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Captain’s 
Letter

WELL, the season has got off to a flying 
start, and once again I think how lucky 
we are to have the fixture list that we 

do. How many golfers can say that they played 
Aberdovey, Woodhall Spa and Hoylake in the 
space of three weeks? Full reports on our matches 
so far appear elsewhere, but, though it has been 
said before, I must record again the very friendly 
welcome and the not inconsiderable hospitality we 
receive at each and every club we visit.  

We have helped introduce a number of people 
to the fun of playing with hickories and it is very 
gratifying to observe their enthusiasm, particularly 
when they see the variety of clubs which we, and 
they, use.  Usually a motley assortment of individual 
clubs which feel right and, if we are lucky, perhaps 
bearing the stamp or signature of one of our early 
heroes. The essence of playing with these old clubs 
is that they are genuinely old and there lies the 
challenge. A modern wooden-shafted club is just 
that – a modern club made of a different materials.

President’s Day was another great success in a 
line of great successes. Always, as with the Scottish, 
the best attended of our meetings it is easy to see 

why. It also hosts the AGM and there are a couple of 
points arising from it which bear wider circulation.

Firstly, our financial situation. As you will 
remember, two years ago we had an operating loss 
and raised the subscriptions. Last year with the 
greater subscription income, we turned the loss into 
a surplus. This year, with  an increase in advertising 
revenue, and reduction in production costs of TTG, 
despite the very overt improvements, we have 
made a healthy – or should I say unhealthy surplus. 
We are not in the business of making large surpluses 
and so we must be wary. We have some items of 
capital expenditure in the pipeline to assist the 
Hon Secretary and the Editor in their endeavours 
on our behalf, and without being profligate, we are 
looking to see if we can spend some of the surplus 
to the benefit of the Society. In that respect, I would 
welcome any suggestions from you.

We talk often of our excellent fixture list, and so 
the players among us are extremely well catered for, 
but it has been pointed out that we are primarily 
a society of collectors and that we have almost 
neglected the collecting side in our activities. So 
the Committee will be revisiting the question of 
holding more Collector’s Fairs. We have had mixed 
results with these in our past. Some have been very 
successful, but others have been hardly worth the 
effort. So again, I would be very interested to hear 
your views. Should we be holding them? How often, 
where and on what occasions, eg in conjunction 
with the Open Meeting or President’s Day?

Finally, I would put in a plea from Ron Beatt, our 
Open Meeting organiser. Entries have been trickling 
in but please let Ron know as soon as possible so 
that he can progress the arrangements. Panmure 
is a fine course, and is the 23rd oldest club, being 
founded in 1845. So it is ‘a must’ for your record 
book – but only if you get your entry in now!

Alan Jackson
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Society News

People and Things

Congratulations 
… to recent new member Michael Smith, who 
is this year’s captain at Royal Worlington and 
Newmarket, and who gamely converted to hickory 
for President’s Day at Royal Liverpool...
... and to Campbell Boal, scratch hickory 
champion, who made it (this time with steels) 
into the final of the Dorset County Matchplay 
Championship at Broadstone on May 22nd, and 
narrowly went down to 22-year-old Ben Churchill. 
A fine performance Campbell.  

Fame at last
Members watching the BBC coverage of the 
English Masters tournament at Forest of Arden, 
on the 15th of May, may have heard Peter Alliss 
referring to the Erewash Valley centenary 
celebrations just up the M42, involving the 
match against BGCS the previous day ‘playing 
with hickory clubs and in period dress.’ Peter 
is no stranger to our Society through our past 
involvement in his motorised wheelchair appeal, 
and his recent role as non-playing Captain for the 
2005 Hickory Grail match against our American 
members at Kilspindie. 

Slide Shows
The Society has in the past, given slide shows on 
the history of the game,  often in association with 
centenary celebrations. Subjects covered have 
included The Golden Years of English Golf, Cecil 
Leitch, and The History of Women’s Golf. Slides have 
been conventional 35mm transparencies, presented 
via an antiquated projector that had the tendency 
to jam at awkward moments. The Society has 
now invested modestly in a modern multimedia 
projector, to permit bright, professional digital 

presentations in normal light. The presentations 
are easy and cheap to set up, and can now be made 
available to the wider membership for spreading 
the word about the glorious heritage of golf. The 
Powerpoint format also allows notes on each of the 
slides as prompts for presenters. If you would like 
to use the equipment, please get in touch with John 
Pearson, on 01904 628711. The projector needs to be 
used in conjunction with a screen (obviously) and 
a laptop computer loaded with Powerpoint. Also, 
if any of the membership have ideas about likely 
presentations, or better still, already have some 
themselves, John would be interested in building 
up a library.

Leather Grips for Hickories
I had  wrongly thought that the Balmforth golf 
grip company from the West Riding had gone out 
of business, so was pleasantly surprised to hear 
that they are alive and well in Helmsley, North 
Yorkshire.  I was quoted £20 for a dozen plain, 
unpatterned grips. Ring Mark Balmforth on 01439 
770568 if you are interested.

New Members
Ronald Archer
Keith Baxter
Paul Champness
Trevor Coupe

Tony Crane

Kay Guthrie
Paul Guthrie
Graham Lawrence
Jaime Ortiz-Patino
Sir David Plastow

Kuno Schuch

Ontario, Canada
Cambridge
East Grinstead
Halloughton, 
Notts
Southport

Mansfield
Mansfield
Southampton
Sotogrande
Awbridge, 
Hants
Cologne, 
Germany

Clubs, Bags, Balls,
Books
Left-handed clubs
Books, Clubs

S&A, Magazines,
Braid 
Clubs, General
Clubs, General
History, Clubs
Books, General
Books

Clubs, Balls, 
Ryder Cup
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Events

The Welsh Weekend
There is no better way to ‘tee-off’ the BGCS annual 
fixture list than a three-day golfing jaunt in Wales!

At the start of the Twentieth Century, 
Aberdovey’s attraction for golfers became a 
lucrative source of finance for the Cambrian 
Railway, but, regrettably, those early cheap 
golfers’ tickets at ‘fare and a quarter’ are no longer 
available. Thus, commendations must go to our 
stalwart golf historian, David Hamilton, who 
journeyed by train from Glasgow to Machynlleth. 
Sadly, no cream tea awaited David in the station’s 
tea room – what would Bernardo have said of that!

8th April. Machynlleth. 
Our welcome at Machynlleth GC was very warm 
and friendly. A fascinating display had been 
prepared which contained the grand trophies 
acquired in their matches with Langland Bay and 
Haverfordwest Golf Clubs, who also had their 
centenaries in 2004. Featured in this display were 
photographs of the BGCS visit, together with a 
poem compiled by Joyce Harris (Lady Captain 
in 1976 and 1984). This poem expresses emotion, 
sentiment and compliments far better than any 
material gift, so diolch yn faur Joyce.

Once again we welcome you
And greet you as before,
The British Golf Collectors
With instruments of yore.

No trolleys here or metal woods
To help you reach your goals,
But good old-fashioned hickory shafts
And solid iron soles.

Enthusiasm boundless,
So spick and span in dress,
The old times come to light again
No hint of modern stress.

As time progresses, much has changed,
But one thing never will, 
When you strike the ball and off it soars,
It’s still the same old thrill.

The match was in foursomes on a holes-up basis. 
The weather can best be described as ‘variable’ 
– bright sunshine, followed by leaden skies and 

snow flurries. Strangely, this added to the pleasure 
of playing this compact, gently undulating and 
picturesque course nestling in the foothills of the 
Cambrian Mountains with the snow-capped peak 
of Cader Idris visible in the distance. The fairways 
were well-manicured and springy underfoot – no 
different from Augusta really!

We lost the match by some 10 holes – but our 
visit was about more than winning. We all enjoyed 
an excellent hot/cold buffet followed by words 
of welcome from Machynlleth’s Captain, Frank 
Harrison. Our Captain, Alan Jackson, responded 
initially with a few sentences in Welsh (Well done, 
Mr Captain, Sir) and went on to thank the Club 
for their invitation, hospitality, and for making the 
effort to look the part with their hickory-era attire. 

9th April. The Darwin Trophy at Aberdovey GC. 
The usual challenge over the championship links 
was heightened by a very stiff westerly wind. 
Eight of the ten foursomes matches went to the 
eighteenth green and the final result was a home 
win by 8 holes to BGCS’s 2.

The evening’s formal dinner was very convivial 
– the food was hot, tasteful and plentiful with 
ample wine for BGCS members to drown their 
sorrows. The first after-dinner speaker was 
our honorary statistician of the Darwin Trophy 
matches – Philip Truett. Philip presented an 
historical analysis of past and present results in an 
eloquent, humorous and at times, factual manner. 
Only Philip and his statistics could turn the day’s 
defeat of the BGCS into an overall, year-on-year, 
victory and lead of 11 holes by the Society over 
Aberdovey. Some prominent Aberdovey members 
were heard to comment that Philip had, at last, 
assimilated the Club’s motto – ‘if you are not 
strong, be cunning!’ Aberdovey Captain David 

Top match at Machynlleth: Roy Hickman, Nigel 
Notley, Alan Jackson & Frank Harrison
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Tompkinson welcomed everyone to the Club 
and especially Richard Darlington, (author of the 
Club’s centenary book), who had played the course 
in nine successive decades!) and Ritchie Williams 
(Head Greenkeeper and former Welsh Champion). 

10th April. Welsh Hickory Championship. 
Society members from Scotland, England, USA 
(Mark Wehring) and Finland (Antii Paatola) 
supported the fifth Welsh Hickory Championship, 
which was again oversubscribed. The day was dry 
with a challenging wind to ensure that ‘the cream 
would rise to the top’. 

Neil Hutchinson 
– 34 points
(2005 Champion)

Scott Patrick – 31 
points (better L9)

Warren Latham 
– 31 points

Campbell Boal 
– 80 gross

Welsh Hickory Champion and winner 
of the Peter Burles Trophy, Gold Medal 
and a copy of David Hamilton’s 
Precious Gum

Runner-up and Silver Medal

Third place and Bronze Medal

Scratch Champion and winner of the 
Scratch Trophy and Gold Medal

Thanks are due to all who participated – without 
supporters there would be no events. A special 
thank you to David Hamilton for his donation of a 
copy of Precious Gum as a bonus prize. 

Report submitted by the organiser, Eiron Morgan, to 
whom we give our great thanks for all his efforts and the 

usual impeccable arrangements.

Centenary celebration hickory match v Knowle GC
The match against Knowle on the 17th of April was 
marked by steady rain. Most matches managed 
nine holes before adjourning to the reviving 
pleasures of the showers, and the even more 
warming bar.  

Hotchkin Course Centenary Celebrations 
– Woodhall Spa 24th April 2005
On the 24th April 1905 the Hotchkin Course at 
Woodhall Spa was formally declared open for play.  
The historic opening ceremony was re-enacted 
followed by a hickory event with all BGCS and 
Club participants in period dress. 

Richard Latham (Director of Golf) welcomed 
local dignitaries and guests; Ben Fawcett, (the 
Centenary Captain) spoke about the 1905 
opening ceremony; and John Flanders, (Past 
President of the English Golf Union, who was 
very instrumental in the Union’s acquisition of 
Woodhall Spa) responded impeccably.

At precisely 10.30am, Andrew Hare (the Club 
Professional) struck the first ball, exactly one 
hundred years to the minute after Colonel SV 
Hotchkin in 1905. 

The course was shortened to just under 6,000 
yards and on the third hole, a temporary green 
was created on the original green site – the only 
hole that has remained almost unchanged from 
Vardon’s 1905 design. To avoid long carries over 
heather, the ladies tees were moved well forward 
to allow for the use of hickories. Homemade 
lemonade and cheese sticks (in true Edwardian 
fashion!) were offered at the halfway house and  

Campbell Boal, Welsh Hickory Scratch Champion, 
2005, receives the trophy from Peggy Burles 

Woodhall Spa members assemble at the first tee
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game pie was served in the clubhouse afterwards.
Competitors played in four teams (named 

after the club’s four challenge cups)  in better ball 
stableford format against bogey.  The Stanhope 
Vase Team scored the most points and there were 
excellent individual performances from Pauline 
Fasham and Margaret Cardwell (52 points) and 
Ashley Carter (professional from Lincoln Golf 
Club) and BGCS member Neil Hutchinson (46 
points).

This was undoubtedly one of the most 
enjoyable days in Woodhall Spa’s long history and, 
judging from the smiles and humour afterwards, 
will be remembered for a long time.

Report submitted by Richard Latham, organiser of 
this superb event, to whom we give our great thanks.

President’s Day – the Wright Result for Pinnington
President’s Day was held once again at Royal 
Liverpool Golf Club, Hoylake, on Friday, the 29th 
of April. The field for the 2005 event included 
the customary strong contingent from overseas. 
Regulars from across the pond, like Duane Hayden 
and Don Wilson from New York, and Tom James 
from North Carolina, were out in force – all strong 
contenders for the annual competition. Could they 
help to relinquish America’s somewhat depleted 
trophy cabinets? Or could the ever-strengthening 
continental European challenge prove successful 
on this occasion? Low-handicappers Claes Kvist 
and Pehr Thermaenius, from Sweden, Holland’s 
Pieter Roef and Germany’s Toni Kammerer all 
looked potential Behrend Trophy winners. Sadly, 
Philip Truett and Tim Smartt were both missing, 
having suffered recent bereavements, as also was 
Peter Crabtree. Well-wrapped parcels, bearing 

South Croydon  postmarks, did, however, arrive 
safely in the morning post, thus ensuring Truett’s 
representation in the Kirkwood auction of golf 
collectables later in the day. Crabtree, meanwhile, 
cleverly arranged to be represented by Avril 
Graham – what better Hoylake connection?  Avril, 
too, brought some eminently collectable items to 
the auction.

Play got under way beneath an azure sky and 
in a slight south-westerly breeze. Despite the loss 
of course manager, Derek Green, who sadly died 
during the winter, Hoylake once again offered a 
beautifully presented links. 

The President, hotfoot from presenting the 
Club with the gift of a new bench from the Society, 
was soon into his stride, partnering a past Royal 
Liverpool Captain, Anthony Shone. They held 
the clubhouse lead until Sue Timberlake (one 
of eight lady competitors) and her partner Bob 
Grant returned an impressive 37 points.  As the 
appointed hour approached for the AGM – all 
part of this action-packed President’s Day – there 
were still a few competitors out on the course. 
Timberlake and Grant remained the clubhouse 
leaders. Could we have mixed winners again? 
The late finishers included another strong pair, 
Kevin McGimpsey and Colin Palmer, who were 
seen hitting long straight drives. Unfortunately, on 
the back nine, their putting was less than straight. 
Meanwhile the two marvellously competitive 
pairing of Joe Pinnington and David Wright was 
also still on the course. Taking time out from 
his work as author of Mighty Winds … Mighty 
Champions, Pinnington duly contributed his mighty 
local knowledge to a winning foursomes score of 
38 points. 

The ongoing refurbishment of the clubhouse 
necessitated transferring the AGM and dinner 
to the nearby King’s Gap Court Hotel on this 
occasion. 89 sat down to a sumptuous meal, 
following which the Royal Liverpool Captain, 
John Turner, welcomed us all to Hoylake most 
graciously. John Beharrell presented the prizes 
and Bob Grant proposed a sincere and jolly vote 
of thanks. Then David Kirkwood, ably assisted 
by Steve Grimoldby and by Gillian Kirkwood, 
conducted a lively and at times hilarious charity 
auction. Over £400 was raised for cancer relief 
whilst a very good time was being had by all.

Joe Pinnington and David Wright receive 
the Behrend Shields from the President
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Leading Scores (H denotes hickory pairs)
David Wright and Joe Pinnington  38 pts
Sue Timberlake and Bob Grant  37
Tim Sharpley and Robert Owens  36 (on L9)
Tony Thorpe and Richard Jeffs  36 
Daphne Johnson and Tony Timberlake 36
Jim Wyper and Keith Bilbie  35
Kevin McGimpsey and Colin Palmer 34
Ros Weston and Chris Moore  33
John Beharrell and Anthony Shone  32
Nigel Notley and Bob Gowland (H)  32
Shirley Kay and John Weston  32
Steven Baxter and Robin Griffiths  32
Gillian Kirkwood and Brian Bowness 31

Report by Geoffrey Piper. Many thanks yet again 
Geoffrey, for another superb President’s Day

Bram Stoker writes another chapter at Cruden Bay
With the sun shining and the broom and gorse in 
full bloom where else would you want to go for a 
day’s golf than Cruden Bay. To walk the fairways 
between those magnificent dunes whispering their 
memories of Vardon, Braid et al. – sheer bliss.

And so fifteen members and their guests 
arrived there in May and after lunch set off in 
breezy conditions to tackle the course. Some won, 
some came out equal and others contributed 
another horror story to the Scaurs of Cruden but all 
were of one accord that the venue was an excellent 
choice.  It was good to see a sizeable contingent 
from south of the border and I am sure that like 
Bram they will return south with their own tales 
to tell. The most successful of them was Clive 
Mitchell who had nearest the pin at the Sixteenth 
and took the runner-up prize with 35 points. Ian 
Cooper, (Peter Abbot’s guest from Nairn) won the 
nearest the pin prize at the Fourth and took third 
prize with 33 points. The team prize was won by 
John Still, John Mullock and Chris Homer – albeit 
an accountant was responsible for the scoring!

However the only man to firmly suck the 
blood from the course was Scott Patrick with an 
excellent score of 38 points – don’t know if it was 
the thought of Dracula rising before he left in the 
evening or the sun shining that inspired him but 
well done Scott. 

After an excellent high tea (which completely 
confused our English members – they did not 
know if they were getting breakfast, lunch or 
dinner or all three rolled into one) Tom Tew and I 
left to return North and the rest to their respective 

homes. That is most did except for Peter Heath and 
John Pearson, who decided to enjoy a few extra 
holes and were last seen striding the fairways in 
the setting sun.

Let’s hope they got in before dark.

Report by Hamish Ewan, organiser extraodinaire, to 
whom, together with Tom Tew, we give great thanks

Centenary Hickory Match At Erewash Valley GC 
On Saturday 14 May 2005 the Society sent a team 
of twenty for a hickory match against the Erewash 
Valley GC, Derbyshire. It is, incidentally, the 
home club of BGCS stalwart Dick Durran, who 
as Chairman of the Centenary Committee was 
responsible for arranging the match.

The course was designed by Tom Williamson, 
who was the long serving professional for some 
50 years at the nearby Notts Golf Club. Although 
suffering from the ravages of the M1 Motorway 
construction passing through the area in the early 
1960’s, it has now matured into a fine course with 
tight tree-lined fairways and tricky greens which 
proved to be a true test of golf on a breezy sunny 
afternoon.  The two par three signature holes in the 
quarry were most memorable.

We were treated most hospitably in the 
clubhouse, being presented with a miniature of 
the Club blend and a copy of the well-researched 
centenary history written by BGCS member John 
Moreton.  The evening was rounded off with a 
Golf Antiques Roadshow and a slide presentation 
on The Golden Years of English Golf by John Pearson.

Another wonderful centenary fixture and for 
those who are really interested the host club won 
by 12 holes to 7 – a most diplomatic result. 

