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Captain’s 
Letter

THEY SAY TIME GOES BY QUICKLY when 
you are enjoying yourself. Well I must have 
certainly been doing just that as I cannot 

believe it is now over a year since I was honoured 
by being asked to be Captain of the Society. So 
now I am raring to go for another great year, and 
what a busy year it looks like it is going to be.  I 
have already had my first golfing experience in 
Wales at the Welsh Hickory Championship and 
a match at Machynelleth. The latter a great nine-
hole course set in the hills upon which many sheep 
were grazing. The Championship at Aberdovey 
was just a wonderful day and played in reasonable 
weather for the time of year. The hospitality in the 
clubhouse after the golf was great and on behalf of 
all the players I would like to thank Eiron Morgan 
and Mairwen for all the organisation, and also 
John Griffiths for his help throughout our stay. 
One advantage of travelling to different parts of 
the country is the chance to play other courses on 

one’s journey. I played Royal St David’s at Harlech. 
Having seen it on many golfing postcards I was not 
disappointed at the setting. The golf course is also 
another gem.

The Annual General Meeting held at Royal 
Liverpool was extremely well attended and quite 
lively. The highlight of the meeting was the election 
of two Honorary Life Members, namely the senior 
Past Captain Philip Truett and Alan Jackson the 
immediate Past Captain. It was a great pleasure for 
me to put this proposal to the meeting and of course 
it was approved with unanimous acclamation. The 
AGM follows play in President’s Day played over 
the great Hoylake links. I would like to thank Peter 
Heath for organising a great day and our President 
John Beharrell for hosting such a wonderful dinner. 
Over 100 members and a few guests were present. 
The auction, once again in the capable hands of 
David Kirkwood and his most knowledgeable 
‘porter’ Archie Baird, was a much more lively affair 
this year with some items earning fair prices for 
their owners.

Looking to the future I will be travelling to the 
Midlands for several matches and the Central 
England and BGCS Seniors Championships 
at Coxmoor and then later in the week making 
the journey north for the Scottish Hickory 
Championship at Gullane. July will see us playing 
at Scotscraig for the Open Championship Meeting. 
I wonder if Carnoustie will once again produce a 
home player. The finish can hardly be as tense or 
as exciting as the last time The Championship was 
held there.

I hope to meet many members during the next few 
months whether on the course or at one of the golf 
auctions held in July. I wish you luck with your 
collecting and with your summer golf. 

John Hanna
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Society News

People and Events

Congratulations …
To the Hon Secretary of the 
BGCS, Tony Thorpe, who has 
recently taken over on his two-
year spell as President of the 
Nottinghamshire Union of Golf 
Clubs ... 
and to Gillian Bowness, who 
has recently been appointed 
President of the Berkshire 
County Ladies Golf Association.

Literati of the Links
David Hamilton in St Andrews 
organises the local bookish 
golfers to meet three times in the 
year for dinner.  Anyone who 
can read or write on golf history 
and is in the town is welcome 
to join the evening gatherings.  
Next dinner will be on Tuesday 
18th September.  On Thursday 
17th January 2008 we honoured 
the saint-day of St Anthony 
the Great, patron of crosse, a 
day which in early Europe saw 
festive convivial outings of 
crosseurs playing their club-and-
ball game.
Contact David at 
david@hotmail.com  (The 
Editor understands that the last 
meeting was a great success, 
though marred by much ribald 
comment and noisy behaviour, 
including the throwing of buns) 

Robert T Jones Memorial 
Scholarship
Following Tom James’s excellent 
account of the Robert T Jones 
Memorial Scholarship in 
September 06 TTG, the Society 
has made a small donation to the 
fund. It will go towards the costs 
of student exchanges between 
Jones’ alma mater, Emory 
University, in Atlanta, and St 
Andrews University.  

The Cecil Leitch Five Club 
Tournament
Cecil Leitch retired from 
competitive golf in 1926 after 
her record fourth victory in 
the Ladies’ Championship 
at Harlech. In addition to 
her journalism and early 
broadcasting, she pursued a 
career first, in retail antiques, 
then as a working director of 
Cinema House Group, which 
specialised in the distribution 
of continental films. In public 
life, she served on the executive 
and finance committees of 
the National Playing Fields 
Association for almost 50 years. 
She was also on the Executive of 
the Central Council for Physical 
Recreation and on the Publicity 
Council of the YWCA. An 
accomplished public speaker, she 
was also an active fund-raiser in 
support of her favourite causes. 

These included the 
foundation, in 1947, of five-club 
competitions in a number of 
southern counties – initially in 
response to complaints about 
the lack of caddies after WWII, 
and the need for players to 
carry their own clubs. The half-
century celebration of the Cecil 
Leitch Five-Club Tournament 
in support of the Kent County 
Playing Fields Association was 
due to take place this year on 
the 6th of June at Sheerness GC. 
The Association has published 
a celebration brochure in A5 
format, with card covers, which 
has been written by Mr Ken 
Daniel. It gives details of Miss 
Leitch’s outstanding golfing 
career, a brief account of her 
interests outside golf, and a short 
history of the competition. 

The Editor has a number of 
copies of the booklet, which he 
would be delighted to pass on 
to members. There is no charge, 
but Mr Daniel has asked for any 
donations (up to, say, £2) to be 
given to The Women Golfers’ 
Museum, of which Cecil Leitch 
was Chairman at the time of her 
death. Contact John Pearson on 
01904 628711 or 
editor@bgcs.wyenet.co.uk  
if you would like a copy.  
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themselves a winning score of 9 
holes to 1. 

At the post-match dinner, 
the food was excellent, as was 
the wine, and the conviviality 
of the chatter was a fitting finale 
to yet another pleasant visit to 
Machynlleth. 

Saturday 24th 
Another long, dry, sunny day for 
the match against Aberdovey 
GC for the Darwin Trophy, 
and, as usual the format was 
Sunningdale Foursomes. 

The evening dinner was 
preceded by a presentation to 
the Aberdovey Secretary, John 
Griffiths. Our Captain thanked 
him for his kindness, support 
and tolerance shown to the 
BGCS since the Club’s centenary 
in 1992. In his response, John 
Griffiths thanked our Captain 
for his generous remarks and 
promised to wear the Society 
cuff-links with pride. His final 
comment was that he’d never 
been more surprised than when 
Uncle Dickie drove out of Cader 
Bunker the wrong way.

After the dinner the eagerly-
awaited match analysis was 
presented by our dapper 
numerator Philip Truett. Despite 

losing the match by 8 holes to 
5, Philip somehow convinced 
his audience that, by an annual 
cumulative formula, the BGCS 
were actually winners and, 
were still playing with holes in 
hand, and Aberdovey had lost. 
The lesson for each side would 
appear to be ‘Do not gloat when 
your enemy falls; when he 
stumbles, do not let your heart 
rejoice’. 

This annual Darwin Trophy 
match would lose much of its 
attraction if it were deprived 
of the anticipated pleasure of 
meeting our most loyal and 
dignified supporter – Richard 
Darlington. He was there on 
the course, as usual meeting the 
first match by the fourth green, 
and we had the pleasure of his 
company later at the dinner.
Following the announcement of 
the result, the evening concluded 
with expressions of welcome and 
thanks, tall stories, and Welsh 
songs from former Aberdovey 
Captain Gwyn Jones. This 
year Gwyn’s contribution was 
a musical rendition of the Rev 
Eli Jenkin’s prayer from Under 
Milk Wood – a fitting finale to an 
evening in the Land of Song!

Penwythnos Cymraeg – A Welsh 
Weekend. 23-25 March 2007

Friday, 23rd
The approach to the Welsh 
Weekend was unpromising, with 
blizzards and course closures. 
But global warming reasserted 
itself by Friday, the 23rd of 
March, for the hickory match 
v Machynlleth GC with clear 
skies and glorious sunshine. The 
Society team was bolstered by 
Scots Hamilton and Hislop, and 
the doughty Finns Tillander and 
Paatola, the latter two having 
their first outing of the season 
after an Arctic winter. (The 
Finnish season does not start 
until May.) Format was brisk 
foursomes with five extra shots 
to compensate for hickories. 
The Captain and his fellow 
members made us all feel very 
much at home. Seven matches 
were played and our Captain, 
John Hanna, playing with Neil 
Hutchinson were the only 
victorious BGCS pair to return 
a win – by 1 up. Peggi Burles 
and Liz MacDonald fought 
bravely to halve their match as 
did Graham Walters and John 
Hawkins. Machynlleth won the 
remaining matches and gave 

Lassi Tillander and Anti Paatola Nigel Notley, the 2007 Welsh Hickory Champion, receives his trophy
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being elected Vice Captain to 
acclaim and Richard Atherton 
being elected to the Committee. 
One highlight of the proceedings 
was the proposal and approval 
that Alan Jackson and Philip 
Truett be granted Honorary 
Life Membership of the Society, 
both richly deserved. Following 
a point raised in any other 
business, the Committee will 
again look at the name of the 
Society, as it is felt by some that 
the title does not fairly reflect the 
diversity of interests represented.

 Dinner followed, after 
grace by Reverend Harry 
Richardson, with a record 105 
sitting down,  which included 
10 members from overseas and 
sixteen guests, two of whom we 
were delighted to welcome being 
the Captain of Royal Liverpool, 
Bob Chadwick and his wife 
Ann. Two humorous and 
well received speeches by our 
President and the RLGC Captain 
were enjoyed with special 
mention being made of the three 
‘girls’ present, namely Veronica 
Beharrell, Gillian Clark and 
Bridget Jackson out of a team 
of five who represented Great 
Britain in 1955 and took ladies 
golf by storm on a seven month 

Sunday 25th
This was the day of serious golf 
– the Championship! Players 
with flared nostrils and tunnel 
vision, no concession of putts, 
and long walks back to replay 
lost balls! Five first-timers were 
welcomed to the field this year 
– John Hanna, Ian Hislop, 
Robert Shuker, Colin Palmer 
and Lassi Tilander from Finland. 
The dominant golfer of the 
day and 2007 Welsh Hickory 
Champion was Nigel Notley 
who was round in a gross 76 for 
36 Stableford points to win both 
scratch and handicap events. 
He was followed a long way 
behind by John Pearson and 
Steve Schofield with 30 and 
29 points respectively, while 
Neil Hutchinson was second in 
the scratch event with 84. Ros 
Weston won the ladies award. 
John Hanna rounded off the 
weekend by expressing the 
thanks of all concerned, not just 
to the Club for the great pleasure 
of the weekend, but also to 
Peggi Burles for presenting 
the prizes so graciously, and 
to Eiron Morgan, for his usual 
impeccable arrangements. 

Postscript
1. Congratulations to Colin 
Appleby on his being elected 
Vice-Captain of Aberdovey GC.
2. With deep sadness 
and a great sense of loss, the 
Society heard of the death of 
Richard Radcliffe Darlington 
OBE, on the 5th of April, 2007. 
Richard was a good and constant 
supporter of the BGCS and of 
golf in general. He was faithful 
to his Church and his cultural 
interests ranged widely. His 
success in life will be measured 
in terms of his service to others 
– and there were many others.

Eiron Morgan

President’s Day at Royal 
Liverpool GC. 27th of April, 2007 
Blessed with lovely weather 
again and a course that has 
completely recovered from 
the rigours of last year’s 
Open Championship apart, 
thankfully(!), from the 
rough,  the Society was, once 
more, very fortunate to be able to 
hold its President’s Day at Royal 
Liverpool Golf Club, where we 
are so well looked after.

 A record-equalling turnout 
of 68 golfers, 24 playing with 
hickories, enjoyed a  buffet 
lunch before playing a stableford 
foursome for the John Behrend 
Shields. Although the last 
match was out before 3.00 
pm, latter rounds took 3½ 
hours to complete which was 
disappointing for this form of 
golf and meant that several 
members missed the start of 
the AGM. A glance around 
the course revealed, in many 
instances, that non-strikers were 
not walking forward – one of the 
features of foursome. Even for a 
course of 6500 yards, three hours 
should be the maximum for this 
format. End of lecture.

 The AGM was conducted 
smoothly – David Hamilton 

John Hanna congratulates the new Vice-Captain, David Hamilton
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Championship held at Hoylake. 
The buyers’ premium  and 
the sellers’ commission were 
donated, as is traditional, to 
a charity of the President’s 
choice;  for 2007 it is the PGA 
Benevolent Fund.

So ended a day of twelve 
hours duration, during which 
time particular mention must be 
made of the RLGC staff who are 
so efficient and approachable in 
every way, be it the Office, the 
catering team, the Bar, the Shop 
and, last but not least, the Starter. 
Our heartfelt thanks to them all.

 Peter Heath.

Veronica Beharrell, Liz Pook, Gillian Clark and Bridget Jackson

6

Captain with the new Honorary Members, Alan Jackson and Philip Truett 

tour of Australia and New 
Zealand.

Our President then presented 
his Medal for 2007 for the 
most outstanding contribution 
in Through the Green over the 
previous twelve months. The 
recipient was Dr Eiron Morgan 
for his fascinating article A 
St Andrews Entire 1836 in 
December’s edition.

The presentation of prizes 
then ensued with results as 
follows: 

Winners were Bill Druce 
and Bill Anderson with 40 
pts, followed by runners-up 

John Holt and Shirley Kay 
37 pts (BB9 21 pts). Third was                      
George Payne and Manfred 
Schotten with 37 pts. The scores 
ranged from 17 points upwards 
with a mean of 28. Thirteen gross 
birdies were recorded of which 
the winners claimed three.

 This flagship day in the 
Society’s calendar continued 
with the familiar auction 
conducted by David Kirkwood  
in his inimitable way. The quality 
of items submitted for sale was 
an improvement on 2006 with 
a top price of £200 bid for a 
draw sheet of the 1894 Amateur 

Centenary Hickory Match vs 
Walsall GC. April 27th. 
This delightful McKenzie-
designed course in an oasis 
of green adjacent to the Black 
Country was the venue for 
our Centenary visit to Walsall 
Golf Club. The Society was 
represented by sixteen members, 
most of whom had been at 
Hoylake for President’s Day 
just two days previously. In the 
match, a whitewash in favour 
of the Club was the result. In 
true gentlemanly fashion, the 
outcome was not mentioned in 
the after dinner formalities.

 Alan Jackson then provided 
an interesting and informative 
talk on the few clubs that were 
offered for an opinion – one of 
which led to the revelation that, 
after the ring road was built, 
there was a municipal course of 
nine holes on land vacated by 
the Club, but this only survived 
until 1943.

 My grandfather had been a 
member in the 1920s and I was 
pleased to present to the Club a 
traditional silver Dunlop hole in 
one trophy, duly inscribed at the 
time, for his feat in 1926.

All in all, a happy visit 
Peter Heath



Ron and the overall winner of 
the malt whisky on the day was 
Norah Aitchison with 40 pts. 
Other prizes were donated by 
Bob Strachan.

Hamish Ewan
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Mark Wehring receives his trophy 
from Mavis Hanna at Coxmoor

Forthcoming Events

Centenary Hickory Match v 
Copt Heath, Birmingham. 
Thursday, July  5th. 
Tony Norcott is organising this 
event at the home course of Peter 
McEvoy. For forward details of 
a good match and interesting 
après-golf, ring Tony on 01676 
522237. 

Centenary Hickory Match v 
Henley GC, Oxfordshire. 
Saturday, July  14th. 
The Henley GC course is situated 
on mature chalk downland a 
few minutes from Henley-on-
Thames, with close access to the 
M4 and M40. The course was 
laid out by James Braid and 
stretches to over 6300 yards. 
Michael Herriot is organising 
and can be contacted on 01491 
578098 if you would like to play.  

Open Championship Meeting at 
Scotscraig GC, Newport on Tay, 
Fife. Wednesday, July18th.
One of the glittering Society 
events of the year with a strong 
overseas support, this year’s 
Open Meeting is to be held 
at Scotscraig, said to be the 
thirteenth oldest club in the 
world, being founded in 1817. 
The fine course is used for final 
Open Qualifying for the St 
Andrews championships and 
has a links/heathland character, 
with undulating fairways and 
a Braid design, extending to 
around 6300 yards for our visit. 
Both hickory and steel clubs 
are acceptable. Dinner in the 
Clubhouse will be followed 
by entertainment from the 
renowned St Andrean speaker, 
Emile Pacholek. Application 
forms should be retuned to Ron 
Beatt. 

Centenary Hickory Match v  
Colchester GC. May  5th

The fixture was arranged  on  
the exact date of the Colchester 
Golf Club centenary. Both teams 
played with hickory clubs 
and wore early 20th century 
dress, on this delightful little 
course, designed by James Braid.  

The match over Colchest-
er’s  original nine-hole links 
resulted in a resounding win for 
BGCS, and was followed by 
an Edwardian lunch of game 
pie and bread and butter 
pudding After pleasantries 
from the Club Centenary 
Captain Alan  McNaught and 
BGCS South East Regional 
Organiser, Nigel Notley, Society 
members returned to the links 
for the remaining nine holes.

Tony Thorpe

North Scotland Spring Meeting 
The Nairn GC. May 8th

On a day even the seagulls 
wouldn’t fly some thirteen 
members and guests enjoyed a 
day out at Nairn. It was good to 
see yet again, a number of new 
faces. Due to the weather a few 
decided to play with modern 
clubs rather than hickory but 
they fared no better in the 
squally showers that passed 
through 

Nearest the pin prizes were 
won by Ian Hislop and Scott 
Patrick who actually holed 
for his first ace at the Eleventh 
using a mashie. By all accounts 
from those playing in front who 
were on the twelfth tee it was an 
excellent shot. Best hickory score 
was 32 points by myself with 
best steel score 33 points from 
Fraser Urquhart. Louise Clark 
won the ladies prize playing 
with hickories, kindly provided 
by Ron Beatt. Runner-up was 
Scott Patrick with 37 points who 
won a nice putter provided by 

Central England Hickory 
Championship at Coxmoor.  May 
21st. 
The weather at Coxmoor for the 
2007 Central England Hickory 
Championship was fine and dry, 
with just a light breeze to make 
things interesting. The course 
had hosted the Notts Amateur 
Championship the previous 
week, so was in good shape. 
But the benign conditions did 
not result in any improvement 
in scoring, compared with the 
terrible rainstorm endured in 
2006. Mark Wehring successfully 
defended his title, with exactly 
the same score of 34 Stableford 
points as last year, followed by 
Neil Hutchinson on 31. John 
Pearson won the senior’s event 
with 32. 

A good turnout of 27 players 
was bolstered by overseas 
associates from the USA and 
Australia, and some steel-
wielding UK members.
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Annual Hickory Match v Senior 
Golfers’ Society at Edgbaston 
GC. Tuesday, August  7th.  This 
regular fixture is now well-
established with the usual 
excellent clubhouse lunch and 
gentle afternoon golf to follow. 
The organiser is Peter Heath, 
to whom you should return the 
application form. 

Centenary Hickory Match v 
Harewood Downs GC .
 Sunday, August  12th. 
The Club is situated near 
Amersham, Buckinghamshire, 
with easy access to the M1, M25 
and M40. The course is laid out 
on chalk downland, well-treed, 
with stunning views over the 
Chilterns. BGCS member Geoff 
Morris, who is also Professional 
to the Club is organising and can 
be contacted on 01494 764102.

Midlands Summer Meeting at 
Erewash Valley GC, Debyshire. 
Friday,  17th August.
Many members will wish to 
return to Erewash after our 
successful centenary match here 
in 2005. The course is close to the 
M1, just north of Nottingham, 
was laid out by Tom Williamson 
and can be described as 
undulating parkland. Keith 
Bilbie is organising. Application 
form included with this 
magazine. Hickory and steel.

Annual Hickory Match. Scotland 
v England at Craigielaw GC, 
East Lothian..Friday,  24th 

August.  Laid out on next 
to Kilspindie GC, Aberlady, 
Craigielaw is the current home 
of the World Hickory Open won 
so excitingly by Zach Saltman 
last year. Dinner afterwards in 
the Clubhouse. Phone Ron Beatt 
on 01382 543262 (Scotland) or 
John Pearson on 01904 628711 
(England) if you want to play.

in the 1930s. Character is birch 
heathland with plenty of heather 
and good views of the nearby 
hills. Only a few miles north of 
Perth, the course is accessible to 
lowlanders.  Application form 
is with this issue and should 
be returned to the organiser, 
Hamish Ewan. Hickory and 
steel.

