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Captain’s 
Letter
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IS THIS REALLY IT? Is this really my last Captain’s 
Letter? Unfortunately for me it is. It is said that 
time flies when one is enjoying oneself. Well I 

must have had a wonderful time over the last two 
years because I cannot believe my time as Captain is 
rapidly coming to an end. I hope you agree with me 
that it would be difficult not to enjoy simply being 
a member of the British Golf Collectors Society, and 
to have the honour and privilege of being Captain 
has just been a great experience. I, on a number of 
occasions accompanied by my wife Mavis, have 
had the pleasure of meeting so many lovely people. 
It is these memories I shall remember for the rest 
of my life. While the greatest opportunity for 
meeting fellow members and other golfers, exists 
in playing golf, there are other good times as well. 
For example, recently there was the fair at Vicars 
Cross Golf Club in Chester. I would like to thank 
the twenty or so members who had tables, and also 
those that turned up to support the event and snap 
up some of the memorabilia. Thanks also to David 
and Gillian Kirkwood for organising the fair and 

also the Burns Supper that followed. Whilst there 
were some surprise items for sale at the tables there 
were even more surprises at the supper. It illustrated 
to me just what a wonderful Society we have, and 
what fun there is to be had when a number of us 
with similar interests are gathered together. 

In January I had the pleasure of attending the 
Dinner of the Nottinghamshire Union of Golf 
Clubs. Our Honorary Secretary, Tony Thorpe, is 
their President for 2006 – 2008. It was my first 
attendance at any English Golfing Union dinner. I 
was very impressed with the style of the evening, 
and with the abundance of presidents and past 
presidents present in their formal dress of red and 
other colours. Our Society had other presidents 
there: Barry Kay of the Midlands Golf Union; and 
John Moreton of Worcestershire. Among other 
BGCS members present were past presidents of 
county unions and past captains of our Society. It 
made me aware of the considerable input to the 
organisation of golf throughout these islands by 
Society members, when one considers the various 
roles occupied by so many of them.

For me it has been such fun turning up at various 
golfing events that have taken place all over the 
country. I appreciate these events do not just 
happen. Someone has to organise and sometimes 
cajole members to take part. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all those concerned 
and especially our Hon Sec, Tony Thorpe, who in 
addition to the duties mentioned above, devotes 
so much of his time to ensure the smooth running 
of our Society. Thank you to the rest of my fellow 
Committee members and to the regional organisers 
for ensuring all our events are well-organised. 

David Hamilton is to be our next Captain. He is well 
known as an author of many fine books and as a 
truly academic historian of the game of golf. David 
will be a big supporter of the various activities of the 
Society and is highly respected wherever he goes. 
Good luck David and have a great time as Captain. 

John Hanna
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People and Things

A good attendance of BGCS 
members at the Notts UGC 
Dinner on the 10th of January in-
cluded Roy Hobbis, (Past Presi-
dent, Worcestershire UGC), Brian 
Peplow (immediate Past Presi-
dent, Notts UGC), Tony Thorpe 
(President, Notts UGC), John 
Hanna (Captain, BGCS), John 
Moreton (President, Worcester-
shire UGC) and Alan Jackson 
(Immediate Past Captain, BGCS). 
Tony’s speech as President, was 
on the theme of the importance of 
golf heritage. Apologies to Trevor 
Coupe, Dick Durran, Peter 
Heath, Keith Bilbie, Barry Kay, 
and Richard Jeffs who were also 
present, but did not make this 
particular picture.

The USGA has announced Kevin 
Cook as being the winner of the 
2007 Herbert Warren Wind Book 
Award, for his Tommy’s Honour. 
In a highly readable ‘factional’ 
style, the book tells the story of 
the lives of  Young and Old Tom 
Morris, who contributed so much 
to the development of golf over 
both the feather- and gutty-ball 
eras of the nineteenth century. 
The book was well-reviewed in 
September’s Through The Green. 

Cook, a sports journalist, has 
written for CQ, Men’s Journal, 
Portfolio, Golf Digest and other 
magazines, as well as covering 
various editorial roles at Golf 
magazine, Sports Illustrated and 
T&L Golf. 

He will be given his award at 
the Golf Writers Association of 
America’s annual awards dinner 
during the week of the Master’s 
Tournament in April. 

Good BGCS turnout at Notts Union of Golf Clubs Dinner

Wedding Bells
Good news from Erewash Valley 
of BGCS member John Maroony, 
who has married Ellen Smith 
some twelve years or so after 
they were first drawn together in 
a mixed competition at the Club. 
Following the  conclusion of 
centenary celebrations at the Club  
the ‘quiet’ wedding and reception 
took place at the Gleneagles 
Hotel on the 15th of January. 
     Our congratulations and best 
wishes go to the happy couple.

Tommy’s Honour wins USGA Book Award

3                Through the Green, March 2008



Fraserburgh GC would appear 
to be the oldest golf club in the 
world that is still operating under 
its original name. 

The original course was 
nine holes played on the ‘public 
commonty’ (Fraserburgh Links) 
but due to congestion, danger 
to the public and constant 
interruption the Club moved 
approximately half a mile 
south to its present location at 
Philorth Links in 1891, thanks 
to the generosity of the then 
Lord Saltoun. The course was 
redesigned in 1922 by the five 
times Open Championship 
winner James Braid and much 
of his design remains to this day. 
The eighteen-hole Corbiehill 
course is well protected by 
the dunes and sand hills that 
fringe the length of Fraserburgh 
Bay and offers fine panoramic 
views particularly from the 
third tee with a spectacular 
vista of sand, sea, links and the 
Buchan landscape. The course 
is renowned for its undulating 
fairways and variety of different 
types of hole, especially the four 
par threes. 

Harry Bannerman, the 
former Ryder Cup player, rates 
Fraserburgh one of the finest 
links courses in Aberdeenshire 
His favorite holes are the third 
and fourth,  which he says 
are short and subtle. BGCS 
member, Bob Strachan who was 
professional there for seven years, 
considers it an excellent test of 
golf. 

It is also intended to play 
a match against Inverallochy 
Golf Club on the Sunday for 
those who wish to stay over; the 
relevant entry form is enclosed. 
We shall probably pay only for 
the soup and sandwiches that are 
to be laid on.  

Entry forms for both events 
are enclosed, and should be 
returned to Hamish Ewan.

and dinner at Aberdovey GC 
on the Saturday. The weekend 
concludes on the Sunday morn-
ing with the Welsh Hickory 
Championship at Aberdovey. 
This is a popular meeting which 
is already well-subscribed, but 
you may be able to get late entry 
to some or all of these events by 
contacting the organiser, Liz Mac-
donald, on 01832 275429 (email: 
j.macdonald1@tesco.net).

President’s Day at Royal 
Liverpool GC on Friday, the 25th 
of April  
This is the most popular of all 
the Society’s events and already 
has a waiting list. Peter Heath is 
organising. Tel 0121 455 9599.

North Scottish Meeting at 
Fraserburgh GC, Saturday, 3rd 
May  
Fraserburgh is a natural links 
course playable all year round 
situated only 30 mins drive from 
Trump International, Scotland. 

Golf was first documented 
as having been played at 
Fraserburgh in 1613 when the 
Parish Kirk Session records 
refer to a young lad named John 
Burnett who was chastised for 
‘playing at the gouff’ on a Sunday 
instead of going to church. He 
was ordered by the Session to 
be sent to the ‘maister’s stool for 
correction’.

Following receipt of 
documents from the National 
Library of Scotland it has 
been firmly established that 
Fraserburgh Golf Club was 
founded on the 14th April 1777 
and that the membership 
consisted of nineteen of the 
most prominent landed gentry 
in the north-east of Scotland. 
The original documents are 
still available. According to 
display boards in the British 
Golf Museum, Fraserburgh is the 
fifth oldest club in Scotland and 
the seventh oldest in the world. 

 Forthcoming Events

The Welsh Weekend
This first event of our 2008 season 
starts on Friday the 4th of April 
with the match against Machynl-
leth, followed by another match 

Events

Scottish Matchplay 
Championship
The winner of the 2007 Scottish 
Matchplay Championship was 
Hamish Ewan. In the final at 
the neutral venue of Scotscraig, 
played in October, Hamish 
defeated Ian Hislop by 3/2.

The Chester Trade Fair
The annual trade fair and dinner 
took place as usual in January, the 
day before the Bonham’s winter 
auction in Chester. As last year, 
the fair was held at Vicar’s Cross 
Golf Club, with a good turnout 
of eighteen tables; attendance 
was boosted by a number of non-
members, at least one of whom is 
applying to join the Society. 

This year, the dinner was 
conveniently held at the Golf 
Club itself, and, falling on the 25th 
of January, due recognition was 
made of Scotland’s national poet, 
Robert Burns. Celebrity attendees 
included David Snell, former 
winner of the PGA Matchplay 
Championship, and Adam 
Mednick, a winner more recently 
on the European Tour. Fine food, 
including cock o’leekie soup and 
haggis, was eaten; toasts were 
made; whisky was drunk; poems 
were recited; songs were sung 
and jokes were told. There was 
much talking and laughter on a 
most enjoyable evening. Oh! And 
the organisers will be passing on 
to charity, a cheque for £126. The 
Society thanks David and Gillian 
Kirkwood for their successful 
organisation of this increasingly 
popular event. 
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Annual Midlands Meeting for the 
Central England/BGCS Seniors 
Hickory Championships at 
Coxmoor GC, Notts 
This well-established and popular 
fixture returns to the fine Coxmoor 
course, just north of Nottingham, 
on Monday the 19th of May. As 
well as playing for the central 
England Hickory championship, 
Members over 60 may enter 
for the BGCS National Senior 
Hickory Championship. Players 
with conventional modern clubs 
are also welcome, playing in their 
own competition. Entry forms are 
enclosed and should be returned 
to Keith Bilbie. 

Meeting of the Golfing Literati at 
Gullane, East Lothian
To date, David Hamilton’s 
informal meetings of members 
and friends with an interest in 
the literature and history of golf, 
have taken place in his home 
town of St Andrews, so it is an 
innovation for the group to meet 
at Gullane on the afternoon of 
Thursday, 22nd of May, the day 
before before the Scottish Hickory 
Championship. Those interested 
in attending the meeting should 
contact David directly on 01334 
476070, or davidh60@hotmail.
com for details of timing and 
venue.
  
Scottish Hickory Championship 
at Gullane, East Lothian 
This, the longest established of all 
the BGCS events, returns to Gul-
lane 3 on Friday the 23rd of May. 
Attracting an international field, 
play will be in traditional medal 
format. Dinner afterwards will be 
in the Mallard Hotel, as last year. 
Application forms are included 
with this magazine, and should 

Cavendish is probably the most 
original surviving eighteen hole 
Mackenzie design course in the 
UK. It plays 5721 yards off the 
medal tees and is an ideal course 
and congenial setting on which to 
test hickory skills. Members in-
terested in playing should contact 
the organiser, Keith Bilbie on 0115 
920 3842 or email Keith.bilbie@
btinternet.com 

Centenary Hickory match v 
Middlesbrough GC , Teesside 
The Society has been invited by 
the Middlesbrough Golf Club at 
Brass Castle, Teesside, to help 
celebrate their centenary in a 
hickory match, followed by din-
ner on Friday the 4th  of July. 
The parkland course designed by 
Braid is perhaps best known for 
its annual staging of  the North-
ern Amateur Youth’s Champion-
ship. Ring Neil Hutchinson if you 
would like to play. Telephone: 
01642 284792 or email neil-
hutch1@hotmail.com

Open Championship Meeting at 
West Lancashire GC, Lancashire
Wednesday, 16th of July. The 
ever-popular flagship event of the 
Society is traditionally the most 
international on our calendar, 
attracting distinguished visitors 
attending the Open. This will be 
our first visit to Blundellsands, 
the popular name for the West 
Lancs course, a few miles down 
the Fylde from Royal Birkdale, 
but part of the same dunes sys-
tem that has produced other great 
championship courses such as 
Hillside, Hesketh, Southport and 
Ainsdale, and Formby. Applica-
tion forms contained within this 
magazine should be returned to 
the organiser, Tony Thorpe. 

be returned to the organiser, Ron 
Beatt, who will publish details of 
tee times immediately before the 
event on the Society website. 

Midlands Spring Meeting at 
Walsall GC, Staffs
Having played in, and enjoyed a 
match against the Club last April, 
we return to Walsall GC for the 
Midlands Spring Meeting on 
Friday, the 6th of June. This is a 
Mackenzie course and our experi-
ence last year was of fine hospi-
tality. Keith Bilbie is organising, 
and the enclosed application 
form should be returned to him 
if you wish to play. Either steel or 
hickory can be played.

Centenary Hickory match v 
Wimbledon Common GC, Surrey
Monday, 16th of June. Golf has 
been played on Wimbledon 
Common since 1865, and the 
Club shares a course with Lon-
don Scottish, one of the original 
clubs. This hickory match, in 
conjunction with the Oxford and 
Cambridge GS, celebrates the 
foundation of the Club in 1908. 
Along with other players over 
the Common,members will need 
to don a jacket in pillar-box red, 
which sounds fun. John Hawkins 
is organising. Ring him on 01737 
822528, or email jbhawkins@am-
serve.com. if you want to play.

Hickory match against the Mack-
enzie Society at Cavendish GC, 
Derbyshire
Friday, the 20th of June. This 
is the first time we have had 
a chance of playing a match 
against the Mackenzie Society, 
which is dedicated to preserv-
ing the traditions of the famous 
course architect. Opened in 1925, 

Copy date for June TTG is the 15th of May
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Legends 
of the 

Ladies Links
Dorothy Campbell 

1883 - 1945
by

Liz Pook

IN THE ANNALS OF LADIES GOLF, I doubt 
whether there has ever been a more prestigious 
winner of national titles and prizes than 

Scotland’s legend Miss Dorothy Iona Campbell 
(firstly Mrs Hurd and then later Mrs Howe). For up 
until her totally unexpected tragic death in 1945, at 
the relatively tender age of 61 and far away from 
her homeland, she had won on her own admission 
over 700 prizes. I am amazed that a book, as far as I 
know, has not been published on her action-packed 
illustrious life. Therefore within a TTG chapter, it 
will be impossible to do justice to her entire life’s 
achievements, especially without any relations 
to interview. Therefore I have endeavoured to 
include reminiscences from Miss Campbell herself 
and of several well-known writers of her era. Also 
included are the findings of eminent writers of our 
generation, which have all caught my imagination. 

A matchless tally of titles
To illustrate the enormity of her vast array of 
achievements we publish her entry, which she will 
have submitted herself to The Golfer’s Handbook in 
1936 under her married name of Mrs DC Hurd.  

It lists:

Clubs – North Berwick. Is an honorary member of 
Merion, Enfield, Windermere, Toronto, Lambton, 
Brantford, Rosedale, Philmont. Winner of the 
British Ladies’ Championship 1909, 1911; runner-
up 1908; semi-finalist 1904, -05, -06; Scottish 
Championship 1905, -06, -08, runner-up 1907, -09. 
American Championship 1909, -10, -24; runner-up 
-20, semi finalist 1911; Canadian Championship 
1910, -11, -12; Western Pennsylvania 1914, -15, -16, 
and North and South Championship 1918, -20, 
-21; Boston District 1922; Florida West Coast 1923 
and -25. Philadelphia 1925, -26, -27, -29, -31, -34. 
Bermuda 1931, -34; Pennsylvania State, 1934. The 

only lady who has won the British, American and 
Canadian championships. Represented Scotland 
in the International Matches until 1909, and again 
in 1911, -28, -30. Also British Ladies v American 
Ladies, 1905, -09. Address – Merion Cricket Club, 
Haverford, Pennsylvania, USA.

Later within the 1939 Handbook under her new 
married name of Mrs Edward Howe, is included 
honorary membership of North Berwick with a 
new address at  The Garden Lodge, Princeton, New 
Jersey, USA. 

Therefore, to start the ball rolling I am grateful to 
Douglas Seaton of North Berwick, who has carried 
out extensive investigations into her life. During a 
recent visit to Miss Campbell’s home town and a 
personal visit he kindly drew to my attention to his 
informative website telling me that:

 Dorothy Campbell was born at 1, Carlton Terrace, 
Edinburgh on 24th March 1883. She was originally 
named ‘Gladys’ but this was altered to Dorothy 
two months after her birth. Her parents were 
William Campbell, a scrap metal merchant (‘where 
there is muck there’s money!’) and Emily Mary 
Campbell and apparently Dorothy had six sisters 
and two brothers and various uncles who played 
to a goodly standard, including her paternal grand 
father. Dorothy took her first swing when she was 
a mere eighteen months old, and her first club was 
a six-penny club lacking the bone and the lead 
then commonly used, which was purchased in a 
toy shop in High Street, North Berwick. 

When Dorothy was five the family moved to 
Inchgarry House, a substantial robust dwelling in 
Links Road, North Berwick, where the family had 
previously enjoyed a number of summer holidays. 
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At first Dorothy played on the small nine-hole local 
course, which was used principally by women and 
small boys. She later remarked:                                                                

how any of us managed to acquire a decent game 
will always remain a mystery to me, and yet it 
was done, because we had some splendid players. 
I do not think that any of the holes were as much 
as two hundred yards in length and as in those 
early days, the terms under which the ground 
was leased, forbade any traps or bunkers being 
made, the range of shots required was painfully 
limited. However, we managed to have a good 
time playing there and the very fact that our holes 
were so short and so narrow was an incentive to 
acquiring accuracy. 

Lessons from the best
In 1896 Dorothy aged thirteen years joined the 
North Berwick Ladies Club and rapidly reduced 
her handicap to nine and was able to hold her own 
against the senior members. There she became a 
pupil of Ben Sayers and learnt to play over the West 
Links, at a time when an hour’s lesson cost 3/6d 
and a day’s golf on the links was a shilling. In 1900, 
her older sister Madeline and Edith Orr were the 
leading golfers in the North Berwick Ladies Golf 
Club. 

Three years later and having just reached her 21st 
birthday, Dorothy entered the inaugural Scottish 
Ladies Championship held at St Andrew’s and did 
well to reach the semi-finals.    

The following year, 1904, The LGU returned 
north of the border for the second time, when 
Troon hosted their blue ribbon event, The Ladies’ 
Championship,  Whilst it turned out to be Lottie 
Dod’s year, both Madeline (now Mrs Swanston) 
and Dorothy caught the imagination of the huge 
galleries. For in the very first round she played a 
‘strong game and beat the previous year’s runner 
up Miss F Walker-Leigh on the fifteenth green’. 
However, unfortunately the Campbell sisters had 
to play each other in the fifth round, when the 
younger girl, Dorothy ‘played brilliantly and won 
by a handsome margin’.

Played in the first unofficial USA v 
‘England’ match
In June 1905 Dorothy was encouraged to venture 
south and test her ever- improving skills against 
an international field in the Ladies Championship 
at Royal Cromer. There she played with distinction, 
first of all winning the ‘score competition’ by 
four shots with an excellent 82. She then went on 
to reach the semi-finals having beaten Ireland’s 
Champion Miss Florence Hezlet, However, she 
lost  unexpectedly to fellow Scot Miss Katharine M 

Stuart after leading at the turn. The weather was not 
good and it was reported that surprisingly Dorothy 
did not like playing in windy conditions (strange 
this, coming from North Berwick) and she was 
beaten 3/2. Whilst at Cromer Dorothy played at the 
tail end of the ‘England’ team, which demolished 
a star-studded line up of American visitors, and 
as you will well know this encounter was to be 
the forerunner of the Curtis Cup. The match was 
repeated in 1909 and according to Mabel Stringer 
‘these matches were always immensely appreciated 

The generous facade of Inchgarry House, 
Dorothy’s North Berwick home 

Semi-finallists in the first Scottish Ladies’ Champion-
ship at St Andrews in 1903: Molly Graham. Mrs Mun-

dell, Alexa Glover (winner) and Dorothy Campbell, 
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by us all in this country’.
Two weeks later, Dorothy, in no doubt confident 

mood, entered the 1905 Scottish Championship 
once again over her home links. All went well and 
she reached the finals where she met the holder 
Miss Molly Graham (Nairn) who had travelled 
up from her home in Hoylake. Watched by over 
4,000 spectators Dorothy snatched victory on the 
nineteenth green. 

The following year 1906 at Cruden Bay, Dorothy 
retained her Scottish title beating the formidable 
Miss Alex Glover. Once again the following year, 
1907 Dorothy contested the final but after a titanic 
struggle succumbed to Miss Francis Teacher (later 
Mrs Mather) at the 21st. However Dorothy was 
out for revenge and the following year at Gullane, 
(which she knew well) she soundly thrashed Miss 
M Cairns (later Mrs Murray) 7/6. 

Gallery of 10,000 Spectators
For the first time the Ladies Championships of 1908 
was held at St Andrews. (100 years later, the Curtis 
Cup will be played upon these historic links for the 
very first time at the end of May.) All progressed 
in her favour until the semi finals, when Dorothy 
entering from Musselburgh had to go to the 22nd 
hole before beating Miss HB Mather (Tyneside). The 
other semi-final was a classic encounter between 
Miss Maud Titterton (also from Musselburgh) and 
the sensation of the event, seventeen year-old Cecil 

Leitch (Silloth), who only lost on the home green, 
having broken her favourite wood. 

So let Mabel Stringer within her Golfing 
Reminiscences (1924) set the scene:

The final had to be delayed until 3 pm, by which 
time the links were covered in fog. The whole 
town it seemed had descended upon the first tee, 
for schools were given a holiday, all shops shut, 
and no one attended to any business, for much 
more important affairs were taking place on the 
Old Course, including the presence of Old Tom 
Morris. 

Estimates for the crowd were put at a staggering 
9,000 to 10,000 people, which stretched right down 
to and beyond the first green. Mr Johnnie Low 
acted as umpire and the great ones of the R and A 
were flag-waggers.