Report by the organiser, Keith Bilbie, whom we thank 
sincerely, together with Dick Durran  
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Forthcoming Events

Open Championship Meeting at Panmure, Angus, 
on Wednesday, 13th of July. This has been trailed 
already, but there are still places available for late 
entrants. Ring the organiser, Ron Beatt on 01382 
543262, if you would like to play. This is the most 
international and popular of our events, and 
offers members the chance of playing on a great 
linksland course, with either steels or hickories, 
in the company of some of our cosmopolitan 
members and guests. Dining afterwards in the 
clubhouse.

Swedish Hickory Championship at Landeryd GC, 
near Linköping on Saturday, the 23rd of July. The 
Swedes have a reputation as good hosts, and the 
UK has had the distinction of lifting this trophy 
against professional opposition in the recent past. 
Flights are easy and cheap. Ring Pehr Thermaenius 
on 00 46 8758 7112 if you would like to enter.

Hickory match v Senior Golfers’ Society at 
Edgbaston, Birmingham, on Wednesday, the 3rd 
of August. This follows the successful inaugural 
fixture last year. Peter Heath is organising. 
Application forms in this issue, to Peter Heath, the 
organiser.

Midlands Summer/Autumn Meeting at South 
Staffs GC, Wolverhampton, on Friday, the 19th of 
August. This Vardon-designed course stretches to 
6500 yards, so will test both hickories and steels. 
The entry form in this issue should be returned to 
Keith Bilbie, the Midlands organiser.

Scotland v England at Musselburgh Old Links on 
Friday, the 2nd of September. England returned to 
winning ways last year, after a lean streak. Can 
they sustain the effort over the historic links of 
Musselburgh?  Ring Archie Baird on 01875 870277 
if you would like to play for the Scottish team, or 
John Pearson on 01904 6298711, for England.

North Scottish Autumn Meeting at Kingussie 
on Tuesday, 6th of September. The North Scottish 
meetings are characterised by a great combination 
of good golf and cheerful fellowship. Another fine 

Vardon course at this former Badenoch spa. Entry 
forms in this issue to Hamish Ewan. 

Hickory match v Royal Worlington and 
Newmarket GC on Friday, the 16th of September. 
This match marks a rare excursion into East 
Anglia. And what a course! The Sacred Nine of 
Royal Worlinton, near Cambridge. Nigel Notley is 
organising. It might be worth while giving him an 
early call on 01462 742029.

Centenary Hickory match against Worcestershire 
County UGC at Gay Hill GC on Wednesday, 21st 
September. John Moreton has written the history; 
Roy Hobbs is a long-standing member of the 
County side and executive, so we will be well 
looked after. Gay Hill is a fine course south of 
Birmingham, close and accessible to the M42 and 
A435. Phone organiser Keith Bilbie if you would 
like to play.

German Hickory Championship at Garmisch-
Partenkirchen on Saturday, 24th September. This is 
a new addition to the international hickory circuit, 
organised by Toni Kammerer, whom you should 
contact on 00 49 08821 5772 , to play.

English Hickory Championship at Rye GC, 
East Sussex, on Friday, 7th of October. The last 
of the 2005 ‘majors’. This is a great contest on a 
truly great course, followed by a fine dinner in 
traditional setting, in the historic town of Rye. Well 
worth an autumn weekend with partner or friends.
Entry forms from this issue, to Tim Smartt.

Hickory match against Clapham Common GS 
at Mitcham GC, Surrey, on Thursday, the 13th of 
October. This is a friendly, well-supported fixture, 
organised by Philip Truett, whom you should 
contact on 020 8686 1080, to play.

Hickory match against the PGA at Walton Heath 
GC, Surrey, on Thursday, 27th October. This is the 
third time we have had the pleasure of taking 
on senior members of the PGA. A fine match 
and wonderful meal are assured. Bob Grant is 
organising. Telephone him on 01299 851680 if you 
would like to play.

Copy date for the September issue of TTG is 15 August
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Irish Musings
by John Hanna

  

Irish Golfers In The Open Championship 
Part 2 1907-1914
The Open Championship in 1907 was still very 
much a home event, but this year the British 
newspapers expressed the view that ‘the Open 
Championship, the highest known honour in the 
golfing world, for the first time in its long history 
is in danger of falling into the hands of a foreigner.’  
This was, in fact, to be the case the winner being the 
Frenchman Arnaud Massy (La Boulie).  After the 
opening day he led with scores of 76 + 81 giving 
him a total of 157. Alf Toogood (Tramore) was the 
best-placed Irish professional, followed by James 
Edmundson (Royal Portrush) who scored 85 + 86 
for 171.  Harry Hamill (Ormeau) was two shots 
worse with 86 + 87, while Harry Kidd, (Malone) 
was 84 + 90, a total of 174.  It seems all the Irish 
players qualified for the second day and their final 
scores included Toogood 332 in 24th place, Kidd 333 
in joint 25th place, Edmundson 337, Hamill 343, and 
W McNamara, Lahinch 351.

The Championship returned to Prestwick in 
June 1908. Northern Whig reported ‘Ireland sent 
over six players, and four of these succeeded in 
getting through the very difficult trying ordeal 
of the qualifying stage. The best aggregate in the 
qualifying was by Alf Toogood, but he must be 
considered an English Professional. Pope of the 
Fortwilliam Club came thoroughly out of his shell, 
and returned the best native Irish score. James 
Edmundson, born in Portrush in 1886, qualified 
with scores of 81 and 82.  Kidd and Hamill did not 
qualify. Prestwick is a most searching test and yet 
there has been some phenomenal golf, it is clear that 
the golf professional is becoming a more perfect 
golfing machine. Where is it all going to stop?’ The 

same paper pointed out that Edmundson was still 
only 21. ‘JH Taylor was 24 when he won for the first 
time, and James Braid was over 30, so the Portrush 
professional has a long period ahead of him and this 
is only his second Championship. If he can continue 
to improve as much as he has done in the last two 
years he ought to get into the very front rank.’  In 
the second round Arnaud Massy, the defending 
Champion, who had scored 74 on the first day was  
partnered with P Amanue, who scored a record 
204 for first two rounds of the  Championship. The 
defending champion was not the least put off by 
his partner’s poor play, and played brilliant golf 
for a 78.  Alf Toogood was on 158, Pope on 160 
and Snowball on 161. The Northern Whig stated ‘a 
fine score was returned by Edmundson, the Irish 
Champion’.  Lying in thirteenth place with opening 
rounds of 80 and 72, the latter score equalled by 
James Braid, and only bettered by two players in 
the entire Championship. Ernest Gray had opened 
with a fantastic score of 68, while Ted Ray had a 71 
in the second round.  Braid was the leader on 142.  
In the third and fourth rounds Braid had 77 + 72 for 
an aggregate of 291.  Edmundson was 76 + 82 for a 
total of 310, and the best result of a native Irishman 
in the Open Championship to date. In thirteenth 
place he was just four shots out of the prize list, 
and just two shots behind the defending champion, 
Arnaud Massy. George Coburn (Portmarnock) had 
an aggregate of 314 and was in 24th place, 

 Braid had opened with a brilliant 70, which is 
compared with Edmundson’s best two rounds.

Braid   335 434 344 445 545 433 = 70

Edmundson  434 533 334 446 455 444 = 72
   524 455 554 355 555 443 = 76
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1909 saw the Championship played over the links at 
the Royal Cinque Ports Club at Deal in Kent for the 
first of only two visits to those links. The observer 
from the Northern Whig noted that ‘at no time during 
the day would there be 1,000 on the links, the south-
east of Kent being too far from London to get there 
easily and the inhabitants of this celebrated golfing 
region are not so enthusiastic about the game as to 
follow the fortunes of even the champion players.’  
In the qualifying first round James Braid had a 72 
while Hughie McNeill (Royal Portrush) shot a 76, 
Michael Moran (Dollymount) a 78. The second 
group was led by Alex Herd with a 72 while the best 
Irish score was 81 by Harry Kidd (Malone). In the 
second day’s qualifying McNeill scored 84 giving 
him a total of 160, while Moran who had been 
drawn with a club member had a 75 giving him a 
total of 153 which was the fifth best and tied with 
Harry and Tom Vardon!  In the second qualifying 
group, which was led by Sandy Herd, Harry Kidd 
of Malone scored an 81. Only 35 players made it 
through the qualifying, and this could have been as 
little as 30, but the rules stipulated that there must 
be at least 30 professionals, As three amateurs had 
qualified two more professionals gained entry. 

In the first round of proper play McNeill was 
drawn with Charles Johns who, with a 72, had the 
best opening score. This must have inspired McNeill 
who opened with a brilliant 75 which was just one 
shot behind JH Taylor and Tom Ball. Unfortunately 
his second eighteen was 87, and he was well outside 
the qualifying score. Michael Moran was much 
more consistent scoring 82 + 81=163, which was 
good enough to qualify. In play proper Michael 
Moran had a bad start with rounds of 81 + 82 which 
left him 16 strokes behind the leader and eventual 
winner, JH Taylor. On the second day the Irish 
Champion’s golf was as good as any seen during 
the Championship, scoring 74 + 77, giving him an 
aggregate of 334 and in a tie for 21st place.

The Northern Whig reported ‘A feature of the 
1909 Championship at Deal has been the golfing 
exhibition in which a wonderful assemblage of 
golfing goods and golf clubs has been displayed. 
I was a little surprised to see just one Irishman, 
William McNamara of Lahinch, entered for the 
club-making competition. The exhibitors were 
either Scotsmen, or the clubs of Scottish club-
makers in the shops of English professionals. All the 
honours were taken by Scotsmen. The chief art lies 
in the making of wooden putters as the professional 
cannot make use of machine made heads for this 

article. It must be cut out of a block and handled by 
the man’. He noted also ‘Whilst at Deal I was greatly 
impressed with the enormous activity of not only 
the club-makers but also the ball manufacturers. 
During the meeting their kites were flying above 
the links with great banners hung out advertising 
the latest ball (a Kite). Uniformed men advertised 
another make, (a Colonel) and a perfect array of 
travellers were around the first tee impressing 
on professionals the value of the merit of this or 
of that. It has turned a great business out of ball-
making. I wonder if all this aggressive advertising 
and canvassing does much good.  Certainly it must, 
or these ‘cute’ financiers who now control the ball-
making business would not go in for it. But the 
golfer is a sensible sportsman and he soon finds 
out the ball which suits him best, and no amount 
of advertising or canvassing will alter his views’.  
(Great words from nearly 100 years ago!)

It was back to the Home of Golf in 1910, but the first 
round of the Championship had to be abandoned 
after a thunderstorm followed heavy showers. After 
weeks of dry and sunny weather the links were so 
dry that they could not absorb the rain. ‘Players had 
to play shots standing knee deep in water, and many 
putting surfaces were totally under water. James 
Braid went out in the rain and fought through the 
thunderstorm totally unruffled. He tackled every 
difficulty and with marvellous courage overcame 
the impossible, while other men were carried on 
the backs of their caddies or waited instructions 
from the committee rooms. This tremendous golfer 
went on with unflinching courage and finished 
with a score of 76, just one shot more than the 
professional record for the green, and equally the 
best achievement of the day.’

George Duncan played the first round late in the 
day, often the best time at St Andrews, and scored 
35+38 = 73. Michael Moran, the Irish Champion, 
had a grand round but got into trouble at the Fifth 
with a seven, and then a six at the Sixteenth. He 
finished with 77. It was to be the lowest 60 players, 
and those tied to qualify.  Edmundson of Bangor 
scored 84. Braid was also on 73 and the favourite.

The Northern Whig reported ‘If the young school 
on the first day were eclipsed Michael Moran and 
Ritchie came to the front in a remarkable manner. 
The former is Irish Champion, and Ritchie is Head 
Assistant to James Braid. Moran with a seven on his 
card and never getting a putt down was round in 
77. In the second round, he once again did not get 
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a putt down of any length, but he had a six on his 
card at the Long Hole.  His golf contained some of 
the finest shots of the day, and it is worthy of remark 
that he is favoured even more than Duncan, as the 
man to give Braid a run for the Championship. 

‘William Smith was the last man out, and was on 
the course at 8pm.  He needed a four to break the 
course record, but he scored a three and was round 
in 71, 34+37.  He was leading with Braid on 149 and 
Duncan on 150.  Moran followed up his 77 with a 
75, 152 with 161 being the qualifying score. Michael 
Moran is in wonderful form, but Edmundson is not 
quite so dashing.  Moran won the chief prize in the 
putting competition, holing in one five times, and 
leaving his sixth on the lip of the hole.  It is reckoned 
there were 15,000 spectators, and they saw Braid 
win. Following Duncan’s dramatic failure after 
round three in which he scored a 71, his final round 
was a disastrous 83.  Moran also struggled in the 
last two rounds scoring 79 and 81, and never getting 
hold of his best form.’ Bernard Darwin writing in 
The Times said ‘that if any of the young school are to 
win it would be Michael Moran.’ 

In 1911 at Sandwich  there was some remarkable 
golf in the first of the qualifying rounds, and the 
amateurs did very well indeed. In the first section 
Lionel Munn, the Irish amateur from Castlerock, 
was just three shots back from the leader. When 
Moran, in Section Two, scored his 72 it was thought 
that Braid, Herd, Massy and Sherlock would better 
the Irishman. None, however, did break it. Braid, 
the defending champion taking the somewhat high 
figure of 78.  The total gallery was less than 300 
persons, and they all seemed to watch Braid and 
Tom Ball. Edward Ray led the qualifying on 148; 
Lionel Munn, the Irish Amateur, was on 154, while 
Hugh McNeill failed to qualify on 166, scoring 
84+82. There were 73 players in the final stages 
58 scores up to 161, and 15 on 162.  This included 
thirteen amateurs.  

In the actual championship Michael Moran had 
a very steady 36 out, but misfortune awaited at the 
Eleventh. He was bunkered off the tee, took five 
and did not recover for a few holes during which he 
had spoiled an otherwise excellent round. 

His score read: 443 453 544 = 36; 455 655 345 = 
42, a total of 78, giving him an aggregate of 150, 
which was equal with Sandy Herd. George Duncan 
was on 144. Moran’s final two rounds of 83 and 81 
dropped him back in the field with a total of 314 and 
in 22nd place. The winner Harry Vardon had final 
rounds of 75 and 80 for an aggregate of 303, which 

was equalled by Arnaud Massy, Vardon winning 
the 36-hole playoff. 

By the time the Open was played at Royal Liverpool 
in 1913 there had been great growth since 1897 
when there were 88 entries.  In 1902 there were 112, 
five years later the total was 193, but by 1913 the 
entries had reached 263. There were two exhibition 
tents run by traders and professionals.

In the qualifying stages Michael Moran scored 
77 and 74 for an aggregate of 151. He made a bid 
for the lead in the afternoon, with a homeward nine 
of 33. It was stated that ‘the sturdy little Irishman’s 
play will be followed with great interest’.  A request 
by the professionals for more qualifying places was 
to be given consideration. At the end of the first 
day the lead was held by Ted Ray, with rounds of 
73 and 73 giving a total of 147; JH Taylor was on 
148, and Michael Moran had an aggregate of 150 
after rounds of 76 and 74. CW Pope scored 160, and 
Hugh McNeill 161.  

When the third round started a storm prevailed, 
and the general opinion at Hoylake was that Ray 
and Taylor would not be overtaken. Michael Moran 
started his third round with a disastrous opening 
hole. Having played a reasonable drive, he put his 
second shot out of bounds. His fourth shot caught 
a bunker, from which he took four to get out, and 
the hole cost him a 10. It was a dreadful handicap to 
set out with over the rest of the round, and he was 
clearly upset for a number of holes. His final score 
was a disastrous 89!  However in the afternoon he 
played magnificently, and scored 74.  Of the top 30 
players he had both the worst and the best scores of 
the day. This enabled him to tie for third place on 
313 with Harry Vardon, just one stroke behind the 
second placed Ted Ray, but nine shots behind the 
winner JH Taylor. He was the first Irishman to win 
a prize at the Championship, £12/10/-, but what 
a difference a reasonable third round would have 
made. Taylor was twelve shots better than Moran in 
that round alone.   

The First World War began in 1914, and there were 
no Championships held between 1915 and 1919.  In 
fact it was to be another ten years before another 
Irish professional golfer featured in the top 30 
players of the Open Championship. The amateur 
Charles O Hezlet was placed in seventeenth place at 
Royal St Georges in 1928. However a small number 
of Irish professionals still took part, and tried to 
qualify with varying degrees of success.
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THE ST ANDREWS COLLECTION includes 
other images by James Fairweather, born in 
St Andrews in 1846, the son of a fruiterer. 

Educated at Madras College, he learnt the art of 
photography in the studio of Thomas Rodger. He 
set up in business on his own account at the rear 
of family premises at 7 Ellice Place in 1886, and 
became well-known for scenes of St Andrews and 
its surrounds, and portraits of its citizens, in the last 
few years of the Nineteenth Century. The work of 
his predecessors was constrained by the primitive 

Early Golf Photography at St Andrews II
James Fairweather 1846 – 1903

The previous issue of TTG outlined the outstanding early photography in the 
Special Collections Department of the University of St Andrews, and the incidental images of golf 

in the mid-Nineteenth Century by Hill and Adamson, and Thomas Rodger. This article by 
John Pearson 

touches on later work in St Andrews  by James Fairweather.

photographic processes in the mid-Nineteenth 
Century, which required exposure times sometimes 
as high as several minutes. In contrast the gelatin 
process principally used by Fairweather was able 
to produce a negative image on a glass plate, with 
an exposure of less than a second; individual and 
group portraits became more natural and relaxed. 

He was also able to capture scenes from one of 
the oldest and well-known golf manufacturers in St 
Andrews – the workshops of Robert Forgan, whose 
family business in balls and clubs could be traced 

Hand-turned woods in Forgan’s Golf Works, with supervisor James Mentiply in right foreground
© Special Collections Department of the University of St Andrews Library and Information Services 
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back to the early years of the century, through his 
wife’s uncle, Hugh Philp. 

Also included in the Fairweather albums 
housed by the Special Collections Department of 
the University of St Andrews, are pictures of old 
golf equipment, including sets of clubs, an historic 
series of balls from feathery to Haskell, and a rare 
gutty ball-cutter attributed to the Forgan business, 
dating from around 1875.

A detailed set of pictures also exist of the Open 
Championship trophies – the claret jug on a much 
smaller plinth than nowadays, and the original Belt, 
won outright by Young Tom in 1870, and gifted by 
the Morris family to the R&A after his untimely 
death. 

But it is in the portraits of the golfing personalities 
and champions that Fairweather has left a record 
that is most likely to be of interest to the golfing 
historian. Many of the great champions are there, 
although only some of them are currently available 
on the Special Collections page of the University web 
site. The displayed works include fine portraits of 
Braid, Old Tom and Sandy Herd with which I was 
not previously familiar. And an unusual portrait of 
Hugh Kirkaldy, club in hand, probably dating from 
soon after his Open Championship win of 1891. 

