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Captain’s 
Letter
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ALWAYS GLAD to host ‘golf heritage’ visi-
tors here in St Andrews, and Peter Toogood 
who runs the Australian Golf Museum in 

Tasmania, came through. Now a spry 70-something 
year-old, he was leading amateur in the Birkdale 
Open of 1954. He hits a sweet hickory in Tasmania 
now and, knowing everyone in Australian golf, has 
built up a great collection at his Museum.  Exactly 
50 years ago, at St Andrews, his was the key win 
in the Australian team’s triumph in the inaugural 
Eisenhower event: astonishingly, he had not been 
back to St Andrews since then. We walked and 
talked, and he re-took his historic putt on the 
seventeenth green.  An exciting moment was when 
Peter Lewis at the Museum here told us the huge 
golden Eisenhower Trophy was still in the vaults, 
available to be seen and photographed with Peter. 

~·~
The continuing BGCS circuit was busy. The Stone-
haven gathering was wet, windy and exposed, but 
even with a sleeper on the train from the nearby 
station, I couldn’t get to the Hunstanton gathering 
in time next day. However I did reach historic Royal 
Worlington by next evening, in time for a pint in the 
local.  It has maps of the Old Course on the wall, and 
I listened to locals grumbling about their disasters 
on the links.  Just like home. 

Then with Nigel Notley’s help getting to Stansted 
nearby, I was off to the EAGHC (European 
Association of Golf Collectors and Historians) 
meeting in Austria, run with enthusiasm by 
Christoph Meister and J-B Kazmierczak, getting 
there by Ryanair for pennies, using the scenic 
route to Budapest, then by train to join John Hanna 
and Alan and Jean Jackson at Bad Ischl. The stars 
of the discussion group were Geert and Sara Nijs 
speaking on their new book on choule (crosse), and 
then followed the remarkable story given skilfully 
by Prokop Sedlak of the ups, downs, and ups again 
of Czech Republic golf, disturbed by two European 
wars, then by anti-golf Soviet ideology. 

~·~
The Little Aston centenary match went well, 
guided by President John Beharrell. The Rye two-
day meet was graciously hosted again by Tim 
Smartt and Alison. Back home for a while, then to 
John Hawkins’ double-header Mitcham Common 
(railway station at first tee) and Reigate Heath.  The 
Reigate members have to accept their beautiful 
course as ‘a little gem’.  Doubtless if other sports 
had given in to new technology, Wimbledon and 
Lords would also be ‘little gems.’  

~·~
Our latest committee meeting was held at The Belfry, 
courtesy of our member David Wright, the PGA 
Director of Heritage, and he proudly conducted us 
round the memorabilia in the elegant Board Room 
and elsewhere, to which he is adding steadily. The 
usual heritage collections at traditional members’ 
clubs naturally emphasise the amateur game: the 
PGA display had remarkably different insights into 
British tournament golfing achievements and also 
insights into the less glamorous work of the club 
professionals.

~·~
Committee affairs are that Dick Durran has taken 
over the website (help him with news and pics) and 
Hamish Ewan adds ‘Events Secretary’ to his portfo-
lio.  Bob Fletcher has started as Hon Secretary and 
at The Belfry we thanked Keith Bilbie for tiding us 
over during a difficult time.  

David Hamlton



Society News
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Society name
On a number of occasions in 
recent years, members have 
suggested that the name, British 
Golf Collectors’ Society does not 
reflect sufficiently, the more 
general interest felt by many 
members in the wider historical 
aspects of the game. 

Our counterparts in other parts 
of the world include (in order of 
seniority):
– The Golf Collectors Society 
– The Golf Society of Australia 
– The Australian Golf Heritage Society
– The European Association of Golf   
 Historians and Collectors
John Pearson, the Editor, on 
behalf of the Committee, would 
like to hear views from the 
membership on a possible change 
to the Society name, specifically,
The Golf Heritage Society 
or
The British Golf Heritage Society
Opinions can be sent by mail, 
email, telephone or personal 

contact, using the details on 
p1 of this magazine. They will 
be acknowledged, collated, 
published, discussed and used 
(possibly) as the basis of a 
proposal to a future AGM.

People and Things 

Society Web Site
Our new Webmaster, Dick 
Durran, seeks ideas and 
suggestions as to how the 
Society website can be improved. 
Following publication of the 
index (see below) it is hoped 
that scanned copies of TTG will 
be available on line. This will 
necessitate a redesign of the site 
and whilst carrying this out it 
would be sensible to incorporate 
any other improvements.

Suggestions will be welcome 
and can be sent directly to Dick 
on dick.durran@dsl.pipex.com

One area on the site, which 
could prove interesting, is the 
bulletin board section, which is 
also open to non-members. This 
was set up by Tony Thorpe with 
the intention of providing an 
open forum for those who sought 
information on golf history. 
The idea was that amongst our 
members there is a very wide 
knowledge base that could be 
tapped into. This would be a 
much quicker way of obtaining 
information than appealing for 
it via Through The Green. The 
forum would need critical mass, 
in that the more people that use 
it the more helpful it becomes. 
It would also be proactive in 
promoting the Society to a wider 
audience. Should this part of the 
site be unpopular then Dick will 

Fixture Secretary
In addition to his duties as 
Membership Secretary, Hamish 
Ewan has recently taken on 
the job of Fixture Secretary. 
This involves co-ordinating 
the growing fixture list for the 
Society, ensuring a balanced 
programme  that avoids clashes 
between events in different 
regions. Members should contact 
Hamish about any future events 
or fixtures they may wish to have 
considered for the Society fixture 
list. Hamish’s contact details are 
on page 1.

Index to TTG
Members should receive with this 
issue, a copy of a comprehensive 
index of all previous issues 
of TTG, up to and including 
September 2008. This work was 
completed by Chris Flanagan, 
a professional member of the 
Society of Indexers. It builds 
on the pioneering work of Alan 
Jackson in 2001 and will also 
appear on the Society’s website, 
updated on a quarterly basis. 
The intention is also to update 
the hard-copy version when 
appropriate.

discontinue it.
Visit the site soon and let us 

have your thoughts.   

Membership Directory
John Pearson and Hamish Ewan 
will be publishing the Society 
Directory with the March issue 
of TTG. Please let Hamish know 
of any changes you may wish, 
particularly outdated contact 
details. 
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Blackheath Celebrations
The Union of the Crowns of 
Scotland and England in 1603, 
was followed by the movement of 
the Scottish Court of James I (VI 
of Scotland) to Greenwich Palace 
and the tradition of organised 
golf in England from 1608. So 
2008 marks the 400th anniversary 
of that tradition, long guarded by 
Royal Blackheath Golf Club, of its 
foundation at nearby Blackheath 
Common. The Club relocated to a 
new course at Eltham some 80 or 
so years ago

This year’s celebrations includ-
ed re-enactment of hickory golf 
over the resurrected course on 
the Common on Sunday, the 6th 
of July, and a major celebratory 
banquet with over 400 guests. 
Venue was the magnificent 

Painted Hall of the Royal Naval 
College at Greenwich. The 
principal speaker was David 
Harrison, Captain of the R&A. A 
number of BGCS members were 
there: our Society Captain, David 
Hamilton; Bobby Furber, Field 
Marshall of the Club; Neil Scaife, 
Chairman of the Celebrations 
Committee; and Malcolm Lumb, 
Curator of the outstanding Club 
Museum, which some members 
may remember from our outing 
there in 2000.  There were also 
three American-based members 
of the Society: Phil Kostolnik 
(also representing GCS, as their 
Vice-President); Chris Banwell 
and Wayne Aaron. Our picture 
shows them l to r with their 
wives in the banqueting hall.

The Dinner for One
The 3rd of October marked the 
celebration by members of the 
Old Manchester GC of their 
famous ‘Dinner for One’. 

On the 13th of September, 
1858, when the Club played on 
their original course at Kersal 
Moor, Mr J Simpson Young 
arranged a dinner in accordance 
with the Club’s rules. The meal 
was prepared, but for some 
unknown reason, only the Hon 

Sec, Malcolm Ross attended. He 
ate the dinner, drank the port 
and toasted Her Majesty, and, 
sequentially, golf clubs around 
the world. Finally, he recorded 
the events in the minute book: 

Chair: Mrs Ross. 
Present: Mr Ross. 
There was no lack of substantials, 
if a large cod, a salmon, a saddle 
of mutton, a goose, two brace of 
partridge and puddings etc, can 
be considered enough for one 
little man of 5 feet 4 inches. 

He was alone in his glory and 
after the third bottle of wine 
wrote:

Don’t smile at it gentle stranger; 
such discrepancies don’t occur 
every day. 

Thereafter the event was known 
as ‘The Dinner for One’. 

Malcolm Ross was born in the 
north of Scotland in 1810. After 
starting work at a young age 
with a Glasgow yarn merchant, 
he came to Manchester in 1832 
to become partner in the new 
firm of Stevenson, Ross & 
Company. Later, he became a 
prominent member of the Royal 
Exchange and the Manchester 
Chamber of Commerce, and was 
a tireless provider of services 
and recreation for the people of 
Manchester and Salford.   

(Old) Manchester Golf Club 
was instituted in 1818 at Kersal 
Moor, Salford, on land inside 
the original Manchester Race 
Course. The original subscription 
to the Club, the second oldest in 
England after Royal Blackheath, 
was £2. Nine founder members 
were local merchants and mill 
owners. In 1821 the Club adopted 
the rules of the Honourable 
Company of Edinburgh Golfers, 
against which any breach 
resulted in a £1 fine. The first 
clubhouse was built in 1824 at 
a cost of £174; members used to 
meet on Friday, taking turns to 
provide the after-match dinner. 
The course only had five holes, 
the round consisting of two x five 
holes plus one. It was extended to 
nine holes in 1869. 

Between 1837 and 1843, three 
of the oldest medals in golf were 
presented. These are still played 
for and admired before returning 
to bank vaults. In matches, high 
stakes such as a guinea per hole 
and 50 guineas per match, were 
contested. Members abandoned 
Kersal Moor in 1882, moving 
soon after to nearby Broughton 
Park. Distinguished members at 
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Literati
The Autumn meeting of the 
Literati of the Links took place 
on the 5th of September, at the 
New Golf Club, St Andrews. 
Though the meeting was small, 
the presentations were both 
interesting and stimulating. 

John Pearson, our Society 
Editor, reviewed the publishing 
history of Through the Green, 
paying particular tribute to 
David White and Dick Durran 
in the early years, for not only 
marshalling the content, but also 
their active involvement in laying 
out, photocopying, collation and 
despatch. The adoption of litho 
printing by Alan Jackson and 
Bob Grant in 1998 marked the 
move to professional layout and 
design, and the facility for good 
photographic reproduction. John 
then outlined influences on more 
recent evolution of typographic 
convention, design and layout.  

John Still spoke about some of 

this time included Arthur Balfour, 
Sir William Houldsworth and 
James Bannerman. In 1904 the 
Club moved to Kersal, where it 
remained until the course was 
lost to housing in 1960. Some 
members continue to play for the 
trophies, as an itinerant club of 
up to 30 members, affiliated to 
county and national unions. 

The celebration dinner was held 
at Bury Golf Club. Club attendees 
included BGCS members Irvine 
Caplan and Graham Walters. 
Guest speakers were Tim 
Whitehead, President of Bury GC 
and Cliff Bowman, the current 
Lancashire President. The history 
of the Old Manchester Golf Club 
was written by Jean Russell 
and published in 1988. A  few 
copies are still available to BGCS 
members for £10 plus £2 p&p and 
can be obtained from the present 
Hon Secretary, Phil Goodall, 12 
Ferndale Ave, Whitefield, Manch-
ester M45 7QP. Tel 0161 766 4157., 

his recent acquisitions, including 
an early (1638) account of the 
history of Perth, which included 
references to golf on the North 
Inch, and also the poem The 
Muses Threnodie – arguably cont-
aining the first reference to golf in 
general literature. John then drew 
our attention to Alistair Cooke’s 
fine essay on Cooke’s friend and 
hero, Robert T Jones. 

David Malcolm, a Literati 
regular, told us of his research 
from original St Andrews 
sources, (principally, proceedings 
of the magistrates courts) into 
the colourful life and death of 
Willie Strath, a fine golfer and 
incompetent criminal who was 
younger brother of Andrew, and 
older to David. 

Lionel Freedman updated 
the group on the current state 
of development of Musselburgh 
Old Links and continued success 
of the imminent World Hickory 
Open as an SPGA-supported 
event at Craigielaw GC. Lionel 
also described the personal view 
on their introduction to hickory 
golf, of a number of prominent 
hickory players. 

Finally, David Anderson 
described the project undertaken 
by him and his wife Michelle 

as administrators of Hill of 
Tarvit, the National Trust of 
Scotland property close to Cupar. 
Formerly the home of Frederick 
Sharp, Victorian industrialist 
and philanthropist, Tarvit had 
its own short, nine-hole golf 
course, which was formerly 
used by the Sharp family, guests 
and local residents. Long since 
fallen into disuse, the course has 
been restored by Peter McEvoy 
and Mark Reason into a layout 
suitable for hickory play. Some 
1500 clubs have been supplied 
and/or renovated by BGCS 
member Philip Knowles, who has 
passed on some of his restoration 
skills to Michelle. David, 
intriguingly, described a small 
collection of pictures featuring 
Dutch ‘golf on ice’, a number of 
which appear to have been used 
by Harry Everard and Sir Guy 
Campbell to illustrate the early 
history of golf.

The meeting then adjourned 
to a restaurant in town where 
customary obeisance was paid 
to St Anthony the Great, and we 
heard tribute from R&A member 
Maynard Garrison to the role 
of St Andrean James Wilson in 
the drafting of the American 
Declaration of Independence.

John Pearson and David Anderson at the Literati meeting
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England v Scotland
The annual England v Scotland 
hickory match was played this 
year at Dunstanburgh Castle 
Golf Club, on the Northumbrian 
coast just south of Bamburgh. 
The second nine holes of this 
traditional links were laid out 
by Braid in the 1920s, around 

Events

Midlands Meeting at Oswestry
The Oswestry Golf Club in 
Shropshire was the venue for 
the Midlands Region Summer 
Meeting on the 22nd of August 
2008.  This mature parkland 
course was designed by James 
Braid in 1932 when the Club 
moved from Llanamynech, where 
it was founded in 1903. 

The golf was followed by a 
convivial dinner at which John 
Bate, Captain of Oswestry, spoke 
about the history of the Club and 
details of the new clubhouse, 
which was to start construction 
the following week. Dennis Pick 
scored 37 points to win the first 
prize with Dave Norman runner 
up with 35; Warren Latham won 
the hickory prize with 31 points.

Following the presentations 
Barry Kay was unaminously 
elected as the Midlands Captain 
for the next two years.

Keith Bilbie

Stonehaven Meeting 
Some nine brave souls ventured 
into the wind and eventual rain at 
Stonehaven on the 9th September.  
Stableford scores were low 
but Bob Redpath on 28 points 
managed to walk away with the 
top prize, The Thorntree Clique 

Match v Halliwell’s Hickories at 
Hunstanton Wed 10th September
A rare rain-free day was enjoyed 
by the BGCS who in their 
third visit to the Club played 
for the Halliwell Trophy for 
the first time. The match was 
sportingly halved with most 
of the Hunstanton members 
playing with Hickories as well. 
The Halliwell Trophy has been 
presented on loan to Hunstanton 
to be played for annually in a 
hickory match against the BGCS. 
It was presented by the founder 
of the match, Adrian Halliwell, 
in an  eloquent speech and is  a 
magnificent art deco silver trophy 
dating back to 1935, following the 
victory by Adrian’s father in the 
Lancashire Amateur. We enjoyed 
a very nice meal in the bar and 
ventured out on the links for a 
few more holes to round off the 
day

Match v Royal Worlington 
Friday 12th September
There was another good turnout 
for the fourth annual fixture. The 
persistent rain was disappointing, 
but didn’t dampen the spirits. 
BGCS got home by 3 3/4 points to 
1 1/2 thanks mainly to the use of 

picturesque Embleton Bay, 
with the dramatic backdrop of 
Dunstanburgh Castle itself. 

The light drizzle when we 
set out was bearable, but 
became steadily heavier as 
we progressed until it was an 
unrelenting downpour as most 
matches entered the last six 
holes. Some of us sneakily cut 
across to the homeward holes 
while others squelched through 
the full eighteen. Kay Gwilliam 
doggedly kept going down the 
last to record the only English 
win, while her male partner and 
opponents perished in the wet. 
For the fourth year in succession, 
the Archie Baird Trophy went 
north of the Border, the Scots 
winning by an aggregate total of 
19 holes to 2. 

The Club served a splendid 
three-course meal and we were 
entertained by David Hamilton, 
and our guests, Colin Biott (the 
Dunstanburgh Captain) and his 
charming wife Sylvia. 

John Pearson

Eric Powell and Bob Woolsey, newcomers to the England team

donated by David Hamilton, 
with myself runner-up courtesy 
of a better inward half from Ian 
Hislop. Nearest the pin prizes 
were won with excellent shots by 
Ian Nalder and Bob Redpath. 

 The usual other stalwarts, Ron 
Beatt, Bob Strachan and Harry 
Bowden enjoyed the course 
which with some tees and greens 
perched on the edge of cliffs, 
gives magnificent views. We were 
also delighted to be joined by 
Bob Gowland who was visiting 
his son in Stonehaven. After play 
we enjoyed a wee dram in the 
clubhouse and were served a 
magnificent high tea by the staff 
and all managed to get home 
safely despite the conditions.

Hamish Ewan



Although not perhaps an obvious 
venue, the meeting was well 
attended with members coming 
from Austria, Croatia, Czech 
Republic, England, France, 
Germany, Netherlands, Northern 
Ireland, Scotland and Sweden. 
Most of us chose to make an 
extended stay and so there 
was ample time for a variety of 
activities, the first of which was 
golf. 

The Salzkammergut  Club was 
celebrating its 75th anniversary 
and on the 12/13th ran an open 
Stableford competition in which 
around 230 players took part, 
including a foursome from 
the EAGHC, complete with 
hickories and (European) period 
dress. While the weather at the 
beginning of the week had been 
perfect, unfortunately it was 
overcast and drizzly when we 
teed off in a shotgun start at 
07.30. We performed reasonably 
on a good course, well suited to 
hickories, but the major success 
was the interest shown in our 
clubs by the Club members, and 
Austrian National Television, 
when we had finished. A 
celebratory dinner in the major 
hotel in the area rounded off a 
memorable day.

The AGM consisted of 
two parts, a series of short 
presentations by members on a 
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European Association of Golf 
Historians and Collectors 
(EAGHC)
The 2008 AGM of the EAGHC 
was held on September  the 15th 
and 16th at the Salzkammergut 
Golf-Club, Bad Ischl, Austria. 

Sunningdale Rules which seemed 
to favour only the visitors .
Best dressed golfer did not go 
to the perennial bookmakers 
favourite Philip Truett, but to 
local member Professor Mark 
Cato whose Grey Check Plus 
Fours suit, was set off by the 
MCC Club colours for his tie and 
hooped socks whilst also sporting 
a fine red rose.

Nigel Notley

also members of the BGCS. 
The outcome was determined 
on holes up or down at the 
Eighteenth and the result was 
extremely close with Little Aston 
emerging a net 3 up.

Whilst the Club’s history is 
not expected to be published 
until the end of next year, it 
will be a publication well worth 
waiting for. There is so much 
that has taken place over the 
years; the Club has grown from 
its initial layout by Harry Vardon 
and subsequent revisions by 
Harry Colt, to be a course of true 
Championship standing and one 
that everyone wants to play from 
near and far.