Hickory Match v Hunstanton 
GC, Norfolk. Wednesday, 
September 12th. This annual 
fixture on a renowned 
championship links forms the 
first leg of an attractive East 
Anglian double-header. Nigel 
Notley is organising and can be 
reached on 01462 742029. 

Hickory Match v Royal 
Worlington and Newmarket 
GC, Cambridgeshire,. Friday 
September 14th. The ‘Sacred 
Nine’ is the attractive venue for 
this annual match. Nigel Notley 
is organising, and members can 
make themselves available by 
ringing him on 01462 742029.

Centenary Hickory Match 
v North Worcestershire GC, 
Birmingham. Wednesday, 
August 19th. The North 
Worcestershire club is located in 
South Birmingham, close to the 
A38 out of town, and forms a 
parkland course measuring over 
6000 yards, originally laid out 
(yet again) by James Braid. Peter 
Heath on 0121 7337 455. 

Hickory Match against Beau 
Desert GC, Staffordshire. 
Sunday, September 29th. 
The venue is a fine heathland 
course on Cannock Chase, near 
Hednesford, between Lichfield 
to the south, and the M5 to 
the north. The Herbert Fowler 
layout measures over 6300 
yards, and has been much used 

Centenary Hickory Match v 
Whiteleaf GC, Buckinghamshire.  
Friday, the 31st of August. 
Just along the road from last 
year’s fixture at Ellesborough, 
Whiteleaf shares its downland 
characteristics, with fine views 
over the rolling Chilterns. The 
5400 yard nine-hole course was 
laid out by Harry Colt in the 
1920s and will be an ideal test for 
our hickories. Nigel Notley is 
organising and can be contacted 
on 01462 742029 if you would 
like to play. 

Centenary Hickory Match v New 
Mills GC, Derbyshire.  Saturday,   
September. 8th. 
Though located in North 
Derbyshire, New Mills is close 
to Greater Manchester and is 
readily accessible from the M60 
orbital motorway. The course 
is of moorland character, set in 
the foothills of the Pennines, 
measuring a tricky 5600 yards. 
Graham Walters is organising 
and should be contacted on 
01942 874059 if you would like a 
game.  

Centenary Hickory Match 
v Blackley GC, Greater 
Manchester.   Sunday, September 
9th. The Club is located just north 
of the M60 orbital motorway for 
Manchester, with Oldham to the 
East and the M62 a few miles 
to the north – so it is readily 
accessible to distant travellers. 
The course is of parkland 
character and measures  just over 
6000 yards. Graham Walters is 
organising; he can be reached on 
01942 874059.

North Scottish Meeting at 
Alyth GC, Perth and Kinross. 
Tuesday, September 11th. Alyth 
was first laid out by Old Tom, 
and the original nine holes 
extended to eighteen by Braid 



as a regional Open Qualifying 
venue. Members are encouraged 
to make playing interest known 
well in advance to the organiser, 
Tony Thorpe, on 01773 780420.

South East Regional Meeting 
at Copthorne GC, West Sussex. 
Monday, October 8th

Following the re-establishment 
of regular fixtures in the South 
East, at Cooden Beach, last 
October, John Hawkins has 
organised an Autumn Meeting 
at Copthorne GC. The 6300 yard 
layout is heath woodland in 
character, with design input by 
both James Braid and Bill Cox. 
Close to Junction 10 of the M23 it 
is readily accessible to members 
from Greater London. Both steel 
and hickory.  

Match against Rye GC members 
at Rye GC, East Sussex. 
Thursday, October 11th. The 
inaugural match was enjoyable, 
though damp, last year and 
the new Jubilee course testing, 
as would be expected from a 
Donald Steel layout. Members 

Thursday, October the 18th. 
This biennial match is your 
chance to play at one of the finest 
courses in the country, against 
some well-known and respected 
professionals, followed by a 
fine dinner in the Clubhouse. 
Application form is included 
and should be returned to Tony 
Thorpe.

Biennial Hickory Match: Europe 
v USA at Brook Hollow GC, 
Dallas, Texas. Monday, October 
the 29th. 
Europe are the holders of the 
Hickory Grail, and return to 
the USA full of hope. Brook 
Hollow is a fine course and Team 
Captain David Kirkwood has 
organised a mouth-watering trip 
that will also take in the GCS 
Annual Meeting and Mid-Pines 
Hickory Open near Pinehurst, 
South Carolina. The deadline for 
commitment is fast approaching. 
Phone him on 01620 842744 if 
you are interested in joining the 
party.

may indicate their desire to play 
on the application form for the 
English Hickory Championship

English Hickory Championship. 
at Rye GC, East Sussex. Friday, 
October the 12th.
With golf over one of the great 
traditional links course, and 
evening dinner in the historic 
George Hotel, Rye, this fixture is 
one of the highlights of the year. 
For those in the distant North, 
cheap flights are available with 
a little forward planning, and 
transport may be available from 
Gatwick Airport. Application 
form should be returned to the 
organiser, Tim Smartt. 

Hickory Match against Clapham 
Common GC. Wednesday,  
October the 17th. This annual 
fixture against one of the most 
historic of the London clubs  
is played over the Mitcham 
Common links.  Philip Truett is 
organising and can be contacted 
on 020 8686 0155.
Hickory Match against the PGA 
at Walton Heath GC, Surrey. 
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Russ Palmer
On March 16, 2007 one of the original 25 members of the GCS, and a 
member of the BGCS, Russ Palmer, passed away.  For years he was 
an active book collector and built a large library.  Russ served golf as 
Executive Director of the Connecticut State Golf Association, a member 
of the USGA Museum Committee and served as a rules official of major 
amateur and professional events in the US and The United Kingdom.  
He was a member of Royal North Devon Golf Club as well as the Royal 
and Ancient Golf Club and played in various competitions over the St 
Andrews courses, where he was also a noted historian of the city.  Russ 
was also Past President of the Hartford Golf Club where we were both 
members.

Russ was all that is good about golf and he safeguarded the heritage 
of the game for future generations. He will be missed by all especially 
his wonderful family.

    
W. A. R.



Dick Donovan
We mourn the death of longstanding associate member, and regular 
visitor to these shores – Dick Donovan, who died on Sunday, the 18th 
of February. Dick had been taken ill at the GCS Annual Meeting at Las 
Vegas, in October, soon after he had participated as expert panellist, in a 
seminar on the collecting of golf books. 

A former employee of General Electric, Dick was a determined 
collector of rare golf books, but even better-known as a historian, author, 
bibliographer and co-owner of the publisher, Castalio Press. 

He co-wrote with Joe Murdoch, The Game of Golf and the Printed Word 
1566 – 1985, and in conjunction with Rand Jerris recently updated this to 
extend the period to 2006.  In addition to the BGCS, he was a long-standing 
member of the USGA Museum and Library Committee, the GCS, The Golf 
Writers’ Association, the Tillinghast Society and the Ephemera Society. 
His integrity and honesty made him a respected member of whatever 
group he interacted with, while his easy-going manner made him many 
friends on both sides of the Atlantic. 

J.O.P
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Michael Lunt
The Daily Telegraph’s obituary referred to Michael as ‘one of the greatest 
amateur golfers of his generation’. Statistics support this suggestion; he 
was Amateur Champion in 1963 and very nearly retained the trophy the 
following year, losing only at the 39th hole to Gordon Clark. He was English 
Champion in 1966, following in the footsteps of his father, who had won 
it in 1934. He played for England from the mid ‘60s to mid ‘70s and was 
a Walker Cup player on four occasions. This all followed his appearing in 
the English Boy’s team for a record four consecutive years. His story of a 
list on the locker-room wall during the Boys’ Championship, asking for 
anyone wanting to play against Scotland the next day was, surely, another 
example of his self- deprecating humour.

Michael’s first experience of hickories was at the Walton Heath 
Centenary match in May 2004 when, with Trey Holland of the USGA,  they 
holed the Old course in 74. He joined the BGCS soon afterwards   

Having been Captain of Walton Heath in 2005, he became Captain of 
the R & A in September 2006 and was, therefore, still in office when he 
so tragically died on May 22nd. He had played in the Spring Medal at St 
Andrews only twelve days previously recording a gross score of 78 and 
thereby playing to his four handicap. 

On a more domestic level, in November he had represented the BGCS 
at Mitcham Common in the Society’s match against Clapham Common 

GC. No one would have known he held such an exalted position; high office made no adverse impression 
upon him. He remained the modest, self-effacing person we admired so much. After the match, he said that 
upon entering the Clubhouse earlier in the day, he had been immediately struck by the congenial atmosphere. 
The members knew each other so well and their regular meetings at this friendly Club clearly meant so much 
to them. It was, he said, the very grass roots of the game and he had loved being part of it for the day.

Members of the Society, who had the privilege of knowing Michael, will miss him most terribly but nothing, 
of course, approaching the loss felt by his wife Vicki and their son and daughter to whom we send our most 
sincere condolences. Vicki is a past Lady Captain of Walton Heath and, famously, caddied for Michael when 
winning the Amateur Championship. In his winning speech, Michael referred to his 48-year-old bachelor 
opponent as a ‘game old bird’ …….A few months later, as a wedding present, they received from John 
Blackwell a pair of silver pheasants with the inscription….’To the nesting birds from the game old bird’

 Oh for the Amateur game of days gone by! 
P.A.T.

Michael  Stanley Randle Lunt
1935 – 2007



Driving In at St Andrews

IN MID-SEPTEMBER each year at 8am, the 
hour previously set in Britain for executions, a 
distinguished golfer will step on the first tee of 

the Old Course at St Andrews, face a cannon and 
go through what might be described as the most 
nerve-wracking experience in his golfing career. He 
will then ‘drive himself in’ as the new Captain of the 
Royal and Ancient Golf Club. 

Evolving from a title of victory by winning 
the Silver Club Challenge, to one of election, 
the Captain represents a distinguished array of 
individuals. From royalty to political and military 
figures, the wealth of backgrounds is often matched 
by impressive golfing credentials. Be they a great 
golfer or duffer, either way he is required to follow 
the time-honoured custom. Escorted out by past 
captains and other dignitaries exchanging some 
forced humour, he descends down the steps to the 
first tee, faces the cannon and his execution. After 
a few practice swings, on the stroke of 8.00am, he 
drives himself in accompanied by the roar of the 
cannon. So commences the Autumn Meeting and his 
captaincy, and the Old Course is closed to the public 
until the completion of the competition is marked by 
another roar of the cannon. 

To set the scene, the first tee is immediately 
below the windows of the Big Room in the solid 
150-year old clubhouse. The first and eighteenth 
fairways are all in one and the eighteenth green lies 
immediately on your left, as you look west down the 
first hole towards the Swilcan Burn. The Old Course 
itself stretches away to the right among the whins 
and gorse as far as the Eden estuary

On the far side of the eighteenth fairway lies 
Rusack’s hotel, the New and St Andrews Golf Clubs 
and Tom Morris’s shop virtually unchanged from 
1865 when Old Tom was the principal custodian 
of the Club. Behind the green is the former Grand 
Hotel, later a university residence. 

At 7.45am the narrow streets echo to the hollow 
footsteps of members and many citizens on their way 
to the course. Several hundred stand behind the first 
tee on the famous steps and line the fairways. This 
is not just the R&A but very much a public occasion. 
To the right of the first tee stands an antiquated 
cannon with two miniature wheels, salvaged from 
a sailing ship that foundered in St Andrews Bay in 
1858 and acquired for the Club in 1859 through the 
good offices of Sir Hugh Lyon Playfair, Captain in 
1856. The head porter stands nearby holding a long 
cord attached to the firing mechanism and bearing 

an apprehensive expression.
This ceremonial drive in to office probably dates 

to 1863 when HRH Edward the Prince of Wales, 
later King Edward VII, was unable to attend the 
Autumn Meeting. It is likely that the single drive 
was introduced to add a sense of ceremony. Every 
Captain since has hit a single shot from the first tee 
of the Old course, thus gaining symbolically, the 
Silver Club and the Queen Adelaide Medal.

A minute or two before 8am, the caddies station 
themselves on the first fairway hopefully giving 
themselves the best chance of retrieving the ball. 
The position they take up is a silent appraisal of the 
central figure’s ability to golf. In 1922 when Edward, 
Prince of Wales (later King Edward VIII) drove 
himself in, some of the caddies stood disloyally 
close to the tee. The Club’s Honorary Professional  
tees up the ball. The ball is struck; simultaneously 
the cannon fires, and there is polite applause. 
Caddies scramble to find the ball and the reward 
of the traditional gold sovereign. Prior to 1922, the 
caddie received a silver coin, probably a crown. 
Later a pound note was the usual reward; only in 
1926 did this become a sovereign. Francis Ouimet, 
the first American captain, presented a $5 gold 
piece. Harvey Douglas from South Africa presented 
a gold kruger rand.

The cannon fire is first mentioned in 1837. The 
Fifeshire Journal, reporting the Autumn Meeting, 
announced, ‘on Wednesday, Captain Moncrieff 
and members preceded by the Town’s officers in 
full uniform, carrying the Silver Club with balls 
and gold medals attached and accompanied by 
music marched from Cross Keys at eleven o’clock 
to the links. on arriving at which they were saluted 
by Sergeant Ness with a round from the piece of 
artillery below’.

In the evening the new Captain presides at the 
Club dinner, resplendent in his red tail-coat jacket 
with the Queen Adelaide Medal round his neck, 
each of them a token of his new office.

Jake Davidson and Brno Taajaama

Acknowledgements:
This article first appeared in Finnish Golf Finland, to 
whose pubishers we are most grateful. Angela Howe, 
Senior Heritage and Museum Curator, and Peter Lewis, 
Director, both of the British Golf Museum, were an 
enormous help. The author also consulted articles by 
Henry Longhurst (1951) and Pat Ward-Thomas (1980), 
and Donald Steel’s and Peter Lewis’s 2004 history of the 
R&A (1939 - 2001) Traditions and Change, .
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IN AUGUST, golfers world-wide have to survive 
an irritation. Due warning is given, sometimes 
even in the membership card, that the greens 

will be ‘tined’ and a serious network of holes 
appears. ‘Tining Week’ is part of the calendar, just 
like the Autumn Meeting.  

 This brutal assault with a variety of devices, 
some also used on the fairways, is now accepted 
as both a therapy and for prevention of trouble.  
The necessary holes disrupt compacted turf, allow 
penetration of water and top dressing, and stimulate 
deep root growth. Though the members grumble, 
the holes fill quickly and after the disturbance is 
accepted with good grace, the benefits are clear.  
Next year, tufts of healthy new grass with deep 
roots appear at the marks.

  And it was a forgotten Scot who first used this 
strategy. He had increasing problems in the 1910s 
with much-used fine sports turf, and to deal with it 
he designed and patented the first hollow tine. He 
was not a golfer, but a bowler and he used it first at 
his Abercorn Bowling Club in Paisley near Glasgow 
from 1919. But it was decades before the world of 
golf could contemplate what seemed to be an over-
reaction, and a damaging and unnecessary assault 
on the course. It was after the drought of 1934 that 
the need for firm action was acknowledged and that 
‘Paul’s Method’ was accepted as the way forward.

Early attitudes
Prior to 1900, greenkeeping had a certain simplicity.  
The early writings on agronomy, such as they are, 
have little to say on the problem of worn turf or poor 
golf greens, perhaps because players’ expectations 
were low or the lightly-used, natural turf was 
resilient. The advice in the early golf magazines 
for poor greens was either Old Tom’s ‘mair saund’ 
strategy for the surface or light scarification. If this 
failed then the area might be re-turfed.

The Hollow Tine

Deep aeration to help preserve the greens on golf courses, now an annual 
routine, is thought to have started in the 1950s.  But David Hamilton reveals 

the strategy was devised much earlier and was a Scottish innovation.

  The older seaside links had natural fine grasses, 
assisted by blown sand, rabbit and sheep droppings 
and the now-forgotten activities of worms. But the 
new inland courses had difficulties, particularly 
those on heavy clay soil, and after 1900 most clubs 
started to worry about their greens. The players 
were more demanding, and with membership 
rising, traffic on the courses had increased. One 
solution was to roll the greens, and from 1887 Tom 
Morris at St Andrews had used a roller, or rather was 
told to use the roller by the new Green Committee 
of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club. Thus started 
the eternally fraught relationship between club 
committees and their greenkeepers.

  Others were also not convinced that rolling gave 
better greens, and even that it might give a problem.  
Horace Hutchinson in his Famous Golf Links of 1891 
notes that Henry Hunter at Deal was not keen on 
rolling but instead found that ‘dragging a chain 
harrow in winter removes rubbish and lets light 
to the roots’. But St Andrews kept the faith. In the 
multi-author work Green-Keeping edited by Horace 
Hutchinson in 1906, Hugh Hamilton, keeper of the 
green at St Andrews, still advocated the roller, but 
perhaps feeling he could do better, added a novelty, 
namely active removal of worms.

The worm slaughter
If rolling was of doubtful benefit, this next 
modernisation certainly was to cause trouble in 
the short term.  There was general rejoicing when 
selective worm killers appeared in the 1910s, 
the chorus led by The Carter Seed Company, a 
major player in lawn and sports turf supply. With 
Hugh Hamilton’s letter of endorsement in their 
advertisements, the company’s product sold well.  
In England worm-killing may have started first at 
Mid-Surrey in 1902 and was welcomed. Golfers 
could now have trouble-free putting, golf balls were 
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clean and greenkeepers had no need to sweep and 
disperse the casts daily. Casts no longer splattered 
onto the rollers or flattened onto the greens, killing 
the grass below. Hugh Hamilton at St Andrews still 
also used the roller once a week, but his regimen 
in autumn suggested some personal concern, since 
he now emphasised ‘thorough raking and cross-
raking, making a nice seed bed followed by quarter 
inch top dressing of compost.’

Hesitation
But one greenkeeper at the time thought that worm 
removal was a mistake. The golf course worms had 
given deep channels, penetrating up to one foot 
into the ground below, which aided water entry, 
and these air passages gave new deep root growth.  
Worms convert organic waste notably leaves and 
rabbit and sheep droppings into rich topsoil. Some 
think the worms may even have created the crucial 
layer of topsoil, and hence grass, on the sandy 
links, essential for regular human use, including 
golf. In 1907 CB Henderson, then green keeper at 
Sandyhills Golf Club near Glasgow, commented in 
the magazine Golfing on his local problem with his 
greens.  They were now

so hard and baked in dry weather that [because 
of] rolling and treading it is impossible for grass 
to grow, as the ground is so sealed up.  Here the 
worm comes to its aid by perforating the crusted 
ground, letting in heat, light and air to fertilise 
the ground, which is essential to all forms of 
vegetation.

Henderson was attacked for his old-fashioned ways 
in the next issue of the magazine on January 30th. 
In a patronising letter from James Carter, director 
of the seed and worm-killer firm, Henderson was 
advised to keep up-to-date.

  Henderson replied, and though he accepted 
that on the worm question, there was no way back, 
he was convinced that something was wrong. He 
had dropped rolling and instead suggested that 
the benefit from the worms could be mimicked 
with a manure or potato fork, to spike and lift any 
compacted turf. He accepted that the downside for 
the members was that the greens would be more 
irregular after spiking.

Enter William Paul
About this time, not far from Sandyhills, William 
Paul at the Abercorn Bowling Club at Paisley, had 
a similar problem with his bowling green. The two 
men may have known each other. Like golf and 
curling, bowling on high-quality flat greens was 

popular in Scotland long before England took up 
this newer form of the ancient sport. New bowling 
greens were not usually constructed on existing 
turf and required greater care than new golf greens, 
since the small bowling surface and tramp of many 
bowlers’ feet was great.  The Scots had pioneered 
a multilayered construction, starting with a lower 
drainage layer and a surface laid with turf slices 
taken from suitable coastal areas, notably at Forres 
in the north of Scotland and later in Cumbria, 
described as ‘sea-washed’. The Abercorn turf had 
come from Loch Guinart in Islay.  