The collection includes two images of Peter 

Anderson, possibly one of the least photographed of 
the Amateur champions, who won at Prestwick in 
1893 while still a student at St Andrews University. 
Born in the city in 1872, and son of the Minister 
at Holy Trinity Church, Anderson studied at the 
University between 1888 and 1896, graduating 
MA. He studied Divinity between 1892 to 1896, 
the period of his Amateur triumph, but was never 
ordained. 

His Championship was marked by an easy 
draw in the early rounds, a close semi-final against 
a gout-handicapped Mure Fergusson, and a 2 up 
win in the Final against John Laidlay, who was said 
to be exhausted by his morning semi-final against 
Freddie Tait. But he putted well throughout the 
Championship, and used his excellent form to win 
the St Andrews Medal the following week, with an 
excellent 80 over the Old Course. After graduation, 
Anderson emigrated to Australia in 1897, became 
a master at Geelong Grammar School and later 
became Principal of a private school, the Scots 
College, in Western Australia, from 1904 to 1945. His 
name never again appeared on the championship 
lists, but he was awarded the CBE in 1947 and died 
in 1955 at the good old age of 83.

Fairweather’s portrait of him with the Amateur 
Championship trophy clearly dates from soon after 

1891 Champion Hugh Kirkaldy (1868-1897)
© Special Collections Department of the University of 

St Andrews Library and Information Services

Jimmy Anderson, son of Jamie, proud winner of 
the Spring Medal of the St Andrews Golf Club
© Special Collections Department of the University of 

St Andrews Library and Information Services
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his 1893 win. The other image of him enjoying 
a glass of ginger beer from Auld Da’ has been 
reproduced in a number of illustrated histories of 
golf, without much reference to the initials on the 
subject’s bag, or his celebrity status. The University 
would be interested if BGCS members could 

Peter Corsar Anderson,  Amateur Champion, 1893
© Special Collections Department of the University 

of St Andrews Library and Information Services

identify the third person in the photograph, whose 
bag appears to carry the initials WR.

James Fairweather died at the age of 57 in 1903 
and was followed in the business by his son John 
(1873 – 1943) a fine golfer in the St Andrews and 
New golf clubs.

Peter Anderson enjoys a bottle of Auld Da’s ginger beer
© Special Collections Department of the University 

of St Andrews Library and Information Services 

It is with a heavy heart that I wish to inform BGCS members of the recent passing 
of Joseph R ‘Joe’ Tiscornia, of Mendham, New Jersey.

Joe was a noted collector of early golfiana and a 
devoted historian and researcher who appeared 
on TV and whose expertise and collection have 
been featured recent publications and a book by 
Ed Kiersh to be released in June by Random House. 
His personal collection of early clubs, balls, medals, 
art and early letters by early leaders and players 
of the game about the start of the British Amateur 
and other important events was easily one of the 
world’s finest private collections; it exceeds those 
of several museums and institutions. He fervently 
researched each item as to provenance and its place 
in golf’s grander historic theme. Joe collected the 
finest examples of all he pursued. He never settled 

for less than the best or rarest and pushed his 
collecting friends to do more and better research, 
and to share it with others. 

As Joe’s illness manifested itself and he lost the 
sight in one eye, his playing skills were still sharp 
due to being a natural ball player with an early 
career as a professional tennis and soccer player. 
He was fond of saying ‘In the land of the blind, the 
one-eyed man is king!’

Joe was a king in our hobby, a discerning 
collector and frequent traveller to the great links 
courses, who will ever be remembered and missed 
by all of his close friends.

    Bill Roberto

Joseph Tiscornia

14



R&A, USGA, CSS, COGU, EGU, ELGA, 
LGU, PGA, BIGGA…the world is full of 
acronyms, and golf has contributed its fair 

share.  One acronym that is always ringed on the 
calendar by greens committees is the STRI visit, 
and the following is an account of how the world- 
renowned Sports Turf Research Institute was 
founded 

Like many sports, golf is dependent on grass, 
the condition of which is crucial to the performance 
and enjoyment of the game. Unlike most sports, in 
golf, each playing area is specific to that individual 
location, and it is the variety of prevailing conditions 
that is one of the great charms and challenges of the 
game. Today, tennis, rugby, both codes of football 
and cricket, with structures and rules devised, for 
the most part, in the third quarter of the Nineteenth 
Century, have become so commonplace, that we 
tend to take them for granted, along with the 
surfaces they are played on. 

Golf and cricket prospered with the spread 
of suburbia.  While golf evolved from the sheep 
and rabbit cropped links beside the sea and 
found its place among the heavier clay soils of 
the metropolitan centres, cricket, also dependent 
on mowing and grass quality, spread into the 
industrial northern regions, and was, like golf, 
essentially linked with the pastoral:

‘The cricket field itself was a mass of daisies, 
buttercups and dandelions, tall grasses and 
purple vetches and thistledown and great clumps 
of dark red sorrel, except of course for the oblong 
pitch in the centre-mown, rolled and watered - a 
smooth shining emerald of grass’.1

The need to prepare and maintain acceptable turf 
areas was common to the developing organised 
sports of Victorian Britain, and it was in this period 

that golf courses evolved from the natural to the 
managed environment. With the rapid growth 
of the game, a knowledge of how to prepare and 
maintain turf became imperative. America led the 
way, setting up turf grass trials centres, such as 
Placutt Turf Garden, Connecticut, as early as 1885, 
and Rhode Island Station in 1890.  In 1920, the USGA 
set up the Arlington Turf Garden in Virginia, led by 
CV Piper and RA Oakley, who had  published the 
influential Turf for Golf Courses in 1917. 

‘When in America I found the courses had 
improved beyond all knowledge since my visit 
in 1911. The Americans are developing their grass 
for greens on such good and scientific lines that I 
expect that they will get their greens firmer and so 
away with the soft ones’2.

By the 1920s, with more than 1000 courses 
established in Britain, haphazard research was 
carried out by individuals and suppliers of 
seed, fertiliser and equipment to the growing 
golf industry. There was clearly a need for some 
coordination and sharing of ideas. The golfing press 
ran articles on green keeping, such as the column 
written by the Yorkshireman, Norman Hackett, 
for Golfing magazine. One of many examples is 
his 1924 article3 on the value of lime on the links. 
A trained chemist who was also a county-standard 
golfer, Hackett became interested in experimenting 
with the treatment of turf and the investigation of 
grass species. At this home club, Keighley, West 
Yorkshire, Hackett and his friend Percy Clough, a 
mill owner and leading golf administrator, carried 
out trials and experiments on plots along the edge 
of the 17th fairway. He was aware of the organised 
nature of American research and wanted British 
golf to have the same benefits (RA Oakley visited 
Hackett in Bingley in 1926). 

‘Research into Greenkeeping Problems’

The Sports Turf Research Institute recently celebrated its 75th anniversary. 
A review of the Institute’s early years is here provided by 

Colin Reiners
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The merits of acid soils engaged golf architect 
Alister MacKenzie for many years, writing to 
warn the directors of Hazelhead in Aberdeen: ‘the 
Advisory Green Section of the US Golf Association 
have spent millions funding research that proved 
conclusively that the best grasses would only grow 
on acid soils.’ 4  During the 1920s, MacKenzie wrote 
and lectured extensively on greenkeeping and 
course design; as the architect and adviser to many 
West Yorkshire clubs, he was well known to Hackett 
and Clough. Following this period, turmoils in his 
private life meant that MacKenzie spent increasing 
amounts of time in the US and this curtailed his 
involvement in the British scene. He did, however, 
write extensively while in America, promoting the 
role of science and research in golf. 

In 1927, Hackett wrote: ‘as there is as yet, 
no British Scientific Green Committee, it was 
pleasing to hear of individual experiments being 
undertaken and carried out by others.’5  Although 
these individual initiatives were fruitful, efforts for 
a national research organisation were hampered by 
the lack of central governance for the sport. The 
R&A and the national golf unions were, at this time, 
in the very early stages of negotiations to establish 
individual spheres of responsibility for the sport. 
A key figure in these negotiations was Norman 
Boase, who was elected to the St Andrews and the 
R&A green committees in 1907, becoming chair of 
both in 1912.  He sought the formation of a joint 
Advisory Committee with the golfing unions, in 
order to avert a potential struggle over control of 
the sport. Common interests to all parties included 
handicapping and the maintenance and upkeep of 
courses; control of the sport and research into golf 
turf would both become part of the same agenda.

At the R&A Green Committee on 26th March 
1924, Boase suggested ‘that invitation be issued 
to chairmen of other green committees proposing 
that a meeting be held at the time of the amateur 
championship with a view of bringing committees 
in all parts of the country into closer touch.’6  Later 
in the year, he reported that after this meeting, 
they agreed to the establishment of a forum to 
‘collect and distribute information regarding 
greenkeeping.’ Titled the Scientific Advisory 
Committee, they recruited the leading people in the 
field, and discussed setting up a research station.7

The R&A had mixed response from clubs, and the 
lack of financial certainty led to the abandonment 
of ideas for a research station. However Norman 
Hackett and Percy Clough, saw in the imminent 

formation of the English Golf Union, the opportunity 
to link green keeping research more directly to the 
clubs via their unions. The R&A handed over a sum 
of £303 13s 6d, previously collected for research 
purposes and let the Golf Unions Joint Committee 
‘get on with the job’.

The Board of Research into Greenkeeping 
Problems8 was constituted at a meeting of the 
British Golf Unions’ Joint Advisory Committee held 
in Liverpool on Tuesday, 26th February, 1929, when 
a resolution in the following terms was adopted:

That a Board of Research for Golf and 
Greenkeeping in the British Isles be, and is 
hereby established to be elected annually by the 
Joint Advisory Committee, and that control and 
management financial and otherwise of Research 
be vested in the Joint Advisory Committee.9

This resolution followed on the preliminary 
work carried out by the national unions during 
the previous year, when they explained to their 
constituent clubs the full nature of the proposal. 
Subsequently, promises were received from the 
four unions for a sum of approximately £2000 per 
annum for a minimum of five years.

Having agreed terms of reference, a board, 
legal entity and a budget, the priority was to 
establish a research station and appoint personnel. 
In March 1929, Sir Robert Greig produced a report 
recommending the St Ives Estate at Bingley, in the 
West Riding of Yorkshire, as the site for the research 
station. The position was central for the UK, very 
accessible, had several soil types available for 
experimental purposes, and was generally suitable 
for investigations under average conditions of soil 
and climate.

Purchased eighteen months earlier by the 
Bingley Town Council, primarily to own and 
consolidate the main supply of water to the town, 
the mansion and estate were to be developed as a 
golf course and hydro hotel, for the benefit of trade 
and visitors to the town.

Delightful views through the surrounding woods 
of ash, fir, beech, silver birch, may be enjoyed on 
all sides, and at an elevation of 900 feet behind 
the manor house there is a fine stretch of heather 
grouse moor, It is the intention of the Council to 
construct a golf course on this higher land10

Alister MacKenzie produced designs for three nine-
hole routes through the estate; later his brother 
Charles took over the project, working closely with 
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the new research station.
To start the work of the station, three acres of 

land were rented in the parkland section adjacent 
to the Manor House, in which five self-contained 
rooms were rented. Estate sheds and greenhouses 
were taken over. The experimental grounds next 
to the House were on light loamy soil, but a wide 
range of other soil types was available and the 
difference in elevation ranged from 600 to 900 feet.

The scientist, RB Dawson, was recruited from 
the Rothamstead Experimental Station to lead 
the organisation. Dawson appointed research and 
advisory staff, as well as personnel to operate the 
field trials and laboratories. Along with Norman 
Hackett he made advisory visits, wrote reports 
and published trial outcomes. He was to remain 
Director for 35 years.

Writing in the first edition of The Journal in 1929, 
Dawson stated that:

the object of the Station is to place green-keeping 
on a firm basis11

By August of the same year, he wrote that:

Big strides have been made. Laboratories are built 
and being fitted, the ground is in good tilth, and 
sowing operations were conducted, grass at the 
time of writing (August) is making satisfactory 
growth. 

The activities of the Research Station are 
watched with great interest by golf clubs and 
seedsmen throughout the country.

Dawson also related numerous experiments and 
trials, including the planting of a trial green with 
stolons of velvet bent grown by Mr Hackett, at 
Keighley Golf Club, and moorland plots to see to 
what extent certain grass species can tolerate soil 
sourness. 

Contemporary knowledge of turf and soils was 
derived from research into agriculture; however, 
Dawson, along with Alister MacKenzie, understood 
that the needs of golf were very different. In one of 
his first reports Dawson wrote:

turf required for golf is entirely different to that 
required for farming12

MacKenzie put forward the same argument: 

It would be difficult to emphasise more strongly 
the importance of treating turf for golf entirely 
differently to that of agriculture.13 

From Pasatiempo he wrote: 

Agricultural experts and greenkeepers often make 
the mistake of treating turf for playing fields on 
a similar lines to that required for feeding cattle. 
Even Drs Piper and Oakley, who have done 
so much on a scientific basis, in their earlier 
experiments as evidenced in their book Turf for 
Golf Courses, made this mistake.14

Financially, the Research Station relied on 
subscribing clubs, who were asked to pay depending 
on ‘the size of membership and financial position.’ 
There was no fixed annual subscription. It was 
suggested that a minimum fee of £2 2s 0d was sent 
to the Union ‘as the Research station do not have 
sufficient clerical staff to deal with subscriptions.’15 

The suggested rate for a visit to advise a club 
was £4 4s 0d for a visit and £5 5s 0d for a report.

Glowing testimonies were sent to The Journal 
and golfing press from clubs encouraging others to 
subscribe:

The greens under your treatment , are in beautiful 
condition and I strongly recommend any club 
to follow your advice, and to have a yearly 
inspection.16

A letter from J Louis Kirkby of the Moortown Club, 
describes how: 

prior to the International Match, Great Britian v 
America, the club, contemplating the returfing of the 
seventeenth fairway, on the advice of Major Charles 
MacKenzie and Mr Norman Hackett, various tests 
were carried out and treatment made. The fairway is 
now the best on the course, and the treatment given 
had cost approx £10 compared to a probable coat of 
£200-300 for returfing.17

First Director of the STRI, RB Dawson
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Such testimonies were common as the Board 
needed to encourage clubs to sign up and 
contribute financially. By 1931, 500 clubs received 
advice, including overseas subscribers Cannes 
Country and Royal Cape Golf Clubs. Other sports 
to use the service. included Twickenham (rugby), 
Lords (cricket), Queens Club (tennis), and Arsenal 
and Newcastle football clubs. 

 By 1932, the station was established and 
successful, and received golfing benediction when 
Bernard Darwin visited in 1932.

Writing later in Country Life: 

Science and Greenkeeping, an extraordinarily 
interesting place. High up above a smoky valley 
of manufacturing towns stands St Ives Manor 
House, and one end of it provides laboratories 
and offices for the Board of Research. 

At the end of an inimitable article, he concludes:

In short, the research station is a really wonderful 
place, where wonderful good work is being done.

How distant and primitive now seem the days 
when the one treatment for greens was comprised 
in the historic words of Old Tom:

Mair saund, Honeyman.

Darwin’s praise holds good today!
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IN COMMON WITH MOST PARTS of the 
country, the Isle of Wight has lost golf courses 
over the years. However, many members may 

not realise just how many have gone from such a 
small area, which still retains eight clubs and at 
least two small private hotel courses.  Of those 
courses that have disappeared, the most famous 
was the Royal Isle of Wight (1882-1961), followed by 
The Needles Golf Club (1888-1950(?)); Isle of Wight 
Ladies Golf Club (1893-1914); Bonchurch Golf Club 
(1897-1914(?)); Chale Golf Club (1905-1936); and 
Park Farm Golf Club at Seaview (1905-1914(?)).

So it was with a sense of suppressed excitement 
that I met Philip Truett off the ferry on a chilly March 
day for a nostalgic trip to the site of the old Royal 
Isle of Wight Club near Bembridge. Members may 
be aware that Philip, in common with myself, has 
great interest in anything to do with the RIOW GC. 
With Philip carrying his trusty James Braid mashie 
we strolled around the old RIOW course, (now 
owned by the National Trust), taking the odd shot 
and a sharp look out for the NT custodian!

At ten the next morning we set off along the 
southern coastal road of the island, but having to 
detour via Whitwell to Niton because of a recent 
slippage of the road surface. This is an area known 
as the Undercliff, which is prone to subsidence and 
often loses land into the sea. A vast area of road loss 
from the cliff-top between Niton and Blackgang 
in 1924 ultimately caused the closure of the small 
Chale Golf Club, which was perched on top of 
Gorecliff immediately above Blackgang. A new 
road was built in 1936, right across the top of the 
cliff, and through the first and ninth holes.

 Philip and I pulled into what is now called the 
Viewpoint car park in preparation for walking over 
what remains of the old course. I have one or two 
photographs of various holes and a very rough 
idea of how they were played. Those of you who 
may know the area, will soon realise how fit these 
old players were, as there are many steep slopes, 
rising to 590ft. above sea level.

The pair of us, with Philip still armed with 
his trusty mashie, battled the slopes in the 

Lost Courses on the Isle of Wight

Tony Gazzard
describes an exploration of ancient courses from the beginnings of the last century

Edwardian green in the Chalk Pit at Chale
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strong wind. Some of the holes would have been 
quite magnificent, especially the Ninth and last, 
played across a ravine to a green in front of the 
clubhouse. Until you actually stand on the area of 
the old tee, you get no inkling of how difficult this 
hole was. The clubhouse is still there, now a private 
residence, in the hands of the same family that 
acquired it after the closure of the course.

Duly invigorated by our experiences, we motored 
on round the coast to the Needles, passing 
Freshwater Bay Golf Club. This started life as the 
Needles Ladies Golf Club in 1894 but became a 
separate Club in 1897.

 From Freshwater it is only a ten-minute drive to 
the old Needles course, right at the western tip of 
our diamond-shaped island. The tip of this finger of 
land finishes in three large pieces of chalk rock and 
a lighthouse – famously picturesque.

 The course was built by the soldiers from the 
garrison at nearby Goldenhill Fort. They also built 
two batteries that were cut deep down into the 
chalk right on the tip. The top battery was taken 
over by Saunders Roe for testing the Black Knight 
and Black Arrow rockets during the late 1950s to the 
early 1970s. I spent six months of my apprenticeship 
out there during the 1960s.

 We parked the car near the old Needles 
clubhouse (now a private residence) and walked up 
the lane to the first tee, as if members of old. Once 
over the fence style, we could still see the first tee 
and the green – probably a par three. A short walk 
up the hill takes you to what we surmised was 
the second tee. From here on, for a short while, it 
became difficult to follow the layout, as gorse had 
encroached over a large area. However, our friends 
the National Trust have started to clear it and in 
time it may become more obvious. Walking out 
towards the point, many of the holes are quite close 
to the cliff edge. Many a ball must have finished in 
the sea, some 440ft below!

Philip and I counted at least a dozen greens and 
many more tees. We both came to the conclusion 
that it would not take very much to restore it once 
again to a magnificent golf course. However, the 
National Trust and ramblers would be very much 
against it! The turf, being on chalk, is magnificent, 
which Philip duly tested with his mashie.