As Peter Alliss wrote recently 
‘a very special Club with a 
fascinating collection of members, 
many of whom have added their 
particular mark to the Club and 
its reputation’ None more so than 
John Beharrell to whom our great 
thanks are recorded here for his 
organisation of a memorable day 
with most generous hospitality. 

 Peter Heath

Lindsay Mann on his way to the World Hickory Open at Craigielaw 

World Hickory Open
Forty-six year-old former Walker 
Cup player Lindsay Mann 
(Carnoustie) shot a 73 to take the 
SPGA-sponsored World Hickory 
Golf Open title at Craigielaw by 
one stroke from 2007 champion 
Lloyd Saltman (Craigielaw). 
Robert Arnott (Bishopbriggs), 
on 75, was in third place. A field 
of 50 pros and 23 amateurs from 
seven countries were competing 
in perfect conditions on the 26th 
of September for the top hickory 
title in the world. Lindsay’s first 
place brought a winning cheque 
of £1700. 

BGCS member Lionel 
Feeedman is the Tournament 
Director, and is currently in 
his second year as Captain at 
Craigielaw.

Match v Little Aston Golf Club
Little Aston, home club to 
the Society’s President, has 
celebrated its centenary this year 
and, for one of the events, the 
Society was invited to play in a 
Grand Challenge Match at the 
end of September with as many 
people as possible playing with 
hickories and looking the part. 
The support from Little Aston 
was most encouraging and 
especially praiseworthy was the 
presence in its team of six lady 
members from the Club, all most 
elegantly dressed in the period.

The final numbers taking 
part were fourteen for each 
side with the Little Aston team 
boasting five players who are 
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Rye
The benign weather for the 
English Hickory Championship 
at Rye in October contrasted 
sharply with the adverse 
conditions previously. After a 
relatively damp year, the course 
was green but firm without being 
hard. The greens accepted a high 
pitch or a running approach, 
depending on conditions and the 
prevailing wind on individual 
holes. They were as smooth 
and true as we had ever seen 
them – but lightning fast and 
treacherous to the nervous. 
Uncut rough was thick and 
punishing. So even in the idyllic 
sunshine, the firm breeze made 
scoring difficult. 

Andrew Reynolds  success-
fully defended his Tony Hawkins 
Trophy for the best scratch score, 
with a 77 for 32 Stableford points. 
However, Mark Wehring just 
edged him out of regaining the 
Founders Salver for the English 
Hickory Championship, on 
a back-nine count back. John 
Crow Miller, like Mark, all 
the way from Texas, was next 
in the handicap list, closely 
followed by Chris Walker.  In 
a well-represented section, Liz 
Macdonald played well for the 
ladies prize. 

One of the greatest delights 
in golf is to sit on the terrace at 
Rye after the game, with long 
cold drinks, comparing disasters, 
while fellow competitors finish 
their rounds. This year, the long 
tables were crowded and noisy. 

Though the grand dining 
room of the George Hotel was 
denied to us by a prior booking, 
we commandeered the upstairs 
room of Webbe’s Fish Café and 
were treated to a superb meal 
of local produce and fine wine. 
David Hamilton welcomed us 
eloquently, Tim Smartt presided 
genially and Wendy Russell 
presented the prizes graciously. 

We are particularly indebted 

to Tim Smartt for maintaining 
the excellent standard of 
arrangements for this event, and 
to Tim and Alison for yet again 
hosting us on the Thursday 
evening, in their elegant home on 
Point Hill. 

John Pearson

Match against Clapham 
Common GC. Oct 22nd. 
Clapham Common continued 
on their winning ways, despite, 
or perhaps because of, the 
usual fortifier on the first tee 
and Sunningdale-induced 
closeness in all matches. Captain 
David Hamilton arrived at the 
convenient station next to the 
Clubhouse and afterwards gave a 
laid back exhibition of interesting 
golfing extemporisation. Local 
and distant travellers all enjoyed 
the venue, golf and the sociability 
of our hosts.  

John Hawkins

Match against Reigate Heath. 
Oct 23rd

Reigate Heath is a little-known 
nine-hole gem on Surrey 
heathland, which was  admired 
by all Society members present.  
Star of the fixture was Joan 
Weight, in  an  outfit of pale 
green velvet complete with bustle 
and beribboned boater, which 
dazzled playing opposition into 
submission. Another win by 
Martin Moseling and Philip 
Truett, together with a half by 
Cliff Weight and John Hawkins 
brought the Society a respectable 
2 1/2 points, against the Club’s 
3 1/2.  The match was followed 
by dinner and a bring and tell 
session on subjects such as 
transitional woods, the lost 
courses of Surrey, a late gutty 
recently unearthed on the course 
by a dog and the Whitcombe 
family.  The Club seemed to enjoy 
the day and were generous with 
hospitality. 

John Hawkins

variety of topics, followed by the 
business part of the meeting.

Christian Arnoldner, a BGCS 
member, opened the proceedings 
with a talk on The History of 
Golf in Bad Ischl. John-Bernard 
Kazmierczak followed with 
Early golf on the French Riviera. 
Our Captain, David Hamilton, 
then told us about the Carnoustie 
Diaspora, the emigration of 
golfers from the Angus Coast, 
mostly to North America. Then, 
one of the highlights was Sara 
Nijs’ presentation on The Game 
of Choule, and her showing of the 
book that she and her husband 
Geert had written on the subject. 
A review is included in the Book 
Review section of this magazine. 

Prokop Sedlak was next with 
his History of Golf in Czech Lands. 
‘Lands’ rather than ‘Republic’ 
because, of course, national 
boundaries have changed over 
the years and some early courses 
are now in Slovakia. Christoph 
Meister then described the 
Development of the Oberhof Golf 
Complex in what was the German 
Democratic Republic. Designed 
very much with hickories in 
mind, Oberhof could well 
become the German Oakhurst, 
an intriguing and promising 
venture. Finally, John Hanna 
described The World of Golfing 
Ceramics, well illustrated with 
slides of items from his own 
collection. All the presentations 
were in English and the speakers, 
including John, must be 
commended for their command 
of the language, which put the 
average Briton’s linguistic efforts 
to shame.

As for the business, John 
Hanna was appointed President-
Elect, and duly volunteered his 
home club of Malone for next 
year’s meeting, 

All in all it was a friendly and 
worthwhile experience, with 
excellent hospitality.

Alan Jackson
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Forthcoming Events

The Welsh Weekend
The popularity of the Welsh 
Weekend is well-established 
and retains its format of hickory 
matches against Machynlleth and 
Aberdovey GCs on the Friday 
and Saturday afternoons, each 
followed by dinners, and the 
Welsh Hickory Championship on 
the Sunday morning. Timing for 
2009 between the 3rd and 5th of 
April is a little later than usual, 
and early booking is advised, 
using the booking form provided. 
Oganiser is Liz MacDonald.

President’s Day on Friday, 8th 
May.
The highlight of our annual 
calendar is the visit to Royal 
Liverpool GC at Hoylake for 
President’s Day, incorporating 
afternoon foursomes play for 
the Behrend Shields, our Annual 
General Meeting, a glittering 
dinner in the upstairs room of 
the Clubhouse, followed by 
the traditional charity auction. 
Attendance is limited to around 
100 and waiting lists have had 
to be established in previous 
years. Members are advised to 
apply early to the organiser, 
Peter Heath, using the enclosed 
application forms.

Central England Hickory 
Championship
Keith Bilbie has sent advance 
notice of the Central England 
Hickory Championship, which is 
due to take place at Coxmoor GC 
on the 18th of May. Keith asks me 
to point out that he is organizing 
two further hickory events in the 
Nottingham area on the previous 
two days the 16th and 17th of May, 
where accommodation will be 
provided. Definitely a trip worth 
noting in diaries. 

Hickory Grail at Falsterbo
David Kirkwood has had a 
number of members expressing 
interest in attending the Hickory 
Grail match at Falstebro, w/c 27th 
July. They include the following: 

Scottish Golf Heritage Events 
Cluster:
David Hamilton points out a 
number of extra events planned 
for the week of the Scottish 
Hickory Championship on w/c 
25th of May. In addition to the 
usual matches over Musselburgh 
Old and Gullane 3 links on 
Friday the 29th of May, there will 
be a ‘rapid jottings’ competition 
as part of Captain’s Outing to 
Kilspindie on Wednesday, the 
27th. On the Thursday, BGCS 
member Ian Hislop will guide 
us in play over the short course 
that constitutes the remnants of 

Andreas Winkstrom; Ian Hislop; 
Nigel and Michele Notley; Antti 
Paatola; Mika Hjorth; Willie 
Tanner; John and Ida Still; 
Hamish and Margaret Ewan; 
David Kirkwood; John and 
Mary Mullock; Scott Patrick; 
Clive and Linda Mitchell; Rick 
Van den Boom; Claes Kvist and 
Cecilia Onell; Philip Truett; 
Tony Norcott; Ron and Jeanette  
Beatt; John and Viv Pearson; 
John Sherwood; Adam Mednick; 
Jorgen Linse; Pehr Thermaenius; 
and Ove Werner.

David is holding provisional 
bookings at the Radisson 
SAS Hotel in Malmo and the 
Hotel Noregard in Falsterbo 
at attractive room rates of 
between £86 and £98 per night, 
Single rates are more expensive. 
However he is due to relinquish 
all rooms for which definite 
interest has not been expressed 
by the 31st December. Members 
wishing to take advantage of this 
excellent value should telephone 
David urgently on 01620 842744 
or email david@alexkirkwood.
co.uk

the historic Bruntsfield Links 
in the centre of Edinburgh. 
Around this time, we also plan 
a trading session and meeting 
of the Literati discussion group, 
open to all. Further details are 
to come; anyone planning ahead 
can contact David Hamilton at 
david60@hotmail.com.

New Members
We welcome a number of new members to our Society and look forward 
to meeting them at future events. 

Richard Bauer
Colin Biott
David Christie
Peter Eld
Iain Forrester
Tom Fotheringham
Theo Gallagher
Alan Geoghegan
Karen Hewson
Laurence Hoskins
Paul Longden
Jay Harris
Richard Norris
David Olivas
Stephen Oswald
Kevin Parke
Bert-Olof Pettersson
James Speed
Mike Stevens
Dudley Woods

Dallas, TX
Alnwick
Oxford
Bernardsville, NJ
Maaseik, Belgium
Chelmsford
Co Down
Co Meath
Oakville, Ont
Stamford
Buxton
Pinehurst, NC
London
Rockport, ME
Wolverhampton
Dallas, TX
Tyreso, Sweden
Little Rock, AR
Tampa, FL
Leamington Spa

General
Books
Books, ephemera
Books, trophies
Books, clubs
Books
Books, clubs, balls
General
General
General
Books, clubs
Balls, clubs
Books
General
Books, clubs
Hickory play, books
Clubs, balls, clothing
Clubs
Books, clubs
Books, ephemera
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Colonel Robert Tod Boothby

Dudley Woods 
on the grand old man of Warwickshire Golf

ACCORDING TO Dr JG McPherson: ‘The 
Major', as Colonel RT Boothby will always 
be best remembered by old golfers, was 

in some respects a golfer sui generis.’ In his native 
Scotland he was considered ‘one of the most 
sterling golfers of the old school.’1 Boothby’s son-
in-law, HSC Everard, an early historian of the 
R&A, as well as a keen player 
and accomplished writer on the 
game, referred to Boothby in the 
Badminton Library edition of 
Golf in 1892 as ‘the ever popular 
founder and president of the 
Warwick Golf Club’. According to 
Everard, Boothby, ‘a late beginner, 
made his mark at Montrose, Perth 
and St Andrews’. He said:

Perhaps Boothby’s most interest-
ing matches [at St Andrews] 
were played with the Reverend 
JG McPherson as partner. This 
gentleman, at one time, was one 
of the very first amateurs, being 
hardly, if at all, inferior to the best 
of the professionals. When the 
two played together their rounds 
were usually phenomenally low. 
Whilst Mr McPherson was a 
magnificent driver, his partner 
was no less deadly in his cleek 
approaches and putting. The 
two in combination were, it may 
almost be said, more than a match 
for any two other amateurs, and but little behind 
the best professional talent.2 

According to McPherson, Boothby: 
Was a strong, steady player, although he had never 
touched a club until he was of age. He was agile 
and no one came near him as a studied foursome 
player. I never had so much pleasure in playing a 
foursome with any man as when the Major was 
my partner. He was fifteen years my senior, but 
he treated me as an equal in age and a superior in 
the game.

Bernard Darwin considered McPherson complacent 

and self-satisfied but confessed that ‘he was a very 
fine player and capable of holding his own in 
professional company [and] I dare say he was quite 
as good as he thought he was!’3 

Beginnings
Robert Boothby was born in 1830 and educated at 

Eton and Cambridge. He became 
a regular soldier and joined the 
79th Queen’s Own Cameron 
Highlanders, saw service in 
Canada and returned to Perth 
with the rank of captain. As 
a member of the Royal Perth 
Golfing Society, he was taught 
golf by his future brother-in-
law, George Condie, and by 
that embodiment of patience, 
Bob Andrew. He went on to 
play golf throughout his army 
service of over 40 years, attaining 
prominence in the game without 
enjoying the advantages of a 
golfing boyhood. After only three 
years tuition he won the Gold 
Medal of the Royal and Ancient 
Golf Club of St Andrews, which 
at once gave him a standing as 
a player. In subsequent years he 
won other major trophies at the 
home of golf. Apart from being a 

leading amateur golfer, Boothby played a prominent 
role in the affairs of the R&A. Its official history 
refers to him as one of the heroes who helped the 
development of the governing body.4 In 1858 he had 
been one of the three committee members charged 
with amending the laws of the game.5 According to 
Richard Mackenzie:

beginning in 1860 several attempts were made by 
the R&A to grapple with the regulations governing 
the employment of caddies, [and] R&A member 
Major Boothby submitted to the club a list of 
caddies to be employed and a set of regulations for 
their employment.’6 

Col Robert Boothby 1830 - 1896
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He did the same when he founded a new club at 
Warwick in 1886. For years Robert was an influential 
member of the links committee and in the early 
1870s the first official spokesman on championship 
matters. 7

A major personality at the R&A
After becoming a regular player at St Andrews 
in 1861, when he was appointed Adjutant to the 
Fife Artillery Volunteers, he competed ‘in most of 
the medals [winning many] and participating in 
countless foursomes matches, as well as voicing his 
opinion at many of the meetings.’ 8 Everard, his son-
in-law, wrote:

Boothby was over twenty ere he took to the game; 
but once he started he soon made up for lost time 
and within about three years actually won the 
medal at St Andrews in the then very good score 
of 94. This was by no means his only success, for 
other medals, first and second, have fallen to his 
share; and also in a tournament at Perth in 1864 
he was victorious, beating amongst others the 
famous George Condie.

The R&A’s official history speaks of Boothby’s 
game being at its zenith in 1863 when he was 
involved in many a famous foursomes match at the 
home of the game.9 Reverend McPherson said that 
Robert was ‘one of the noblest and gentlest men I 
ever knew’.10 Boothby had what Darwin considered 
were the qualities of a good foursomes player: great 
resolution and a willingness to subordinate his game 
to that of his dominant partner for the good of the 
side. McPherson said of his friend, clad invariably 
in a deerstalker hat: 

… no golfer known to me had such a strong, 
instinctive tact as to the regulation of foursome 
play. … some men are lithe, active, untrammelled 
by flesh, while others are phlegmatic, stout and 
unwieldy. The Major was active, free in muscular 
action and capable of balancing himself easily. 
Accordingly he had a peculiar fast style but his 
commanding physique did good service in using 
his remarkably short and stiff clubs. On the Perth 
links, where he was trained, the Major was first 
in the great amateur tournament of 1864. The day 
before, in the open tournament, the top of the 
amateurs. But on the amateur day he beat his score 
by two strokes and was thirteen strokes before his 
instructor, George Condie. He had always a kindly 
remembrance of where he first learned the game; 
and frequently extolled the North Inch course 
of Perth as one beyond all others necessitating 
accurate and finished play with every club in the 
set. However, Boothby’s military duties brought 
him south and in 1853 he was elected a member 
of the Royal Blackheath Club of London, where 
he had many a tussle with the famous amateur, 
George Glennie. But it was on the St Andrews 
links that the Major was best known. His fine, 

manly, commanding form was so well known, 
and his gentleness and courtesy were unrivalled. 
He reminded one of a mighty steam hammer 
so regulated that it could come down and crack 
without crushing a nut. To him golf was nothing 
short of a passion. Dozens of rounds did he play 
against Thomas Hodge who, though not a good 
scorer, had a very peculiar style. And in the very 
great majority of these singles there was little to 
brag about in the shape of victory.

… it was, however, in foursomes that I knew 
the Major best. For two or three summers we 
were partnered against many strong players, 
professional as well as amateur. Many a tussle 
we had against Tom Morris and Bob Kirk. We 
were practising to hold our own against the best 
amateurs, and these professionals considered that 
we were worthy of their steel when training to 
meet the Parks in a big match.’11

Before the turn of the century the foursome game 
was a more popular pastime in Scotland, than it 
was south of the border. In the 1850s and 1860s there 
were only two days of medal play at St Andrews 
each year and according to McPherson they were 
‘a necessary evil and never dwelt upon!’ Otherwise 
there was nothing but foursomes and in preaching 
the gospel of foursome play. McPherson called it ‘a 
social, genial, noble, honourable and manly game’.

In those days the members of the Royal and 
Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews competed for five 
major trophies. Over the years Robert Boothby won 
most of them: the Gold Medal in 1856 and 1875, the 
Bombay Medal in 1861 and 1892, the Silver Cross 
in 1868 and 1876 and the George Glennie Medal in 
1892, a remarkable record. There is a picture taken 
around 1880 of a slimmed-down version of him 
teeing off at the first in front of the clubhouse in 
Harry Langton’s book Thomas Hodge, the Golf Artist 
of St Andrews (2000). This volume also contains a 
photograph of Boothby and his military colleagues 
at the National Rifle Association’s annual meeting at 
Wimbledon, which they attended each summer. Golf 
Illustrated contains an impressive group photograph 
of Scottish golfers by the Swilcan Bridge on the Old 
Course in the 1850s, including Boothby, and the 
comment that the ‘Colonel, better remembered as 
Major, Boothby is playing a nip-cleek shot up the 
Road Hole’. The accompanying article said ‘the 
Major was so long identified with St Andrews as the 
prince of golfers [and] this cleek-nip was one of his 
most deadly shots.’12

At this time there were regular reports of Boothby 
playing matches with the great Tom Morris.13 In 
1864 Boothby, an active member of the greens 
committee, was responsible for the appointment of 
Morris as the Club’s first greenkeeper at a salary of 
£50 a year.14 He was also a close friend and playing 
partner of Thomas Hodge and together they served 



Through the Green, December 2008                   12

on the links committee.15 Hodge, the proprietor 
of a boy’s school at St Andrews, was an all-round 
sportsman. Known nowadays for his artistic talent, 
his drawings and watercolours adorn the walls of 
the R&A’s dining room. He also illustrated several 
golfing books.16 As a prominent member of the 
R&A Boothby took an active part in its meetings.17 
In 1876 Robert submitted a proposal that ‘the club 
shall provide a handsome challenge medal or cup 
to be played for during the first week of August, 
such prize to be open to all members of the R&A 
and to all amateur golfers of eighteen years of 
age and upwards’. For various reasons Boothby’s 
proposal was not taken up and it was not until 1885 
that the Amateur Championship came into being, 
largely through the efforts of the R&A, Blackheath 
and Hoylake and supported by another 21 clubs. 18

Family links
The Boothbys were a well-known golfing family. 
Madeleine Boothby, the Colonel’s wife, was the 
first president of the St Andrews Ladies’ Golf 
Club, formed in 1866 and Robert’s sister, the Vice 
President.19 Following a suggestion by DL Burn, 
a member of the management committee of the 
Union Club and Madeleine Boothby, a suitable 

area was selected across the Swilcan Burn, near 
the second hole, which was known later as the 
Himalayas. An interesting article about the club by 
Edith and Jake Davidson appeared in Through the 
Green in March 2006. Robert’s involvement with the 
R&A committee, with responsibilities for the links, 
was undoubtedly important in the formation of the 
Ladies’ Club. The Boothbys had eight children. One 
son, Robert Tuite Boothby, known to all as Tom, 
was also an R&A Medal winner and was appointed 
Captain in 1921 in succession to Earl Haig. A sister, 
Edith, married Lord Cunliffe, Chairman of the Bank 
of England. Another son, Fitz, finished equal third 
to Bob Ferguson in the Open Championship in 1882. 
The Boothby’s eldest daughter, who was described 
as ‘one of the most skilful performers on the ladies’ 
links’, married Everard, a leading authority on the 
game. A true Edwardian, HSC Everard evoked a 
splendid cartoon by Ape for Vanity Fair in which 
he is portrayed as a slim and slightly dandified 
figure. Whereas Boothby, his father-in-law, clearly 
an impressive figure, was in later life thickset with 
a prominent nose, a receding forehead and mutton-
chop whiskers.  

