of 
Clubheads of all kinds and the use of different materials 
we read ‘among the earlier ideas for irons was 
Lowe’s in 1896 for a matched set. Few of the other 
designs for irons have any relevance to modern 
designed clubs’. And under the heading UK Patents 
1896 follows:

 No. 16560 Lowe G. Idea for a matched set of irons 
each 3 inches by 13/8” by 5/8” across the sole, the 
clubs being named as ordinary irons, lofting irons 
or mashies and the face ‘being flat all through, 
similar to the Fairlie Club’. 

Another patent was for a putter with an aiming 
ridge on the top of the blade.

    In George’s obituary notice he is credited with 
‘having made more than 25,000 golf clubs’. It is 
possible that George was also involved with steel 
shafts and golf bags at an early stage, but this has 
not been confirmed. His second daughter, Amy, 
unusually used to criticise her father for not having 
patented, in his own name, steel shafts, which 
eventually replaced the wooden ones of his days at 
Hoylake and St Annes but other descendants have 

The life and achievement of a great Scottish professional, clubmaker and course architect 
is celebrated by Alan Jackson
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their doubts – he was a far-seeing and businesslike 
man, and had he considered that he could have 
established such a patent he would surely have 
done so.  Perhaps he tried, but failed? Stewart Lowe 
also believed that his father was the first person to 
use a light canvas bag – an improvement on the 
traditional method of carrying a few clubs loosely 
under the arm.  Here again there does not appear 
to be a patent application on record – and, similarly, 
it is felt that he would have applied had his rights 
been obvious in this respect.

   It does, however, seem that George Lowe was 
before his time so far as marketing the sale of his 
golf clubs was concerned.   His writing paper and 
invoices carried this block:

G. LOWE’S PATENT IRONS
All hitting face: All one shape and size
Patented in the United States

and the words

GOLF CLUB & BALL MANUFACTURER
LADIES CLUBS A SPECIALITY

That he applied himself to salesmanship and to the 
need to advertise is illustrated by the fact that his 
clubs each carried a wrapper stating:

A genuine George Lowe Club, as used by their 
Royal Highnesses the Duchesses of Fife and 
Argyll, the Honourable AJ Balfour (the Prime 
Minister) and others

The ‘others’ latter undoubtedly included the 
local Lytham squire and world-renowned South 
American explorer Talbot de Vere Clifton, to whom 
George Lowe Junior was personal professional and 
teacher of golf.

   Following negotiations with Mr John 
Mugliston of the Lytham St Annes Golf Club, 
George Lowe tendered his notice to the Council of 
the Royal Liverpool Golf Club in May 1888. When 
his resignation was considered by the then Captain, 
Alexander Stewart, and his Council, they had before 
them a letter from a member, Mr Gibson Sinclair, 
who expressed the opinion that ‘all practicable 
means should be taken by the Club to retain 
Lowe, he being one of the best club makers in the 
Kingdom’   The Council were stated to concur with 

this opinion, and the decision was subsequently 
minuted that the Captain, Hon Secretary and Hon 
Treasurer, should try and arrange an amicable 
agreement between Lowe and Morris.

   At the following meeting the Hon Secretary 
minuted that Jack Morris was willing to take 
Lowe into partnership and give him half share of 
the profit. Morris did think, nevertheless, ‘that his 
salary of £1 per week should continue to go to him 
personally, but if the Council thought otherwise 
and that it should go into the firm, he would not 
object’. In spite of all these considerations George 
Lowe had obviously made up his mind that his 
future lay in St Annes where he took up his new 

George Lowe’s ‘all-hitting face’, non-rust irons, 
as pictured in The Clubmaker’s Art by Jeff Ellis
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duties on the 2nd of July 1888 at a weekly wage of 
15/- per week.

On the 10th of August 1885, whilst residing at 
Dundee Cottage, Hoylake, George had married 
Annie Allen, a farmer’s daughter from Western 
Ireland. She bore him four sons and two daughters 
– Alexander Stewart, George Junior, Annie, Allan 
Ramsey, Amy Peel and Robert Ivan, in that order. 
The first two boys eventually followed George into 
the world of professional golf. They were usually 
called by the name highlighted above.

     The Lytham & St Annes Golf Club Minutes 
record that George Lowe was appointed ‘Custodian 
of the Links’ in July 1888. This obviously includes 
the duties of Professional and Greenkeeper – here 
once again Bernard Darwin sums up the point, in A 
History of Golf in Britain 

I have again been studying my Golfers Annual of 
1888 to see what I can discover in this regard. It 
is a little baffling that the directory of golf clubs 
deals not in Professionals, but in Greenkeepers. ... 
In some cases that I can myself remember the man 
so designated was a Greenkeeper and nothing 
else, but there are plenty of others where he was 
emphatically a professional golfer as well. At St 
Annes, for instance, the Greenkeeper is George 
Lowe of Carnoustie, the Club proudly flaunting 
his Scottish origin.

The words ‘Custodian of the Links’ have an 
evocative ring to them and Bernard Darwin would 
likely have endorsed them had he known of 
George’s official title.

George Lowe - The Golfer.
Though Lowe had the honour of representing 
Scotland in the first international match played 
versus England, it is probably fair to say that 
he was not in the first flight as a player, though 
he may have come fairly close. As a youngster 
when doing his apprenticeship at Leven he was 
an enthusiastic member of Leven Thistle, the first 
artisan Golf Club, instituted in 1868. He must 
have been an accomplished golfer because he was 
the Club Captain in 1876-77, a not inconsiderable 
honour for a young man of 20. He played in four 
Open Championships: in 1878 at Prestwick when 
he finished in fifteenth place out of 22; in 1879 at 
St Andrews when he was equal nineteenth out of 
41 competitors; in 1882 at St Andrews when he was 
equal sixth; and finally in 1896 at Muirfield when he 
finished two-thirds of the way down the list. In the 
first three years the official R&A Championships 
records show him as George Low of Hoylake, but in 
1896 he appeared as G Lowe. So not a great record, 
although his invoice headings credit him as Winner 
of Six First Professional prizes – once again good self-
advertising, and sensible no doubt in helping him to 
promote the sale of clubs of his own manufacture. 
In November 1890 Golf magazine published details 
of a Professional Tournament held at St Annes on 
Sea, co-ordinated by George Lowe. Those taking 
part included all the well-known players of the 
day, and were no doubt attracted by the total prize 
money of £55. The winner of the £10 first prize 
was Willie Fernie of Troon. George finished fourth, 
winning a fiver, though he did, of course, have the 
great advantage of playing on his own midden! But 
perhaps the best indication of the man comes in the 
last sentence in the report:   ‘In George Lowe, the 
Club Professional, and Mrs Lowe, the competitors 
found friends who insisted on looking after the 
comfort of their guests, and altogether the visit to St 
Annes will be of their happiest reminiscences.’ 

Willie Fernie’s son Tom, a successful player 
in his own right, became Club Professional at the 
Royal Lytham St  Annes Golf Club in 1926, and 
served until 1951.

George Lowe in 1888
courtesy of Royal Lytham & St Annes GC
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George Lowe – Golf Course Architect
That George Lowe was a very active and well 
regarded course architect is in no doubt – in Nisbet’s 
Golf Year Book 1907 the Who’s Who (Professionals) 
states that he ‘ ... has laid out nearly 100 courses ….’, 
while his obituary notice credits him with ‘having 
designed more than 120 courses in England, and on 
the Continent of Europe’, including participation, 
no doubt with others, in the construction and 
architecture of five Open Championship courses. 
The ABC of Golf lists him with three others (WH 
Fowler, Harry Colt and Tom Simpson) as being 
principally concerned with fashioning the ‘new’ 
links that is now the course of Royal Lytham & St 
Annes GC.

The problem is in identifying the courses he 
worked on. Many courses that George laid out have 
since been redesigned and records of his original 
involvement have been lost; many courses have 
simply ceased to exist. To date, the known courses 
are: Hesketh 1885, Rochdale 1888, Royal Lytham & 
St Annes 1886, Lancaster 1 1889, (Royal) Birkdale 
1889, Inglewood (now Penrith) 1890, Ramsey, 
IOM 1891, Studley Royal 1891, Windermere 1891, 
Hallowes 1892, Morecambe & Heysham 1892, Anson 
1893, Seascale 1893, Burnley 1894, Howstrake, IOM 
1894, Horwich 1895, Port Erin – (now Rowany) IOM 
1895, Peel, IOM 1895, Morecambe & Lancaster 1901, 
Lancaster 2 1905, St Anne’s Old Links 1901.  Those 
named in italics no longer exist. The Manchester 
Golfer referred to him in 1911: ‘(George Lowe) ... 
seems to have been called in to all of Manchester’s 
golf courses at one time or another.’

   His daughter Amy had a second Christian 
name, Peel, to which which she rarely 
admitted.  Only a few years ago did George’s 
descendants realise where this name originated 
– George was laying out a new course there, on the 
Isle of Man, and her older brother Allan was also 
called Ramsey – for a similar reason!

   One interesting by-product of George’s course 
designing occurred when he was laying out the 
nine-hole Studley Royal Course for its owner, Lord 
Ripon. He recommended Harry Vardon for his 
first-ever job as Greenkeeper/Professional. Vardon 
stayed for a year before moving on, first to Bury GC 
and later to Ganton. Harry’s younger brother Tom 
was then assistant to George at Lytham St Annes, 
knew Studley Royal might want a professional, and 
advised Harry to apply for the position.

   In 1901 he was involved in the negotiations on 
behalf of the St Annes Old Golf Club with an Ellen 
Cookson, presumably the widowed owner of Twigg 
Hill Farm, the site the club now occupies.  By way 
of explanation, when the Lytham and St Annes Golf 
Club vacated their old site on the Blackpool side 
of the St Annes Railway Station, a new Golf Club 
was formed on this old site, and was (somewhat 
confusingly) called the St Annes Old Links GC. 
However, the future of their lease of this old site 
became problematic, hence the interest in Mrs Ellen 
Cookson’s farm, which lay further along towards 
the South Shore of Blackpool (though still adjacent 
to the railway line).   Mrs Cookson signed the 
Agreement as the vendor and George Lowe signed 
for the Golf Club, the first year’s rental being only 
£7.

   In 1905, for reasons unknown, George Lowe 
terminated his employment at the Lytham St Annes 
Golf Club, after seventeen years as its Custodian of 
the Links. He then joined the St Annes Old Links GC 
as Professional and Greenkeeper. He subsequently 
resigned from this post on August 31st 1911.

   From 1911, until 1920, George operated as an 
unattached Professional Golf Club Manufacturer, 
Course Designer and Architect, and, presumably, 
occasional teacher of golf, using as his workshop, 
a hut near the Lytham St Annes GC close to the 
railway line running towards Preston, and skirting 
the outward part of this great course. The hut was 
still there until the late 1980’s albeit it was housing 
a fish and chip shop.

The Call Of Australia.
In 1906 George Lowe, Junior, the second son, 
joined his father as an Assistant Professional and 
Greenkeeper at the St Annes Old Links GC. In 
1909 he moved away to serve as Professional and 
Greenkeeper at the Old Manchester Golf Club, 
located at the Cliff, Higher Broughton. Early in 1911 
young George was advised on medical grounds (it 
is believed he suffered from bronchial trouble) to 
move to warmer climes, and he chose Australia. 
Alexander Stewart, his elder brother, who had 
served as Professional and Greenkeeper both at 
Ambleside GC and at Knott End GC, Fleetwood, 
decided to join him. Both brothers set up a new life 
over there, at first in the State of Victoria, where for a 
short time they worked together on Barwon Heads 
Golf Course, before going their separate ways.
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   On the outbreak of war each volunteered to 
join the Australian Army. They both served first 
at Gallipoli, and Stewart subsequently in France 
– altogether he was wounded three times. On the 
21st of September 1918 he was awarded the Military 
Medal for gallantry in the area of the Hindenberg 
Line. The citation from the London Gazette reads as 
follows: 

As a runner Private Lowe did especially good 
work on the morning of the 21st September 1918 
near Hargicourt going forward through sniper’s 
fire and a heavy shell barrage to locate a Stokes 
mortar in the front line. Knowing the gun was 
short of ammunition, he voluntarily carried a load 
of Stokes bombs forward with him, a distance of 
1000 yards, and delivered them to the gun. His 
courage and devotion to duty at all times set the 
finest example to the unit.