Once we reached the tip (after nine holes?), we 
arrived at the fence where in the 1960s I was sent, 
(together with other apprentices) to keep members 
of the public out, during static rocket firings. It was 

probably done to keep us out of the way! I couldn’t 
resist a quick peep at the old testing site, although 
very little now remains. Much has been removed or 
covered over, although there is talk of opening an 
area for a small exhibition.

The view from the end is magnificent. On a 
clear day, Looking west, you can see Bournemouth, 
Swanage and beyond. To the north east you can 
see Alum Bay and the famous coloured sands and 
beyond them, Hurst Castle. Without a plan of the 
course, the actual way it was played is extremely 
difficult to work out. Wandering back down to the 
start point some of the greens we assumed were 
closing holes may well have been played on the 
first nine. However, we are pretty sure the last green 
was situated in a chalk pit cut into the side of the 
down, but was it a par three or four?

 This begs the question: have any of our members 
a score card, or better still, a course layout, of either 
Chale or the Needles? I know both Philip and I 
would dearly like to learn more about both of these 
magnificent old courses and would welcome any 
help we may get from members.

We never managed to visit the Park Farm Golf 
Club at Seaview, which folded around the time of 
the First World War. It may have been a spin off 
From Ryde Golf Club which started life in 1895, 
at Westridge Farm and is only about one mile 
away. Ryde closed down in 1905 and was not 
reconstituted until after the First World War at a 
new site just west of the town. Apart from the 
names of the President, Captain and Secretary, I 
have been unable to find any other information 
about Park Farm Golf Club.

The pair of us enjoyed a pint and a sandwich at a 
nearby pub after our walk around the two courses. 
I duly went home and fell asleep in the early 
evening. Philip caught the 1800hrs ferry on his 
way back to Croydon. Knowing how I felt, I don’t 
know how he managed to stay awake behind the 
wheel of his car!

 If any of our readers can help with information, 
they can write to me at 23 Home Farm Close, 
Sandown, Isle of Wight, PO36 9QF, e-mail at 
RNAGAZ@AOL.COM or phone 01983 407725.
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The first professional tournament held at Chale in 1911. From l to r:
Back: Stanley St John Jacobs, unknown, Howard Mursell, Ernest Trickett, Archibald Milton Theobald, 

Front: Charles John Jacobs, Charles Harris, E Newberry, unknown, Charles Scott?, Percy Lockyer,
Fred Mew (Chale professional/greenkeeper).

A glorious view over the Needles course

Professional tournament at the Needles GC between the wars
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An Appreciation 
by 

Christopher Ibbetson

J MICHAEL BROWN WAS BORN IN 1853, 
the son of a Fife engraver Tom Brown. He was 

educated at George Watsons in Edinburgh  and 
trained at the Royal Scottish Academy, being 
awarded a travelling scholarship in 1885/6, which 
enabled him to travel to Florence and Venice. His 
studio was in Picardy Place, Edinburgh, which he 
shared with several other artists. He travelled up the 
coast to spend holidays at St Cyrus, Angus where 
he painted many landscapes, seascapes and river 
scenes, often incorporating his dog Hector in the 
pictures. He exhibited  works at the Royal Academy 
(1890-1900), at the Royal Scottish Academy (1879-
1897), in the Glasgow Institute and regularly at the 
Aberdeen Artists Society (1890-1902). 

Michael Brown was an original member of the 
Morningside Golf Club and also of Mortonhall, the 
successor to the Morningside Golf Club. He was 
also a prominent member of the first council of 
Mortonhall and a scratch medallist in his day. 

The Life Association of Scotland connection 
with golfing reaches far back into the past. It was 
the members of the Life Association Golf Club 
who first mooted the idea of starting the Insurance 
and Banking Golf Club which later became the 
Duddingston Golf Club. The golf course was built 
on land known as Duddingston Park and belonging 
to the Duke of Abercorn. The course was opened in 
1895 having been designed by Willie Park Junior. 
Mrs Turnbull Smith, wife of the then manager hit 
the first shot and Mr Turnbull Smith was the first 
captain of the Club.

In 1898 a match took place to mark the opening 
of the enlarged clubhouse at Duddingston between 
two golfing professionals, Ben Sayers and Willie 
Auchterlonie and Leslie Balfour-Melville and 
Freddie Tait representing the amateurs. The 

James Michael Brown  – Artist

match was commemorated by Brown for the Life 
Association of Scotland and forms the calendar for 
the year 1899 entitled Match at Duddingston (Fig 
1). Sayers and Auchterlonie beat Balfour-Melville 
and Tait by 3 up and 1 to play. The picture itself 
fairly bulges with the prominent men and woman 
of the banking and insurance world at that time. 
The presence of the ladies adds some liveliness to 
the scene. (The illustration is also featured on this 
year’s cover of Through the Green).

Such was the success of this picture that the 
Life Association of Scotland resolved to have a 
companion calendar for 1900, A Match at Byfleet, 
(Fig 2) with those golfing giants Horace Hutchinson 
and Mure Fergusson playing eighteen holes of 
match play and the chiefs of some of the principal 
English banks and insurance companies as 
interested spectators. The match took place over the 
New Zealand golf course on the 24th of April 1899 
with Hutchinson defeating Fergusson by 4 up and 
3 to play.

Michael Brown was commissioned to paint the 
golfing images by Mr Turnbull Smith, Manager 
of the Life Association of Scotland from 1885 to 
1908, a fellow member of Mortonhall, stalwart of 
another five clubs in Edinburgh and Captain of the 
Edinburgh Insurance and Banking Club (and who 
is painted as a bystander in two of the pictures). It is 
doubtful whether the idea came from Brown himself 
as he always maintained he was more adept at land 
and seascapes. He however painted a picture for 
the Life Association of Scotland annually from 1892 
until 1915 with a print being made of each one and 
used as a calendar. 

We can speculate why the Life Association of 
Scotland chose golf for its annual calendar and Golf 
Illustrated in 1905 says that although this: 
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Fig 1. Match at Duddingston, Mr FG Tait and Mr Leslie M Balfour-Melville versus B Sayers and W Auchterlonie, 26 March 1898

Fig 2. 1900. A match at Byfleet between Mr HG Hutchinson and Mr S  Mure Fergusson, 24 April 1899
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might seem to savour of exclusiveness, and even 
of narrowness when one considers the wide range 
of sports which lend themselves to interesting 
pictorial representation we are by no means 
sure that in sticking to golf the directors of the 
Association are not showing a deep and wise 
discernment. Golfers at least will appreciate the 
compliment thus paid to the game but from the 
business point of view there is perhaps more than 
the great and ever increasing popularity of golf to 
account for the Association’s long and unbroken 
series of golfing pictures.

It must surely be the aim and desire of a 
Life Assurance Association to prolong the lives 
of those who take out policies with them and 
what sport is there that can compare with golf 
as a cure for all the ills that flesh is heir to or that 
more surely endows its followers with health and 
vitality. Other things being equal the man who 
plays golf is more likely to reach old age than the 
man who does not because it is the most health 
giving recreation in the world and even those of 
feeble constitution have their lives prolonged by 
its healthful pursuit.

The father of Ken MacPherson, Professional at 
Walton Heath and Society member, who worked 
for the Life Association of Scotland for 44 years 
was involved in the transfer to the new office in 
George Street in Edinburgh when the Princes Street 
office was closed in 1967. The original Michael 
Brown paintings or most of them were taken to 
the new premises. Five of the originals by this 
time had been lost for varying reasons. The blitz 
which hit the London office may have taken care 
of some and there was flood damage to property at 
some time at the head office in Princes Street. Ken 
MacPherson can recall his father bringing home 
dozens of calendars for himself and his sister to use 
as cardboard. Ken only wishes that he could wind 
back the clock. 

The series started in 1892 with a picture titled 
St Andrews from the Links (Fig 3) but the artist for 
this particular image was John Blair. The centre of 
the calendar is occupied with a coloured picture 
of St Andrews from the links and shows in the 
foreground a golfer in red jacket and knickerbockers 
preparing to play a shot over a bunker to the hole 
while his opponent stands slightly to the right of 
the player. On the top left hand corner are the arms 
of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club showing St 
Andrew with the cross, while immediately below 
is the figure of a medieval caddie in leather jerkin 
and flowing tresses bearing a number of clubs 
on his shoulder. The work was done by Messrs 
Banks and Co. of George Street, Edinburgh who 

were responsible for the printing of the series of 
calendars. 

The first image produced by Michael Brown was 
for the 1893 calendar and is titled North Berwick (Fig 
4).  The image shows Point Garry with golfers holing 
out on the first green and the famous golfing and 
seaside town nestling in the yellow bay. There are a 
few spectators with a lady holding a red parasol and 
a child sitting on a seat overlooking the beach. Once 
again there are a number of vignettes surrounding 
the image and the advertising art work is of a high 
quality.

In 1894 the subject of the illustration is the 
picture Playing to the Briars (Fig 5) representing 
what might have been accepted as an international 
foursome over Hoylake. John Ball is shown playing 
out of a bunker to the Briars Hole. Behind him 
stands Harold Hilton and behind him again are 
John  Laidlay and Leslie Balfour-Melville. Each 
golfer has a caddie and clubs near to him. In the 
background and ranging across the entire picture 
is the picturesque little village of West Kirby . 
The magazine Golf states ‘that the grouping is 
admirably done and shows the artist is completely 
familiar with all the conditions to make an effective 
golfing group.’   

There was a change of style in 1895 and the first 
non-colour calendar of the series was produced. 
Michael Brown took for his subject the match between 
JH Taylor and D Rolland on 15 June 1894 at Sandwich 
(Fig 6) in the final of the match-play competition 
amongst amateur and professional participants in 
the recent Open Championship. 

The two players occupy the foreground with 
Rolland holing out and Taylor looking on with his 
own ball lying dead. The famous bunker The Maiden 
is in the background and the clubhouse can be seen 
nestling amongst a clump of trees. Golf magazine 
expresses the opinion ‘that a improvement has been 
made in departing from colour and in adopting what 
for a lack of a more correct technical description 
may be described as a bromide process’. 

The event was an opportunity to test the relative 
value as match-players of the professional and 
amateurs by the institution of a formal match on 
the cricket analogue of ‘Gentlemen versus Players’. 
The amateurs were soundly beaten. The players 
who constituted the amateur team were chosen 
by the committee of St Georges Golf Club whilst 
the professionals were picked by Old Tom Morris, 
Charlie Hunter of Prestwick, Jack Morris of Hoylake 
and Ramsay Hunter of Sandwich. The event was a 
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Fig 4. 1893. North Berwick                                                                                                      

Fig 3. 1892. St Andrews from the Links (Artist John Blair) 
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match play competition with each game consisting 
of one round. In the final Rolland beat Taylor by 2 
up and 1 to play.

The original artworks for the golfing images 
produced for the Life Association of Scotland 
are painted mainly in watercolour and pencil en 
grisaille which is a technique of painting in various 
shades of grey washes and produces a clarity 
usually obtained in photography. Michael Brown 
would probably have used this process. As with 
early photo lithographic processes being in black 
and white, it reproduced very well and better than 
colour pictures.

Later on the prints reverted to colour but 
the processes had improved and the ability to 
reproduce the original paintings was that much 
better. Many illustrators of the Nineteenth Century 
used the grisaille technique. This may explain why 
the first three calendars only were in colour and 
the remainder either in sepia or black and white 
until 1913, with a less elaborate form of art work 
for the surrounding advertising, by which time the 
reproduction process had presumably improved 
sufficiently to enable the colour calendars to be 
reintroduced.  

In an article for the USGA and Turf Management 
magazine for June 1957 the author confirms that his 
friend DM Mathieson who had known the artist 
had told him that the wonderful accurate likeness 
in the portraits of prominent golfers is due to the 
fact that  Brown used to have the golfers sit for him 
while they were attending golf competitions so that 
he could sketch their portraits directly from life.

The artist chose as the subject for the 1905 
calendar the victory of Walter Travis in the Amateur 
Championship at Sandwich 1904 (Fig 7), which was 
possibly one of the most striking events of the 
golfing year. The picture shows the final between 
Travis and Edward Blackwell. The scene is the fifth 
green at Sandwich with the historic Maiden in the 
background and is particularly appropriate as in 
more than one match at this hole, Travis holed one 
of his phenomenal putts. The illustration shows him 
addressing the ball with the famous Schenectady 
putter. The other portraits include a number of 
the American amateurs who took part in the 
Championship giving the picture an international 
flavour which it had not had before. Golf Illustrated 
of 1905 says that ‘a word of praise must be bestowed 
on the treatment of the background. Never has 

the Maiden and its surrounding territory been 
more realistically and at the same time more 
artistically presented. The whole mise en scene 
recalls most poignantly the features of that 
distressful bit of golfing country’.

Most of the figures in the annual illustrations 
are instantly recognizable and to make certain 
there is a key to each picture apart from the first 
three calendars and those calendars issued from 
1908 where the personalities are identified on 
the calendar and advertising surround. Many of 
the early paintings show the game of golf to be 
relatively unorganised as demonstrated by the 
close gatherings of spectators which as a result 
become intimately involved with the game in 
progress and play a major part in the images.

However in 1906 there are no gatherings of 
spectators as Michael Brown took as his subject 
the first tee at St Andrews and under the shadow 
of the Royal and Ancient clubhouse grouped 
together all the Open champions who were alive 
at the the previous year’s Championship. Old 
Tom Morris is the central figure with Braid in 
close attendance and to the right and left John 
Ball, Harold Hilton, Jack White, JH Taylor, Bob 
Ferguson, Willie Auchterlonie, Sandy Herd, 
Harry Vardon, Willie Park Jnr, Jack Burns, Jamie 
Anderson (who died in August 1905), David 
Brown, Bob Martin and Willie Fernie. The 
calendar is titled The Surviving Open Champions 
St Andrews 1905 (Fig 8). The Championship that 
year was won by James Braid with a score of 318. 
Runner- up  was JH Taylor. 

This article will be continued in
the September issue of Through the Green
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Fig 5. 1894. Playing to the Briars, Hoylake                                                                               

Fig 6. 1895 Golf Tournament at Sandwich: match between JH Taylor and D Rolland, 15 June 1894 
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Fig 7. 1905.  Amateur Championship at Sandwich, 1904                                                                                    

Fig 8. 1906. Surviving Open Champions St Andrews, 1905                                                               
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with
Gillian 
Kirkwood

THE LADIES’ BRITISH OPEN AMATEUR 
CHAMPIONSHIP returns to Littlestone-on-
Sea, Kent, this June, 111 years since it was 

first held there in 1894. The first Championship, 
held at Lytham St Anne’s in 1893 was deemed a 
great success, even although Horace Hutchison, in a 
letter to Blanche Martin in Golf, prophesied a dismal 
failure: ‘Women never have, and never can unite to 
push any scheme to success…’ ‘They are bound to 
fall out and quarrel at the slightest provocation…’ 
‘Constitutionally and physically women are 
unfitted for golf…’ and finishing his diatribe: ‘The 
first Ladies’ Championship will be the last….’

The LGU and the competitors at Lytham were 
not to be dissuaded by Mr Hutchison’s gloomy 
remarks, and held a very successful Championship 
with a very worthy winner in Lady Margaret Scott, 
who beat Miss Issette Pearson, the founder and first 

Secretary of the LGU, by 7 & 5 in the final. With 
great foresight and resolve, those present chose 
Littlestone for their second Championship.

The Ladies’ Golf Club at Littlestone had been 
founded in 1891, and Mabel Stringer, who was later 
to play a major role in the LGU and early ladies’ 
golf, was the first Ladies’ Captain. The Littlestone 
Ladies played most of their golf on the men’s 
course and only deferred to the nine-hole Ladies 
course, nicknamed the ‘hen-run’ for their own 
competitions, which were few and far between.  
The Ladies were quite insular in outlook, and knew 
very little of golf elsewhere. Miss Stringer had been 
out of the country in the previous year, and knew 
nothing of the LGU and the first Championship. 
In the autumn of 1893, the Secretary of the Men’s 
Club, Mr Wintle, a bachelor, asked Miss Stringer 
to play and entertain a Miss Issette Pearson from 

Competitors assemble in 1894 for the second Ladies’ Championship at Littlestone
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the LGU, who was coming to look at the course for 
the following year’s Championship. It was the start 
of a long and fruitful friendship between the two 
ladies.

Miss Stringer, in her book Golfing Reminiscences 
(Mills and Boon 1924) relates that she took Miss 
Pearson to play on the men’s links, and ‘beat her 
quite respectably, not in the least understanding 
the some-what uncomplimentary surprise at my 
having done so expressed by Dr Laidlaw Purves, 
Mr Arthur Adams and other distinguished golfers 
who had accompanied Miss Pearson to Littlestone’. 
After that first encounter, Miss Stringer joined the 
LGU as the delegate from Littlestone, represented 
them for over twenty years, and for a while was 
Assistant Secretary.

The draw for the 1894 Championship was made 
in London. The Hon Secretary announced that there 
were 63 entrants, and with commendable speed of 
thought, one of the Vice-Presidents nominated his 
wife to obviate a bye and even up the numbers.

Miss Stringer’s name was first out of the hat, 
and she relates ‘How vividly that scene comes back 
to me – the little crowd, mostly players waiting 
their turn to go off, the brilliant sunshine, the red 
coats….  Following some of the matches were a few 
spectators, curious to see how women could play. 
Lady Margaret Scott (Cotswold) and the northern 
crack, Mrs Ernest Catterall (Lytham and St Annes), 
had about a dozen or so round them, for both 
enjoyed quite a big reputation’:

E  Catterall would scatter all
If in the fateful draw
She had not got the champion Scott.
Who is a gowfer braw.

Lottie Dod (Moreton), the Wimbledon Tennis 
Champion, was beaten in the third round at the 
Nineteenth, as was local hopeful Miss Stringer who 
lost by 4 & 2 to Miss Lena Thomson (Wimbledon). 
Also playing in the Littlestone Championship 
was Mrs Tennant, who entered from Cannes, 
France, the elder sister of Misses Molly and Sybil 
Whigham, and incidentally the first Scot to enter 
the Championship. She had a fine run, succumbing 
in the quarterfinals to Miss Pearson (Wimbledon) 
on the last hole. Miss Starkie-Bence (of drives 
immense) of Eastbourne, reached the semi-finals, 
but was beaten by Lady Margaret on the Thursday 
afternoon. Miss Pearson beat Miss May Mugliston 
(Lytham and St Anne’s) by 9 & 7 in the other semi-
final, and thus the scene was set for a repeat of the 

1893 final. Lady Margaret had never been taken 
past the fifteenth green whilst Miss Pearson, whom 
you may remember was organising the tournament 
as well as playing in it, had close encounters which 
may have exhausted her. 

The Friday morning dawned calm and fine and 
a large crowd gathered to watch the play. The early 
part of the match was touch and go with first one 
and then the other gaining the honour, and at the 
thirteenth hole Lady Margaret was only one up. 
Miss Pearson played well, but lost it round the 
greens, and Lady Margaret holed a long putt on the 
Sixteenth to win by 3 & 2. 