A Midlands golfing pioneer
Robert Boothby was 56 when he founded the 
Warwickshire Golf Club. Darwin, that doyen of 
golf writers, observed that perhaps nowhere in 
England had golf, especially amateur golf, been 
more keenly played than in Warwickshire, unless 
it was in Staffordshire or Worcestershire. ‘The 
weekend habit’, to quote the Countess of Warwick, 
was first performed in Warwickshire – at least in an 
organised fashion – in the autumn of 1886, when 
the Warwickshire Golf Club was formed and a nine-
hole course laid out in the confines of St Mary’s 
Common at Warwick. The Club’s two founders 
were both Scots and military men, Robert Boothby 
and Forbes Hunter-Blair. Clearly the major credit 
for the Club’s initiation and development must go 
to Boothby, a resident of nearby Leamington Spa, 
his professional duties bringing him to the area. 
Whilst at the Warwickshire Robert played twice in 
the Amateur Championship, getting through to the 
third round in 1886 and 1889.20

Arguably, there was a touch of the totalitarian 
about Boothby and yet he was a benevolent despot, 
being showered with praise and affection by his 
fellow golfers in Warwickshire. Despite the Club 
committee, he invariably had his way and made St 
Mary’s Common one of the most enjoyable places to 
play golf. According to one of his golfing friends, ‘his 
gentleness and courtesy were unrivalled.’21Robert 
was the Warwickshire Golf Club’s founder, 
President and for the first two years its Captain, and 

Boothby (centre) with Maitland Dougall (left) and Col. 
Dixon, RA, in the uniform of the 3rd Fife Volunteers

Image Courtesy of University of St Andrews Library (ALB2-188)
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continued to play an important role in its affairs for 
years. The Club could hardly have chosen anyone 
with better golfing credentials. Moreover, he was 
adept at getting things done. The Warwickshire 
sustained a grievous loss in 1893 when he returned 
home to Scotland. It had been the focus of his life for 
seven years and Leamington Spa his second home. 
His resignation of the presidency was received 
with universal regret and he was given a cordial 
vote of thanks for his services to Warwickshire golf 
and elected an honorary member of the Club.22 
He would be sorely missed but although 63 years 
of age, he continued to be prominent in the affairs 
of the R&A on his return to St Andrews after his 
retirement. However, to the delight of his many 
friends, Boothby made a surprise visit to Warwick 
in 1895, during the annual match between the 
English and Scottish members of the Club, an event 
that was recorded in the golfing press.23

Latter years
Shortly after his return to Scotland the Colonel 
figured in a remarkable painting in the R&A 
clubhouse, Medal Day at St Andrews, 1894 by the 
renowned Victorian miniaturist, Alexander Wardlow. 
It celebrates a momentous event in the Club’s 
history on the morning of Medal Day at precisely 
nine o’clock, the moment the Right Honourable AJ 
Balfour, MP, Leader of Her Majesty’s Opposition, 
teed up to celebrate his year of office as Captain. 
There are 191 prominent golfers arraigned on the 
first tee in front of the clubhouse. Each figure is an 
exquisite portrait, the sensitive features of Arthur 
Balfour wearing, as usual, an air of faint disdain. 
The picture includes the stocky figure of Robert 
Boothby, heavily moustached and in his smart red 
jacket. Standing next to him is his son-in-law, Harry 
Everard, and James Cunningham, the professional 
at the Arden Golf Club in Solihull, Warwickshire. 

Sadly, Robert died two years later and was given 
an impressive military funeral at St Andrews, in 
which the R&A played a leading role.24 He was 
buried with all the pomp and ceremony befitting an 
eminent Victorian. The St Andrews Citizen eulogised 
him in an impressive obituary: 

… the Colonel, whose commanding figure has long 
been familiar on the links, was much esteemed by 
all who had the pleasure of his acquaintance. He 
stood a handsome man wherever he was … the 
golfing, the social and the soldier’s spheres he 
filled in the [most thorough] manner, for where 
his energies lay, lay his heart. 

The R&A Committee expressed the Club’s great 
sense of loss and Boothby’s silver trophies were 
carried behind the cortege and draped in black to 
honour his memory. Harry Everard wrote: 

an enthusiast in all manner of sport, a frequent 
medal winner at St Andrews, Perth and elsewhere, 
for ten years the Colonel Commandant of the Fife 
Volunteer Artillery, he had taken ... an active part 
in the welfare of the [Royal and Ancient] club, of 
which he had been a member for over forty years. 
... Hundreds of mourners attended, coming from 
the whole length and breadth of Scotland. The 
silver clubs and balls, draped in black, were borne 
by the club officer, while an enormous concourse 
of the general public gave eloquent testimony of 
the universal esteem in which Colonel Boothby 
was held.25 

An iconic figure in Warwickshire golf, few men had 
done more to help the R&A and golf in general than 
Robert. The Colonel’s grandson, Robert Boothby 
– universally known as Bob – was elected to 
Parliament when he was 24 and chosen by Winston 
Churchill as his Parliamentary Private Secretary. He 
supported him in the 1930s and played a prominent 
role in Churchill’s elevation to office in May 1940. 
Bob spoke so admiringly of his grandfather 26 and 
became a political star of radio and television.
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On January 20, the United States of America will 
have a new president.  If Senator Obama (Illinois) 
has a flaw it may well be that he is not a golfer – 
yet.

The GCS guard changed once more at the annual 
meeting in September. Outgoing President Roger 
Hill (Michigan) presided over the banquet, his last 
act before turning over the gavel to Phil Kostolnik 
(Minnesota). Bob Gettis (Pennsylvania) is the new 
Vice President and Howard Kolodny (Maryland) 
will handle the finances as Treasurer. John Sherwood 
(Kent) remains as the Director of Region 10 – the 
rest of the world outside of North America.

As you already know our friend Bob Labbance 
(Vermont) passed away this summer. Fortunately 
the GCS was able to present him with its Founders 
Award, for lengthy and honorable service to the 
Society, while he was still around to personally 
accept. Few recipients have been more deserving 
than Bob. For eleven plus years, he churned out 
the quarterly GCS Bulletin. During Bob’s last days, 
Brown Ale stepped to the plate and on an interim 
basis turned out the June issue while the Society’s 
board chose a new editor. Reporting for duty 
to create the September issue is another author, 
historian and golf nut, Jim Apfelbaum, working 
from his editorial crow’s nest in Austin, Texas. He 
will be ably assisted in the production department 
by newspaperman Jim Davis of Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. This duo’s first effort was colorful, 
tasteful, newsy and contemporary in layout. Mr 
Labbance would have been rightly proud.

The 2008 GCS Annual Meeting was convened in 
late September at the Marriott Griffin Gate Resort 
in Lexington, Kentucky. As a facility, it is hard to 
imagine the GCS finding a better property for 
the money.  There were three notable speakers to 
entertain the 140 members and guests. 

Mike Just (Kentucky), President of Louisville 
Golf Company, spoke on the line of replica wood 
shaft clubs his company manufactures. Most 

recently they produced a limited edition replica 
of Samuel Ryder’s personal wood head putter in 
observance of the Ryder Cup Matches being held in 
Louisville the week prior to the GCS meeting. It is 
worth noting that Mike’s late brother, Elmore, made 
the Company’s first wood shafted replica long head 
playclubs and putters after playing in the inaugural 
National Hickory Championship in 1998. They were 
specifically marketed to NHC players; the market 
is far more widespread now.  Continuing on that 
theme, Randy Jensen, eight-time NHC Champion 
spoke on how to select and prepare antique clubs 
for use in modern hickory play.  

John Fischer III (Ohio) spoke after the banquet 
Friday evening. His father Johnny Fischer, Jr was 
the last USGA champion to win with hickory clubs 
in the US Amateur of 1936. Amazingly he continued 
using hickories into the 1950s, never being fully 
satisfied with steel shafts. John’s detailed account 
of his dad’s comments on clubs and those of people 
around him was fascinating for an audience of 
historians and collectors. His presentation was 
dotted with anecdotes like this one about Francis 
Ouimet describing Johnny’s game:

With the irons, midiron, mashie and niblick, he 
is sensational at times and never presses, using 
a short, compact stroke with a open stance.  In 
approaching he is highly accurate.  Fischer is a 
good putter, and the breaks on the green never 
seem to bother him.

The USGA was represented at the meeting by 
David Normoyle (New Jersey) who brought one of 
the museum’s newest display additions:  the visor 
that Arnold Palmer wore during his 1960 US Open 
victory, then threw into the crowd after holing his 
final putt.

The 2009 GCS Annual Meeting site was 
announced as Far Hills, New Jersey and the USGA 
Museum will host some ancillary activities involving 
golf topics of an historical nature. October 1-4 is the 
weekend of the event.

Longtime member, and former GCS President, 
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Warren ‘Ole’ Olson (Iowa) was honored at the 
31st edition of the Heart of America hickory golf 
tournament, the oldest hickory event with which 
we are familiar. Olson, the tournament’s founder, is 
now officially Mr Heart of America. In the past few 
years Ole penned two books of fictional golf short 
stories. The two have now been combined into a 
reprint edition titled The Complete Bogeys, Birdies and 
Eagles due out at year-end.

An interesting book that crossed my desk comes 
from Geert & Sara Nijs, Netherlanders living in 
France, who have written the definitive work on 
chole: Choule—The Non-Royal But Most Ancient Game 
of Crosse. For many years I have marveled at why so 
many golf collectors desire to have a choule club in 
their collections. I won’t speculate any further but 
those folks can now have the authoritative choule 
book in their golf libraries as well. Available from 
ancientgolf@wanadoo.fr

In late September we lost another member of 
longstanding, Ross Goodner (Oklahoma). For many 
years Ross worked for Golf Magazine before moving 
from New York into Connecticut and taking up with 
Golf Digest. Besides regularly contributing to the 
magazines, Ross also wrote several books including 
Golf’s Greatest and the history of Chicago Golf Club. 
His collecting interests were varied but he especially 
enjoyed picking up Walter Hagen items. He loved 
baseball and in retirement went on trips to many of 
the major league ball parks. Ross had a very deep 
understanding of and appreciation for golf history, 
not just the big names but the tertiary-level details 
that good historians relish. He did his best to infuse 
golf publications with proper historical material 
when golf history had not yet been welcomed by 
the national mags.  

Museums ain’t what they used to be. Case in point: 
the USGA Golf Museum at Far Hills has opened 
its latest interactive exhibit. Behind the new Palmer 
Center wing it has constructed a putting green very 
similar to the legendary Himalayas of St. Andrews. 
Nigel and Fiona were recently there and reported 

that they used replica balls and clubs, including the 
Schenectady, the Otto Hackbarth bifurcated hosel 
and Bobby Jones’s Calamity Jane to experience how 
different…or similar…putting was in the early 20th 
century.

Here’s one of those interesting facts that you will 
learn from regularly reading this column that you 
might not get anywhere else. Recently John Daly 
(Arkansas) was passing through my town on his 
personal tour bus, which, if you haven’t seen it, is 
pretty impressive. He stopped at the well-known 
watering hole Hooters for some libation and a snack. 
Apparently he became immobile from excessive 
sampling of the products. His entourage was 
unhappy about the delay, fired up the coach and 
departed.  At closing time the local constabulary 
was summoned and had no other recourse but 
to make him a ‘guest’ of Forsyth County for the 
evening under its 24-hour ‘sleep it off’ law. When 
facing the media the next day Daly cleared up the 
whole misunderstanding by informing everyone 
that he sleeps with his eyes open.  Had they known 
that there would have been no problem. You heard 
it first, here.

Once upon a time,  not so long ago, there was a highly 
respected defense attorney in the city of Chicago.  
After defending a criminal who was released back 
into the public following a not-guilty verdict, the 
attorney was asked by a righteously indignant 
citizen how he could sleep at night knowing he had 
defended a crook who was obviously guilty beyond 
the shadow of a doubt. The lawyer replied, ‘I have 
absolutely no trouble getting to sleep at night. When 
my head hits the pillow I simply begin playing my 
favorite golf course in my mind. On every hole 
I drive, approach and two-putt with great skill.  
Unfortunately I have never been able to stay awake 
long enough to get past the ninth hole’.

May the winter weather be mild enough to allow 
you a tolerable amount of time on the links, and in 
the clubhouse bar just as much.  Happy holidays.

Brown Ale (North Carolina)

Copy date for the March issue of TTG is the 15th of February
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WHAT NOW SEEMS a life time ago, 
although it was only 1993, Mr Bob Grant 
kindly asked me to submit a chapter 

on Ladies Golf Books, within his forthcoming 
publication Aspects of Collecting Golf Books.  The 
contributors were of the highest calibre of writers on 
a variety of golfing topics, from not only the British 
Isles, as with Philip A Truett, Richard Durran and 
Alastair J Johnston and the late Fred Hawtree but 
well known figures from both the USA and Canada. 
The Introduction was by the now late and greatly 
lamented Joseph SF Murdoch, ‘whose influence 
in the world of golf collecting in all its aspects can 
never be over estimated.’ My assignment turned out 

to be a massive undertaking and held my attention 
for an unbelievable two years.
     There were several authors abroad to locate, their 
permission to quote required and a number to ask 
for their reminiscences on the great and the good. 
Several authors I had only admired from afar. It 
was an exciting adventure and I learnt much in my 
quest. Now thanks to Bob, who has kindly given me 
his permission to reproduce my findings, I thought 
it would stimulate interest for possible Christmas 
gifts – that’s if copies can be located. However I shall 
not endeavour to bring the narrative up to date, 
instead leaving it as it appears within the actual 
chapter, (but with the odd omission, as otherwise 
the text could become far too complicated and 
far too lengthy for our Editor!) Also, I have only 
included titles within this BGCS Christmas issue, 
until the outbreak of World War II, whereas Aspects 
continued up until 1995.

Introduction 
In her highly acclaimed and immensely pleasurable 
1924 Golfing Reminiscences, the eminent ladies golf 
journalist, county player and greatly loved ‘Auntie 
Mabel’ to countless aspiring champions, Miss ME 
Stringer (1869–1959) opens her preface with an 
apology to her readers for the results of her laborious 
investigations had proved exceedingly frustrating 
and she wrote:

I have spared no trouble In trying to trace back 
some of the older photographs to their source, but 
even with the aid of the GPO and by instituting 
exhaustive inquiries I have failed to obtain any 
clue to the whereabouts of the authors of certain 
photographs of 25 to 30 years ago. ‘Presumed 
dead’ ‘Gone away’, ‘not  known’, and in one 
case ‘Went to Canada 20 years ago; not heard 
of since’ was scrawled on the envelopes of my 
returned letters asking permission to publish the Mabel Stringer and May Hezlet
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photographs – and therefore many imperfections 
will be found in the pages perhaps even, in spite 
of careful research, some errors in dates and data 
may be detected.

I then went on to say how I could equate to such an 
admission For after a quarter of a century of being 
far removed from the golfing scene (as I had retired 
in 1968) what chance did I possess to submit my in- 
depth findings on this, thus far, scarcely researched 
subject of ladies golf books and their absorbing 
contents. For I was not a qualified historian, writer 
nor academic, but one who was, for a short span 
of years, greatly privileged to mingle and compete 
amidst the cut and thrust of county and international 
golf and consequently gaze in awe upon the great 
and famous, who had graced the world of ladies golf. 
In turn these people would relate wonderful stories 
of the exploits of those pioneering ladies, who well 
over a century ago flocked in their vast numbers, 
to pit their enquiring and hitherto subdued skills 
against not only the harsh environment, but against 
man’s preconceived notion that these ladies were 
incapable of organising their own affairs! However 
as history now relates many of their sternest critics, 
including the illustrious Horace Hutchinson, 
ultimately became staunch allies of their newly 
formed Ladies Golf Union.

Therefore having been personally greatly 
privileged to experience ‘the fierce cauldron of 
international competition’ to quote the legendary 
Belle Robertson MBE, it may be surprising to learn 
that up until seven years ago (1984) I possessed 
precisely three ladies books. These were A Gallery 
of Women Golfers (1961) by the indomitable hat trick 
winner of the British Ladies’ and revered writer of 
three titles, Miss Enid Wilson; secondly, Play Golf the 
Wright Way (1962) by Micky Wright, the brilliant all-
conquering American; and finally the exhilarating 
autobiography by ‘The Babe’ entitled This Life I’ve 
Led, (1956). But now what classics and essential titles 
would be required for any comprehensive library of 
meaning and depth?

It is therefore my true regret that during my 
golfing travels of the 60s that I never saw fit to 
purchase the then readily available ladies books, 
especially those written at the turn of the (previous) 
century. For within the past ten years (I indicated) 
securing these titles had developed on such a vast 
scale, that it is extremely hard to even trace the 
earlier books, let alone purchase them on a limited 
budget.

The genius of the scarlet year books                                  
It is impossible to comprehend how ladies golf 
would have developed, without the visionary 
expertise of a lady from Putney,  South West London. 
For throughout history developing organisations 

have had cause to be eternally grateful to far-
sighted persons for their outstanding organisational 
skills. Miss Jessica Issette Frances Pearson (1862-
1941) was one such lady and her name will be ever 
synonymous with the Ladies Golf Union, formed in 
1893 and more importantly her brainchild, the first 
early Year Books.
     Recently I viewed this unique set of record books 
at the headquarters of the LGU in St Andrews. First 
impressions can be deceptive. For as I gazed in 
considerable anticipation upon the No. 1 issue, with 
its scarlet hard covers and measuring a mere 7.5” 
x 5”, in my total ignorance I somehow expected it 
to be more imposing, in keeping with its illustrious 
compiler. However on carefully opening the first 
of the 133 pages, my disappointment evaporated, 
as I was instantly transported back in time. For 
countless intriguing facts and figures are to be found 
as one is compelled to read on in sheer amazement, 
at the exploits of these remarkable pioneering 
ladies of privilege. Not only does this cherished 
and immensely valuable No. 1 issue give a detailed 
directory of the nineteen then affiliated clubs with 
members’ names, addresses, handicaps, committees 
etc, but it allows one a glimpse into a now bygone 
age, with amongst other aspects, its quaintness of 
terms, now seemingly lost forever. Surnames were 
such as Miss Hassard Short, with mixed foursomes 
played in ‘charming weather on Christmas Day’ 
and when players could win ‘a feather fan or two 
silent caddies’. Miss Mabel Stringer, a great friend 
of Miss Pearson states in her Golfing Reminiscences 
that: 

Issette Pearson 
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The book was hailed with joy by all golfers. 
However at one shilling, in its early days the Year 
Book was never a financial success; the ordinary 
player did not appear to realise how indispensable 
it was, and it could not be produced merely from 
the sales to the clubs, or the officials, and nobody 
seemed to want it for their library at home.