  But this grass brought with it an inert under-
layer of silt that hardened with time. This barrier and 
constant use by bowlers gave the first challenge of 
the problem of poor sports grass due to compacted 
turf and in addition rain or water supplied might 
simply lie on the surface. 

Paul’s plan
William Paul’s father was a local seedsman and 
greenkeeper to the Club, which though founded 
in 1860, was merely fourth-oldest in Paisley. Young 
William, a businessman in the 20s, and winner 
of many events, was drawn into the challenge of 
maintaining the quality of the green. Of inventive 
mind, he had already introduced the small rubber 
protective mats thereafter used as a standard on all 
bowling greens.

  His radical solution to deal with the grass 
problem was that deep perforation of his turf was 
required.  Why he also decided on radical removal 
of turf cores is unclear, but perhaps simple forking 
gave an unacceptably uneven surface for the 
bowlers or that he found that simple spiking was 
not enough.  It may be that because the bowling 
season ceases in autumn, he had an off-season in 
which to do hollow tining without outraging his 
fellow-members or them even noticing.

  Whatever the reason, he started to use his 
hollow tine fork in 1919 in Paisley, and he seems to 
have been a man with a mission. Pointedly calling 
it ‘Paul’s Method’ and at first naming his device as 
‘Paul’s Piercer’ he advocated its use in a number of 
pamphlets including his broadsheet The Care and 
Upkeep of Bowling Greens of 1920 which shows his 
new fork.  Later, after word began to spread about 
its usefulness, he patented it in 1930 (Patent No 
337597). 

  The device is simple. It is pushed vertically 
by foot into turf, and a core of soil ascended in 
the hollow tine tubes.  On pulling out the fork, the 
contained cores of soil stay in the tubes, and on the 
next insertion the new cores push the first cores 
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out of upper side vents in the tines.  The cores can be 
gathered and used or disposed of if from poor soil. Little 
has changed in the principle of the use of this device and 
it is still the basic mechanism employed in the machines 
now used for widespread tining.  

Impact on golf
But, in the late 1920s the golf magazines show that his 
strategy was still to reach the world of golf, in spite of 
continuing concern at what was now termed ‘caked’ 
or ‘hide-bound’ turf.  Watering of greens was now 
increasingly used to encourage growth and it was noticed 
that this water and summer rain might simply lay on top 
of the greens and run off, or evaporate.  On investigation 
by cutting sods, study showed that water had not 
penetrated beyond an inch or two.  

  These concerns appeared regularly in Golf Illustrated 
articles. The guru of the day, Alister Mackenzie, now 
declared in favour of forking or pricking to enable manure 
or water to get down to the grass roots. This was labour 
intensive, and Golf Illustrated of September 12th 1924 
reported a faster method for fairway spiking, namely use 
of ‘a light Sarel spike roller’ – the first machine of its kind. 
It was costly and unsuitable for greens. 

  But agreement on the need for aeration of solid turf 
may have been delayed by some temporary diversions 
into new territory, with rival diagnoses and attractive 
panaceas. These involved a return to the earlier 
assumption that ‘two dimensional’ surface treatments 
alone could promote good greens and that the third, deep 
dimension, beloved of the spiking advocates. The Sports 
Turf Research Institute at Bingley was now in operation 
and they were looked to for modern methods in the 
matter of choice of new grasses and selection of chemical 
fertilisers rather than cutting holes in the turf. A new 
explanation of the poor greens appeared and the culprit 
was alleged to be the alkaline ammonia sulphate fertiliser.  
Accordingly, as an antidote, the turf had to be restored 
by acidification. For a while, good results were claimed 
for this expensive method: others were not so sure. Mr E 
Smith, a Manchester greenkeeper, was suspicious of the 
new scientific trend and concluded poignantly in Golf 
Illustrated: 

I have watched the progress of over-chemicalisation 
of turf so closely during the post war years that any 
turf man would indeed be blind if he did not see that 
mechanical turf aeration is going to be the salvation of 
turf in the future.

More difficulties
The troubles continued, particularly at courses with clay 
soil, and steadily some form of (solid) spiking became 
routine in the 1930s. Herbert Fowler advised a light roller 
with spikes, and the Pattisson Company marketed a large 

William Paul was a member of the Abercorn 
Bowling Club for 45 years. He was their 

President in 1914 and in 1927 was President of 
the Scottish Bowling Association.  

This picture of Paul’s Fork and other information 
comes from a pamphlet written by William Paul 

and reproduced in a publication of the Sports 
Turf Research Institute, Bingley by RDC Evans: 
Bowling Greens, their History, Construction 

and Maintenance, Bingley 1988.
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gang roller with spikes. These drum-plus-spike systems 
had a defect. As the roller advanced, some tearing of 
the turf was inevitable since the spikes came out at an 
angle, and laborious labour-intensive hand-spiking was 
still best. The debate was led in articles written largely 
by club secretaries, usually former military men, whose 
concern for their courses is admirable and in speaking for 
the green-keepers their awareness of the day-to-day care 
of golf courses is clear as is the tightness of their budgets.  
The debate on the merits of hand or machine spiking 
polarised and on one side was led by the noisy proud 
honorary greenkeeper at Worplesdon, Captain Charles 
Ambrose, a Club still at the social centre of golf through 
its late-October Mixed Foursomes competition. Jousting 
with him in the magazines was Mr W Hargreaves, 
aggressive manager of the Cheadle, Cheshire company, 
which made the Sisis range of spiking machines, heavily 
advertised in Golf Illustrated. Interestingly, Stutt’s golf 
course and bowling green construction company in 
Paisley also entered this market with a similar machine: 
Stutt and the bowler Paul may have known each other.

Hollow tining emerges
About this time in the early 1930s, the legendary Secretary 
at Royal Liverpool, Guy Farrar, also had increasing 
concerns about his greens and fairways. He had been 
temporarily converted by the advocates of acidification, 
but matters were no better, and dangerously dry turf 
was instead produced at Hoylake. Regular watering was 
now essential as a remedy, and he noticed it often now 
did not penetrate the grass. At a meeting at the Sports 
Turf Research Institute at Bingley in about 1930 Farrar 
suggested provocatively that the remedy was treatment 
by ‘a hose pipe and a fork’ and recalled later that this 
view was treated with amusement by the modernisers. 
Convinced that he was right, he may have been first to 
buy and use a Paul’s Fork. 

  Others now listened to him. In 1935 Bingley acted 
on the claims and set up experimental plots to study 
rival aeration methods, particularly ‘Paul’s Method.’ 
The Institute reported in Golf Illustrated that while both 
spiking and hollow tining methods allowed markedly 
better water penetration in their experiments, Paul’s Fork 
gave better watering results than did simple spiking. 
In addition, with use of Paul’s Fork, they importantly 
noticed that better grass resulted in the following year. 
The magazine published a remarkable picture of a 
Bingley turf sod with grass roots growing down a hollow 
tine cavity, vigorously extending below old inert layers 
of soil. The Bingley report also pointed out the obvious.  
Only Paul’s Method allowed deep additional replacement 
of poor soil, particularly clay, since desirable top dressing, 
or sand, or fresh soil could be raked onto and descend 
into the holes.

Cautious aeration was becoming routine in golf 
course management in the 1920s and costly 
machines were made by a number of companies. 
These used solid spikes and not hollow tines as 
shown in Golf Illustrated August 23rd 1925.

Patent 337,597 for William Paul’s fork.  The 
device could hold either hollow or solid tines   

15



Hoylake challenge
An important event coming up was the 1936 Open 
Championship at Hoylake. In 1935 Guy Farrar’s 
problems, with one year to go, were considerable. 
The year before had seen a notorious drought, and 
1935 was little better: two years of drought had 
left its mark. For his tees and greens the Paul Fork 
was now in use – vigorous use. Farrar was a keen 
photographer, and in Golf Illustrated of February 
1936, with a few months to go, he showed the 
forking in progress and proudly reported that 

though the members were ‘curious’

every green and tee had now been Paul forked 
during the autumn….  In many places the ground 
was so hard that great difficulty was experienced 
in driving down the tines of the Paul fork to their 
full extent. The marvellous recovery of the Royal 
Liverpool links – a recovery which will surprise 
many people next June – was due in a large degree 
to the constant forking in the autumn 

With this distinguished well-publicised support, 
the Paul Method might have been well established 
had not the Second World War intervened and 
in Britain this meant that golfing matters and 
course management returned to great simplicity. 
Memberships fell, courses closed, and the nuances 
of greenkeeping were not a priority. Men and 
machines were scarce, and club income tiny. 
Reduced play perhaps concealed the old underlying 
turf problem. And the sheep were back, helping the 
war effort and the turf.  

Next events
When golf revived in the late 1940s the next, not-
unrelated crisis, is well known and was to bring in a 
quite dramatic rediscovery of Paul’s Method.  By the 
1950s an apparently new problem with many British 
golf courses was growth of new green grasses on the 
ancient greens encouraged by nitrogenous fertilisers 
and the added necessary copious watering.  But 
the new grass was increasingly fragile. Vulnerable 
elevated parts of the green, if unwatered, could die 
on a hot day. Plug marks were deep and frequent. 
Investigation of cores of turf showed poor roots and 
worse still, underlying beds of dead grass and old 
roots – known as thatching. Saviours appeared in 
the form of Jim Arthur and Eddie Park. They made 
the diagnosis and they had a clear answer – an 
old one – hollow tining, aided this time by better 
machines which by advancing slowly and having a 
rapid vertical tine action did not tear the turf.

  Old Tom Morris had regularly advocated his 
cure of ‘Mair saund, mair saund.’ Now the mantra 
was ‘Mair tining, mair tining.’ The principle had 
been established, in Scotland, in 1919.

Thanks go to David Fraser, Secretary of the 
Abercorn Bowling Club for assistance and 
providing the portrait.  Valuable comments 
on the story came from Bob Murray, David 
Malcolm, Malcolm Campbell, Philip Truett 

and Bob Labbance.

Paul’s Fork shown in use in August 1935 to deal with 
the compaction problems at Hoylake prior to the 1936 

Open Championship. This shows hand-forking (at 
the Sixteenth?) and is taken from Golf Illustrated of 

February 22nd 1936.

The Abercorn Bowling Club though founded in 1860 
is only the fifth oldest club in Paisley.
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JUNE 2007 marks the centenary of the opening 
of a nine-hole course at the Holy Island of 
Lindisfarne, Northumberland. A chance visit 

to the island in May found an exhibition about 
the history of the Club, which closed in the mid-
1950s. Not only has the Lindisfarne Heritage 
Centre uncovered a newspaper report of the 
ceremonial opening of the course in June 1907 – it 
also features eight early photographs of the course 
in the trademark panoramic style of Alfred Hind 
Robinson. 

The Berwick Advertiser report of June the 14th, 
1907, reveals that the formation of the Club arose 
from the initiative of local residents, led by HG 
Winship, an Island hotelier, who was to become 
the first Honorary Secretary and Treasurer. After 
enlisting the critical support of the local landowner, 
L Morley Crossman, of Cheswick, the organisers 
obtained patronage from Edward Hudson, the 
owner of Lindisfarne Castle. Hudson, a board 
member at Walton Heath, was the proprietor of 
Country Life magazine. He had used his architectural 
correspondent, a young Edward Lutyens, to 
mastermind the restoration of the Castle, which by 
1907, he now used as a summer home. And for the 
walled garden, established a short distance away, 
he was advised by his gardening correspondent, 
the renowned Gertrude Jekyll. So when approached 
by the ambitious organisers of the proposed 
new club, Hudson was generous in his financial 
support, arranging for James Braid, the Walton 
Heath Professional, to lay out the course – and 
Country Life’s golf correspondent, double Amateur 
Champion Horace Hutchinson, to play the opening 
exhibition match. His opponent, a fellow guest at 
the Castle, was Walton Heath-based scratchman, 
SD Winkworth, whom he beat easily. Braid was 
reported to have had a particular affection for the 
Holy Island course, as the best natural links he had 
ever designed. 

Immediately following the match, a competition 
was held for a small trophy presented by the club 
landlord and President, Morley Crossman. Format 
was nine-holes medal play. There were 34 entries 
from local clubs, including the home one, and 
the winner was W Atkinson of Alnmouth, with 
a score of 45. In case readers feel that this may 
perhaps not represent absolutely first class golf, 
it should be pointed out that the condition of the 
course appears far short of the complimentary 
comments published in the Berwick Advertiser, with 
precious areas of fairway separating challenging 
sandy wastes. The winner’s caddy that day was 
a young Jack Patterson, from the local village, to 
whom Atkinson duly presented the silver cup. His 
nephew, Dick Patterson, still lives on the Island, is 
President of the Heritage Association, and provided 
this original cup for the display. Runner-up with a 
score of 47, and also from Alnmouth, was C de S 
Paynter, who won a dozen balls presented by James 
Braid. Winner of the ladies competition, from a field 
of sixteen, was Miss Parkinson of Newbiggin, with 
a score of 63. 

Following play, all competitors and members of 
the opening party returned to the President’s home, 
the Manor House, Cheswick, for afternoon tea. 

The identities of the players in the Robinson 
photographs, are the subject of some speculation. 
The first picture also appears in the late Gordon 
McKeag’s history of Bamburgh Castle Golf Club, 
where it is described as featuring the Bamburgh 
President and benefactor, Lord Armstrong, on the 
right, with his land agent, Col. EJ Hart the adult 
standing on the left. The two caddies were the 
sons of Holy Island GC Hon Sec, HG Winship. 
Both were uncles of the donor of the photographs, 
who believes that the player in the cap, with white 
shoes, was James Braid, playing in the opening 
exhibition match. But the figure looks unfamiliar 
to Braid watchers and there is no gallery, which 

John Pearson
chances on a lost course by James Braid

Golf on Lindisfarne
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may have been expected of such an event. Nor do 
any of the figures resemble Horace Hutchinson, 
who at the age of 48, was then near the end of his 
playing career, and distinctively paunched, white-
haired and moustached. We await comments and 
suggestions from BGCS members. 

The other artefact, not featured in the exhibition, 
but flourished for the visit of the editorial team, 
was a postcard showing Braid’s original layout 
– set amongst the dunes at the northwest corner of 
the Island. The course amounted to a respectable 
2800 yards, and was laid out using local volunteer 
labour. The Club had an opening membership of 
36 and was never really successful – losing the 
patronage of Edward Hudson when he sold the 
Castle in 1922. 

Dick Patterson remembers the course as a boy, 
and believes it finally closed around 1955. It now 
forms an important nature reserve leased to English 
Nature, and is the home of rare dune plants. 

Holy Island is a magical, spiritual place. An 

excursion is warmly recommended, as is a short 
diversion for any travellers on the A1. The small 
exhibition featuring the golf course continues 
throughout 2007 in the Lindisfarne Heritage Centre, 
situated in Marygate, near the Priory.

The Editor thanks Mr Dick Patterson, representing the 
Lindisfarne Heritage Centre, who has been extremely 
helpful in providing information and images used in the 
preparation of this article.
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Tee not located. Lord Armstrong believed 
to be the gentleman on the right, with 
Col. EJ Hart, on the left

Lord Armstrong (?) driving from the 
Second across rough ground; a forecaddy 
waits on a distant sandhill

Driving from the fifth tee
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Approaching the eighth grees. Not so 
much a bunker – more like an extension 
to the Sahara Desert

The luxury of smooth turf on the eighth 
green

Spectators at a respectful distance as 
Lord Armstrong (?) attempts escape from 
a ‘bunker’ on the Ninth

No rakes in this bunker, beside the ninth 
green. A modest pavilion in the back-
ground. 

The postcard showing Braid’s original 
layout of the course.
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THE BIENNIAL VAGLIANO TROPHY match 
between Great Britain and Ireland against 
the Continent of Europe takes place on the 

Torrance course at Fairmont St Andrews (formerly 
St Andrews Bay) on Friday and Saturday, 27-28 July 
2007.  The match is scheduled in alternate years with 
the Curtis Cup, and selection for the GB&I Vagliano 
team is as keenly contested by our  aspiring young 
golfers as the match against America.

The Trophy was presented to the Comité des 
Dames de la Fédération Française de Golf and the 
Ladies’ Golf Union by Monsieur AA Vagliano  in 
1931, originally for annual competition between 

teams  from France and Great Britain. Matches 
were played alternately on courses in the London 
or Paris areas up until 1939. The first match, 
consisting of three foursomes and six singles, was 
played at Oxhey, Hertfordshire, a course no longer 
in existence. Unfortunately France could only take 
half a point from a strong British side, and, apart 
from a halved match at Chantilly in 1934, the British 
Isles dominated all subsequent matches up until the 
war years.

Enid Wilson, in her book A Gallery of Women 
Golfers said ‘France had always had several first-
rate women golfers, their best ranking with the top 
flight in any part of the world, but they were never 
lucky enough to muster a side to beat us.’

The matches resumed after the war in 1947,  
and were played annually until 1949, when, at the 
request of the LGU, they were played biennially 

The European team at Wentworth in 1959: (Back) Martine Paul (Fr), Marietta Gütermann (Ger), 
Arlette Jacquet (Bel), Janine Prion (Bel), Andrée Villers (Bel), Anne van Riensdyk (Neth), Monika 

Möller (Ger). Front: Isa Goldsmidt (It), Odile Senelaigne (Fr), Vicomtesse de St Sauveur (Capt. Fr), 
Anne Elise Eschauzier (Neth)
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during the same week as a match against Belgium. 
This additional contest was started at Waterloo, 
Brussels, in 1949 the teams playing for a cup 
donated by Mr and Mrs Wallace Williamson of 
Edinburgh.

Both matches continued to be very one-sided, 
and Enid Wilson relates that ‘there was sadness 
on the part of the continentals, for the Ladies Golf 
Union had told the French and Belgian Golfing 
Federations that they wished to discontinue these 
matches and to play, instead, matches in which 
the continental team consisted of players from all 
countries in Europe outside the British Isles’.

The first fixture in this new format took place 
on the West course at Wentworth on October 1959, 
when both sides had teams of twelve. They played 
five foursomes and ten singles, the games being 
over 36 holes.  The visiting side, captained by the 
Vicomtesse de St Sauveur (Lally Vagliano) had 
representatives from Belgium, France, Germany, 
Holland and Italy. The British Isles won by twelve 
points to three and they retained the Vagliano 
Trophy, the French Federation permitting it to be 
held by the side successful in the contest.

Lewine Mair, in her book The Dunlop Lady 
Golfers Companion tells of Marley Spearman, who 
was representing Great Britain and Ireland for 
the first time in this 1959 match.  In her 36 hole 
singles, Marley had gone into lunch ten up but had 
lost the first hole in the afternoon.  ‘Heavens’, she 
cried, turning to her caddie, ‘I’m only nine up’. She 
insisted she never had a worse feeling.

The match has been played biennially since 
1959.  The Continent of Europe won for the first 
time in 1965, and retained the trophy in 1967 and 
1969 before Great Britain and Ireland took it back 
for a ten year spell, ending in 1981 with another win 
for the Continent of Europe at Puerta de Hierro GC 
by fourteen matches to ten. GB&I dominated for the 
next six encounters, followed by a run of four wins 
by the Continent of Europe.

The format of the event changed in 1975 to teams 
of nine, with four foursomes and eight singles being 
played on each of two days.  

Irish Captain Ada O’Sullivan led the GB&I  team 
to victory at Co Louth in 2003, and repeated the 
victory at Chantilly, France,  in 2005. This year the 
GB&I Captain is the Irish legend, the great Mary 
McKenna, who herself played in every Vagliano 
Trophy match from 1969 to 1989.

If you are in the St Andrews area at the end of 
July, I recommend that you come along and watch 
some great golf at the Torrance course, Fairmont St 
Andrews.