The account of the Championship week in the 
bi-weekly paper Golf, June 5, 1894, says of Lady 
Margaret  ‘…there is little doubt that she towers 
head and shoulders above all her competitors.  Her 
perfect swing is by no means the greatest point in 
her favour; she excels equally by reason of repose 
and ease of her play. There is no pressing, no 
haste, no nervous anxiety apparent….’ A spectator 
remarked that ‘…so long as one lady can play so 
fine a game, the Ladies Golf Championship will be 
a contest worth a long journey to see’.

This second Championship was perhaps even 
more important than the first; it proved that ladies 
could play a Championship on a men’s course 
(Littlestone was 4286 yards), it established the 
Championship as a serious and viable event; and it 
disproved Horace Hutchison’s theory that ‘The first 
Ladies’ Championship will be the last…’.

It also introduced Miss Mabel Stringer to 
Miss Issette Pearson, and the two ladies formed a 
formidable partnership. Miss Stringer went on to 
found the Veteran Golfers Association,  started the 

The LGU Championship Trophy
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Girls’ Championship, and organised many other 
associations and tournaments over the next twenty 
years. She became the first Chairman of The Women 
Golfers’ Museum in 1938.  Incidentally, Issette 
Pearson was its first President.

The Women Golfers’ Museum was delighted 
to have the opportunity to mount a small display 
of 1894 memorabilia in the Littlestone clubhouse 
during the 2005 British Ladies Open Amateur 
Championship from June 7-11.  

Sixty-four ladies, golfers all,
Stout and large and thin and small,
For the championship fought at Littlestone, 
To let the champion there be shown.

Dear ‘Auntie Drake’ of sturdy make,
With heart so large and tender;
Tho’ named a drake, my word you’ll take, 
She’s of the female gender.

And ‘Nieley’ too looms into view,
Armed with her brassy trusty;
And if she’s down, she ne’er will frown
Nor turn the least bit crusty.

Now Starkie-Bence, with drives immense,
Clears both canal and bunker,
But on the Green, it will be seen,
The little hole will funk her.

Dame Cameron will hammer on, 
In spite of all disaster.
With stately mien, a golfer keen,
There’s few who can outlast her.

E. Catterall might scatter all,
If in the fateful draw
She had not got the champion ‘Scott,’
Who is a golfer braw.

Now Lottie Dod, so neatly shod, 
Stands forth upon the tee;
On tennis green she is the queen,
At golf what will she be?

But Peregrine Birch can’t be left in the lurch,
She’s got a rod in pickle;
D. Jeffrey, she, ‘twixt you and me,
Doth much my fancy tickle.

Mrs Stanley Stubbs, on the green has rubs
Which she takes with a smile benign;
Though golfing of late has turned her pate,
Yet singing is more in her line.

A dame from France1 now meets our glance, 
Round whom opinion rages,
And whether she will beat I.P.
Will be seen in final stages.

These verses were found one morning during the 1894 Championship lying on the floor of the 
clubhouse, and were written from ‘The Cottage, New Romney’. According to Mabel Stringer in 
her book Golfing Reminiscences  ‘The original is, or was, preserved among the archives of the 

Littlestone Ladies’ Club’.

Mrs Stewart, a golfer who grew at 
A forest near Tunbridge  Wells;
So neat in her play, ‘tis needless to say
She’ll make a good match for the swells.

Our thoughts now linger around Miss Stringer,
The local Captain genial
We’ll long recall her care for all,
She’s slaved like any menial.

The famous ‘Lena’2, have you seen her
Deadly short approaches?
When these you see, you will agree
This golfer Tom Dunn coaches

As Mrs Willock, drives a hillock
Somebody call out ‘Ah!
Now what is that?’ ‘You silly flat,
She is a rising star.’

Mrs Hoare from the West must play her best
In meeting a Wimbledon crack,
She must drive along ball, or she will feel small
With this golfer whom caddies do back.

Miss Terry is a strong one, very,
She’ll ‘terryfy’ the field;
A golfer she from Anne’s-by-Sea,
Who can her driver wield.

A Southdown player3, who is not a stayer,
As ‘Mashie’ arrives on the scene;
In writing she’ll shine, more than in the golf line, 
For ‘divots’ she’s noted, I ween.

The Wimbledon pet is Miss Issette,
Who plays a real good game;
Lady Margaret Scott might prove too hot
Unless a ‘dark horse’ came.

(Endnotes)
1 Mrs Tennant
2 Miss Lena Thomson
3 Miss Blanche Martin

31



IT WAS, I THINK, ABOUT 1862 that I got on 
speaking terms with Tom Morris. I had before 
that seen him play in 

foursomes especially when 
Colonel Fairlie and he played 
against Mr Erskine Wemyss 
and Allan Robertson during 
the medal weeks. But he 
had left Allan’s workshop 
in 1851, three years after his 
glorious victory with Allan 
against the two Dunns. 
During these eleven years 
he was custodian of the links 
at Prestwick. For three years 
after Allan’s death Auld 
Da’ looked after St Andrew 
links; but fortunately Tom 
was secured for the situation, 
which he now so honourably 
continues to hold. 

On his arrival at St 
Andrews, the city of his 
birth, for his new duties, he 
took a small shop (part of the 
site of Rusack’s Hotel now), 
when Jamie Wilson went 
up the ‘brae’ to what was 
considered nearer the lug o’ 
the law. While here he made 
for me the most beautiful 
wooden niblick ever I saw; 
the head is in imitation of 
Allan’s but the handle was 
thin and tapering, with a 
steely spring. I afterwards 
got a silver shield put on it for the work which it 
did. After that he went up to his present premises, 

and let the upper flat to the Thistle Golf Club, of 
which I was a member till the end of the Sixties. 

I am not going to give 
a monograph of the high 
priest of the hierarchy of 
Golf; it would take a volume 
to record his achievements 
and give a faithful account 
of his life and work. But 
what was he doing amongst 
the golfers of old?

First of all he began to 
put the links in thorough 
order. What would have 
been the state of things 
today if Tom had not 
brought his infallible cure 
of saund for all the diseases 
that the cut-up ground 
was heir to? It was a very 
important match indeed if 
he was not constantly seen 
taking up bits of cruelly cut 
turf and placing them in 
blank spaces with a press 
of his foot. What a boon 
it was too, when he put in 
the tins into the holes on 
the putting green. Since his 
enthusiastic endeavours 
for the improvement and 
preservation of the green, 
the Royal and Ancient Golf 
Club have given him nearly 
carte blanche in the way of 
money. With a strong force 

he laid out the fine second course, which, for the 
old associations of the first, would be seen as fine a 

Golf and Golfers of the Old School
Tom Morris

In this article from Golf IIlustrated in 1900, the Reverend Dr JG MacPherson 
reminisces about one of the most famous names in the history of golf, his friend, 

Old Tom Morris
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green as exists.   
Tom had, in my college days, this very 

commendable trait of character; not only did he, 
like Allan, encourage a young player by his kindly 
words, but he would actually volunteer to waste his 
time playing with a real golfer without a fee. Many 
a single did I then play with him, to get my own 
hand in for my very heavy matches, and when he 
and Bob Kirk were maintaining a most successful 
partnership against all comers, they played 
many a practising match against Major Boothby 
and myself. In 1865, Tom and Bob tackled and 
vanquished the brothers Park at St Andrews; Willie 
Park and Andrew Strath, who had succeeded Tom 
at Prestwick, on Strath’s adopted green; and on the 
same green, Willie Park and Dow. In the same year 
Tom and Strath challenged the world for £100, but 
nobody accepted the challenge. Until Tommy came 
forward to play against me I had many a match 
with Tom. 

Twice has Tom won the champion belt at 
Prestwick before his return to St Andrews; and in 
1864 and 1867 he went back to Prestwick to win 
it again. During the four succeeding years the 
trophy was carried off by his illustrious son. The 
achievements of father and son have been unique 
in the golfing world. 

I noticed Tom’s remarkably methodical and 
temperate character at the tournament over Perth 
Links in 1866. We occupied the same rooms for four 
nights. He wisely looked after ‘number one’ as to 
his dietary and baths; but blackstrap (stout) and his 
pipe were his only luxuries. Of course, Golf was our 
only subject of conversation, for golfers cannot be 
moderate in that respect.  When they meet over a 
little sloe gin and a pipe they have Golf on the brain. 
The cracks were all there; but so much confidence 
had Tom in me that he challenged any two to play us. 
The two first men in the tournament, Bob Andrews 
of Perth and Andrew Strath (Open Champion the 
previous year) accepted the challenge. On the 36 
holes we were dormy one; but by an inexplicable 
process which Tom and I have never been able to 
clear up to satisfy both parties, we lost the hole after 
playing one off two, and halved the match. Still 
I shall ever esteem Tom for his confidence in the 
player he had so kindly trained.  

Tom’s matches against Willie Park are historical; 
perhaps no tougher struggle was ever experienced 
on so many occasions between two players at the 
top of the tree; yet, on the whole, honours were 
about evenly divided. And Park was a formidable 

rival, the most formidable according to Tom himself, 
for Park gained the Open Championship four times. 
I am not, however, going into these in detail. 

The warrior who, in his 78th year, went round St 
Andrews in 87, has still to be reckoned with. His 
loose, ‘hunkered’ swing is well suited to his years. 
But he will approach with anyone still where he 
knows every foot of the ground. He can laugh at 
the missing of short putts, for he is always there or 
thereaboot with the longer ones, and it is long since 
he gave up placing his forefinger down the handle 
for the orthodox style, and thereby completing the 
cure.

The first of the interesting ‘best-ball’ matches 
was played by Messrs Robert Clark and Gilbert 
Innes against Tom. I remember following the 
players; and I never thought that Tom had so much 
to contend against. When they beat him by a single 
putt, I thought it strange. But only lately, in Tom’s 
sanctum we concluded that for one man to beat the 
two others with their choice of ball, he must be able 
to give each of them separately, about a third. 

Tom’s sanctum is where the Thistle Clubhouse 
was, the principal windows overlooking the green. 
From this, Tom can detect any delinquents at the 
home putting green, or smooth down some dispute, 
when no one thought he was on the watch. Piles of 
Golf and Golf Illustrated give evidence of his literary 
turn of mind. Could he only write as he can speak 
he would out-Grace Grace in the literature of the 
game. As a very worthy Elder of the Kirk (according 
to AKHB) ‘that great and good man’, he has the 
Bible on his side-table; and, if I am not mistaken, he 
has a capital copy of Burns beside it.

How can I condense my ideas of the genial and 
honest man himself? He is truly one of ‘Nature’s 
gentlemen’. He is a’ bodie’s bodie – all things to all men. 
He sends his tyro customers away as well pleased as 
the most affable tailor can please one careful in taste 
about his clothes. He is either playing or arranging 
matches. He has had royalty among his pupils, and 
the ladies’ putting green would be dreich without 
his courteous encouragement. Over the country he 
goes to lay out new greens, according to the Hoyle 
of the game. Artists have painted him, poets have 
sung him, lady amateurs have admired him. No 
one in the golfing world is so widely known, and, 
when known intimately, so beloved, as the grand 
old Nestor of Golf – Tom Morris. 

On Fame’s triumphant wings Tom’s name shall soar
Till Time shall end, or golfing be no more
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Letter from America
by Brown Ale

IF YOU MIGHT BE A GOLFER, or if you might 
live in Augusta, Georgia, then the primary 
indicator that the springtime has arrived 

is the staging of The Masters golf tournament. 
This year the 69th annual event of that tradition 
drew thousands to the city on the Savannah 
River including a bunch of ‘us guys.’ The adjunct 
event where I take attendance is the Golf Writers’ 
Association awards dinner where I can always 
find interesting folks and (B)GCS members, too. I 
don’t go table to table checking name badges but 
the only Brit I saw was Tim Smartt, who was with 
Bud Thompson’s group, which included Mary Ann 
Sarazen. At my table was that literary machine Sid 
Matthew (expecting a shipment of his latest Bobby 
Jones title the next day) and John Fischer III.  Also 
there were regulars Jim Knerr, Dick Donovan and 
first-timer Andy Reistetter.

At the dinner, there are two types of presentation 
speeches: award-winning golfers addressing the 
media and award-winning writers addressing their 
peers. Vijay Singh, Male Golfer of the Year, said, 
as he looked out over the sea of guests, ‘I never 
knew there were so many golf writers.’ In terms 
of erudition, that’s a median response from one of 
‘them’ who can sink a 35-foot putt on a stimp 11.5 
green and in turn have graced our podium in the 
last decade. What is far more entertaining is hearing 
from the likes of Al Barkow and Dan Jenkins, two 
of this year’s literary honorees. When they mount 
the dais, we all listen with rapt attention and they 
rarely fail to entertain.

We collectors, and I mean all of us, have been 
asked more than once, by speculators no doubt, 
what the golf collectibles of the future may be. If we 
only knew, eh? But I see an item coming out of the 
awards dinner having that tantalizing uniqueness 
that may make it an eBay winner in another ten or 
twenty years—or less. When a writer like Jenkins 

is honored, Golf Illustrated prints a small volume of 
his most pithy stuff and places one on every chair. 
They are neatly bound in hard cover and are in a 
numbered limited edition. Not being a bibliophile, 
I’m probably sticking my nose in an area where I 
don’t belong but I think those little books will be 
real winners down the road (and, unfortunately, I 
have no extras copies so don’t call me).

The honorable Jack Nicklaus gave an extended 
interview before the Masters began and one of the 
things he said should be noted. It may be an item 
of extreme interest in the future. There is mounting 
talk of doing something—specifically with the golf 
ball—to stabilize and protect the current length of 
golf courses. Although he wasn’t sure if it would 
actually happen, he said The Masters would be the 
place most likely to try it, ie everyone playing with 
a uniform ball deadened to be 10 or 15% shorter 
than current balls.   ‘…there’s only one place that 
could do that to start it, and that would be here,’ 
said the Golden Bear.

David Berkowitz, long the host of the GCS Chicago 
spring meeting, is reshaping that event in a unique 
way.  This year, May 13-14, the group will be 
convening at the Glen Club, home of the Illinois 
Golf Hall of Fame and the Illinois PGA Foundation. 
The meeting portion of the weekend will include 
trade tables and a question and answer session 
with Mike Keiser, founder of the Bandon Dunes 
Club, the much-heralded set of seaside courses in 
Oregon. The hickory golf outing has given way 
to separately arranged golf at one’s choice of area 
five courses which have hosted a US Open or 
Amateur—Olympia Fields, Skokie, Beverly, North 
Shore or Medinah. I ask you, what other meeting 
gives you a choice like that?

For the second time in six years, the US Open will 
be contested at the gem of the North Carolina 
Sandhills, Pinehurst’s #2 course.  At deadline time 
for this piece, the buzz was already well under way, 
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six weeks before the first practice round.  Perhaps 
the most interesting change to the club since the 
1999 Open is the addition of a bronze statue of 
Payne Stewart outside the clubhouse.  His tragic 
demise months after his historic win made him a 
hero of epic proportions in the Pinehurst environs, 
report Nigel & Fiona. By the way, the acclaim 
garnered by #2’s status as a multiple US Open 
venue comes with a price. A foursome with caddies 
will run you and three friends a total of $1,672 plus 
caddie tips, thank you very much.

‘Human Remains Found on Golf Course,’ the 
headline read. That would be enough of a grabber 
to cause any golfer-sleuth to read on, purely for 
curiosity’s sake, as did our roving cousin Fiona.  It 
appears a fellow discovered his girlfriend dead in 
bed and thinking he’d be blamed for it, buried her 
in a golf course under construction in Georgia. The 
boyfriend was charged with concealing her death 
and abandoning the body, but not killing her.

Randy Jensen, to whom the moniker of Tiger Woods 
of hickory golf was applied several years ago by Golf 
magazine, was featured in another major magazine 
spread this spring—with full-page photo portrait. 
Travel & Leisure Golf did a story on the philosophical 
arguments of his regression from modern clubs to 
playing hickories exclusively. The primary setting 
for the piece was his come from behind victory at 
the 2004 National Hickory Championship. Writing 
of the difficulty of the course and Jensen’s four-over 
finish, author Jonathan Dee said, ‘and if you think 
you can do better, let me tell you, laddie, you’re not man 
enough.’  Does that put an even bigger target on 
Jensen’s back?  The NHC is August 4-6; stay tuned.  
Better yet, come on over for it.

It looks like the March slot on the hickory tour 
now belongs to Tad Moore’s Southern Fourball 
Tournament. Tiger Jensen and his fellow Omahan 
Rob Ahlschwede took top honors this year not only 
slicing through stiff competition but contending 
with the weather as well. The winds were so severe 
that balls on the putting green rarely stayed at 
rest. On a commercial note, Tad’s golf company is 
announcing their new line of modern-made hickory 
shaft clubs, which adds yet another wrinkle to the 
ongoing spread of players playing with retro-clubs.

Ralph Livingston is gathering the faithful at 
Kingsley, Michigan June 24-26 for another Hickory 
Open, held on a spectacular (really spectacular) golf 
course. September 24-25, Doug Marshall will hold 

his second CB Macdonald Tournament at Niagara-
by-the-Lake, Ontario. It’s only a full driver shot 
from Niagara Falls and those who played last year 
in the mixed format competition were extremely 
complimentary. November 3-6, Rob Pilewski 
will again stage the Mid-Pines Hickory Open 
Championship in Southern Pines—the Pinehurst 
adjunct community. His first effort was a roaring 
success last November; this promises to be just as 
good. These five hickory tournaments have raised 
the bar for hickory competitions to a high level. 
They are unique in that they are open to all golfers 
(not just GCS members), they are true competitions 
not merely casual golf outings, they stand alone 
as golf events without having an adjoining GCS 
meeting and they are the core of a sustained hickory 
tour which is growing.

The group on this side has been hard at it for over a 
year now extending the size and scope of the GCS 
web site. Roger Hill, Ralph Livingston, Andrew 
Crewe and Executive Director Karen Bednarski 
have made the site a pleasant and informational 
stop for casual surfers as well as members looking 
for specific information. Current members can 
purchase advert space to sell merchandise. There 
is also a Forum for ongoing golf e-conversations. 
The GCS calendar of events is neatly situated on 
one page so members can find what they want 
quickly and a schedule of hickory golf events 
can also be found. The site is open to all with no 
member password control, so golf enthusiasts 
around the world may feel free to check it out.  
www.golfcollectors.com

Don’t forget the GCS Annual Meeting, 
September 9-13 at World Golf Village, St. Augustine, 
Florida. Come on over and join the fun. Looking 
ahead? In 2006 we’ll be in Las Vegas, Nevada, the 
town that never sleeps. The current saying goes, 
‘what happens in Vegas, stays in Vegas.’ In 2007 
we’ll gather in Buffalo, NY, the tall flagpole for 
‘Buffalo wings,’ that irresistible snack, along with 
other delicious favorites like beef on weck and the 
ubiquitous fried bologna sandwich. More on those 
towns and their good qualities later.

Hit ‘em hard and straight this summer and don’t 
skimp on the beer afterward.

Brown Ale
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I ENJOYED A CHAT WITH BOB HALSALL the 
other day on the eve of his 90th Birthday. As a 
nonagenarian he is still fit and still plays well, 

though of course his length is not what it was: ‘you 
lose a yard a year after 40’ he once 
told me.