In Golfing Ladies, Rosalynde Cossey enlightens us 
further:

In 1900, when the price of the handbook was Two 
Shillings, … the cost of publishing became so great 
that the LGU, which had lost £35 on its publication 
the previous year, considered abandoning it. 
The women’s magazine Gentlewomen thereupon 
provided financial support, but Miss Pearson 
warned that if the book was not a success the 
following year, it would not be issued again. 
At this time it was sent free of charge to all the 
associate clubs.

Survive it did, and over the next few seasons, the 
year books grew to such colossal proportions that by 
1914, with the price of 3s 6d, there were almost 1,000 
pages. The 35 pages of illustrated advertisements 
are of special delight.
     After the First World War it was obvious that the 
expense of publishing such an enormous manual 
could not be sustained. The whole operation was 
scaled down to a neat, easy-to-carry manual, but 
still maintaining the hard scarlet covers that Miss 
Pearson had introduced. 
     Although now named The Lady Golfers Handbook 
at least the LGU Centenary Committee, in preparing 
their centenary issue, (1993) happily returned 
to the original format of the hard covered little 
scarlet book, with its decorative embossed motifs 
tastefully gracing the front cover in no doubt a 
fitting tribute to the wondrous Miss Issette Pearson. 
The great lady would have been justly proud with 
their endeavours and of the prodigious growth of 
her creation. 

Pioneers and others 1896 -1919
Like many of her contemporaries, Miss Alice Maude 
Mary Starkie-Bence (what a mouthfull!) (1867 -1916), 
was a tenacious character. She was famed for her 
long powerful hard hitting and her mighty deeds 
are given extensive coverage in Rosemary Milton’s 
meticulously researched, A History of Ladies’ Golf in 
Sussex (1993). An indication of Miss SB’s keenness 
to compete in all weathers can be measured by her 
comments within a captivating 90-page chapter for 
The Sportswoman’s Library, Vol 1 (1898) as follows:

Through snow we pursue the game on the frozen 
and ice covered links, with balls painted red. 
Again in March gales, we toil round regardless 
of the flapping skirts and blow-away hats, but in 
May days when the weather is lovely, when the 

courses and their greens are at their best, then it is 
that we lay ourselves out for pure enjoyment, and 
reap the well-deserved fruits of a winter of steady 
practice.

Ladies as golf professionals
Apart from Mrs Kennard’s golfing novel of 1896, 
the leading players had long yearned for a serious 
book of their play and of their links and Miss 
SB’s words paved the way for the first full length 
publication of 1899. With its religious connotations, 
due to several seemingly night time sightings of The 
Virgin Mary, Our Lady of the Green, was dedicated 
to ‘All Sporting and Plucky Golfers’, and edited 
by Mrs Louie MacKern and Mrs Mollie Boys, two 
well known accomplished low handicap players 
from Blackheath. In actual fact Mrs MacKern had 
been invited to be the LGU’s first Treasurer, but had 
declined because of personal commitments. Mrs 
Boys on the other hand, according to Golf, played 
mostly in Scotland, only joining Blackheath in 1897, 
as previously, ‘she was in other distant lands’. Both 
were familiar to the golfing literary public, for they 
regularly submitted articles to various periodicals 
and chapters within titles compiled or written by 
men. Their joint venture, along with chapters by 
other leading players of the day is of pure delight.
     Chapter X will be a complete revelation to all 
present-day lady professionals, for discussed in 
great detail is the subject of ladies contemplating 
golf as a career. It suggests that:

As green-keeper she would probably be paid £52 
(£1 a week); then, if caretaker of the club, she would 
naturally have lodgings free, and as professional 
instructor it would not be unreasonable to put the 
fees between £30 and £40 a year. But who among 
us could live on £90 a year?

Under the Management of Clubs, all present day 
captains and committees should take note!

In presiding over committee meetings, if the hand 
of steel is sometimes necessary, it should always be 
covered by the velvet glove. The happy medium 
between laying down the law and weakness is not 
too easy to find; but the ideal captain has a sort 
of instinct for divining the feeling of the majority 
and guiding it to a wise resolution. To sum up, she 
should always lead, but never drive.

Our Lady of the Green has a most beautiful decorative 
colourful front cover and it is an essential title for any 
library of worth. However as there were possibly 
only 750 copies printed, it is becoming difficult to 
obtain and therefore costly to secure.

First British golf book with photographs
Five years were to elapse, before in 1904, at the 
tender age of 22, Ireland’s Miss May Hezlet (later 
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Mrs AE Ross) wrote her own lengthy observations, 
instructions and general notes for a now golf crazy 
public entitled Ladies Golf. ‘Miss May’ as she was 
known to her family, was well and truly born into 
golf, for all the Hezlets played to a high competitive 
standard. She is given noticeable coverage as the 
best woman golfer of her era in the recent Centenary 
History of the Irish Ladies’ Golf Union, by John 
Redmond and Dermot Gilleece, who enlighten us 
further. Born in 1882: 

She began playing at the tender age of nine and 
had won her first competition by the time she was 
eleven, her progress was dramatic, to the extent 
that as a fifteen year-old, she was runner up in 
the Irish Close Championship of 1898. Indeed her 
achievement in capturing the British title a few 
days after her seventeenth birthday, remains a 
record for the event.

Her chapter on Practical Instruction is of special 
delight, for how true is the following:

It is sometimes advisable to have a friend near 
at hand while practising, as an onlooker can 
frequently more readily discover the fault than 
the player herself. Friends, as a rule, express their 
opinions candidly when asked for advice, but the 
player must take it kindly, in the spirit it is given, 
and not be offended at plain speaking. It is not 
always easy to do so, and one’s pride is apt to be a 
little hurt, but it is wiser to make the effort.

Another delightful passage that will surely appeal 
to most golfers of both sexes:

It is incredible the number of bunkers which seem 
to spring up, as it were, in a moment, and beset 
the path of the beginner, as if there were some 
malign spirit about determined to put as many 
difficulties and discouragements in the way as 
possible. Bunkers of all kinds and varieties, some 
fairly easy to negotiate, others places of despair, 
filled with forlorn hopes and the shreds of scoring 
cards thrown to the winds of hapless golfers.

The first American ladies’ book  
Across the Atlantic, the ladies’ game was gathering 
momentum and by the turn of the century, America 
was producing fine players who demanded the 
greatest respect. Mrs Charles T Stout, was such a 
competitor, who, as Miss Genevieve Hecker, was 
their national champion in 1901 and 1902. Ireland’s 
Miss Adair who had travelled extensively across the 
States spoke of her in glowing terms – suggesting 
that she was:

the best exponent of the game in America. The 
game she plays is very powerful – a full swing, free 
from jerk or strain: and in the long game she uses 
her shoulders with much effect, and is mistress of 
the use of her clubs.

Whilst copyrighted in 1902, Mrs. Stout’s own 
thought-provoking manual Golf for Women was not 
published until 1904. On the eye-catching cover 
is depicted a colourful illustration of a strikingly 
beautiful lady, clad in a voluminous white blouse 
and matching flowing skirt. Her club is cradled 
astride her hips, as if she was about to snap her 
weapon across her knee, possibly in anger at 
missing a shot! In her powerful introduction Mrs 
Stout indicates that for some time there had been 
a great need for an instructional book written from 
the women’s point of view, and indicates, that 
whilst men’s books were fine and dandy:

There were many points about the best of them 
which were, perhaps familiar as the ABC to a man, 
but wholly incomprehensible to a woman.

Having viewed Mr Philip Truett’s copy it is a lovely 
book with 217 uncut pages and numerous pen and 
ink illustrations. Occasionally copies have become 
available but those I have been offered have been 
distressed in some way. In hindsight maybe it 
would have been wiser to own a copy, than possess 
none at all. 

(Since 1993 I did however manage to purchase a 
copy (at a price!) and it really is a gem, with almost 30 
superb photographs of the author at various stages of her 
swing. It was well worth waiting for.  However in 2001 
a facsimile was published by Legacy Golf. At £12 it is 
superb value and I highly recommend you to buy a copy, 
as in my humble opinion it is worth considerably more 
and true to the orginal).

Genevieve Hecker (1883 - 1960)
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Maud Gordon Robertson with a pupil, using the flatter swing of the day

First ladies title by a gentleman
From all accounts James Braid, he of the droopy 
mustachio, was blessed with an imperturbable 
constitution. This qualification obviously equipped 
him well to deal with the fairer sex! For in 1908 he 
was the first man to produce a full length ladies’ 
instructional book, aptly entitled The Ladies Field 
Golf Book, which sold for the princely sum of 2s 
0d. For the 25 photographic instructional plates, 
Braid uses the same lady throughout, at various 
stages of her good or indifferent strokes. Sadly 
the identification of his model remains a mystery. 
However, it is suggested by Philip Truett (he of 
unquestionable knowledge!) that the photographs 
were possibly taken at Walton Heath where Braid 
was the professional for 45 years.

The book is short in comparison to other 
publications with only 82 pages. As with many  
others of the era it is enhanced by numerous delight-
ful advertisements declaring the latest golfing 
gadgets of the day. Under General Hints we learn:

If ladies have difficulty in keeping a tight grip of 
their clubs, they will find it a very good thing to 
wear thin cotton gloves – only cotton ones – as 
these serve to give a really splendid grip

Having searched for this title long and hard, I was 
in all truth slightly disappointed with the contents, 
considering the hefty price. The reason, having 
carefully inspected dealers catalogues over the 
years, is as expected – this book hardly ever appears 
and when it does, is highly expensive.

The first lady professional    
As with the mysterious Gloria Minoprio later in the 
1930s, Mrs Maud Gordon Robertson is a researcher’s 
nightmare, but what can be gleaned from her 61 
-page, appealing and now exceedingly rare, Hints to 
Lady Golfers (1909) is as follows:

I believe that I am correct in stating that I am the 
first, and so far, the only Lady Golf Professional, 
and have been attached to the Princes’ Mitcham 
Ladies club for four years, and I am proud to think 
many of my pupils have been most successful, 
both in tournaments and competitions.

Priced at 2s 6d nett the hard covers are light grey 
with inset red lettering. The frontispiece is a 
charming oval photograph of the author, taken by 
her friend and eminent photographer Miss Annie 
Bell. This engaging photograph would suggest that 
Mrs. Robertson is off to The Mayor’s Ball, for she 
is wearing a stunning off the shoulder dress, with 
her chest festooned with one enormous white rose 
which would have surely won first prize at the RHS 
Summer Show. Mrs Robertson’s style of writing 
is immensely enjoyable and aided by Miss Bell’s 
photographs of the author playing various shots. 
The book is of enormous benefit to her readers, for 
it contains a considerable amount of sound common 
sense, such as:

It is a very good thing to look at the line of the putt 
from the hole first, so that you may judge the fall 
of the ground.

Whilst not an international, Mrs Robertson was a 
low handicapper and appeared in social matches, 
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such as the Married Ladies v the Single Ladies. She 
also wrote a popular most informative monthly 
column for Golf Illustrated.

Enter the first of the Amazons
In 1911 the younger generation were catered for 
with Golf for Girls by the legendary Miss Charlotte 
Cecilia Pitcairn Leitch (1891 – 1977). Written when 
Miss Leitch was only twenty years old, this is a 
scrumptious, small manual with unfortunately 
flimsy covers. The joy of actually locating a copy 
intact is therefore immense. A fine action shot of the 
author, completing a full-blooded drive adorns the 
impressive pale blue illustrated dust wrappers of 
the UK edition. Apparently there is some confusion 
as to the exact year our young would-be champion 
wrote this book, as 'ca.1911’ is always printed besides 
the title within dealers catalogues. However I can 
confirm that within my own copy, 1911 is boldly 
written in ink, besides the owner’s name.
     For those fascinated with statistics, under The 
Equipment of the Game, Miss Leitch enlightens us on 
her club selection for the now famous encounter in 
October, 1910 against Mr Harold Hilton:

I carried two drivers, 2 brassies, one spoon, one 
heavy iron, one mashie iron, one niblick, one 
putting cleek and one wooden putter. One of my 
drivers was whippy, and good for driving down 
the wind, or when there was no wind; the other 
was shorter and stiffer.

In conclusion our ‘Silloth flapper’ delivers sound 
advice to her girls:

Never slack off when in possession of a long lead, 
and never give up when you are badly down. Many 
a seeming victory has become defeat, because the 
player with the lead has slacked off, and many a 
seeming defeat has become a victory because the 
player who was down kept on trying.

All these years later it would appear nothing 
changes in golf.

Commanders of the course 1920-1939
After the dark days of the Great War, with several 
leading lights sadly no longer around, Miss Leitch 
returned with renewed vigour, not only to secure 
her hat trick of championship victories, but happily 
to enthral the literary golfing public with her classic 
book entitled, Golf (1922), which she dedicated to 
her mother. The now scarce dust wrappers forcibly 
portray Miss Leitch’s striking features. With thick 
uncut pages and priced at 10s. 6d, the countless 
photographs of her special recovery shots are truly 
breathtaking and vividly convey her aggressive 
style – a technique never previously displayed by 
a woman. Miss Leitch died in 1977 and thus ended 
a lifetime dedicated to golf and her many loyal and 
loving friends throughout the world.

Auntie Mabel
Reference was made within The Introduction to one 
of the most remarkable figures in the development 
of the ladies’ game, Miss Mabel E Stringer, who 
amongst her numerous achievements master-
minded the Girls’ Championship. Her Golfing 
Reminiscences (1924) is a researcher’s delight, for it 
is weighty masterpiece, containing over 250 uncut 
pages plus 59 photographs, and within its hardback 
covers Miss Stringer introduces us to hundreds of 
celebrities of her day. All names are listed at the 
back – if only all golf books were so organised.
     Her opening chapter on Early Days is especially 
captivating. The following quotation paints a 
wonderfully vivid picture of a golfing scene in the 
1860s, which had been described to Miss Stringer:

She had been sitting in the park in the morning 
(it was the height of the season) and she arrived 
in her park clothes – long skirt with a little train, 
large hat trimmed with ostrich feathers – and 
actually played round in this get-up as a matter of 
course. She was quite a good player too!

Having acquired this book, one will fully understand 
why Miss Stringer’s masterpiece has to be a firm 
cornerstone of any library.  It is an invaluable record 
of a lifetime dedicated to reporting the deeds of not 
only the famous but of ordinary people and events; 
it is a rounded, vivid picture of the era.  

Scots who beat the years
To mark their 25th Anniversary, ladies north of 
the border were treated to a beautifully presented 
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and privately printed book entitled The History of 
the Scottish Ladies Golfing Association (1903 – 1928), 
compiled by Mrs Noel Dunlop-Hill, who was one 
of Scotland’s most respected and greatly loved 
honorary secretaries. With its patriotic purple 
decorative cloth hard covers and gold lettering, the 
simple but striking front cover displays in addition 
an impressive fluttering gold association flag. A 
most interesting internal feature is a double page 
spread listing the nation’s well known competitors' 
maiden names and in addition their married 
names. This is an invaluable record for any would-
be historian. Although difficult to secure, copies do 
occasionally appear.

Charitable golf
A rather unusual, yet immensely significant, action 
packed book appeared in 1932 which will both 
delight the reader and stimulate much conversation. 
Privately produced, this book is now extremely 
rare. Printed on the plain front hard cover is the 
following: 1893 – 1932 Ladies Championship Golf in 
aid of The Golfers’ Cot for the London Princess Elizabeth 
Hospital. 
     This is, as far as I know, the only ladies book, 
written with the sole purpose of raising funds for 
others, in this case the recipients being too young 
to swing a club. It contains a moving introduction 

by Bernard Darwin and a variety of interesting 
chapters by several eminent people of the day, 
including Miss Hezlet, Miss Leitch, Miss Wethered 
and Miss Helme.

The historian who made history              
Although it was not Miss Eleanor E Helme’s first 
title, a charming and noteworthy title with the 
longest title name is, After the Ball: Merry Memories of 
a golfer, being the story of Forty-six Championships and 
other Golfing Occasions pursued with Clubs, Notebook 
and Pencil (ca.1931). When Miss Stringer retired, 
it was she who took over the major assignment 
of reporting the events of the day, chiefly via The 
Morning Post. However let Miss Helme, tell you 
more:

It was during dinner-time in the Guildford Hotel 
at Sandwich, that Miss Stringer said to me, ‘Why 
don’t you try writing on golf? You have written 
about hockey’. It was a bright thought; an exciting 
one. Why shouldn’t I? – the next morning I beat 
Miss Stringer, a doubtful way of expressing my 
gratitude, though a matter of great pride.

As with Miss Stringer’s book, the index to Miss 
Helme’s light hearted caper through the years, 
introduces us to a host of now sadly forgotten 
ladies. Personally I found chapter thirty-nine on 
Queries one of the funniest passages in any book. 
Besides being an ace reporter, Miss Helme was a 
crack golfer, winning the first Worplesdon Mixed 
Foursomes in 1921 with Mr TA Torrance against 
Roger and Joyce Wethered – some victory. The now 
late greatly admired brilliant three times British 
Champion and countless Scottish titles, Mrs Jessie 
Valentine informed me that she had fond memories 
of this most prolific of scribes:

I remember Miss Helme, she was the most kind 
and wonderful writer, never said a nasty word 
about any golfer, unlike some others.

(Now our own Mrs Maureen (Ruttle) Garrett winner of 
the 1983 USGA’s Bob Jones Award and highly respected 
lady around the world sends her own appreciation of Miss 
Helme. ‘I came into contact with EH when as a sixteen 
year old I played in the Bystander Foursomes. She was 
a charming but rather old-fashioned type of lady with a 
cheery little face, very like the schoolmistresses of old! In 
fact the right person to be running such an event as the 
Bystander and the Girls, as she was full of enthusiasm, 
fun and always offering encouragement.’)

The conclusion to Liz Pook's review 
of the literature of ladies' golf , including 
acknowledgements and references, will 

appear in the next issue of TTGEleanor Helme (1887 - 1967)



Christmas Greetings from Oz

WHILE THE YOUNGER GENERATION 
play ‘six degrees from Kevin Bacon’, 
which incidentally sparked off some 

medical research on networking which may come 
up with a cure for cancer, us oldies tend to prefer the 
game of  ‘claims to fame’ where someone we meet 
has ‘danced with someone who has danced with 
the Prince of Wales’. My claim to fame this year is to 
have played nine holes of golf at Royal Hobart, with 
one of the best Australian amateur golfers, Peter 
Toogood, who had tea and scones with Bobby Jones 
in the great man's hotel suite at St Andrews after the 
third round of the Eisenhower Trophy in 1958.