George Lowe Junior also served in Palestine, and 
earned a reputation, not only as a good soldier, but 
as a poet.  The two younger sons, Allan Ramsey 
and Robert Ivan, who remained in the UK with the 
Lowe family, also joined up when they attained the 
age of enlistment, Allan serving for four years in 
the Navy – he became a torpedo expert – and Ivan 
the youngest of the family served for a few months 
in the Army in 1918. George Lowe was always 
very proud of his four sons’ contribution to this 
Country’s and Australia’s war effort. 

George’s wife, Annie, died on the 16th of April 
1919, after a long illness, and with the two younger 
brothers Allan and Ivan also deciding to emigrate 
to Australia, George and his elder daughter Annie 

followed them in 1920.
   On 10th February 1925, at the age of 67, George 

Lowe married again – a spinster aged 62, Isabella 
Mary Lane. They both lived in Queenscliff, Victoria, 
a very attractive small town. George was also a 
keen member of the town’s bowling club, and for 
the last twelve years of his life served as a Justice of 
the Peace.

   On arrival in Australia he was very 
comfortably off indeed, but subsequently his 
estate was considerably diminished as a result of 
severe losses on what had originally appeared to 
be secure property investments. These arose from 
the great worldwide depression of the late 1920’s 
and early 1930’s, which sadly also took its full toll 
in Australia.

   His second wife, Isabella, died early in 1934, 
to be followed soon by the death of George Lowe 
himself at Queenscliff, on 15th October 1934, at the 
age of 78.

     

Acknowledgement
This article is primarily extracted from A History of George 
Lowe - 1856-1934 by his grandson George Marsden. I have 
tried to retain the purely golfing references and omit the 
more personal aspects which would only interest the 
family. I am very much indebted to Bob Workington, who 
passed the manuscript on to me.  To my great discomfort 
I have lost his address and so cannot acknowledge his 
contribution and thank him in person. Should you read 
this, Bob, thank you.

      AFJ

Before the Sheriff of St Andrews, several boys 
were charged with stealing golf balls. In stating 
his case, the Fiscal said there was a great amount 
of theft of golf balls going on in St Andrews, and 
he drew his Lordship’s attention to the fact that 
these boys had a ready sale for golf balls, and thus 
a considerable amount of temptation was put into 
the way of young boys. With regard to the boy 

Wood, who had twice been whipped, perhaps 
the best course was to send him to a reformatory. 

The Sheriff sent Wood to a reformatory 
for three years, and Ainslie was sentenced 
to receive six strokes with a birch rod. 

(Golfing, January, 1902, 
spotted by David Hamilton)

Theft of Golf Balls at St Andrews - Justice Prevails
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UP TO THE LATE 1880S a box of sand 
beside the driving area was used to make a 
miniature hill, like a worm cast, for the ball 

to be placed on top. This made a bit of a mess on 
the ground and in the pockets of the players or their 
caddies. In 1889 two dedicated golfers from the 
Edinburgh area filed the first patent for a portable 
golf tee (Fig. 1). Reproductions have been made 
but no known example has survived. In the next 
fifteen years about a dozen varieties of portable tees 
were patented in the United Kingdom (mainly in 
Scotland) and about the same number in the United 
States of America. The materials used were rubber, 
metal, wood, and paper or a combination of them. 
These included the Perfectum Tee (Pat. 1892) and 
the Victor (Pat. 1897), which had to be stuck in the 
ground. With sand boxes continuing, sand moulds 
like eggcups came into being to perfect the making 
of a sma’ san’ tae. Some also had a plunger or ejector 
bar for pushing the sand out. (Fig. 2)

Although traditionalists liked the procedure and 
mini-ritual of making the tee from sand, innovation 
and invention continued. There were Colonel Bogey 
paper tees, which came in a small round box of 25 
(Fig. 3), while the Army and Navy Stores in London 
gave three paper tees with every ball sold. The Avon 
Rubber Company and others produced a range of 
Cats Tongue tees with a weighted end to restrict the 
distance the tee could go after striking (Fig. 4). In 
addition, varieties of tethered tees were produced 
with one or two tee ‘castles’ and a lead weight or 
coloured wool lure attached (Fig. 5). Considerable 
ingenuity occurred both in the United Kingdom 
and the USA with angled tees, discs, platform tees 
(Fig. 6) and swingers (Fig. 7). These last had a spike 
that was stuck into the ground and an arm to place 
the ball on, which simply rotated when the ball was 
hit. The problem with many of these types was a 
tendency to make a hole in the pocket and a risk of 
damage to the club face. In the United Kingdom and 
USA combined there was a total of over 550 patents 
filed up to 1930 for different bits of equipment to tee 

The humble golf tee has been with us for as long as the game itself, starting with sand, 
but blossoming into rich variety from entrepreneurial Victorians and Americans.

Anthony Surtees reviews its history

Fig. 1. Illustration from Bloxsom and Douglas’s first 
1889 patent (No. 12,941) for a moulded rubber tee. 

The ball rests on three rubber spikes

Fig. 2. Sand moulds, one with plunger on right 

Fig. 3. Paper tees from Colonel Bogey  
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the ball up. 
The precursors of the tees we know and use 

today were plain wooden tees. They were cheap 
and came in cotton bags of 50 or 100 in five different 
basic shapes: carrots, funnels, goblets, classics 
(which had a fixed height feature similar to the 
design at the top of a Greek column) and trumpets 

(Fig. 8). The trumpet has really emerged as one of 
the dominant designs for modern plastic tees. These 
were developed alongside an enormous variety of 
metal tees, tees that had to be bent into shape, 
leaning and diagonal tees, winged tees and other 
shapes (Fig. 9). 

Bakelite and other forms of early plastic began 
to be used from the mid-1920s. Manufacturers 
also realised the opportunities golf tees gave for 
advertising. The tee was a captive spot the player 
looked at every time he stuck it in the ground. In 
1929 a process was developed to print or engrave 
wording on the tee head (Fig. 10). To some extent 
the impetus came from professionals playing in 
competitions. What the pros did the amateurs also 
liked to do. All sorts of businesses gave away little 
packs of tees with a commercial name on them. 
These packs, like the flip packs of matches, often 
had a score-card printed on the inside (Fig. 11). 
Clever names and puns were popular, like Tees with 
Hovis, Lucky Strike and Rite Hite. Two-colour plastic 
tees, particularly those made by Spalding, became 
widespread. 

From the late 1950s onwards innovation became 
unbridled. In addition to fixed height tees, there 
were tees that inhibited the flight of the tee after 
striking, platform tees (Figs. 12a, 12b, 12c). The 
huge surge in novel concepts has come from the 
USA and latterly, Japan. Interestingly, nearly all 
the early ideas for tees have resurfaced in modern 
form. There are even tees of doubtful legality. Tees 
should not ‘indicate the line of play’ or ‘assist the 
making of the shot’. So the Von Nida saddle-back 
tee with one side of the head a bit lower than the 
rest, pointer tees, and the half-cup tee to counteract 
slicing or hooking are probably illegal (Fig. 13). 
The latest brush tee and the crown-point tee are 
alleged to reduce friction on club-head impact and 
improve shot length. Today, wooden tees seem to be 
taking over from plastics as mower-blade-friendly. 
Up to 2001 there were over 8000 patents, patent 
applications and registered designs for golf tees: 
just to raise the ball for striking …….. amazing!! 

So collecting golf tees can be very interesting 
and rewarding occupation.  

I am much indebted to an American book the 
Singular History of the Golf Tee by Irwin Valenta. 
So far as I am aware there is yet no book on the history 
of golf tees in the United Kingdom. The illustrations in 

Fig. 5. Tethered, leaded and lured

Fig. 6. Angles, ramps and platforms

Fig. 7. Two swingers
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Fig. 8. Carrots, funnels, goblets, classics and trumpets

Fig. 9. Metal, leaning, diagonal, and winged tees

Fig. 10. Printing brings advertising and promotion

Fig. 11. Giveaway promotional packs

Fig. 12a. Unloseable, platform ...

Fig. 12b. ... aerodynamic, biodegradeable, hinged ...

Fig. 12c. ... and teasing tees

Fig. 13. Saddleback and half-cup tees
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John Pearson
uncovers romance at an early Ladies Championship

ONE OF THE FEATURES of the early years 
of the LGU was the strong support given 
to the Union by a rich and powerful set of 

vice-presidents. Chief among these was Laidlaw 
Purves, a Scottish member of Wimbledon GC, 
who chaired initial meetings and provided much 
philosophical input to the infant organisation.

But there was another group of northerners 
who provided useful political clout and financial 
support. TH (Tommy) Miller owned a large estate 
at Poulton-le-Fylde, was Council Member and 
Chairman of the Greens to the Lytham and St Annes 
GC and was influential in securing  Lytham as the 
venue for the first Ladies Championship.

Ryder Richardson was Hon Sec at Royal 
Liverpool, the 1896 venue, and had a wife who was 
good enough to win a bronze medal at the 1895 
Championship and to take part in the very first 
international golf match that year between England 
and Ireland.

Talbot Fair, founder member at Lytham and Hon 
Sec from the inception at the Club until 1895, was 
another  LGU Vice-President. 

And so it was to Mr and Mrs Tommy Miller’s 
estate at Singleton Park that a party of southern 
players converged before the 1895 championship 
at Portrush, Northern Ireland. In her Golfing 
Reminiscences Mabel Stringer recalled that the party 
sailed from Fleetwood to Belfast, dining on bloaters 
and champagne. At Portrush, there being no 
practice available on the Sabbath, Miller organised 
a sightseeing trip to Dunluce Castle and nearby 
Giant’s Causeway. As Mabel Stringer reported:

It was a cold windy day, and when we reached the 
castle, perched high up on that rocky Atlantic coast, 
and were about to cross the narrow way across 
the fissure in the rocks, below which the sea was 
dashing up spray from a hundred feet, suddenly 
a big gust of wind took our voluminous skirts and 
blew them over our heads, men lost their hats,, 
and some of us, oddments of hair. The scene was 
afterwards depicted in a libellous and exaggerated 
picture, and presented to the gallery at Singleton 
Park.

The excursion was reported to be the occasion 
when Jessup Hulton, a Bolton solicitor, Captain 
at Lytham, a 46-year-old widower and friend of 
Tommy Miller, declared his admiration for Blanche 
Martin, first Treasurer of the LGU and sixteen years 
his junior. Things moved rapidly, for Mabel Stringer 
also reported them as having been interrupted in 
the locker room at Portrush, as they were in process 
of plighting their troth. Not wasting any time, they 
were married some seven weeks later in Blanche’s 
home town of Brighton. 

The ‘libellous picture’ The Rainbow of Dunluce 
referred to by Mabel Stringer was eventually 
donated in 1938 to the Women Golfers’ Museum. 
Also donated at that time was Belle Miller’s  
scrapbooks of those early championship years  

Indications of evening entertainments at 
Singleton are contained in an anonymous set 
of social rules for what is clearly a set of high-
spirited young ladies, written after the Portrush 
Championship of 1895 and pasted into Belle 
Miller’s scrapbook.