Bob’s first meeting with Henry 
Cotton was as a fellow competitor, 
whilst assistant to McEwan and 
Sayner, in the Liverpool Daily 
Post Tournament at Birkdale. 
Cotton arrived in a smart new 
Mercedes. The eventual winner 
Archie Compston, arrived by 
a free lift on a milk float from 
Southport. Cotton came second 
in that tournament, but as he left, 
just waved to the Caddy Master 
and said ‘We did not do too well 
in the money today’ and drove 
off without giving him any tip for 
having gone to a lot of trouble to 
select and replace a suitable caddy 
for Cotton. Cotton’s liking of money 
was to become evident in later times. Bob met him 
at many tournaments thereafter.

Cotton, to be fair, did good work for the Red 
Cross early in the Second World War, before being 
called up, playing in exhibition matches in golf 
clubs all over the country. In the latest history of the 
R&A Traditions and Change Steel and Lewis point 
out that Cotton raised some £26,000 from playing 
66 exhibition matches – it was not to be till the 1980s 
that the Open Champion received that amount 
for his labours. What is not reported however, is 
that whilst Cotton did not charge for playing in 
the matches he did reclaim his petrol expenses 
and charged for giving his personal slide show to 

the members of the host club in the evenings of 
those matches. He earned far more for the evening 
slide show (travel photos, famous golf courses and 
players he had played with etc) than the home 

professional golfer, with whom 
he had that day played, earned in 
a week.

In the late autumn of 1949, Bob 
visited his old wartime interpreter 
who had been with him crossing 
the Rhine and discovering the 
Belsen concentration camp. After 
a spell with his friend in Holland 
he decided to see how the affluent 
lived in Monaco. He flew to Nice 
and taking a taxi, arrived outside 
the Hotel de Paris on a delightful 
hot evening. Seeing the Casino 
that first evening he went in. 
There with his back to Bob was 
Cotton, watching the tables (but 
not playing!)

‘Hello Bob what are you doing 
here?’ said Cotton. ‘I am just seeing 

your world Henry!’ replied Bob. They had a couple 
of drinks and enjoyed a friendly conversation. 
Cotton then asked what Bob was doing and whether 
he wanted a job. Bob replied that he had no money. 
Cotton had just started his famous indoor school. 
His wife Toots got the business in by talking to all 
the women golfers and suggesting they take lessons 
from Henry, her husband, the Open Champion. 
The previous year he had run a school in Monaco, 
hitting floating golf balls into the Mediterranean, 
(see Cotton H: This Game of Golf. Country Life 1948 
Ch 38, p198).

‘Bob, I will be there at the building next to the 
Sporting Club at 8.30 for my first lesson at 9.00!’ 

Reminiscences of Henry Cotton

Bob Gowland
talks to Bob Halsall, about times spent with his friend and contemporary, Henry Cotton 

Bob Halsall at 90
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said Cotton. On the Monday morning Bob reported 
for work and Cotton generously handed over a 
young woman, Paule Settimo with her mother, 
who wanted to learn the game, as his first pupil. 
Bob eventually got her down to 2 handicap! She 
and her Mother visited Birkdale every year and 
accompanied Bob to each Open he competed in. It 
was she who was to be insulted in the clubhouse 
in Carnoustie when they went to have a drink with 
Hogan. (TTG December 2003.) She was also there 
when Bob came tenth in the Open in 1954 and 
where his cheque did not even cover the cost of his 
caddy!

Halsall and Cotton worked happily in 
adjoining rooms in Monaco. They leased the rooms 
separately. They had no partnership as such, just an 
association – what they earned they kept. There is 
an illustration of them on page 127 of Cotton’s My 
Golfing Album (Country Life 1959). Once at the end 
of a week Cotton asked if Bob had taken the fee for 
the lesson that had just finished. Bob said that he 
was not bothered he would collect it on the Monday 
after the pupil’s next lesson. Cotton quite agitatedly 
said ‘No! No! Bob – you must take the money off 
them whilst the tears of gratitude are still in their 
eyes’!

This association worked well for a couple of 
years. However in 1951 when Bob happened to be 
putting on the practice green at The Monte Carlo 
Golf Club, where he played with his pupils and 
customers, he overheard the President of the Club, 
M. Jean-Charles Rey, saying forcefully to Cotton 
‘Tell your wife not to interfere!’ Cotton, unwisely 
as it turned out, strongly remonstrated with the 
President saying ‘She is only trying to help!’ Jean-
Charles said again ‘Tell her not to interfere!’

The President stalked off and as he went past 
Bob said ‘Your friend Cotton won’t get his contract 
back next year!’ Toots’ meddlesome personality 
was by now well known. 

And so it proved to be. Bob arrived back the next 
autumn and was re-engaged by the President of the 
Golf Club who was to become a close friend. Cotton 
was not re-engaged. In the Casino that first evening 
Bob was startled to see Cotton, who said ‘You know 
what they did! What are you doing here?’ Bob said 
reasonably ‘If it was not me to carry on teaching it 
would be someone else. So it might as well be me!’ 
Cotton then moved to Penina in the Algarve. 

Bob went on to enjoy decades of winters at 
Monaco being put up by the Club in the Hotel 

de Paris or the Hermitage and continued as a golf 
coach. He proudly says he has been a golf pro for 
‘over a century’ as he did 50 years at Birkdale and 
(simultaneously) well over 50 years at Monaco. He 
has just last year retired from Monaco to return to 
enjoy Birkdale and his family for the first winter 
here in decades. As a proud Lancashire lad he says 
he looks forward to making it 100 years as one. 

In March TTG, the date given for the centenary 
match against Erewash Valley quoted 14th of April 
rather than the 14th of May, as it correctly appears in 
the Fixture List. Following on from this, the date for 
the Midlands Spring fixture at Moseley was given 
as Friday, the 17th of May, when in fact it was the 
Friday, the 17th of June. Entry form was accurate in 
the second case, but that’s no excuse. So apologies 
to all those of you who rang up Dick Durran and 
Keith Bilbie urgently looking for a game. And sorry 
to them both for having to soothe a lot of fevered 
brows. Mea culpa. 

In the article on Golf Photography at St Andrews, 
the age of Thomas Rodger at his death was given 
as 50, when in fact it was 56. The author was never 
any good at maths. 

Dollar Ladies’ Golf Club are selling a flight of six 
lockers dating from circa 1910, which would make 
an ideal storage place for surplus hickories. Item 
measures about 72 x 52”. Any reasonable offer over 
£100 considered. All proceeds to refurbish the Club 
locker room. Buyer collects and gets a free round of 
golf if able bodied.
Contact Christine Malcolm on 01577 840871.

Due to family ill health, I wish to reduce my holdings 
of Woods, Irons, and Putters. All wood shafted and 
in good to very good condition. Approx 80 Woods, 
150 Irons and 60 Putters.. Please contact Gordon 
Taylor 26 Pearmain Way, Stanway,Colchester, Essex 
CO3 0NP. 
Or godfrey.taylor@tesco.net  
Telephone: 01206 330680.

Corrections

For Sale
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SWINGING A FLAIL helps a golfer find out 
what good timing feels like. For thousands of 
years farmers have threshed their corn with a 

flail. To generate power, the farmer must time the 
stroke and start slowly in the downswing. This was 
too difficult for Gustav Vasa. 

The golf swing is like a swing with the flail. The 
arms are the upper stick, the club is the lower stick. 
The wrists are the leather cords. Here Åke Eriksson 
from Lidingö and Örebro demonstrates that theory 
and practice go well together. I took this picture 
in 1973, when Åke had just won the Swedish 
Seniors’ Championship. Golf does not get any more 
beautiful than this.

Gustav Vasa, who was king of Sweden from 
1523 to 1560, knew nothing about golf. Still he had 
problems with his swing. When he tried to hide 
from the Danes he posed as a simple farmhand. 
He got a job on a threshing-floor, but the girl who 
worked with him blew his cover. She saw that he 
could not swing his flail.

The purpose of the flail is to beat the ears of 
corn so that the grains fall out. Two sticks are tied 
together with leather cords. When you swing one 
stick the other stick, which has a thick piece of 
wood tied to it, swings along with great speed. If 
the timing is right, the second stick hits powerfully 
flatly against the corn on the floor.

Let Fly with the Flail

Antiquarian swing dynamics from Sweden, explored by
Pehr Thermaenius

Flail mechanics from Åke Eriksson A flail from our local museum in Täby.
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The Egyptians threshed their corn with flails. 
Pictures of pharaohs show them holding a flail. 
Later, the flail has been used to explain where the 
power comes from in a good golf swing. The leather 
cords are the wrists, the upper stick symbolises the 
arms and the lower stick is the club. The point is 
that the wrists, like the leather cords, are used only 
for binding the club to the arms.

The English aeroplane designer David Williams, 
who worked on Concorde, has done a mathematical 
analysis of the golf swing with the help of a photo 
of Bobby Jones. Bobby’s entire swing is shown in 
one picture with the help of flashes that were fired 
each 100th of a second.  One of David Williams’ 
conclusions is that Bobby Jones did not add any 
power by uncocking his wrists. He got it all from 
rotating.

But golf instructors don’t need mathematics to 
let the flail demonstrate to their pupils what good 
timing feels like.

In the 1934 American novel Out of the Rough, the 
young millionaire Robert Hale travels to Scotland 
to learn golf. He must learn how to swing so that 
he can win the club’s most beautiful woman. His 
teacher is the old player and club maker Sandy 
MacGregor. Sandy takes Robert to his threshing 

floor and shows his pupil how to swing the flail. 
This is a very important exercise, says Sandy. The 
lesson does not end until Robert has threshed 
Sandy’s entire harvest. Later, when Robert is 
allowed to swing a golf club, Sandy explains:

‘Ye maun always remember your twa hands are 
a fixed part o’ th’ club an’ th’ bend o’ your wrists is 
like th’ cord that binds th’ swingle ta th’ handle o’ 
th’ threshin’-tree.’

I made myself a flail to cultivate my timing. 
When I first swung, the tip of the flail hit the ground, 
just as the club head gets in front when I try to hit 
a golf ball. Later I learnt to start my downswing 
slowly. Then I could smack the flail flatly into the 
ground with my whole strength. It made very big 
pitch marks in our lawn. Those swings felt great. 
Maybe I swing better than Gustav Vasa.

A warning: Even a beginner can generate great 
power with the flail. I recommend my readers to 
use modern cords and fasteners for their flails, 
rather than leather cords and string.

The books: The Science of the Golf Swing by Dr 
David Williams (Pelham books 1969). Out of the 
Rough by Joseph T Shaw (Windward house 1934). 
Reprinted in 1991 by Flagstick Books.

Flail in actionKing Gustav Vasa – who had a poor flail swing
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The ‘Vardon’ Grip
Jon Wendelhof’s letter in the March TTG raises 
the interesting subject of the overlapping grip. JH 
Taylor, in the letter of 19 December, 1938 to Mr 
Parker, makes clear his view as to the origin, and 
he reacted in forthright fashion to the apparent 

views of Henry Cotton on the subject. 
If any doubt remains that JE Laidlay, two 

times Amateur Champion, was the inventor, it is 
dispelled in a letter from Laidlay himself dated 10th 
January, 1939. Laidlay was by then aged 78 and 
it appears that Mr Parker wrote to him following 
receipt of JH Taylor’s letter. 

There can be no clearer statement than the third 
paragraph of the Laidlay letter: ‘personally I have 
not the least doubt that I was the first person to use 
the grip.’ What is surprising is that the belief that 
Vardon invented it, has continued.

Who was Mr Parker?
John E Parker, a Yorkshireman, was a golf 

journalist who died aged 85 in 1943. He joined the 
profession at the age of fourteen and for 43 years 
he wrote for the Bradford-based Yorkshire Observer 
under the byline Taxameter. By 1938 he would have 
become an elder statesman amongst golf writers. 
That he was held in respect and affection is clear 
from the tone of Taylor’s letter. 

Parker’s obituary describes him as ‘no mean 
player in his younger days, of the game which 
meant so much to him’. He was prominent in the 
formation of golf clubs in the West Riding, notably 
Shipley. He also tried to persuade Bradford 
Corporation to build a municipal course, and his 
lack of success over this was a disappointment to 

John Laidlay, around 1900, 
demonstrating the original overlapping grip
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him. Golf wasn’t his only interest: lawn tennis, the 
Esperanto movement and the works of Dickens 
were others. A man of parts!

After the exchange of letters with Taylor and 
Laidlay the Taxameter column on January 13th, 
1939 was devoted to the grip. It appears that he 
had written on it before, for he starts the piece 
by making ‘no apology for returning to the 
matter again’. He describes the overlapping grip 
as succeeding the palm grip so clearly seen in 
pictures of Nineteenth Century golfers. He goes on 
to say that he believed he was the first golf writer 
to have drawn attention, 45 years earlier, to the fact 
that Taylor and Vardon were both using the new 
grip without the other knowing it. Interestingly, 
he maintained that James Braid only achieved the 
success that qualified him as the third member 
of the Great Triumvirate after changing from the 
palm to the overlapping grip.

As to what triggered Mr Parker to write in 
the first instance to JH Taylor is not clear. Taylor 
refers in his letter to Parker to having sent him a 
cutting. Presumably this was an article by Henry 
Cotton. For a great golfer of one generation, Taylor, 
to describe the views of a great golfer of a later 
generation, Cotton, as ‘claptrap’ is strong to say the 
least. Suggesting that he be allowed to ‘stew in his 
own juice’ is perhaps justified coming from a five-
times champion. Cotton had only won twice by 
then!  ,

Anthony Shone Cast of Harry Vardon’s hands at South Herts GC

John E Parker
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Harry Colt’s 1907 Revisions to Ganton
Members may be interested in the attached 
document, which was sent to members prior to the 
1907 AGM of Ganton GC. It is interesting that the 
Hon Sec, S Hirst should have taken so much trouble 
over the document, quoting from so many sources. 
His Assistant Secretary at that time was Henry 
Gullen, who no doubt helped with the research. 
Gullen later took over from Hirst at Ganton, leaving 
in 1914 to join the R&A as Secretary until 1940, a 
good long stint in the position.

The majority of the holes are still in similar 
positions, although they have of course been 
stretched. The General Meeting was held in the 
Grand Hotel, Scarborough on the 8th of July, 1907, 
and it is stated that the opinion of Mr HS Colt of 
Sunningdale as to the best methods of altering 
the course be accepted and that these alterations 
should take place. Colt’s fee for the advice was 
£13/10/- including expenses.

Ian McK Douglas

GANTON GOLF CLUB, 
LIMITED

______________________
 THE COURSE

The Green Committee think it desirable to send 
round to members the following considerations 
affecting the Ganton course, previous to 
definitively reporting the exact alterations which 
they suggest.

They have invited Mr H Colt of Sunningdale 
to visit Ganton at the end of June to advise and 
report on matters connected with the course. 

At the General Meeting on July 8th, the 
Committee will be in a position to make 
some definite suggestions as to the several 
improvements of the course.

The following matters may be considered:
1. the length of the course as a whole
2. the length of the different holes on the 

course and some possible changes
3. the further guarding of greens and the 

alteration or addition of bunkers in 
certain parts of the course.

1. The Length of the Course as a Whole
The average length of the five Championship 
Courses is about 6140 yards, varying from 
Hoylake 6355 yards to Prestwick 5948 yards. The 
present length of the Ganton course is 5702 yards. 
It would probably not be difficult to add 200 or 
250 yards to the course and thus bring it up to the 
standard of the two shortest of the Championship 
courses. This matter is not, however, nearly so 
important as the consideration of the relative 
length of the holes on the Ganton course.

2. The Length of the Different Holes on the 
Course and some possible Changes

It may be assumed that one of the main objects to 
be aimed at in a golf course is that it shall present a 
good variety of the different kinds of holes which 
are considered to be good length holes and which 
are arranged so as to bring out the best skill of the 
player. From this point of view it is worth while 
to consider the length of the holes on some of 
the best courses. The following table shows this 
for two Scottish and two English championship 
courses, and also for Deal (admitted to one of the 
best courses in England) and for Sunningdale, 
which has been recently laid out according to the 
most modern ideas of some golf experts.

It is not uncommon to divide holes into 3-shot 
holes, 2-shot holes, etc. But a high wind will 
upset the accuracy of such divisions at once, as a 
500 yards hole may be a 2-shot hole for a scratch 
player with a wind behind, and a 3-shot hole with 
a gale in front. A rough division may be made into 
a) Long holes over 400 yards; b) Moderately long 
holes from 330 to 400 yards; c) Intermediate length 
holes from 220 yards to 330 yards, and short holes 
under 230 yards which are either d) longer 1-shot 
holes over 160 yards, or e) shorter 1-shot holes 
under 160 yards.

The above lengths are approximately correct 
within a few yards, but there have been some 
changes made since the figures were drawn up.

If this table be examined, a comparison of these 
courses with Ganton shows the following facts:
1. Long Holes. The average number for these 

championship and selected courses of holes 
over 400 yards is close on six for each course. 
At Ganton there are three.

2. Moderately Long Holes. The average number 
for these courses of holes from 300 to 400 
yards is also close on six for each course. At 
Ganton there are three
      The numbers of the two above kinds of 
long holes together are St Andrews thirteen, 
Sandwich eleven, Prestwick ten, Hoylake 
fourteen, Deal twelve, and Sunningdale ten 
At Ganton there are only six.

3. Intermediate Length Holes from 230 to 330 yards. 
Of holes of this kind, H Vardon says: ‘Holes 
from 230 to 330 yards are not good holes, 
because they give an almost equal chance to 
the man who has driven well and the man 
who has driven badly.’ The average number 
of holes of this length on the above six courses 
is just over three. At Ganton there are nine.

Holes St 
And-
rews

Sand-
wich

Prest-
wick

Hoy-
lake

Deal Sunn-
ing-
dale

Gan-
ton

Long  400yd+
Lg 331-400yd

Intermediate 
231-320 yd

Sht 161-230yd
Short under 
160 yd

5
8

3

0
2

4
7

4

3
0

5
3

5

2
1

7
7

0

2
2

7
5

3

1
2

7
3

4

2
2

3
3

9

2
1
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     If Vardon’s opinion is correct (and it is 
shared by many other experts, amateur and 
professional) it may be desirable to lessen the 
number of holes of this length on the Ganton 
course.

4. Longer One-Shot Holes. As regards holes from 
160 to 230 yards, which will be one shot 
holes for good players except in an adverse 
gale, Ganton does not differ much from the 
selected courses.

5. Shorter One-Shot Holes under 160 Yards. 
Ganton has only one such hole, the Eleventh, 
with the carry over the trees, which gives the 
hole a special character of its own. There is no 
hole on the course which can be compared as 
regards its general features with the two short 
holes at St Andrews, or the two at Hoylake, 
or the two at Deal, or the two at Sunningdale. 
All the above short holes are popular and are 
considered to give excellent tests of accurate 
golf. It is worth consideration whether it 
would not be advisable to have one such hole 
on a well-guarded island green at Ganton. 
When so much must be done and ought to 
be done for the long driver in the modern 
improvement of courses, it seems a good 
thing also to give the short driver a chance of 
showing twice in a course if he can compete 
in accuracy with a stronger player on a short 
hole. Some of the best courses, including 
Sunningdale, so recently laid out, recognise 
this principle. Vardon says: ‘there should be 
two short holes even in a nine-hole course.’ 
Mr Horace Hutchinson says: ‘It is well to 
have two short holes on your course.’