Politics and Golf
David Hamilton unearthed the following exchange 
from the pages of  Golf Illustrated in the 1900s:

Sir
The Anti-Socialist Union of Great Britain are 
making an appeal for funds. It has struck me 
that there must be many thousand golfers in this 
country who sympathise with the aims and objects 
for which the Union is founded. Surely no good 
golfer could be a socialist. There is no game where 
individuality and competition play so large a part. 
Shillings are urgently wanted and if all players of 
this ‘Royal and Ancient Game’ were to forward 
to the fund the results of their prowess during 
the next few months a very handsome addition to 
the fund would result. I for one, propose to send 
the value of each ball I win to the Treasurer of the 
Union, and I appeal to all loyal supporters of King 
and Country to do the same. I believe the special 
booklets with shilling receipts can be obtained 
from the head offices of the Union at 58 Victoria 
Street, Westminster, SW.    
    Yours etc, AEC

Dear Sir,
In your issue of December 2nd there appears a 
letter from the pen of AEC. Although your paper 
is scarcely one in which to discuss socialism, yet 
it is only right that AEC’s appeal for subscriptions 
to the Anti-Socialist Association should have 
some notice taken of it. He asks ‘Can any good 
golfer be a socialist?’ May I reply that I may not 
be a good golfer, though I am on the plus side 
of scratch, yet I am a good socialist. He states 
that golf is essentially a game of individual and 
competitive effort, the which is perfectly true; 
we might, however, be permitted to ask what 
sort of competitive game it would be if some 
members of his club were given from the start 
the best instruction, the best clubs, balls, caddies 
and luncheons, whilst other members of the club 
from the start were denied like opportunities of 
instruction, had to be content with such clubs and 
balls as they could pick up, and came out to play 
frequently ill-fed and ill-clad, for of such is the 
kingdom of individualism and competition. By 
all means let golfers hand over their trophies to 
the Anti-Socialist Association, if so be they cannot 
conscientiously contribute to the Socialist parties, 
for the more the matter is discussed the more 
converts there will assuredly be.  Yours etc

XYZ



THE ROYAL SYDNEY GOLF CLUB 
ROBERTSON COLLECTION is one of 
the most important golf club and golf ball 

collections in the world. Rarely does one find 
such a quantity of clubs and balls with a known 
provenance assembled together and available for 
viewing. This collection starts with the very first 
known golf course, Leith, and displays the clubs 
once used by the finest player of the feather ball era, 
Allan Robertson. 

The Robertson Mystique
Allan Robertson was born in 1815, the year 
Napoleon was defeated at Waterloo; Allan was 
to become the next in the family of a long line of 
feather-ball makers, and the one destined to leave 
an indelible mark on the history of the great game. 

On the 15th of December 1685, James Hay of 
Edinburgh and David Robertson of St Andrews 
signed an agreement that Hay (a clubmaker) was to 
receive ’all of the golf balls he shall make from this 
day forth till the 17th of March next to come, 1686.’  
The price was ’half a crown sterling money for each 
dozen’. John Milne, a bowyer from Leith, was the 
witness. This is the very first evidence I am aware  
of, of the long line of ballmaking Robertsons.

They called themselves ‘cordiners’ (shoemakers) 
and were all members of the Cordiners’ Guild both 
at St Andrews and Leith. They were eventually 
expelled from the Guild for poor attendance 
and from then on designated themselves as 
‘Ballmakers’.

David Robertson’s sons were shoemakers and 
weavers throughout the Republic of Cromwell and 
in the Restoration period (post 1660), and three of 

The Robertson Collection
At The Royal Sydney Golf Club

 

The Historian of The Royal Melbourne Golf Club, and BGCS member, 
Noel Terry 

recently conducted a well-attended seminar at The Royal Sydney Golf Club, 
on their stellar collection of early clubs and balls, which originally belonged to  the Robertson 

family from St Andrews. As well as describing clubs and balls from some of the most famous of the 
early makers, Noel has highlighted what he thinks is a unique club from a named bowmaker of the 

eighteenth century  

them made balls. The family persisted in ballmaking 
down to Allan’s uncle William, who was probably 
Allan’s teacher before moving to Leith in 1835.

While it is often reported that Allan’s father 
David made featheries, there is little supporting 
evidence, as his father listed himself as a weaver, 
was a member of the Weaver’s Guild, and married 
a weaver’s daughter. That is not to say he didn’t 
make the odd ball somewhere along the way, but it 
is very likely that the ‘David ballmaker’, and those 
in the collection were made by his father’s cousin, 
who recorded himself as such.

After his period with William, Allan set up 
his own business and made his featheries in his 
kitchen; he is said to have dispensed them to buyers 
out of his kitchen window. He lived in a weaver’s 
cottage on Sandyhill overlooking the Old Course at 
St Andrews. What a wonderful family history it is.

Tom Morris became his apprentice in 1840 and 
their association was to develop into a strong, 
lifetime friendship. They played against and with 
each other, drawing huge crowds to their matches 
that whetted the appetite of the betting men.

Apart from Allan’s excellent reputation as a 
ballmaker, he was recognized as the finest player 
of the feather-ball era and into the early part of 
the gutty. Small in stature, this bewhiskered man 
manoeuvred his ball around a golf course with 
great skill and cunning and was rarely beaten. On 
one occasion he was asked not to play so that a 
reasonable field would enter the tournament. 

Like all champions, at the end of their careers, 
others like Tom Morris, and later Andrew Strath, 
had his measure, but he cannily took them as 
partners in foursome matches rather than directly 
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compete against them. Allan, in an unofficial 
capacity, also supervised the maintenance of the 
St Andrews’ links for many years and was the first 
man to break 80, with a 79 on the 15th of September 
1858.

Allan died of jaundice, aged 44 on the 1st of 
September 1859 and the world lost a legend. The 
epitaph in the Dundee Advertiser, September 1859 
states that Allan was ’The greatest golf player that 
ever lived’. He did not ‘will’ his clubs and balls to 
his brother David who had emigrated to Australia; 
they went to a friend in St Andrews. His will read as 
follows in relation to brother David:

The History of the Bible dated 1712, an old knife 
dated 1800, it is in the shape of a hare, also my 
father’s old pinchback watch, also The History of 
the Robertsons: these four things go to my brother 
David Robertson.

So we can be very sure the collection was brought 
here by David before Allan’s death in 1859 and 
press reports in Bells Life, Sydney, on the 22nd of 
December 1849 would certainly also lead one to this 
conclusion: ’I shall be happy to play any man in the 
Colony for any sum, as soon as clubs and balls can 
be procured from home’ David Robertson. I would 
suggest, therefore, the collection probably arrived 
in Australia in 1850.

Allan was so poor when he died that there was 
a collection in the Club to provide for his wife. It 
is thought that any remaining possessions would 
have been sold off by his wife at that time. Thus any 
Allan Robertson item that appears today is of great 
interest to historians and collectors. 

David, Allan’s younger brother was born 
in January 1825. He was apprenticed to a cloth 
merchant in the linen trade first in St Andrews and 
then in Dundee. He left around 1844-46 when the 
linen trade collapsed and hand-loom weaving in the 
town essentially ended. He emigrated to Australia 
in 1848 leaving no evidence of his golfing skills or 
entry in any serious golf events beforehand. It was 
David’s son Allan who donated the collection to 
Royal Sydney.    

The collection itself – Balls 
It is fair to say that any collection of feather balls 
which includes six Robertsons, two Gourlays, a 
Tom Morris, and a McEwan warrants the attention 
of anyone interested in the history of the feather-
ball era. One of the Robertson balls was made by 
George Robertson who is listed as a feather-ball 
maker at Wright’s Houses at Bruntsfield Links 

1825-1826, then listed in Musselburgh in 1831. 
Two gutty balls are also included. The gutty was 
introduced on 1848 and soon took over as the 
preferred ball.                                                

I have already covered briefly, the Robertson 
history of ball making but the other maker who 
might even be more famous for his beautifully 
made branded balls is Gourlay. He joined the 
cartwright, James McEwan from Stirling, at the 
other early course Bruntsfield, where James 
became the designated clubmaker and Burgess of 
Edinburgh in 1775. He was the start of the McEwan 
dynasty and his son Peter was to marry Gourlay’s 
daughter in 1802. Peter started making balls as an 
apprentice to Gourlay, and the McEwan ball in the 
collection would be one made by him. He was later 
to relocate to Musselburgh as did the Gourlays. 

McEwan clubs and Gourlay balls are considered 
a classic display of the quality craftsmanship of the 
time, and both are highly valued by collectors.

There are three Sandy Pirie branded balls in 
the collection; however, Sandy and his brothers 
David and Willie were caddies at St Andrews in the 
summer and weavers in the winter and there is no 
evidence yet to hand that they ever made a feather 
ball.

The art of ballmaking was a very closely-held 
secret – being one of the prime reasons the price 
of a ball was kept high for so long. Names were 
often added to balls when awarded as a prize for 
a competition win, a common practice that has 
greatly confused history as to who were the actual 
makers.

 The weavers played a large part in sustaining 
golf when the industrial revolution caused people 
to change their focus to more work and education 
rather than golf. 

Golf was all but dead between 1790 and 1820; 
however, through this period the weavers would 
set their weaving machines in the morning and let 
their wives and daughters run them so they could 
go off and play golf. This well thought out action 
contributed significantly in keeping the game alive. 

The Pirie brothers preceded Allan Robertson 
and were once described in The Fifeshire Journal as 
’undoubtedly the first players in Scotland‘, which 
of course is incorrect but is an indication of their 
prominence. David Pirie was keeper of the Union 
Clubhouse for some period.

Clearly with balls by Robertson, Gourlay and 
Morris, one can be very sure it is a unique and 
highly prized collection. Marking the names on 
these balls with a black pen, however, has not 
enhanced their value.     
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Clubs – Woods
The actual clubs within this wonderful collection 
give it great status, as almost all are made by those 
who could be considered in ‘the great makers 
club’. Names like McEwan, where there were 
six generations of club-makers, Wilson, Jackson, 
Forgan and Morris carry great history and respect. 
So with long nose clubs, classic makers, some with 
Allan stamped in the top, what more can one say; 
but one stands out, the Neilson putter.

It is so special because I believe it is the oldest 
club known to exist where any maker has marked 
his name on the top of the head. It is also the only 
one known to exist. Many history books list Cossar 
in this capacity but I would suggest it is highly 
likely that Neilson was in fact Cossar’s master. This 
club is unique.

 Robert Neilson was bowmaker to The Royal 
Company of Archers as well as being a clubmaker, 
and lived in Leith from 1719-1767; he was retired 
on a pension in 1760 so he was obviously well 
thought of by the Archers. Alexander his son, also a 
clubmaker, was born in 1752 and in my opinion was 
likely to have been the builder of this club. 

Simon Cossar was born in 1766 and died in 1811 
and is said to have entered the clubmaking trade 
in 1785. At this date Alexander would have been 
33 years of age, which would well and truly have 
allowed him to be a craftsman.  He or one of the 

Dickson family is very likely to have been Cossar’s 
master as all of them were from Leith. There are 
four Cossar clubs in existence to this day. 

On the top of this putter is marked Nielson, Leith, 
and in a different stamp, Allan. The marking on the 
Neilson and Cossar clubs is done in a very similar 
way: along, rather than at right angles to the face, 
which became common practice later. The stamping 
layout is consistent with the way bow-makers 
stamped their bows. The Neilson stamping, or 
marking, is crude by comparison to that of Cossar. 
Royal Sydney is therefore in possession of a gem 
and clearly one of the great historic golf clubs in 
the world.

Claims have been made about another two clubs 
with AD stamped on them; however their heritage 
is questionable and open to much debate amongst 
experts on the subject. Unquestionably they are 
clubs of great antiquity but, unlike the Neilson, do 
not make certain the maker’s name.

Some alteration to the Neilson club has taken 
place over the years. Allan has been stamped on the 
top and it has a replacement grip; the original grip 
would have been made from wool-knit selvedge 
gathered up from the floor of a coat-maker or 
the like. I would also suggest the face has been 
straightened from its original hooked state, a 
common practice in the nineteenth century.

 It is interesting to contemplate the conditions 

The Neilsen Putter Stamping on the head of the Neilsen putter

A Cossar club, for comparison
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and tools that would have been available to Neilson 
at the time this club was made. It would very likely 
have been made in a room in his house,  – perhaps 
the only room. 

The tools at his disposal were probably a saw, 
a spokeshave, a plane and some chisels, a rasp 
and file, as little else existed. The finishing was 
sometimes done with a piece of broken glass and 
the sanding with the dried skin of a dogfish or a 
small skate.

The club displays several interesting 
characteristics. Firstly its ash shaft is much larger 
in diameter at the top than nineteenth century clubs 
and tapers down through the grip to the head. The 
head is also larger and particularly thick through 
the throat, and the lie is much flatter.

It has more loft than those that followed, no 
doubt in order to handle the relatively rough greens 
of the time, if you could call them that. Having 
‘Leith’ on the club alone is wonderful as this is 
where the game, as we know it, began on a laid out 
set of holes. The first written record of golf at Leith 
is in 1571. This is another story in its own right and 
for another time. 

James McEwan started making clubs in 1775 
at Bruntsfield as detailed earlier, and his family 
product was for a period sold in St Andrews by their 
agent David Robertson, Allan’s father. Clubs made 
by the McEwan family are all held in the highest 
possible regard. Unfortunately, the McEwan in the 
collection is very dilapidated having been well 
used. 

There are three Wilson long-nose woods. 
Wilson was Hugh Philp’s apprentice and later 
made and sold clubs of his own in St Andrews not 
100 yards from where Allan Robertson grew up. 
Philp is considered by many as the greatest club-
maker of them all and Wilson’s reputation is not far 
behind. Interestingly, James Wilson lived virtually 
next door to David Conacher, the man I believe was 
Australia’s first club-maker. He and David would 
have very likely been great mates before David’s 
departure to Australia. 

There is one Jackson in the collection and he is 
credited with reviving golf in Perth. He is thought 
to have been a self taught club-maker and started 
as ‘Officer of the Club’ for the Perth Golfing Society. 
Like Wilson he has always been considered a cut 
above the rest for the shaping and quality finish of 
his clubs. He was born in 1805 and was still making 
clubs in the 1870s, quite a remarkable innings for 
that time. His product is highly regarded and much 
sought after by collectors and this one is of special 

interest with ‘Allan’ stamped on the head.
There is one Forgan and it is a classic. Robert 

Forgan was a nephew of Philp and took over 
Philp’s business in 1856; so we can be sure the club 
was made between this date and the date of Allan’s 
death in 1859. It is also one of few that display 
Forgan’s first stamp, a clear confirmation of its age. 

If our assumptions are correct, that most of the 
clubs would have arrived in Australia in 1850, then 
this one must have been shipped later.

There are two Tom Morris clubs also present, 
one a putter and one a baffy. Tom’s clubs can be 
found far and wide as he became a prolific maker 
on his return to St Andrews. Some have suggested 
Robertson taught him not only ball-making but 
club-making as well. However, considerable 
doubt exists as to whether Allan Robertson ever 
made clubs. It is not surprising to find clubs in this 
collection made by Allan’s great friend Tom.

There is one unbranded club that interests me 
greatly because of its age; investigations on this 
club are continuing.

Irons
The irons within the collection are not stamped as 
they preceded this practice; however, two of them 
are engraved with Allan Robertson’s name setting 
them apart from all but two others. A similar one 
is held as part of the collection at The Royal and 
Ancient Golf Club at St Andrews and another at the 
British Golf Museum. The two at Royal Sydney are 
a wonderful part of the collection.

Allan was never backward in attaching his name 
to anything but such engraving is very special. I 
have tried to nut out the significance of the dates 

One of the two irons engraved with Allan’s name
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which show on one club but as yet have failed. They 
could well have been something to do with a family 
grudge match that took place; I would suggest we 
are unlikely ever to know.

Very few irons were present in the set of 
a feather-ball player as they were inclined to 
inflict mortal damage to the ball if the strike was 
somewhat ordinary. It is therefore very likely some 
of the clubs in the collection were added when the 
gutty ball came into use in 1848. Some, such as the 
engraved dated club, we can be certain were before 
this time, as they are so dated. 

The niblick was found in a cupboard, broken 
in two. When repaired, the original grip was also 
found under a more modern one.  It is a classic and 
is an excellent example of this often misnamed, 
early nineteenth century club. The dimensions give 
clear indications of its age.

The cleeks likewise display their age. Allan 
Robertson has been credited by some with having 
introduced the iron headed cleek in 1840. He was 
also recognized as having used it better than most 
both for long shots and around the green.

The oval dished face iron is also a beautiful 
example of this early nineteenth century club and 
has some resemblance to what today we call a sand 
iron. However, the modern sand iron was to wait 
another century before its appearance.

The rest of the irons in the collection were called 
sand iron, general iron or simply the iron, any one 
of these names being used. The sand iron does not 
relate in any way to the club of today and like most 
early irons was a recovery club. 

There was a much later club that was called 
a lofter, which looks very similar to some in the 
collection. Early lofters also existed but they were a 

heavy thick bladed club and were very rare.  
Now for the most interesting observations in 

relation to the irons. In Allan Robertson’s day all 
grips were close to eleven inches long. The grips on 
these clubs look shorter. It was known that Allan, 
because of his small stature, often cut an inch or so 
off the top of his shafts. If any further proof was 
required that these were his personal irons, this 
observation certainly helps.

For some it was a practice to cut a notch in 
the shaft if a match was won against someone 
considered a great opponent. Notches appear in 
some of the irons about one inch below the grip. 
One can only wonder what great man of history 
Allan defeated at the time.

There was little stroke play in Robertson’s time 
as match play was preferred, to a large extent to 
satisfy the appetites of the betting men on whom 
the caddies and early professionals relied to 
supplement their income. 

 Two clubs also display a cross in the top of the 
shaft and I have been trying to solve this mystery 
without success. I have one myself from the era 
with this feature so I would love to find out its 
meaning.

Royal Sydney’s housing and display of this unique 
collection does justice to its great significance to the 
world of golf. We are very privileged to have it in 
Australia and Royal Sydney is to be congratulated. 

Noel Terry acknowledges the particular assistance in 
putting together this article, of Dr David Malcolm, of 
St Andrews, and BGCS members Bob Gowland and 

Peter Crabtree, the latter of whom originally identified 
the Neilsen club some years ago,.

The handsome display case used to display the Robertson Collection
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Gripping Hickories
demonstrated by

Philip Knowles

Fig. 1. Stripping the old grip. 
Various lengths of original gripping (now removed) can 
be seen. Shafts B and C will require a longer grip; A and 
D shorter grips; E unusually shows no visible marks 
from its earlier gripping.  

A

B

D

E

F

C

Fig. 2. Listing materials. 
These are used typically underneath the leather for 
feathery- or gutty-ball clubs or to build up the 
thickness of grip if desired for playing with twentieth-
century hickory-shafted clubs. They can be made easily 
from old clothing.

Fig. 4. Listing. Cut an oblique edge at the butt end so 
that there is a 1cm overlap over he edge of the first wind-
ing. Start as shown above, pulling tautly on to the shaft. 
A little PVA adhesive will secure it. 

Fig. 3. Alternatives to traditional listing materials.
PVC tape shown as A is unsuitable, but old-style insu-
lating tape (B) works well.  

A
B

Fig.5. Listing. 
Trim and square the finished listing at the base. 
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Fig.7. Materials and tools. 
A is the recommended alternative to tacks to securing 
grips and listings. It must be a mild PVA-type to allow 
later removal of the grip, if found necessary, but strong 
enough to hold grip in place. 
B (Castor oil) is traditional for restoring leather. 
C (Leather-proofing dubbin) works better in practice, be-
ing slowly absorbed. It is obtainable from outdoor shops
D are claw tools to remove tacks from the old grip

Fig. 6. Tacks were traditionally used to secure listngs 
and grips, and are difficult for the DIY gripper to 
acquire. B is the right size; C is too large; A can be un-
manageably small. Adhesive is a preferable alternative

A B
C

A

D

C

B

Fig. 8. Choosing a grip. New leathers, cut 2.5 cm wide 
at the top, narrowing to 2 cm at the bottom, to allow 
for the taper in the shaft. If the club dates from 1910 or 
later, a calfskin grip is usually appropriate. An older 
club may need sheepskin

Fig. 9. Choosing a grip. Calfskin leathers salvaged 
from broken hickories or early steel-shafted clubs may 
need application of restoratives shown as B and C in 
Fig. 7, to regain suppleness. 