Improved Regulations for the Success and Respect-
ability of Cook’s Special Championship Party

I   That the Boss of the party shall be down in time 
for breakfast, and that he shall leave some for those 
who are not

II   That prayers be conducted daily by the present 
Captain of the Lytham & St Annes Golf Club – All to 
be cordially invited. Collection to defray stumplet’s 
expenses

III  That the cellar be under the control of Messrs 
Talbot Fair, Lytham and T Mann, Portrush

IV  That no lady, under any pretext whatever, be 
without her luggage for more than four days, Nor 
shall any gentleman furnish such ladies with coats 
or any other male attire

V  That all ladies be particularly requested to 
remain at home on windy Sundays

VI  That no ladies shall challenge elderly gentlemen 
to a round with ‘nothing on’ unless she be prepared 
to carry out the challenge to the ‘bare’ letter – and 
that no peeping Tom(my)s be allowed.

The Rainbow of Dunluce
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In a letter to Cecil Leitch, some 50 years later, Mabel 
Stringer identified the subjects of the picture as fol-
lows: 1. Blanche Martin, 2. Mabel Stringer, 3. Jessop 
Hulton, 4. Ryder Richardson, 5. Mrs Belle Miller, 6. 
Mrs Ryder Richardson, 7. Brada Hulton, daughter 
of Jessop, 8. Mrs Ernest Catterall, 9. Tommy Miller, 
10. Issette Pearson, 11.Lena Thomson. As a talented 
artist, she perhaps identifies herself as the perpetra-
tor of the so-called libel.

VII That no lady be allowed odd drinks a) at the 
ninth tee b) in their bedrooms c) nips from a pocket 
flask d) other people’s liqueurs at dinner

VIII That no lady laugh at a pitch above B natural, 
lest she be mistaken for a jackass, or a hyena

IX  That no gentleman shall kiss any lady, single or 
married, on birthdays, in ladies’ rooms, or railways, 
on in any other place on any pretext whatever

X  Ladies who cannot limit their matches to eighteen 
holes must give full warning of their intention to 
play twenty, and must provide suitable refreshment 
for their unhappy opponent.

XI All jewellery found in bunkers or elsewhere 
becomes the property of the Commonwealth

XII That Adam(s) and Eve be asked to leave Cain 
behind

Pictures of The Rainbow of Dunluce courtesy of 
The Royal Museums of Scotland, and 

The Women Golfers’ Museum
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by David Stott

Top (L to R): Campbell Boal, The Captain and Michael Lee; Middle: Tim Smartt, Chris Homer and John Pearson; 
Bottom: Nigel Notley (holing out),  Cliff Weight and Philip Russell-Vick

Photomontage from Rye
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Irish Musings
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IN WISHING ALL READERS  a happy new year 
in 2005 I quote from the pages of the suggestion 
book from one of Northern Ireland’s Royal Golf 

Clubs. It was written a number of years ago, when 
the contributors were expected to use poetry to 
make their point. Part of this golfer’s New Year’s 
resolution ‘to take golf more seriously’ read:

So having sedulously read
Enough didacto-prophylactics
To put an end to swaying head
Or socketing or faulty tactics,
How eagerly we seize the club
And face the ball! Now there’s the rub!

O small malign hypnotic thing
Reposing under one’s proboscis
Satanically power’d to bring
A palsy o’er the psychic process!
Tips that I’ve stored with miser care
Have vanished wrackless into air.

But wise provision I have made–
In future there will be no debacle.
I’ll take the works of Duncan, Braid
And Vardon with my usual tackle.
Two mentor caddies loud shall read
Before each shot the texts I need. 

After a few more verses the bard ends:

Some years of simple practice thus
D.V. will make my minus plus

All the entries in this suggestion book were not 
in verse and not always respectful to the Officers 
of the Club. One member wrote and signed the 
following suggestion:

Suggested that the two principal officers of the 
Club – Captain and Secretary – should not make a 
habit of absenting themselves on Saturdays. 

Shortly afterwards this suggestion followed: 

That the writer of the foregoing should do so.

This was unsigned!

The Men’s Home Internationals – Early 
Beginnings

While international golf matches at all levels are 
now commonplace this was not always so. Ireland, 
as is so often the case, was at the forefront of the 
development of such games, and some form of 
international matches involving Ireland have 
taken place since 1897 when a match took place 
at Portmarnock between Ireland and Scotland. It 
was not an international as we know it today, as 
all the participants were members of Portmarnock. 
Nine Irish golfers played nine Scottish golfers who 
now resided in Ireland. The Scottish team was led 
by WC Pickeman, who founded Portmarnock, and 
also included John Lumsden, the founder of Royal 
Dublin Golf Club. The Irish team won by 31 holes to 
12. This scoring format still does take place in clubs 
around these islands to this day. 

The Golfing Union of Ireland, founded in 
1891, organised a series of matches at the County 
Down Golf Club in 1900. Teams were selected to 
play in the matches that were to precede the Irish 
Amateur Open Championship. This was also not a 
true international as the criterion was not place of 
birth, but the location of the club from which the 
competitor entered the Championship. The result 
was that Ireland defeated England by 27 holes to 24, 
but lost to Scotland by 40 holes to 9. The Irish team 
owed their narrow margin of victory over England 
due to the last player winning by ten holes. The GUI 
continued to organise this format of matches up to 
1906. In this last match the format was changed 
to the present-day method of deciding a match, 
ie when the player was more holes up than holes 
remaining. The number of players on each team 
varied from 12 to 24-a-side.

The Royal Liverpool Golf Club gave notice 
that prior to the 1902 Amateur Championship, 
to be played over the links at Hoylake, that they 
proposed to play an international match similar to 
these early Irish matches. Harold Hilton, the great 
Amateur and Open Champion is credited with 
this idea, having seen the example set by the Irish 
Union. The strange thing about this match was that 
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the Royal and Ancient Golf Club Championship 
Committee selected the members of both teams, the 
English members thereof nominating the English 
players, and the Scottish members the Scots. On this 
occasion the Scots defeated the English by 32 holes 
to 25. Right from the start of this match Irish golfers 
felt that they had been discriminated against by the 
exclusion of teams from Ireland and Wales. 

The Editor of the Irish Golfer in December 1903 
considered the matter of the International Match. 
Having discussed the merits of the format he 
eventually pointed out to his Irish readers that:

those who have read the report of the 
committee’s deliberations may observe that all 
the arrangements have been made with a view 
to two countries only taking part in the match; 
should Wales or Ireland desire to enter teams, 
they could not do so. While, of course, recognising 
that English and Scottish teams would be 
overwhelmingly strong as compared with Irish 
and Welsh, we cannot help thinking that an 
opportunity of entering teams should have been 
afforded to the weaker countries. Ireland could 
put into the field nine men who, though they could 
only expect to be beaten, yet would be capable of 
giving very good matches to their opponents. To 
arrange international matches on the principle 
that England and Scotland alone will take part in 
them, savours of a selfish conservatism which has 
little regard for the interests of the game.

Shortly after the above article was written the Daily 
Telegraph responded with: 

Irish golfers, it seems, consider that they have a 
grievance in connection with the international 
match. They are of the opinion that they should 
have been invited to uphold the prowess of Erin’s 
Isle in that competition. This contention, however, 
will scarcely bear examination. In the first place, 
the international is still in its infancy, and it is 
well to learn to walk before attempting to run. 
The inclusion of an Irish team, moreover, would 
necessitate holding the match on an Irish green in 
turn with British greens, and the principle therein 
involved has not been conceded by those who 
rule the fortunes of British golf. And although 
from year to year amateur golf in Ireland shows 
decided improvement, and the game continues to 
make steady progress, it is certain that as yet nine 

Irish golfers could not be found who would have 
the slightest chance of holding their own against 
the pick of Scotland or England. It will be time 
to raise this question when Ireland is brought 
within the pale of the Amateur Championship. In 
the meantime, golfers across St George’s Channel 
should bear in mind that it is open to them to 
challenge the team that proves successful at 
Muirfield in May.

It was in fact 46 years later before the Amateur 
Championship was played for the one and only time 
outside the United Kingdom, when it was played 
at Portmarnock in 1949. For the Irish galleries it 
was an even more memorable championship as 
it was won by an Ulsterman, Sam McCready, of 
Dunmurry Golf Club. He was victorious over 
the great American amateur Willie Turnesa. The 
Amateur has since returned to Northern Ireland 
four times, at Royal Portrush Golf Club in 1960 and 
1993, and Royal County Down Golf Club in 1970 
and 1999.

In the International Match from 1903 to 1911 
just nine singles matches were played; in 1912 
foursomes with five couples a side was introduced. 
The matches lapsed between 1913 and 1921 as a 
result of the Great War, and when they resumed 
in 1922 the format was eighteen holes foursomes 
and eighteen holes singles. These matches for the 
‘Walker Cup’, not to be confused with its more 
famous counterpart, the cup presented by George 
Herbert Walker, took place up to 1932. Scotland 
winning eleven matches and England nine.

From 1907 until 1913 no international golf 
matches took place in Ireland. A match was played 
in 1913 against Wales at Dollymount, at which 
the teams comprised ten players. The format then 
established has continued to the present day, when 
there are five foursomes and ten singles matches 
over eighteen holes on the same day. Although 
the Irish Championship was recommenced in 1919 
international matches did not begin again until 1923 
when the Welsh Golfing Union invited Ireland to 
send a team to play a Welsh side at Southerndown. 
At the first Annual Meeting of the Joint Advisory 
Council in Liverpool in 1925, James Henderson, an 
Ulsterman and one of the Irish delegates, submitted 
a letter from Dr George Price, Honorary Secretary 
of the Golfing Union of Ireland, expressing the 
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Newspaper photograph of the 1934 Irish team 
Front Row L to R: J Burke, WM O’Sullivan, JC Browne, JD MacCormack (Captain), RM McConnell, and R Simcox 
Back Row L to R: C Ewing, WJ Gill, CJ McMullan, FP McConnell, JA Flaherty,  and AB Kidd (Hon Secretary, GUI)

Programme for the matches played at 
Royal County Down Golf Club in 1957.Autographs of the 1934 Irish team as pictured above
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hope that international matches might be arranged 
among the four Unions. Approval was expressed; 
however the R&A were reluctant to discontinue 
the Scotland/England match which had been 
revived just six years earlier. The Irish were forced 
to continue with their series of matches until 1931 
when the R&A decided to discontinue the pre-
Amateur match and the way was open for the start 
of the quadrangular international matches. It is hard 
to believe that the ladies had played quadrangular 
matches since 1907!! Another point decided at this 
time concerned the eligibility of players. Charles 
Hezlet of Portrush, who had been working in 
Wales had been selected by that country to play the 
Midlands a year before he was selected to play for 
his native country. He is the only player ever to have 
played for two countries, and he also holds another 
record as he was appointed Irish team captain ten 
times prior to 1932, and another six times from 
1948. This record can never be equalled as the term 
of office is now limited to three years. 

In the series of these matches up to the start 
of the Second World War Scotland dominated 
the other countries winning six out of the seven 

matches. Ireland lost to both Scotland and England 
at Troon in 1932, and even at Newcastle, County 
Down, in 1933, they did however beat Wales. At 
Porthcawl in 1934 the Irish team was a strong 
one and they had a great victory against England 
winning by 12 matches to 3, also beating Wales, but 
lost to Scotland by 10 matches to 4. The following 
year at Royal Lytham they again beat Wales, and 
this time they defeated Scotland by 9 matches to 6, 
but lost to England by 7 matches to 5. In 1937 and 
1938 the Irish were only capable of beating Wales. 
The matches recommenced again in 1947 and in 
1952. The Raymond Trophy was presented by Mr 
Raymond Oppenheimer, himself a distinguished 
golfer having represented England on many 
occasions in international matches, both as a 
player and a captain. Since then the matches have 
rotated around the four home countries, and for the 
most part have been won by England or Scotland. 
Ireland’s first victory came in 1950 at Royal St 
David’s Golf Club.   There have been short periods 
where Ireland dominated such as in 1990 and 1992, 
and then tying with England in 1992. Wales won for 
the first time in 2002 also at Harlech.