It may be inferred from the above 
comparison that it is desirable to lessen the 
number  of holes of from 230 to 330 yard 
on the Ganton course by lengthening some 
holes, and introducing perhaps, one more 
short hole. 

If the holes were increased to over 400 
yards, and the two holes brought up to about 
380 yards, and one short hole added, the 
result would be as follows:

Holes Ganton 
as at 

Present

Ganton 
as 

proposed

Championship 
and Selected 

courses 
(Average)

Over 400 yards
331-400 yards
231 – 330 yards
181 – 230 yards
Under 160 yards

3
3
9
2
1

5
5
4
2
2

6
6
3

1.5
1.5

3. The Further Guarding of Greens and the 
Alteration or Addition of Bunkers in Certain 
Parts of the Course
The question of existing bunkers may be first 
considered. There has come to be of late years 
almost an united opinion among those expert 
amateurs and professionals who have devoted 
much time to the consideration of what a good 
golf course ought to be, that too many cross bunkers 
across the course (except to catch a bad tee shot) are a 
mistake, and are not in the interest of really good 
and accurate golf.

Mr Low, the well-known St Andrews player, 
who is an expert at this branch of golf knowledge, 
says: ‘hazards which are cut across a course are 
bound with or against certain winds to be either 
ridiculous or detrimental. It is a coarse kind of 
hazard that only demands of the player that 
he should send his ball over it up in the air in 
almost any direction. Yet how many such bunkers 
exist on modern courses?’ He points out that a 
successful long shot slipping round the corner of 
a green guarding bunker that is not a mere trench 
cut across the course is a much greater pleasure to a 
good golfer than pitching over a trench.

Mr Horace Hutchinson says there should be 
no cross bunkers on the course at all except in the 
case of a one-shot hole.

Cross Bunkers for Tee Shots
Mr Hutchinson would, therefore, rule out a cross 
bunker for the tee shot on the ground that you 
must put it either so far away that, with the wind 
against, an ordinary man cannot carry it, or else to 
avoid this so near the tee that it has no interest at 
all unless the wind be against.

It does not seem at all necessary to go so far as 
this regards the tee-shot and the cross-bunker. It 
appears to be generally accepted that cross hazards 
for the tee shot should not in any case be further 
than 120 yards. From this point of view the Ganton 
course is fairly well arranged.

At the Second, Seventh (new), Tenth, and 
Fifteenth there are no hazards on the fair course 
to catch the ordinary drive. There are cross 
hazards at the Third (gorse 80 yards), Fourth 
(bunker beyond gorse 90 yards), Eighth (bunker 
118 yards), Eleventh (furthest railing 124 yards), 
Thirteenth (gorse 77 yards), Fourteenth (bunker 
117 yards), Sixteenth (furthest railing 121 yards), 
Eighteenth (furthest railing 141 yards).

Of these the road at the Eighteenth is the only 
cross hazard that practically exceeds the 120 yards 
limit; and here the green is easily reached in a 
second shot by a weak player who plays short. 

At the remaining holes there is always a way 
round such as at the First (bunkers 148 and 163 
yards), Third (bunker 150 yards), Eighth (bunker 
on left 219 yards), Ninth (bunkers 111 and 121 
yards), Twelfth (furthest bunker 121 yards), 
Sixteenth (trees 150 yards), Seventeenth (furthest 
limit of sandpit 154 yards).

There is, Therefore, no need apart from the 
‘gorse’ question to consider the question of cross 
bunkers for tee shots.

Cross bunkers in the other parts of the course 
are a very different matter. They may be divided 
into those which are ‘through the green’, or on the 
main course, and those which guard a green.

Cross Bunkers on the Main Course
As to those ‘through the green’ or on the main 
course, Vardon says: ‘Really I am no believer at 
all in bunkers placed across the course. Bunkers 
should be placed down both sides of the course, 
and they may be as numerous and as difficult as 
the controlling authority like to make them.’
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Mr Hilton says: ‘Cross bunkers running right 
across the course are gradually becoming a thing 
off the past, and the intelligent men who lay out 
golf courses are gradually reducing them to a 
comparative minimum.’

Mr Colt, the well-known amateur player, who 
has practically created the Sunningdale course, 
says: ‘The compulsory carry over the cross hazard 
for the second shot should be avoided. There 
should be hazards making the player place his 
shot for a clear line to the green. But there should 
be a way round.’

If these opinions, which are now so widely 
shared, are correct, cross hazards on the main 
course should, where possible, be modified so 
as to make a way through or round for players 
without leaving the fairway. These hazards on the 
Ganton course are at the seventh hole, ninth hole 
(railings), tenth hole (railings), twelfth hole, and 
the fourteenth hole. Whatever may be possible 
about the railings, it seems desirable to alter the 
three cross bunkers at the Seventh, Twelfth and 
the Fourteenth, especially as they are at what in 
these days of the rubber-cored ball considered to 
be a bad distance even for a cross bunker, at the 
Seventh (287 yards), at the Twelfth (253 yards) 
and the Fourteenth (287 yards). Cross bunkers 
are hardly ever put down now, but if one were 
put down to catch the second shot at a long hole 
it would probably be at about 320-330 yards. Some 
relief may be given to short players in this way 
without in any way lessening the value of the 
course as a test of first-rate golf. 

Cross Bunkers Guarding Greens
There are four bunkers of this kind at Ganton, 
if the Twelfth, which is nearly a cross bunker is 
included, ie at the Second, the Fourth, the Twelfth 
and the Fifteenth. This raises part of the general 
question of how greens can best be guarded, and 
how approach shots can be made most interesting. 
Braid says: ‘I believe in the side hazard (not the 
cross hazard) as being the fairest, and also calling 
for the most accurate play, especially near the green.’ 
Mr HW Fowler, who has made  the Walton Heath 
course (Braid’s course) says: ‘To my mind there 
should be an entrance to all greens.’

It may be desirable to open up one or two of 
these holes and provide a narrow and guarded 
entrance instead of the bunker right across the 
course.

Further Guarding of Greens and Addition of 
Hazards
‘Good hazards,’ says Mr Fowler, ‘are almost the 
most important feature of a course. It is a very 
near thing between the hazards and the greens as 
to which is the more vital to the making of a first-
class course. The importance of hazards is often 
under-rated by green committees and players. In 
many inland courses there are a number of greens 
totally unprotected at the sides. All such holes are 
quite wanting in interest. Theories as to one shot, 
two shot, and three shot holes are upset by the 
first strong wind that blows. But a hole which is 

properly guarded is always interesting and can be 
made as difficult as desired by the proper placing 
of hazards. How many courses are ruined by want 
of interest at the approach shot? When the green is 
well-guarded the hole will be a good one. When 
the approach is easy the better players at any rate 
will never take the same interest in it’.

It will probably be admitted by impartial judges 
that something more in moderation remains to be 
done in this direction at Ganton. The first, second, 
third, (partially), fourth, sixth (partially), ninth, 
eleventh (partially), twelfth (partially), thirteenth 
(partially), fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth and 
eighteenth greens will be recognised as extremely 
good and others fairly good in this respect. But 
the Seventh and Tenth, if separated, would be 
far better holes if well guarded, and the Eighth 
and Fourteenth require proper guarding, and the 
Fifth needs further guarding. The Twelfth and 
Thirteenth are affected by their use on the ladies’ 
course and cannot well be altered at the side. 

There are also various parts of the course 
where side hazards should be added to catch 
sliced and pulled shots and some hazards coming 
partly across the fairway with a view of increasing 
the interest of the course as a test of good golf. The 
placing of new hazards near the greens or through 
the course, their shape and their position, are 
matters requiring the most careful consideration 
and not by any other means to be carried out in 
a hurry.

For the Green Committee,
    S HIRST,
    Hon Secretary

We thank Ian Douglas for this intriguing review 
of  golf architecture issues in the Edwardian era, as 

clubs attempted to come to grips with changes in ball 
technology and course design conventions. 

James Coventry Article
I refer to the March issue of TTG containing the 
interesting life of James Coventry by John Moreton. 
The epitaph John quotes from DM Mathieson 
would be that of Donald Mackay Mathieson, a part 
owner of the firm J&J Gray, Edinburgh, who for 
several years published and printed Golf Monthly. 
The reason I am able to corroborate this is that 
Mathieson and his family figure prominently in 
the history of Dunbar Golf Club, the subject of 
a book I hope to complete soon. Mathieson was 
DGC captain throughout WW2 and had two 
golfing sons as DGC members, one of whom, 
ADD (Donald) Mathieson, won the Boys’ Amateur 
Championship in 1923 at, yes you’ve guessed it, 
Dunbar.…

 John Harris
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 Golf Illustrated/Golf Weekly – RIP
I was playing in a Press day at Archerfield recently 
and my partners were talking about the demise 
of Golf Weekly ... I didn’t know it was finishing ... 
and then I read this in the Scottish Golf Newsletter 
written by the editor, Martin Vousden, which 
brought a smile to my face...

Speaking of Golf Weekly, sadly, it is going to close in 
two weeks’ time, after a history spanning 115 years. 
It’s a great shame because that sort of longevity is 
rare in publishing but more so simply because the 
magazine may have a small circulation but to those 
who do take it, it’s an invaluable reference. I need 
to pick my words with care because the publishing 
house that owns the magazine (Emap), and has taken 
the decision to close it, sacked me as editor of one of 
its golf titles just over ten years ago. I therefore need 
to carefully balance any thoughts I have regarding 
the loss of the oldest golf magazine in the world 
against whatever feelings of personal enmity I may 
feel for the people taking the decision.

Okay, I’ve done that and I think they’re a bunch of 
bastards.

Seriously, for those of us who rely on Golf and 
Golf Illustrated for our magazine articles in TTG, 
it is a sad day. What are the golf writers 100 years 
from now going to use for their background 
information? I’m afraid I have never bought a 
recent copy, so I am as much to blame for its 
demise as anybody. And I’m embarrassed to say 
that the golf collector in me intends to go out and 
buy the last issue!

Gillian Kirkwood

our position and  authorised us to continue.
To summarise the position, The Club and I feel 

that the promised improvements far outweigh 
the losses to the course and on balance have our 
support. Donald has managed to take the all- 
weather racetrack out of play to the extent that 
only three holes will have it in play. Currently 
seven of the nine are compromised by the 
track. This means that the golf course will have 
its own boundaries and not share land. This 
should alleviate the claustrophobic feeling that 
the racetrack sometimes gives. The greens that 
suffered at previous developments will be replaced 
and rebuilt to blend with the existing greens and 
recreate the ambience that the course deserves. 
Another benefit is that the course will have a 
much-needed increase in yardage (currently 2874 
yards to 3044 yards). With new practice facilities 
and a six-hole junior course, the opportunity 
exists to develop what we have into a more golfer- 
friendly environment. The second phase of the 
plan allows for a brand new nine holes to complete 
the project and offer all golfers a unique experience 
with the blending of a modern golf facility with the 
character and antiquity of the old.

Donald Steel has said: 

Of all the sites for new golf courses that I have 
seen in the last 45 years, the land for the possible 
extension to Musselburgh Old Course is as 
exciting as any. For a start, it is part of the most 
hallowed and historic coastline in the world of 
golf. What is more, Musselburgh is senior to 
all the clubs or courses in East Lothian with the 
possible exception of North Berwick, a marketing 
factor that is a matter of envy.

However, the scenic splendour of the new 
land at Musselburgh is what really appeals. It is 
unsurpassed by any of the links of East Lothian. 
Views of Edinbugrh and the green hills of Fife 
combine with a marine landscape that takes the 
breath away. Golf has been introduced to every 
conceivable kind of landscape throughout the 
world, proof of its global impact and popularity, 
but nothing can match its traditional setting 
beside the sea.

For the majority of the rank and file golfers, 
the game is an escape, allowing access to some of 
the most beautiful surroundings at the same time. 
To add such a scenic dimension to Musselburgh’s 
proud heritage is manna from heaven. Coupled 
with the opportunity to establish extensive 
practice facilities and a 6-hole children’s course, 
the result can only be a significant boost to its 
already much-heralded image. The concept of 
creating a Centre of Excellence is a good vision 
to hold.

With regard to the floodlighting we achieved a 

Musselburgh Old Course Golf Course 
Redevelopment
I write to update BGCS members on developments 
at Musselburgh.

As you know I have been a keen supporter 
of any initiative that could raise the profile and 
status of the Old Course. Our Club has been very 
involved with negotiations with East Lothian 
Council and Musselburgh Racecourse and with 
Donald Steel’s help we have produced a plan of 
sympathetic alterations to the old nine which I am 
pleased to say has the approval of our members. 
At our recent Special General Meeting the 
membership voted overwhelmingly in favour of 
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The Magic Golf Mashine
A contact at Djursholms GC, Sweden, has asked 
if our membership can give any information 
on a ‘magic golf mashine’ they have found 
in a storeroom. It is English, appears to date 
from between the wars and has an electrically-
driven paper roll featuring a golf course. It is 
coin-operated and has a switch for ‘one ball’ or 
‘two ball’ options. Please get in touch with any 
suggestions or observations, at 01943 862883 or 
golfing.history@virgin.net  
   Peter Crabtree

major success in negotiating the positioning of the 
floodlights to the outside of the racecourse and 
therefore well away from the playing surface.

On other matters I have decided that it is time 
to retire from Secretary/Treasurer of Musselburgh 
Old Course. But do not fear; I am not going away 
but letting younger men take more of the strain. 
Our new Secretary is Robin McGregor and the new 
Treasurer is Greig Avinou whom I am sure you 
will all have a chance to meet at your next visit to 
Musselburgh. I will continue to give my input and 
assist the new office bearers as together we take 
Musselburgh Old Course forward to its rightful 
place in Scottish Golfing Society.

Lionel Freedman

Colchester Golf Club 
Our golf club celebrates its centenary in 2007. I 
would be interested in hearing from any member 
who may have anything relating to it. Cuttings, 
photos, etc from the past to loan, copy, or 
sell. Please contact me at 26 Pearmain Way, 
Stanway,Colchester, Essex CO3 0NP. Alternatively,  
godfrey.taylor@tesco.net  Telephone: 01206 330680.

Gordon Taylor

but anyone helping with the above wins a round 
of Dunbar links, courtesy of myself. My telephone 
number is  01368 860425.

 John Harris

Newton Green GC, Suffolk
The above course in Suffolk, close to Sudbury, 
plans to celebrate its centenary in 2007. The 
Centenary Chairman, Alan Vince has asked if any 
of our membership has any information on the 
early years of the club, including pictures. Please 
ring him on 01787 373963 if you can help. 

Tony Thorpe

Golf in Dunbar
I am a BGCS member in Dunbar, writing a 
history of golf in the town. After exhaustive  
efforts to resolve some queries, I wondered if our 
membership can help with the following:

1. In 1863 Old Tom Morris played a 
professional match against an ‘Andrew Park of 
Musselburgh’. He was NOT related to the more 
famous family Park of that town. Has anyone 
heard of this mysterious man?
2. I have found a medal engraved ‘MCGC’ 
won in 1871 by a William Armour. Does anyone 
know the club?
3. Armour also won a ‘Sydney medal’ in 1888 
of the Thistle Club. There are several Thistle 
Clubs so which one is this?
4. Armour also won an 1879 medal engraved 
Oaklands Claughton. What club might this be?

The book is a strictly non-profit making venture 
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AS THE OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP 
approaches, so do the major auction houses 
bring out the best of their consignments to 

tempt us into their rooms alongside others of their 
international clientèle. 

Bonham’s Chester sale on Friday, the 7th of July has 
some long-nose clubs from the famous collection of 
the late Ian Henderson. Also, a rare presentation 
long-nose putter (est £6000-8000) by Goudie and 
Co., with a large carved Scottish thistle on the 
crown. Kevin McGimpsey believes this is only 
the fourth engraved presentation long-nose on 
the auction record. There are also a number of 
interesting patent clubs and a collection of Sandy 
Herd’s medals. 

An interesting series of lots of early Ryder 
Cup memorabilia, photograph albums and other 
ephemera relating to the Stratford-on-Avon Club 
derives from a sharp-eyed purchase at a Midlands 
car boot sale. Items relate to several exhibition 
matches brought to the Club by Sam Ryder, as well 
as memorabilia collected by a contemporary Lady 
Captain.  

All 550 lots are to be pictured on the Bonham’s 
website at www.bonhams.com 

The Lyon and Turnbull sale of over 400 lots in 
their Broughton Place, Edinburgh salerooms is on 
Monday, the 10th of July. It includes a famous Philp 
putter from the Harry B Wood Collection, which is 
documented in Golfing Curios and the Like as having 
been used by Old and Young Tom Morris. Also, a 
feather ball from the same collection.

Ceramics are strong, with items of Copeland 
Late Spode, Carlton Ware, Lenox, O’Hara Dial 
Co., Royal Doulton Series Ware and Kingsware, 
Morrisianware, Crown Ducal, MacIntyre, Villeroy 
and Boch, Weller Dickensware, Grimwades, Foley 
and Rudolstadt china. There are high estimates on 
a large Royal Doulton Series Ware trophy, and an 
oversized Royal Doulton Series Ware bowl. 

This sale contains a large amount of advertising 
material relating to golf, including a Heath 
Robinson shop display card. There is also a selection 
of programmes, Sunday clubs, early tees and balls, 

including a Spalding signed by Bobby Jones that is 
certain to attract interest. 

Catalogues will be available three weeks prior 
to the sale and on the L&T website www,lyonand 
turnbull.com and www.ebayliveauctions.com  
Viewing is at the end of the week prior to the sale, 
and on the Monday morning, but Rachel Doerr has 
offered appointments to view, to anyone unable to 
make this schedule. 

Mullock Madeley are mounting what John Mullock 
describes as his best-ever golfing memorabilia sale 
of over 600 lots at Newport, Fife, just north of the 
Auld Grey Toon on the Tuesday of Championship 
week. 

There is the good selection of clubs from 
longnoses right through to playable hickories. The 
books section includes a notable copy of Tulloch’s 
Life Of Tom Morris, which is in near mint condition, 
a rare edition of Records Of the Panmure Golf Club 
and a signed leather bound copy of The Arbroath 
Golf Club. Also, a rare limited edition of Harry B 
Wood’s Golfing Curios and the Like, Robert Clark’s 
Golf: A Royal and Ancient Game and Hutchinson’s 
British Golf Links together with a run of very early 
Edinburgh Almanacks from 1802 onwards.

In balls the star item is a Tom Morris feathery 
in very fine condition, together with a range from 
unused gutties to wrapped balls, including some 
unrecorded. 

Golf Collectables includes a very scarce Penfold 
Man smoking a cigarette; ceramics include a fine 
Lambeth Doulton Ware art nouveau lemonade jug, 
O’Hara Dial Co tankard, Burleigh Ware and Carlton 
Ware. 

Finally the art section has attracted a fine 
original Shortspoon watercolour plus an oil on 
canvas of Royal St Davids Golf Course, Harlech by 
Bill Waugh.