Fig. 10. Choosing a grip. A grip salvaged from a 
steel-shafted club (A) may have a curved line that needs 
trimming. 

Fig. 11. Choosing a grip. Always trial the grip with-
out adhesive or tack. Try to find a grip long enough to 
cover the trim mark left by the previous gripping. Oth-
erwise, the result may resemble the above, with a gap 
between the end of the grip and the old trim mark.   

Fig. 12. Choosing a grip. If this happens, fit a small 
compatible supplement and whip as shown, varnishing 
to hold in place.

A

28



Fig. 13. Gripping. 
Carefully squeeze a thin line of adhesive on the under-
side of the chosen grip. 

Fig. 14. Gripping. 
1. Ensure that the oblique edge overlaps the first wind-
ing by about 1cm. 
2. Start to fit the grip as above, applying tension by 
pulling on the grip. 
3. If the grip is of even thickness across its section, en-
sure each turn of the grip abuts tightly, leaving neither 
gap nor overlap. If the grip has tapered edges, a very 
slight overlap is required.  

Fig. 15. Finishing. 
Both listing and grip should be compacted by rolling 
with a large block.

Fig. 16. Finishing. 
After gluing and (optional) tacking, square off the grip 
at the bottom with a craft knife.

Fig. 17. Finishing. 
Finally, chamfer the bottom of the grip, in preparation 
for whipping. (as shown in December 2006 TTG)

We thank Philip Knowles once 
again for sharing with us, 

his extensive knowledge of club-
making and restoration techniques; 

and we look forward to future 
articles in the series
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Collecting Golf Buttons

Dixon Pickup’s third article on golf buttons in March TTG was shortened due to 
space considerations, so we are able to picture a further twelve examples from his collection, as a 

coda to his wonderful contributions 

Buxton and High Peak Golf Club, Artisans’ Section. (Fig. 99) As with most artisan 
sections, play was over the parent club course with fairly standard restrictions. However 
the illustrated silver and enamel award button reflects a section that took matters seriously. 
The central motif shows crossed clubs three balls and a small cross pattee in the bottom 
angle, the enamelled scrolls providing a good ground for the Club details, B.H.P.G.C. in 
the upper and A.S. in the base. The item is flat 24mm and marked Silver and T.S. on the 
reverse.

Bowdon Golf Club (Fig. 100) was founded 1890 and played over nine holes near the village 
of Dunham Massy near Altrincham, Cheshire. The silver award is 23.5mm, rimless, slightly 
convex and has raised designs. These comprise a central shield above which appears the 
Club title and around the top edge an ornate furled scroll inscribed, Golf Is Not Agriculture 
This is rather an odd quotation to find on a club button, being part of a maxim of the great 
amateur Horace Hutchinson: ‘If you cut turf then this must be replaced, for golf is not 
agriculture.’ The reverse is hallmark for London 1900 by OT & BD. (Ollivant & Botsford). I 
understand that the Club and course closed c1956.

Anson Golf Club (Fig. 101) was founded in 1893 at Dickenson Road, Rusholme, Manchester, 
Lancs, some seven minutes walking distance from Longsight Station. Illustrated is one of 
a group of silver awards, all of which are engraved, and relate to competitions held during 
WWI, perhaps awarded to personnel of the Services who would have enjoyed courtesy 
of the course during that time. All are 25mm and have a raised rim enclosing the simple 
details: War Memento Anson G.C. 1915 or 1916. They are all hallmarked Birmingham 1915 
by G.L.. The Club survived WWI but I do not know when play ceased.

Chevin Golf Club (Fig. 102) was formed in 1894 at Duffield village some six miles north of 
Derby on the A6. This silver award example is flat 23.5mm and shows a dimpled ground 
within a raised rim, therein a raised shield for the recipient’s details with a club title scroll 
below. The reverse bears the marks for Birmingham 1909 by V&S. This is a very friendly 
Club with a testing moorland course and superb views. Leaving the pretty short Seventh 
you are confronted by a daunting prospect: an ancient pack-horse road lined with stone 
walls to your left; a very deep ‘Slough of Despond’ to your right; and a convex rising 
fairway to your front. I assure you the descent from the twelfth hole onward is just as 
attractive and you will have earned your refreshment.

L.G.Society. (Fig. 103) I hope David Kirkwood can help with this one. A very fine two piece 
but near flat copper gilt example measuring 22mm. The dimpled ground of the obverse 
bears a finely raised design, four crossed clubs, the society’s initials and the date 1852 at 
the base. The reverse is marked, Alex Kirkwood South St. Andrw St. Meuse Lane Edin. Messrs 
Firmin also produced a similar button, but with the initials ‘L.G.C’.

Fig. 99

Fig. 100

Fig. 101

Fig. 102

Fig. 103
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London Scottish Golf Club  (Fig. 104) was founded in 1865, the fourth oldest golf club in 
England, with play over Wimbledon Common. The first sixteen members were founder 
members of the 15th Middlesex Rifle Volunteers (The London Scottish). The initial formation 
of the corps was November 1859 burgeoning into a much larger unit by February 1860.The 
first pattern tunic button which endured until 1908 was in silver plate (officers) and white 
metal (other ranks); the golf club button followed the same format but in two piece gilt 
(23mm) with Golf Club replacing Rifle Volunteers. Within the club title appears the Cross 
of the Most Ancient and Most Noble Order of the Thistle superimposed with St Edward’s 
crown. The back mark is Jennens & Co London plus the Prince of Wales’s crest; this emblem 
was first used by Jennens 1808-1837 and re-introduced in 1860. Wimbledon Common 
preceded Bisley as the venue for the annual Rifle Volunteer Shooting Championships. 
In 1908 the Corps became the 8th Battalion, The London Regiment, and the former thistle 
spray hat badges changed to that of a lion rampant upon the Cross of St Andrew. The Golf 
Club button probably also changed around this time (Fig. 105).  It became a flat single piece 
item showing central lion rampant and the Club’s initials by C Pitt & Co. Maddox Street 
London.

London Scottish Golf Club.  (Fig.106 Though only an attribution I feel this is a fairly safe 
one. This enormous gong (29mm) displays the typical flamboyant style of Scottish club 
medals, though this is a button. The plain silver flan is applied with a finely structured 
silver casting, LSGC, each letter with variable decoration. The reverse is engraved, 
C.F.Green October 1907,  and is otherwise unmarked.

The Isles of Scilly Golf Club (Fig. 107) was founded in 1904 at St Mary’s near Hughtown. 
The slightly convex uniform gilt example (24.5mm) displays a roped edge, usually 
indicative of a maritime location, a strap bearing the full club title, and a rather curious 
central figure: the male player, a left hander, is depicted at the end of the swing but playing 
away from the viewer. He wears a work-a-day suit of the Edwardian era and a billycock 
hat; the club is more akin to a ragged-staff. One feels the die-maker was having a bad 
day when this item was concocted. The reverse, ironically, is marked Superior Quality. 
Extraordinarily, I have an identical example, save for change of title, named to the old 
Raynes Park GC, Surrey, thus proving the roped edge theory is not sound.

Frinton Golf Club (Fig. 108) was founded 1896 and located at 1, The Esplanade, Frinton-
on-Sea, Essex. This very fine silver award example is 25mm, convex and of two-piece 
construction. Within a lined border bearing the Club title appear crossed clubs with two 
balls in the lower angle. Over the clubs lies the county arms, Gules, three seaxes fessways 
proper. In accordance with the hallmarking requirements of the time both sections are 
struck, the obverse simply with the lion passant and the reverse with the cycle for 
Birmingham 1902 by V&S.
      
Rotherham & District Golf Club (Fig. 109) was founded in 1903 with play over a fine 
eighteen hole course at Thrybergh Park, some three miles from the town centre. Illustrated 
is a small (18.5mm) but exquisite silver and enamelled award button. Within a milled rim 
and enamelled title band, the recessed central reserve bears the unofficial arms used by 
Rotherham until 1947, when official arms crest and supporters were granted. The reverse 
is marked for Birmingham 1909 by JWT. The Club is now entitled Rotherham GC.

Muswell Hill Golf Club (Fig. 110 ) was founded in 1893 at Rhodes Avenue, Wood Green, 
London N22. An attractive copper gilt uniform example whereon only the areas in relief 
are gilded, producing a pleasing two-tone effect. Centrally upon crossed clubs is placed a 
neat monogram MHGC, with a ball below. The full Club title is placed around the edge, in 
the base of which in minute lettering is inscribed Vaughton Birm. The item is 21mm. 

Fig. 104

Fig. 105

Fig. 106

Fig. 107

Fig. 108

Fig. 109

Fig. 110
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ON THE 26TH OF MAY, 1907, twelve 
representatives of seven German golf 
clubs met in the then suburban resort 

Uhlenhorster Fährhaus in Hamburg to found the 
national golf association.  Only six of them were 
German; five were British and one, American. 
Represented at the meeting were the clubs of Berlin, 
Hamburg, Bremen, Leipzig, Kiel, Baden-Baden and 
Wentorf-Reinbek near Hamburg. Missing were the 

The Origins of German Golf 

In 2007, the Deutscher Golf Verband (German Golf Association) celebrates its centenary. 
Wolfgang Rönnebeck 

explores a recently-published history of the DGV and finds a strong British influence in the 
national  introduction of the royal and ancient game.

delegates from Bad Homburg (‘Bad’ meaning ‘spa’ 
in German) and the clubs of Cologne and Dresden.

Forty minutes after the meeting was opened, it 
came to a successful end; Deutscher Golf Verband was 
established. A committee was elected, and rules 
were unanimously adopted. The President was a 
German, Johann Vincent Wentzel of Kiel Golf Club; 
his Vice President was British resident Horace W 
Twiss, himself President of Berlin Golf Club. 

Among founding fathers of Deutscher Golf Verband 1907 in Hamburg, with first President Johann Vincent Wentzel 
(seated, centre), were five Britons and one American 
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Golfing High Society
The prominent Britons amongst the founding 
fathers of organized German golf reflected the 
general situation of this largely unknown sport 
in the Kaiser’s Germany. As seasonal visitors to 
German spas, or as diplomatic or business residents 
in the major German cities, the British introduced 
their usual pastimes to their occasional or 
continuous German residences – helping to lay out 
the first rudimentary golf holes and form the first 
clubs. It seems that in the fashionable spas around 
the Rhine Valley, rudimentary golf was played 
by foreign visitors as early as the 1880s. A local 
newspaper records the introduction of golf to Bad 
Homburg in 1889 – thus perhaps making Homburg 
the birthplace of golf in Germany. 

The first nine holes in Bad Homburg, according 
to a document of 1899, were called ‘a miniature 
course’. The British Golfing Annual stated that the 
course required an accurate handling of the niblick. 
The designer, Major General (Rtd) Robert W Duff, 
of Scottish origin and residing in nearby Wiesbaden, 
invented a special kind of hazard: ten metres in front 
of each of the little square-shaped greens, there was 
a fence one metre high, decorated with climbing 

roses. So approach shots from short distance were 
difficult to place exactly on the greens. 

A list of the founders of Homburg Golf Club of 
1899 shows 82 names, only eleven of them German. 
The vast majority of the membership was British 
– and illustrious. Two earls, several knights, and the 
Speaker of the House of Commons were included. 
The first Homburg President was HRH the Duke of 
Cambridge.

Much of German Golf was well-connected in 
those days. In Baden-Baden, besides British and 
local nobility, high-ranking visitors from Russia 
were important. Grand Duke Michail Michailovich, 
brother of the Tsar, loved to play golf – here as well 
as in his winter residence at Cannes where he more 
famously founded the very feudal Golf Club at 
Mandelieu. 

Influenced by their English cousins, German 
nobility adopted golf. Led by the Kaiser’s brother, 
HRH Prince Heinrich, many German dukes and 
princes found their way into the newly emerging 
golf clubs and societies.  Some of them, like 
Prince Albert of Schleswig-Holstein, already 
had experience in English sports due to family 
connections, The Prince had been born in Frogmore 

HRH Prince Heinrich von Preussen, the Kaiser’s brother, was patron of the Kiel Golf Club in Kitzeberg
– his love of the game even made him take to the kilt during a visit to his English cousins at Balmoral
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House at Windsor and was partly brought up and 
educated in England. His mother was Princess 
Helen Victoria, third daughter of Queen Victoria, 
and his father, Prince Christian of Schleswig-
Holstein-Sonderborg-Augustenburg.Prince 
Albert’s younger sister, also named Helen Victoria, 
was elected first President of the Ladies’ Golf Union 
in 1907. 

In Oberhof in Thuringia, HRH Duke Carl 
Eduard of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha – a close relative 
to the British royals – became patron of the local 
golf club, also founded in 1907. Here, Grand Duke 
Cyrill of Russia graciously accepted honorary 
membership. 

In Darmstadt, residence of the Grand Duke of 
Hesse-Darmstadt, the foundation of a golf club 
is documented as early as 1892, with the Duke as 
patron and the Reverend J King Cummin, English 
Chaplain in Darmstadt, as Honorary Secretary. In 
Dresden, the members of a local Anglo-American 
Club, said to be founded in 1858, established a golf 
section in 1896. Also in Nauheim and Wiesbaden, 
foreign visitors were reported to be playing 
golf around 1890. In Cologne, the major golfing 

pioneer was British resident Charles S Lipscomb, 
a scratch golfer from Hampshire. At that time he 
was employed by E Green & Son, Engineers, in 
Cologne. Lipscomb was winner of the German 
Golf Association Championship in 1912 and 1913 
and  later designed the first nine-hole golf course 
in Marienburg

Local German participation
Fortunately, there was not only this sort of social  
‘top down’ promotion of golf – another way was 
more ‘bottom up’.  In Bad Cannstadt, a spa at the 
outskirts of Stuttgart, schoolboys and students 
played around 1890, after visiting England. The 
outdoor games of their English peers were more 
attractive to them than German military drill 
exercises. Among their new favourite games was an 
early kind of today’s cross golf.

Their hero was young Philipp Heineken, born 
in 1876 in New York of German emigré parents, 
who returned to his home of Cannstadt after his 
father’s early death. Heineken later became the 
author of the first German book devoted entirely 
to golf. He later created German golf terminology 

Das Golfspiel by Philipp Heineken, published in 1898, 
was the first book entirely devoted to golf in Germany

Charles S Lipscomb: engineer, scratch golfer 
and course designer 
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by transferring English expressions to his mother 
tongue. The results were remarkable – but a little 
strange for today’s ears. For example, the brassie 
became a kupferlochkeule (copper hole club).  

Berlin – The Centre of German Golf
The real centre of early golf in Germany became 
Berlin. Here about 1893, a Scottish student and 
West Berlin resident, Andrew Pitcairn-Knowles, 
heir to a fortune and later publisher of German 
sports magazines, started what was initially known 
as Charlottenburg Golf Club. Charlottenburg 
was a fashionable village with a palace (Schloss 
Charlottenburg, the modern residence of the 
German Federal President) and then already part 
of West Berlin. A nine-hole course was laid out 
close to the old West Berlin Race Course. In 1895 
the foundation of the first Berlin Golf Club followed 
– again, as the name indicates, with Anglo-Saxon 
founders, and inspired by Pitcairn-Knowles. 

The high society membership of the new club 
attracted wide attention. It included Sir Edward 
Mallet, the British Ambassador, who acted as 
Honorary President, together with his US colleague, 

General Runyan. Many more British and American 
diplomats and businessmen joined and participated 
in a luxurious social life. Berlin golfers then looked 
with mild contempt on the ‘tea and tattle societies’ 
they saw in their counterparts in German spas. But, 
Berliners or not, membership of German clubs was 
low: total numbers in the whole of Germany around 
1910 was less than 1000. 

The Great War intervenes
Early development of golf in Germany was abruptly 
curtailed by WWI. Many courses and players did 
not survive the Great War. Following the Armistice, 
some of the few remaining golf courses like Cologne 
and Wiesbaden were requisitioned for the recreation 
of British occupation troops – Cologne until 1926 
and Wiesbaden into the early 1930s.  Nevertheless, 
former local members tried to re-establish the old 
clubs, and already in 1921 the first post-war golf 
meetings could be held. International connections 
and competitions began to revive. 

So did the connections with British golf, which 
still held a great influence. Many personalities 
from the British Isles continued the development 

Around the turn of the 20th century engravings based on photographs of golfers in Berlin are published
in German magazines  and give an impression of the game to a larger public
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Percy Alliss, portrayed here on a margarine card 

of German golf in the 1920s – but with less of an 
influence through membership. To name but one: 
Percy Alliss. As Head Professional of Golf und 
Landclub Berlin-Wannsee (as the Berlin Golf Club 
was called after its removal to a new site in 1924) 
Alliss was the master professional in Germany for 
almost ten years from 1926 and became the mentor 
of many of the first generation of home-grown 
German golf professionals. He was a five times 
winner of the German Open Championship. Many 
of his compatriots served in other German golf 
clubs as professionals or greenkeepers.

This was no new trend. Early German clubs 
had been dependent on British professionals and 
greenkeepers. Before WWI there were no Germans 
able to take such jobs; all clubs in Germany had 
to rely on British professionals. Famous names 
included Cuthbert Butchart in Berlin; George 
Dunn in Baden-Baden; John Herd in Bremen and 
Homburg; Robert Murray in Dresden; Ernest 
Warburton in Kiel; Arthur Dodd and Robert Wilson 
in Wentorf-Reinbek; and Robert Doig in Leipzig. 

After the outbreak of WWI, all of them, if still 
in Germany, were interned within a total of some 
2000 prisoners in the camp of Ruhleben, at the site 
of a former race course to the north of Berlin. Stay 
there could have been worse. Under the benevolent 

Cuthbert S Butchart from Carnoustie (left, together with colleague Tom Powell and later German professionals)  came 
to Berlin in 1911 as professional and  architect of a new layout of the old Westend golf course
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supervision of camp commander Count Schwerin 
the internees were allowed, as Arthur Dodd later 
reported, ‘to use the race course for any sports and 
the golfers were allowed to use the course every 
morning from eight to ten. It was funny to see 
roughly 200 enthusiastic golfers rush on the course 
as soon as the gates were opened, and fire their 
drives with shabby old irons they had gathered 
from somewhere … .’ 

That was all long ago. Even now, British names 
are familiar in German golf: 100 years after its 
constitution DGV membership exceeds 700 clubs, 
with more than half a million members. And of 
1600 members of the German PGA, some 300 are 
still British or of British descent. 
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Much of this article is based on Volume I of the 
centenary history of Deutscher Golf Verband, 

edited by Professor Dietrich R Quanz, with 
important contributions from BGCS members 

Christoph Meister and Kuno Schuch. The book is 
the first comprehensive history of German golf. 
It is profusely illustrated with many hitherto 
unpublished pictures and documents from the 

archives of DGV, golf clubs and private collections, 
and comes in four volumes. The book is available in 

German only and can be obtained from the 
Deutscher Golf Verband at www.golf.de for 89 

euros 

In 1911 a first German Open Championship was organised by Baden-Baden Golf Club. The prize money of 5000 marks 
attracted top players from all over Europe, above all Harry Vardon, here shown (sitting left) with other British golfers 
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Letter from America
by Brown Ale

HICKORY GOLF continues to build an 
impressive head of steam here.  Bob Kuntz 
went out of his way to remind me at the 

Dayton gathering in January that it was in the early 
days of the GCS that the hickory golf movement was 
started. First called The World Hickory Championship, 
it was later re-titled The GCS Hickory Hacker Open, a 
championship not staged at one time in one place.   
Rounds were played by GCS members on a course 
of their choice in their home state and reported 
to the championship committee. With a little 
mathematical massaging and some voodoo magic 
the committee extrapolated scores, handicaps and 
course ratings to arrive at a handicapped winner. 
The prize was the Harry P Murdock, a trophy 
resembling a fruit can presented to the low net 
winner, and a Willie Park, Jr putting cleek for low 
gross. My recollection is that the Park Putter was 
one of the later models made by George Nicoll.