   By the 11th hole a terrible storm blew in hitting 
the two contestants with hail, rain and wind. 
Many of the greens were completely covered in 
water and at one hole cost Miss Titterton dear. She 
was again lucky at the 18th hole, as in the morning, 
where her ball ran the Swilcan. All square on the 
18th hole, they played the 19th. Here Miss Titterton 
nearly holed in three and won the Championship. 
The excitement was almost too much to bear and 
sadly two days later, Old Tom Morris passed 
away.

Dorothy Campbell was obviously a favourite of 
many of the golf scribes of the day, especially Miss 
Stringer, who adored chasing after our legend, with 
pad and pencil in hand. Indeed when Dorothy 

Dorothy drives off the first tee at St Andrews in her 1908 fnal against Maud Titterton
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was only fourteen Miss Stringer made reference to 
her by saying ‘that she was a rising star but only a 
“flapper” at the time, but her golf was amazingly 
fine, and she has done wonderful scores on the little 
ladies course’. 

   Miss Stringer certainly had a way with words, 
and whilst reporting on the 1908 St Andrew’s 
championships she paints yet another delightful 
cameo within her book:

Miss Campbell played with a shut clubface, square 
to square and an unorthodox grip, with the thumb 
of the right hand under the shaft. (Goodness 
knows how she did this!) Her best stroke was a 
run-up shot that she used from distances of up to 
50 feet. Later in the final of the North and South 
Championship, she beat her opponent by twice 
holing this shot from 40 yards away from the hole. 
She used her goose-neck mashie with a small face 
which she named Thomas for the shot, closing the 
club-face and hitting the ball on the downswing. 
At Augusta Country Club in 1926 she holed two 
chip shots and ended up having a record nineteen 
putts for eighteen holes lowering Walter Travis’ 
record by two strokes for putts in one round. 

Our would-be champion nearly disqualified
With reference to the Birkdale championships of 
1909 the amusing writer Eleanor E Helme in her 
After the Ball (1931) indicated that: 

Perhaps it took really experienced players to keep 
steady round Birkdale. The badness of the lies 
meant that a stout heart was needed if you were 
not to be discouraged, and a strong left arm to pick 
up the seconds, often with an iron, and to get them 
over some of those very formidable carries. The 
fate of the championship largely turned on none 
of these things, but on the simple fact that Miss 
Campbell failed to make any return of her morning 
match in the third round, and went off home to 
lunch without anyone being officially informed 
that she had won. That was a bad moment. Folk 
dashed hither and thither, officials tore their hair 
(a most disastrous operation in those days of pins 
and nets), and eventually she was brought back in 
haste to the clubhouse to give in her result – and 
so had half an hour to spare before her afternoon 
match. The interval had to be filled. For once the 
knitting was laid aside, or perhaps it had been 
forgotten in a hurry, and she went out with a 
niblick and a couple of balls to practise stymies. 
She practised them till she had got the ball on 
the end of a string, and completely calmed her 
nerves from that shattering experience of being 
threatened with disqualification. Thus restored to 
normal placidity Miss Campbell went out to play 
Mrs Willock-Pollen, and was consistently down 
the entire way. She had the match square at the 
Eighteenth and there she was dead stymied. She 
could have played carefully for a half and gone 
down the Nineteenth. Or else the thought of the 

nineteenth hole was unbearable and the memory 
of that stymie practice stimulating. Away with 
cold caution! Out came the niblick, down went 
the ball, the spectacular shot had come off and the 
match was hers.

As to the result of the event, thanks to her putter, 
which she nicknamed Stella the rest is history.                     

It was Birkdale’s first major event. Play now 
extended over eight days. With such a challenging 
schedule players became exhausted. Horace 
Hutchinson had not watched the top players for 
fourteen years, and naturally expected to find 
a marked advance in play. He noticed all the 
‘cracks’ but apart from Dorothy, expressed himself 
disappointed. It was suggested that her victory was 
largely due to her low raking shots rather than the 
lofty play of other competitors. Dorothy (entering 
from Musselburgh) in the final hardly made a 
mistake and beat the rather indifferent play of 
Ireland’s Miss Florence Hezlet 4/3. 

According to Lewine Mair, within her One 
Hundred Years of Women’s Golf (to celebrate the 
centenary of the LGU) after the final a certain George 
Harold was moved to verse including the words:

Two fair ladies bravely striving,
Each with mighty heart:
Now they’re putting! Now they’re driving!
With consummate art.

Two fine ladies, dainty graceful –
Nervous? not at all;
Of the thronging crowd unmindful;
Philosophical;

Dorothy receives her 1909 Ladies Championship trophy 
at Birkdale
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Though a fate, unkind and cruel,
Hang o’er all they do,
Yet how well they take their ‘gruel’
‘Sportsmen’ through and through.                       

Our ‘Dandy’ champion
Looking back on the event Miss Helme indicates 
that: ‘1909 really was a dressy championship. I 
had a very dandy new tweed for the occasion, the 
very latest thing in motor soup plates to match, 
secured to the head by priceless white chiffon!‘                                              
In fact within the 1909 LGU handbook there is a 
fabulous advertisement for:  ‘Beal’s Speciality Golf 
Skirt’ :’As worn by Miss May Hezlet and Miss Dorothy 
Campbell. ‘

A testimonial from Dorothy indicates: ‘Sir, I am 
extremely pleased with the golf skirt you have made 
for me. It is really beautifully cut and has a great 
advantage over other skirts of the kind, as it does 
not blow about in the wind and take one’s eye off 
the ball.’ The range they offered indicated that the 
finest was a king’s ransom at 30/-, but it was made 
of real hand-woven Harris Tweed and furthermore 
guaranteed. 

   She also wrote within CB Fry’s Magazine giving 
advice on appropriate dress for winter play. In 
addition there is the inevitable reference as to how 
to keep motor-caps secure in high winds, with veils 
and hat-pins galore. I can’t help thinking that Lottie 

HA Beal’s Speciality Golf Skirt, as endorsed by 
May Hezlet and Dorothy Campbell

Dod way back at the turn of the century had the 
right answer, with her little white tennis cap – and 
wonder why her highly practical idea did not catch 
on – maybe it was not considered lady-like.

A conveyer of amusing anecdotes
Besides endorsing garments Miss Campbell wrote 
for various periodicals including Golf Illustrated, 
and after her Birkdale victory of 1909, gave a report 
to her public, ever-eager as to know more of her 
inner most thoughts:  

when I put in the winning putt at Birkdale my first 
impression was that I was very lucky, but if I felt at 
all elated on my way to the pavilion my pride was 
dashed to the ground at the gate of the enclosure 
where the commissionaire in charge seized me by 
the shoulder, as I was entering and said in a stern 
voice, ‘Are you a golfer?’ I said, ‘Certainly not,’ 
but the press of people behind me carried me into 
the club garden, in spite of the remonstrances of 
the intelligent official.
 

According to Malcolm Crane, in his The Story of 
Ladies’ Golf (1991) the Champion responded to the 
commissionaire: ‘Not really, but I will have to collect 
the winner’s trophy anyway.’

The remarks of the crowds always amused our 
champion who related further via Golf Illustrated:

One elaborately attired lady said to a friend as she 
struggled through a bunker: ‘The man says Miss 
Campbell is dormy four. That’s very exciting, you 
know, it means she is two holes up.’ 

And another that will cause much amusement: 

A fair spectator was heard anxiously asking at the 
finish of a round: ‘Who is that man who always 
stands close to the flag?’ Her friend replied: ‘I do 
not know who he is, but they call him a stymie.’  

Commenting on the final, Cecil Leitch within her 
Golf (1922) stated that the final ‘was remarkable 
chiefly for Miss Campbell’s beautiful and deadly 
cleek play.’ 

After her 1909 British victory and subsequent 
celebrations back home in North Berwick, Miss 
Campbell took up the customary invitation and 
challenge to cross the Atlantic. This was to be the 
adventure of a lifetime and one that would change 
her very existence for ever. 

In our next issue Liz Pook will continue the 
fascinating story of ‘our legend of the links’ 
Dorothy Campbell Hurd Howe’ – and relate 
her sad passing at the tender age of only 61, 

far away from her North Berwick home town.
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Irish Musings
by John Hanna

Two Early Pioneers of Irish Golf
The important role in the development of golf 
in Ireland played by Dr Collier in Belfast, and 
Mr Thomas Gilroy in Dublin is not in any doubt. 
This was recognised in the Irish Golfer of August 
1899 when it described the part played by the 
two gentlemen. Such was the language of the late 
nineteenth century I consider it worth quoting their 
description verbatim: 

It was the enthusiasm, personal influence and 
organising capacity of two other gentlemen to 
which the establishment of golf in the Emerald Isle 
is due and to their careful nursing that its survival 
must be attributed. In 1881 as a result of several 
private conferences on the subject a meeting was 
held in the Chamber of Commerce in Belfast at 
which it was decided  to establish the first golf 
club in Ireland – the Royal Belfast. Not only was 
that meeting destined to be historic, largely due 
to Mr Sinclair’s energy and enterprise, but its 
being welcomed to the sanctum of the commercial 
metropolis of the country and honoured by the 
present of many of Belfast’s foremost citizens is 
also attributed to Sinclair. Mr Thomas Sinclair, 
now the Right Honourable Thomas Sinclair, 
was appointed the first Captain of the newly-
formed club and his persuasive eloquence which 
launched the Club and gave the game a place in 
the confidence of so many at the meeting who 
knew little or nothing of it from experience, 
was employed, and successfully, in securing 
recruits and that wisdom and humanity and 
self-effacement which characterised Mr Sinclair, 
were of invaluable service  in the difficult work 
of organising a club, necessarily of heterogeneous 
elements, of laying out a course to the pleasing of a 
large body of men, most of whom at that time had 
no knowledge, to act as a brake on their judgement, 
and of overcoming all the difficulties inseparable 
from pioneer work even in sport. The Kinnegar 
at Holywood was not either an attractive or an 
inspiring place for golf but for four years it was 
the only cradle for the infant game in the country, 
and for eleven it was the home of the Royal Belfast 
Club till 1892, when they were shot out of it by the 

War Office, who converted it into a rifle range and 
lighted on Carnalea, their present convenient and 
beautiful home, having suffered no injury by their 
rude experience. The Right Honourable Thomas 
Sinclair still pursues the game with an unabated 
enthusiasm, nor does he hold with the President 
of the United States that the Royal and Ancient 
game is inconsistent with the dignity that has been 
conferred upon him, and which all Irish golfers 
heartily join in wishing he may live long to enjoy. 

The language was no less flowery in describing 
Lumsden when it reported:

What Thomas Sinclair did for golf in Ulster, Mr 
John Lumsden has done for it in the rest of Ireland. 
Though a Scotsman by birth, Mr Lumsden has 
never seen the game played either in that home of 
golf or in India, where he afterwards resided. He 
was introduced to the game at Wimbledon about 
1884 but being a left-handed cricketer, it did not 
at first seem a game for him. A year later when 
on a solitary walk in Phoenix Park in Dublin, he 
resolved to make an attempt to start the game right 
there. Having secured clubs from Wimbledon, on 
Easter Monday in 1885 in company with his two 
sons and Mr Hugh McKean, the Royal Dublin 
Golf Club was formed without a public meeting, 
a resolution, or even a greenkeeper, when they 
started to play on an improvised course. It was an 
interesting, curious, and amusing start to Dublin 
golf to make. Mr Lumsden quickly got together 
a few members who held their meetings under a 
tree; funds were subscribed and a small clubhouse 
erected on a spot approved of in person by the 
late Sir Robert Hamilton, then Under Secretary. 
Besides the foursomes already mentioned the first 
members and players of the Club were Messrs 
John Brown, Caledon, Dolling, RH Charles, JM 
Gillies, Thomas Gilroy and Vernon Kyrke. After 
two years contest the grass of the Park obtained a 
decisive victory and the defeated golfers for nine 
months found breathing space on the Kosh, where 
the Sutton Club now holds sway. The place was 
found too small for players such as T Gilroy, RH 
Charles and Major D Kinloch, who was for some 
years on the committee. At this time the Club 
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Joseph Tatlow and the Founding of Royal 
County Down Golf Club
On researching for material on the Right Honourable 
Thomas Sinclair I came upon a most interesting 
article in a book entitled Forty Years of Railway Life 
in England, Scotland and Ireland by Joseph Tatlow. It 
sheds a completely new light on the founding of the 
(Royal) County Down Golf Club in 1889 and is not 
mentioned in A History of the Royal County Down Golf 
Club by James Henderson in 1958, or in Royal County 
Down Golf Club – The First Century by Harry McCaw 
and Brum Henderson 1988. James Tatlow must have 
been appointed General Manager of the Belfast and 
County Down Railway early in the 1880s, leaving in 
December 1890 to become Manager of the Midland 
Great Western Railway. In Chapter XIX of his book 
he writes:

Though not a golfer myself, never having taken 
to the game in earnest, or played on more than, 
perhaps, twenty occasions in my life, I may yet, I 
think, in a humble way, venture to claim inclusion 
amongst the pioneers of golf in Ireland, where 
until the year of 1881, it was unknown. In the 
autumn of that year the Right Honourable Thomas 
Sinclair, Dr Collier of British History fame, and 
Mr GL Baillie, a born golfer from Scotland, all 
three keen on the game, set themselves in Belfast 
the task of establishing a golf club there. They 
succeeded well, and soon the Belfast Golf Club, 
to which is now added the prefix Royal, was 

was threatened with extinction. In great straits, 
Mr Lumsden bethought himself of Dollymount, 
revisited it, and having come to terms with Mr 
Vernon, laid out in consultation with Mr Gilroy, 
the course which has been lengthened to what it 
is today. From its advent at Dollymount in 1888 
the Club has had uninterrupted and rapid success, 
the entrance rising in five years from £1 to 8 
guineas, and the annual subscription being raised 
to two pounds. Mr Lumsden was elected the first 
Captain, Colonel Stevenson, the first President, 
Mr Jas Stewart the first Secretary and Mr Vernon 
Kyrke the first Treasurer. Besides throwing 
himself into the organisation of the Royal Dublin 
Club, Mr Lumsden has been a regular player. Not 
only has he conquered his left-handedness – in 
which young left-handed players would be well 
advised to imitate him – but he has also attained a 
proficiency in the game that is not easily reached 
by men who begin in the middle life. He has in turn 
been President and Vice-President of the Club, is 
one of the vice-presidents of the Golfing Union of 
Ireland, and has been the friend and adviser of 
many young clubs throughout the South and West 
of Ireland.

It is interesting to note that this account of the 
founding of the Royal Dublin Club is at variance 
with that written by Commander Bill Gibson in 
Early Irish Golf. I consider his report to be seriously 
researched and more correct when he points out 
that a military golf club had existed in Phoenix Park 
since 1884.  

Thomas Sinclair John Lumsden
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opened. The ground for the first links was the 
Kinnegar at Hollywood, and on it the first match 
was played on St Stephen’s Day in 1881. That was 
the beginning of golf in Ireland. Mr Baillie was the 
Secretary of the Club until the end of 1887, when a 
strong desire to extend the boundaries of the Royal 
game in the land of his adoption led him to resign 
his position and cast around for pastures new. 
Portrush attracted him, engaged his energies, and 
on the 12th of May in 1888, a course which has since 
grown famous, was opened there. About this time 
I made his acquaintance and suggested Newcastle, 
the beautiful terminus of the County Down 
Railway, as another place. On a well-remembered 
day in December 1888, he accompanied me 
there, and together we explored the ground, and 
finished up with one of those excellent dinners for 
which the lessee of our refreshment rooms and 
his capable wife, (Mr and Mrs Lawrence) were 
famous, as many a golfer I am sure, recollects, Mr 
Baillie’s practised eye saw at once the splendid 
opportunities of Newcastle. Like myself, he was 
of an enthusiastic temperament, and we both 
rejoiced. I remembered the shekels that flowed to 
the coffers of the Glasgow and South Western from 
the Prestwick and Troon golf courses on their line, 
and visions of enrichment for my little railway 
rose before me. Very soon I induced my directors 
to adopt the view that the railway company must 
encourage and help the project. This done the 
course was clear. They were not so sanguine as I, 
but they had not lived in Scotland nor seen how the 
Royal game flourished there and how it brought 
prosperity to many a backward place. Mr Baillie’s 
energy, with the company’s co-operation to back 
it, were bound to succeed, and on the 23rd of March 
1889, with all the pomp and ceremony suitable to 
the occasion, (including special trains, and a fine 
luncheon given by the Directors of the Company) 
the Golf Links at Newcastle County Down, were 
formally opened by he late Lord Annesley. From 
that time onward golf in Ireland advanced by leaps 
and bounds. Including Newcastle, there were then 
in the whole country, only six clubs and now they 
number one hundred and sixty-eight. The Royal 
County Down Railway Company’s splendid hotel 
on the links at Newcastle, with its 140 rooms, and 
built at a cost of £100,000, I look on as the crowning 
glory of our golfing exploration that winter day in 
1888. To construct such a hotel, at such a cost, was 
a plucky adventure for a railway only possessing 
80 miles of line, but the County Down was always 
a plucky company, and the Right Honourable 
Thomas Andrews, its Chairman, to whom its 
inception and completion is chiefly due, was a 
bold, adventurous and successful man. 

Titanic Connection
Thomas Andrews’ son was also called Thomas, and 
is well-known as one of those who went down with 
the Titanic on the 14th of April 1912. A short story 
on his short but strenuous life and its tragic end 
is told in a little book written by Shan F Bullock. 

Sir Horace Plunkett wrote an introduction to it in 
which he says:

He was one of the noblest Irishmen Ulster has 
produced in modern times, to whom came the 
supreme test in circumstances demanding almost 
superhuman fortitude and self-control. There was 
not the wild excitement of battle to sustain him; 
death had to be faced calmly in order that others 
– to whom he could not even say farewell – might 
live. A few minutes before the end, so it is recorded, 
on the boat deck of the Titanic, the grandest sight 
of him was seen as he stood with wonderful calm, 
throwing overboard, deck chairs to those who 
were struggling in the water below. He had no 
thought of himself but only of duty and of others. 
Then came the end: the Titanic with a long slanting 
dive went down and with her Thomas Andrews. 
He was only 39, but had attained the position of 
Managing Director of the great Belfast firm of 
Harland and Wolff. I knew him as a boy, manly, 
handsome, High-spirited and clever – the father of 
the man. That this terrible tragedy shortened his 
life of his father was certain.  

References
The Irish Golfer Volume I
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Scotland and Ireland. Railway Gazette. 1920

New Members

We welcome the following new members to our 
Society and look forward to meeting them at 
future events.  Roger, Scott and Basil have all been 
involved in producing books that were reviewed 
recently in this magazine.

Richard Begg
Adrian Crowley
Sara Crowley
Elizabeth Earnshaw
Marc Forbes
Mike Jerrom
Roger Porter
Eric Powell
Scott Macpherson
Peter Rajchenbach
Wendy Russell
Basil Smith
Robert West

Australia
Worcester
Worcester
Solihull
Massa’setts
Sevenoaks
E. Grinstead
Sheffield
Edinburgh
Toulouse
Ashford
Harrogate
Ontario

Clubs, general
Books, balls
Books, balls
Handicapping
Putters
Clubs
Books, clubs
Books, clubs
Architecture
Books, clubs
Ladies golf
Books, general
Books, clubs
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Tom Williamson as a young professional 

FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS the Society has 
been invited to play in centenary events 
at courses designed by Tom Williamson. 

For those members who may ask, ‘Who is Tom 
Williamson?’ – he was the long-serving Professional 
at Notts Golf Club both at its original home at 
Bulwell Forest, and also at Hollinwell, where the 
Club moved to in 1901. 

Introduction to the game
Tom was born in Grantham in 1880. His father, 
Edmund, became Stationmaster at Bulwell Common, 
near Nottingham, and it seemed inevitable that Tom 
would follow in his father’s footsteps to work on the 
railways, until he failed an eyesight test. Edmund 
founded the Bulwell Artisan’s Golf Club, which 
was associated with the Notts Golf Club. During 
the early years of Notts Golf Club he looked after 
the members’ clubs in his house nearby, and young 

Tom Williamson 1880 - 1950

The life and career of the long-serving Notts GC Professional, reviewed by 
Tony Thorpe

Tom had the task of cleaning them.
The members were able to change in the 

Williamsons’ house and Mrs Williamson and her 
daughter provided teas and light refreshments. 
Tom was the first caddie at Bulwell Forest in 1887 at 
the tender age of seven years. 

Some eight years later in 1895, he moved to 
North Berwick to learn the art of club making in 
the workshop of JH Hutchinson, whose business 
was later incorporated into that of Ben Sayers. He 
returned to Nottingham in 1896 and was engaged 
‘temporarily’ by the Notts Golf Club as Professional, 
combined with duties as Head Greenkeeper, and 
in receipt of a wage of five shillings per week. 
Williamson remained with the Club for the next 54 
years until his death in 1950. This was at that time, 
a record length of service for a professional with 
any one club. He used to joke with members that 
he was still on trial because he was never formally 
asked to stay or leave. In 1921 Tom was made an 
Honorary Member of the Club, a fitting tribute to 
his loyal service.

A strong tournament record
Tom was a fine golfer and in 1897, played in his first 
Open Championship at Hoylake; he was to play in 
every Open Championship for the next 50 years. 
His last Open was in 1947, also on the Hoylake 
links. During these years of Open Championship 
golf his best ever achievement was fourth in 1914 
at Prestwick, but also with a creditable seventh in 
1907 and 1913, at Hoylake, and ninth in 1899 at 
Sandwich.

Tom Williamson also represented England 
against Scotland, (because at that time there were 
no other countries to compete against) every year 
from 1904 to 1913 and had the honour of being 
Captain from 1910 to 1913. He won his match on 
seven occasions and was beaten only once.

Closer to home he won the Midland Professional 
Stroke Play Championship in 1897, 1898, 1900, 1904, 
1911, 1920 and in 1922, and the Midland Challenge 
Cup in 1903, 1905, 1914, 1919 and 1925-1927.