THANKS ARE DUE to everyone who rang 
or mailed about the defective copies 
of September’s Through the Green. As 

most people realised, the printer had assembled 
the contents of the bulletin of the Federation of 
Recorded Music Societies, together with our BGCS 
cover. Fortunately, he had not yet used our TTG 
contents with the FRMS covers, and the replacement 
covers were quickly reprinted. Hamish Ewan 
did a great job getting a new set of address labels 
down from Inverness, and the proper magazine 
was re-despatched within 36 hours of the mistake 
being found. The Editor very much appreciates 
the remarkably tolerant, understanding and even 
cheerful tone of the comments received, on what 
was a trying couple of days. The silver lining to all 
the email correspondence and phone calls is that he 
has been in touch with a great number of members 
he never usually contacts. 

The printer has paid the extra charges incurred 
and has already implemented new checking 
procedures to prevent a recurrence. 

There have been one or two suggestions that we 
have a crossword, like that of the FRMS, and we 
await volunteer compilers. And there is no truth in 
the rumour that defective magazines have already 
been offered on Ebay.

Members will recall an appeal in June TTG from 
the Editor, for magazine proofreaders before 
publication. Willing volunteers we certainly had 
in the persons of John Hanna, Hamish Ewan and 
Bill Druce, who duly performed the task on a trial 
basis for September. We are grateful that in the very 
limited time available, they identified a surprising 
number of editorial howlers and have been retained 
indefinitely. Any remaining mistakes are the sole 
responsibility of the Editor. 

Corrections
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THERE IS ALWAYS A CERTAIN AMOUNT 
of excitement in arriving at the site for 
our annual GCS Meeting. For members of 

longstanding it is the opportunity to see old friends 
made through the Society; for newer members it is 
the prospect of making new friends. We all share 
some degree of anticipation of finding a great 
treasure hidden among the display tables. And, 
perhaps down the list of priorities a bit, is the site 
itself. This year it was Pheasant Run Resort in the 
far reaches of Chicago’s suburbs at the edge of the 
great American prairie.

The meeting was well run and a social success. 
From the administrative side, Frank Zadra passed 
on the elegant President’s medallion (generously 
donated by the BGCS) to new leader Jim Dryer. 
Frank had worked hard in his two years in office to 
standardize many of the Society’s procedures after 
thirty-some years of the Society flying by the seat of 
its pants.  Great challenges still remain.

Our annual banquet was highlighted by the 
Society playing some canned pipe music as a 
waitress brought meeting planner Mike Brown 
what had to be the biggest haggis for five states 
around.  Mike was fêted but the haggis remained 
largely (well, probably totally) uneaten. It’s the 
thought that counts, isn’t it, Mike? The guest dinner 
speaker was a chap named Tim Cronin who writes 
golf for, among other outlets, the Daily Southtown. 
We, all being golf historians to varying degrees, 
greatly enjoyed his three detailed anecdotes about 
little known golf precedents that took place in the 
Chicago area—the good stuff that doesn’t make it 
into most books or magazines.

As usual, your lot was well represented. Trade 
tables were manned by the likes of John Mullock, 
Colin Palmer, Rhod McEwan and our constant 
visitors John and Diane Sherwood.  Gordon Taylor 
kept shop with his good friend Canadian Dick 
White and Tim Smartt could be seen doing a spot 
of shopping. 

When any of us wins a prize we expect to be 
lauded. No surprise, Randy Jensen won yet another 

hickory tournament. This year the event was held at 
the highly acclaimed Prairie Landing Course. Other 
divisional winners included Boulder, Colorado’s 
George Hoos winning the Senior Division, and 
in the scramble the team of Veronika Marquoit, 
Vaughn Graber, (Canada’s) Norm Moreau, 
and Bobby Farino was victorious. The golf was 
organized by Randy Crow who, I am very quick to 
point out, has been an avid Man U fan for ages.

Talk at dinner included the latest update on 
the condition of Bob Labbance, editor of the GCS 
Bulletin.  In a most bizarre accident, Bob fell off a 
narrow footbridge crossing a creek on a golf course 
in late August. After his head struck rocks under 
the waterline, he was unconscious and floating 
face down, clubs still strapped to his back. A 
swift thinking playing partner saved him, mobile-
phoned for help and ultimately a paralyzed Bob 
was helicoptered to a hospital. After six grueling 
weeks in hospital he had sufficiently recovered and 
was sent home about the time the Chicago meeting 
was breaking up. His wife Kathie can be praised 
for taking the time to write lengthy e-mail letters 
apprising us of Bob’s daily small victories and 
progress. Once he had a laptop computer and two 
fingers that were back in working order he would 
let us know that he had walked 700 yards today 
without any help or that he had brushed his teeth 
without assistance. Bob’s a trooper. Remember 
that when you look in the mirror tonight before 
brushing your teeth. Count your blessings and be 
careful crossing footbridges on golf courses.

To honor Bob and raise a little money to boot, 
a previously scheduled golf tournament was 
renamed for the accidental fall. Matt Dodds, 
the toast of Lake Champlain, reported, ‘The big 
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surprise -- and a very pleasant one -- was that Bob 
Labbance actually attended, something we could 
only have prayed for when Patrick White (Bob’s 
business partner) conceived the event months 
ago. Bob got out of the hospital just the day before 
and looked great.  From having only the ability 
to move one of his feet after his accident on Aug 
31st, he was now up and walking at the October 
18th event. The fact that the event was called the 
‘Double Bogie Bridge Dive Open’ provides a hint 
at the good humor of Bob and his friends. A crowd 
of roughly 100 turned out, and I have no idea who 
won. It was all about coming out to support such 
a good man.  One highlight was a nice prize –  a 
signed book from Ben Crenshaw, who was good 
enough to pass it on to support the event. Nice.’ 
GCS members Brian Siplo, Patrick Kennedy were 
also there in support of Bob, whose neck brace 
will make the shoulder-turn on his backswing a bit 
awkward.  A website created for the event provides 
more info: http://homepage.mac.com/bobodante/
dbbdo/index.htm    

The story that certainly transcends our annual 
meeting is that of the Ryder Cup. Our generous 
contributors, Nigel and Fiona, were in the Motor 
City for the festivities, lodging with one of TTG’s 
former reporters, ‘My Cup of Tea’ Dan Bagdade.  
Fiona filed this report.

The practice rounds started Tuesday.  I have not 
seen so many kilts in one place in my life! The 
crowds were immense and it was a little silly 
to see them chanting and cheering over shots 
on the practice range. The players were off the 
course by 1:00pm each day and there were very 
many unhappy spectators, especially those who 
came for the afternoon. Seeing anything was a 
hardship.  The Euros were far friendlier than the 
Americans. They talked to the crowd, entertained 
them endlessly and ignored the autograph ban. 
The hot spot seemed to be the Starbucks and an 
‘in’ restaurant called The Blue Martini.

All this hoopla is a far cry from the days when the 
Cup was darn near washed up. This I recently read 
about in a snappy new book Us Against Them: An 
Oral History of the Ryder Cup by Robin McMillan 
(published by Harper Collins). While the book is 
slanted toward the more recent Cups, because the 
oral narrators are still accessible, there are good 

nuggets to be found in the older years. For instance, 
after the war, the British team was self-conscious 
about their dowdy wardrobes when going up 
against the very stylish Americans.  No more.

I will sneak in one last plug for a book soon to be 
turned out by Dr Gary Wiren. When Golf is a Ball is a 
collection of stories from his years in golf. You have 
to assume any man who would carry his own golf 
bag in the US Senior Open and take a blind caddie 
with him to read the greens has some unique stories 
to tell. Use the promotion code ‘GWF’ (Gary Wiren 
Friend) and get a discount.

If Tiger is the most popular golfer in the world, 
based on gallery size, then who is the second most 
popular? It may or may not surprise you that it is 
hard hitting John Daly. The PGA Tour has special 
security plans for any tournament in which Tiger 
decides to play.  Similarly, they have an enhanced 
security and crowd control plan for Daly as well. 
Known as one of the longest hitters on the Tour, 
Daly has also borne the image of the blue collar or 
working man’s golf hero which has endeared him 
to a lot of average fans. Where Big John plays, you’ll 
also find his souvenir sales trailer selling items like 
autographed T-shirts, putters and the like.

Wrapping up the business of the 2004 annual 
meeting, the announcement was made that the 
2005 meeting will be convened back at World Golf 
Village in St Augustine, Florida. Note the dates, 
however. The meeting will take place from Sunday 
through Tuesday, September 11-13. It was further 
stated that for 2006, over twenty cities/hosts had 
applied for that privilege and that the Site Selection 
Committee was narrowing down the field to a more 
manageable number before voting.

One of our esteemed colleagues, Dr Trey Holland, 
was the Captain of the USA team in golf’s World 
Amateur Team Championship held in Puerto Rico 
in October. He brought home the winning team 
even though the event was rain shortened.

Happy and safe holidays to you all.  Remember we 
Yanks when you raise your New Year toast.

Brown Ale
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The Lady Cyclists' Federation has been formed, 
the objects of which are to promote cycling 
among women, and to emancipate them from the 
tyranny of long skirts.  The ideal costume of the 
Federation is very much like the knickerbocker 
and gaiter outfit of the ordinary golfer, and if it 
becomes popular, will undoubtedly be largely 
used by ladies on the links; although it is evident 
there will be a considerable amount of confusion 
unless some badge, indicative of sex, be made 
imperative.

Golf, July 27, 1894  

Gentlemen golfers in the 1890s were still getting 
used to seeing their ladies on the links, and perhaps 
took fright from the prospect of not being able to 
distinguish from a distance the presence of the 
fairer sex. They would have to watch their manners 
and language.… Unfortunately by the time they 
could read the badge it would have been too late.

I don’t think the type of costume described 
above ever gained favour with the lady golfer in the 
19th century.… The badge, if ever made, would be 
quite a collector’s item nowadays.  

The early women golfers were likened to ships 

White blouses and sailor hats at Lytham in 1893
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in full sail. They rustled as they moved, and any 
kind of wind would cause their skirts to lift and 
their bonnets to take off. If it rained then the long 
skirt would soak up mud and water and it make 
progress uncomfortable, if not impossible. The 
fitted blouse and jacket impeded the swing, and 
the high collar chafed the neck. The skirt would get 
tangled up with the putter. As for teeing the ball 
and getting it out of the hole, well these feminine 
galleons  had to rely on a caddy as they could not 
bend enough to reach the ground themselves.

Only a few weeks after the cycling outfit was 
described, a further article appeared on golfing 
dress:

For golf players several new costumes have been 
designed. One has a brown serge skirt, with a 
double hem, which reaches only to the ankles. The 
full blouse is of buff covered cambric, with white 
spots, and is made with comfortable bishop sleeves, 
drawn into turn-back cuffs, a deep turn-down 
collar, with brown silk tie, and a draped silk wide 
waistband, sailor hat of buff straw with brown 
band. If particular colours are worn by the golf club, 

it is easy to have the dress made in such colours. 
A golfing costume like one from tennis or cricket, 
should allow plenty of room for freedom of action; 
the skirt and blouse form is, therefore, best.  

An extra coat or cape is a necessity.  Many of 
the newest Golf capes are excessively neat looking; 
check tweeds are chiefly employed, and the linings 
in plaid silk harmonise with the colour of the 
tweed. A good make of cape is a covert coating, or 
box cloth, unlined; it has two capes, the upper one 
cut up the centre of the back; the collar is of velvet, 
edged with cloth, and the seams are strapped.

Golf, August 31, 1894

By 1894 there were enough lady golfers to influence 
designers into making golfing attire more suitable 
for the links. A shorter skirt was a necessity. Some 
skirts had a row of buttons along the lower edge. 
After playing, the lady golfer could attach a strip 
of material so that she could walk home without 
offending the neighbours with a glimpse of her 
ankles.  