One of the more mature aspects of hickory 
golf Stateside is the move to courses of higher 
difficulty and celebrity. Last year’s National 
Hickory Championship played its foursomes 
and first round golf over Pinehurst’s #8 course, 
which is ranked number 55 in Golf Digest’s Top 
100 public access courses in America. The length 
was abbreviated a bit to accommodate nineteenth 
century equipment but the sand and greens were 
up to defending its difficult reputation. This year, 
the Heart of America Championship, one of the 
oldest and most venerable of the yearly regional 
GCS gathering/tournaments, will be played over 
Sand Hills GC, in Mullen, Nebraska July 1-3.  The 
course is one of the darlings of the natural design 
movement, set in a highly rural area of the Great 
Plains and it currently ranks at number twelve on 
Golf Digest’s America’s 100 Greatest list (and #1 in 
Nebraska).  It was a great coup to be able to contest 

a tournament there and it will be interesting to see 
the scoring when it’s over.  Sand Hills was designed 
by Bill Coore and Ben Crenshaw; the latter is still 
paying his GCS dues.  Just once we’d like to see him 
set up a trade table and sell off some of the odds and 
ends from his attic.

On the equipment side of the hickory world, 
Louisville Golf continues to make a variety of 
historically inspired wood shaft replicas.  Just 
this year Tad Moore’s firm has introduced several 
nineteenth century-type clubs in its Tom Morris 
series including a splice neck short head driver and 
brassie for early twentieth century fanatics.  Finding 
acceptable balls for nineteenth century play is still 
a challenge and one collector/player tackling that 
task is Chris McIntyre, San Diego, who is remolding 
modern balls with an old cover pattern as well as 
limited distance flight characteristics.  Eric Wolke, 
on the other coast, is also fiddling with guttie-
looking balls.

There is a very interesting twin bill scheduled for 
November.  Rob Pilewski’s Mid Pines Hickory 
Open will be played November 2-4, followed 
immediately by the GCS Annual Meeting, 
November 4-7, at the same resort.  The official town 
designation is Southern Pines, North Carolina but 
you all know it’s only a chip shot from Pinehurst.  
It may be worth a trip for BGCS folks. As a point 
of reference, the 2007 Women’s US Open will be 
played over the Pine Needles late in June. Pine 
Needles, which has hosted the Women’s Open 
twice before, is the sister property to Mid Pines, just 
across Midland Road.

Doug Marshall and Paul Dietz have recently 
announced the formation of the Ontario Hickory 
Tour of golf events.  Planning six annual events, 
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three are to be with pre-1905 clubs and three with 
1920s equipment. The first event is Tuesday, May 
29, at Saginaw Golf Course, in Cambridge, Ontario. 
Other tentative dates for tour events are June 19, 
July 10, July 31, August 21 and September 4.  Future 
tournament sites to be announced soon.

The National Hickory Championship has 
expanded slightly to include 1920s hickory golf on 
the nearby Valley View course in White Sulphur 
Springs, West Virginia.  Celebrating its tenth year 
in 2007 it remains the only pure nineteenth century 
competition.

The next issue of our GCS Bulletin will contain a 
section of anecdotal contributions from members 
remembering the late Richard E Donovan, a person 
familiar to many collectors on both sides of the 
pond.  My contribution to that anecdotal section is 
on the matter of beer (surprise!) however I include 
another here that is a bit more academic in nature. 
Dick recognized the growing American market for 
books on collecting topics and published the first 
price book in the US in 1992, which he encouraged 
me to assemble. I resisted at first because the 
prevailing sentiment was that we collectors wanted 
to keep the pastime as non-commercial as possible.  
Dick undoubtedly figured that we were all spitting 
into the wind and it appears he was right.

Following Dick with a bit more necrology, we were 
saddened by the loss of Russ Palmer, Hartford, 
Connecticut. A former director of the Connecticut 
State Golf Association, he was active in collecting, 
history, rules and all other aspects of golf.  When 
I think of Russ I think of a capital G—for Golf, for 
Gentleman.

A couple of years ago the USGA published, 
through the National Geographic Society, a book 
of photographs taken by the immortal George 
Pietzcker. The photos are priceless; they are among 
the national treasures of American golf. Each photo 
of the golf scions of the decades 1910, 1920 and 
1930, all from the archives at USGA, is accompanied 
by a page of well written, insightful commentary 
by Rand Jerris, Curator at USGA. I try to stay away 
from doing book reviews, leaving that to those 
less illiterate than I, but Rand’s efforts deserve a 
mention. It’s called Golf’s Golden Age.

This year Marty Parkes, the USGA’s Director 
of Communications, put out a similar effort.  Also 
published through National Geographic and titled 

Classic Shots, it covers the world of golf in black and 
white, sepia and color photographs from the USGA 
files spanning 1.1 centuries of American golf.  Both 
books are classics and both have forewords from 
Arnold Palmer.  Most importantly they both have 
rare photos you won’t find anywhere else.

The USGA Museum expansion continues to move 
along.  The new portion of the museum, The Arnold 
Palmer History Center, is well under construction 
with a target opening date of late 2008.

A special ‘Index’ issue of Golf Digest arrived in the 
mail the other day and one of the more interesting 
features was an interview with the world’s 
consummate golf book collector, Alastair Johnston. 
It made sure to highlight his description of Thomas 
Mathison’s The Goff but less ink was given to 
his acquisitions and more to his philosophy of 
collecting. Alastair believes he has about 90% of all 
the golf titles extant.

Our freewheeling cousins Nigel and Fiona have 
cracked the code to getting admission to the US 
Open. They have volunteered to work—Nigel in 
the car park detail and Fiona as a hole marshal 
with her ‘Quiet’ sign.  The Open at Oakmont brings 
them to Pittsburgh for the first time. Nigel has long 
wanted to see the confluence of the Monongahela 
and Allegheny Rivers; Fiona wants to ride the 
Incline for the view. After a tough day of handling 
crowds both want to relax with an ice cold Iron City 
beer and a molar mauler—one of the indigenous 
hard pretzels Pittsburgers love so well.

I have tiptoed lightly around football for the past 
few columns but I’m pleased to say that once again 
Man U are the champions.  After they beat Chelsea 
at Wembley, they will be playing golf, too.

Best regards for an enjoyable summer.

Brown Ale
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ANDREAS BERLIN WAS BORN IN 1746, 
and lived in Nordvik, Northern Sweden. 
He began to study under the world-famous 

naturalist, Carl Linnaeus at the University of 
Uppsala in 1765. As a postgraduate he won a grant 
to go to London, bearing a letter of recommendation 
from Linnaeus. There, he met Daniel Solander, 
another Linnaeus pupil, who had accompanied 
James Cook’s first expedition to the Pacific Ocean in 
1768 –1771. Solander was one of several pupils who 
had travelled the world to collect plants and seeds 
for Linnaeus.

Berlin also wanted to travel and wrote to 
Linnaeus in 1772 that he had good prospects of 
joining Cook’s second expedition to the South 
Pacific. In the end he was turned down but got 
an alternative position as assistant to the English 
entomologist Henry Smeathman, who had gone 
out to Sierra Leone in 1771. Berlin arrived in Africa 
on the 8th of April, 1773 

Smeathman’s Correspondence
Smeathman’s letters and journals tell us of Berlin’s 
experiences in Sierra Leone. Smeathman sent much 
of his material to Dru Drury, a London silversmith, 
collector and naturalist, who was a patron of the 
Smeathman expedition. The original letters have 
been lost but in Carolina Redeviva, the library of 
Uppsala University, there is a thick portfolio of 
copies, which was probably made in the years 
soon after 1800. Smeathman wrote a lot about the 
difficulties he encountered. The rain and the rats 
destroyed his collection. People in the country were 
lazy and lacked initiative, except when it came to 
finding ‘grog’. The inhabitants and the people from 
abroad were mostly all the same: ‘Many of them are 
the outcasts of France, Holland, Denmark, Sweden 
and other European nations.’

Smeathman’s base was the Banana Islands, 
situated 25 miles southwest of Freetown, the present 
capital. He often travelled along the coast aboard 
slave ships or the smaller boats used by the agents 
to go out and buy slaves. On the 4th or 5th of May, 
1773, Smeathman and Berlin came to Bense Island, 
which was West Africa’s most important post for 
trading slaves with North America. It is situated a 
few miles northeast of Freetown. Historically, it has 
been called both Bense and Bance; the modern form 
of the name is Bunce. During the years 1748–1784 
the London company Grant, Oswald & Co exported 
12,929 slaves from Bense Island and West Africa. 
Other traders from Britain, France, Denmark, 
Holland and Portugal also used the island.

On arrival at the island, Smeathman recorded 
that the agents were busy dispatching the Amelia, 
the brig that had taken Berlin from London, so 
they were unable to make an excursion that day. 
Instead they spent the afternoon playing golf with 
the traders: 

We amused ourselves for an hour or two in the 
cool of the afternoon in playing at Goff, a game 
only played in some particular parts of Scottland 
& at Blackheath. Two holes are made in the 
ground at about a quarter of a mile distance, and 
of the size of a man’s hat crown or a little more: 
these are goals.

The players make two parties, each party 
has a ball like a tennisball. The ball is laid on the 
ground near one goal, and is struck by every one 
in the party in his turn toward the other, with a 
particular sort of light club. That party which 
get their ball struck into the hole with the fewest 
strokes win. They then set out & strike back 
toward the other. 

This is a very pretty exercise for a warm 
climate as there is nothing violent in it except the 
single blow, which each man gives in his turn; 
when he naturally exerts himself to drive the ball 
farther than his antagonist.

As, in 2007, we celebrate the 200th anniversary of William Wilberforce’s historical bill, it is 
chastening to reflect how so many aspects of our life and culture were touched by the trade in slaves 
– even golf.   Pehr Thermaenius  discovers how a Swedish naturalist is introduced to the game at 
a slave trading post in Sierra Leone, in May 1773. This account includes the first reference to a 

Swedish golfer, and as far as we are aware, the first mention of the game on the continent of Africa.

Early Golf in Africa
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The whole company walk together at their 
leisure after the balls, which time is very agreeably 
past in various & pleasant conversation. 

The course must have been terrible. Smeathman 
wrote in another passage that the island was ‘little 
else but iron rock and gravel’. To create a better 
golfing atmosphere the traders might have had the 
caddie-slaves dressed up in tartan loincloths, which 
were used on the island. Smeathman does not 
report who played, but when he and Berlin shortly 
afterwards went along the coast with visiting 
captains and others he gave names in the party. 
Among them were the Scots MacIntosh and Grant. 
Richard Oswald, a London merchant who was one 
of the owners of Bense Island was also Scottish. The 
Scottish historian Iain Whyte has written: ‘Over this 
period Bance Island served almost as a tiny Scottish 
colony’. After the golf the expatriates usually 
played whist and backgammon before supper. They 
ate ‘a delicious variety of fish, many of which are 
not described by Linnaeus.’

In June Smeathman and Berlin were on board 
the slave ship Africa at Iles de Los (modern Guinea, 
north of Sierra Leone), enduring a gale and heavy 
rain by crowding together in the captain’s cabin. 
Slaves died every day of an illness similar to 
measles. Smeathman wrote about this journey:

Alas! what a scene of misery and distress is a full 
slave ship in the rains? The clanking of chains, the 
groans of the sick and the stench of the whole is 
scarce supportable. All the day the chains rattling 
or the sound of the armourer rivetting some poor 
devil just arrived in galling heavy irons.

Andreas Berlin was also ill. He refused to take 
advice from the captain, the surgeon or from 
Smeathman. On the 11th of May he felt better during 
the day, but in the evening became ill again and 
died the next morning.

Other Swedish trading links with Scotland 
It is interesting that we now have met a Swede who 
played golf more than 100 years before the earliest  
Swedish players hitherto known.

Also, we now have yet more evidence of Scottish 

traders taking golf with them to foreign countries 
in the eighteenth century.  So it is hard to believe 
that the Scots in Gothenburg, who traded with their 
home country, did not play. It must have been very 
easy for them to send for clubs and balls, just like 
the merchant in the Baltic port of Riga, who sent 
for equipment in 1748. There was even a club in 
Gothenburg, The Royal Bachelors Club, founded 
in 1769, where Scottish, English and Swedish 
merchants met to play billiards. It would have been 
the most natural thing for them also to play golf. 

At least one of them, Thomas Erskine, was 
a golfer. He later returned to Scotland where he 
bought back the family estate Cambo House, which 
included the Old Course in St Andrews. He was 
also Captain of the Society of St Andrews Golfers.

So there is a strong likelihood of golf in Sweden 
before Andreas Berlin played in Sierra Leone. But 
we still have to prove it.

Acknowledgements and thanks:
David Hamilton’s Golf, Scotland’s Game covers Bense 
Island and the Sierra Leone connection. 

Golf historian Dr David Malcolm mentioned Henry 
Smeathman’s golf letter to me in St Andrews this winter. 

Inga Johansson, head of the department for handwritten 
documents at Carolina Rediviva, then gave me permission 
to read the copies.  

Lars Hansen, a Linnaeus scholar who specialises in his 
pupils’ notes and letters, told me about Berlin. 

I read Carl-Henrik Berg’s article on Andreas Berlin at the 
local history site kramforsbygder.com.

Desmond Bishop was a great help in America. He runs 
Africagems Tour based in the US and Sierra Leone and 
specialises in promoting Heritage Tourism.

Finally I sent many questions to two history professors 
in the US: David Hancock, at The University of 
Michigan has written about the slave trade companies in 
London and gives figures about Bense Island in his book 
Citizens of the World; Joseph Opala, at James Madison 
University in Virginia, has studied Bense Island and its 
importance for the United States. They answered my 
questions with great patience and Professor Opala took 
time to correct a number of my errors.

The restricted confines of Bense Island, pictured in the early 1800s
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Letter from Oz

A RECENT BOOK of New South Wales’ 
south coast boasts 30 golf courses on the 
narrow strip of land between the Pacific 

Ocean and the Great Dividing Range, called the 
Illawarra in an Aboriginal language. Some visitors 
say the driving is the best part – a winding road 
through forests, green farming hills and rugged 
mountains, if only 1,000m high, with the ocean on 
the other side for some of the 400 kms trip. Others 
go for the golf.

Golfers have a wonderful tradition of travelling 
some distance to play the game. Years ago in 
Scotland and England it was on the Friday 
afternoon train, making up fours for Saturday on 
the way. These days in Oz, it’s a week with a bunch 
of mates along the Murray River, the state border 
between NSW and Victoria, which has excellent 
courses on both sides. The Murray’s advantage 
over other regions is the wineries to visit in the 
afternoons after golf in the morning. Rutherglen 
Reds and Morris’s fortifieds are as good as the golf. 
Competition between golfing regions is fierce, so the 
cost of golf and accommodation is low. Eurobodalla 
Coast Tourism produced the directory of golf 
courses that should lift its share of the traffic.

The amazing piece of history on the NSW south 
coast is the most southerly of the courses, Candelo-
Kameruka, designed by Laurie Auchterlonie around 
1916 for the Lucas-Tooth families. Auchterlonie 
never visited Australia – it was all done by long-
distance correspondence. The twelve holes are 
named after WWI battles and the greens are an 
Australian novelty, oiled sand, smoothed with a flat 
edged rake before each putt.

About the middle of the South coast is the 
Narooma course, which like many others, has half 
its holes on the wind-blown cliff edge and the other 
half  in a protected forest. It has the signature hole 
of the district, the Third, a par 3 of 140m over a 
chasm, waves crashing on the rocks below; a 6-iron 
in normal conditions, or plenty more if the wind or 
fear is up. Further north is Wollongong GC, near the 
steelworks, where Bobby Locke played in 1949 and 
Rex Mackay, then aged seventeen and the Club’s 
leading junior, was his caddy. Rex, later a scratch 
man for many years, still talks about caddying for 
Locke, recounting the shots he played that he has 
seen no other man play, before or since. ‘Take care 
pulling my putter out of the bag son,’ Locke said. 

‘One caddy tore the grip and it took me six months 
to get used to it again.’

At a hickory match in 2006, it was arranged 
for Rex to play with (BGCS/GCSA member) Des 
Froneman, a former South African who played 
regularly with Locke late in his life. Rex told Des 
the story about the putter and Des replied, ‘You 
mean this one?’ and he carefully pulled out of his 
bag Locke’s putter, his gift to Des.

Without doubt, Australia’s premier golfing 
region is the Mornington Peninsula in Victoria, an 
hour or so south from Melbourne. Many Sydney 
golfers go there, but others don’t go past the South 
Coast or the Murray, encountered along the way.

The Royal Sydney GC’s Robertson Collection 
of long nose clubs and featheries is Australia’s 
most important specific-focus display of golf 
memorabilia. During 2006, when the Club hosted 
both men’s and women’s Opens over the summer, 
Noel Terry (BGCS/GCSA/GSA member), who is 
Royal Melbourne’s Historian, was playing a match 
at Royal Sydney and afterwards became involved 
in a discussion about the collection. Noel was asked 
some time later to assist reappraise the collection. 
He undertook the project and after his appraisal, 
careful and limited restoration, a newly designed 
cabinet and 50-page report, the Club was extremely 
pleased and proud. The highlight of Noel’s project, 
reported elsewhere in TTG¸was the focus on a 
Robert Nielson club, dating from about 1786. 

Noel gave a presentation on the collection at 
a seminar co-hosted by the Club and the Golf 
Collectors’ Society of Australia, attended by 75 Club 
and Society members. An extensive Q&A session 
showed the high level of audience interest in this 
outstanding collection. In closing the seminar, Club 
President Richard Hattersley, spoke sincerely of the 
Club’s responsibility to care for these very special 
objects in the world of golf.

Ratho in central Tasmania claims to be Australia’s 
oldest course in continuous use, with a date of 
1822 mentioned. Peter Toogood, Australia’s great 
amateur champion of the 1950s placed his collection 
in the nearby village of Bothwell, creating a fine duo 
of golf heritage features. 

Tasmania is also the home of one of Australia’s 
new courses, the outstanding Barnbougle links on 
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wild, windswept seaside land in the NE corner of 
the Apple Isle. Barnbougle’s co-developer, Greg 
Ramsay shows good sense and fine balance by 
undertaking to restore the Ratho course as well as 
the nearby Nant Mill Whisky Distillery. There is 
no better way to celebrate these events than with 
a Golf Heritage Festival, almost a week of golf 
(May 24-29: festival@rathogolf.com) on fine old 
courses like Royal Hobart, where Arnold Palmer 
won the 1951 Oz Open, and the Tasmania, with the 
oldest course, Ratho played with hickories and the 
newest, Barnbougle played with determination. 
Fine food and wine, heritage houses, including the 
home of the Pierce brothers, one of whom won the 
Australian Open, the other judged to be ‘the best 
left hander in the world’ when he made the finals of 
the British Amateur in 1911. 

‘Significance’ is the quality that makes an object 
or a book collectible and it’s often a personal, 
subjective choice: “I like it – I buy it” says Julia 
Hoffman, Australia’s leading golf book collector. For 
a museum or library, the assessment of Significance 
relies on specified criteria and the decision of 
a group. The judgement is reflected in what 
donations you won’t accept, or items you won’t buy 
or display and it’s a tough call. Presumably when 
Golf Australia’s collection (managed by the Golf 
Society of Australia) is rehoused in a multi-sports 
museum in Melbourne, deciding on Significance 
will be a primary issue. Similarly in Sydney, GCSA 
is planning to redesign its Museum around a set 
of themes that tell the story of golf’s history in 
Australia. The themes and the story influence the 
decisions about Significance.

Golf clubs that cross the change of an era have a 
special interest. The Transitional, which was not a 
long nose and not yet a bulger is a case in point. A 
club head with hickory shaft and then, within a year 
had a different hosel and a steel shaft, is another. 
Ross Baker, a keen collector and Australia’s only 
maker of long nose golf clubs – he uses Australian 
timbers, of course – tells us:

I have had two Southern Cross irons in my 
collection for many years, the heads are nearly 
identical except for the number, but although from 
the same era, (circa 1930), the 2 iron is fitted with a 
hickory shaft, and the 3 iron a steel shaft. Both are 
forged stainless heads and could be described as 
non remarkable, however on closer inspection the 
stamping on the heads is worthy of note. Both are 
stamped on the sole Southern Cross (Slazenger’s 
Australian mark) and 2 & 3 respectively.  On 
the back they have the name Frank Eyre Open 

Champion 1930, Hand Forged in Australia and 
Stainless Deluxe.