In 1913 at Deal he partnered the great Harry 
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The English team at Deal in 1909. captained by Tom Williamson 

Vardon in winning the Sphere and Tatler Foursomes. 
The fine cup he won in this event he later presented 
to Notts Golf Club in 1946 to mark his 50 years with 
the Club. The cup is, perhaps inevitably, known as 
Tom’s Cup and is played for every year by the male 
members in a medal format. At the same time, he 
donated his 1904 Midlands Professional Stroke Play 
Championship Cup to the Notts Ladies Golf Club, 
who also play for it annually.

Tom was an original member of the Professional 
Golfers Association, was elected their Captain in 
1929 and later made an Honorary Life Member.

Tom Williamson was also a respected teacher and 
mentor to a great number of younger professionals 
who had their early training with him. Notts Golf 
Club became a hotbed of professionals who travelled 
widely to establish themselves in club jobs, – none 
more so than Tom’s brothers Edmund and Hugh. 
He also coached Enid Wilson to three successive 
British Ladies titles.

Tom Williamson was well respected by the 
Great Triumvirate, Harry Vardon, James Braid and 
JH Taylor, who often asked him to join them when 
playing in exhibition matches. There is no doubt 
that Tom’s professional duty and loyalty to The 
Notts Golf Club prevented him from aspiring to 
greater things in the playing world.

A prolific designer
Interlaced with this impressive record as a 
tournament professional and teacher, Tom was the 
designer and constructor of over 60 golf courses in 

the UK and curiously also in Zurich. He used to 
boast that he had worked on every course within 
a 60 mile radius of Nottingham. His interest in golf 
course design probably came about in or around 
1900 and more specifically in 1902 when, together 
with JH Taylor, he made certain recommendations 
for alterations and improvements to Willie Park 
Junior’s initial 1901 layout for the Hollinwell 
course. Later in 1911 he designed and laid out 
three holes to the west of the Hollinwell Clubhouse 
which reduced the amount of climbing for the older 
members, and at the same time gave the course two 
starting points.

Locally, and in the Midlands generally, he 
designed at least seventeen golf courses. Tom’s 
brothers Edmund and Hugh supervised the work 
on most of these projects. Tom was an early advocate 
in the use of plasticine models of new greens, a 
practice still used by modern day course architects 
in the industry.

Recent recognition
Tom has recently, been further honoured by Notts 
Golf Club, who have named a room on the first floor 
after him. It displays artefacts relating to him and is 
used by smaller visiting golf societies as a dining 
room; it is very worthwhile seeing when you visit 
Hollinwell.

Tony Thorpe and Keith Bilbie are researching the life 
and times of  Tom Williamson and would appreciate any 

information including copies of photographs.
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Fred McLeod

Notes on an early winner of the US Open 
by John Scarth

NEIL McLEOD FROM PORTREE in Skye, 
and his wife Marion, née Whigham, from 
Bolton, in East Lothian, had a son born on 

the 25th of April 1882 at Edington’s Cottage, back of 
the High Street, to the rear of the Commercial Hotel 
in Kirk Ports, North 
Berwick. They named the 
lad Frederick Robertson 
McLeod. Fred’s father 
Neil was a retired 
Chelsea Pensioner who 
organised a ginger beer 
stall beside the eighth 
green on the West Links. 
By 1891 the family – 
Neil, Marion, and Fred’s 
elder brother Patrick – 
were living above Alex 
Gardner’s grocery at 23 
Quality Street and Fred 
was attending the Public 
School in School Road 
whose headmaster was 
George Tait. 

First Steps in Golf
In June 1899 Fred was 
admitted as a member of 
the Bass Rock Golf Club – 
one of several that played 
over the municipal links 
at North Berwick. The 
Club Captain was his 
former Headmaster, who 
had a handicap of scratch. 
Within two years Fred’s handicap was reduced to +2 
and in December 1901 he was elected to the Club’s 
Committee. By the end of 1902 Fred’s handicap was 
+5 and on the 10th of March, 1903, he resigned from 
the Committee intimating that he was emigrating 
to the USA. 

Emigration
McLeod sailed from Liverpool during May 1903 
and obtained, possibly pre-arranged, the position 
of Professional at the Midlothian Country Club in 
Rockford, Illinois, where he remained for over eight 

years, succeeding the 1899 
US Open Champion, the 
Carnoustian Willie Smith. 
Within three weeks of 
arriving in the USA Fred 
had entered the US Open, 
held in June 1903 at the 
Baltusrol Golf Club. The 
Championship was won 
by another émigré from 
North Berwick, – Willie 
Anderson, a childhood 
friend and golfing rival 
over the West Links. 
The pair was to renew 
their rivalry in the 
New World over many 
championships and 
tournaments.

Success
A wisp of a man standing 
only five feet four inches 
tall, and weighing 118 
pounds, McLeod made 
himself into a great player. 
His first tournament 
victory was in the 1905 
Riverside Open, followed 
by the Western PGA title. 

He tied with Anderson at fifth place for the 1903 
Western Open. Similarly in the 1906 event they tied 
third, and again in 1907, they finished joint runners-
up. The following year, Anderson edged him out of 
the winning position by a single stroke. 

1908 was to prove the year of Fred’s greatest 

Fred in action during the 1920s
Image courtesy of the USGA
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triumph, his lone victory in the US Open at the 
Myopia Hunt Club. 

In 1909, Fred won the North and South Open 
at Pinehurst, finished a shot out of the playoff in 
both the 1910 and 1911 US Opens and won the 1912 
Shawnee Open. He was runner-up in the 1919 PGA 
Championship, which in those days was conducted 
by matchplay. The following year he won the North 
and South Open. 

In his club affiliations, he left Midlothian to join 
Columbia Country Club, Maryland in 1912 at a 
salary of 50 dollars a month. He remained there for 
over 50 years. 

McLeod finished third in Walter Hagen’s 1914 US 
Open, and continued to play in the event until 1931. 
He was to finish in the top ten no fewer than eight 
times. In other events he won the 1924 St Petersburg 
Open and the 1927 Maryland Open.

He returned to Britain to play in Bobby Jones’ 
1926 Open Championship at Royal Lytham and St 
Annes and took part in the informal match between 
British and American professionals, organised 
by Samuel Ryder at the Wentworth Golf Club. 
Ryder put up prize money for every member of 

the winning team and provided champagne and 
chicken sandwiches after the match. The British 
team ended up victors by 131/2 points to 11/2. The 
event was followed in 1927 by the first match for the 
Ryder Cup at Worcester Massachussetts. 

Later Years
In 1938 Fred won the USA PGA Seniors  
Championship at Augusta National Golf Club. 
He was elected to the PGA Hall of Fame in 1960. 
From 1963 until his death in 1976 Fred and Jock 
Hutchinson, as the oldest surviving national 
champions, became well-known when hitting the 
opening shots at the annual Masters Tournament. 

Fred McLeod died in 1976 and was buried at the 
Columbia Country Club in Maryland, USA.
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Fred (second left) partnered by Cyril Walker (right), played for the USA in the foursomes 
against Fred Robson (left) and Ted Ray (second right) in the proto-Ryder Cup match at Wentworth in 1926
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Letter from America
by Bunkie Foozle

THE AMERICAN COLLECTORS gathered in 
Dayton, Ohio in January for the annual swap 
fest and reports from dealers and buyers alike 

was positive. Somehow the weather cooperated 
for another year so instead of lugging their goods 
in a blizzard (a distinct possibility in America’s 
heartland during the first week of the New Year) 
collectors had weather they could almost play golf 
in. Almost.

Andrew Crewe, who has finally let out a two-
year deep breath now that he has passed the GCS 
presidency on to the unsuspecting Roger Hill 
engineered the gathering once again. He suggested 
vendors concentrate on bringing books this year, and 
although he would never admit that was because he 
wanted to build his own fledgling book collection, 
the ruse was a success. The only melancholy that 
could be tagged to the festival was the absence of 
GCS founder Bob Kuntz who rejoined co-founder 
and Roving Boy Joe Murdoch on the next tee. His 
loss from the roll call spawned a wealth of stories, 
anecdotes and memories of his years at the helm 
and all the collectors he fledged.

Accumulators from the UK and around the world 
can thank President George Bush for relegating the 
US currency to the toilet during his nearly eight 
tortuous years of fiscal ineptitude. With the peso, 
Euro, and probably the small shiny pebbles they 
use to trade in the outback of Botswana worth more 
than a US dollar, buyers find easy pickings no matter 
how over-valued Americas make their collectibles. 
Just one administration ago the Canadian dollar 
was worth about 75 cents American; now you need 
a buck ten to buy one. But on Bush’s list of overall 
negative accomplishments this is merely a footnote. 
Most Americans, and probably George himself can’t 
wait for January 20, 2009 when he can ride off into 
the sunset and jam up the first tee at Cape Arundel 
Golf Club, the terrific old Walter Travis design just 
outside the gates of the Bush summer palace at 
Walker Point on the coast of Maine.

Meanwhile Tiger Woods’ currency continues to 
rise. Besides peddling (not his parents’) Buicks 
and razorblades for Gillette he’s got his kisser on 
seven different flavors of sugar water, known to 
unsuspecting young athletes as Gatorade. My 
grandson who wisely sees through the advertising 
smoke screen reports that it tastes exactly the same 
as the 300 other varieties of Gatorade, but you can 
be sure the fist pump on the label will sell product.

This may be Tiger’s year to run the tables. Content 
as a father, swinging within himself instead of like a 
madman, managing the course like a 30-something 
and playing in only the events he damn well pleases 
gives him a chance to win not only all four majors, 
but every single tournament he enters. He really is 
that much better then anyone else out there, and 
they all know it. The only things that can stop him 
are dumb luck, his health and stamina and the rub 
of the green. But those are powerful forces when 
they conspire against you.

Two Yanks have penned an interesting book 
about Harry Vardon that is now available. Bob 
Labbance, who has the audacity to write about a 
Britisher, despite never having set foot in the UK 
(akin to ending your education after elementary 
school) and Brian Siplo have authored The Vardon 
Invasion: Harry’s 1900 Triumphant Tour of America. 
The 195-page book includes accounts of nearly 
90 matches Vardon played while living in luxury 
throughout the Americas. The book includes 
200 photos of Vardon at the matches and the 
kindergarten courses at the time he visited. 

Fortunately the UK-naïve Labbance had 
assistance from Siplo, who used to regularly buy 
relatively common golf books in the UK, sneak 
them past the border guards and sell them as rare 
manuscripts to unsuspecting Americans; and Tony 
Jacklin who lived in Vardon’s shadow on the Isle 
of Jersey and contributed a foreword. Ann Arbor 
Media Group of Michigan published the book but 
since they probably don’t stock many shelves in 

Through the Green, March 2008                   18



Scotland you can call Mr Siplo for a signed copy.

I’m sorry to report that this will be my last Letter from 
America. Ever since my dad, Willie Foozle arrived in 
America in the first decade of the 20th century, with 
me a tiny tike stuffed into the pocket of his golf bag 
I have been keeping an eye on the American golf 
scene. In the last few years my health has declined 
and I am now relegated to a wheelchair with little 
hope of making appearances at the important 
collecting events here in the Colonies. I shall turn Bunkie Foozle

the task over to younger men and bid adieu to the 
honorable and upright gentlemen and women who 
have been kind enough to take a few moments to 
read my ramblings. Keep your head down, chin up 
and eventually I’ll see you where ever Guinness is 
served in the afterlife.

Auction News
The Bonham’s sale at Chester brought out a 
good number of seasonally-deprived collectors 
on Saturday, the 26th of January with an attractive 
assembly of lots. It started briskly on toys and 
caddies with the first lot of a Play Golf tinplate toy 
from New York dating from the 1920s, making £720 
(including commission and tax) compared with an 
estimate of £350-700. A Bussy Automaton caddie 
made £1020 (£6–800) while an Osmond caddie 
made £696 (£550-800). 

Star item in the sale was a wooden headed 
putter by George Brews of Blackheath, formerly 
owned by Sam Ryder, marked with his initials, and 
with good family provenance. Eventually knocked 
down for £18,000 (est £20–30,000), it is believed to 
have gone to a good home at the PGA. Two modern 
oil paintings of Sam Ryder by Craig Campbell, 
made £3600 and £3000 respectively (£1000–500 and 
£1500–2500).  

Walter Hagen’s Ryder Cup bag (est £4-6000) 
failed to sell.

Within books, a good copy of Darwin’s Green 
Memories with its elegant dust jacket, made a 
whopping £720 (£5-800), comparing extravagantly 
with an unjacketed, but nevertheless ‘tight’ copy at 
a bargain £84 (£80-120). 

Within clubs a long-nose driver by Bob Dow 
of Montrose surprised the estimator with a price of 
£2800 (£4-600).

The fine 1826 Bruntsfield Links GS silver 
medal went unsold (£4-6000), while perhaps more 
surprisingly, a fierce bidding contest drove up 
the hammer price of Muriel Dodd’s 1913 Ladies’ 
Championship Gold Medal to £9840 (£3-5000). 
An 1885 silver gilt medal from Westward Ho!, 
originally won by Horace Hutchinson, made £1500 
(£6-800).

Ryder Cup dinner menus featured strongly, with 
that for the inaugural 1927 match at Worcester, 
Massachusetts making £3600 (£4-6000). Those for 
1935 and 1951 also did well at £2880 (£3-5000) and 
£2160 (£2500-4000).

Finally, an early print of Lees’s A Grand Match 
made £4920 (£3-5000).

Bonhams report upcoming valuation days at their 
respective offices as follows: Southport (24 April); 5 
Pilmour Place, St Andrews  (6 May); Edinburgh (8 
May); Glasgow (9 May); Winchester (3 September); 
Cardiff (4 September); Carlisle (7 October); 5 
Pilmour Place, St Andrews (8 October); Edinburgh 
(9 October); and Glasgow (10 October). Their Open 
Championship sale will be at Chester on Monday, 
the 14th of July, two days before the BGCS meeting 
at West Lancs GC. 

 
Old Golf Auctions report that their January inter-
net sale achieved a sales ratio of over 60% on the 
1150 items, with a further 15% sold in the after-
sales. They regard the golf memorabilia market as 
very buoyant.

Highlights included several individual post-
cards in excess of £300, with one sold at £600; a golf 
trophy (£2,300); a set of Ping clubs (£2,800); a 1910 
rules book (£500); a pair of 1900 golf shoes (£650); a 
jewellery box (£1,150); a 1952 Open Championship 
programme (£625); and a 1921 booklet by Crawford 
(£700).

Old Golf Auctions’ next two-week auction in the  
latter part of March has a early Philp putter, a Pipe-
shank watercolour and a large collection of books, 
programmes and balls.
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THE LEGACY OF THOSE VICTORIAN 
entrepreneurs who were mindful of golf in 
developing the railways is not confined to 

baronial hotels and championship courses in out of 
the way places. It embraces a miscellany of efforts to 
appeal to golfers who were seen as an affluent class. 
That this occurred largely in Scotland is because 
this is the home of golf, and golf and the railways 
not infrequently grew to compliment each other. 

On the East Coast
An example that is possibly unique is the Panmure 
Club at Barry Links. Originally the members who 
hailed from Dundee played at Monifieth, a fine 
links that was laid out in 1845 by the noted Allan 
Robertson and Alexander Pirie. Here they rented a 
little golf house right by the Dundee and Arbroath 
Railway. However, when the Company was 
constructing a station at Monifieth, it was suggested 
that they might kindly furnish a room for golfers. 
That was readily agreed. Then, as numbers grew, 
the railway company undertook to build a new 
clubroom right behind the station, just one minute 
from the first tee. So keen was the Company to 
encourage business to the line that in the course 
of negotiations the original request to pay 7.5% of 
the capital cost of £200 was reduced to 3.5%, The 
Company must have been satisfied for when the 
Club asked if they might buy the building, they 
declined. 

In the 1890s, the Club had the opportunity to 
buy the links. But they demurred. In stepped the 
Town Council, who snapped it up for £4000. When 
a hotel was proposed immediately in front of their 
clubhouse, umbrage was taken and for £1510 they 
bought 110 acres at Barry from the Earl of Dalhousie. 
This was alongside the railway and pronounced 
‘unpromising looking ground … consisting of large 
hummocks and deep ravines and marshy bottoms’. 
Here they created a secret world containing several 
holes of genius about which, to this day, they are 
perfectly content to say very little.  

Still anxious to retain the goodwill of golfers the 
Dundee and Arbroath renamed the station Barry 
Links and offered return tickets from Dundee at 
the new clubhouse for one penny. Moreover, on 
Wednesdays which was the early closing day, 
they inserted a stop at Barry Links on the 11.40 off 
Dundee and another on the 15.17 on the way back, 
so allowing several players plenty of time for the 
opportunity of a game. With the clubhouse modelled 
on that at Royal Calcutta – the prime refuge for 
those engaged in the principal source of Dundee’s 
wealth through jute – and caddies meeting the 
trains prepared to hump clubs and hand baggage 
for sixpence, members were as delighted as the 
railway company.  

But time has moved on. The station still exists 
as does the name Barry Links and, although you 
won’t see a golfer alight there any more, at the next 
stop down the line spectators at the Open are able 
to descend on Carnoustie. 

Yet even these days, within the Cairngorms it 
is possible to reach one golf club by steam trains 
staffed and operated by volunteers on the Strathspey 
Railway. They run from Aviemore  to Boat of Garten 
on selected summer days, quite often two or three 
times a week. 

The course is one of the prettiest in Scotland. 
Take that therefore to mean the UK. The station is 
adjacent to the clubhouse. So when the locomotives 
are in steam the ambience at the first seven holes is 
redolent of a bygone era and golfers steel themselves 
not to be disturbed by hooting, whistling, and gusts 
of smoke. In fact they thrive on it. Unlike the Moray 
Club at Lossiemouth, where the RAF’s Tornadoes 
challenge and deafen, play at Boat is enhanced by 
steam. 

The course came about initially as a recreation 
for railway workers. In the early 1890s, they built 
a six-hole course. Only the First betrays its humble 
origins and this has been remodelled in recent years 
to provide an engaging start to what will surely 
become a spell of enchantment. For gullies beckon, 

The Railways Interaction with Golf: Part 2

Ian Nalder
continues his story of how Victorian Edwardian railway companies promoted golf to the mutual 

advantage of both themselves, and the developing game 
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heather intrudes, and small greens on pinnacles 
tantalise. Never mind! The views rival those of 
Gleneagles and are bettered arguably only by those 
at Kingussie high in the mountains, two stops up 
the line from Aviemore to Perth. 

Biarritz of the North
Rather earlier, the North British Railway was to 
participate in the fortunes of North Berwick in 
becoming the premier resort on Scotland’s east 
coast. Founded in 1842, ten years after golf was 
first played there, the plan was to build a line from 
Edinburgh to Dunbar then to extend it to Berwick-
on-Tweed. Golfers were catered for, as they would 
alight at Drem to continue their journey via 
stagecoach, Then, to forestall the rival East Lothian 
& Tyne Valley Railway, in 1849 they constructed a 
line from Drem to North Berwick.

In 1856 golfers were treated to the Dandy Car, 
on this last leg of their journey,. This was frankly 
déjà vu as it resembled the stagecoach in having 
four large wheels. Additional seats were on the 
outside where the driver also sat, for the Dandy 
Car was horse-drawn. However it was unpopular 
as it proved cramped and not conducive to the 
conveyance of clubs. So the North British withdrew 
it and in a crafty move sold it to the Port Carlisle & 
Silloth Railway three years later.   

This was also the year when the North British 
entered into partnership with the town’s Royal 
Hotel, a venture that lasted for 64 years. With the 
resort acquiring a cachet for good air and good golf, 
and hotels springing up along with magnificent 
houses, many of which were rented out, the 
attractions for golfing families inspired longtime 
loyalty. Although in all honesty the station was not 
far from the course, this proved not near enough for 
some as in due course, the Company even added a 
golfers’ halt just short of the terminus. 

Long-distance travellers were courted too. Two 
through carriages from Kings Cross ran all summer 
long from 1913. Then in 1924, one coach would be 
detached at Drem for North Berwick from off the 
Edinburgh sleeper. Although that ceased in 1939, 
the stop at Drem in the sleeper was retained until 
1980 when patronage from ‘the quality’, and golfers 
bound for North Berwick, Muirfield or Gullane 
proved insufficient. 

The Far West
Meanwhile, far away on a distant part of Scotland’s 
west coast, a golf course was laid out in the same 
year as the building of a railway line. That was in 
1876. The original purpose of the line was to convey 
coal from the Duke of Argyll’s land at Kilkivan 
into Campbelltown. But with the golf course at 

Machrihanish under way, adjacent to the fabulous 
crescent of a beach and stunning sand dunes that 
were to become a magnet for holidaymakers from 
Clydeside arriving at Campbelltown by paddle 
steamer, there was ample reason to extend the line to 
Machrihanish. The market was substantial as of the 
136,000 who descended on the port between 1901 
and 1903, 22,000 would go on to visit Machrihansih 
by horse-drawn charabanc. The challenge to the little 
railway was clear and the company responded. 

Securing a Light Railway Order, a new company 
took over from the Light Railway and Campbelltown 
Coal Company. This was the Association of Argyll 
Railway. Raising £26,000, it extended the line 
to the harbour quay, to facilitate coal exports to 
Scandinavia and Prussia. Then driving the tracks 
west to Machrihanish and the Ugadale Arms, it 
retitled itself the Campbelltown and Machrihanish 
Light Railway. Confidence in such a sure-fire winner 
was immense. A profit of 5.7% on capital was readily 
envisaged. As for the little green and white coaches, 
they travelled the seven miles at 12.5mph and were 
known as ‘The Golfers’ Express’, even though the 
Company had the right to juggle the needs of golfers 
along with colliery shifts, schoolchildren, milk, 
football specials, troops in the Territorial Army, the 
Boy’s Brigade and happy campers.

That it worked for a time was evident. 
Machrihanish acquired the tag of ‘The Playground’ 
and was beloved of Glassgow’s wealthy, who 
would entertain each other at black tie dinners in 
their sumptuous summer residences overlooking 
the links.