Peter had just shot 71 for his third round, and 
was changing his shoes when he was approached 
by an American team official who said Mr Jones 
wanted to see him. Thinking that he might have 
done something wrong, a worried Peter Toogood, 
was escorted to Mr Jones’ suite. He shook hands 
with the great man and was served tea while 
Jones explained that he had been following Peter's 
match and was intrigued that a boy from Tasmania 
had a ‘one piece American type swing’. He was 
enlightened when Toogood explained that his 
father, Alf, although born in London, England 
had played with a number of American golfers as 
he had qualified for several Open Championships 
and had also played with American golfers in the 

Australian Open after he emigrated. At home Alf 
had pasted up several pictures of Byron Nelson, 
part way through his swing, on the surrounds of the 
fireplace in their house. For the next hour or so they 
discussed the golf swing, practice techniques and the 
importance of concentration. As Peter left the room 
his overwhelming memory was of Jones’ thoughts 
that when faced with a particularly difficult shot the 
golfer should ‘go with his instinct’.

When I pressed Peter Toogood about any 
keepsakes (autograph or signed photo?) he might 
have from his meeting he replied that he had none 
except his memories. However he does have a 
photograph of Bobby Jones, the winning Australian 
team, and the Eisenhower Trophy.

The day I played with Peter Toogood he was off 
7 at the age of 82 and that was only because a couple 
of months earlier, when playing off 4, he had had a 
fall and is now gradually working his way back. I 
am very fortunate to have been allowed to play nine 
holes with this inspirational man – and no I did not 
ask him for his autograph!

And so to the beach for Christmas Day; prawns on 
the barbie and cold Chardy in the glass. I will spare 
you a thought and maybe see you in 2010.

Peter Gompertz

The Australian team of Bruce Devlin, Bob Stevens, Doug Bachli and Peter Toogood hold 
aloft the enormous Eisenhower Trophy in 1958, watched by Bobby Jones (bottom right)

Image courtesy of University of St Andrews Library (GMC-15-37-2)
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THE ST CLAIR FAMILY were staunch 
supporters of the reigning monarchy of 
Scotland for many centuries. The first Baron 

of Rosslyn, William St Clair, was appointed in 1070 
and given the lands of Rosslyn. It is from this line 
that the subject of this article is descended as the 
19th Baron of Rosslyn, William St Clair. He was born 
in 1700 at Rosslyn Castle to parents Alexander St 
Clair and Jean Sempill, a daughter of Lord Sempill. 
Aged 23 he married Cordelia, a daughter of Sir 
George Wishart of Cliftonhall, near Edinburgh. 
They produced eight children, but sadly, only one 
daughter, Sarah, survived beyond childhood. 

In the seventeenth century, Scotland’s principal 
sports were archery, shooting and horse racing; 
golf was very much a minor sport played by small 
groups scattered throughout the country but mainly 
on the east coast links. The majority of the archers 
came from the upper class and are thought to have 
been the first sportsmen to form a sporting society, 
His Majesty’s Company of Archers in 1676, which 
became the Royal Company of Archers in 1704. 
Forty years later in 1744 the first golfing society was 
formed, The Company of Edinburgh Golfers, which 
became the Honourable Company of Edinburgh 
Golfers in 1800. The Society of St Andrews Golfers 
was formed in 1754 and became the Royal and 
Ancient Golf Club in 1834. 

William St Clair’s sporting prowess first came 
to light after joining the Royal Company of Archers 
in 1721 and winning their principal trophy, the 
Edinburgh Silver Arrow, in 1723. The competition 
was held on Leith Links where small groups of 
golfers also played regularly, especially in winter. 
There was much socialising between the gentlemen 
of each sport so that when the golf societies were 
formed, many members held dual membership. A 
third and much sought-after group, the Freemasons, 
also had prominent archers and golfers as members. 
The St Clair family, from the earliest days of 
Fremasonry were hereditary Grand Masters but 
William, with no male heir, gave up the family 
right to the honour in 1736. Surprisingly, at this 
time, he was not a member of the masons, but this 
was rectified as he was rushed through the various 
stages of membership within months. At the end of 

William St Clair of Rosslyn (1700–1778)

John Cubbage
tells the story of one of the great eighteenth century golfers

the year, William St Clair joined the newly-formed 
Grand Lodge of Scotland and in recognition of his 
generosity in giving up the family hereditary rights 
he was elected its first Grand Master Mason.  

This was a turbulent period for William who, 
having no surviving son to inherit the lands of 
Rosslyn and his baronetcy, agreed in 1735 to sell his 
estate to his relative, General James St Clair, a soldier, 
diplomat and Member of Parliament for the County 
of Fife. He was one of 22 subscribers to the purchase 
of the first Silver Club at St Andrews in 1754. The 
subscribers included businessmen, members of the 
Royal Company of Archers and gentlemen golfers 
of St Andrews and Edinburgh. The first competition 
at St Andrews for their Silver Club was won by 
Bailie William Landale, a prominent member of the 
St Andrews Town Council. The General was one of 
several subscribers who did not compete in the first 
challenge. It was probably he, who along with his 
fellow archers and freemasons, encouraged William 
to try his hand at golf. After all he became one of the 
leading archers in the country and the basic skills 
for success were common to both sports, viz. good 
eyesight and judgement, strong and steady hands, 
good concentration and the ability to keep cool 
under all circumstances.

The earliest references to William St Clair 
playing golf was in 1751, but archery was initially 
his prime sport, Thoughout his life he won twenty 
of the Royal Company of Archers competitions and 
sixteen of these victories came aged 51 and above. 
The victories were as follows:

Musselburgh Arrow: 1723, ’26, ‘51, ‘56, ‘68 and ‘69
Edinburgh Arrow: 1731, ‘41 and ‘61
Silver Bowl: 1751, ‘56, ‘61, ‘68, ‘71 and ‘73
The Goose: 1756, ‘57, ’60, ‘70 and ‘71

The latter, established in 1703, was a most bizarre 
competition. A goose was bought, then buried at the 
butts with only its head protruding above ground. 
The archers fired their ‘pot shots’ at the head and 
the winner was given the goose to eat at the evening 
dinner. That the goose was a live target, is indicated 
by the fact that in one year when no winner was 
declared, the result was given as ‘not killed’. St 
Clair’s appetite for geese may have waned after 
three early successes as ten years elapsed before his 
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The 1900s copy of the magnificent portrait by Sir George Chalmers of William St Clair of Rosslyn 
hangs above the fireplace in the Smoking Room at Muirfield
Image courtesy of the Honourable Company of Edinburgh Golfers

next victory!
On the golf links his winning streak began at 

Leith in 1761, aged 61, when he won the competition 
for the Silver Club of the Company of Edinburgh 
Golfers. As per tradition, he automatically became 
Captain for a year. In 1764 he also became Captain 
of the Society of St Andrews Golfers after winning 
their Silver Club for the first time. St Clair’s winning 
score of 121 is of historic interest in that it was the 
first stroke play score to be recorded in the Silver 
Club challenge at St Andrews. Only twelve players 
took part but some doubt is cast on the number 
of holes played. Prior to 1759 the format for this 
challenge at St Andrews was match play with the 
winner being he who had the highest aggregate 
number of holes up when matched against all other 
players. Computation of the result was very time-
consuming and inevitably there could be errors and 
disagreements. To avoid this the change was made 
to stroke play in 1759 over the then current 22-hole 
round. No winning scores were recorded until St 
Clair’s 121 but how many holes did he play? The 
day after the challenge, the Gentlemen Golfers 

agreed at a meeting ‘that for improvement of the 
links the first four holes should be converted into 
two, they therefore have agreed that for the future 
they shall be played as two holes in the same way as 
presently marked out’.

It is open to interpretation as to whether this 
challenge was played over 22 or eighteen holes. 
Traditionally the homeward half was played in 
reverse of the outward half, which explains why 
the minutes only refer to holes 1 to 4 and take for 
granted that the same reduction applies to holes 
19 to 22. The phrase ‘as presently marked out’ 
suggests that markers were installed to indicate 
the alternative future layout. It all depends on 
the eighteenth century interpretation of ‘marked 
out’. There is therefore some doubt as to whether 
St Clair’s victorious round of 121 in 1764 was the 
first over eighteen or the last over 22 holes at St 
Andrews. 

However when considering the scores recorded 
thereafter we get a clearer picture. An ageing St 
Clair won the St Andrews challenge again in 1766 
and 1768 with scores of 103 and 106. In between 
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these, James Durham of Largo won with a fantastic 
score of 94, which was unbeaten in the challenge for 
the Silver Club at St Andrews for a further 86 years. 
Ironically, he won again in 1780 when he equalled 
the highest winning score to that time, in 123. 
Periodic changes to the layout may have contributed 
to these wide variations or perhaps they are just an 
early reminder of the magic of the game. Luck and 
stormy weather could also have played their part 
but it is difficult to accept that St Clair’s winning 
score of 121 was over eighteen holes. I favour the 
22-hole solution but with some lingering doubt. 

St Clair’s ‘home club’ was the Company of 
Edinburgh Golfers whose Silver Club he won for 
the second time at Leith with a score of 103 over 
20 holes in 1766. This gave him the rare honour 
of being Captain of both Edinburgh and the St 
Andrews Golfers in the same year. Two years later 
he completed his hat-trick of wins at St Andrews, 
which was quite an achievement for a 68-year old.

1768 was also a historic year for the Edinburgh 
Golfers as they resolved to build their own first 
‘Golfing House’ at Leith. The minutes recorded:

Leith July 2, 1768. This day Wm. St Clair of 
Roslin, Esq., the undoubted representative of the 
Honourable and Heritable G.M.M of Scotland, 
in presence of Alexander Keith, Esq., Captain of 
the Honourable Company of Goffers, and other 
worthy Members of the Goffing Company, all 
Masons, the G. M., now in his Grand Climax of 
Goffing, laid the Foundation Stone of the Goffing 
House in the S.E corner thereof, by three Strokes 
with the Mallet

This confirms the affinity between the golfers and 
the masons, but the reference to St Clair’s Grand 
Climax turned out to be a bit premature. 

At this stage in his golfing career St Clair’s 
thoughts may have focussed on equalling or beating 
the achievement of John Rattray (1707 – 1771) the 
first winner of the Silver Club and first Captain of 
the Company of Edinburgh Golfers. He is listed as 
Captain from 1744 – 1747 and again in 1751, but what 
at first glance suggests a total of five victories for the 
Silver Club turns out to be only three: 1744, 1745 
and again in 1751. The years between 1745 and 1746 
were spent as surgeon to Bonnie Prince Charlie’s 
army in battles at Prestonpans, Derby and finally, at 
fateful Culloden after which he surrendered.

Rattray’s golfing friend and founder member 
of the Company of Edinburgh Golfers was Duncan 
Forbes of Culloden, Lord President, who was 
famous for trying to prevent the 1745 rebellion. He 
was concerned for the safety of Rattray who, after 
his capture, was transferred to London, where his 
life was thought to be at risk. The influential Forbes 
helped to get Rattray released in 1747 after signing 
an oath of Obedience. Sadly, Forbes died on the 10th 

of December, 1747.
After returning to Edinburgh Rattray completed 

his interrupted spell as Captain in 1747 and in 1751 
he became the first person to achieve a hat-trick of 
wins for the Edinburgh Silver Club. Thereafter he 
had disability problems such that in the Honourable 
Company’s archives of 1752 he defines himself as 
a cripple, which must have marked the end of his 
golfing career. 

The challenge was set for St Clair at Leith, and 
eventually in 1770, aged 70, he won his third Silver 
Club Challenge there to equal Rattray’s hat-trick 
and match his own three wins at St Andrews. This 
proved he had not yet reached his ‘Grand Climax’ 
as did his fourth and final victory again at Leith in 
1771. It was a remarkable achievement. 

St Clair’s fellow Edinburgh golfers honoured 
his achievements by commissioning his portrait to 
be painted in 1771 by fellow member Sir George 
Chalmers. Through the centuries this painting has 
become one of the most famous in golfing history. 
In modern times his extreme closed stance would 
be described as an attempt to overcome a nasty slice 
but it is more likely that it represented the end of an 
era when it was a perfectly natural stance. After all 
a painting dated 1668 in the National Gallery shows 
a kilted player with a similar stance playing golf 
(or het kolven) on ice! A copy of the St Clair portrait 
hangs in the clubhouse at Muirfield to this day. 
The original was bought by the Royal Company 
of Archers in a public sale of the moveable assets 
of the Company of Edinburgh Golfers in 1833. The 
Company suffered a period of financial difficulties 
resulting in the sale of the clubhouse but they just 
survived to re-form the Company in 1836 when 
they moved all their activities to Musselburgh. 

With the Grand Climax of his life now on the 
horizon, St Clair would have been content to think 
that no golfer had equalled his total of seven Silver 
Club victories at Leith and St Andrews up to 1771. 
He would have been aware of the threat from 
Alexander Duncan, who won in 1756 and 1761 at St 
Andrews and then was victorious at Blackheath GC 
in the year of its birth 1766 and again in 1767. After 
working in London, Duncan returned to Scotland 
to win at both St Andrews and Leith in 1781. He 
then matched St Clair’s grand overall total of seven 
Silver Club victories by winning at St Andrews in 
1791 with a score of 99, which was then only the 
second competitive score recorded below 100 in 
the eighteenth century. Duncan thus became the 
only person to win the Silver Club four times at St 
Andrews.

There were other rivals to St Clair’s golfing 
records in the eighteenth century, including Robert 
Allan of Edinburgh who won the right to be the 
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Captain at Leith three times and also won their Gold 
Medal on four occasions up to 1795. At St Andrews, 
James Morrison of Naughton earned his Captaincy 
in 1772, 1779 and 1796. Any hopes he had of being 
Captain again disappeared between 1801 and 1805 
after which all captains were elected, regardless of 
their golfing skills. 

Despite his advancing years St Clair continued 
his sporting activities in the 70s decade by winning 
the Royal Company of Archers’ Silver Bowl Trophy 
in 1773 at Musselburgh, exactly 50 years after 
winning his first Silver Arrow. There were no more 
victories at golf for St Clair and his last appearance 
in competition for the St Andrews Silver Club was 
in 1776.

When discussing the St Clair family one must 
mention the historic Rosslyn Chapel. Construction 
started in 1446 as part of a much larger building 
that has never been completed. It is now a major 
tourist attraction and featured prominently in the 
very successful novel, The Da Vinci Code, published 
in 2003. Some 25 million copies have been sold 
worldwide, and it was followed by the similarly 
successful film of the same title in 2005. Tradition 
tells us that the seventeen Barons of Rosslyn are 
buried in the Chapel vaults, complete with their 
weapons and suits of armour. Corroboration comes 
from Sir Walter Scott, a family friend, who wrote in 
the Lay of the last Minstrel in 1805: ‘Each Baron for 
a sable shroud/Sheathed in his iron panoply.’ Our 
golfing Baron William St Clair, is said to be buried 
in Rosslyn Chapel and one cannot help wondering 
if his weapons of golf and archery lie alongside him 
with perhaps a few feather balls thrown in!

Unfortunately, it is difficult to find much 
information about St Clair’s life and business 
connections post-1736, when he disposed of the 
Rosslyn Estate. He died on the 4th of January, 1778, in 
his home at Liberton Wynd, Edinburgh. Some clues 
to his lifestyle and character are found in a funeral 
oration in honour of William St Clair by Sir William 
Forbes, the Grand Master Mason of Scotland. It was 
presented at a Funeral Lodge attended by masons 
in Edinburgh on the 14th of February, 1778. Forbes, 
a relative of Duncan Forbes of Culloden, praises St 
Clair for his devotion to the cause of the masons 
and for his 'singular act of generosity' post-1736, 
which ensured every GMM was elected by the 
members. With reference to St Clair’s ancestors, he 
quoted that St Clair ‘inherited their intrepid spirit, 
united with the milder virtues of humanity and the 
polished manners of a gentleman’.

So much for his personal character, but what 
about his business life? Forbes continues: 

To those more conspicuous and public parts of 
his character, I am happy to be able to add that 

he possessed in an eminent degree the virtues 
of a benevolent and good heart; virtues which 
ought ever to be the distinguishing marks of a 
true Brother. Though those ample and flourishing 
possessions which the house of Rosslyn once 
inherited had by the mutability of things almost 
totally smouldered away so as scarcely to leave 
to him the vestiges of their ancient and extensive 
domain, yet he not only supported with decent 
dignity the appearance of a gentleman but he 
extended his bounty to many; and so far as his 
fortune permitted, he was ever ready to assist 
those who claimed the benefit of his protection.

If in the course of his transaction in business, 
his schemes were not always successful; if a 
sanguine temper sometimes led him too far in the 
pursuit of a favourite plan; whatever might be 
argued against his prudence, none ever suspected 
the rectitude of his principles; and if at any time 
he was unintentionally the cause of misfortune to 
others, it was never without his being at the same 
time himself a sufferer. 

Surprisingly there is no specific mention of golf 

This portrait of St Clair in masonic dress by Allan Ram-
say, hangs in the Grand Lodge of Scotland, 

Queen Street, Edinburgh
Image reproduced by kind permission of the 

Grand Lodge of Antient and Accepted Masons of Scotland



Through the Green, December 2008                   28

or other sports throughout the lengthy oration. 
Perhaps it was his financial and business troubles 
that kept St Clair away from the golf course before 
he discovered late in his life that golf was an ideal 
opportunity to forget the woes of life and give him a 
new challenge. Sir William Forbes confirms simply 
St Clair’s sporting prowess thus:

Athletic and active, he delighted in all manly 
exercises and in all of them he excelled most of his 
contemporaries. Ardent in his pursuits he steadily 
persevered in promoting the interests of every 
public society whether of business or amusement 
of which he was a member and thereby justly 
obtained pre-eminence in each.

The oration was attended solely by masons and 
after praising St Clair, Forbes reflects on the benefits 
to be gained from the meeting and the lessons 
to be learnt from the life of their worthy Brother. 
Surprisingly, Forbes makes no specific mention of 
the Royal Company of Archers for which St Clair 
served as President for the last twelve years of his 
life. Also missing is a reference to the Archers and 
their parades of seven brigades through Edinburgh 
on competition days when St Clair was prominent 
as the Brigadier to the First Brigade. The golfing 
societies also had their parades with their Silver 
Club on view. 

A principal feature of St Clair’s life must have 
been the Jacobite Rebellion, but again it is absent 
from biographical references. A number of the 
Royal Company of Archers were believed to be 
from the Jacobite Aristocracy and likewise many 
of the masons and Edinburgh Golfers who were 
members of the three groups. Some of the prominent 
aristocrats were either killed in the 1745 Rebellion, 
or had their lives ruined. One of these was Lord 
Kilmarnock, a fellow-Brigadier alongside St Clair in 
the Archers parades, who was executed in London 
in 1746 for his alleged treachery. 