Skirts often had an edging of leather so that 
water would not soak in and mud could be brushed 

Ladies Championship: Portrush, 1895. While Mrs Richardson and the Misses Lythgoe and Thomson favour sailor hats, 
Lady Margaret Scott wears a Tam o’Shanter and a golfing cape. 
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Motoring hats are to the fore in this photograph of the 1904 Scottish International team

This lady from around 1900 wears a skirt with a retractable hem – her substantial hat being held on with a chiffon scarf
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off. The fullness of the skirt could be curtailed with 
a 'Miss Higgins', an elastic band which could be  
lowered to the knees to keep the folds of material 
in check, and raised to the waist for walking. (Miss 
Higgins was an American golfer who played, with 
one of these devices, in the Ladies’ Championship 
at Cromer in 1905)

Blouses and jackets became slightly roomier. 
The jacket was often discarded in warm weather, 
although some ladies wore their jackets as it helped 
to restrict their over-swing.

 Hats changed with the general fashion. 
Everyone was in sailor hats for first British 
Championship at Lytham St Annes in 1893, and in 
motoring caps by the turn of the century. In windy 
conditions, a chiffon scarf was a necessary addition. 
Tam O’Shanters were also popular but needed to be 

well pulled down to remain in place. 
May Hezlet's Ladies’ Golf, recommended two 

pairs of boots. A heavier pair for wet or wintry 
conditions, and lighter pair for warmer days. The 
soles needed to be thick enough to take nails or 
studs, and consequently were very heavy to wear. 
Gloves were almost always worn.

Serious golfers needed to bring several golfing 
costumes to a tournament. If they got wet they 
needed  to change their clothes for the next round, 
and then change again to go home. There were no 
tumble driers or radiators in those days!

Golf was an expensive sport for Ladies in 
the early days. It was not the cost of the clubs or 
balls,  subscriptions to golf clubs or entry fees for 
competitions.… The major expense was the cost of 
the outfits.

We are grateful to Hamish Ewan for compiling this list of clubs celebrating their centenary in 2005. 
It is as large as most of us can remember, and seems to contain quite a number of resort courses 

England
Buckinghamshire
Cheshire
Cumbria

Derbyshire

Dorset
Gloucestershire
Hampshire

Hertfordshire
Kent
Lancashire

Lincolnshire

Merseyside

Northumberland
Nottinghamshire
Shropshire
West Sussex 

Yorkshire 

Ireland
Belfast
Dublin
Rosscommon
Wexford

Scotland
Aberdeenshire
Argyll & Bute
Dumfries & Galloway

Dunbartonshire
Fife
Glasgow
Lanarkshire

Renfrewshire

Wales
Denbigh
Gwynwdd

Glamorgan

Powys

Czech Republic

Germany

Flackwell Heath
Bramhall
Dunnerholme
Maryport
Chapel-en-le-Frith
Erewash Valley
Queen’s Park
Knowle
Burley
Lee-on-the-Solent
Verulam
Tenterden
Burnley
Hindley Hall
Sleaford
Woodhall Spa
Huyton & Prescot
Prenton
Blyth
Serlby Park
Wrekin
Manning Heath
Worthing
Bridlington
Ripon City
Woodhall Hills

Dunmurry
Hermitage
Castlerea
New Ross
Rosslare

Banchory
Glencruitten
Castle Douglas
Colvend
St Medan
Stranraer
Clydebank & District
Kinghorn Ladies
Sandyhills
Bellshill
Mount Ellen
Old Ranfurly
Whitecraigs

Prestatyn
Criccieth
Porthmadog
St Deiniol
Caerphilly
Pontypridd
Southerndown
Llanishen
Llandrinod

Marianske Lazne

Club Zur Vahr, Bremen

2005 Centenary Clubs
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IN JUNE 1901 britain’s greatest golfers played 
an international exhibition match at Pollok Golf 
Club, recently opened in 1893. James Braid, the 

Open Champion, and Sandy Herd representing 
Scotland, challenged the famous English pair of 
Harry Vardon and JH Taylor. A great occasion 
for Pollok, many members and their guests were 
attracted to watch brilliant golf played over 
two rounds in the afternoon and early evening 
of Monday 17th June 1901.

They were indeed famous golfers, the 
Triumvirate of  Braid, Taylor and Vardon between 
them having won the Open Championship sixteen 
times from 1894 to 1914. Playing many exhibition 
matches throughout Britain, they earned purses of 
around £50, far removed from the enormous sums 
of to-day’s top professionals. 

Having just won his first Open at Muirfield in 
1901, James Braid joined JH Taylor, Harry Vardon 
and Willie Fernie to play an exhibition match over 
the Machrie course on Islay. This popular three-day 
event, from the 12th to the 14th of June, attracted 
a large crowd, among them several enterprising 
Pollok members, who saw the opportunity of 
inviting these players to Pollok. Along with Past 
Captain Andrew Dunlop a telegram was sent to the 
Club. The minutes of Friday the 14th of June read:

Have arranged exhibition match two rounds Pollok 
Monday afternoon and evening. Vardon, Taylor 
Braid and Herd. Consideration 25 pounds that 
Pollok members here will meantime guarantee. 
Call Committee meeting, suggest advise members, 
newspapers and postcard members etc. 

The Committee agreed that the Exhibition match 
would further the interests of the Club and that all 
expenses should form a charge against the revenue 
account. The Secretary issued postcards to the 
members and such was the efficiency of the postal 
services in 1901, that they received them promptly 
on Monday morning, even without a first class 
stamp or post-code!!  

On the day, a high wind prevailed, causing 
some problems. Despite this, all four players gave 
an excellent display of golf, playing with hickories 

and the guttie ball; the rubber-cored Haskell ball 
was not introduced to the UK until later that year. 
With attendance restricted only to members and 
their guests, everyone could watch comfortably 
and repeatedly applauded the golfers. Over the 
course of 5,400 yards, Braid equalled the record 
of 73 strokes, held at that time by James Douglas, 
the Club Professional.  Members closely studied  
Vardon’s famous grip, and his ball the ‘Vardon 
Flyer’. Much as Pollock members do to-day, all the 
professionals occasionally found the woods. But the 
eighteenth Home hole at 360 yards, was successfully 
birdied in three by both Herd and Taylor, no mean 
achievement with their contemporary equipment. 

Playing four ball ‘better ball’ Scotland led by 
four holes in the first round increasing by five holes 
in the second, and eventually won the match by 
nine holes with seven to play. The individual scores 
were Vardon 76/74; Taylor 80/80; Herd 78/74; 
Braid 73/81. On the following day the Glasgow 
Herald, Daily Record, Daily Mail and the Glasgow 
Evening News all carried full reports of a memorable 
day – now in our archives. 

An international match played at Pollock described by Palm Tree (aka Jake Davidson)

Back: Herd & Taylor; Front: Braid & Vardon
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International Match at Pollock
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    Birmingham
Dear John,

I never thought I would ever find myself 
contributing to an article about Ladies’ Golf but 
I think I can add to the recent one by Gillian 
Kirkwood concerning the LGU and Australian 
Ladies’ Golf Union team that visited this country 
during the summer of 1950. 

It is mentioned, as part of their tour, that they 
played a full English side at Little Aston GC, with 
no reference to any other event that may have 
taken place while in Birmingham.

On Tuesday, June 15th 1950 the six members of 
the team were invited to play in an invitational 
golf meeting at Sandwell GC, which was arranged 
by the Midland Counties Golf Association and 
the Midland Counties Ladies’ Golf Association 
in ‘honour of their visit to this country’.  The 
competition was an eighteen-hole scratch medal 
foursome and invitations were sent to the 
leading amateur men and women of the Midland 
counties. Prizes were presented after the event, at 
a cocktail party by the Captain and Lady Captain 
of Sandwell Park GC and the Midland Counties 
Ladies’ Golf Association.

Two Sandwell Park members played in the 
competition and represented Staffordshire: Eric 
Perry and Jack Bailey, while Jack Mitchley and 
Harley Roberts were members, but due to previous 
county allegiances represented Worcestershire. 

I have enclosed a photocopy of the souvenir 
programme, which I would be grateful if you 
could pass on the Gillian with the compliments of 
Sandwell Park GC.

    Allan Pope
[The copies will be passed on Allan, and Gillian 
will be in touch with yourself in due course.]

      Dorset
Dear John,
 
As the biographer of Samuel Ryder, it is gratifying 
but humbling when film crews ask one to take part 
for television and video filming related to Ryder 
Cup history.
     For the recent Ryder Cup match, a Westcountry 
Television crew filmed me at Came Down Golf Club 
in Dorset where Samuel Ryder first realised the idea 
for the matches during his country membership 
there. Ryder was impressed by the fine play of 
the Whitcombe brothers but sympathised with the 
poor lot endured by talented golfers of their ilk. As 
a direct result, he donated the Ryder Cup. That was 
THE chief reason for the Ryder Cup. Of course his 
other sponsored events were contributory factors.
     I have done a huge amount of research and can 
back up the founding of the Ryder Cup at Came 
Down with publications and letters featuring 
Ryder’s eldest daughter and his caddie at Came 
Down in particular. Additionally, as I reference 
in my biography, I have articles taken from the 
well-established and respected publications The 
Times and Golf Illustrated which prove that it was 
OFFICIALLY announced that Ryder had decided 
to donate the Ryder Cup WEEKS BEFORE the 1926 
International Match at Wentworth.
     So why oh why, do we have to contend with 
the pretend scenario that the idea for the Cup 
started AFTER the Wentworth match? There is no 
written evidence from the 1920s to back that story 
up. Indeed, all the written evidence from the 1920s, 
states that the cup had already been donated. I 
believe The Times and Golf Illustrated MUST be 
right. There may well have been a meeting after 
the Wentworth match, not recorded, that merely 
made arrangements to fix up an official 1927 Ryder 
Cup match.
     I was also seen on a new history film of the 
Ryder Cup, which was shown on both Sky and 
BBC. I must make it clear that my story of how 
the Ryder Cup was really started was edited out 
and I strongly disagree with the version shown. It 
is imperative that the history of our great sport is 
accurately recorded and credit is given to both the 
persons and clubs which truly deserve it.
   Yours in sport,
      Peter Fry
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(Members will be aware that through his association 
with the Came Down Club in Dorset, Peter is an 
authority on the Whitcombe brothers, and their mentor, 
Sam Ryder. He is author of the books: The Whitcombes 
– A Golfing Legend and   Samuel Ryder – The Man 
Behind The Ryder Cup. Ed)

     Yeovil, Somerset
Dear John,

I’ve just noticed that the British Library has put 
images of The Golf Book, a 16th century book of 
hours depicting sports and pastimes including 
a low-countries version of golf, on their website 
- www.bl.uk  It’s located in their Turning Pages 
section - http://www.bl.uk/collections/treasures/
digitisation1.html 

Members will be able to access the book, turn 
the pages electronically, (the golf picture is on the 
page for September), access simultaneous written 
or audio commentary on each page, and even use 
an electronic magnifying glass to see more detail. 
Fascinating!
     Best wishes,
     Edward Playfair

       
    West Kirby,
     Wirral
Dear John,

The enclosed may be known already to you and 
other BGCS members – if not, their whereabouts 
could be a good quiz question if you think of 
having such an item in TTG!    
 
    Yours ever,
    Anthony Shone

(Can anyone tell us where these signs are to be found. 
And are there similar ones that members may care to 

report?   Ed.)