Alive to all this was the Glasgow & South Western 
Railway. Like their competitors, the Caledonian & 
North British, they diversified into paddle steamers. 
Desiring regular sailings into Cambelltown rather 
than just excursions they planned to take over the 
little railway and develop tourism through a new 
hotel and another golf course that was to face on 
to Gigha. That this never came about was due to 
the Great War and the preference of the local Rural 
Transport District Committee for road versus rail. 
Then, when the miners went on strike and the 
colliery finally closed in 1928, the Railway’s finances 
were severely undermined. With the summer season 
at an end, passenger traffic dwindled. In the winter 
of 1931/32 the rolling stock was laid up. When 
extensive repairs were wanting, the funds simply 
were not there. After 25 years the sure-fire venture 
had collapsed.    

Yet golfers are forever keen to play on this 
charming links with arguably the most dramatic 
opening hole in the game. This skirts dunes above 
the west-facing crescent of silver white sand that 
spells death to the slightest suggestion of a draw. The 
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whole course is a treasure. Old-fashioned it may be 
in parts with greens in dells and some on parapets. 
But it is a real test of skill and finesse, with holes 
winding around in the dunes to create oblivion of 
the outside world in the mind of the golfer. 

The location is equally as removed from the 
world at large as it was a century ago. Though 
much may have changed out on the links the golfer 
will be totally unaware. This poem explains:

Edwardian summer days would see,
But barely seven miles away,
Packed steamers call at Campbelltown
With Glasgow folk on holiday.

There used to be a railway
To Machrihanish via the plain,
Its cargo principally coal
Or tourists on the golfers’ train.

Neat villas gazing seawards bear
Reminder of those well-heeled Scots
Who owned a summer sanctuary
Far off from moneyed honeypots.

Their view, so valued by those men,
Remains the same as yesteryear –
Beyond untrammelled silver sands
The Paps of Jura, Islay, Gigha.

But much has changed: no coal is mined,
No longer do the Boys Brigade
Parade the dunes at summer camp
To hunt for golf balls as they strayed.

Still, oystercatchers strut and delve
Where Canterbury bells grow free
Delighting players young and old,
At peace as in eternity.

Rye
One other golf course of acclaim that was accessed 
most readily by tram was Rye in East Sussex. 
Established in 1894, two years later a tramway was 
built especially to serve it. This started from below 
the ancient walls of this Cinque Port, so was a short 
walk from the town railway station. For twelve 
years the train ran to Golf Links station from where 
one could be in the clubhouse within three minutes. 
Then, sensibly, the line was extended to Camber 
Sands in order to capture the bucket and spade 
brigade. 

At the outset the tram was a success for it 
shuttled between town and golf course and would 
stop on request near the harbour, Fares were modest: 
fourpence for a second-class return and sixpence 

for first-class. As it was more reliable and twice as 
quick as a horse-drawn coach, business fulfilled the 
most rosy of expectations and a generous dividend 
of 7.5% delighted those initial investors who had 
put up £2,800. 18,000 tickets were sold in the first six 
months, not all of course, to those golfers of whom 
many will have travelled from London to Rye by 
rail in the first place.  

Soon however, the books became difficult 
to balance and in 1901 the Club as the principal 
beneficiary was approached for a subsidy. Entirely 
reasonably they contributed £25 and the following 
year increased this to £35 so that the services could 
continue throughout the winter. Highly desireable 
too as Rye has long been known as a winter course 
sans pareil. 

For 25 years the Club adopted various forms of 
financial assistance before calling a halt. By then, 
most members were arriving by car and even 
the holidaymakers at Camber were tending to 
choose bus. Yet although winter services ceased, 
the summer schedule continued through to 1939 
using the original rolling stock. More so than at 
Machrihanish, maintenance engineers must have 
done a superb job for the little trains endured for 
nearly 40 years whereas the stock in Kintyre ceased 
its useful life after 25.  

The Admiralty now took over the tramway 
and used it for the movement of stores to Rye 
Harbour. But on peace being restored the trains 
were pronounced as beyond economic repair, So 
another casualty was added to the long list of failed 
railways. 

Carlisle and Silloth
One unusual railway line resulted from the 
conversion of a canal that had begun to silt up. 
This ran from the City of Carlisle to Port Carlisle. 
On draining this in 1853, then replacing it with rail 
tracks and extending these to Silloth via Dryburgh, 
the Carlisle and Silloth Bay Dock & Railway gave the 
new port the much-needed boost and, interested in 
keeping Silloth’s railway functioning, they assisted 
its cash flow through buying their locomotives 
and rolling stock and leasing these back. Paddle 
steamers were now to operate from Silloth to 
Liverpool, Belfast and Dublin. So aiming to become 
a steam-packet station, the Carlisle men lavished 
£30,000 on acquiring 160 acres at Silloth to create a 
pleasing resort that the Bishop of Carlisle liked to 
describe as ‘The Torquay of the North’. Within six 
years this boldness had brought them to the edge of 
financial disaster. 

Now the North British were to buy them. Happy 
to carry on where the Carlisle men had left off, they 
set about developing Silloth to attract passengers 
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from far and near. Alas, as English 
companies were unwilling to patronise 
the Scots, the port began to meet 
stiff competition from neighbouring 
Maryport. Quickly the North British 
also grew disenchanted. 

Then came a lifeline. Recognising 
the new fashion for golf, they acquired 
land south of the railway terminus 
and docks, situated on ideal ground 
amongst mature duneland. The idea 
for the course came from the Chairman 
of the North British, Lord Tweeddale, 
a keen golfer himself, and recent past 
captain at North Berwick. The company 
initially took on the financing of the 
course, bringing down Davie Grant, 
one of the prominent professionals 
at North Berwick, to provide the first 
design. Only the best turf was laid and 
the whole preparation was exemplary. 
The outcome was unique: a Scottish 
course in England fully the equal of 
Machrihanish on land that until then 
had been a rabbit warren. The Company 
appointed the 1874 Open Champion, 
Mungo Park, as resident Professional/
Greenkeeper. 

But the initial experience was bad, 
with a couple of seasons of unprofitable 
pay and play arrangements for visitors 
and a small local membership. The 
Company successfully cut its losses by 
letting the course at a peppercorn rent 
to the Carlisle Golf Club, who merged 
with the locals to form Carlisle and 
Silloth in 1893. The railway company 
still supported the Club, in providing 
concessionary fares from Carlisle, and 
in facilitating the design expertise of 
Willie Park in an important post-Haskell 
course extension in the mid-1900s.  

The railway connection continued at 
Silloth into the 1920s, when the North 
British merged with the London and 
North Eastern Railway, whose chairman 
was William Whitelaw. His grandson, 
Willie Whitelaw, the politician, re-
established the family connection with 
the Club after winning a Cumbrian 
constituency in the 1950s and became 
the much-loved President of the Club 
up to the time of his death in 1999. The 
LNER eventually sold the course to the 
Club in the late 1930s for a modest sum 
that was soon recouped by the sale of 

The Ugadale Arms beside the course at Machrihanish

The two tram carriages at Rye behind the steam locomotive Victoria

The new ‘Golf House’ at Silloth was largely built on the proceeds of 
visitors’ fees. The former railway station can just be seen, behind left 

The trip from Rye to the golf 
links required a modest fare
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gravel used in the construction of a nearby wartime 
aerodrome.

Best known as the home of Cecil Leitch, who was 
the only golfer who could give Joyce Wethered a run 
for her money, the course would be far more visited 
and appreciated if only it was not so remote.

Back to the North East
Perhaps the inspiration for the interest in golf 
by railway companies can be credited to Brora. 
The railway arrived in 1970 and in 1892 the golf 
course opened. Striking the inaugural drive was 
the Duchess of Sutherland. Embarrassingly, her 
first attempt was an air shot. With accommodation 
in short supply, when one Andrew Ross built the 
Victoria Hotel behind the station, the Highland 
Railway was thoroughly supportive. Keen to 
induce travel from Glasgow they sang its praises 
and compared the cuisine to London’s Dorchester, 
doubtless knowing few could challenge. 

Whether this prompted the Great Northern to go 
ahead with their hotel and golf course at Cruden Bay 
is an open question, but most certainly the success 
of Ross persuaded the Highland to embark upon 
their venture at Dornoch with the Station Hotel. 
Now Ross was to change the name of the Victoria 
to the Station Hotel, either because he was suffering 
from the competition, or because the allegiance of 
The Highland had wavered and he saw no harm 
in a little confusion. At all events, ultimately things 
did not work out. In 1924, as so often happens 
with small hotels that struggle in Scotland, it burnt 
down.

Today Brora is beloved of former Open 
Champion Peter Thompson, who delights in its 
setting between the railway and the sea and the 
cattle and sheep who graze the course freely. 

Two other courses that the Highland was happy 
to promote were Golspie and Tain. James Braid was 
responsible for the former, laying this out in 1889. 
Golspie’s course is in three parts and has several 
outstanding holes. But it has always lived in the 
shadow of Dornoch which so captivated Roger 
and Joyce Wethered and the redoubtable Andrew 
Carnegie. Today there are four hotels and the 
railway still operates a quarter of a mile away.

Tain had the benefit of Old Tom Morris as 
designer and a certain later upgrading from John 
Sutherland of Dornoch, who knew a thing or two. 
Not a holiday resort on account of not boasting 
a sandy beach, it proved a pleasant place for 
retirement and the Highland Railway advertised 
its charms – healthy climate, admirable drainage, 
good water, and of course ready accessibility to 
good golf where the first tee is alongside the line, 
and but a short walk for the station. With seven 
trains daily and special weekend returns for golfers 

from Inverness costing 5s 4d, the journey times 
from Edinburgh and Glasgow at seven hours, and 
at fifteen from London, were detailed in all the 
official guides. Many would say that the golf here 
is the most enjoyable of all the North. Not a house 
is near and the course winds around to offer heath 
and links and the fastest of tortuous greens. 

Perhaps the course that most attracted Scots living 
in the London area was the Moray at Lossiemouth. 
The short-lived Morayshire Railway had reached 
here in 1852 but a profit on the line from Elgin was 
only ever attained for the first five years. Why this 
model town, that saw an early morning train for 
bathers, had to wait 37 years for a proper golf course 
is something of a mystery. Now the Great North of 
Scotland Railway was to promote its golf and the 
resort under the banner of the Moray Firth Riviera 
in canvassing golfing holidays and offering cheap 
returns to other golf courses too.    

When the LNER absorbed the GNOSR they ran a 
sleeper train direct from Kings Cross to Lossiemouth 
– the longest through service in Britain at 610 miles. 
This arrived at 10.20 and left at 16.05 to allow 
golfers both time for a game and refreshment. The 
need to build a hotel did not arise. The Stotfield and 
Marine Hotels were directly across the road from 
the clubhouse, with the former still in business. Like 
Tain, the course avoids the disadvantages associated 
with an ‘out and back’. Alternating between dunes 
and gorse, it calls for careful judgement of the wind. 
The best features are the testing par fours, notably 
the fourteenth green nestling by the firth, and the 
Eighteenth. Surely the best finishing holes in the 
game. 

Strathpeffer Spa should have been the principal 
station on the Dingwall and Skye Railway. That 
was the recommendation in 1863 of the eminent 
engineer Joseph Mitchell. But with local landowners 
objecting, the line bypassed the Spa. It only earned 
a spur in 1885 after the chief opponent had died. 
As this ‘Harrogate of the North’ was determined to 
emulate Nairn in having a golf course, Willie Park 
was invited to design it. Opening in 1888 it was 
upgraded to eighteen holes in 1907 when Arnaud 
Massy and Sandy Herd staged an exhibition match, 
with Herd scoring an amazing 66. 

With golf adding lustre to the Spa’s attractions the 
Highland Railway took the unusual step of buying 
a 16hp Albion motor, decorating it with slogans and 
sending it on a tour to the North of England. Now 
through carriages were to run from Kings Cross 
and Euston. On the last leg from Dingwall to the 
terminus they were hauled by a local locomotive 
christened ‘The Strathy’. The Highland, encouraged 
by their success at Dornoch with the Station Hotel, 
splashed out £50,000 on the Highland Hotel in the 
centre of the Spa and within walking distance of 
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the station. Resembling a prosperous 
chateau in the Medoc, and half as big 
again as their Dornoch venture, it 
reflected an almost absurd confidence. 
Opening in 1911, the timing was to 
prove disastrous. The War came all 
too soon and the Victorian fashion for 
taking the waters evaporated. In 1946 
passenger services were withdrawn. 

A not dissimilar misfortune 
affected Spey Bay in that the small 
yet elegant hotel, the Richmond and 
Gordon, was opened in 1911. This was 
four years after the imaginative layout 
of Ben Sayers first saw play. To mark 
this, in an exhibition, Arnaud Massy 
slaughtered Sandy Herd by eleven 
shots in shooting a 74, so obtaining 
revenge for his defeat at Strathpeffer. 
But for the railway the course would 
not have been laid out in such a 
remote if beautiful spot. With the small 
terminus close at hand permitting 600 
of the 3000 crowd to arrive by train, 
those later days of distinguished guests 
alighting from chauffeured limousines 
and enjoying black tie dinners were all 
too short.

As dark clouds hung over Europe 
and Britain went to war, the hotel 
changed hands. Afterwards patronage 
dwindled even though Prime Minister 
Ramsay Macdonald was a member 
and visited regularly. In the Second 
World War troops were billeted there. 
In 1963 it burnt down. Its replacement 
has now succumbed to wet and rot. 
With the railway long gone, the good 
days seem over. 

Meanwhile the course had all 
the magic of Royal West Norfolk 
at Brancaster, for it is blessed with 
forgiving turf, the cry of songbirds 
and call of sea, the richness of the 
heather, countless bumps and hollows, 
proximity of the tees to the Firth and 
astonishing views over the waters to 
distant mountains in the North West. 
Not to be missed while it is still there.  

A Morrisian figure presides over the green at Brora

Lossiemouth Links
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GEORGE DANIEL BROWN’S arrival at the 
Autumn Meeting of The Royal and Ancient 
Golf Club of St Andrews in 1860 must have 

raised a few surprised brows but he had already 
posted his intents to the golfing world a week 
earlier in Prestwick when he entered the lists for the 
Champions Belt, the inaugural playing of the Open 
Golf Championship. George was not only the first 
Englishman, indeed the first player from England to 
contest the Open Championship, but he was also the 
first English professional golfer. George, however, 
was also ground breaking in other, possibly more 
significant, respects.

The status of early Scottish professionals
Before GD Brown appeared on Prestwick links 
in 1860, a professional golfer was defined as any 
player who made himself available to carry a 
gentleman’s clubs. Few such professional golfers 
were accomplished players and some did not 
actually play the game at all. Those who were able 
players often partnered the gentleman in foursome’s 
golf whilst carrying the clubs. A few professionals 
were club makers. Andrew Strath was the first to 
be officially designated a ‘clubmaker’, working 
with James Wilson who chose, like Hugh Philp and 
Robert Forgan, to refer to themselves as ‘wrights’ 
on all official documents. They were, of course, 
professional golfers because they made their living 
from the game but coming from a background of 
the craft guilds, to these men clubmaking was not a 
recognised craft speciality. Neither Wilson nor Forgan 
ran a shop as such for they simply purveyed their 
wares from their workshop premises. Ballmakers, 
like Kirk, Brown and Herd in St Andrews at that 
time, similarly sold their wares from their domestic 
dwelling that was also their workplace. Neither St 
Andrews nor Musselburgh sported a golf shop per 
se. Perhaps it was absence of foresight or simply the 
lack of capital, but it is more likely that demand was 
not sufficient to warrant the investment.  GD Brown 
was clearly not of that opinion.

George Daniel Brown 
– A Golfing Enigma

It is fitting to find that the world’s first golf shop 
was established in St Andrews.  It is also a delightful 
irony to find that it was established by George 
Daniel Brown, a cockney born within hearing of 
London’s Bow Bells; a man with no connection with 
St Andrews whatsoever.  

Early Years
George was born in 1836 into a family of coopers 
working in Putney. His birth was registered in 
nearby Waltham Green although on some official 
documents he referred to his birthplace as Fulham, 
Brentford and sometimes Putney, closely connected 
London boroughs. It is not difficult to understand 
how George became familiar with golf, a game 
far from commonplace in mid-nineteenth century 
England. George was born and reared on the edge 
of Richmond Park, Putney Heath and Wimbledon 
Commons, the closest open spaces to central 
London; places well documented where ex-patriot 
Scots enjoyed what they could make of the game 
in public parkland. Perhaps George made himself 
available to carry clubs for the Scots gentlemen, 
became smitten by the game and resolved to 
make his life in it. On leaving school, George was 
apprenticed an articled clerk architect in Brentford 
but clearly did not complete the terms of his articles; 
throughout his life, on all official documents he 
gave his occupation as ‘gentleman’.

George declared himself a ‘gentleman’ on his 
marriage certificate when he eloped to Carlisle 
with Clara Child in 1857. Clara was the only child 
of Richard Bartholomew Child, a wealthy ‘ale 
merchant’ from Henley on Thames. 

Arrival at Prestwick
Irrespective of George’s perception of himself, the 
committee at Prestwick were prepared to overlook 
his ‘gentleman’ status and recognise him as a 
professional golfer when they drew up the order 
of play for the Championship Belt in 1860, for the 
inaugural event was open only to professional 

The story of the first Englishman to play in the Open Championship, told by 
David Malcolm and Peter Crabtree
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players. George was entered from the Blackheath 
Club, then the only properly constituted club in 
London. Although the Blackheath Club has no 
record of George as an employee, caddie and 
certainly not as a member, someone at Blackheath 
was prepared to vouch for his professional 
credentials. Furthermore, someone from Blackheath 
was prepared to recommend George as a ‘sober and 
respectable caddie’ for those were the credentials 
required by the Prestwick Club in their notice in 
the national press inviting Clubs to enter their best 
professional players. The Dunn twins were resident 
professionals at Blackheath in 1860 yet they were 
either not recommended or were not prepared 
to make the journey to Prestwick. Like other able 
players in Scotland they may have felt competing 
for a title with no money attached to it was hardly 
worthwhile, or, like others, they may have felt that 
Willie Park and Tom Morris were simply unbeatable.  
For whatever reason, the Dunn twins remained in 
Blackheath whilst George made the trip north at no 
little expense.

GD Brown’s play did not leave a significant 
impression in the inaugural Open. He took fifth place 
in a field of eight and, other than that of a striking 
oddity, he left no impression in St Andrews a week 
later when he contested the professional prizes at 
the R&A’s Autumn Meeting. It is clear, however, 
that St Andrews made a significant impression on 
him for, within a year, GD Brown was a resident St 

Andrews golf professional.

Business in St Andrews
Richard Bartholomew Child purchased the house, 
garden and workshop at 6 Pilmour Links from Mrs 
Philp, the widow of Hugh Philp the clubmaker 
who had carried out his craft from a stone work-
shed at the northern limits of the property facing 
the links. This was originally a cart shed built by 
William Fairful in the 1820s and had changed little 
throughout Philp’s time or during the five years 
of his nephew, Robert Forgan’s tenancy. In 1862, 
GD Brown had the shed re-roofed and raised with 
gables on which he had his name and wares painted 
in white lettering one foot high that could be read 
from the distant reaches of the links. Within the 
year, both Robert Forgan, who had moved next 
door, and James Wilson in Golf Place had signs put 
up over their premises as well. George clearly made 
a commercial impression on St Andrews.

It is also clear that, whatever misgivings Richard 
Bartholomew Child may have had about George 
when he eloped with his only daughter, by 1861 
he was prepared to forgive and forget when he 
purchased the Pilmour Links property to sponsor 
George in business. But it is, however, equally clear 
that George did not make a favourable impression 
on St Andrews’ insular townspeople. George was 
an outsider in every sense. Wearing a bowler hat 
at a rakish angle with a suit and waistcoat he was 

Tom Morris and Charlie Hunter at Prestwick in 1860. 
GD Brown, in a natty bowler, can be seen over Tom’s shoulder.  
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altogether different from the men of the links. 
He was not invited into the coterie of the local 
professionals making up the Operatives Golf Club 
and he did not partner R&A members in matches 
with other members partnering professionals. If he 
contested the professional prizes after the Club’s 
meetings his score was not recorded. Significantly, 
in the few professional matches in which he 
participated, he partnered Willie Park or Willie Dow 
from Musselburgh against the St Andrews duo, 
Tom Morris and Andrew Strath. Andrew Lang, a 
prominent literary figure of national repute, then a 
student at St Andrews, related: 

One GD Brown with a cricket style, and any 
amount of conceit … would floor me if there was 
money on it.  I had none; nor did I bet even when 
I might have made a good thing of it; but Tom 
Morris gave me £10 to stake against him. I never 
heard any more of the challenge of GD Brown. 
This no one knows till now. But Tom took the brag 
out of the upstart by this cunning ruse.  

Lang remarks paint a clear portrait of George, 
undoubtedly reflecting the townspeople’s 
perception of him perfectly.   

GD Brown lived for five years in St Andrews. 
He contested in three Open Championships as 
well as the 1864 Perth Tournament without notable 
success. In 1866, with the help of a bond from 
Provost Milton, Tom Morris purchased 6 Pilmour 
Links from Richard Bartholomew Child. As well 
as the house, garden and golf shop, Tom Morris 

An albumen print of the view up the eighteenth fairway on the Old Course in 1862. The name on the gable end of 
GD Brown’s shop, at 6 Pilmuir Links, overlooking what was to become the eighteenth green, can clearly be seen.

also purchased GD Brown’s ‘extensive stock’, 
immediately establishing his business. The shop 
that George originally established endures to this 
day as the Tom Morris Golf Shop.

George and Clara Brown left the town in 1866 
when they moved to Deal, near Sandwich, in 
Kent, taking up house with Mr Child whose wife 
had recently died. He lived, like his father-in-law 
as the census records show, from an ‘income from 
houses’. After Mr Child’s death in 1889, George 
and Clara moved to Broadstairs and into boarding 
accommodation. From there they returned to 
George’s roots, clearly destitute, to Camberwell in 
London where Clara died in April 1902 and George 
expired three months later. There is no record of 
George golfing in Kent or anywhere else after his 
departure from St Andrews. George Daniel Brown 
came and went from golf in six years but he left 
an indelible impression on the game. He remains 
as enigmatic a figure today as he surely was to 
the golfers of Scotland and the townspeople of St 
Andrews over 150 years ago.