In his History of the Royal Company of Archers 
(1875) James Balfour Paul wrote that for several 
years the Archers kept out of the limelight. They did, 
however, expel Brigadier Murray from membership 
because he was Secretary to Charles Edward Stuart. 
Perhaps this was just a token gesture. Unfortunately 
we don’t know of St Clair’s involvement, if any, in 
the rebellion. He certainly seems to have kept a low 
profile with no victories at archery between 1741 
and 1751 and little information about his lifestyle. 
The Scots Magazine of 1776 includes a poem about 
the Archers and refers to ‘St Clair and his nationalist 
roll’. This is not surprising considering the support 
given by his ancestors over many centuries to the 
reigning Scottish monarchs. However there is little 
evidence of the extent of his involvement with the 
Jacobites and so in the true spirit of Rosslyn, another 

mystery remains to be solved. 
There certainly is no mystery about his sporting 

achievements. Judging by his 50 years devotion to 
archery, it was for most of the time his favourite 
sport. His record indicates he was undoubtedly 
one of the best, if not the best, archer in Scotland 
in the eighteenth century. He also made his mark 
in golf history at Leith and St Andrews where the 
principal competitions for the Silver Clubs were 
initially open to all golfers in Britain. Although 
few golfers crossed the borders to compete there 
is no doubt that William St Clair and Alexander 
Duncan were the outstanding known golfers of the 
eighteenth century. I rank St Clair as the number 
one golfer because his seven silver clubs victories 
were achieved over a mere eleven years, when 
he was aged 61 to 71, whereas Duncan, who was 
30 years younger, took 35 years at three venues 
to do likewise. Sir Walter Scott, who, with other 
schoolboys watched golfers competing at Leith, 
wrote of St Clair: ‘in all manly sports which require 
strength and dexterity, Rosslin was unrivalled’.

In modern jargon, William St Clair’s golfing 
records warrant the title of Best Senior Golfer in 
Scotland in the second half of the eighteenth century. 
In fact I would go a stage further and suggest he 
should be in future be remembered as the Best 
Scottish Golfer of that era. 
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IT ALL STARTED whilst having dinner when 
sitting beside John Hanna at Cavendish Golf 
Club, he casually mentioned that, whilst he 

was scavenging around the antique emporiums 
of Derbyshire, he had spotted 
a Harry Rountree painting. 
Now John is the Autolicus of 
the BGCS and why he did not 
snap this up I am at a loss to 
know. After all this could be 
a self-portrait of Harry and 
worth many spondulicks. The 
following morning at crack 
of dawn, I was negotiating 
seriously with the gallery 
and triumphantly carried it 
home for it to be vetted by ‘Er 
Indoors. The picture received 
her unanimous approval and 
so I started the task of learning 
more about Harry Rountree, 
who will be forever associated 
with Bernard Darwin and 
his most famous oeuvre Golf 
Courses of the British Isles, 
published in 1910. 

For this, Rountree produced 
64 pictures of holes at 60 
different courses with Hoylake, Sandwich, St 
Andrews and Portmarnock featuring twice. Many 
of the courses are well known to BGCS members 
who have had the pleasure of playing Society 
competitions there.  

Harry was born at Queen Street, Auckland, 
New Zealand on the 26th February 1878, the son of 
Stephen Gilbert Rountree and his wife Julia (née 
Bartley), who in all had seven children, Eva, Harry, 
Maud, Vera, Zillah, Myrtle, and Edward Gilbert. 
Harry’s father was born on the 5th of November 1851 
in Armagh, Northern Ireland and Julia, his mother 
was born on 24th December 1851 in St Helier, Jersey, 
Channel Islands. Whether they had married prior to 
leaving for New Zealand I have not yet established. 
Stephen was the manager of the Auckland Savings 
Bank and Harry’s uncle Edwin Bartley (1873-1945) 

Harry Rountree

Dick Durran
seizes an unexpected opportunity

was a well- known New Zealand artist. Harry was 
educated at the City’s Queens College and started 
work as a lithographer in a commercial studio 
designing labels for jam jars and other products. In 

the meantime he studied with 
LJ Steel and Kennett Watkins.

In 1901, he left New Zealand 
for London and studied under 
Percival Gaskell at the Regent 
Street Polytechnic. At that time 
the magazine and book market 
was flourishing but Harry 
struggled in his first two years 
in England to get work other 
than selling the occasional 
drawing. His luck turned 
when the editor of Little Folks 
magazine, SH Hamer, gave 
him a commission to illustrate a 
story with animals. By 1903 he 
was illustrating other books for 
SH Hamer and was very much 
in demand by other publishers. 
One of his earliest commissions 
was to produce the illustrations 
in 1904 for Fairy Tales by Dumas 
but his 1908 Alice in Wonderland 
with over 90 colour plates 

is considered a masterpiece. He also illustrated 
Aesop’s Fables for Ward, Lock in the 1920s but the 
first edition is undated 

During his career he produced illustrations for 
Punch, Strand Magazine, Cassell’s, Pearson’s, Sketch, 
Illustrated London News, Playtime, Little Folks and 
many others. The authors he illustrated include Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle, Enid Blyton, Joel Chandler 
Harris, Edith Nesbit and HG Wells. It was said that 
from 1903 to 1942, Rountree gave life to virtually 
every species of animal from dormice to dinosaurs.

In 1903, he married Stella Stewart with whom 
he was to have a daughter, Linda Stella, and a son 
Gilbert Harry. 

One friend he made in London was Harold 
Earnshaw, who later married Mabel Lucy Atwell, 
and they played golf together before Earnshaw lost 



Through the Green, December 2008                   30

his right arm in the 1914-1918 war. Harry around 
this time lived in Dormers Wells House in Southall, 
Middlesex and joined the West Middlesex Golf Club, 
which he was later to captain in 1919. Whilst at West 
Middlesex GC he sketched many of its members and 
although the Club suffered a fire when the majority 
of their records were lost, they were able to save 
over 50 of his sketches, which are now on display for 
the pleasure of the members and the visitors. Four 
golfing prints of Rountree’s sketches are available 
from the Club at a special 25% BGCS discount price 
of £45 plus postage. I would recommend them for a 
Christmas present for your nearest and dearest and 
the proceeds will go towards financial assistance to 
the Club’s junior section.

In 1914, Rountree was elected President of the 
London Sketch Club, which over the years had 
many eminent members who were golfing artists 
including Cecil Aldin, Tom Browne, HM Bateman, 
John Hassall and Phil May. He was also a member 
of the Savage Club.  

During the Great War, Harry Rountree served as 
a Captain with the Royal Engineers but I have been 
unable yet to trace more fully his Army service.

Between the wars, as I have indicated earlier, 
Harry Rountree was prolific in his output which 
included in the 1930s contributions to the Radio 
Times and considerable advertising work, one of 
which is the famous advertisement for Mansion 
Polish featuring little mice. 

At the outbreak of the second World War, Harry 

moved his family to St Ives in Cornwall where he 
lived at 4 Porthmeor Flats. He joined the St Ives 
Arts Club Society whose members have included 
Barbara Hepworth and Ben Nicholson and is still in 
operation today in St Ives

However he became largely forgotten and was 
reduced to sketching caricatures for visitors and 
local worthies for the price of a drink at the ancient 
Sloop Inn.  This suggests that he died penniless but 
Eric Miller, a past-Captain, tells me that his will 
shows he left in excess of £4000, which was not bad 
by 1950 standards. There is a memorial plaque to 
him on the harbour wall 

He died on 26th September 1950, virtually 
forgotten, but he will amongst the golf memorabilia 
collecting fraternity always be remembered as the 
consummate artist of golf courses. Oh! by the way 
my hopes of an instant fortune were dashed as the 
picture was not a self-portrait but one probably 
done for the price of a drink, which was certainly 
more that I paid for it!
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LIGHTHOUSES, often sited on precipitous 
cliffs, at the very edge of Scotland, seem a 
highly unlikely place for golf. Yet surprisingly, 

the game was popular amongst lighthouse keepers. 
The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses at Fraserburgh 
holds a small pewter golf trophy – the May Island 
Golf Trophy – with the names of winners from 1899 
to 1924. The improbability of a course on the May 
led to this brief study of golf at Scottish lighthouses 
– literally ‘at Scotland’s edge’.

Unusual pastimes
With abundant sea life and birds, many keepers 
became expert ornithologists. Before the days of 
satellites and sophisticated computer analysis the 
keepers were vital weather observers and watchful 
eyes for shipping and anyone in distress. Golf 
was one of the lesser-known traditions among 
the keepers and their families. The records of the 

Golf with the Lighthouse Keepers

Remote golf in inhospitable conditions, described by
Dr Jake Davidson  

Northern Lighthouse Board (NLB) barely mention 
the game. The evidence is largely anecdotal coming 
from published reminiscences. 

In the days before TV, several lights made their 
own short courses. The Isle of May with nine holes 
was probably the largest. Fair Isle had two courses 
of three and six holes. Hyskier had three holes; 
likewise the Calf of Man had four; a further course 
was planned for Pentland Skerries. The keepers at 
Turnberry had access to the world famous Ailsa 
course.

The Isle of May
The beautiful Isle of May, always inviting and 
mysterious, lies in the Firth of Forth five miles off 
Anstruther. Early religious settlements date back to 
the sixth and seventh centuries when David 1 built 
a monastery. Raided by the Vikings and the English, 
ownership of the island frequently changed hands. 

The Isle of May Trophy in the Museum of Lighthouses Early winners on the May Trophy
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Many ships entering the Forth and Tay foundered 
on the May and surrounding rocks. In 1635 a local 
Crail laird gained Parliament approval to build the 
first light and a coal-fired beacon. Collecting dues 
from passing ships proved very lucrative and the 
laird became rich. In 1814 the NLB purchased the 
May, inviting Robert Stevenson to build a proper 
lighthouse with accommodation for families. 
Electricity was introduced in 1886, using coal-
fired generators. Manpower was greatly increased 
to cope with a stoking requirement of 150 tons of 
coal per annum. Seven families became resident 
and golf started around this time. In 1924, with 
technical improvements, the light reverted to an 
incandescent mantle. The resident staff was reduced 
and the golf championship ended. In 1972 the light 
became a ‘rock’ station, and the keepers moved to 
the mainland. Full automation came in 1989 when 
ownership passed to the Nature Conservancy 
Council, now Scottish Natural Heritage.

Now a magnificent sanctuary for sea birds, there 
is nothing to indicate an earlier golf course. The 
nine-hole course was probably sited on the south 
plateau, now covered with an enormous number of 
puffin burrows causing problems for walkers. Golf 
on the May is not recorded at the NLB and unlikely 
to be on OS maps. With the increased keepers and 
Navy personnel, golf probably started prior to 1899 
and continued until 1924, as shown on the trophy,.

Fair Isle
Fair Isle is famed as a birdwatchers paradise and for 
knitwear. This small island owned by the National 
Trust for Scotland (NTS) and surrounded by high 
cliffs, lies midway between Orkney and Shetland. 
The two lighthouses, Fair Isle North and Fair Isle 
South, were built in 1892 by the Stevenson family. 
With the keepers’ enthusiasm for golf, a three-
hole course was reputedly built near the North 
Light. Then in 1960 a further six-hole golf course 
was built on the Skaddan grounds near the South 
Light. Norrie Muir describes his experience in the 
Lighthouse Journal:

The next thing was to make some holes and get 
some flags. We found that steam pudding tins 
were just the thing for holes, so we had to eat our 
way through six tins of steam puddings, and keep 
on eating them, as they did not last long. If ever I 
see a steam pudding again it will be too soon. Now 
for the flags, we found that broom handles were 
just the thing to put the flags on, and that is what 
we did. I have to admit that it made sweeping the 
engine room floor difficult as we had to get down 
on our hands and knees. Now the Superintendent 
will know why I order so many brooms. 

The early score card shows no yardage as the holes 
varied. A match was over three rounds. The close 
proximity of the two lights led to various inter-light 
competitions, including darts and a two-legged 
race. Golf tournaments extended over the summer 

Score card for South Fair Isle
Image courtesy of Northern Lighthouse Board

Trophy for the Championship of Fair Isle South
Image courtesy of Tom Hyndman
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including the Fair Isle South Golf Championship. 
Most remember the South course as it was nearer 
the croft houses. With automation, in 1970, the 
lighthouses were de-manned and the courses 
became overgrown and forgotten.

In 2006 Tom Hyndman came to Fair Isle. After 
winning an international competition run by the 
National Trust for Scotland, Tom and his family 
took over the former laird’s hall. This New Yorker 
swapped his elegant life in the United States for 
Scotland. Vowing ‘not to drink Scotch and play golf’ 
he has nevertheless reinstated the Fair Isle Light-
house Keeper’s Course. While not the manicured 
fairways of Muirfield or Troon  the six adventurous 
holes remain the same but with real cups and flag-
pins. This humble ground is largely maintained by 
the sheep and weather. Golf is suspended when a 
rare bird is on the course. Visitors are advised to 
bring their cameras and binoculars as this is the best 
area for whale and bird watching. 

In sharp contrast to the controversy surrounding 
billionaire developments elsewhere in Scotland, 
threatening sensitive environments, Tom Hyndman 
has achieved his dream course with the blessing of 
the islanders, the NTS and the local bird charity. 

Perhaps the organiser of the North Scotland 
region of BGCS, Hamish Ewan, may consider this 
as a venue for one of our meetings!

Hyskier
Hyskier is a small ten-acre Inner Hebridean island 
near Rhum. The lighthouse, again designed by 
David Stevenson, guards the entrance to the Little 

Minch and Sound of Mull.  Renowned for both its 
famous rock garden and magnificent walled gardens 
producing superb vegetables, Hyskier featured on a 
TV cookery programme, following which, its three-
hole golf course became widely-known. 

Turnberry
Turnberry light, on the world-renowned Ailsa 
course, is an internationally famous icon. Built 
in 1873 by David and Thomas Stevenson, the 
lighthouse stands proudly by the seventh hole. 
When the course and hotel were constructed in 
1906, the seventh fairway cut across the keeper’s 
garden, for which the keepers gained courtesy of 
the famous course. Turnberry was a sought-after 
posting. After full automation of the light in 1986, 
it was bought by the Hotel, and its symbol used as 
part of the international brand logo.

Modern Lighthouse Golf
Golf remains alive and well in the Northern 
Lighthouse Board. Four golfers of the NLB Golf 
Society, playing in the ‘Longest Day Golf Challenge’ 
at Kilspindie Golf Course, Aberlady, recently took 
just 13 hours 50 minutes to complete the four 
rounds, raising over £1,000 for MacMillan Cancer 
Support.  Well done NLB.

The Lighthouse Stevensons
Between 1790 and 1940, eight members of the 
Stevenson family planned, designed and completed 
97 manned lighthouses,  working in conditions and 
places that would be daunting even for modern 
engineers. These lights, now automated, are much-
loved landmarks still speckling the Scottish coast.
The author, Robert Louis Stevenson, was the 
grandson of Robert, the founder of the family 
engineering firm, and was apprenticed into the 
business before embarking on his writing career. 
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Bob Labbance
Members will have been sad to hear in the last 
issue of Through the Green, of the early passing of 
Bob Labbance, Editor of The GCS Bulletin. A New 
Englander, Bob was born in Connecticut, went 
to college in Maine, and 
lived latterly in Vermont. 
Interests in golf, writing and 
photography took him away 
from his initial calling as a 
restaurateur into the world 
of golf journalism. He was 
the editor of magazines on 
state golf, turf management 
and, for a dozen or so years, 
The Bulletin. 

He wrote or co-wrote, 
seventeen books on golf, 
encompassing club and 
area histories, area guides, 
the definitive biography 
of Walter Travis, and a 
monumental history of golf 
course turf management. 
In his Golf in the Year 2100, 
Bob displayed his distaste 
of some modern trends in 
the game, and his hankering 
for tradition. And as recently 
as this year he championed 
(with Kevin Mendik)  The 
Golf Courses of Wayne Stiles; 
and with Brian Siplo, The 
Vardon Invasion, an account 
of Vardon’s 1900 tour of the 
States. Bob was diagnosed 
with motor neurone disease 
in 2007. Philosophically and 
with great fortitude, he spent much of his declining 
energies of the last months into fulfilling his 
commitments to complete these final works 

Less known to many BGCS members was Bob’s 
pseudonymous contributions over a period of 
five years to Through the Green as our intemperate 
correspondent from America, Bunkie Foozle. His 
appointment was on the recommendation of Pete 
Georgiady, who wrote alternate three-monthly 
columns as Brown Ale. Bob followed on from 
Dan Bagdade (My Cup of Tee) and before him, Joe 
Murdoch (Martini). The source of his nom de plume 

is unclear, but the only other use of the name Bunkie 
of which the TTG Editor is aware, was in AS Neill’s 
1925 comic novel The Booming of Bunkie. Bob’s 
contributions were on general issues concerning 

golf heritage, news from 
the GCS, general trends in 
collecting and occasional 
pieces on hickory play. As 
a long-standing collector 
himself, with an important 
library of over 4000 volumes, 
he wrote perceptively 
on the way in which the 
methodology of collecting 
was being transformed by 
the internet. 

Occasionally, Bob would 
introduce comment that 
appeared to represent a 
liberal view on politics and 
concern for the environment, 
together with attractive, 
humorous, self-deprecation 
worthy of Joe Murdoch 
himself. A good example 
was in Bunkie’s valedictory 
piece in March 2008, when 
he managed to criticise US 
economic policy and its 
effect on the buying power 
(for golfing memorabilia) of 
the US dollar. Then, clothed 
in well-protected anonymity, 
Bunkie proceeded to run 
down Bob Labbance for 
his presumption in writing 
about Vardon and his tour 

of the US despite being ‘UK-Naive’. Bob was both 
horrified and mightily amused to hear the enraged 
opinion expressed about the unpatriotic sentiments, 
and calls for apologies by Bunkie for the offensive 
remarks he had made about himself. 

I met Bob once at Shawnee on the Hickory 
Grail tour of 2003 and was well-impressed. I didn’t 
know him well, but liked him a lot. I will miss him 
dearly, and remember him with pleasure and great 
affection.

John Pearson
Editor, Through the Green
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A Study of Golf and Newsreels 1920-1930
by

Peter N Lewis

This article will examine the newsreel coverage 
of The Open and Amateur Championships along 

with the Walker Cup based on the footage in 
The R&A Film Archive during the period 1920 
until 1930. The objective is to understand how 
to look at silent newsreel coverage and look at 
the impact of the coming of sound. In order 

to appreciate fully the coverage that survives, 
we must try to see them as contemporaries 

would have seen them by viewing them within 
the context of the development of newsreels in 
that period. By understanding the format and 

limitations of newsreels, we can start to see how 
golf was covered by them. We can also see the 

tremendous impact sound had on golf coverage 
in newsreels1.

NEWS STORIES and sporting events were 
filmed as soon as the new technology of 
celluloid film was born in the period 1894 to 

1896. Like many of the innovations of early cinema, 
the concept of creating a reel of news stories, lasting 
initially about five minutes, came from France. 
Pathé launched what would eventually be called 
newsreels in Paris in 1908, with circulation extended 
to the rest of France during 1909. Pathe’s Animated 
Gazette was then launched in Britain in June 19102.   

The Bioscope reported on the 9th of June that: 
There is no mistaking the smartness of Messrs 
Pathe, and their latest achievement – the 
production of a weekly cinematograph paper, The 
Animated Gazette – has just about beaten all records 
for the interest which it has awakened among the 
great B[ritish]. P[ublic]. The daily Press has been 
devoting considerable space to it, with the result 
that curiosity has been aroused, and people are 
now busy discussing the latest thing in moving 
pictures. Briefly the idea is to incorporate the 
usual journalistic methods of writing into filming, 
and to portray in lengths of about 80 odd feet, the 
chief items of interest that have happened during 
the week.3  

Pathe’s Animated Gazette was rapidly followed by 
the Warwick Bioscope Chronicle, which began in 

"Go Ahead Boy, Put Sound On"

July and then by the Gaumont Graphic on the 25th of 
October. Topical Budget began eleven months later in 
September 1911. By the outbreak of the First World 
War, there were at least eight newsreel companies 
in Britain. A number came and went during and 
immediately after the War and some companies ran 
multiple series for different markets as well.4

The films which we will be studying were made 
by Pathe, Gaumont, Paramount, British Pictorial 
Productions and British Movietone. Up until 1929, 
all British newsreels were silent.  