To buy for hickory play, Grampian Range irons, 
as made by John Turner of Frilford Heath. 
Please contact Chris Homer, 14 Sycamore Close, 
Endmoor, Kendal, Cumbria, LA8 0NY. Tel: 01539 
567574; email: chris@oldlinksgolf.com 

To buy for hickory play, Maxwell irons by 
Fairservice and Whitfield of Newcastle on 
Tyne. Please contact John Pearson, 8 Newton 
Terrace, York YO1 6HE. Tel: 01904 628711; email: 
editor@bgcs.wyenet.co.uk

Wanted

For Sale
Near complete set of Through the Green. Any 
reasonable offer considered. Bulky item, so buyer 
collects. Contact Archie Baird, Tel: 01875 870277.
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Help Wanted Greetings John- 

My name is Derek Swezey and I am a member 
of the American Golf Collectors Society, across 
the pond.  I’ve been developing a very healthy 
collection of early Slazenger clubs and balls, 
but have had very little success at gathering 
information regarding their history.  I’ve read 
several accounts of their beginning, including the 
theory that the Slazengers changed their name 
from Moss, when they moved to London around 
1881.  I was wondering whether you or someone 
in your organization would have any information 
on them.  If you are aware of someone else in 
your membership who collects Slazenger, I would 
certainly enjoy the opportunity to talk with them.
 
    Thank you,
    Derek Swezey
    dswezey@sbcglobal.net

Dear John,

A friend of mine, who is not interested in golf, long 
ago inherited the enclosed print from his father. I 
have tried subtle hints, but they all failed, so I asked 
him for it bluntly, but that didn’t work either.

Being a good loser I offered to find out something 
about the artist: FM Bennett. (The print is dated 
1930.) Has anyone heard of him? And is this his 
only golf-related painting?

The clubs seem a bit long, but what a novel use 
for what seem to be rat-traps. 

    Best wishes, 
    Brian Bowness
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Dear John,

Can any of our membership help me with 
information, artefacts or photographs regarding 
the Fernie family? In particular, Willie Fernie, born 
in St Andrews and a long-time professional at 
Royal Troon Golf Club?

   Sincerely,
   Joseph R Tiscornia
   00 1 973 543 4900 x25
   jrtiscornia@excite.com

Dear John,

Our club at Sudbury was founded in 1907 and I am 
currently researching the history of the early days 
of its existence, with the intention of producing a 
book for the centenary.

 I am aware that many of your members 
will in their personal collections have copies of 
various publications that may well contain helpful 
information. I am particularly interested in how 
the course was established, who designed it and 
laid it out. Information regarding the professionals 
at the club in the early years is also rather 
confused.

If any of your members is able to help with any 
of this, it would be greatly appreciated.
 
    Thanks very much,
    Alan Vince,  Sudbury GC
         e-mail: alan.vince@btinternet.com
       

THE COLLECTION OF SUBSCRIPTIONS 
has, for many years, been a veritable labour 
– one which has taken considerable effort in 

sending out reminders and generally chasing late 
payers. The ability to pay subscriptions by credit 
card was introduced to simplify their adminis-
tration.  Unfortunately, the whole process entails 
a great deal of work for the Hon Treasurer at a 
time when his own business commitments are 
particularly onerous.  Therefore, The Committee 
has decided that the following procedures will be 
introduced in respect of renewal, and payment, of 
subscriptions:

Renewal of Subscriptions
Renewal Notices will be issued with the December 
edition of Through the Green, requiring subscriptions 
to be paid by the 31 January.

 During February, members whose subscriptions 
are unpaid will receive a reminder.

 The March issue of Through the Green will contain 
a warning that any member whose subscription 
remains unpaid on 30 April will be deemed to have 
resigned.

Payment of Subscriptions – Associate and 
Overseas Members
The Society has opened Dollar and Euro Bank 
Accounts and asks that Overseas and Associate 
Members in the appropriate currency zones pay 
their subscriptions with a Dollar, Euro or Sterling 
cheque. Overseas members outwith these zones 
may continue to pay by credit card

The good news is that the accounts are healthy, and  
there will be no need to increase 2005 subscriptions. 
The Committee will attempt to enhance value to 
our membership through improved production 
standards with this magazine, and through the 2005 
events programme

Subscriptions
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Book Corner

LIKE CLIFF RICHARD, who always seems to 
be resurrected at Christmas with the issue 
of a new record, and the old rock bands 

who re-form for a final tour, I have been wheeled 
out yet again. The circumstances demand some 
explanation. John Pearson, our intrepid Editor, 
diffidently approached me in November and 
asked what I was doing for the festive season. 
His concern for my social welfare or the prospect 
of being invited to Pearson Towers for a free nosh 
and the odd glass of his best claret was touching 
and buoyed up my spirits no end but regrettably I 
totally mistook his motives. His request was blunt 
and to the point:  ‘Would you care to write any book 
reviews for the December edition of Through The 
Green?’ After a few ineffectual reasons as to why I 
felt that you, dear reader, had put up with enough 
drivel from me over the years and would soon be 
demanding a rebate from your annual subscriptions 
or suggesting that a humane end be put to the 
person who, like Wodehouse’s Oldest Member or 
the Ancient Mariner, continually stoppeth one of 
three, I reluctantly agreed to his suggestion. I would 
therefore crave your indulgence over this season of 
goodwill and plead with you not to inundate our 
editor with complaints nor shun me like a leper at 
any forthcoming gatherings of our worthy Society.

So without further waffle let us see what is worth 
finding in your Christmas stocking from your 
nearest and dearest this year. 

Earlier this year, a good Irish friend of mine 
sent me a double signed copy of Breaking Eighty. 
It was endorsed by the subject of the biography and 
the author, Dermot Gilleece. Regrettably within a 
month or two of receiving it, the sad news of the 
principal’s death was announced. I am of course 
speaking of Joe Carr, who was probably the most 
successful of all amateur golfers in the history of 
the game. He won three Amateur titles, the first 
at Hoylake in 1953, at St Andrews in 1958 and on 
home soil at Royal Portrush in 1960.  In 1961, he 

reached the semi-finals of the US Amateur and was 
the first non-American to be awarded the Bobby 
Jones Award for outstanding sportsmanship in golf. 
He represented Great Britain and Ireland eleven 
times in the Walker Cup and captained the side 
twice, once as a playing captain. In 1991 he became 
the first Irishman to captain the R&A. and who 
could have forecast that from humble beginnings 
he would have rose to this prestigious office. He 
was born Joseph Benedict Waters in Dublin on 
18th February1922 and was the fifth child of his 
mother who gave him away to her childless sister 
Kathleen. She was married to James Carr, who 
after leaving the British army had become steward 
at Portmarnock golf club. So he grew up in a true 
golfing environment and, although not shining 
academically at school, blossomed as a young 
sportsman and was playing off scratch at fourteen 
years of age. Because it would have been difficult at 
that time to play or join Portmarnock as the son of 
an employee, he joined Sutton golf club with which 
club he was associated for around 70 years.

Joe was able to remain an amateur because he 
and a partner, Freddie McDonnell, set up a very 
successful ladies’ fashion business. McDonnell 
looked after the manufacturing side and Joe 
promoted and sold the products. Joe was married 
twice, losing his first wife, Dor, to cancer, with 
his second wife Mary surviving him. One of his 
greatest pleasures was the selection of one of his 
sons, Roddy, as a Walker Cup player. 

Sir Michael Bonallack once said of Joe: ‘I still 
have to meet a finer sportsman who took victory 
or defeat in the same cheerful manner.’ Joe died on 
Thursday 3rd June 2004 aged 82. I am advised that 
this biography can be obtained from the Secretary 
of Sutton Golf Club at around £30 or was it euros?

Recently published by Hodder & Stoughton at 
£18.99 and available at most good book shops is 
the latest biography of Peter Alliss simply entitled 
Peter Alliss – My Life.  I say the latest biography 

by Dick Durran
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as his first one Alliss Through the Looking Glass was 
published as far back as 1963, and was followed 
by Peter Alliss in 1981 both being co-written with 
Bob Ferrier. It tells the story of a household name, 
who whether you are a golf fan or not, you would 
have had to have lived in solitary confinement for 
the last 50 years not to be aware of his impact on 
sports commentating. He ranks up there with Bill 
McLaren, John Arlott and Murray Walker both for 
his knowledge of his particular sport and individual 
style. Even ‘Er Indoors, who is not particularly 
noted for her deep love of golf has been known 
to chuckle quietly at some of his irreverent asides. 
He occasionally can be a little racy and recently 
brought down some opprobrium upon his head 
with the comment that what he had heard over his 
earphones was ‘a load of spherical objects’ or words 
to that effect. 

Like Joe Carr, he and his brother were brought 
up in a golfing environment. His father Percy 
Alliss was a Ryder Cup player and winner of the 
Matchplay Championship twice, Italian Open 
twice and the German Open five times. His father 
finished in the top six in the Open no fewer 
than seven times. From 1926 to 1932 he was the 
professional at Wannsea Golf Club on the outskirts 
of Berlin. So Peter was born in Germany on 28th 
February 1931 and clocked in at the then European 
record of 14lb 11oz. With the rise of the Nazi party 
his parents decided, after Hitler had shut the banks 
in 1932, to return to Britain with what savings they 
could extract at short notice hidden in his mother’s 
bloomers. Percy was appointed as professional 
to Ferndown Golf Club and this is where young 
Peter learnt to play. In 1946 he reached the semi-
finals of the Boys Championship held that year at 
Bruntsfield GC and also represented the English 
Boys against Scotland. Being another who was 
not too good at school he became unpaid assistant 
under his father at Ferndown. National Service 
in the Royal Airforce Regiment followed and on 
demobilisation he returned to Ferndown until 
he and his brother Alec were appointed joint 
professionals at nearby Parkstone. His tournament 
career included Canada Cup representation on 
ten occasions; eight Ryder Cup appearances with 
a record of playing 30 winning 10, losing 15 and 
halving 5; victories in the Spanish Open in 1956 and 
1958; the Italian and Portugese Opens in 1958; and 

the PGA Championship in 1957, 1962 and 1965. His 
first television broadcast was at the Royal Birkdale 
Open in 1961 and from there on he became a regular. 
The rest one could say is history.   

So really the greater part of this autobiography is 
his life after the tournament golf, his family life, his 
media work, his course design experience, some not 
altogether happy, and not least his efforts on behalf 
of the Wheelchair Crusade to provide powered 
wheelchairs for young people. The book is worth 
the two stories, one concerning Eric Sykes during 
the filming of one of the pro-celebrity programmes 
from Gleneagles, and the other his description of an 
evil game called ‘Find the Noddy’. An enjoyable 
read and one definitely worth dropping a hint for to 
the one you hold most dear.

In the March 2003 edition I reviewed Mark Frost’s 
The Greatest Game ever Played, which told the story of 
the US Open of 1913 and Francis Ouimet’s victory 
over Vardon and Ray. Any number of members at 
subsequent meetings of our worthy Society came 
up to me and asked whether I had read what they 
considered to be the best golfing book they had 
bought for many a long year. It just goes to show 
that my somewhat critical comments did not stand 
the test of time. In fact barely three months! My 
main adverse comments concerned the fictional 
dialogue between the main characters with dear 
old Harry being credited with some first class West 
Coast terminology with an accent to match and 
Lord Northcliffe, being portrayed as something of 
a pantomime villain.

 Nevertheless, the book and its ‘docufiction’ 
genre proved to be extremely popular and has 
obviously encouraged Mark Frost to write The 
Grand Slam published by Time Warner and again 
available from High Street Bookshops at around 
£20. This in most respects is a biography of Bobby 
Jones and clearly is a well-trodden path. In fact 
less than one third of the book concentrates on 
the year of 1930 in which his memorable feat was 
accomplished. Much of the story comprises Bobby 
Jones’s early days, including his disappointments 
where it seemed that he would not fulfil his 
promising youth, his playing career, his illness and 
his being given the Freedom of St Andrews. In this, 
his latest book, the author is not quite so prone to 
cause mischief to my ears with grating accents but 
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one has the feeling that occasionally he writes in 
a cavalier style without checking more carefully 
his minor facts. For example he defines Archie 
Compston as a Welshman when in fact he was born 
in Wolverhampton in 1893 and he describes Cyril 
Tolley as having ‘lettered’ three times for Oxford 
when he means he won blues in three sports. 
Further he suggests that Ladbrokes established 
Bobby Jones as an early favourite at odds of 5-1 for 
the 1921 Amateur Championship. What grounds he 
has for this assertion I am unsure of. Or that in 1926 
the singing in the Muirfield Clubhouse following 
Sweetser’s victory in the Amateur Championship 
took place for the first time to the amazement of 
all. Surely the author must be aware that golfing 
songs have been an integral part of clubhouse 
life from almost the start of recorded golf history. 
Finally whilst being rather pernickety he describes 
Alan Graham as being an obscure Englishman. 
Now Alan James Graham was part of the Graham 
family that played such a prominent part in the 
Royal Liverpool club. He beat Bobby Jones 6 and 5 
at Hoylake in the Amateur in 1921 and reached the 
final, being comprehensively beaten by WI Hunter 
12 and 11. But unknown to many at the time he had 
learned of the death of his father only the night 
before. He was a Scottish international and won a 
number of gold medals at Hoylake. 