The above article first appeared in the 
December 2007 issue of The Scots Magazine. 
It arose out of work by Dr Malcolm and Peter 
Crabtree in writing the new biography of Tom 

Morris, which is reviewed elsewhere in this 
magazine.
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Lengthening Hickory Shafts
The Scare Joint demonstrated by Philip Knowles

The scare joint was used for centuries in wooden-shafted golf clubs and provides a simple yet strong 
method for lengthening shafts that can be used confidently by hickory enthusiasts

Fig. 1. The scare joint is seen mostly on pre-1900 woods, 
much of it hidden from view by whipping thread

Fig. 7. Measure 4” from the end of the shortened butt

Fig. 6. Here is a more-severely cut down club, a 1920s 
brassie whose shaft is marked (blue) to show the bottom 
of the grip fitted to the shortened club; and (red) before 

shortening. It will be extended by a scare joint, the steps 
being shown in sequence. 

Fig. 5. Showing the approximate amount by which the 
club in Fig. 4 has been shortened

Fig. 4. A cut-down club, achieved by crudely sawing 
through the leather grip, cloth listing and hickory shaft. 

Fig. 3. The scare joint is strong, neat and versatile. It 
works well in the repair/extension of hickory clubs.

(upper) A short shaft has been lengthened by scare joint 
in the shop of a reputable St Andrews clubmaker. The 

scare is so perfectly made it is almost onvisible 
(indicated here by chalked marks)

(lower) The tip of a wood shaft originally cut as a scare 
has been converted for use as a socket head by means of 

another scare joint

Fig. 2. The old animal/fish glue used in construction 
is prone to decomposition. The scare can separate if the 
whipping is removed (Reassembly is straightforward)
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Fig. 8. Saw diagonally to produce the result shown in 
Fig. 9

Fig. 9. The tenon saw produces a good straight cut that 
is good for bonding 

Fig. 12. Roughen the two surfaces using saw blade or 
rasp, for good bonding

Fig. 15. When the adhesive has dried, drill and counter-
sink through the joint twice, in opposite directions

Fig. 13. The joint is now glued and placed in the vice

Fig. 14. Before tightening, use a straightedge to check 
alignment

Fig. 11. Ensure the two pieces mate satisfactorily. 
Though the clamp is shown, this would normally be 

done simply by hand

Fig. 10. Finding a suitable extension piece of the same 
diameter, again measure 4” and cut. Three important 

things to remember::
a) The straightness of the joint depends on precise  mea-

surement and execution of the cut on both pieces
b) align the grain (seen running across the butt) so that 

the extension matches the club
c) 4’’ of the extension piece will be lost in making the                  

scare
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Fig. 16. Insert two screws in opposing directions. Use 
filler to cover screwheads if necessary. Finally, rasp/sand 

to a smooth finish, including a crown on the butt end  

Fig. 19. Use any decent epoxy or wood adhesive. Either 
will do the job well. 

Fig, 18. Materials for extensions should ideally match 
like with like (hickory/hickory). Old walking sticks (but 
not cane) can be an option. Ramin dowelling, 5/8”- 3/4” 

is available from most DIY stores. 

Fig. 17. Three completed scare-jointed extensions of 
varying lengths and materials. (Contrast in staining is 

for benefit of the camera)

Determining the Length of a Club
One of the most critical questions is by how much 
to lengthen a club. The following table may be 
used as a guide.:

Woods
 Driver   43”
 Brassie  42”
 Spoon  411/4”
 Baffy  401/2”

Irons
 Cleek  40”
 Driving iron 39”
 Mid-iron 38”
 Mashie  37”
 Spade mashie 361/2”
 Mashie niblick 36”
 Niblick  35”
 Putter  35”

Notes
1. The table is offered as a guide and no more. 
There were few, if any, industry standards in the 
hickory era.
2. Measurements are from the point of the heel to 
the tip of the butt
3. Ladies’ clubs were generally 1” shorter than 
men’s.
4. Important. Measure by how much the cut-down 
club falls short of the length given in the table. 
Only if the shortfall is 11” or less is lengthening by 
scare feasible) because the completed joint must be 
concealed beneath the grip. 
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Pictures from Rye
by

David Stott

Nigel Notley

Rick van den Boom

Bill Wright

Campbell Boal

Andrew Reynolds,
Winner of the Scratch Trophy

Clive Mitchell, The Champion

Peggy Burles and Liz Macdonald Tina Lee, Wendy  Russell and France Chalton
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Introduction
Child labour in sport is often regarded as a 
relatively modern phenomenon, usually with 
exploitative implications, involving third-world 
workers producing sporting goods or teenage 
African footballers discarded when they failed to 
make the grade in Europe. There are, however, late 
nineteenth and early twentieth-century instances in 
Britain particularly the child caddie in golf. 

The perceived problems of such caddies were 
part of a wider issue in Edwardian Britain where 
a growing demand for child labour in occupations 
such as errand boys, machine minders and industrial 
packers was creating a pool of young workers, 
trained for nothing else and destined to swell the 
ranks of casual labourers as they became older and 
lost their jobs to younger and cheaper boys who in 
turn faced the same fate. The list of jobs put forward 
by commentators as part of the ‘boy labour’ issue 
did not include the golf caddie, yet within golf the 
situation of the boy caddie had became recognised. 
In 1909 Garden Smith, editor of Golf Illustrated, 
estimated that were 20,000 boys so employed, the 
mass of them living a ‘casual, irresponsible and 
purposeless life’. Three years later the Agenda 
Club, a nationalistic liberal organisation, actually 
undertook a survey on the caddie question which 
emphasised the ‘blind alley’ nature of the job.   

The Caddie Labour Market
The actual number of caddies is difficult to determine. 
Garden Smith reckoned on at least 20,000 in 1909 
while the Caddies Aid Association, set up by a 
group of golf club secretaries in 1911, estimated that 
12,000 were ‘employed regularly’. Whatever figure 
is taken there is no doubt that caddying was a niche 
child labour market that expanded significantly in 
the four decades before 1914. At many golf clubs 
playing without a caddie was socially unacceptable, 
even when not specifically regulated against. Before 
the invention of the golf bag in the 1890s it was also 
impractical. 

The majority of caddies were boys or young 
men with a leavening of adults and, at weekends, a 
staple of schoolboys to meet the peak demand. Most 

caddies were labelled second-class whose tasks 
were to carry clubs, make sand tees, replace divots, 
and clean clubs after the round.  Below them were 
the forecaddies, a hangover from the era when balls 
were expensive and terrain was hilly and rough. 
These were boys sent ahead with a flag to indicate 
when the fairway was clear and where balls had 
landed: both  duties became of reduced  importance 
as courses began to be laid out without hills as 
natural obstacles and balls became mass-produced 
with their loss less of a financial cost. Above them 
were the more experienced first-class caddies, who 
knew the intricacies of the local course. They did 
much the same as their second-class counterparts 
but also offered counsel to their employer of the 
day.  

The rise in demand was in specific local labour 
markets, often in areas where there had been no club 
before. The new clubs tapped fresh supplies from a 
reserve army of boy labour rather than competing 
against existing clubs in a limited market. Although 
some descriptions portray a horde of youngsters 
clamouring for work, the situation was probably 
not one of an oversupply of labour. Pairs, trios and 
quartets of golfers setting out at regular intervals 
over an eighteen-hole course demanded a large 
supply of bag carriers. This appears to be reflected 
in the pay rates, rates set by the club not the golfer or 
the caddie. At large clubs it was possible for caddies 
to earn fifteen shillings a week though ten shillings 
(exclusive of Sunday work) was more normal. 
Tips and food allowances could raise this by three 
shillings.  Such earnings provided a much needed 
injection of money into many local households.

Welfare Issues 
Caddies were relatively well paid for what they 
did. However critics considered such earnings 
demoralising as they encouraged youths to have 
false expectations of future income whilst at 
the same time the nature of caddying, with few 
transferable skills, offered little gateway to other 
gainful skilled employment. For some, albeit a 
minority, there was a future in golf. Of nineteen 
leading British professional golfers between 1890 

Child Work or Child Labour? 
The Caddie Question in Edwardian Golf

by Wray Vamplew
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and 1914, at least thirteen began their golfing careers 
as caddies. Golfing folklore also suggests that many, 
if not most, club professionals were also introduced 
to the sport in this way. Nevertheless, even under 
the most optimistic estimations, less than two per 
cent of caddies became club professionals. Others 
might secure apprenticeships as club-makers or 
they might progress to green-keeping posts. For 
most, however, caddying proved to be a dead end 
job. 

There was also a major moral issue. Whereas 
the boy labour issue was a work problem, the boy 
caddie issue was one of leisure. The caddie operated 
in a casual labour market where the demand for his 
services was dependent on the number of players 
on a particular day. Hence bad weather, transport 
disruptions and the change in seasons meant that 
there was no guarantee of employment. Moreover 
golfers tee off at intervals so potential caddies could 
wait around for a while before picking up a bag. 
The Agenda Club estimated that up to two-thirds of 
their time at a club could be spent not involved in 
caddying activities leading to a situation where ‘the 
regular caddie … has about five hours’ leisure five 
days a week, but nothing to do to fill them except 
idling or gambling’. The adult caddies, with whom 
the boys spent time waiting, were not seen as a 
leavening influence. 

Solutions?
At the micro level, individual clubs attempted 
to ameliorate the situation of their caddies via 
benevolent patronage, discipline, inculcating the 
habit of thrift and encouraging them to obtain 
education or training.

An annual treat was not uncommon; thrift 
clubs were rarer. Disciplining young caddies was 
regarded as a way of increasing moral fibre. Fines 
were levied for bad behaviour and for losing balls 
and they risked downgrading, suspension or even 
dismissal if they broke the working rules. Some 
clubs insisted that caddies worked on the course 
or undertook gardening around the clubhouse 
to fill in their waiting time. This inculcated habits 
of discipline and industry and, as club secretaries 
acknowledged, the club benefited from this cheap 
on-course labour. 

Education and training were seen in some 
quarters as the way forward for the caddie. 
Sunningdale, with the indefatigable HS Colt at the 
helm, organised their own evening classes, initially 
in carpentry and clubmaking, but later, also in ‘rural 
science’ which covered the basics of horticulture. 
The boys had to attend for a couple of hours at least 
twice a week for twenty weeks in the winter months. 
Several other clubs either encouraged or made such 
attendance at evening classes compulsory. One 

problem was that many opted to be trained in club-
making thus leading to an oversupply of labour in 
what was, thanks to increasing mechanisation, a 
declining sector of employment.

At the macro level, the first documented instance 
of collective concern for caddies, as distinct from 
that by particular clubs or individuals, came when 
an article about forming a caddies association 
appeared in The Times in 1906. This organisation did 
not get off the ground but eventually the Caddies 
Aid Society (CAS) was formed in the summer 
of 1911 and was supported by the Agenda Club, 
which gave it free use of office space. The originator 
was Mark Allerton, editor of the World of Golf, 
and the driving force came from the secretaries of 
Sunningdale, Walton Health and Mid Surrey, all 
of whom had already made their own attempts to 
ameliorate the problem. Early meetings included 
representatives from the Central Bureau of the 
Labour Exchange, the Board of Trade and the 
Apprenticeships and Skilled Labour Association. 
No caddies were invited to speak: indeed it is not 
apparent that caddies ever attended the meetings. 

The Caddies Aid Committee (CAC), a joint 
offspring of the CAS and the Agenda Club, set 
up regional committees to produce reports on 
working conditions, post-caddying prospects, and 
ways of improving both. Meetings discussed best 
practice and members suggested petitions to the 
Development Fund of the Board of Agriculture and 
the establishment of ‘Care Committees’ at each golf 
club.  All to little avail. Although by 1913 it was 
claimed that 25 ‘well-known’ clubs had adopted 
schemes in the interests of caddies as recommended 
by the CAC, this was not a high proportion of all 
clubs and not even half of the 60 (of 560 who had 
been appealed to) that had subscribed five shillings 
towards the publication debts of the Committee.

Government Legislation
An aggravating factor in the caddie labour market 
was the introduction of compulsory national 
insurance in 1912 as part of the Liberal Government’s 
social welfare policy. All workers aged 16 or over 
and their employers had to make contributions to 
funds which were to provide unemployment and 
medical benefits. Legally the clubs, not individual 
players, were the employers of caddies, and thus all 
liabilities and responsibilities, in connection with 
the Act, devolved upon them. Clubs responded 
by either adding a penny per round to the usual 
booking fee or not employing caddies once they 
reached the age of 16 and became subject to the 
legislation. 

The last three decades of the nineteenth century 
were a period in which childhood was progressively 
lengthened as compulsory full-time schooling, 
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introduced in 1870, replaced wage-earning as the 
accepted activity for many children. The age to 
which a child had to attend school had been first 
set at 10, raised to 11 in 1893 and to 12 in 1899. 
The demand for boy bag carriers by members of 
golf clubs was ‘a great temptation to poor parents’ 
looking to supplement the family income: so much 
so that in 1902 Chief Inspector Willis of the School 
Inspectorate reported on ‘children of nine, eight 
and even seven years old having been employed to 
drag clubs round the links.’ Eventually, however, 
particularly following the 1902 Education Act, 
school boards increasingly intervened and clubs 
had to employ boy caddies outside school hours; 
some clubs opted only to employ school children at 
weekends and school holidays. Nevertheless in the 
immediate pre-war years about half the children in 
elementary schools left between the ages of 12 and 
14. Some of those near a golf club did not have to 
look far for immediate employment. 

Conclusion
Unlike today where social concern over child 
employment is a matter both of protecting children 
and also of acknowledging their rights, in Edwardian 
Britain the emphasis was on protection. However, 
child welfare in golf remained a voluntary rather 
than a legislative commitment, dependent on the 
individual club. Although some of them took action 
to ameliorate the position of their caddies, provision 
was sporadic and certainly not comprehensive.  

Two caveats should be made. First no attention 
seems to have been given to girl caddies, either 
because of their relative insignificance or because, 
unlike some of the boys, they had no future in 
golf. Second, there is the question of geography. 
A distinction may have to be made between those 
clubs near great centres of population and those in 
the provinces with a dominant local industry such 
as in mining or seafaring areas where caddying 
was regarded as a stop gap until proper age and 
strength had been attained. Whatever their gender 
or location, all caddies lacked power in the master-
servant relationship of golf club employment, but 
additionally child caddies also experienced the 
impotence of the age relationship. Others, always 
older people, made decisions for them.

Clearly the child caddie suffered if the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child drafted by the United 
Nations in 1989 is applied retrospectively. There was 
no way in which the golf clubs or members followed 
the principle that the best interests of the child 
should be of primary concern. Yet by contemporary 
standards caddies were not exploited economically. 
Although they were often competing with adults in 
the caddie labour market, pay differentials and job 
opportunities generally reflected knowledge and 

experience not age. The introduction of National 
Insurance actually led to positive discrimination 
in favour of younger caddies but the increased 
enforcement of education legislation limited its 
impact on those still at school. Annual earnings were 
more than in most ‘blind alley’ jobs and the amount 
of time actually spent working much less. For boys 
the earnings were good but there was concern that 
this gave them a false view of life and led many 
not to prepare for the years after caddying. Non-
wage rewards were less generous with generally 
inadequate provision of food, shelter and sanitary 
arrangements. Some commentators saw possible 
health and moral problems in that the boys were 
often hanging round the club in all weathers waiting 
for employment, but, worse than this, was it might 
be done in the company of adult males who, except 
at long-established clubs, were regarded as men of 
dubious character.

If Edwardian caddying is assessed using the 
International Labour Organisation’s seven major 
characteristics of child labour today, on virtually 
no count can it be classed as child labour in the 
pejorative sense. They were certainly not working 
for very little pay nor working excessively long 
hours. Despite the temperament of some golfers 
and the severe strictures of some caddie-masters, 
generally the caddie could not be categorised 
as either working under physical, social or 
psychological strain or being subject to intimidation. 
Nor did the job lack stimulation (except possibly at 
times when waiting for a bag) or carry too much 
responsibility. Although the conditions out on the 
course could be climatically uncomfortable, even 
unhealthy at times, they were not working on the 
streets in generally unwholesome and dangerous 
conditions. Whether they were working too young 
is a subjective judgement, though ultimately school-
age children were restricted in their hours and days 
of employment. Perhaps an appropriate way to 
regard child caddying is to utilise the dichotomy 
between work activities that are socialising and 
those that are instrumental. The goal of the former is 
to educate the child in some way: for some caddies 
this occurred in that they acquired golf-specific skills 
that helped them progress to become clubmakers 
or club professionals. For the majority of caddies, 
however, their work clearly sat in the instrumental 
category being undertaken out of an economic need 
to enhance the family income.

Wray Vamplew is Professor of Sports History 
and Director of Research in Sports Studies at 

the University of Stirling. This study is part of 
a wider project on the development of the golf 
club as a British social institution before 1914.
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Fig. 1. The crosse has an ashwood shaft and a forged iron 
head with two strike faces. The elliptical choulette is 
made of hornbeam and measures 4.4 x 3.6 cm. The weight 
is approximately 28 grams. The surface of the choulette 
has five shallow grooves to improve flight characteristics. 
Distances of over 100 metres can be reached. On the 
Belgian side of the border, crosseurs experiment with 
nylon choulettes, with which distances of over 200 
metres can be achieved.

THE LAST SURVIVING RELATIVE of Scottish 
golf is Jeu de crosse. Crosse is mentioned under 
the  name  choule, together with the games of 

mail and colf in practically every book on the history 
of golf. Though mail and colf died ages ago, crosse 
is still being played by a few hundred crosseurs in 
the Belgian-French border region. The game is very 
ancient and was mentioned as long ago as the early 
fourteenth century.

The Game
Today the game is still played on wasteland 
and pastures. Crosseurs play with clubs (crosses), 
consisting of a wooden shaft with a metal head (Fig. 
1). The head ingeneously combines two strike faces 
in one: a plat face (long iron in golf) for distance and 

a pic face (short iron in golf) for difficult lies. With 
these clubs crosseurs hit an elliptical wooden ball, 
called a choulette towards a target – a metal plank, 
called a planchette measuring 180 cm high and 20 cm 
wide (Fig. 2).

Crosse is a team sport (two against two). One 
team, the chouleurs, tries to reach the target within a 
pre-determined number of strokes. The other team, 
the déchouleurs, tries to prevent that by hitting the 
ball away from the target. The teams hit the choulette 
in turn. The chouleurs hit three times, followed by 
only one hit from the déchouleurs.

St Anthony, patron saint of crosseurs
As good Catholics, the crosseurs found themselves 
a patron saint, namely St Anthony the Great. At the 

St Anthony The Great And Jeu De Crosse

The ancient club and ball game of crosse survives in the border region of Belgium and France. 
Geert and Sara Nijs discuss its history.

Fig. 2. The planchette as used on most crosse fields is 
180 cm high and 18-20 cm wide. Originally, a hole, a 
door, a wall, a tree or whatever was used as a target
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end of the 14th century, a hermit lived in the woods 
near the village of Havré, about ten km east of Mons 
(Bergen) in Wallonie, the French-speaking part of 
Belgium. He lived close to a small chapel, probably 
built in the 10th or 11th century, devoted to St Anthony 
the Abbot (also called ‘The Hermit’ or ‘The Great’), 
. At that time people visited or made pilgrimages to 
the chapel to pray for protection, especially against 
the plague and other diseases. We have not found 
any evidence that in that time, there were crosseurs 
who participated in these pilgrimages.

In 1387 AD, an epidemic of a severe contagious 
skin disease called ‘dry gangrene’ broke out. Many 
people went on a pilgrimage to the small chapel of St 
Anthony to pray for protection against this disease. 

After several miraculous cures the church 
authorities made the pilgrimage official. On the 
30th October 1389 AD, Pope Clemens VII gave 
permission to the Lord of Havré, knight Gérard 
d’Enghien, to build a larger chapel to St Anthony. 
This was built between 1406 and 1409 AD (Fig. 3).

Crosse on feast days
In the Middle Ages, work on the land during the 
summer left little time for relaxation. In winter, 
there was more time available for other activities. 
Pilgrimages to the Chapel at Havré were usually 

held on Sundays during the winter. These religious 
feasts had also a profane side. When the ceremonies 
in and around the centre of worship had finished, 
people came together for the fair, to play games, 
to meet each other and to eat, to drink and to sing. 
These feasts became major occasions for playing 
the game of crosse. The main pilgrimage in which 
thousands of believers participated was held on the 
17th of January, the name day of St Anthony, or on 
the previous or following Sunday

At the beginning of the pilgrimage the pilgrims 
would assemble in the centre of Mons and leave the 
city, making their way through the fields towards 
the chapel of their patron saint, with beating drums 
and flying colours, praying and singing. Their 
banners, scarves, sashes and cockades identified  
the various estates and villages of the crosseurs (Fig. 
4). Every crosseur proudly carried his crosse over his 
shoulder.

After the religious celebrations, attending the 
mass, kissing relics and singing religious songs, they 
also played the game in the fields around the Chapel, 
using the Chapel door as the final target (Fig. 5). The 
crosseurs also probably played ‘target crosse’ and 
‘longest drive’. The jeu de crosse pilgrimage became 
so popular that in the beginning of the fifteenth 
century a certain Raoul de Longherowe, an old 

Fig. 3. The life-size statue of St Anthony in the chapel 
at Havré, worn out by the time but still worshipped, as 

the candles and flowers show. When the crosseurs went 
on the pilgrimage to the chapel at Havré, a crosse (club) 

was placed in the right hand of the patron saint.

Fig. 4. The standard of one of the oldest crosse societies 
in Wallonie: the Royal Crosseurs Society of St Georges 
from the village of Erquelinnes. Such standards were 
probably carried when the crosseurs marched to the 

tournament fields.
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knight of the order of St Anthony, received approval 
to open a tavern in the vicinity of the Chapel. This 
house still exists under the name of La Longue Roïe, 
although it is no longer a tavern. There is still a small 
niche above the door, nowadays containing, instead 
of St Anthony the Abbot, the statue of St Anthony 
of Padova, the saint you pray to when you cannot 
find your golf ball in the rough. When the games 
finished at sunset, medals were awarded to the 
most powerful and skilled players. Crosseurs then 
returned to Mons with the victors proudly wearing 
the medals on their chest. A brass band or a group of 
tambours accompanied them with lighted torches. 
The first stop for many was the tavern of Raoul de 
Longherowe, where they celebrated the day’s play.