The first point to stress about newsreels in this 
period is their short overall running time. Although 
they eventually rose to ten minutes during the 
1930s, they were generally only five minutes 
through the 1920s. There were  usually five stories 
per newsreels programme but there could be as few 
as one or two. The overall length of the newsreels 
was effectively dictated by the exhibitors in terms 
of the time they could take up as part of the overall 
cinema programme.

In 1914, Eric E Mayell, the editor of Pathe’s 
Animated Gazette wrote that 

The great fault of the news-film is its shortness.  
Even when the number of subjects is reduced to 
three or four, the average length is then only 75 
or 100 feet, which means at the most two minutes 
on the screen.  It is really a heart-breaking task to 
run through hundreds of feet of quite interesting 
negative, the greater part of which has to be 
rejected.5  

So, logically, stories  commonly had to be compressed 
to around the 60-second mark, to allow five stories 
to the reel.

The second point to stress is that usually the 
stories covered in the newsreels were being seen in 
the cinemas several days after they had occurred 
and, by and large, had already been reported in 
the newspapers. The newsreel in this period came 
out regularly twice a week, usually Mondays and 
Thursdays. So a story breaking on a Thursday, could 
be four days old by the time it reached the cinema in 
newsreel form.6
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 It would be quite wrong to think of newsreels 
breaking stories. They were not the equivalent of 
the News at Ten or CNN. Week in and week out, their 
function was to supply moving images of stories 
that had already been written up in the newspapers.  
They brought to life the characters and the locations 
that had already been reported on paper. This is a 
fundamental point that particularly coloured their 
coverage of The Open and The Amateur in this 
period. The result was already known. This is key 
to understanding golf coverage. 

Only those cinemas that were prepared to pay 
the top rate received the latest newsreels. At the 
beginning of the period, Topical Budget had a rate 
card that covered charges for reels ranging from 
current to 3, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18 and 21 days old and this 
was the standard practice of the industry.7

When the newsreel companies covered The 
Open and The Amateur, their purpose was to give 
a visual impression of the event, not tell a dramatic 
story. As we shall see, these two championships 
were shot in a formulistic manner with no emphasis 
on building up a drama.

This also meant that the sequencing of images 
might not necessarily be in the order in which 
they occurred. This was not unusual in sports or 
even news stories. For example, in Topical Budget’s 
coverage of the 1921 FA Cup Final, there are nine 
shots of action of what is supposed to be the first 
half, and in fact six of these are from the second half. 
Similarly six of the 27 shots from the second half 
actually took place in the first half8.  

The newsreel companies kept a calendar of social 
and sports events that took place annually and they 
could build these into their schedules in advance. 
The Open and The Amateur formed part of this 
calendar, as did the Walker Cup every four years.  
Whereas the film rights to events such as the FA Cup 
Final, the Derby and Grand National could be sold 
on an exclusive basis to a single newsreel company, 
this did not happen with The R&A’s events9. There 
is no mention of dealing with newsreel companies in 
the Club’s minutes or accounts in the 1920s. The first 
reference to dealing with the newsreel companies 
is not until 1939, with reference to coverage of the 
1938 Walker Cup.  

The Open and The Amateur were filmed every 
year, but they were difficult to film. They were not 
high priority events for the companies, so there was 
usually only one cameraman assigned to them. He 
would have very limited access to the course and 
could usually only take up camera positions where 
there were roads for his van. This was another 
major influence in the way that the coverage was 
structured.

Paul Wyand, who was a newsreel cameraman 
from 1927 until 1956, wrote in his autobiography 
Useless if Delayed : 

Perhaps golf was the most generally hated sports 
coverage among newsreel cameramen – even 
among the profession’s many keen and excellent 
players. The whirr of the camera upset the 
concentration of players tensed for a stroke, and we 
were always being told to clear off.  The solution 
– which was not always practicable – was to shoot 
from the top of the car, and at some distance from 
playing, with a long-focus lens. Often, too, I was 
blamed for making a noise when, in fact, the 
offender was an amateur cine-cameraman in the 
crowd. The good cameraman always started to 
shoot before the player addressed the ball, then 
filmed all the way through. The amateur, on the 
other hand, frequently waited for the down swing 
or actual putt, and it was the sudden whirr of his 
camera (not mine) which distracted the player.10  

The reports were all silent until the last year of this 
review and that was another key factor in the way 
that the events were presented on film. The reports 
used inter title cards very sparingly with only a 
few exceptions to this rule. The segments had to 
be shown in a familiar way so that audiences could 
break the code of watching a silent clip.  

 The actual report would be brief; it would be 
silent; it would be shot from very limited locations. 
It is hardly surprising that the finished film would 
be formulistic and impressionistic rather than 
innovative and dramatic. The coming of sound had 
a major impact on the narrative structure but not on 
the way the events were filmed.

R&A Film Archive
This can all be understood by an analysis of the films 
in The R&A Film Archive in the period 1920 to 1930. 
It is not a complete study of every film of The Open, 
The Amateur and the Walker Cup, but is restricted 
to those that are in The R&A Archive (which actually 
probably represents the vast majority of surviving 
clips of these events). It certainly does not attempt to 
look at other golf events filmed during this period.

There are 27 film reports in the archive, of 
which one is related to the Walker Cup, ten are of 
the Amateur Championship and sixteen are of The 
Open Championship. They were filmed by Pathe, 
Gaumont, British Movietone, British Pictorial and 
Paramount. On the one hand, the group of 27 films 
can be taken as a whole for study purposes, but on 
the other, it is important to bear in mind that they 
were filmed by competing companies. We must 
look for signs of ‘house styles’ within the reports by 
individual companies.
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Length
The 27 films have an average length of just over 51 
seconds11. The shortest is ten seconds, which was the 
Empire News Bulletin coverage of Jones qualifying 
for the 1926 Open. The longest is 115 seconds, which 
was Pathe’s report on Barnes winning the 1925 Open. 
Only eight are over 60 seconds length, which leaves 
nineteen at under 60 seconds. Of those nineteen, six 
are under 30 seconds in running time and nine are 
between 30 and 48 seconds. The significant point 
is that they are all short and fitted into an overall 
programme only lasting five minutes.

Of the eight films that last more than 60 seconds, 
five are of The Open Championship and three are 
of The Amateur. Five of the films were shot by 
Pathe, two by Movietone and one by Paramount. 
Significantly, three of them are sound films. 
Movietone’s coverage of the 1930 Open qualifying 
round lasted 65 seconds and that of The Open itself 
98 seconds. Pathe’s report on the 1930 Amateur 
clocked in at 82 seconds.

The longest report by Gaumont was 53 seconds 
for the 1928 Open and the longest Empire News 
Bulletin (the trade name of British Pictorial) was 48 
seconds for the 1926 Open.  

So, it is fair to think of silent newsreel reports 
of The Open and The Amateur as usually lasting 
under 60 seconds.  

Release dates
Although coverage of The Open and The Amateur 
was not considered high profile by the newsreel 
companies, the reports were released on a consis-
tently timely basis. As we have seen, the newsreels 
were generally released on Monday and Thursday 
of each week. The stories of 70% (nineteen) of the 
events covered were issued on the release date 
immediately following the filming. Twenty six 
percent were released one issue after the earliest date 
they could have been shown. Only the coverage of 
the 1920 Amateur Championship was significantly 
delayed. The Championship finished on the 10th of 
June and the report was not released by Pathe until 
the 21st of June. 

What was filmed  
The filming of The R&A’s events followed a fairly set 
pattern. Generally speaking, the companies filmed 
action on the course, the crowd, the presentation 
ceremony and less frequently, golfers posing 
specially for the camera. Each report contained 
a number of shots or camera set-ups. There is no 
correlation between the length of filming and the 
number of set-ups. For example, Empire News 
Bulletin packed in ten shots in its coverage of the 

1929 Open which only lasted 46 seconds. Gaumont 
Graphic managed to squeeze nine different shots 
into its 22 second coverage of the 1923 Amateur. 
Conversely, Pathe’s coverage of the 1923 Amateur 
ran for 57 seconds and contained only four shots.

On average 58% of the camera shots were of 
some form of golf action, 18% were of the crowd, 
17% were of the presentation ceremony and 7% were 
informal poses of the golfers away from the action. 
Coverage of the presentation ceremony was almost 
obligatory.  Seventeen of the 27 reports covered the 
conclusion of The Open or The Amateur.  On only 
three occasions, the presentation ceremony was not 
included in the report. Therefore contemporary 
audiences expected to see crowd shots and coverage 
of the presentation ceremony as well as golfers in 
action in their newsreels.

One of the big problems audiences would 
have had was identifying golfers. The use of inter 
title cards to identify players was rather sparing. 
Obviously there was the main title card, which I 
will revert to shortly. None of the stories between 
1920 and 1925 carried any inter title cards.

Of the twelve silent Pathe reports between 1920 
and 1929, only its coverage of the 1926 Amateur 
Championship had an inter title card and it was but 
a single card.  The Gaumont reports date between 
1923 and 1929. It used a single inter title card in its 
report of the 1926 Open, none in its report of the 
1927 Open and then three for the 1928 and five for 
the 1929 Open. Empire News Bulletin only began in 
1926. That year, it did not use any in its ten-second 
coverage of Bobby Jones qualifying for The Open. 
However, it used five in its report on the warm up 
match between the US Walker Cup team and the 
Moles GS. It used three for the 1927 Amateur but 
none for The Open that year. There were none used 
for its report on the 1928 Open and then one for 
The 1929 Open. This sparing use of inter title cards, 
especially by Pathe, combined with the fact that 
many players were filmed from a distance and not 
in close up makes player identification today very 
difficult.

There was a code of sorts that audiences in the 
1920s would have understood and this had to do 
with the main title card. A golfer is mentioned 
specifically on the main title card on 20 reports. 
The opening shots of fourteen of these reports then 
shows the golfer mentioned in the main title. The 
other six reports open with a shot of the crowd. 
Of these six, the named golfer then appears in the 
second shot, but not necessarily on his own. This 
could help audiences but it is still not easy to pick 
out and identify players unless you had pre-existing 
knowledge of what they looked like.
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A romp through the films
Having established the framework of silent newsreel 
reports, it is time to look at the reports themselves.

Pathe coverage of the 1920 Amateur Cham-
pionship is the earliest and, in some ways, the most 
deceptive of those under review. Lasting 36 seconds, 
it opens with a title card reading:

AMATEUR GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP
C.H. Tolley beats R. Gardner of USA (wearing 

cap) on 37th green after thrilling struggle.

This is followed by a crowd shot and then Gardner 
putting. The next set up is of Gardner and Tolley 
posing together. The former is smiling and the latter 
is looking quite serious. It then ends with a shot of 
Gardner in front of the clubhouse. The fact that 
only Gardner is smiling in the third shot and forms 
the sole subject for the fourth shot could lead the 
audience to believe that he was the winner and not 
Tolley.

Pathe’s report on the early rounds of the 1921 
Amateur Championship also could have left aud-
iences thoroughly confused as to who they were 
looking at.  The main title card reads:

FAMOUS AMERICAN GOLFERS COMPETE FOR 
THE BRITISH AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP

but at no time are these players ever identified for 
the benefit of the viewer. The company’s coverage 
of the final of that championship relies on acute 
visual observation. The main title card proclaims:

Hoylake
RECORD WIN IN GOLF FINAL

Big Crowds see Hunter defeat Graham
 in Amateur Golf Championship

There are three points stressed in the title card – 
there was a big crowd, a record win and Hunter 
won. The first three shots all stress the crowd, with 
Graham and Hunter both appearing in the second 
shot. We see three putts being played, by Hunter, 
then Graham, then Hunter again.  However there 
is nothing to tell the audience which one is which. 
It is only when Hunter receives the trophy that 
you can ascertain that he was the one wearing the 
lighter jacket throughout. Therefore Graham must 
have been the one in the dark jacket.  Interestingly, 
although mention had been made about a record 
score, the final score is never given. Hunter won 
by 12 & 11, surpassing the previous record set by 
John Ball Jr in 1910 of 10 & 9. There was perhaps an 
understanding that the audience, having read about 
the final in the papers would know this.

The problem of unidentified players plagues 
both Gaumont’s and Pathe’s coverage of the early 
rounds of the 1923 Amateur. Pathe’s coverage 

carries the title card of:
Deal

GOLF THRILLS
Exciting play in the 

British Amateur Golf Championship
Gaumont announces:

AMATEUR GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP AT DEAL
British golfers fight to retain title 

against American invaders
In neither case, do they tell the viewer what round 
they are watching or who is playing. Cyril Tolley 
features prominently in both reports but is never 
identified. This is a pity as there is a rather splendid 
sequence of Tolley putting in the Pathe feature. He 
lies down on his stomach on the putting green to 
read the line. He then stands up, walks past his ball 
on the other side of the hole and lies down flat again. 
He gets up, hits his putt and the ball goes in. So all 
the effort was worth it. It is hard to tell whether 
the lack of player identification was because the 
companies themselves did not know who had been 
filmed or did not think it was important or assumed 
that the golf fans in the audience would know who 
the players were.

Gardner and Tolley: smiling victim and serious victor

Tolley stalking an important putt at Deal
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Having been particularly enigmatic for the 
1921 and 1922 Amateur Championships, Pathe’s 
coverage of the 1923 Open was less encoded. 
There was a short report of 27 seconds about Gene 
Sarazen’s failure to qualify in which he is the only 
player shown, so there can be no doubt who he 
is, except for the fact that he is described as ‘Gen. 
Sarazen’. For the Championship itself, Pathe’s 84 
second report of Havers’ winning begins with a 
main title card stating:

Troon
OPEN GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP
Won back for Britain from USA 
by A. Havers of Coombe Hill.

The opening shot is then of Havers smiling in front 
of the camera, clearly identifying him.  

There were then two Pathe reports of the 1924 
Open, one of the early rounds and the other featuring 
Hagen winning. The first report only contains three 
shots and two of these feature Hagen. Again, he 
is not mentioned by name. At least one is on safer 
grounds to assume that golf fans in the audience 
would recognise him. Hagen never wore a hat and 
had very distinctive body language. You could not 
miss him in a crowd. The second report follows the 
usual practice of mentioning Hagen in the main 
title and then focussing on him. The presentation 
ceremony was highly unusual in that Edna Hagen 
joined the ceremony and shared centre stage with 
her husband. All of this was captured on film and 
this was certainly unique for the period under 
review.

Pathe’s report on the 1925 Open may have 
carried a sub-text. The main title card reads:

Prestwick
THE “OPEN”

Golf’s greatest honour goes to America again… British 
born Jim Barnes winning with fine score of 300.

The opening set up is a shot of the crowd surging 
towards the green from left to right, followed by a 
closer shot of the crowd. Barnes, unidentified, then 
appears, chipping on to the green. The double shot 
of the crowd at the opening of the report may have 
been a subtle allusion to the crowd control problems 
plaguing that Championship. This is never overtly 
mentioned. There is no sense of time in the report. 
Barnes actually went out first in the final round, yet 
the audience is taken straight from him putting to 
receiving the trophy.  

The report by Pathe on the early rounds of the 
1926 Amateur Championship is notable as being 
the first occasion when that company used an inter 
title card for an R&A Championship. The main title 
card tells the audience that they are looking at:

AMATEUR GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP
Opening stages see many surprises, majority of 

American ‘invaders’ being beaten.

There are eight shots of at least three different 
players hitting shots. None are identified.  Then, out 
of the blue, comes an inter title card which states:

Cyril Tolley & R. Gardner (USA) – Captains – were 
knocked out in first and second rounds!

The film ends with Tolley and Gardner standing 
together talking. 

The text of the card is somewhat inaccurate. It 
describes Tolley and Gardner as the ‘Captains’. This 
is a reference to the Walker Cup, which was being 
played the following week. Tolley had been Captain 
of the GB&I team in 1924, but Robert Harris was 
Captain of the 1926 team. Gardner was Captain of 
the USA Team in 1923, 1924 and 1926. So that part of 
the inter title is only half right. The other problem is 
that they were both knocked out in the first round, 
which is not what the card says. So this inter title 
card is a mine of misinformation for the viewer. It is 
an example of sloppy copy-editing. 

Pathe’s coverage of the 1926 Amateur Cham-
pionship final was more straightforward. The main 
title tells the audience:

Edinburgh
BY 6 AND 5!

J. Sweetser gains sweeping victory for 
America in Amateur Golf Championship.

Following the convention of the day, the first 
shot is of Sweetser at the tee. It is actually only 
possible to positively identify Sweetser after the 
event by comparing socks when he walks up to 
the presentation table. He wore a pair with a very 
distinctive pattern. Simpson, the beaten finalist, 
is neither identified nor mentioned by name. 
However, by virtue of Sweetser having been named 

Mrs Hagen is pleased
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in the main title and then shown first should have 
alerted the audience if my hypothesis is correct. 

The Empire News Bulletin’s coverage of the warm 
up match between the US Walker Cup team and the 
Moles at Woking on the 18th of May 1926 was quite 
remarkable. The main title card for the match read:

PREPARING FOR THE BRITISH 
AMATEUR GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP
The US Walker Cup team beaten by 

The Moles at Woking 6-3
[Bobby Jones – Driving].

The sequence which followed was unprecedented. 
After the main title came an inter title card stating ‘J. 
Guildford’, followed by a shot of Guildford hitting 
a tee shot. This was followed by a second inter title 
card which read ‘F. Ouimet, the famous American, 
has a style of his own – in stockings’, succeeded by 
footage of Ouimet hitting a bunker shot. The third 
inter title card followed and it read ‘The match 
attracted quite a gallery’. There was then a shot of 
the crowd walking towards the camera. A fourth 
inter title card told the audience ‘R.A. Gardner 
(Capt. USA) putting’ and then the film showed 
exactly that. The fifth and final card proclaimed 
‘The Victors’, followed by a shot of the Moles team 
sitting together. The final shot, which was a panning 
one of the American team, was the only action in 
the whole report not to be introduced by an inter 
title card. All of this was packed into 48 seconds.  

There is one mystery relating to this film. The 
main title made a specific point of stating that Bobby 
Jones could be seen driving. But there is no sign of 
this. Jones only appears in the general shot of the 
American team. There are two explanations for this. 
The first is that a sequence of Jones driving was in a 
version of the film, but ended up on the cutting room 
floor after the main title card had been written. The 
second is that the version of this report that survives 
is not quite complete. Unfortunately, this bonanza 
of inter title cards proved to be an exception and not 
the rule. This level of interpretation is perhaps what 
a modern viewer thinks all silent clips will be like, 
but this was certainly not the case.

Bobby Jones was certainly the centre of attention 
in the two reports about the 1926 Open. The Empire 
News Bulletin report on qualifying was short and to 
the point. The main title read:

BRILLIANT ‘BOBBY’ JONES
America’s greatest amateur golfer who 
made history in the qualifying rounds 

of the Open Golf Championship

There then follows two shots of Jones, one of him 
driving and one of him playing out of a bunker. 
This film lives up to the title card. It shows the 

viewer what Jones looked and played like, all in ten 
seconds. There is an assumption that the audience 
knew that this referred to his stunning rounds of 66 
and 68 at Sunningdale. The report made no mention 
of his scores.  

 Gaumont’s report on the Championship itself 
packs a huge amount into its 51 second running and 
also leaves out a seriously interesting sequence. It 
opens with a main title card reading:

AMERICAN GOLF TRIUMPH
The Open Championship at St Annes 

won by Bobby Jones with the 
brilliant score of 291 strokes for 72 holes.