For more information, catalogues and viewing 
details call John Mullock on 01694 771771, email at 
auction@mullockmadeley.co.uk,   or view www.mu
llockmadeley.co.uk  where over 50% of the lots have 
images.  
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Adolf, Arnold and Tommy
by
Derek Holden

Members will recall the article Golfpreis der Nationen 
in June 2004 TTG by Peter Thirsk, about the ornate 
salver won at the 1936 Berlin Olympiad by his 
father, Tom Thirsk. 

This booklet by Derek Holden adds the 
perspective of his late friend Arnold Bentley, fellow 
member at Hesketh and of the R&A, who was Tom 
Thirsk’s partner in the English team.

Familiar elements of the story remain: 
organisation of the tournament at Baden Baden, 
immediately after the 1936 Olympic Games; 
selection of Thirsk and Bentley as representatives 
of the EGU; the winning score of 562 including two 
closing 65s by Tom Thirsk; the anger of Hitler at not 
being able to present the Golfpreis to the German 
team (which finished third); the loss and eventual 
reappearance of the team trophy.

Much additional information is given: a brief 
resumé of golf in the early Olympics; pen pictures 
of the English duo, including cartoons by ‘Poli’; 
extra detail on the other trophies awarded; text 
of a monologue in the style of Stanley Holloway, 
recounting the famous victory.

The booklet consists of twenty compact A5 pages 
including covers, packed with illustrations in both 
black and white and full colour. The author Derek 
Holden is a past Captain and Chairman of Hesketh 
Golf Club, and past-President of the Lancashire 
Union of Golf Clubs. He states the aim of his 
publication is to correct some of the misinformation 
stemming from newspaper articles about the event, 
which had irritated Arnold Bentley. 

Publication is for private circulation amongst 
friends and the booklet is not intended for resale. 
However, we are fortunate that Derek has made 
a limited number of copies available for BGCS 

members, in return for a £5 donation towards the 
Hesketh Golf Club Junior Section. Cheques should 
be made out to Derek Holden, and sent to him at 
Home Cottage, Holmeswood Road, Rufford, Lancs 
L40 1UA.      
    Review by Niblick

(PS Derek Holden would also be interested in anyone 
who has information on the cartoonist ‘Poli’  (Ed))

Afternoons with Mr Hogan
by 
Jody Vasquez

In the last issue of TTG, Ben Hogan — The Authorised 
Biography was reviewed and as far as I was 
concerned that was it. The final definitive book 
on the life of Hogan that would bring to an end 
the multitude of books concerning the great man. 
This mini-publishing industry started with Jimmy 
Demaret’s My Partner, Ben Hogan in 1954, and was 
followed by  Gene Gregston’s The Man who Played 
for Glory in 1980, Curt Sampson’s Hogan in 1996 
through to the aforementioned Ben Hogan - The 
Authorised Biography by James Dodson. In addition 
to these tomes thousands of forests must have been 
sacrificed for newspaper and magazine articles 
on his personal and business life as well as on his 
swing secret. 

So what more is there to tell?  Well, published by 
Gotham Books in 2004 is Afternoons with Mr Hogan 
and is obtainable from SportsPages at £10.95. It is in 
paperback format and is by Jody Vasquez, who at 
the age of seventeen shagged balls for Hogan at the 
Shady Oaks Country Club in the 1960s and for the 
next twenty years was his friend and for many, the 
gateway to obtaining an interview with him as he 
became more of a recluse. Nick Faldo was one who 
was introduced to him via Jody Vasquez and had 
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been carefully briefed as to what questions Hogan 
would be prepared to answer. Faldo had also hoped 
that Ben Hogan would watch him practice and 
perhaps pass on some useful tips. Two nice stories 
about this meeting are recounted in this book. After 
Faldo asked him how to win the US Open Hogan 
replied ‘Shoot the lowest score!’ and everybody 
present laughed. The only problem was that Hogan 
regarded this as a serious answer. The second story 
I liked was that after lunch the proposal was put 
to him that he might like to watch Faldo on the 
practice ground. Hogan asked whether he played 
Hogan clubs. When advised that he did not, the 
terse answer was ‘I think not’.

Vasquez recounts many anecdotes of his time 
with Hogan and certainly idolised the man not only 
as a golfer and his reputation as the purest striker 
of a golf ball, but for his philosophy on life, his 
striving for perfection in all that he did but also for 
his many unpublicised good turns. 

Whilst this book cannot in anyway be compared 
to Dodson’s biography there are many examples of 
untold incidents and it is a useful addendum to the 
above. By the way Hogan’s swing secret is revealed 
– or at least the one he told to Vasquez.         

       
Review by Dick Durran

A Century of Golf at Cruden Bay
by
Donia Keith

Some of us who were fortunate enough to play at 
the North Scotland’s Spring Meeting at Cruden Bay 
had the bonus of acquiring a copy of the centenary 
history of the course, published in 1998. 

It contains an interesting early chapter of pre-
golf history, including a major battle against the 
Vikings that is still commemorated in the name 
of the sixth hole  ‘The Bluidy Burn’ (not based, as 
some may think, on comments overheard in the 
Nineteenth). Also, a history of the Jacobite Hay 
family, earls of Errol, one of whom lost his head 
after the 1715 rebellion, and whose former family 
home, Slaines Castle, dominates the skyline to the 
north of the course. There is a well-documented 
section onthe enterprise of the Great North Scottish 
Railway, later taken over by the London and North 
Eastern Railway, in establishing and developing 
the world-famous Cruden Bay Hotel – as popular 
and successful in its day, as Turnberry in Ayrshire. 

But though popular, the Hotel never met its profit 
targets, and suffered badly during the First World 
War and the 1930s depression. Requisitioned by the 
Army during WWII, the course struggled on with 
the help of grazing sheep, and the whole enterprise 
was sold in 1947 to a demolition contractor, whose 
main interest was in recycling the roof lead and 
building stone. Enter the swashbuckling Quintin 
Murray who clinched a deal for the course over a 
bottle of whisky and called out his friendly solicitor 
at 2am to formalise the deal while the afterglow was 
still warm. 

From then on, Cruden Bay went from strength to 
strength until, now as a member’s club, it takes its 
place in the world’s top 50 courses. There are some 
nice pictures of early tournaments organised by 
the railway company in the 1900s, and of national 
amateur championships started as so often for the 
ladies’, but later followed by youth’s and men’s. 

The section on the course is by the present 
professional, Robbie Stewart, who looked after us 
so well on our BGCS visit. He guides us through 
individual hole strategies and also covers the 
transformation of the original course in 1927 by 
Tom Simpson into the highly individualistic current 
layout. 

This is an interesting history of a major course 
and club, which is available to BGCS members at 
a bargain price of £7, inc p&p, (maybe a bit more 
for postage abroad) from the Manager, Cruden Bay 
Golf Club, Aulton Road, Cruden Bay, Peterhead, 
Aberdeenshire, AB42 0NN. 

Too good to miss.
Review by John Pearson 

Wirral Ladies Golf Club 1894 – 1994
by
Betty Lloyd

Wirral Ladies GC was founded in 1894, a year 
after the foundation of the LGU, at a time when 
the game was expanding rapidly in England, 
and the more successful clubs were beginning to 
impose restrictions on women’s play. A number of 
ladies’ clubs were started in the Wirral, of which 
only Wirral Ladies survives, as does its close 
contemporary, Formby Ladies, on the other side of 
the Mersey.  

Interestingly, the Club also has male members 
who have their own handicapping and competitions 
committees, and are serious influences in organising 
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social events, in a neat reversal of frequent gender 
roles. 

Malcolm Crane sets the scene with a brief précis 
of women’s golf pre-1894, and the story of Issette 
Pearson and the LGU. Thereafter, the roughly 
chronological narrative is taken up by Betty Lloyd, 
a distinguished past-Captain.

The Club has had some distinguished 
members – none more so than Mrs Temple Dobell 
(née Gladys Ravenscroft) who won the Ladies’ 
Championship at Turnberry in 1912, and had that 
distinction of being the second Brit to win the 
US Ladies’ Championship in 1913. Also, long-
standing member Doris Chambers OBE, who had a 
distinguished career in golf administration as well 
as triumphing in the Ladies’ Championship in 1923. 
The book reproduces one of its greatest treasures – a 
picture of Miss Chambers, side-saddle on the Club 
carthorse, at a victory parade on returning from 
her championship at Burnham on Sea. The other 
important early member was Mrs Allan MacBeth 
(née Muriel Dodd) the Championship winner of 
1913.

This is an attractive history of a distinguished 
club in 87 pages, published as hardback in centenary 
year by Grants to their usual high standards, and 
available to BGCS members at the bargain price of 
£10 inc p&p from Sue Headford, Secretary, Wirral 
Ladies GC, 93 Bidston Rd, Prenton, Wirral, CH43 
6TS.

Review by Niblick

Woodhall Spa – A Celebration of Golf
by
David Longmore, Colin Reiners and Lys 
Ann Bale

Those of us who were fortunate enough to take 
part in the centenary celebrations of the Hotchkins 
Course, Woodhall Spa, were given copies of two 
publications – both involving BGCS members.

As its title suggests, The Hotchkin Course – 
Woodhall Spa by Richard Latham, mainly covers the 
development and celebration of the course; this was 
reviewed in March TTG. Woodhall Spa – a Celebration 
of Golf is more concerned with the general history 
of golf from 1890, when the first club was formed in 
the fashionable Victorian spa. Early developments 
are documented with fine graphics, some obtained 
digitally from original glass-plate photographic 
negatives, which vividly capture the relaxed 

Edwardian elegance of the resort. 
Familiar themes are covered: initial course 

development as an attraction to visitors; the 
immense contribution by the Hotchkin family as 
owners and benevolent custodians of the course; the 
distinctive relationship with the RAF; contributions 
by the ladies; the importance of the course as a 
venue for English and Midlands amateur golf; 
the eventual sale of the course and facilities to the 
English Golf Union, whose headquarters are now 
to be found here. There are a couple of shots of our 
President, John Beharrell, and the Foreword is by 
another BGCS member, Fred Caroë, whose year of 
EGU presidency this now is.

Format is very similar to the annual yearbooks 
of Royal Liverpool: A4 size with stiff card covers 
and 96 pages, several of which are advertisements. 
Text is by BGCS member Colin Reiners and 
Woodhall Spa Centenary Committee Chairman 
David Longmore, deftly edited by Lys Ann Bale. 
The book is beautifully designed by Colin, making 
full use of the large size format to display the many 
period photographs in as good a blend of text and 
graphics as you will see in any golf club history. 

I am unsure about the asking price, but the book 
should be available from the Secretary, Woodhall 
Spa Golf Club, Lincolnshire, LN10 6PU, Tel: 01526 
351835. 

Review by John Pearson 

No Tie Required
Playing Golf without a Club
by
Christopher Cairns

Two thirds of the people playing golf in the United 
Kingdom do not belong to a golf club. This is why 
the various governing bodies are mounting an 
initiative to attract more people to the game and to 
top up the declining memberships of many of our 
private clubs. Christopher Cairns, an Edinburgh 
journalist with a handicap of nine, decided to 
conduct his own investigation.

After an unhappy experience at one of the 
top championship courses while making up the 
numbers for a medical golfing society (posing as a 
bottom specialist) he decided to find out how the 
other two thirds live and play. The first stop was 
at the Honourable Company’s Nineteenth Century 
course, Musselburgh links, where he hired a set 
of hickories for his first nine holes, switching to 
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modern ones for the second loop, before sampling 
the liquid and culinary delights of Mrs Forman’s. 
The characters he met there typified those he 
encountered on his subsequent travels – elderly 
players, business ladies and cocky teenagers. 

Cairns has done all his homework and succinctly 
outlines the history of the game in his native land 
and its spread to England with the middle classes 
taking up the game as a social exercise. He does 
this with an intriguing blend of serious criticism 
and delightfully funny accounts of play on courses 
from Newcastle to Westward Ho! where he joined 
the artisans of the game. On the way he samples 
a miners welfare club and joins up with Unitee, 
a golf society for coloured golfers, one of whom 
shocks him with a 250 yard drive with a nine wood. 
A Surrey course opened his eyes to the treatment 
women receive at golf clubs and he has some severe 
words on this subject.

His homeward journey brought him to 
Birmingham and a visit to our own John Moreton, 
who filled in the background to the city’s municipal 
clubs, taking him to Harbourne Church Farm for 
an interesting nine holes. Back across the Border 
he played at Torvean in Inverness and finished 
the odyssey at St Andrews, preferring the more 
affordable Strathtyrum course to the Old. 

Readers who began their golf on municipal 
courses will recognise the incidents recorded here. 
This is an enthralling portrait of those who enjoy 
the game on some of the less well-maintained 
courses in the country, but which still offer some 
challenging golf. While much of the book is light-
hearted there are many serious points to consider, 
made more telling by the humour Cairns injects 
into his story. Recommended reading for all 
golfers whether members of private clubs or of the 
increasing number of peripatetic enthusiasts with 
their 2 for 1 tickets. No Tie Required is available from 
major bookshops as well as the usual specialists. 

Review by Mashie

Golf Links – Chay Burgess, Francis Ouimet 
and the Bringing of Golf to America.
by 
Charles D Burgess

This is the story of the Scottish Montrose-born 
professional Charles Burgess in early American golf 
and adds to our knowledge of the central role of the 
Scottish golfing diaspora in the international spread 

of the game. When golf expanded in the 1880s from 
its home in Scotland, the new golfing nations turned 
to Scotland for assistance, seeking men who could 
play and teach the game, knew the rules, and could 
make and mend golf clubs and even look after the 
golf course.

 The story of the export of these useful multi-
skilled men from the east coast golfing towns of 
Scotland has been fairly well told for the role of 
St Andrews, Carnoustie and North Berwick, but 
many other golfing towns played a part. This 
book describes the contribution by Montrose, 
the town between Dundee and Aberdeen, whose 
‘velvet links’ had been noted in the earliest golfing 
records. 

 Like all locals, Burgess grew up with a birthright 
of access to free golf and soon became the best 
player in the pool of talented locals many of whom 
had income from club-making and/or caddying. 
Though rich in players, Scotland had remarkably 
few club professional posts but there was a position 
at the local gentlemen’s Royal Albert Golf Club in 
Montrose, and Burgess was appointed.

 One mystery, not solved here, is that how he 
and the other young east coast golfers who were to 
emigrate added clubmaking and mending skills to 
their golfing talent. Some had jobs in the numerous 
club-makers shops, but others like Burgess served 
no formal apprenticeship. It must be that the 
talented humble players in Scotland at the time 
simply picked up the basics of club manufacture 
and repair in their spare time to equip themselves 
should these skills be required. 

 Burgess left for America and the book shows the 
importance of the Scottish Findlay/Ross/Campbell 
network already established in the Boston area 
and which made New England the powerhouse 
for the American expansion. North American 
golf was different from the start. A new course 
had to be managed rather than left to nature and 
the attention of sheep as in Scotland. The early 
American clubs were well financed from the start 
by wealthy members with substantial clubhouses 
and a large staff, and this contrasted with the 
economical arrangements in Scotland on the town 
links and the modest turnover of the pioneering 
English suburban middle–class golf clubs. The 
author disposes firmly of the myth that these early 
American clubs had liberal attitudes. Instead they 
treated the professionals in the same manner as did 
the older British clubs, though the US arrogance 
was based on money rather than class. Even at the 
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US Open at the Country Club in Boston, the visiting 
pros had to change in a shed. A related myth is that 
the United States Golf Association was also tolerant, 
but the book reports that USGA were prepared 
to make a black list of ‘undesirables’ seeking club 
posts as professional golfers.  

 There was another downside to the life of 
the new émigré professionals. Back in Montrose, 
Burgess could not only play at will on the splendid 
public links but he also had membership of the 
Mercantile Golf Club, the other golf club of the 
town admitted all ranks of society and this included 
professionals like Burgess. In America the new pros 
were humble servants of their clubs and had very 
limited facilities for their own play.  

 Burgess had a highly successful appointment at 
Woodland, his American club, and was to stay for 
35 honoured years. The Burgess story details his 
coaching of Ouimet when the future champion’s 
talents as a school-boy were recognised by Burgess 
in 1909, help always generously acknowledged 
by Ouimet. Burgess produced two other national 
amateur champions in Jesse Guilford and Ted 
Bishop. There is now a growing list of these 
successful Scottish teacher/pupils partnerships 
in the pioneering days of American golf, notably 
Maiden and Jones, Christy and Hagen, Willie 
Nicholl and Lawson Little and Dunn and Shippen.  
Burgess was a natural teacher and talented soccer 
player, and in the quiet Boston winter season he 
coached the Harvard soccer team to two years of 
success in the their national league.

 The book makes it clear that Scottish 
assumptions had a role in his life. One is that 
teaching is important, and that it is almost a duty 
of the talented to pass on their skills.  There is also a 
hint of serious-minded Presbyterian attitudes when 
Burgess ticked off Babe Ruth for swearing in front 
of children. Burgess also declined to play with Sam 
Snead after Snead’s boorish behaviour on arrival 
at Woodland. Another belief brought over from 
Scotland was in working class strength and that 
union organisation was important. Burgess set up 
the powerful New England Professional Golfers 
Association.

 This book is the product of careful, sustained 
research in Scottish and American archives and 
sources, which has produced new material and 
new insights.  It has less than the usual number of 
errors on matters Scottish.  Importantly, he has also 
preserved the family lore before it was forgotten.  
The pleasing prose treats matters chronologically, 

and keeps up the interest to the end.
Recently published in the States by Rounder 

Books; try Bob Grant. 
Review by David Hamilton

One Hundred Years New
A history of The New Golf Club, St Andrews
by
Keith Mackie and Chic Harper

This is a substantial history of over 200 large format 
pages, packed with photographs illustrating the 
first 100 years of the New Golf Club, St Andrews. 

After the R&A, this was only the second club in 
St Andrews with its own clubhouse – and in fact the 
availability of the property at 3, Gibson Place was 
the driver for foundation of the Club. A consortium 
of local traders speculatively acquired the property 
before the Club could be founded  – at a time 
when The St Andrews Golf Club was without a 
permanent home. The New Club attracted good 
golfers, notably the internationals Fred Mackenzie 
and Ian Reid, and a regular supply of Fifeshire 
champions thereafter – good to see a youthful Jim 
McArthur as a 1970s Eden Tournament winner. 

The Club has had some stellar honorary 
membership: Old Tom, Sandy Herd, Bobby Jones 
and Arnold Palmer – an honour of rare distinction 
that is sparingly given. And a number of members 
as important characters – none more so than 
Herbert Singer, founder member, inventor of a 
layered gutta/rubbercored ball and sponsor of both 
the Fife Golf Association and of the Scottish Golf 
Union. It has a nice section of the successful junior 
section, and an extensive one on the centenary 
celebrations that is probably too long for the taste 
of BGCS members. Distinguished author and New 
GC member Keith Mackie neatly ties in the early 
development of the Club with the social history 
of St Andrews, while designer Chic Harper has 
marshalled some wonderful illustrations from 
University and City archives as well as the Club’s 
own records. 

Available from the Secretary, New Golf Club, 3 
Gibson Place, St Andrews for £20 + £5 p&p.

Review by Niblick
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