The crosseurs passed through the streets of Mons, 
shouting: ‘Vive Saint-Antoine’. They stopped at the 
tavern Chez l’Borgne in the Rue de Basse. Behind 
the window of the tavern a relief of St Anthony was 
placed with two lighted candles. It can still be seen 
in the Musée Folklorique in Mons; sadly, the tavern no 
longer exists. The conclusion of the day consisted 
of a traditional meal of rabbit, sprinkled with lots 
of beer. Weekly donations provided throughout the 
year gave sufficient money for such a festive day. 
They sang the centuries old song:

A Saint Antoine
On va crocher

Avec une soule et un 
macquet

Vive St Antoine

On the day of  St Anthony
We are going to play 

crosse
With a ball and a club

Long live St Anthony

During and after the tournament, incidents occurred 
and fights regularly broke out. Council and church 
authorities had to interfere. In a text from 1478, 
authorities warned that measures would be taken 
to prevent this bad behaviour. In the registry of 
the bailiff of Havré, dated 1775, the authorities 
expressed their concern about the farmers breaking 
the Chapel windows and decided that crosseurs 
should no longer play with iron crosses but that only 
wooden macquets should be used.

End of the feast days
According to local historians, St Anthony is the 
patron saint of all crosseurs since the jeu de crosse 
pilgrimage started at Havré. Today, in the Chapel of 
Havré nothing reminds us of its remarkable jeu de 
crosse history. It is a pity that such a tradition, kept 
alive for hundreds of years, has vanished forever. 
The surroundings of the Chapel have changed so 
dramatically that it is hardly possible to imagine 
how crosseurs went on a pilgrimage to St Anthony. 

Fig. 5. The door of the chapel of St Anthony was the final 
target for the crosseurs. It is not clear if this door is the 
original from the 15th century. The wood does not carry 
any damage from the impact of the many choulettes.

Fig. 6. The old tavern in the neighbourhood of the chapel, 
built by Raoul de Longherowe in the 15th century, still 
exists. In the small niche above the entrance a small 
statue of St Anthony is placed. 
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ON THE 20TH OF MAY 1898, Willie Park Jr 
and Willie Fernie were filmed playing the 
first hole of the first leg of their challenge 

match at Musselburgh. Willie Park Jr had won The 
Open Championship in 1887 and 1889, while Willie 
Fernie had won it in 1883. Park was then 34 years 
old and Fernie was 41.

It was a £100 a side 36 hole home-and-home 
match over Musselburgh and Troon. The first leg 
took place at Musselburgh on the 20th of May and 
Park finished the day 7 holes up. The match was 
played in what was described in Golf as ‘a strong 
troublesome, cold wind sweeping across the course 
from the sea’. Fortunately, there was enough 
daylight to be able to film.

The second leg was played on the 4th of June at 
Troon and Park won the match easily by an overall 
score of 13/12. Park was in fine form that year and 
four days after the challenge match ended, he took 
the lead at The Open by three shots. The next day, 
he had a three foot putt to tie Harry Vardon for the 
Championship and force a play-off. He missed it 
and settled for second place. Fernie finished seventh 
at Prestwick. Park and Fernie were both in fine form 
that year.1

The filming at Musselburgh is of immense 
historical importance as it was the earliest known 
professional golf match to be filmed and possibly 
the first time that any golf match or tournament had 
been filmed. How did this come about?  Indeed, 
who shot Willie Park Jr? How does this event fit into 
the context of early Scottish film making?  

Early Developments in Motion Pictures
The history of early film-making is very complicated 
as it depends on how one defines moving images. 
Nevertheless, most film historians agree that the 
history of cinema filming as we know it today 
began in Thomas Edison’s laboratories in New 
Jersey in 1889, when one of his senior staff, William 
Kennedy-Laurie Dickson began experiments that 

Who Shot Willie Park Jr?

The Place of the Park v Fernie Match in Early Scottish Film History
by 

Peter N Lewis

would lead to use of celluloid film being vertically 
fed into a camera. It must be stressed that Dickson 
and Edison were not working on projecting film 
onto a large screen. They were in fact working on 
seeing the moving image through a single viewer in 
a machine that came to be known as the Kinetoscope 
and the camera was to be called Kinetograph. The 
work progressed slowly and on the 14th of April 
1894, the world’s first Kinetoscope Parlour opened 
at 115 Broadway in New York City.  

The Kinetoscope was a very individual 
experience. One viewer could use one machine and 
the films were 40 feet in length, lasting about 30 
seconds. The machines used 35mm celluloid film 
with sprocket holes to keep it in place, which is still 
the basic technology used to this day.  

The first Kinetoscope Parlour in Britain opened 
on the 17th of October the same year at 70 Oxford 
Street. Now comes an amazing but accurate story 
that led to the birth of the British film industry. 
Edison, who normally zealously guarded his 
inventions with batteries of patents and lawyers, 
had neglected to patent the Kinetoscope in Britain 

Two Greek businessmen, George Georgiades and 
George Tragides decided to go into the Kinetoscope 
business and opened several parlours in London. 
They baulked at the cost of $300 per machine and 
were looking for a way to copy them. They were 
introduced to a 25 year old instrument maker 
named Robert Paul. Having ascertained that Edison 
had not patented the machines in Britain, Paul set 
about making copies of them in very late 1894 for 
Georgiades and Tragides as well as himself.

There was a bit of snag. Edison had copyrighted 
all his films and these were only available to official 
operators of the Kinetoscope.  Paul needed to make 
films to show on the machines, but to do that, 
he needed a camera. He in turn was introduced 
to Birt Acres, an American with a great deal of 
photographic experience. The two men met for the 
first time on the 4th of February 1895 and between 
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them, they had designed and produced the first 
movie camera in Britain by March. At this stage, 
it seems that they were primarily concerned with 
filming for Kinetoscope type machines and not with 
screen projection in mind.

However, events in France would broaden their 
thinking. In the autumn of 1894, Antoine Lumiere, 
a photographer, saw the Kinetoscope and took a 
length of film to his two sons, Auguste and Louis. 
He encouraged them to devise a similar system 
but one that would project the images onto a large 
screen. Again, with great speed, they were successful 
and patented the Cinematographe-Lumiere in 
France on the 13th of February 1895. This was the 
birth of ultimately projecting on to a screen. The 
Lumieres then set about making films that could 
be projected. Their first public demonstration of the 
new technology took place in Paris on the 22nd of 
March.2

A Sporting First
Meanwhile, back in England, Paul and Acres made 
their first trial film outside Acres’ house. Then on the 
30th of March, less than two months since their first 
meeting, Acres filmed the Oxford and Cambridge 
University Boat Race.

This was the first sporting event to be filmed in 
Britain. It is, of course, extremely interesting that one 
of the first films made in Britain was of a sporting 
event. At this stage, the intended destination for the 
film was a Paul version of the Kinetoscope, which 
went on public exhibition at the Empire of India 
Exhibition at Earls Court in May 1895.    

Paul and Acres made a small number of films 

through April 1895 and then on the 29th of May 1895, 
Acres filmed the Derby. There were three shots in 
the film: clearing the course; the race; and the crowd 
surging.  Like all their films at this time, they would 
have been around 50 feet in length and last 30 or so 
seconds. The Derby had the same advantage as the 
Boat Race, namely that the horses would come into 
view from a fixed point.3

In terms of screening motion pictures, Acres 
gave the first recorded demonstration of film 
projection in the UK on the 10th of January 1896 at the 
Lyonsdown Photographic Society, Barnet, using his 
new Kinetic Lantern projector. He gave additional 
demonstrations at the Royal Photographic Society 
on the 14th of January and again the next day at the 
Photograph Club.

There was a press showing of the Lumiere 
Cinematographe at the Polytechnic, Regent Street, 
London on the 20th of February and Robert Paul 
demonstrated his new Theatrograph system at the 
Finsbury Technical College in London the same 
day.4

The next day, the 21st of February, the Lumiere 
Cinematographe opened to the paying public at the 
Polytechnic for the start of a five-month run.5 This 
was the first projected screening to a paying public 
of motion pictures in Britain. The Lumiere brothers 
had decided in October 1895 to effectively license 
out their invention in the form of concessions rather 
than run the distribution business themselves. The 
London concession was granted to Felicien Trewey, 
a friend of the family. It was up to Trewey to exploit 
this new technology in the UK. He first approached 
the Alhambra Theatre in Leicester Square but was 

Robert Paul The Lumiere Brothers
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turned down on the grounds that ‘the novelty was 
not considered good enough’.  He then approached 
the Empire Theatre management, who insisted on a 
private demonstration on the 28th of February.  Still 
cautious, they then asked for a sneak preview at the 
matinee on Saturday the 7th of March. It finally went 
public on the 9th of March and proved to be rather 
successful; so much so that it was soon booked into 
other Empire theatres across the country.6

On the 2nd of March, Paul patented his second 
projector, the Theatrograph and it played at the 
Egyptian Hall, Piccadilly, London on the 19th of 
March, followed by Olympia, also in London two 
days later. On the 21st of March, Acres’ Kineopticon 
debuted to the paying public at 2 Piccadilly 
Mansions, Piccadilly Circus, London. On the  25th 
of March, Paul’s Animatograph (formerly the 
Theatrograph) went live at the Alhambra, whose 
management perhaps rued its dismissal of the 
Cinematograph.7 

As mentioned earlier, Trewey was one step 
ahead and the Cinematograph was booked into a 
number of different Empire Theatres and projected 
film screenings were about to make their debut in 
Scotland.

These early years in Scotland are not well 
documented. The Scotsman is not known for its 
comprehensive coverage of early cinematograph, as 
it was called in the years under review. Nevertheless, 
a survey of the coverage given in that paper can 
be very instructive for giving a flavour what was 
happening in Edinburgh, and to a lesser extent, 
Glasgow.  

A large advertisement in The Scotsman on 
the 13th of April 1896 heralded the arrival of the 
Cinematograph at the Empire Palace Theatre, 
Nicolson St, Edinburgh for  a six night engagement. 
In this early period, there was no concept of a 
dedicated cinema. The films were shown as part 
of a variety programme. Although top billed, the 
Cinematograph shared the bill at its first Edinburgh 
run with The Effire Quartette, Patti Weldon, Cee-Mee 
and Family, Ella Dean, The 4 MPs, Nita Clavering, 
The Leggetts and JW Rowley.  

It was the first of four short runs at the Empire 
Palace Theatre. The second run began on the 3rd of 
June. This time the advertisement in The Scotsman 
read:

Enormous Success. 
Enthusiastic reception of the original and only 
Lumiere’s Cinematograph from the Empire 
Theatre, London, under the sole management of 
Monsieur Trewey. 

There was also ‘a star variety company’, which 
the advertisement on the 10th of June revealed to 

have contained, among others, George Lockwood, 
The Karno Troupe, Tony Wilson and Clown and 
the Brothers Lupino. The advertisement for the 
second week of the run also boasted of ‘Change 
of Programme. Fresh Views. Originality, Not 
Imitation’.

The Derby comes to Scotland
Before exploring further what was happening in 
Scotland, we need to revert to Robert Paul and one 
of the seminal events in early film making, namely 
the shooting of the 1896 Derby, which took place on 
the 3rd of June. Paul and his assistants took up their 
position at Epsom on a cart near the finish line. The 
view is partially obstructed by the heads of some of 
the crowd. Looking at it today, one is hardly aware 
of the importance of the film. It lasts just over 30 
seconds and the horses are on camera for less than 
half that time. Indeed the winner is past the post 
within the first five seconds – hardly enough time to 
settle in one’s seat so to speak. The whole thing is a 
single shot from a single vantage point. Yet this film 
was the sensation of its day for two reasons. First 
was that the winner, Persimmon, belonged to the 
Prince of Wales and was a hugely popular winner. 
The second was that Paul managed to process 
the film in record time and have it on show at the 
Alhambra and Canterbury Theatres in London the 
next night.  Nothing like this had happened before. 
In many ways, it was the first filmed news report 
and a precursor to the newsreels.8  

It is known that Paul, or cameramen working 
for him, came to Glasgow in August 1896 and shot 
seven films. The first three were of the 92nd Gordon 
Highlanders marching out of their Maryhill Barracks. 
These were filmed on the 14th of August and could 
be joined together to form one film. The next day 
two films were shot of passengers disembarking 
from the passenger steamer SS Columba at Rothesay 
Pier.  The final two films were scenes of Argyle and 
Buchanan Streets in Glasgow.9

Another London based firm, W & D Downey 
(along with its subsidiary company J & F Downey) 
is also known to have filmed in Scotland in 1896. The 
Downeys, who were principally still photographers, 
received permission to film the Royal party at 
Balmoral on the 5th of October. Those filmed 
included Queen Victoria, the Emperor and Empress 
of Russia, the Duke and Duchess of Connaught, 
Prince Henry of Battenberg and Princess Victoria of 
Schleswigh-Holstein. Queen Victoria noted in her 
diary that ‘we were all photographed by Downey 
in the new cinematograph process, which makes 
moving pictures by winding off a reel of film. 
We were walking up and down and the children 
jumping about.’ A special screening was arranged 
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for the Queen at Windsor Castle on the 23rd of 
November.10

In between Paul’s and Downey’s trips, at least 
one Scottish firm began making films and this was 
Walker & Co, based in Aberdeen. William Walker 
was a book seller and stationery supplier who 
became interested in film making. As the Lumiere 
cinematograhe was not available to purchase, he 
bought the brand new Wrench Cinematograph (a 
British rival to Paul) in September 1896. Walker 
gave his first show on the 30th of September 1896 and 
soon began to make local films with his technician 
Paul Robello.11   

The films of this period were, of course, silent, 
shown without inter-title cards and very short.  
However, there was often a narrator and live music 
to accompany the films.  Audiences liked to see 
themselves; they liked views from trains; they liked 
humorous incidents; they liked views of exotic 
places across the sea and they liked sports. The 
success of a presentation rested on the variety of the 
films and the clarity of the images.  There was no 
concept of an extended narrative. 

The dates of Paul’s filming of the Derby and of 
Glasgow scenes help us to understand nascent film 
distribution in Scotland. As we have seen, Lumiere’s 
films were not the only show in town in 1896 and 
early film followed a different trend in Glasgow. 
Cinematograph made its debut in Glasgow in May 
1896 at the Glasgow Real Ice Skating Palace. Its 
advertisement in The Scotsman on the 28th of May 
1896 proudly proclaimed that ‘Till further notice, 
Skating on the most superb ice surface in Europe, 
Three sessions daily. …  The Palace Orchestra plays 
afternoon and evening.  Geo. Meagher, Champion 
Skater of the World.’  It then proclaimed:

Tonight!  Tonight! Tonight!  
The Cinematograph – Direct from London.  
The Cinematograph – The Century’s Sensation.  
The Cinematograph – The Rage of the Season.  
The Cinematographe – Scenes of Actual Life.  
The Cinematographe – The Cinematographe.  
Skating on the ice as Usual. 

The Skating Palace ran 34 advertisements from 
May until November that year. It also received 
six write-ups in The Scotsman. From some of the 
advertisements and one of the reviews, we can 
ascertain that the venue was receiving films from 
Robert Paul.

On the 19th of June, the Ice Skating Palace 
advertised that is was now showing ‘additional 
pictures today, including actual scenes on the 
course, race for the Derby – Persimmon wins.’  This, 
of course, is the aforementioned Paul film which 
had been shot on the 3rd of June.  So the Derby film 

had reached Glasgow in just over a fortnight.  
A review in The Scotsman on the 25th of August 

stated that ‘literally the Glasgow Ice Skating Palace 
is not entitled to that name at present, for the 
skating has been discontinued for the nonce, and 
the stage, which was formerly the abode of the 
cinematographe, is now occupied by a company 
of Vaudeville artists. … Though displaced from its 
pinnacle of supreme sovereignty, the cinematograph 
still held a place in the programme, and the scenes 
shown being local were perhaps of even more 
interest than ever. Views of Buchanan Street and 
Argyle Street were recognised with delight and 
vigorously applauded, and a wonderfully realistic 
scene of the Columba leaving Rothesay pier evoked 
great enthusiasm.’ These would be the films shot by 
Paul a fortnight earlier.

These Glasgow scenes were obviously very 
popular because a review on the 15th of September 
commented that ‘the Cinematographe, with 
a   number of local scenes, was a source of great 
amusement and interest to the audience’. In a further 
review on the 6th of October, the reviewer told readers 
that  ‘last evening the principal attraction was La Belle 
Rose in a series of kaleidoscopic dances, performed 
on a revolving globe. The cinematograph, with its 
selection of local views, called forth much interest. 
In presenting this clever invention the operatives 
are now highly skilled, and the well-known scenes 
presented are very realistic’. It is noteworthy that 
the film shows took second place to La Belle Rose 
and her revolving globe.

Another use of film shows took place at the 
Grand Theatre, Glasgow on the 15th of September. 
George Du Maurier’s play, Trilby paid a return visit 
to the theatre. The reviewer informed his readers 
that ‘instead of the customary curtain-raiser, a 
novelty was introduced by the substitution of the 
Cinematographe’.

Right at the end of the year, HE Moss12 
introduced films into his Waverley Market  
extravaganza. This time the advertisement on the 
21st of December boldly proclaimed ‘Important 
engagement, and first Appearance in Edinburgh 
of Paul’s  Cinematographe, introducing all new 
pictures, including Derby Day, with the Prince of 
Wales’ Persimmon passing the post.’ This may have 
all been new for Edinburgh audiences, but those in 
Glasgow had been able to see the featured film for 
the last six months. 

The use of films as part of popular entertainments 
outside of a theatre would become a major outlet in 
the coming years.  This was largely through their 
exploitation by travelling showmen at fairs and 
markets. The showmen circuit would become a 
very important method for distribution of films and 

43                Through the Green, March 2008



for films reaching increasing audiences. The ability 
to show films at the fairgrounds was undoubtedly 
aided by Robert Paul’s development of a mobile 
generator in April 1897.13  Permanent cinema 
buildings did not appear until the early years of the 
twentieth century.

More Technical Innovations
Again, through the pages of The Scotsman, we can 
get a feel for what was happening on the ground and 
especially in Edinburgh that year. On the 26th of April 
1897, an advertisement proclaimed the return to the 
Empire Palace Theatre a ‘visit for six nights and one 
matinee of the original Lumiere Cinematographe 
under the management of Monsieur Trewey with a 
new series of pictures selected from the following: 
Venetian Tramways, Arabian Market, Falls of the 
Rhine Water Chute, Panorama of Cologne, Policemen 
(Chicago), Rue Ben Aroun (Tunis), Dragoons Crossing 
the River, Cologne Cathedral, Brooklyn Bridge, Pathing 
in Ohio, Charge of Cavalry &c &c &c. Supported by 
a Powerful Variety Company’. This would prove 
to be the last engagement for the Lumiere package 
to the Empire. A month later, the Lumiere brothers 
changed their marketing strategy to offering their 
camera and their films directly for sale. This allowed 
them to concentrate solely on film production.

Another technological innovation made its 
debut at the Palace Theatre in London on the 18th of 
March 1897, ‘The American Biograph’, which soon 
found its way to Scotland.  The Biograph system 
had been developed in the States by Herman Casler 
and William Dickson, who had left Edison’s. The 
Biograph used 70 mm film rather than 35 mm Two 
months later, it arrived in Edinburgh. The Scotsman 
review on the 25th of May waxed lyrically about the 
effect:

The outstanding difference between the 
cinematograph and the Biograph is that the 
incidents and scenes photographed can be shown 
by the latter instrument life size, and in that way 
they assume a wonderfully realistic and life-like 
appearance. Looking last night at not a few of 
the pictures as they appeared on the screen, it 
was difficult to believe that is was only a pictorial 
representation that was being witnessed and not 
the actual reality. The Biograph is worked from 
the centre box at the back of the dress circle, and 
the fourteen or fifteen pictures which were shown 
were one and all projected upon the screen with 
a clearness and vividness which elicited loud 
applause.”14

It went on to report that ‘splendid effects were 
secured in such scenes as a stable on fire, and the 
rescue of the horses and cattle, the bubbling water 
below Niagara, a view of a New York Boulevard, 

the rush of the fire engines along a crowded New 
York street – one of the most realistic of all the 
lot, a couple of railway scenes with express trains 
approaching and disappearing; and there were 
several humorous pictures thrown on the screen, 
such as pillow fight in a bedroom among children, 
a black mother washing her black baby, and a 
little boy trying to wash a kitten, which caused the 
heartiest laughter.’

The report concluded saying that ‘the Biograph 
is certainly a wonderful invention, and the Empire 
should be well filled this week to see the marvellous 
effects that can be produced by it. There is a very 
fair variety programme besides.’  

In July, Moss booked Robert Paul’s films into 
the Empire Palace. The intrepid reviewer noted 
that ‘always on the search for new features of 
interest in variety business, Mr Moss has brought 
to the Empire Palace Theatre this week the latest 
London novelty – Mr Paul’s Animatograph. So far 
as could be seen from the front, this marvellous 
development of photography seems to differ little 
from the Cinematographe, which created no small 
sensation when it first appeared in the Empire.’ 
The main features of the programme were the films 
of Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee that had been shot 
in London a month earlier by Paul and were now 
making their Edinburgh debut. As he had done with 
the Derby in 1896, Paul was able to process his films 
so that they could be seen in London three days after 
the event. The reviewer went on to say that ‘a series 
of other interesting scenes were shown, including 
the last race for the Derby, and the parade of the fire 
brigades embraced in the Jubilee celebration. An 
excellent variety programme was also presented.”15

It should be noted that Paul’s Animatograph 
was not a new technology, but a newer version of 
the Theatrograph system. The reviewer picked 
up on this when he said it differed little from the 
Cinematographe.