So summing up, Mark Frost writes in a racy, 
engaging style even though his enthusiasm tends to 
run away with him at times. I am sure that many of 
our members will enjoy this book, which is an easy 
read and well worth putting on Santa’s list.

As many of you may recall from earlier musings I 
am a great fan of John Feinstein, who has written 
many books on golf including A Good Walk Spoiled, 
The Majors and Open – Inside the Ropes at Bethpage 
Black. His latest book is a tribute to Bruce Edwards, 
the long term caddy of Tom Watson. Caddy for Life 
is published by Little, Brown and Company and 
I obtained my copy from Waterstones at £18. To 
the general public the caddy is just someone who 
carries his employer’s bag but to those in the know 
he is the second half of the team who supports 
his player, acts as on-course adviser, provides a 
psychological prop both on and off the course and 
in many cases will make the difference between 
winning and losing. Bruce Edwards was all of these 

things and more when caddying for Tom Watson, 
he was his friend for 27 years. In early 2003 Bruce 
was diagnosed with ALS – Lou Gehrig’s Disease 
and died in little more than a year later. This book 
tells the moving story of his life in golf mainly with 
Tom Watson but also for a short period with Greg 
Norman. More importantly, it covers the positive 
effect he had on professional golf and his enduring 
friendship with Watson.

Finally, for those of you that appreciate the good 
things in life and for whom money is no object or 
matters little. It brings to mind the old story of the 
chap who saw a Roller in the local car showroom 
and was tempted to enter the premises and ask its 
price. The salesman, his lips curling, replied that if 
he needed the answer it was obvious that he could 
not afford it. Let me introduce you to Golf Through 
The Ages by Michael Flannery and Richard Leech 
and published by Golf Links Press in two editions. 
This book was previewed by John Pearson in the 
December 2003 edition of Through the Green. There 
was originally an edition of 26 copies only, which 
was sold out at $5,500 dollars each. However, the 
two other editions that are currently available 
comprise firstly, a limited run of 150 each with a 
specially painted fore-edge painting of St Andrews 
by Linda Donais. This is hand bound and signed 
by the authors and artist and comes in a slipcase. 
$3000 dollars is the selling price and as I can find 
no distributors in the UK currently holding stocks 
awaiting the cash from your eager hands, I can only 
direct you to the publisher’s website  The second 
run is what I suppose could be called irreverently, 
the trade edition but is known as the Imperial 
Edition and is limited to 1999 copies. This too is 
leather bound and in a slipcase. I am advised that 
the price is $950 dollars but the really good news is 
that with the low £ and $ exchange rate either Rhod 
McEwan or Bob Grant can let you have this at the 
bargain price of £489 or thereabouts. As the book 
weighs about five kilograms expect also a hefty 
postage charge.

According to the authors the research took 
thirteen years and involved exhaustively combing 
of museums, libraries and private art collections. 
The quality of the book and certainly the 364 
illustrations and paintings are fantastic of which 
almost half have never before been published in 
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a book on the history of golf. However, in truth it 
could be argued strongly that many are not golf 
because this wonderful book is more a history of 
stick and ball games through the ages than golf. 
There are many including pall mail, colf, jeu de 
paume and other continental stick and ball games. 
Even a Persian game that may have a claim to the 
parentage of golf. All the illustrations and sources 
are meticulously referenced which creates more of 
a book for the academic reader and student than 
a straightforward history for the casual reader. 
The authors’ conclusion is that golf as we know it 
comes from the Loire region of France and to some 
extent agrees with Fred Hawtree’s views expressed 
in Triple Baugé. But I beg to differ. Certainly, there is 
plenty of evidence of trade between the Continent 
and the East of Scotland, but the rules, implements 
and methods persuade me that golf is a game 
developed in Scotland. Claiming parentage on the 
Continent is like comparing rounders with baseball 
and netball with basketball.

In discussing the book with a distinguished 
member of our worthy Society, I agreed with his 
views that the authors should have stopped at the 
point where the game had become recognisable as 
golf as it is played today, because from the 1890s 
there is such a wealth of material. He also pointed 
out a couple of silly errors that had crept in. For 
example, they quote Ganton GC as Harry Vardon’s 
first professional post when Studley Royal was his 
first, followed by Bury GC. And a picture attributed 
to 1910 at Ganton is in fact the 1911 News of the 
World tournament at Walton Heath.  

I cannot see this book having much investment 
value as, in the small world of golf collecting and 
sporting academia, there cannot be sufficient 
numbers to justify a print run of this magnitude. 
However, it is a wonderful book both in content and 
presentation and clearly warrants consideration 
by your ever-loving partner as a very desirable 
Christmas present.

May the wind be always on your back for 2005.

Dick Durran

Bob Gowland International Golf Brokers have 
announced that in their first trading year under the 
new banner they have sold approximately £500,000 
of memorabilia on behalf of clients worldwide.  

 Highlights included: an 18th century square toe 
iron with nailed listing grip; a set of watercolours of 
Royal St Georges by Charles Whymper; a late 18th 
century McEwan grassed driver with brown keel 
finish; a group of clubs belonging to a 19th century 
aristocrat from St. Andrews; feather and gutta golf 
balls; and several rare patent clubs.

A square-toed iron recently sold by Bob Gowland

The Mullock/Madeley sale at Telford in September 
realised some interesting prices. An early longnose 
with a curved face by Mitchell, made £1220 and a 
James Wilson longnose putter, £2500, both of which 
seem bargains. 

In books, a very fine copy of Tulloch’s The Life of 
Tom Morris was the star lot at £1250, while Hughes’ 
Chronicles of the Blackheath Golfers and Farrar’s 
The Royal Liverpool Golf Club, made £900 and £500 
respectively 

Auction News
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Golf in Montrose
by 
William W Coull

It was a great thrill to attend the North Scottish 
Meeting in August, and play over the Montrose 
links – one of the ancient sites of municipal golf on 
the east coast of Scotland. So it was a bonus to spot 
(in the town barber’s) an inexpensive modern guide 
to the Medal Course we were about to play in the 
afternoon. And having bought it, a double bonus, to 
be directed to a re-issued history of Golf in Montrose, 
at a local bookshop. 

Golf in Montrose was originally published in 1993 
by former BGCS member William Coull, based on 
an exhaustive trawl of local archives. His original 
text has been updated by his two daughters, Lyn 
Coull and Doreen Gordon, – much of it using new 
information volunteered by readers of the original 
volume. 

There are some wonderful topics:
- Master James Melville’s golfing lessons 

here in 1562, before matriculating later at St 
Andrews University

- Montrose Golf Club itself, founded in 1810, 
the seventh oldest in the world

- following on from the first club, a multitude 
of others over the next 100 years, reflecting 
the growing prosperity and evolving social 
structures in the town

- different sets of early rules used by 
individual clubs

- significant emigration of golfing talent to 
American country clubs

- the important contribution to American golf 
by Alex Findlay and Charles Burgess

- evolving systems for maintaining and 
financing of the courses

- natural history and development of the 
courses, and their eventual displacement 
northwards

- successive developments on course design, 
culminating in Harry S Colt’s 1919 layout

- distinguished visitors from the Victorian 
Scottish professional elite, through the 
Triumvirate to Sarazen and Farrell, Jessie 
Valentine and Buffalo Bill

- the municipal clubmakers, Craigie and 
Winton

These are mighty personalities, events and themes, 
which are of central importance to the history of 
golf. Not just Montrosian golf – but Golf in general.

That’s the good bit. There are some downsides. 
There are a lot of pictures, but images are dark 

and fuzzy, because of poor paper quality. The 
typeface is small and text broken up unnecessarily. 
Narrative follows a rough chronology, but jumps 
around from topic to topic. All this makes for a 
testing read, and it is a pity there are only card 
covers, with no hardback version.

Don’t be put off by these drawbacks; the book is 
good value at £13.50 inc p&p. Members can obtain 
a copy by contacting the author/publisher, Lynn 
Coull, 9 Mill Square, Montrose, Angus, DD10 8NZ. 
Tel: 01674 678581, or email at golfinmontrose@hot
mail.com

We should be grateful to the Coull family for this 
important contribution to the history of golf.

The guide The Montrose Medal Golf Course is by Joan 
Christie and John A Smith, and can be obtained 
from the professional’s shop at the course for £1 
plus p&p.

Review by John Pearson
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The Bonny Links of Turnberry
by
Jack Boyd

Turnberry, the most recent addition to the Open 
Championship rota, was formed as a club in 1902, 
and recently celebrated its centenary. 

Much of the early development was as an 
Edwardian resort course, initiated by the Marquess 
of Ailsa, but pursued with entrepreneurial vigour by 
the Glasgow and South Western Railway Company. 
They it was who built the famous hotel, served 
by a (surprisingly short-lived) branch line. And it 
was the railway company and its successors who 
energetically promoted the resort through staging 
championships, challenge matches and other 
tournaments – even after two world wars when the 
course was famously used as an airfield. And even, 
may it be said, when, as British Transport Hotels, 
the owners were part of a nationalised industry. 

Author Jack Boyd’s section on course 
development is particularly good, charting the 
evolving designs of Willie Fernie, Alex Weir, Cecil 
Hutchinson and Mackenzie Ross, and using plans 
and early photographs. The assessment of the 
modern course by Donald Steel, including the 
transformation of the concrete and asphalt runways 
into Mackenzie Ross’s masterpiece after WWII, is 
very interesting.

Jack Boyd, a former captain, is also good on the 
many colourful individuals that have enlivened the 
Club over the years. The strength and character of 
the membership is perhaps surprising in view of 
the persistent uncertainty over their relationship 
with the parent company, particularly during more 
recent changes of ownership.

The book is beautifully designed and produced 
in A4 format with boards and dust wrapper. It runs 
to more than 250 pages on coated paper, with many 
fine illustrations in colour, sepia and black and 
white. 

Good value at £27 + £5 p&p (£7 p&p overseas), 
compared with a recommended price of £35 + p&p, 
the book is available from the Secretary, Turnberry 
Golf Club, Ayrshire, KA26 6NF, telephone 01655 
331000.

A strong club, great course and an important 
history

   Review by John Pearson

What’s Golf?  The first 50 years of the 
Cranbourne Golf Club
by
Les Kausman.

What’s Golf has to be one of the more curious titles 
for a golf club history but readers will be rewarded 
for their faith by this absorbing account of the early 
days, and successful present, of the Cranbourne 
Golf Club some 25 miles east of Melbourne in 
Victoria.

Some 55 years ago an aberration of society 
caused this Club to come into being and, although 
not a sand belt course it has been described by 
Peter Thomson, five times winner of the Open, as 
‘another Huntingdale’.