1930 was about the time steel shafts really 
started to take off in Australia, although they 
had been slowly coming on the scene since about 
1928.  Hence one of the clubs with a steel shaft 
and one with hickory. 1930 is also the first year 
that the Stonehaven Trophy was presented to the 
winner of the Australian Open and Frank Eyre 
was the first recipient. Lord Stonehaven, the then 
Governor General of Australia, was apparently an 
avid golfer and presented the trophy to mark the 
end of his term of office. Although the Stonehaven 
Trophy was first presented in 1930, all winners 
back to the first Australian Open in 1904 (the Hon. 
Michael Scott) have been inscribed on the trophy. 

The last point, but possibly the most 
interesting, is that Frank Eyre was known by the 
nickname Happy. The story goes he was famous 
in acceptance speeches for starting: ‘I’m happy 
to be here.’   On the face of both irons, the word 
Happy can be seen, stamped within an oval in 
the sweet spot.(inset pic here)  These are the only 
clubs I have ever seen stamped on the face with 
a professional’s nickname.  Of course it became 
common in the 1960s & 70s for the back of irons to 
bear names, such as Tommy Armour Silver Scott, 
Nicklaus Golden Bear,  Trevino Super Mex and so 
on. I would be interested to here from anyone 
who may have early clubs or have heard of clubs 
bearing a professional’s nickname.  

(Email Ross at ross.club.restore@bigpond.com) 

Guid Gowfing,
The Laird of Leith, 

whose views are his own

Ross Baker’s Happy irons
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IN 2003, MY BROTHER AND I embarked on an 
ambitious golf odyssey from one end of Britain 
to the other.  One of our stops in between was 

Silloth. It was not until this year, however, that our 
host that day discovered that we 
were originally from South Bend, 
Indiana and that we knew the 
legendary Col. R Otto Probst of 
the Golf Library.

Even though I first met the 
Colonel back in the 1950s, he 
truly was an unforgettable 
character.  How my Dad first met 
the Colonel is not clear, but I am 
sure it had something to do with 
book collecting, and my Dad, 
who was Director of Libraries at 
the University of Notre Dame, 
was happy to invite him over on 
Monday nights for Bob Cromie’s 
show carried on a Chicago TV 
station. Cromie was a friend of 
the Colonel and something of a 
golf collector, too.

The image I retain of him is clear even to this day. 
He was solid man with big hands and built close to 
the ground, the type that is steady over a putt in 
a strong wind. His square face, with a strong chin, 
featured a nose wide at the nostrils, suggesting a 
boxing venture earlier in life. He wore glasses with 
lenses that started at the eyebrows and went down 
below his cheekbones. He appeared Germanic as 
his surname and explained that his name [Rudolph 
Otto] was given by his parents in admiration of the 
Hapsburg Emperors.

In addition to the TV visits, he and his wife, 

At Table  with ‘The Colonel’ 

In his 1988 publication from Grant Books CB Clapcott and his Golf Library, Joe Murdoch 
reminisced about his friendship with Colonel Otto Probst, who had bought Clapcott’s library from 
a London bookseller, after Clapcott’s death in 1955. Having started collecting golf books in 1923, 
Probst built a legendary library, reputedly the biggest of its day. He died in 1986, aged 96. Mike 
Schaefer was a family friend of Colonel Probst. The Editor shared a blustery round with him at 

Silloth in 2003, but was never aware of the connection until recently. This is Mike’s account of his 
memories of one of the great golf book collectors.

Teresa, also came to dinner and I found out more 
things about him on those occasions. When I was 
in grammar school a local ice cream parlor with 
an ironic Scottish name, Bonnie Doon, was at our 

bus stop and next door to an old 
house that, in retrospect, could 
later have been Steven King’s 
model for the House on Elm Street.  
One night at dinner, he revealed 
that the foreboding house, at 334 
Hill Street, was his. The Queen 
Anne style house has since been 
moved two blocks away and 
been placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places due 
to its age (1853, one year older 
that the R&A Clubhouse) and 
architectural significance. Prior to 
that day, I walked by that house 
every day without the slightest 
idea of what was inside.

The Colonel was a very 
meticulous person. One time 
before I had any interest in golf, he 

announced that he had just made another acquisition 
for ‘The Golf Library’.  It was an original newspaper 
clipping from Scotland reporting the results of the 
first Open Championship.  It was only an inch high. 
He seemed to go to great pains to impress on me, yet 
a non-golfer, how important the event was and how 
rare an item it was. As I recall, he intimated that he 
paid a pretty penny for it, too. On the other hand, 
many people just gratuitously sent him things.  

Later, when I started to take an interest in 
playing golf, I sometimes joined him and my Dad 
at the Notre Dame Burke Memorial Course; even 

Colonel Otto Probst
Image courtesy of the PGA of America
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at age 75 or so, he still walked and pulled his clubs 
behind him.  After each shot he removed  a thick 
scorebook from his rear pocket and noted the 
club used, and how far it went  At the Indiana & 
Michigan Electric Company, he was a manager and 
a statistician which explains his meticulous score 
keeping.  His score was in the 90s then, but in his 
youth scored much lower and won tournaments, 
including the championship of one of the clubs 
where he played.  

In 1975 when he heard I was going to Scotland 
for golf, he gave me letters of introduction to people 
in St Andrews, including Laurie Auchterlonie. 
Laurie had his own museum up the street and 
around the corner from the R&A Clubhouse. When 
I stopped by, he took a moment or two to show me 
the very old golf clubs on display in the backroom. 
Either he was very busy or he associated me with a 
rival in the collecting world because the reception 
seemed cool. The letterhead on the Colonel’s 
letter of introduction would be enough to depress 
any rival: The Golf Library … The Largest and Most 
Complete Collection of Golf Literature, Equipment, 
Incunabula, Ephemera, and Memorabilia in the World.  
I sensed even in the Colonel’s conversations that 
he was definitely a self-confident man. The Colonel 
never visited Scotland, despite my encouragement 
after the return home that the Colonel should make 
the trip.

A very important dinner took place around our 
table in the late ‘60s.  My mother, an excellent cook 
even on ordinary days, pulled out all the stops for 
this one. The guests were to be the Colonel, who 
was incidentally a Notre Dame graduate, and Fr 
Clarence Durbin, the Notre Dame golf coach. The 
purpose of the dinner meeting was to either accept 
the donation of the Golf Library or to ask for it, I 

don’t know which. It at least opened to door for 
further discussions.  To mark the occasion and 
increase his prospects, the priest brought along 
a very old bottle of wine, maybe 30 years old or 
more, but I do remember the wine was a total flop, 
spoiled. This may have been a harbinger because 
the Golf Library did not go to Notre Dame, but 
to the PGA and a place of honor at the World Golf 
Village in Florida.

Mike Schaefer’s latest book 
A Small Display of Golf Courses, on golf 

philately, was reviewed in the March issue of TTG

Corrections

The telephone number for Chris Homer was 
incorrectly given in the December issue of TTG, 
and should have instead have read 01524 781426. 
We managed to get the telephone number right in 
the directory, but not the email address, which had 
mysteriously reverted to a redundant one. It should 
have read chris@oldlinksgolf.com  Apologies to any 
members who may have been having difficulties 
with either of these data.

Lionel Freedman’s article on Loretto School and Golf 
in the March issue of TTG generated much interest, 

but contained one or two spelling inaccuracies in 
that most embarrassing of areas, – personal names. 
The t in Langthorne, the surname of the first 
Headmaster, was unnecessary. Lionel consistently 
got JG Salvesen’s name correct in the narrative, 
but the Editor wrongly substituted an o for the 
last e in the caption to the team photograph. And 
Mr Salvesen was Captain of the R&A in 1983, not 
1943 as stated. The triple captain of the Honourable 
Company, R&A and Prestwick in the late 1800s was 
WG Mure, not Muir as given. John Harris also tells 
me that Mure, an Edinburgh advocate, was Captain 
of North Berwick (1897/98) and of John’s own club 
at Dunbar (1900). 
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Irish Musings
by John Hanna

The Henderson Family and Irish Golf

In my last musings I mentioned it was first believed 
that the Aughnacloy Putter was the first golfing 
trophy to be played for in open competition in 
Ireland. This proved not to be the case as it was the 
magnificent Henderson Handicap Cup that was 
the first trophy for open competition by golfers in 
Ireland. The donor of this trophy was Sir James 

Henderson DL, who was Captain of Royal Belfast 
Golf Club 1887-1888. On presenting the cup the 
donor stated its purpose was ‘for the encouragement 
of golf in Ireland’. The Irish Golfer said ‘it cannot be 
overlooked the influence for good exercised by 
the annual competition for this valuable challenge 
trophy’. Another amazing fact about the original 
conditions for the playing of this Cup was that it 
would become the property of the player winning 
it twice, not necessarily in succession from and after 
1st April 1891. However by 1895 Henderson found 
that there were then many challenge cups offered 
and on the advice of some experienced golfers he 
decided to hold the final competition that year on 
the Dollymount links immediately preceding the 
Championship.

The winners of the Cup were HJ Cameron on 
the Royal Belfast links at Holywood 1888; Thomas 
Gilroy on the Dublin links at Dollymount in 1889; 
Hugh Adair on the County links at Portrush in 1890, 
and also on the Aughnacloy links in 1891; Samuel 
Wilson Jr on the County Down links at Newcastle 
in 1892; James Dickson on the Killymoon links at 
Cookstown in 1893; WRB West on the Dungannon 
links at Mullaghmore in 1894 and James Stevenson 
on the Royal Dublin links at Dollymount in 1895. 
In the beginning there was a field of just sixteen 
players increasing to 22 in 1889. At Newcastle in 
1891 the field was 52 and by now it was attracting 
players from all parts of Ireland. The Henderson 
Cup is said to have laid the foundations for the 
Irish-born (Close) Championship.

The first golfing trophies in Ireland awarded 
for play within a golf club were two medals 
presented by Mr Sinclair and Sir William Ewart 
and were competed for in the first monthly medal 
competitions at Royal Belfast in 1881.

As often happens when one is researching into a 
subject there are many ancillary events that can The Henderson Cup
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attract one’s attention. This was certainly my case 
with the Henderson Cup, yet I feel it is interesting 
enough to include. The Henderson family were the 
owners of the Belfast News Letter a daily newspaper 
in Belfast. What is interesting is that the Belfast News 
Letter is the oldest newspaper in the entire English-
speaking world. The first issues were published in 
1737 and it claimed to have the printed the first 
genuine world exclusive. This is an interesting story 
about the boat that was carrying the first copy of the 
Declaration of Independence to leave America. As it 
approached the Irish coast it ran into stormy waters 
of the north coast of Ireland and sought refuge in 
the port of Londonderry. Arrangements were made 
for the Declaration to be sent by horseback to Belfast 
where it would be met by another ship for delivery 
to King George III. Somehow the editor of the News-
Letter gained access to the priceless document and 
duly published it on the front page of the edition of 
the 23rd August 1776.

It was 1844 before a Henderson became involved 
in the newspaper when James Alexander Henderson 
married the daughter of the owner, Alexander 
Mackay. This began the family’s long tradition with 
the newspaper. Henderson and his wife gained 
proprietorial control over the newspaper in 1853. 

James Henderson, driving

James Henderson
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James died in 1883 and was succeeded by his son, 
another James. It was this James who became such 
an influential figure in Belfast and also in Irish golf. 
He was elected Lord Mayor of Belfast 1898-1899 
and was knighted in 1898. Sir James Henderson 
began his golf at the time of the founding of Royal 
Belfast Golf Club in 1881, later becoming a founding 
member of both the County Golf Club at Portrush 
and County Down. He presided at the first council 
meeting of County Down, a meeting which had 
been scheduled for 15th July 1889 but was cancelled 
for want of a quorum; it was eventually reassembled 
some eight months later with five present! The Irish 
Golfer in December 1899 said ‘Sir James Henderson 
can wield the driver, and specially the putter, with 
good effect. Two years after he began to play he won 
the Monthly Medal of the Royal Belfast Club, with 
a fine score.’ When he resigned from Royal County 
Down in 1913, on the grounds of ill-health, he was 
elected an honorary life member but he passed 
away in the spring of 1914. Sir James had been 
called as a comparatively young man to succeed 
his father in the double position of a director in 
the press and a leader in the civic life of Northern 
Ireland. He had not only occupied his father’s place 
but also enlarged his sphere. Following his death 

his two brothers succeeded him in the management 
of the paper. They retired in 1930, when a grandson 
of Sir James, yet another James, who was already on 
the Board took the helm. 

The Belfast News Letter, is still published daily 
but sadly the Henderson Handicap Cup has been 
mislaid and is not played for at Ireland’s oldest golf 
club.

Grandson James Henderson was also involved 
in golf particularly at Royal County Down and 
also in the administration of the game. He was 
the representative of the Golfing Union of Ireland 
on the Joint Advisory Committee representing the 
four home unions, which was tasked with the job 
of creating a workable standard scratch score and 
handicapping scheme in 1925. At a meeting in the 
same year he submitted a letter to the Committee 
from Dr George Price, Honorary Secretary of the 
Golfing Union of Ireland, expressing the hope 
that international matches might be arranged 
among the four unions. It was 1932 before the 
first of these quadrangular internationals began at 
Troon. James Henderson later became President 
of the Golfing Union of Ireland from 1946 to 1948. 
In addition to owning the Belfast News Letter he 

James Henderson contemplates his score, while Alfie Lowe putts. Final of the Irish Open Amateur Championship, 1922
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wrote a regular column in it entitled Golfing Notes 
under the by-line ‘JH’.  In 1922 James Henderson 
went to Portrush to help organise the Irish Open 
Amateur Championship and also to cover it for his 
newspaper writing two columns daily. An event 
happened which was a little like Bernard Darwin 
in the same year who was reporting on the Walker 
Cup in America for The Times; he found himself not 
only playing but becoming Captain.  Henderson 
found the draw was one short, and therefore an 
uneven number, so he volunteered to play himself. 
After several rounds he found himself in the final 
and scheduled to play Alfie Lowe of the Malone 
Club. On hearing of his success the Editor of the 
newspaper sent a telegram saying ‘Congratulations 
on reaching the final. Sending a reporter to cover. 
Good Luck, signed Editor’ to this James, never 
one to waste in any circumstances, sent this sharp 
rejoinder ’Cover own final. Not send reporter. Who 
owns this newspaper? Signed JH’.  To his credit JH 
did write a splendid report of a memorable 36-hole 
final. To his even greater renown he included the 
phrase ‘At the 23rd hole Henderson’s nerve cracked. 
He was beaten by the great Alfie in a hot contest 
by a fairly large margin, and had subjected himself 
perhaps to unnecessary rigours largely unknown 
to amateur modern golfers.’ In between 1957 and 
1958 James Henderson wrote the first history of 
Royal County Down. In his own words he said that 
as he had been a member for 46 years ‘it seemed 
desirable, therefore that I should set down some 
of my recollections, and that I should at the same 
time put the club’s affairs on record in an orderly 
fashion’. This little red book is a scarce collectable 
item.

After the Second World War once again two brothers 
in the Henderson family joined the management of 
the News Letter and one of them Dr RB Henderson 
(Brum) retained the family’s tradition in golf. A 
member of a number of clubs including Royal 
County Down he co-wrote the Club’s centenary 
book in 1989 with Harry McCaw, Captain of Royal 
County Down (1989) and the R & A (1995). 

During my recent visit to Royal Belfast I was keen 
to have another chance to view the wonderful 
Royal Doulton three-handled loving cup which 
had been given to the Club just prior to the visit by 
BGCS members last June. As a collector of porcelain 
this is the best piece I have seen. The three spaces 
have each a golf scene hand painted in just blue 
and white by J Littler. I thought I should include a 
photograph so that you may appreciate the quality 
of this item of golfing memorabilia. The fact that a 
lady just brought it into the Club means there are 
still items like it out there waiting to be found!
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Red Gutta Balls Usage – a Retraction
I asserted in a past issue of TTG that the use of red 
gutta balls for play in the snow in the late 1800s 
was a myth. This arose because I had discovered 
that the coloured ball was used regularly on the 
Scottish links in late Spring, when white daisies, 
then common on the courses, concealed the 
location of white balls. I stated flippantly that on 
winter snowy days the golfers would go to the 
pub.

 It turns out that in two kinds of winter events, 
red balls were indeed used – when the meeting 
could not be postponed. An example of the first 
type was Lord Dudley’s ill-timed extravagant 
pro-am event on February 11th 1902. Having 
summoned and paid the best pros of the day to 
travel to Ireland, the show had to go on in spite of 
snow, and using red guttas, Vardon and Andra’ 
Kirkaldy were the winners. 

The second, and more regular use, was by the 
humble golfers of the Carnoustie/Moniefieth/
Montrose area in the late 1890s. These talented 
‘artisan’ players, many of whom were to emigrate 
to golfing fame in America, had employment in the 
surprising number of factories in these towns.  The 
Factory Acts had won them paid holidays – though 
at that time only a mean-spirited one week in 
summer and two other days-off in the year. Their 
club medal competitions were held at these times 
and the New Year’s Day holiday was important. 

For these players, postponement of their major 
gatherings on that day was not possible, and the 
red balls were used if necessary. Moreover, on 
holiday in Carnoustie and nearby on this day were 
talented players like the Smiths, the Maidens, 
Charlie Burgess, Alex Findlay et al who came 
home to join their families at Christmas. These 
celebrated Scots/American golfers were welcome 
additions to the New Year’s Day keenly-contested 
golf on these Forfarshire courses. And the show 
had to go on, no matter what the weather. 

Sorry!  
David Hamilton

Buttons Article: March 2007 TTG
I confess to being puzzled about the title ‘New 
Club, Musselburgh’, in Dixon Pickup’s article. 
However, on reading the 1999 Royal Musselburgh 
Golf Club history by Robert Ironside and Harry 
Douglas, an explanation becomes clear. 

1893 was around the time several of the clubs 
that used the nine-hole Open Championship links 
were moving to pastures new. Also, it appears that 
there were ballot box irregularities in the election 
of new RMGC members. This led to several 
resignations and in May 1893, the New Club was 
formed with 44 members and fourteen RMGC 
members. It is possible that there were several 
Honourable Company members who hadn’t gone 
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to Muirfield, and who joined the new club. 
The Royal Musselburgh Club carried on 

independently of the New Club and in the history 
there is reference to an amalgamation between the 
two in 1908. 

Jim Colville 

Help Wanted
Ball Markers
I am currently putting together a small booklet 
about the history of the ball marker and the people 
who collect them. I am interested in all aspects of 
your collections – size, unusual displays, special 
interests etc. I want to know how many miles 
you have travelled, any anecdotes  you may have 
– in fact anything that you think I would find of  
interest.  I know from my research that there are 
many extensive and beautiful collections in the 
UK, so I am sure that elsewhere also, there must be 
many more than I can possibly imagine. 

What I need from you are photographs of your 
collection (quality jpeg images if you are sending 
by email) and yourself if you want to be seen 
– plus any other information you wish to give 
me about yourself and your collection. Generally 
the only personal details I would use would be 
your name and town – but if you wish to remain 
anonymous, please let me know.

If you want to be a part of the booklet, please 
contact me in one of the following ways:

email: daisy.campling@tiscali.co.uk  or letter: 
Daisy Campling, Silver Birches, BirchWay, 
Storrington, West Sussex  RH20 3PE, England. 
Anyone who takes the trouble to contact me, 

whether their collection is featured in the booklet 
or not, will receive a complimentary copy. 

Daisy Campling

Bruntsfield Links Golfing Society
I am presently engaged in complementing and 
extending the history of the above Society to 2011 
when it celebrates its 250th anniversary. 

During the nineteenth century the Society 
golfed at the old Bruntsfield Links before moving 
to its present course at Barntongate. When at 
the old links, the weather was wet, the members 
would meet in the Clubroom – ‘some playing 
whist and some playing at the Jugs’. 