However, Moss did bring a new invention to 
the Waverly Carnival Market in December – the 
Mutoscope. This was the first public exhibition of 
it in the UK. Like the Biograph, this was developed 
by Casler and Dickson, along with Henry Marvin. 
It was patented in America by Casler on the 21st of 
November 1894 and the camera for it was ready by 
early June 1895. It worked on the basic flicker book 
principle with the illusion of movement coming 
from a reel of still images being hand cranked.  The 
reel was seen by one person at a time using the 
viewer. The reviewer for The Scotsman on the 18th 
of December 1897 thought that the system ‘might 
readily take its place as an attraction to the drawing 
room or nursery’. In fact the large, bulky Mutoscope 
machines were destined for arcades and despite 
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efforts to the contrary, were associated with down-
market reels known now commonly referred to as 
‘What the Butler Saw’ or ‘Peep Shows’.16 

Another technical innovation made its debut 
in Scotland, which although it has nothing to do 
with moving image, is relevant to our story. This 
was the Kromscop, which was mentioned in The 
Scotsman on the 23rd of October. This was invented 
by Frederick Ives, an American, in 1892 and was an 
adjustable viewer for special three colour separation 
transparencies, a form of early colour photography.  
Just how this fits in will be seen shortly.   

The Mutoscope, the Kromscop and the 
Cinematograph were all advertised as being part 
of the show at the Waverly Market Carnival in 
December 1897.17

Far-seeing opticians
Another market for films became apparent in the 
pages of The Scotsman during 1897.  To date, we have 
seen that films were exhibited in theatres, fairs and 
carnivals.  They started being used by clubs, societies 
and other types of organisations to augment events 
being held.  For example, cinematograph featured 
at a meeting of the Edinburgh Photographic Society 
in March18 and at the Edinburgh Field Naturalists 
& Microscopical Society in October19. There was 
a “lantern entertainment and cinematograph 
exhibition by electric light every evening” at the 
International Photographic Exhibition in Glasgow 
in August20. 

In November the bazaar in aid of the building 
fund of the Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Murrayfield, included special entertainment in 
the form of ‘a company of pierriettes and pierrots 
and exhibitions of the Roentgen rays and the 
cinematograph’21. Also in November, ‘Mr and Mrs 
Ross-Campbell, elocutionists, gave a concert and 
recital in the Albert Hall, Edinburgh on Saturday 
night. …  The entertainment concluded with an 
exhibition of the cinematograph.”22

 Another example took place in September at 
inauguration of the Fourth Session of M’Adam 
Shorthand and Typewriting Institution. We are told 
that a lecture was to be ‘delivered by Mr George 
M’Adam on Sixty Years of Shorthand, in the Albert 
Hall, Shandwick Place on Thursday Evening, the 
30th September, 1897 at 7:30 pm. … Views by the 
Cinematograph and an Exhibition of Typewriting 
on the No 2 Ball Bearing Densmore Typewriter.”23

On the 31st of December, a Walter Amos gave a 
paper to the Edinburgh Association of Science and 
Art ‘on Scott’s country from an industrial, historical and 
literary point of view, and was profusely illustrated 
by limelight and cinematograph views’. This trend 
of exhibiting films at these types of events continues 

in 1898 and was becoming a viable market for the 
sale or rental of films. 

Something which did not appear in The Scotsman 
in 1896, began to appear in January 1897. These are 
advertisements for the sale of ‘cinematographs’. 
They probably referred to selling completed films 
and projectors. After all, the growing market in 
Scotland had to obtain films from somewhere. The 
first to advertise was a company which was to play a 
huge role in the story of the shooting of Willie Park.  
This was the firm of J Lizars, who were primarily 
opticians.  Lizars was founded by John Lizars in 1830 
and was based in Glasgow.  John Lizars died in 1879 
and after a three-year interval, management of the 
company was taken on by his son-in-law, Matthew 
Ballantine. Under him, the company began to sell 
cameras and also opened a store in Edinburgh in 
1895. Lizars not only sold cameras, but also designed 
and manufactured them. They won a bronze medal 
for photographic apparatus at the Glasgow & West 
of Scotland Exhibition in 1891 and a bronze medal at 
the Glasgow International Photographic Exhibition 
in 1897. They ran a series of advertisements in The 
Scotsman between January and September 1897.24 It 
was a standard advertisement which read:

Magic Lanterns, Cinemagraphs on sale or hire. 
Largest stock of Lanterns and slides in Britain 
to select from. Slides hired at 6d per dozen. The 
Cinemagraph is this season’s ideal entertainment.

In November, they began advertising that 
they were carrying Kromscop, here called 
the Photochromoscope. The advertisement 
proclaimed: 

Coloured Photography for the Drawing Room – 
The Photochromoscope [Ives Patent] is an optical 
instrument which accomplishes for light and 
colour what the Phonograph accomplishes for 
sound and the Cinematograph for motion; but this 
it does so perfectly that the object itself, be it fruit, 
flowers, or work of arts seems to stand before the 
eye. It is something which has to be seen to be 
believed. Price with 4 subjects £6.25

As mentioned, earlier, in September, they had won 
a Gold Medal at the International Photographic 
Exhibition for a hand held camera that was suitable 
for films or plates. So here is a company with 
ambitions and in the forefront of new technologies. 
In a short period they had opened a new location 
in Edinburgh and they were designing still 
photography cameras. They were selling moving 
pictures and possibly equipment and they were 
embracing the Photochromoscope as well. They 
were also making movies as we shall see.  

Another optician also moved into the 
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cinematograph business, James Buncle, whose 
premises were down the road from Lizars.  Buncle 
had just moved into a larger shop and was hiring 
out or selling lantern slides and films.26 Two other 
people involved in selling or renting films were 
JC Lumsden27 and William Hume28 Lumsden was 
a promoter of popular events, so this would have 
been a side business for him.  Hume was a scientific 
instrument maker like Robert Paul. In his first 
advertisement on the 29th of December 1897, he 
states: ‘Lantern Exhibitions. The Cinematograph for 
Moving Pictures. For illustrated Lectures, Soirees 
and Parties. Terms very moderate.’  It is clear that 
he saw the aforementioned soirees and social 
gatherings as a good market for hiring out films and 
projectors.  

Supply and Demand Both Growing 
We know that the aforementioned William Walker 
of Walker & Co, Aberdeen was active filming in 
189729 There were almost certainly other film makers 
active in Scotland, including possibly J Lizars, but 
more research will need to be done to locate them. 
Walker, as we have seen, specialised in local scenes. 
On the 23rd of May, he was given permission to film 
Queen Victoria departing from Ballater to Balmoral. 
In October, he was invited to give a screening to the 
Queen at Balmoral. He is also known to have filmed 
some Aberdeen street scenes that year as well as the 
Braemar Gathering.

Much the same pattern repeats itself in 1898. 
Lizars, Buncle, Hume and Lumsden all continued to 
advertise equipment hire or sale in The Scotsman,30 
with Lizars now claiming to have ‘the largest and 
best stock of latest instruments, films and slides in 
Britain’.31 Another optician, Fraser & Elphick also 
advertised in December 189832 and they claimed 
to have the best films available. Societies and clubs 
continued to show films as part of their meetings. 
Films were shown at Carrubber’s Close Gospel 
Temperance Association in January33, the Forth 
Division Royal Engineers (Volunteers) Submarine 
Mariners Annual Social Gathering34, the Norton 
Park Co-Operative Society Annual Social Meeting35 
and the Photographic Convention of the United 
Kingdom in July36. They were also shown at the Royal 
High School Athletic Club Bazaar and the Sabbath 
Free Breakfast Mission, both in December37.

At least 38 known films of  sporting events were 
made in the UK in 1898, of which the most popular 
was football (filmed seven times), followed by 
horse racing and cycling (both filmed five times). At 
least seven films had been shot of sporting events 
in March and another six in April. In March 1898, 
three football matches were filmed as well as the 
Grand National and the Oxford and Cambridge 

University Boat Race. In April various cycle events 
were filmed as was another football match and a 
water polo event. On the 6th May, the Jubilee Stakes 
at Kempton Park Races was filmed and the Derby 
would be held and filmed on the 25 May38.

So finally we reach May 1898. In a little over 
three years, a film industry had developed from 
virtually scratch in Britain and had been evolving 
in Scotland for just over two years.  There was an 
ever-increasing market for viewing films, whether 
in theatres as part of a variety programme, at the 
fairground or at social events.  However, this growth 
was not uniformly organic across the board.  Films 
were short and shown in a variety of locations. 
There was still no concept of a fixed abode – that 
would have to wait until the early years of the 20th 
century.  In terms of financial return, there were 
two main sources of income for the film maker.  
The first was to obtain a series of bookings through 
the various variety theatres as we have seen with 
the Lumieres with the Empire chain and Paul with 
the Alhambra theatre. British Biograph had a long 
term booking at the Palace Theatre in London. The 
second source was to sell copies of films outright. 
Those who bought films from the makers could then 
either exhibit them, sell them on to another party or 
hire them for events.  In 1898 films were sold on the 
basis of cost per foot of film with no premium for 
content.

Some companies such as the Warwick Trading 
Company and British Biograph were large, 
integrated organisations. Robert Paul built up a 
sizeable business as a film and equipment maker. 
There was no organised network of film distribution 
as would emerge later under the studio system.  Film 
makers had to continually update their catalogues 
so that they had more to sell. Those who bought 
and screened films were faced with the problem 
that they had to vary the bill for their audiences and 
also that films could wear out. Hence what we have 
seen in the advertisements at the Glasgow Skating 
Palace and the Empire Theatre where there is the 
occasional accent on new views to be seen.

Film makers were quite thin on the ground 
in Scotland with perhaps one person in each 
major town and very few of these are known. 
A few names have appeared in this narrative in 
the context of playing a part in the growth of the 
Scottish film industry. Lizars were (and still are) 
primarily opticians and purveyors of optical 
instruments as was Buncle. Hume was a scientific 
instrument maker while Lumsden was basically an 
entrepreneur and showman. The selling or hiring 
of film and the occasional making of films were a 
part of their business, but their businesses remained 
what they essentially were in terms of their core 
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activities. Film distribution, equipment hire and 
film making were seen mainly as additions to their 
main business activities. It is unclear at the moment 
to what extent Walker’s film activities overtook his 
book and stationery business.  

Fernie v Park
Three main points come out of the newspaper 
accounts of the Park v Fernie match. The first is 
the fact the match was filmed. The second is the 
revelation of who filmed it and the third is a detailed 
description of the play at the first hole, which can be 
matched up to the film.

It is known that Acres made a humorous film 
called Golfing Extraordinary in 189639. Prior to the 
Park/Fernie Match, there is no record of a proper 
professional golf match, first class amateur golf 
match, or for that matter any kind of real golf 
match having been filmed. The same applies to 
tournaments. 

It is always possible that a match was filmed 
before 1898, but has not survived and has left no 
trace in written records. Both may yet be discovered. 
However, at least one contemporary press report of 
the Park/Fernie match was not aware of any earlier 
matches or tournaments being filmed and stressed 
that it was an innovation.  The Musselburgh News 
on 27 May enthusiastically described the filming 
as ‘the first golf match so recorded’. If nothing else, 
this would indicate that no professional matches 
had been filmed in Scotland prior to this one. 

The report in Golf on the 27th of May took a 
rather more reactionary view of the proceedings  
and recorded that ‘a “battle royal” was therefore 
looked for when Park and Fernie faced the camera 
of a local cinematographer on the first tee on Friday 
– a new style of setting off which, by the way, we do 
not consider an improvement’.  Golf was a national 
weekly publication and the wording is not as 
definitive as The Musselburgh News but indicates that 
being filmed was certainly a novelty if not a ‘first’. 
The Scotsman reported on the 21st of May that ‘it may 
be mentioned that during the game cinematograph 
views were taken of some points in the play’.  This 
very bland statement neither indicates novelty nor 
innovation.

The cinematographer was not named in either 
The Scotsman or Golf report but the story behind the 
filming was given in The Musselburgh News report of 
the 27th of May:

The Cinematograph operations at the Musselburgh 
golf match on Friday last have been an unqualified 
success. Sharp negatives have been secured, and 
Musselburgh people as well as the outside public 
may soon have the opportunity of seeing a ‘living 
picture’ of several stages of the first golf match so 

recorded. It may be mentioned that the venture 
was due to the enterprise of Mr James Forster, 
chemist, Musselburgh, an enthusiastic amateur 
photographer. The firm of Lizars, opticians, 
Edinburgh, did the work, and are jointly interested 
in the matter.

The second leg was played in Troon on the 4th of 
June and there is the possibility that the second 
leg could have been filmed. The Musselburgh News 
on the 10th of June gave a very brief account of 
the match and then went on to report that ‘there 
were a few Musselburgh people through at Troon 
following the fortunes of Musselburgh’s favourite. 
These included Mr James Forster, chemist, who 
jointly with an Edinburgh firm of opticians 
and photographic manufacturers, is running a 
cinematograph enterprise in connection with the 
match, and has secured some excellent films’.

Although the report places Forster at the second 
leg of the match, it does not specifically say that the 
second leg was filmed. It is also unclear from this 
account whether the film of the first match had been 
screened.

We have already seen how Lizars were a 
very progressive firm and were in the forefront 
of new technologies and were advertising their 
cinematographic activities. James Forster was a 
pharmacist/chemist. In the 1901 census, his address 
was given as 103 High Street, Musselburgh where 
he lived with his wife and five children.  He was 32 
years old when the film was shot. Unfortunately, he 
contracted a form of TB and died in Edinburgh on 
the 8th June 1904 at the age of 3840.  

The use of the phrase in the newspaper report 
of ‘are jointly interested in the matter’ would 
imply that they had come to some sort of financial 
arrangement with regard to the cost of the filming 
and some kind of split of any financial returns. It is 
also implicit in the reporting that Forster had taken 
the initiative and brought Lizars into the project.

Obviously Forster and the management at Lizars 
felt that they could make money from exhibiting and 
selling copies of the film. No record has yet been 
found of the film being exhibited. The Musselburgh 
News report is a week after the match and it is clear 
that the film had not yet been screened. This is in 
contrast to the 1898 Derby, which took place five 
days later. This was filmed by the British Biograph 
company and shown that same night at the Palace 
Theatre in London.41

Their target audiences, as we have seen, would 
have been as part of a variety evening at the theatre, 
at the fairground or at a society or club event. 
Perhaps they thought golf clubs would pay to show 
the films. Another possibility is that they aimed 
to exhibit the film over the Whit Sunday holiday.  
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Whitsun in 1898 fell on the 29th of May, so this 
would fit in with the known fact that it had not been 
exhibited by the 27th of May. Also, perhaps, one day 
a record of the film being screened will be found.  

There is some evidence where Lizars might have 
shown the film. In October 1898, the company staged 
the Lizars Challenge Photographic Exhibition at the 
Fine Art Institute in Glasgow, as a marketing tool 
for their Challenge Camera42. It was reported that 
there were Lantern and Cinematograph shows 
each evening. Even more intriguing is an advert in 
The Scotsman, which ran on the 18th of September 
1899. JC Lumsden was publicising his holiday 
concert, which featured ‘Lizars’ Kinematograph’. 
This would imply that Lizars were making a more 
determined effort to pursue the exhibition side of 
their moving image business and had come to some 
kind of agreement with Lumsden with regard to his 
events and venues.

Nine days later, on the 29th of September 1899, 
Lizars gave a ‘cinematographic exhibition’ at a 
concert in North Berwick to raise funds for repairs to 
St Baldred’s Episcopal Church rectory43. It is logical, 
if completely devoid of actual evidence, that Lizars 
would have used these opportunities to screen the 
Park v Fernie match.

Finally, in September 1898, Lizars filmed the 
Braemar Gathering by Royal permission and 
were invited to give a special performance of 
the films at Balmoral on the 26th of October. The 
Scotsman reported on the 28th of October that ‘Mr 
R.T. Milne had the honour of exhibiting a series of 
cinematographs and dissolving views before the 
Empress Frederick and the Royal Family’.  The 
party included Queen Victoria and Princess Henry 
of Battenberg. It is highly likely that RT Milne was 
‘fronting’ the show while a technician operated the 
projector.There is no record of the golf match being 
included in the detailed programme there. The film 
of the Braemar Gathering is, to date, the only other 
known footage to have been shot by Lizars in 1898. 

Matthew Ballantine, the managing director of 
Lizars, retired from the business in 1905 at the age of 
42 to pursue a new career in theatrical management 
at the Pavilion Theatre in Glasgow44. The Pavilion 
had been built by Thomas Barrasford in 1904 as part 
of his plans to expand his theatres into a leading 
variety circuit.  Barrasford had a strong interest 
in film exhibition and in 1902 developed his own 
project device, the ‘Barrascope’ in conjunction 
with photographer Owen Brooks and engineer 
Fred Borland. That same year, he commissioned 
several films to be shot by Mitchell and Kenyon45. 
It seems likely that Lizars interest in film making 
and exhibition stemmed directly from Matthew 
Ballantine’s own interests in them. 

J Lizars merged with C Jeffrey Black in 1999 
to form Black & Lizars, one of Scotland’s leading 
opticians.46

The action
The film, as it survives today, lasts about 46 seconds 
(depending on the speed at which it is played), 
which is fairly standard for a 50 foot film. The 
first set up shows Park driving followed by Fernie 
coming into the same set up and also hitting his 
drive. The second set up shows Park chipping. The 
third shows Fernie chipping and the fourth and 
final shows Park starting to putt.  

The Musselburgh News on the 20th of May, same 
day as the match, described the opening hole as 
follows:

Park’s first shot went slight to the right and Fernie 
followed, the latter’s second drive still hugging 
the paling.  Park lay well for his second and got 
nicely up in his third. His putt failed to negotiate 
and the hole was halved.

The Scotsman reported that:

the match started with a half in 5, though Park 
almost deserved a 4, so grand was his cleek 
approach to the hole.  He, however, missed a putt 
which should have got down, and, as Fernie was 
dead with his like, honours were equal.  

So, it would appear that as well as showing the 
opening drives, the unnamed cameraman for Lizars 
filmed their third shots and the start of Park’s fourth.
There may have been more footage originally.  

The film ends very abruptly in the middle of Park 
putting. There are two explanations for the very 
sudden ending. The first is that the cameraman ran 
out of film. The second possibility is that the film 
has been cut at some point and more footage exists 
or existed. 

A film of 50 feet would be on the short side for 
1898. Precise film lengths are listed in Barnes for 
nineteen sports films shot in 1898. The longest was 
Arthur Cheetham’s film of the Blackburn Rovers 
versus West Bromwich Albion match at 250 feet 
(incidentally, this is the oldest known surviving 
film of a professional football match). The Nestle 
& Lever film of the Oxford and Cambridge Boat 
Race was 220 feet. A wrestling film by the European 
Blair Camera Company came in at 125 feet.  Paul’s 
film of the Derby was 80 feet while ten other sports 
events were 75 feet. The film of WG Grace’s Jubilee 
Procession was 55 feet while only three films, 
including the Park/Fernie match registered at 50 
feet.47  Given the effort that went into setting up the 
filming, I suspect that the abrupt ending is because 
the film has been broken at some stage. I would 

Through the Green, March 2008                   48



hazard a guess that it may have been originally 75 feet in 
length, which is more normal for 1898. If this was the case, 
then the film would have been 50% longer and probably 
would have shown at a minimum the completion of Park’s 
fourth shot and then some additional play48. 

The Lizars’ cameraman did a remarkable job. He is 
very close to the action and the noise of the camera must 
have been audible to the players. Neither Park nor Fernie 
show any reaction to the presence of the camera and at no 
time does either of them look directly at it. The action is 
caught very cleanly and clearly by the cinematographer.  

Unusually for sporting films of this period, there are 
virtually no crowd shots.  The only time the spectators 
can be seen is the opening set up of the film when they 
are visible behind both players as they hit their opening 
drives. There is no attempt to pick out the spectators. This 
is in direct contrast to many of the Mitchell and Kenyon 
sporting scenes filmed a couple of years later and to the 
1904 Vardon versus Braid match, which is the next oldest 
known surviving film of a golf match. The Vardon/Braid 
film lasts for 3’36” and just over half the film comprises of 
shots of the crowd, which is much more typical of early 
sports films.

So not only is the Park/Fernie match the oldest known 
surviving film of a golf match, it is purely a golf match with 
no extraneous footage. This is wonderful for historians but 
the absence of spectator scenes may have lessened its local 
commercial value.

The filming of the Park/Fernie match was a logical 
consequence of the rapid development of cinematography 
between 1895 and 1898. Filming had been rare in 1896 and 
was now commonplace. A whole host of other sports had 
already been filmed, so it was inevitable that somebody 
would try filming golf. It was an event waiting to happen 
and Park and Fernie were in the right place at the right 
time. We owe a debt of gratitude to James Forster for 
organising (and effectively acting as the producer) the 
filming. We owe an even greater debt to the firm of J Lizars 
who shot Willie Park so clearly and so competently.  

The R&A Film Archive
The Park v Fernie match is part of The R&A Film 
Archive, which contains over 3,300 hours of footage and 
programming. Within The R&A Film Archive, we have 
footage of every Open Championship since 1921 except 
for 1922, footage of 42 Amateur Championships since 1920 
and 27 Walker Cup Matches since 1926 as well as some 
exceptionally early footage dating from 1898 and 1904.  
Finally we have moving image in the form of Kinora Reels 
dating from around 1911.  

Some of the clips, especially the early ones, last a 
matter of seconds.  The material for the most recent 
Open Championships runs for thousands of hours. The 
archive not only illustrates the history of golf over the 
last 109 years, but also illustrates the history of moving 
image technology, whether it be film, Kinora Reels or TV – 

Images of Park (above) and Fernie (below) 
extracted from the 1898 film illustrate the 

free-flowing gutty ball swing. Familiar 
clubhouses can be seen in the background  

to the old first tee
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analogue, digital, high definition – the whole lot. 
The R&A have made a number of DVD disks 

featuring some of this material, which are on 
permanent display at the British Golf Museum as 
well as the World Golf Hall of Fame, the Canadian 
Golf Hall of Fame and at various temporary 
exhibitions including The R&A Stand at The Open 
Championship.