Geoff Kagan had arrived with his parents in 
Melbourne in 1937 as a fifteen-year old refugee 
from Bialystock in Poland to escape an environment 
of persecution, particularly anti-semitism. By 1951 
he had become a successful businessman and was 
approached by Sam Fink, a fellow refugee from, 
Bialystock, to donate money for the foundation of 
a golf club. His response has become the title of this 
history. Sam explained briefly that golf was just a 
sport but that Jewish boys could not join golf clubs 
in Melbourne. Geoff’s response was ‘don’t tell me 
there is anti-semitism here as well! Put me down 
for 200 pounds’. Geoff was joined by 248 others 
(including two ladies), some of whom never set 
foot on the golf course. The most common way 
for membership to be declined elsewhere was the 
applicant’s form and subscription cheque to be 
returned without comment. This happened several 
times to Mohamed Saith in the early ‘80s, despite 
having a two handicap, which would have seen 
him on most sand belt pennant teams. He was 
welcomed at Cranbourne and bemused that it was 
Jewish club that took him in. But from the outset 
there was to be no discrimination of any kind in 
this club.

The seed money was used to have a plan 
drawn of the course and some initial survey work 
undertaken so that a Field Day could be promoted 
to encourage further interest. Although a number of 
potential members’ cars had to be towed out after 
getting bogged, membership slowly grew but for 
the three years of construction money was always 
tight and wealthier members were continually 
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putting their hands in their pockets to fund 
important items, including the ornamental gates at 
the entrance to the Club.

The Club secured the services of Ossie Pickworth 
as the first professional. Ossie, an Irish Open 
champion, came from eight years as professional at 
Royal Melbourne so persuading him to move was 
quite a coup. The fact that he would tell his pupils 
to pretend that the ball was the mother in law and 
hit it as if they meant it might have had something 
to do with his move.

The official opening day was the 9th May 1954 
but the clubhouse was not opened until August 
1955. By 1960 the Club was hosting the first 
televised Australian PGA Championship.

It has had the rises and falls of membership that 
most clubs are heir to and has had to raise fees, 
make levies and hold meetings until the early hours 
of the morning just to keep going. But keep going it 
has – and improved to the point where it has been 
host to the Victorian Open twice this century. And 
still the golf ball doesn’t know who is hitting it – or 
care. This is a truly inspirational example of a golf 
history and I recommend that members contact The 
Manager, Cranbourne Golf Club, South Gipplsand 
Highway, PO Box 534, Cranbourne, 3977, Victoria, 
Australia. Email: info@cranbournegolf.com.au   
The history costs A$49.50 and postage to the UK is 
A$19 by surface mail. You may be able to pay by 
credit card by sending your card details, but talk to 
someone first.

   Review by Peter Gompertz

A History of Hull Golf Club 1904-2004
by
John A Barrett

The Society was fortunate in being invited to help 
with the centenary celebrations at Hull Golf Club at 
the beginning of September (see report in the Society 
News section). Hull GC treated us generously, and 
we all left with a replete stomach, a miniature of 
Club Blend and a copy of the centenary history. 

A more relaxed perusal of the book revealed 
an interesting history, featuring the first twenty 
years nearer town, before the original course was 
swallowed up by urban sprawl. The narrative 

covers clear links with one of the town masonic 
lodges, design of the first nine holes and then full 
eighteen, by Sandy Herd, and strong representation 
of merchants and the professions within the 
membership. 

The move a few miles west to Kirkella in 1924 
was a major turning point for the Club, to the 
estate surrounding Kirkella Hall, the same historic 
clubhouse where we were so royally entertained for 
our visit. Alister Mackenzie surveyed the ground 
and Braid laid out the course – a stonking 6365 
yards with bogey of 79. 

The course has hosted a number of celebrities, 
both players and visiting show business stars, 
and has only had five professionals since its 
foundation. 

This history has been artfully written by John 
Barret, who has plundered a wide number of 
sources in his research. It is well-printed, in card 
covers, with many coloured and black and white 
photographs in its 160 pages. Well worth the 
modest £12 asking price, which includes p&p, from 
The Secretary, Hull Golf Club (1932) Ltd, The Hall, 
27 Packman Lane, Kirkella, Hull, HU10 7TJ.

      
Review by John Pearson

The Playfair Family
by
Hugh Playfair

It has to be said that this is no golf book, but an 
extensive work of genealogy on the Playfair family, 
with occasional but important golfing references. 

Biographical sketches of over 300 Playfairs are 
included, linked together by a series of detailed 
family trees. The family can trace its roots back to 
the fertile Carse of Gowrie in Angus, in the Fifteenth 
Century. It flowered dramatically in the late 1700s, 
during the Scottish Enlightenment. 

Bright and industrious, individual members 
distinguished themselves across commerce and 
several professions, a number migrating in the 
Nineteenth Century to what the author refers to 
its spiritual home in St Andrews. Here it was that 
Playfairs made a distinguished contribution to golf 
– with a couple of chaplains and several medal 
winners in the R&A. Chief among them was Sir 
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Hugh Lyon Playfair, Gold Medal winner, Captain, 
prime mover in merging the Union Club and Royal 
and Ancient, and through this, the establishment of 
the modern clubhouse. Sir Hugh and his brother, 
William Davidson Playfair, served with the military 
in India, and were influential in the establishment 
of the Dum Dum GC at Calcutta in the early 
1830s. Later, they both appeared in Charles Lees’ 
masterpiece The Golfers – Sir Hugh as one of the 
combatants.

 The book is well-designed and produced, with 
card covers in A4 format and many black and white 
photographs on fine coated paper. A strictly limited 
edition of 200 copies has been printed. Volumes 
are available to BGCS members for £30 + £5 p&p 
(normal inclusive price is £45.50) from the author, 
Hugh Playfair, Blackford House, Blackford, Yeovil, 
Somerset BA22 7EE. (Tel: 01963 440611)

Review by John Pearson

Golf Club Maker: 
Thomas Carruthers 1840 – 1924
by 
Tom Carruthers

Tom Carruthers previewed this book about his 
great grandfather in the September issue of Through 
the Green, hopefully whetting the appetites of club 
and book collectors, and golf historians. They will 
not be disappointed. 

In a beautifully produced paperback from 
Cualann Press, he describes early golf on Bruntsfield 
Links, the home course of many Edinburgh clubs 
until congestion forced them, one by one, to seek 
new pastures. Carruthers moved into a tenement 
at Wrights Houses as a dairyman, when injury 
terminated his career as a champion athlete. Wrights 
Houses overlooked the sixth hole of the seven-hole 
course. Near neighbours were golf club makers, 
including the McEwans, and Carruthers, an astute 
businessman, saw an opportunity to open a new 
enterprise manufacturing clubs for the multitude of 
golfers on the links. Using Anderson of Anstruther 
to forge his designs he eventually patented a cleek 
with the hose (as it was then described) bored all 
the way through. This enabled him to reduce the 
length of the hose and redistribute the weight into 

the head of the club. 
Although this met with general approval, 

there were critics of the new club, just as modern 
‘innovations’ are decried for taking something out 
of the game. ‘There is nothing new in golf’ may 
have become something of a cliché, but it is in fact 
the truth. Callaway thought they had invented 
something new in 1984 with their short straight 
hosel, until David Neech pointed out to them that 
Carruthers had patented the idea nearly 100 years 
previously and was able to show them an example 
to their massive surprise. 

When Bruntsfield Links was no longer available 
as a golf course Edinburgh’s golfers moved to the 
newly-opened Braid Hills municipal course and 
Carruthers acquired the Golfers Tryst, renting out 
rooms as clubrooms for the different clubs. He 
also moved his workshops there. Subsequently 
his son took over the business and also became 
the greenkeeper at Braid Hills. Thomas Carruthers 
had also become a competent golfer and regularly 
participated, with some success, in the Braid Hills 
tournaments. 

The book describes the various clubs designed 
by Carruthers, reproduces his patent and relates 
how he expanded his business at home and in 
America. Advertising material, articles from Golfing 
and other sources are included in a fascinating 
story, which will appeal to readers interested in the 
social history of the game as well as those seeking to 
know more about the development of the golf club.

The book is available from Cualann Press, 6 
Corpach Drive, Dunfermline, Fife, KY12 7XG, 
Scotland (Tel/Fax 01383 733724) at a price of £15.99 
+ £1.50 p&p (UK), £2.50 (European Mainland) and 
£3.50 elsewhere ISBN 0954441648. 

       
                  Review by John Moreton

The Sand Moor Golf Club 1926 – 2001
by
Sydney Richardson

Members may not be aware of this history, which 
was published in 2001 on the 75th anniversary of the 
Club. 

But it is interesting, on two major counts 
– possibly related. 
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First, it was designed by Alister Mackenzie on 
that glorious belt of heathland to the north of Leeds, 
next door to Moortown and the old Moor Allerton 
course, and just along the road from Alwoodley. 
Mackenzie’s brother Charles, was elected to the 
original board of the Club in 1926-27, and sat with 
Alister on the Greens Committee.

The second distinctive thing about the Club’s 
history is its ability to churn out high-quality 
amateur golfers – and there is suggestion in the text 
that ‘good courses breed good players’. Doubtless 
there are other important factors, but Sand Moor 
is renowned, particularly in recent years, for 
its production line of young champions, both 
regionally and nationally, and its domination of the 
Yorkshire Team Championship. 

The Club has had two Amateur Champions: Alex 
Kyle in 1938, and Iain Pyman in 1993. Additionally, 
Stuart Page won the English Amateur in 1992. 

The history is available as a 76-page A4 booklet 
with card covers. It is printed on good quality 
coated paper with lots of illustrations. Well worth 
the modest £5 price, inclusive of postage and 
packaging, from Mrs Jackie Hogan, Sand Moor 
Golf Club Ltd, Alwoodley Lane, Leeds, LS17 7DJ, 
or telephone 0113 268 5780.

   Review by Niblick

Aspects of Some Nineteenth Century 
Golfing Pamphlets
complied and edited by
HRJ Grant

This subscription volume from Grant Books is 
due to be published just after Christmas, and is 
a companion volume to Bob Grant’s compilation 
Aspects of Collecting Golf Books, which currently 
commands a premium in the auction rooms. The 
format is simple: ten scarce golfing booklets or 
pamphlets have been reset in original style, but 
uniform typeface. Sometimes the frontispiece has 
been reset, sometimes facsimiled. Each pamphlet 

is introduced in a scholarly fashion by eminent 
members of the British Golf Collectors’ Society, 
the exceptional non-member being the late Janet 
Seagle, former Curator of the USGA Museum and 
Archives. 

 And so we have Peter Lewis, Russell Palmer, 
Archie Baird and Janet Seagle on the golfing poems 
of George Fullarton Carnegie, ‘A Member’ (of the 
R&A), Thomas Brown and Samuel Minturn Peck; 
Christopher Ibbetson, Philip Knowles and Alastair 
Johnston on the rules of the Six Feet Club, The 
Merchiston Golf Club, and Musselburgh Golf Club; 
Rand Jerris on an early American instructional 
booklet by Walter Fairbanks; Bobby Furber on 
Horace Hutchinson’s whimsical speculation ‘If 
Allan Robertson Came to Sandwich’; and an un-
introduced reproduction of a humorous booklet 
An ABC of Golf. The introductory section is written 
by another member and regular attendee at our 
Hoylake meeting, Don M Wilson III. 

This publication reminds us of the depth and 
breadth of knowledge of our BGCS membership, 
for which the Editor of this magazine, for one, is 
constantly grateful. We should also be grateful to 
Bob Grant, the compiler and publisher, who has 
done us all a service by providing this opportunity 
to acquire a number of obscure publications whose 
rarity and astronomical prices place them out of 
reach of the majority of our membership. With 
over 200 pages in case-bound format, design and 
production are up to the usual Grant standard, 
the content being lightened by some delightful 
illustrations by Maud Humphrey, of The Golfing 
Girl.

I understand that the print run is likely to be in 
the region of 300 and strictly limited to subscribers. 
You should still be able to log your subscription 
by ringing Grant Books on 01905 778155 before 
Christmas. Published price is £45. If you’re feeling 
flush, the subscriber’s edition in more luxurious 
binding and with additional illustration, is also 
available at £135.

Review by John Pearson 

Closing date for contributions to the March 2005 issue of TTG is 
February 15th
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