Despite many enquiries and much researching I 
have been unable to trace ‘The Jugs’ and the nature 
of the game. Accordingly, I would be most grateful 
if any member of the BGCS could enlighten me. 

WGP Colledge, 0131 662 1639

Whitefield
These days I am the archivist for Whitefield GC 
in Manchester where I have been a member for 44 
years. My reason for writing to you is that I am 
trying to obtain a collection of clubs with the name 
of either TG Renouf, Manchester or A Phillips, 
Whitefield.

 Renouf designed and laid out the course; 
Phillips was the Club’s first professional and 
stayed for 30 years. The Club is celebrating 75 
years this year and I would like to present them 
with a collection. Do any of our members have 
clubs by these two professionals, which they 
would consider selling?

Irvine Caplan, 0161 793 1900
 

Mystery Photograph
Rod Lambert would like to know who 
these gentleman were, pictured per-
haps just after the First World War. 
Phone him on 01522 545916, or email 
rodlambert@amserve.com if you have 
any suggestions
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A Century of the Cheshire County Ladies 
Golf Association
edited by 
Hilary Lyall

Cheshire’s impressive contribution to English 
Golf is reflected in a strong women’s game, with a 
number of dedicated ladies’ clubs and a string of 
national champions. 

This centenary history of the Cheshire County 
Ladies’ Golf Association avoids the trap of 
presenting a boring chronology of champions and 
championships, based on a lengthy trawl through 
the minutes. Instead it is structured as a composite 
picture of the various elements comprising the 
excellence of Cheshire Ladies’ Golf – researched 
and illustrated from diverse sources, and referenced 
into national trends and events. 

I particularly liked the account of the early 
national champions, of whom I had a passing, 
but patchy knowledge. These ranged from Molly 
Graham of the famous Hoylake family, Gladys 
Ravenscroft (Dobell), Muriel Dodd (Macbeth), 
and Doris Chambers, on either side of World War 
I; through Enid Wilson in the 1930s to double 
champion Liz Chadwick (Pook) in the 1960s – the 
latter now an active BGCS member. Bolstered by a 
clearly-effective coaching scheme for juniors, the 
pattern continues with a number of modern Curtis 
Cup players and successful tour professionals. 
As one of the compilers of this volume, Liz also 
contributes some colourful and highly-readable 
verbatim interviews with past players and 
administrators. 

The account includes brief histories of the 
existing member clubs, along with details of some 
of the disbanded ones, provided by former BGCS 
Editor and Captain, and recent Honorary Life 
Member, Alan Jackson. 

This is an excellent, highly readable account 
of women’s golf in Cheshire. The volume comes 

case-bound in (vi) + 169 pages, with an attractive 
dustwrapper, well-designed throughout, using 
plenty of period photographs – many of which are 
unfamiliar. It is available from Mrs Libby Lanceley, 
Hon Secretary, Cheshire County Ladies’ Golf 
Association, Stanton, 41 Croft Drive East, Caldy, 
Wirral, CH48 1LX. Tel: 0151 625 0183. Cost is a 
modest £13.50 inc p&p, with cheques to be made 
out simply to CCLGA.   

Review by John Pearson

Ellesborough Golf Club 1906 – 2006
by
Geoffrey Warrington

Past Captain and President, Geoffrey Warrington, 
has completed a fascinating, fully-researched 
chronological account of his Club, where BGCS 
members enjoyed a memorable day last year. The 
original course, which forms the present first nine 
holes, lies on land the Club originally leased from 
the Chequers Estate but purchased in 1960. The 
second nine was laid out by James Braid in 1930, 
his tender of ten guineas plus one day’s expenses 
being accepted ahead of those of Harry Colt and 
JH Taylor, who each quoted double the amount. 
Braid’s plans are reproduced, something I wish 
more centenary books were able to do. New land 
was acquired in 1996, which saw the modification 
of some of Braid’s work. 

The Prime Minister of the day is granted 
honorary membership at the Club and several 
have taken advantage of this, although Tony Blair 
does not appear to have played when he brought 
Bill Clinton along for a few holes in 1998. Clinton 
returned for nine holes while staying at Chequers 
again in 2001, this time with a smaller retinue. The 
Ladies’ Captain, Mrs Jo Wells, pulled his trolley 
until the former president invited her to use his 
clubs for a few holes. 
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The author has augmented his findings from 
the minute books  – how lucky he was to have a 
full set – with his own comments and portraits of 
prominent members. Thus a complete picture of the 
Club’s history is placed before the reader. 

The book is published in A4 portrait format, 
with an attractive card over. There is one section 
of black and white illustrations, including 
photographs of finds from an Anglo-Saxon 
burial site, and two colour sections, including the 
centenary celebrations. So our members can spot 
themselves on page 190. The Club made a great 
effort to involve the local community during the 
year, a wise move other clubs approaching their 
100th year might do well to emulate in these days of 
falling memberships and the need to recruit young 
and not-so-young members. 

Copies are available from Mr Peter Miles,  
Secretary, Ellesborough GC, Wendover Road, 
Butler’s Cross. Bucks HP17 0TZ. Tel 01296 622114. 
Cost is £16 inc p&p. 

Review by John Moreton

Lines of Charm: Brilliant and Irreverent 
Quotes, Notes, and Anecdotes from Golf’s 
Golden Age Architects 
edited and compiled by 
Geoff Shackelford

Geoff Shackelford is a perceptive writer on golf 
architecture whose previous books include The 
Golden Age of Golf Design and Alister MacKenzie’s 
Cypress Point Club.

The subtitle of the compilation precisely 
describes what it is about. Shackelford has trawled 
widely and deeply to assemble a vast array of 
material from the great and the good of inter-war 
golf course architecture on both sides of the Atlantic. 
The nineteen featured contributors are largely self 
selecting and comprise Alison, Banks, Behr, Colt, 
Emmet, Flynn, Fowler, Hunter, Hutchinson, Jones, 
Low, Macdonald, MacKenzie, Maxwell, Park Jr, 
Ross, Simpson, Thomas Jr, Thompson, Tillinghast, 
and Wethered, the only non-architect quoted in the 
book. Each of these has a short biographical entry 
in an appendix. 

The book is not laid out by contributor but 
is grouped around  a series of thematic chapters 
each with a brief introduction from Shackelford. 
Water Hazards and The Ball Problem are examples 
of perennial controversies whilst How the Game 
Torments the Adventurous Soul emphasises the 

suffering which unites golfers of all ages. This 
thematic approach works well but frustratingly 
there is no index to allow a quick reading of 
contributions from any one individual.

This compilation is ideal for anyone seeking 
a general introduction to the personalities and 
issues in this dynamic period in the development 
of golf course architecture, but even the most 
knowledgeable will find something new. This is 
not a book to read in one sitting but to savour 
slowly in small helpings. One can only agree with 
Shackelford: ’how fortunate golf was to have as 
many rich, imaginative, and humorous minds 
breathing life into the early golf landscape’.

Published only in the United States by the Sports 
Media Group, the book comes case-bound with 
dustwrapper, in 183 pages. Amazon UK have it for 
sale at £8.96 with free postage if the order can be 
increased to £15. A bargain.

Review by Brian P Woolley

The Royal Belfast Golf Club, 1881-2006, 
125 Years. A Pictorial History
compiled by
Richard M Megran

Richard Megran is Royal Belfast’s club historian 
and he has assembled an elegant and well arranged 
pictorial history from the club’s archives. 

Royal Belfast is the oldest club in the island of 
Ireland one of only four with a Royal appellation. 
The club is now on its third site having started life 
at the Kinnegar, where sharing life with an army 
firing range proved increasingly uncomfortable 
precipitating a move to Carnalea, near Bangor in 
1892. It moved to the current location at Craigavad 
in 1926 in line with a number other Belfast clubs 
who identified the possibility of creating parkland 
courses and grand club-houses from the purchase 
of struggling estates. The site, which has spectacular 
views over Belfast Lough, was designed by Harry 
Colt (who also had a hand in the three other Irish 
Royals) and has undergone no significant changes 
since.

Glossily printed on 52 pages, with laminated 
card covers, this book is all the more welcome as 
Royal Belfast’s centenary history is now difficult 
to find. Perhaps more clubs could be encouraged 
to provide publications of this kind as a bridge 
between limited edition club histories of record and 
the Strokesaver. Do we need a 21st  century version 
of the now sorely missed Official Handbook?

53



This book has been privately printed by the Club 
and is available directly from them for £15  plus 
postage on 028 9042 8165.

Brian P Woolley

Staffordshire Ladies County Golf 
Association
The First 100 Years
by
Audrey Boliver

This history of Staffordshire Ladies County Golf 
Association is everything it should be – a record 
of the individuals and clubs that have developed 
competitive ladies golf in the County over the past 
100 years. 

A brief history of the establishment and 
administration of the Association is followed by an 
account of team matches and championships, and 
the major personalities involved. Early success in 
reaching the county finals of 1912 and 1913 was not 
repeated until the 1960s, when the County won a 
hat-trick of victories. 

The County has been blessed by a number 
of players who have risen through junior ranks 
to the highest levels of the game – most notably 
BGCS member Bridget Jackson and Diane Bailey 
(née Robb) who went on to lead national teams 
with distinction, and became senior administrative 
figures. Both have been awarded the MBE for their 
service to Ladies’ Golf, and it is good to be reminded 
of Bridget’s honorary doctorate from the University 
of Birmingham, for services to golf. 

The Clubmaker’s Art
Antique Golf Clubs and Their History 
Second Edition, Revised and Expanded. 
by
Jeffrey B Ellis

Jeff Ellis published the first edition of The 
Clubmaker’s Art in 1997 after a painstaking ten years 
of research and the book became an essential source 
of reference for all collectors of antique golf clubs. 
Obviously a man with a passion, Jeff continued his 
research and ten years later his second edition has 
arrived and must be destined to follow the first on 
to the bookshelves of all serious club collectors. If 
you thought the 1997 edition was big then you will 
require a good stout bookshelf to accommodate 
TCA2. It comes in two volumes in slipcase with the 
page size 20% larger than TCA1 and weighs in at an 
impressive 15lbs 9oz. Layout remains similar.

Some members with a first edition may baulk 
at spending $275, but new information contained 
in TCA2 should persuade you that it will be a wise 
investment:

–220 additional clubs are pictured and 
documented. For example the longnose and 
transitional club section now includes the likes 
of Mungo Park, Andrew Forgan, Army & Navy 
CSL and many others. There are some interesting 
additions to the Mechanical Clubs section and the 
section on grips now includes such well-known 
names as Fred X Fry (sic) and Walter Righter.

–The largest section to benefit from the author’s 
research is Fakes and Replicas and it is for this alone 
that TCA2 is an essential point of reference. The 
subject has been expanded from eight to 64 pages. 
Modern alterations are now included so if a man 
in a trilby hat sidles up to you in the locker room 
and attempts to sell you a set of irons stamped 
Dwight D Eisenhower you will be able to check their 
authenticity by referring to page 754. Since 1997 the 
number of fraudulent clubs infiltrating the market 
has risen dramatically and with the increase of 
clubs being offered on the internet the situation can 
only get worse. This section goes into minute detail 
in helping the buyer to detect fakes.

–Much information has been updated and/or 
corrected from TCA1.

–There are 400 additional images and the colour, 
printing and overall presentation are  even better 
than before. 

The Regular Edition has only 2500 copies scheduled 
as against TCA1’s 5000, which sold out in 2000. 
The Limited Edition of 250 copies offers a pair of 
leather-bound volumes in their own slipcase. This 
high quality production, priced at $500, was quickly 
snapped up but will no doubt appear on the auction 
circuit in years to come at a considerable premium. 
The Regular Edition is of equal print quality and 
priced at $275. The current favourable dollar 
exchange rate makes it good value for UK buyers.

There is no doubt that the first edition of The 
Clubmaker’s Art is an impressive book but the new 
edition has to appeal to the serious club collector, or 
golf historian, who will always want the best and 
most comprehensive book on the subject. 

To order a set visit www.clubmakersart.com  or 
contact Zephyr Productions,Inc., PO Box 1964, Oak 
Harbor. WA 98277, USA.

Review by David Low
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Minute by Minute
The Centenary History of Pannal Golf 
Club  1906 – 2006
by
Anne Smith

Pannal is a substantial golf club with an important 
history. Still based on its original location of 1906, 
the course bears the imprint of some famous names: 
originally Sandy Herd, from his Huddersfield days, 
with modifications in the 1920s by James Braid, 
Alistair Mackenzie, and an important redesign 
by Guy Campbell and Charles Mackenzie in the 
1930s, topped off with modern adjustments by 
Fred Hawtree. It has hosted a number of important 
championships and tournaments, starting with 
Edith Guedalla’s English Ladies’ Championship 
of 1927 and with regular visits from the pro tour 
from the last war up to its Europeanisation in the 
mid-70s. 

The Club has been served by a number of well-
known tournament professionals: Jack Busson 
and Jock Ballantine on either side of the last War; 
Ballantine’s assistant, Alex Caygill; Frank Jowle; 
Lionel Platts; and for a long spell, BGCS’s own 
Murray Burgess. 

Club member Anne Smith has written a 
comprehensive chronological history of Pannal’s 
first 100 years, based, as the sub-title suggests, on 
a rich source of minutes, memorandum books and 

But this is no straightforward listing of 
champions and championships. Audrey Boliver 
has structured the history well, placing the story 
in the context of national social trends and golfing 
events, and including chapters on dress, juniors and 
seniors, and mixed golf. The account closes with a 
short history of each of the association’s constituent 
clubs. 

The book comes in (ii) + 110 pages, with card 
covers, well-illustrated throughout from the earliest 
years onwards, from what is clearly a rich source 
of minutes, scrapbooks, albums and personal 
anecdote. 

Audrey Boliver and the Staffordshire Ladies 
are to be commended for their diligent and 
valuable account. The book is available from Mrs 
E Saunders, Hon Secretary, Staffordshire Ladies 
County Golf Association, 49 Lucas Rd, Burbage, 
Hinckley, StaffordshireLE10 2LZ. at what I am sure 
will be a reasonable cost. Tel. 01455 440940.

Review by John Pearson

an exceptional photographic archive – lightened 
throughout with footnotes of anecdote from, or 
about, the membership. 

Its substantial 288 pages come in illustrated 
card covers, profusely illustrated, mostly in black 
and white, but with a colourful depiction of a busy 
centenary year. 

The history is available from the Club Manager, 
Pannal GC, Follifoot Road, Pannal, Harrogate, N 
Yorks, HG3 1ES, (telephone: 01423 871641) for a 
modest £15 inc p&p. 

Review by John Pearson

A Swing Through Time. 
Second Edition
by 
Olive M Geddes

Members will be familiar with Olive Geddes’ A 
Swing Through Time, which she once memorably 
spoke about after a Society match at Royal Lytham. 
In that original 1992 publication by HMSO, Mrs 
Geddes drew heavily on the rich Scottish public 
archive to describe the development of the game 
between 1457 and 1743, the date when Thomas 
Mathison’s The Goff first appeared. 

Though much of the content was familiar, the 
great strength of the original was in drawing it 
together from such obscure sources, and illustrating 
so many of the original rare books, poems, 
manuscripts, diaries, journals, correspondence, 
maps, paintings and artefacts. Also important 
were the detailed references, particularly those for 
manuscripts in the national archive. 

The other great distinction of the first edition 
was the imaginative and subsequently influential 
design of the contents.

Much of the text and illustration remains in the 
second edition, with the period extended by one 
year to 1744 so as to include discussion of the first 
manuscript copy of the rules of the Honourable 
Company of Edinburgh Golfers, now generously 
deposited in the National Library of Scotland. 
An appendix has also been added covering 
transcriptions of some of the most important 
documents and including translation from ancient 
Scots where necessary. Reduction of the main 
dimensions of the book by about four cm has 
allowed a virtuoso redesign by Mark Blackadder, 
with notes and references gathered from the 
footnotes into chapter ends. Pages move from (vi) 
+ 58 to (v) + 106, with prolific and stunning colour 
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illustrations. A case-bound version with dust 
wrapper complements that with illustrated card 
covers.

Published by NMS Enterprises Ltd on behalf 
of both the National Library of Scotland and the 
National Museums of Scotland, the book is available 
at good bookshops, particularly those associated 
with the national museums, libraries and galleries 
in Edinburgh, at a cover price of £12.99 paperback 
and £15.99 hardback. It is also available to readers 
of the NLS Discovery magazine, on 0131 247 4026, or 
at publishing@nms.ac.uk  Glorious value. A Must.

Review by John Pearson  

A Capital Recreation
The Development of Municipal Golf in 
Birmingham
by
John Moreton

Following hard on his monograph on Edward 
Blackwell, John Moreton has published the 
second volume from his Black Pear Press – this 
time on the development of municipal golf in the 
Birmingham area. Much of the text was published 
in the March 2003 issue of Through the Green, with 
additional material and illustrations. John charts 
the development of municipal golf from its historic 
home in the East Coast boroughs of Scotland, 
through the development of holiday courses at 
Bournemouth around the turn of the last century, 
to the pioneering work in London before the First 
World War. With its proud record of  civic amenities, 
Birmingham was soon to follow in the 1920s, aided 
by benefactors such as the Cadbury family, and 
with influential support from the Birmingham Post 
and Carl Bretherton, Double Midlands Amateur 
Champion and later President of Warwickshire. 

A brief chronological history of the clubs then 
follows, with details of course design, professionals 
employed and competitive successes enjoyed. 

This is an unusual and unfashionable subject. 
Municipal golfers in Birmingham are well-served 
by John Moreton, the current President of the 
Worcestershire Union. 

The account comes as an A5 booklet, with 
illustrated card covers and 24 pages, including an 
eight-page section of colourful views. It is available 
from the author/publisher at 0121 444 5347 for a 
modest £6 inc p&p.

Review by John Pearson

A Cackhander’s First Round of Verse
edited by 
Hamish Ewan

Hamish Ewan has brought together a number of 
poems that have caught his fancy, and published 
them as an anthology – perhaps simultaneously 
creating a new collecting genre. 

None of the poets is famous (as a poet); the 
emphasis is on lightness rather than metaphysical 
depth. Many are sourced from modern histories 
of Scottish clubs; the best are in an entertaining 
vernacular. I particularly liked Eck and the De’il 
(from Mortonhall), and (from Old Troon), Tam at 
Golf, which adopts the format and pace of Burns’s 
epic tale of an eponymous hero. 

Hamish has arranged eighteen pieces of varying 
length, mimicking a round of golf – with Tam at Golf 
appropriately relating to the Nineteenth. 

The foreword bears the trademark style of Dick 
Durran. 

The anthology comes in booklet form, published 
by the Ainster Press of Forres. Copies can be 
obtained from Hamish Ewan for £7 including 
p&p, or £6 if they are conveniently hand-delivered. 
He is donating £1 for every copy bought, to the 
Marie Curie cancer Trust. Contact Hamish at 
taormina@btinternet.com or tel. 01463 231145.

Review by John Pearson  
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Books for Sale
The following are offered, with proceeds to charity. 
Conditions are G/VG. P&P included for UK. To 
buy or to get a complete list, ring John Pearson on 
01904 628711, or mail editor@bgcs.wyenet.co.uk

Alliss, Percy. Better Golf. 1933.  £5
Browning, R. The Golfer’s Catechism. (1935). £15 
Darwin, B. The World that Fred Made. 1955.  £12
Dobereiner, P. Down the 19th Fairway. 1982.  £6
Hogan, B. The Modern Fundamentals of Golf. 1958. £5
Lawless, P. The Golfer’s Companion. 1937. £8
Lema, A. Golfer’s Gold. 1964.  £10
Nelson, B. Winning Golf. 1947. £8
Padgham, A. The Par Golf Swing. 1936.  £5
Snead, S. How to Play Golf. 1946. £8
Snead, S. The Education of a Golfer. 1962.  £8
Steel, D. Book of Golf Facts and Feats. 1980.  £5
Taylor, D. St Andrews, Cradle of Golf. 1976.  £15
Ward-Thomas, PA. Masters of Golf. 1961. £8
Wethered, J. Golfing Memories and Methods.1951.£10
Ryder Cup programme, Kiawah, 1991  £8.