There is much which can be learned from 
viewing the footage, but also a great deal from 
understanding how and why this footage was shot.  
In my next article, I will look at the Kinora Reel 
technology and the ‘living pictures’ shot around 
1911 of the Great Triumvirate and other champion 
golfers.  What, the reader may ask, was a Kinora 
Reel? The answer to that will have to wait until the 
next instalment.49
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Golf Behind the Barbed Wire
by John Moreton

EARLY IN 1940 the Worcestershire Union of 
Golf Clubs organised foursomes competitions 
to raise money to ‘provide for soldiers 

serving in the Worcestershire regiments’. The prizes 
were minimal and in third place at a meeting at 
Blackwell the following year were Flight Lieutenant 
Ronnie Morgan and Jeff Allan of Moseley. This was 
Ronnie’s last success for three years for in July 1941 
his plane was shot down and he spent those years 
in Stalag Luft III. This was not the end of his golf, 
however. 

Also in the camp was Pat Ward-Thomas who later 
became the Guardian’s revered golf correspondent. 
In his autobiography Not Only Golf, Ward-Thomas 
describes how the prisoners gradually acquired golf 
clubs and manufactured their own balls from strips 
of rubber wound round a solid core and encased 
in beautifully-sewn leather covers very similar in 
appearance, size and weight, to featheries. Ronnie 
Morgan, a county golfer, was one of the adepts at 
this craft, along with Danny O’Brien, a Scottish 
international. Ronnie described the process in a 
letter home, which is quoted below. 

Another prisoner, Sydney Smith, had somehow 
obtained a hickory-shafted ladies mashie. He had 
made a primitive ball from wool and cotton wound 
round a carved piece of pine, which travelled about 
60 yards. When his colleagues asked if they could 
try, he replied: ‘make a ball and you can.’ And so 
Stalag Luft III bore an uncanny resemblance to 
Allan Robertson’s shop. 

Sagan (the other name for the camp) Golf Club 
was formed with twelve members and a course was 
needed. Places were chosen for tees and suitable 
targets to represent holes, such as tree stumps, poles 
and an incinerator door – shades of het kolven, the 
early Dutch version of golf. 

An eighteen-hole course was planned and to 
quote Ward-Thomas ‘in such a confined space (it) 
involved some dangerous if fascinating shots’. 
Several prisoners who had established garden 
plots were not best pleased when their prize 
tomato plants were decapitated by errant shots. A 
German officer’s morning ablutions were seriously 
disturbed by another mishit, to much laughter, the 
only reprisal being a request to move the tee!  

The guards also provided a spade to enable 
greens, or rather browns, to be created. The ground 
was cleared of stumps, levelled and covered with 

good yellow sand and smoothed with a home-
made squeegee. Ward-Thomas describes the course 
as measuring 850 yards, with a par of 29, the longest 
hole measuring 140 yards. He gives no further 
details but Ronnie Morgan wrote home in October 
1943, with a fuller account of events. Members of 
Sagan GC were fashioning shafts and making their 
own clubs from squashed tins and other discarded 
metal objects; the Red Cross also dropped a parcel 
containing the genuine articles. Ronnie wrote:

The golf goes on getting better and better as we find 
new ways of making clubs and balls, and as clubs 
arrive from neutral countries – who by the way 
are wonderfully generous to us. There are about 
a dozen proper clubs in the camp now, and about 
twenty home-made, so our nine-hole course gets 
plenty of play – from the early morning until it is 
too dark to see, We have recently run a foursomes 
competition off handicap – the 36-hole final takes 
place tomorrow – and we had 128 couples enter! 
Considering that most of the handicaps were 
purely guesswork it has run very smoothly. I had 
one of my pupils – an absolute beginner who has 
learnt very quickly – as my partner and we were 
knocked out in the fifth round. The lengths of the 
holes are approximately in yards 60, 90, 90, 40, 50, 
40, 100, 150 and the balls are now made of rubber 
(gleaned from several sources, such as burst 
football bladders, old gym shoe soles cut into 
strips) laboriously hand-wound and covered with 
leather from old shoes etc, hand-stitched – which 
takes about 4-5 hours – are incredibly good and 
give a range of about 120 yards with a full mashie 
shot! It is quite the best thing I’ve struck as a POW 
and is proving a godsend in filling in the days of 
waiting. 

Pat Ward-Thomas gives a fuller account of the 
technicalities of golf-ball manufacture in his book. 
He adds that he brought some balls back but 
Jack Nicklaus refused to hit one when offered the 
opportunity, in case it burst. 

Ronnie Morgan resumed his county golfing 
career in 1946, representing Worcestershire against 
Warwickshire in 1946. He captained the County’s 
first team in 1959 when they qualified for the national 
finals. Ronnie also enjoyed success representing his 
club, Moseley. He died in 1995. 

A photograph of one of the Stalag Luft III balls 
appeared in an earlier issue of Through the Green. 
The British Golf Museum and the USGA Museum 
each also have an example. 
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Several years ago I paid much too much for a 
copy of JH Taylor’s Golf: My Life’s Work. But 
when I opened the book I found a little present 
that helped me forget the price. It was a small 
newspaper cutting from 1949, a letter to the Editor 
of The Times, in which JH himself warns against the 
proposed changes in the rules of golf.

These changes, set to come into effect in 1950 
for a two-year period, included supplementing 
the stroke-and-distance penalty for driving out 
of bounds with distance only. The same penalty 
applied for an unplayable ball. The Rules 
committee of the Royal and Ancient apparently 
wasn’t too sure about the changes. So it conducted 
a referendum among the members. The outcome 

Wise Words from JH
was predictable. It was like asking motorists if 
they want free parking. Kenneth Chapman tells all 
about it in his book The Rules of the Green. 

JH’s and other traditionalists’ fears were 
confirmed in the 1950 Open at Troon. In the third 
round Roberto De Vicenzo buried his ball in a 
bunker by The Postage Stamp green. Instead of 
trying the difficult recovery he declared his ball 
unplayable, went back to the tee, hit his second 
shot on to the green and holed for a three. The 
saved shot helped him to finish second.

In 1952 the stroke-and-distance rule was 
reinstated. JH must have been pleased.

Pehr Thermaenius

(Pehr has submitted this item as of being of interest 
from the collecting viewpoint. We are keen to encourage 
other members to submit short articles about favourite 
items from their own collections, which they feel may be 
of interest to readers of TTG - Ed)  

IOW Ladies
Further research on the Victorian photograph 
of a ladies team, found on the Isle of Wight, and 
shown on p57 of the December issue of TTG,  
indicates that it may be the first Ladies County 
match played between Hampshire and Surrey in 
March 1900, at Royal Winchester GC. I was looking 
through the Hampshire Ladies County Golf 
Association centenary publication when I noticed 
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the details of the first County match. One of the 
players mentioned was Mrs Wingfield Stratford, 
who was County President and Lady Captain 
of the Needles GC and a member of Freshwater 
GC. There is a photograph of her in the book that 
bears a remarkable resemblance to a lady in the 
photo, who is shown sitting second from right in 
the front row. Although the match was supposed 
to have been ten a side, Surrey could only raise 
seven players, so the match was reduced to seven a 
side. Could this explain the fourteen ladies shown 
outside JH Taylor’s old workshop?

The Hampshire ladies who played are as 
follows: Mrs Ames (Captain, and also Ladies 
Captain of Royal Winchester; Mrs Florence 
Merriott (County Secretary and Secretary of Royal 
Winchester);  Mrs Wingfield Stratford; Miss Alice 

Ballentine (Captain of Bournemouth Ladies GC); 
Miss Le Fleming (no records available); Miss H 
Constance Hull (past Captain of Bournemouth); 
Miss Agnes Nicholson (a member of the Needles 
and Freshwater GCs). 

The Surrey Ladies were: Miss Phillips, Mrs 
Willock, Miss Hearson, Mrs Cameron, Mrs 
Michael, Mrs Hindeson and Mrs Chapman.

Help with further identifications is essential, 
in order to confirm this important piece of history. 
Can any specialists in ladies golf help?

The picture could well have been a copy in the 
possession of Mrs Wingfield Stratford, who was 
known to have lived in the property where it was 
found. 

Tony Gazzard
Tel. 01983 407725.

Corrections
John Laidlay at Dunbar
John Harris offers not so much corrections, as 
additions, to Lionel Freedman’s excellent account 
of the life and times of John Laidlay:

The Dunbar Professional, John Hastie, 1) 
was commissioned to lay out the Gezira 
course in Egypt. As a brief contemporary 
of in East Lothian, having (like Laidlay) 
a connection with Dunbar Golf Club, 
it would seem that the two men would 
probably at least have known each other.   
Laidlay won not one, but two medals at 2) 
Dunbar GC: the Roxburghe and the Club 
Gold Medals, both in the same year, 1884.  

Arnaud Massy
Jean-Bernard Kazmierczak clarifies an 
inconsistency between the caption on the 
photograph and the text of his article on Arnaud 
Massy: the donors of the three medals pictured 
on p.36 were the Golf Club de Paris, Grand Duke 
Michael Mikhailovich of Russia and the French 
Government.  

Rick van den Boom
Recent BGCS member Rick van den Boom was 
credited in the December TTG report of the English 
Hickory Championship as being a resident of 
Alkmaar, when in fact he lives in Haarlem, The 
Netherlands.

The Haunted Major: Prince Vladimir Demidoff
I have read  the December issue of Through the 
Green,  and wish to commend you for the high 
quality of the articles. 

 I was particularly impressed with David 
Hamilton’s research in The Haunted Major Revisited.  
I found the actual identities of the fictional 
characters to be quite illuminating;  however,  I 
would like to correct one small error. 

The character The Prince Vladimir Demidoff 
was identified as Grand Duke Michael of Russia, 
brother of Tsar Nicholas II, who would later be 
executed with other members of the royal family 
during the Russian Revolution. Grand Duke 
Michael Alexandrovich died in the Revolution, 
but he  has been confused with his relative Grand 
Duke Michael Mikhailovich.  Grand Duke Michael 
Mikhailovich was a first cousin of Tsar Alexander 
III who in turn was the father of Nicholas II and 
Michael Alexandrovich. The exiled Grand Duke 
Michael Mikhailovich was the founder of the 
Cannes Golf Club and the inspiration for the 
character  Prince Vladimir Demidoff. He died in 
London of influenza in 1929.

Bill Anderson
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Tom Morris of St Andrews
by 
David Malcolm and Peter Crabtree

Every so often, a book on the history of golf is 
published that expands our knowledge of the 
game and pushes out our understanding through 
its originality and width of coverage. Usually, but 
not always, the scholarliness and depth of content 
is complemented by the excellence of its production 
values. Pre-World War I, think of Clark’s Golf a 
Royal and Ancient Game, Hutchinson’s Badminton 
edition of Golf, and Hilton and Smith’s The Royal and 
Ancient Game of Golf. Since the last War we have had 
Darwin’s editorship of A History of Golf in Britain, 
Henderson and Stirk’s Golf in the Making, Ellis’s 
The Clubmaker’s Art and Hamilton’s Golf - Scotland’s 
Game. To my mind, this new book by David Malcolm 
and Peter Crabtree falls into this elite category.

The focus is certainly Old Tom and his life, but 
the more general theme is the development of golf 
over the period 1821 – 1908, as reflected by Tom 
and his family, and as influenced by them. Many 
familiar stories are there – but even on such a well-
covered subject there is so much more. In some cases 
debunking myths and correcting inaccuracies, but 
so often extending into new areas of understanding 
through painstaking research of new and original 
material. Obvious sources like previous histories, 
club archives and contemporary magazines and 
journals are explored. So too are the more obscure 
family wills and registers, legal documents and 
submissions, shipping rosters and burgh records, 
to give understanding of context and relationships 
between events: the effect of the financial adventures 
of an early English professional in St Andrews on the 
establishment of Tom’s business; the importance of 
the Prestwick connection on the wider development 
of the Morris family fortune; Tommy’s unexpected 
and surprising choice of bride; the reclamation 
and embankment of the Swilken Burn and its 
importance in the evolution of the present layout 
of the Old Course. These and other developments 
are all described and illustrated with fine exhibits 

drawn from diverse sources, including many of the 
great collections of the world. Many illustrations 
have never been published before. 

Design is by Chic Harper, whose work we 
have also seen with the history of the New Club, 
St Andrews. Format is just above A4 height, but 
broadened to give space for the many fine quality 
illustrations, in black and white, sepia and colour. 
This review is based on print-off from a pre-
production file, but the printing proofs of both 
text and illustrations are of the highest quality and 
materials specifications look equally good. There 
are two editions: the Swilken, in full morocco, with 
tipped in facsimiles of family documents, with 
a limited production run of only 80 copies; and 
the Subscribers, half-morocco with all edges gilt, 
limited to 385 copies. Excellence at this level does 
not come cheap and many members may baulk at 
the asking prices of £800 and £395 respectively. My 
own feeling is that like so many of their illustrious 
predecessors, these books will more than hold their 
value and that keen collectors may need to make 
special efforts, both to justify the immediate cost, 
and to raise the required finances. My heartfelt plea 
to the publishers is to retain the option at some later 
stage for a trade edition that will ensure the wider 
appreciation for this great work, that it so richly 
deserves. 

Review by John Pearson

R&A Golfer’s Handbook, 2008
edited by 
Renton Laidlaw

This year’s ‘golfer’s Wisden’ is now on the market 
at £50 for the cloth bound version and £25 for the 
card edition. The opening articles provide the usual 
informative and readable accounts of the events of 
the previous year with copious colour illustrations. 
Among these is a timely piece by Bruce Critchley 
recommending the preservation of our finest old 
courses. Imagine ‘this is a grade 1 listed course’ 
that does not require over 7000 yards to test the 
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best. Brief monthly summaries run through the 944 
pages, a new feature, and the details of each major 
are prefaced by a brief summary of the tournament, 
another pleasant innovation. All the usual records 
and information remain and readers will be delighted 
that Interesting Facts and Unusual Incidents makes a 
timely reappearance. The clubs and courses listings 
still lacks full details of a number of courses – a fault 
probably due more to the failure of club secretaries 
to respond than any editorial oversight; and the list 
of Slovenian clubs still contains only three courses, 
despite the information supplied by your reviewer 
some years ago. The greenest country in Europe now 
invites tourists to enjoy ten courses, one of which 
appears in the European Golf Association’s fixture 
list: The Slovenian Ladies Amateur Championship 
and the Slovenian Amateur Championship will be 
held at GC Moravske Toplice from 11th to 15th June.

I only spotted one serious typo that will delight 
the Curtis Cup selectors: apparently Marley Harris, 
née Baker, and later Spearman, ‘superb ambassador 
for golf in the 1950s and 1960s’ was born in 1988. 

Among the many items of interest is a tribute 
to Alan Elliot who has been made a life member of 
the R&A, after 53 years membership. He has been 
responsible for many years for the world-wide 
results and addresses sections of the handbook as 
well as marshalling many of the R&A’s events. He 
and his wife Heather also ran the Boys and Young 
Ladies Championships and Eden Tournaments for 
many years, operating from a Portakabin close to the 
first tee of the Eden course prior to the erection of 
the new Clubhouse. His honouring in this manner 
is well-deserved. 

Review by John Moreton 

Bring Me the Head of Sergio Garcia
by
Tom Cox

Readers who enjoyed Tom Cox’s previous book 
Nice Jumper, the account of his junior golfing days, 
may wish to pick up his story when, after a long 
break, he decided to return to golf. Thinking he 
might be good enough he signs up for the Europro 
Tour. In between he organises fun games for his 
friends, with as little success as his tour experiences. 
It is told with good humour and is very funny in 
parts. It is also rather sad that a good amateur golfer 
should waste his time and money chasing a dream. 
A good present for golf-mad nephews at £11.99 
from Waterstone’s. You may find a 3 for 2 sticker on 
the cover if you are lucky.  

Review by John Moreton

Frilford Heath Golf Club 1908 – 2008
by
Steven Baxter

Frilford Heath is an important and successful 
club with over 1000 members. Though founded 
comparatively late it was always blessed with a 
good original site of lowland Oxfordshire heath 
that was poor for agriculture, but possessed of the 
fine grasses and diverse habitats that make good 
golf courses. As membership grew, the Club was 
in a position to acquire extra land sufficient to 
accommodate their three full-size courses. 

This history of the Frilford Heath, by BGCS 
member Steven Baxter, charts the progress of the 
Club over the 100 years. Significant events include 
early exhibition matches with prominent amateurs 
and professionals, the membership of Cyril Tolley 
and Roger Wethered both during and after their time 
at Oxford University, and the trial match for the 1931 
Ryder Cup team, together with many subsequent 
amateur and professional tournaments. There is a 
good section, well-illustrated, on course geology 
and wild-life, and a comprehensive account of the 
design and construction of the latest championship 
course (opened in 1993), by its designer, Simon 
Gidman. 

The history comes case bound in large format, 
comprehensively illustrated with historic images 
and designed by Colin Reiners. We have come 
across Colin’s excellent design work before, notably 
in the centenary history of the Hotchkin Course 
at Woodhall Spa GC. He adopts a bold approach 
throughout, sometimes setting atmospheric images 
across a two-page spread, effortlessly melding them 
with the text.  

The book represents good value at £20 plus £3 
p&p (more for abroad) and can be obtained from 
The Secretary, Frilford Heath GC, Abingdon, 
Oxford, OX13 5NW.  

Review by John Pearson

Seve – The Official Biography
by
Severiano Ballesteros, as translated by 
Peter Bush

On 16th of July 2007 the most charismatic golfer of the 
last quarter of the twentieth century announced his 
retirement from competitive golf. It was significant 
enough for this to be announced on the BBC’s Radio 
3 News. That the Corporation’s dedicated classical 
music channel chose to report this was perhaps the 
finest tribute that could have been paid to Severiano 
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Ballesteros. Previously only one sporting item – the 
Ashes victory of 2005 – had been heard on this 
programme. 

Peter Bush has produced an excellent translation 
of Seve’s story. He describes his boyhood in the 
village of Pedrena and his early struggles to, 
first, play golf, and then find acceptance at a very 
elitist golf club. The importance of his family is 
stressed throughout the book. Seve’s elder brother 
Baldomero filling many roles as teacher, chaperone 
etc. while Manolo looked after the finances. 

Occasionally the writing takes flight: ‘An 
adolescent is like a partridge: his flight is noisy, but 
low and short-lived.’ Seve’s adolescence was spent 
mainly on the golf course, when he was learning to 
be a winner. He enjoyed some early local success 
and soon was sufficiently confident to enter the 
Open Championship. His reception in Britain was 
overwhelming and he regards the British galleries 
as the most knowledgeable in the world. 

He catalogues his many tournament victories 
and disappointments without dwelling on boring 
statistics but later the book takes a more sombre 
tone as he gives views on his disagreements with 
Ken Schofield and the PGA Tournament Committee 
in an attempt to set the record straight. 

It is not immodest of him to claim credit for 
the resurgence of the Ryder Cup although he 
acknowledges Jack Nicklaus’s influence as a major 
contribution. His dismay at the Spanish media’s 
treatment of the Valderrama tournament speaks for 
itself. For even the Spanish Golf Federation showed 
little support – the main local interest came from 
King Juan Carlos. 

After the break up of his marriage, which he 
treats very sensitively, Seve remains a proud, loyal, 
family man. This book is a must for his multitude of 
fans and more than worthy of the attention of those 
more sceptical of his importance  to European Golf. 
It is published by Yellow Jersey Press at £18.99, but 
I bought my copy for £4 less at Waterstone’s. It has 
even been offered at a mighty discount in some of 
the major supermarkets.

Review by John Moreton

Tales from the Q School
by
John Feinstein
Feinstein’s book is  full of sad stories as players 
attempt to qualify for the USPGA Tour at Q School. 
He follows the attempts of several players, including 
past Masters Champion Larry Mize and other Tour 
winners as they vie for the coveted cards. As most 
of these are people we have never heard of over 
here it is a slightly pointless exercise and I found the 

subtitle Inside Golf’s Fifth Major extremely arrogant. 
It does, however, give a clear exposition of what 
aspiring professionals have to go through if they 
are to tee it up with the genuine stars. Published by 
Sphere at £18.99. 

Review by John Moreton

Vale of Llangollen Golf Club Centenary
by 
Ken Williams

When George Houghton visited this then 9-hole 
course in the late 60s he wrote that ‘good fellowship 
buzzed’ and I am sure that if he could return today 
he would still find the same spirit pervading the 
new course and clubhouse. 
This was where the Eisteddfod was held, maybe it 
still is, and when a past captain had a hole in one it 
only cost him 5/3d as all the members were at the 
Eisteddfod.

As with many clubs Ken found a lack of material 
to work with as there were few records available 
especially for the ‘40s and ‘50s but from what has 
been obtained from members by way of photos and 
anecdotes he has pieced together a very pleasant 
read.

The Club was originally nine holes but were 
lucky in that they were situated in the Valley of the 
Dee and Robert Browning wrote of it ‘I received 
an impression of the beauty around me which 
continued ineffaceable during all subsequent 
experiences of varied foreign scenery, mountain, 
valley and river. Can I say more?’

Towards the end of the ‘60s consideration was 
given to extending the course to eighteen holes and 
at the same time for a new clubhouse. There was the 
usual dissent from some members but by the end 
of 1974 the new course and clubhouse were up and 
running. To this day like all others both have been 
reviewed and extended and no doubt will be well 
into their next century.

You get the impression from the book that this 
is a very friendly place to visit and like many other 
clubs around the country provide the backbone of 
the golfing fraternity. As there is a picture of our 
President, John Beharrell, in the book he may be 
able to endorse my sentiments. It would appear 
that John may have played against Harry Weetman 
there at some time and as no description or result is 
given he may be willing to enlighten us some day.

The book is produced in card covers, is priced at 
£10 and available from the Club post-free, with the 
centenary calendar thrown-in for BGCS members. 
There may be extra postage for abroad. 

Review by Hamish Ewan 
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