The code has been given to identify that it is Jones on 
the tee after a crowd shot and then Jones on a green. 
Hagen, not identified, is then shown walking on the 
fairway, with a crowd following him. After another 
panning shot of the crowd, Jones is seen standing on 
a green.  There is then a shot of the crowd moving 
towards the camera, being directed by a marshal.  
There is a shot of Hagen and his partner followed 
by one of Al Watrous playing out of a bunker, who is 
also never identified. Then comes an inter title card 
that announces: ‘Bobby Jones plays the winning 
stroke.’ The audience sees Jones holing out a putt 
and being congratulated by Watrous. All of this is 
then followed by the presentation ceremony.

There are a number of points to make. None of 
the players are identified during the report with the 
exception of Jones. The use of the single inter title 
card does add some interpretation to the account. In 
this period, the last two rounds were played on the 
final day and the leaders did not go out last. Hagen 
actually had a chance to catch Jones and was playing 
an hour and a half after him. As was usual with the 
golf reports, there was no attempt at a continuous 
narrative. There are two sightings of Hagen on the 
course, both before Jones plays his final shot. The 
impression given is that Jones went straight from 
his final shot to the presentation ceremony, which 
simply was not the case, nor had it been in previous 
Opens.

Sometimes additional footage, which did not 
make the final report survives and this is the case 
for 1926. In the screened report, the audience sees 
Hagen present Jones with a monster mashie during 
the presentation ceremonies. Jones is seated when 
he receives the club and then is next seen standing.  
What happened in-between can be reconstructed 
from the discarded footage. Hagen gives the club to 
Jones and there is an exchange of dialogue between 
them. Jokingly, and to the amusement of all who 
could see or hear it, Jones raises the club above his 
head as if to strike the laughing Hagen. The two 
men then talk some more before Hagen receives 
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something at the ceremony, presumably a cheque, 
and then Jones and Hagen continue to converse. 
This incident shows both Hagen and Jones in a very 
human light, which was only partially captured in 
the final version of the report.

The Empire News Bulletin’s report on the third 
round of the 1927 Amateur Championship attempted 
to build a bit of narrative tension into the story and 
is the only example of the films under review when 
this occurred. It opens with a main title:

AMATEUR GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP
Snapshots of a few of the competitors 

during the third round at Hoylake

Two golfers are seen at the tee. An inter title card 
comes up saying ‘R.H. Wethered (beat J.E. Hassall)’. 
There is then a cut to a head and shoulders shot 
of Wethered posing for the camera.  Next comes 
another inter title card, reading ‘E.H. Haley def-
eated -----‘ followed by a head and shoulders shot of 
Haley in front of the clubhouse. The story continues 
as the audience discovers the name of the player 
defeated by Haley when the card comes up ‘Cyril 
Tolley’ followed by a head and shoulders shot of 
Tolley posing for the camera. The report ends 

with golfing action between Tolley and Haley and 
possibly another match as well. This clip is the only 
example of the style of editing just described where 
the inter title cards are used to build up a narrative 
in the modern sense.

The final round of the 1927 at St Andrews 
produced some of the most memorable images cap-
tured by the newsreel companies. It is important 
to remember that the individual companies were   
rivals and this is reflected in the Gaumont and 
Empire News Bulletin reports.  Both stressed the 
crowd scenes that accompanied Jones’ victory.  The 
Gaumont main title read:

WORLD’S GREATEST GOLFER
Excited crowd of 20,000 

overwhelm Bobby Jones when 
he again wins British 

Open Golf Championship 
at St Andrews

and the Empire News Bulletin’s stated:
OPEN GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP
Memorable scenes at St Andrews 

when ‘Bobby’ Jones retains
 his title with record score 

of 285 for 72 holes.
The reports are short, the former running at 39 
seconds and the latter at 31 seconds and both con-
centrate on the crowd scenes at the eighteenth hole. 
The Empire News Bulletin camera man took up his 
position on the Links Road, in the vicinity of what is 
now Forgan House. The Gaumont footage was shot 
from behind the eighteenth hole to the south of the 
clubhouse. Therefore, the two cameras were at right 
angles to one another. Both capture the moment 
when Jones, having holed his putt, is submerged 
by the surging crowd and then lifted above them 
and carried towards the clubhouse. The Gaumont 
angle is better but both reports captures the highly 
dramatic moment fully. Interestingly, the Gaumont 
report ends with Jones being held aloft while the 
Empire News Bulletin one carries on to show Jones 
receiving the Claret Jug in front of the clubhouse.  

Now here is a thought to contemplate. Gaumont 
claimed that there were 20,000 on the last green. The 
Times put the figure at 15,000 while the Scotsman 
put it at 12,000. In any event, there were a heck of a 
lot of people who surged on to the Eighteenth and 
certainly well over 10,000. Jones was not in the last 
pair out. He was not even close to the last pair. He 
was in the ninth pair and there were another eighteen 
pairs behind him and the result was not a foregone 
conclusion. From a championship organisation 
point of view, it must have been interesting and time 
consuming to clear the green for the next pair, Jim 
Barnes and W. Kennett, not to mention everybody 

Bobby Jones wins at St Andrews
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playing behind them! Needless to say, none of this 
was captured on film, even in the discarded footage 
which exists.  

There is little of note to say about Pathe’s coverage 
of the 1928 Amateur Championship final except to 
say that it is done in the identical style to that of 
the 1926 final. The R&A Film Archive contains three 
reports on the 1928 Open. They are by Gaumont, 
Empire News Bulletin and Paramount. The third is  
probably an American newsreel. Paramount started 
its newsreel in the States in 1927 but its British 
newsreel was not established until 1931. It did have 
a cameraman based in Britain before 1931.

The Empire News Bulletin is the shortest of 
the three, lasting a mere 20 seconds. As with the 
coverage of the 1926 Walker Cup warm-up match, 
the main title does not deliver on the contents 
promised. It states:

OPEN GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP
Walter Hagen (USA) wins and receives 

the Trophy from H.R.H. The Prince of Wales.

However it ends with Hagen putting and then 
walking past the camera with no sign of the presen-
tation ceremony. However, once again, it may be 
a case of the surviving film not being complete. 
The other two reports more than made up for this 
omission.

The Gaumont report, which lasts 53 seconds 
begins with the title:

HAGEN PUTS IT THERE
and wins Open Golf Championship on 
Royal St George’s Course, Sandwich.

The opening shot of Hagen on a green is followed by 
an inter title card identifying Hagen.  There is then 
a shot of Hagen in action off the tee. Another inter 
title card appears, introducing Archie Compston 
followed by a shot of him driving from the same 
tee.

This is then followed by a shot of the Duke of 
York walking up the course towards the camera. 
Rather surprisingly, he is not identified by an inter 
title card. The Duke of York attended The Open on 
the 10th of May, the day of the second round. After 
four more set ups of golfing action, a third inter 
title card announces that ‘H.R.H. The Prince of 
Wales as President of the Club presents the Cup’. 
We then see (but obviously do not hear) the Prince 
making a speech before presenting Hagen with the 
Claret Jug. This report is a good example of how 
events were telescoped (and sometimes rearranged) 
in newsreels. There is nothing to indicate that the 
presence of the Duke of York and the Prince of 
Wales occurred on different days.

The Paramount report, which is the longest 

at 63 seconds, dispenses with showing any 
golf whatsoever and concentrates solely on the 
presentation ceremony. The main title card tells us 
this is what is going to happen. The Prince of Wales 
gets up on to what can be described as either a very 
large podium or a small stage. Hagen comes out of 
the crowd and receives the trophy and medal from 
the Prince. Tellingly, Hagen does not climb up on 
to the podium but stays at ground level below the 
Prince. An inter title card appears reading:

’Congratulations!’ says the Prince…
’We hope you Americans keep coming over 

until as you say back home, we put one over on you.’

There is then a shot of the Prince speaking. Another 
inter title card gives Hagen’s response before we see 
Hagen speak:

’Lucky, very lucky’ says Hagen – but golf world 
Insists remarkable playing and sheer fight 

gave veteran his third British Open!
We then see Hagen as he speaks and the film ends 
with a close up of Hagen and the Prince looking at 
the Claret Jug. The whole report is filmed from a 
single angle.

Again, The R&A Film Archive has two reports 
for the 1929 Open and they are quite different in 
their approach. The Empire News Bulletin clip 
lasts 46 seconds and the Gaumont one 48 seconds.
The ENB report is straightforward in the more 
traditional form we have come to expect. Hagen 
is singled out in the main title as the winner and 
this is followed by three shots of Hagen in action. 
There is then a crowd shot, followed by one of an 
unidentified golfer, another crowd shot and then 
another of Hagen playing. This is followed by an 
inter title card stating ‘Hagen gets “The Cup”’ and 
the almost obligatory presentation ceremony.

Gaumont uses five inter title cards, four of which 
are used to identify golfers. Unusually, the main title 

The Duke of York at Sandwich
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does not tell the audience the winner or his score.  It 
simply reads:

THE OPEN GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP
Phenomenal scores obtained by 

leading players at Muirfield.
After an opening crowd shot, an inter title card 
comes up saying ‘Walter Hagen’, which was then 
followed by Hagen putting and then driving. 
There is then an inter title card saying ‘Leo Diegel’, 
followed by Diegel playing two shots. Next up pops 
an inter title card announcing ‘Percy Alliss’ and the 
audience sees Alliss hitting a tee shot. Then Abe 
Mitchell is introduced via an inter title card and he 
is seen hitting a tee shot. The final card states:

Hagen (US), with score of 292 for the 4 rounds,
 retains the Open Golf Championship of Great Britain

and is followed by the presentation ceremony. 
This report is more focussed and informative than 
the Empire News Bulletin report and may have 
been influenced in its level of interpretation by the 
coming of sound.

The story of the development of sound for 
motion pictures is long and complicated.  In simple 
terms, there had been efforts to synchronise sound 
with motion pictures almost immediately after they 
were first projected. Technological developments 
during the First World War brought reliable systems 
closer to fruition. By the middle of the 1920s, there 
were two main systems being tried in Hollywood, 
sound on a synchronised disk and sound embedded 
on the film itself, by a strip down the side. Warner 
Brothers were the backers of the sound on disk with 
Vitaphone, while Fox Pictures were experimenting 
with a sound on film system that they called 
Movietone.12

Warner Brothers made a number of full talking 
short films in 1926 with the first programme of these 
appearing at the Warner Theatre in New York on the 
2nd of August 1926. This was followed rapidly by 
the premiere of the full-length film Don Juan on the 
26th of August, which had a musical accompaniment 
and sound effects but no dialogue.13  

In April 1927, Fox launched Fox Movietone News, 
using sound on film. The first public screening of 
this came on the 25th of May 1927 in New York. Fox 
then released Sunrise, a high profile, prestigious 
feature film with a soundtrack featuring music but 
neither sound effects nor dialogue on the 23rd of 
September 1927 in New York.14  

This was trumped by Warners thirteen days 
later with the premiere of The Jazz Singer at the 
Warner Theatre in New York. Using the Vitaphone 
technology, The Jazz Singer contained songs and 
a very small amount of dialogue. It was neither a 
full talking picture nor the first picture with sound, 

nor the first time dialogue had been heard on the 
screen. Yet, in one of those indefinable historical 
moments, it came to symbolise the birth of the 
talking pictures.  Meanwhile, Fox Movietone News 
began being screened at the Roxy Theatre in New 
York on the 27th of October but did not become a 
regular weekly feature until the 31st of December.15

 It should be noted that sound on film did not 
immediately become universal.  Theatres on both 
sides of the Atlantic had to be wired and this was 
an expensive process.  Furthermore, the Hollywood 
studios were not entirely sure how to handle this 
new opportunity. Looking back on history, three 
years do not seem a long time. However, the period 
between 1927 and 1929 saw a huge upheaval in 
Hollywood both technically and tactically. In 1928, 
only 3% of the films released by the seven major 
Hollywood studios were full talking pictures and 
75% were silent movies. The remaining 22% were 
part talking or sound effects and music only pictures. 
A year later, the percentage of talking pictures made 
by the major Hollywood studios rose to 75% while 
purely silent movies fell to 13%. However, the 
studios hedged their bets by also releasing silent 
versions of the talkies.16

The cautious thinking on the part of the major 
studios in the critical years of 1928 and 1929 is 
reflected in the career of Albert Lewis. Lewis had 
been a highly successful Broadway producer and had 
co-produced and directed the original production 
of The Jazz Singer. He and his partner, Max Gordon, 
sold the film rights to Warner Brothers.

In August 1928, Lewis was recruited by Fox to 
‘act as the New York representative of the company 
in assembling actors and literary material for sound 
pictures’. The New York Times  reported that 

he [Lewis] was not sure how far sound effects 
would be carried in screen entertainment. Voices 
will play an important part, he thinks, but it may 
not be possible to carry dialogue all the way 
through a film entertainment. It will, also, he 
thinks, be impossible to transfer stage plays to the 
screen without adaptation. 

This statement may sound naïve to those of us 
blessed with hindsight, but it very much reflected 
the thinking of the early years of sound movies.17 
As we shall see, this cautious approach to the use of 
sound was reflected in the earliest British Movietone 
Newsreels.

It was one thing to make talking movies or 
newsreels, it was quite another for people to be able 
to hear them in Britain. The conversion of cinemas 
for sound was a slow process. By the end of 1930, 
around 68% of the film houses in Britain had been 
wired for sound. This meant, of course, that 32% 
did not have sound.
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The newsreels and sound
This cautious approach to sound is reflected in 
the history of the newsreel companies. British 
Movietone was launched as a sound newsreel in 
June 1929, giving it the distinction of being the first 
of its type in Britain.18 Gaumont launched Gaumont 
Sound News in November 1929 and continued the 
silent Gaumont Graphic until 1932. The Empire News 
Bulletin started in June 1926. It was then superseded 
in July 1930 by Universal Talking News but continued 
to be made for silent cinemas until around 1933. 
Pathe added a sound series, Pathe Super Sound 
Gazette in June 1930 and again continued the silent 
Pathe Gazette  for several more years for use in 
silent cinemas. So, there was a typical mix for the 
period. British Movietone was fully committed to 
sound from its start and had no fall-back position. 
The other major established newsreel companies all 
established sound series but continued for a short 
period to make silent series as well.  

Like the talking movie, sound newsreels did not 
spring out of the can fully evolved in 1930.  British 
Movietone made its debut on the 9th of June 1929. The 
Open Championship had been played from the 8th 
to the 10th of May, so it could not have been covered. 
The Amateur Championship was played from the 
10th until the 13th of June but either Movietone did 
not cover it or the report has not survived. So the 
next opportunity for sound coverage was 1930.  
The Pathe Super Sound coverage of the Amateur 
Championship survives but unfortunately the 
sound track to go with it is not on The R&A’s copy 
of the film.19  So for that event, we have the film but 
not the sound. Movietone produced two reports of 
the 1930 Open, one from qualifying and one from 
the Championship itself. Both of these have sound.  

These two reports have a live commentary of 
sorts. By 1931 there would be the scripted narration 
dubbed over the film report after the final edit to tell 
a coherent story. But for 1930, whatever speech is 
heard was recorded as it happened live and was not 
scripted. In the report on qualifying, released on the 
19th of June 1930, the first words heard appear to be 
from a member of the crowd mumbling indistinctly 
as Jones putts. As Leo Diegel is filmed at the tee, we 
hear the first snippet of commentary as he plays his 
shot:

This Is easily the biggest crowd we’ve had. 
This is Diegel, American …

Golly that caddie must be tired ... Oh nice shot.
Those few words were spoken randomly and softly. 
They were so spontaneous that it is difficult to tell on 
first listening whether the microphone was picking 
up a member of the crowd or if it was meant to be 
commentary.

The report on Jones winning, released on the 23rd 

of June carries the same casual, informal quality. 
However, the coming of sound certainly had an 
impact on Jones. As Jones is at the tee, we hear the 
first words of a Movietone report of The Open: ‘Go 
ahead boy, put sound on’.  
     The proto-narrator was not aware that it was 
already on. The ‘boy’ evidently knocked something 
over because we then hear two very loud ‘clangs’, 
like a hollow drum being beaten. Jones obviously 
heard the noise because he reacts by backing away 
from the tee.  Jones then returns to the tee and the 
voice is heard saying ‘Bobby Jones’.  After Jones hits 
his shot, the commentator says ‘There they go’. The 
next camera set up is a crowd shot by a fairway and 
the remarks made by the reporter are inaudible.  
The next shot is of Jones putting and this time we 
simply pick up crowd noises of coughing, general 
hubbub and then clapping. The report ends with 
the speeches at the presentation ceremony.  These 
two film segments were very much ‘live’ reporting. 
The more conventional narrator made his debut the 
following year. Thus 1930 proved to be a unique 
year in the coverage of The Open by the newsreels.
    Silent newsreel of The Open and The Amateur 
are sometimes quite difficult to follow but very 
rewarding to view when taken in the context of 
their times. They had an established way of being 
shot. The newsreel companies were working in 
competition with one another and to strict timetables. 
They allocated limited resources to the coverage of 
The Open and The Amateur and had very limited 
access to the courses. The final newsreel programme 
format for theatrical release was a set structure and 
the individual reports had to fit into this, meaning 
that they had to be short. The newsreel companies 
could assume a prior knowledge of these particular 
sporting events among their audience. The aud-
ience, in turn, was accustomed to the way they 
were filmed and presented. There was no attempt to 
build a dramatic story. The reports from 1930 allow 

Jones swings after the sound interruption at Hoylake
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us to see how the companies were grappling with 
the birth of a new technology without altering their 
fundamental approach to filming. 
   So what we are left with today is an impression 
of an event rather than detailed coverage of it. If 
we want to learn the details of specific Open or 
Amateur Championships, we need to go back 
into the contemporary newspaper accounts. The 
newsreels allow us decades later to have a feel 
and an impression of the events and the players 
who took part in them. The newspaper and 
newsreel reports of The Open and The Amateur 
Championships between 1920 and 1930 are still 
fulfilling their original function – the former give 
the facts and reports the atmosphere in words, the 
latter show us the look and feel in moving images. 
The silent newsreels were evocations of the events, 
not factual reports. Eighty to ninety years later, 
they present powerful images of the game of golf 
between 1920 and 1930. As such, they are a unique 
record of The Open and Amateur Championships 
for those years.

Breaking news
Since this article was written, The R&A Film Archive 
has acquired another five film clips that fall into 
the period under consideration. These are the 1921 
Open Championship (Pathe), the 1924 Amateur 
Championship (Gaumont Graphic), the 1926 Walker 
Cup  (Pathe), and two of the 1930 Walker Cup, (one 
by Pathe and one by Gaumont). The 1924 Amateur 
Championship coverage, along with that of both 
companies for the 1930 Walker Cup contain a great 
deal of unedited material, so it is very difficult to 
draw conclusions about the final version of the 
reports. The coverage of the 1921 Open conforms 
very much to the typical Pathe report. The film 
of the 1926 Walker Cup runs for longer than one 
would expect, clocking in at around two minutes 
and three seconds. This may not be the final version 
of the report. It should be noted that the main title 
card credits America with a fifth straight win, but 
was, in fact, its fourth consecutive victory. 
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ONE OF THE MOST MOMENTOUS shots 
in golf this year must have been Richard 
Finch’s third shot to the eighteenth hole 

at Adare.  In fact it was the European Shot of the 
Month. With the green and the Adare Manor Hotel 
on the far side of the River Maigue and his ball 
lying on the bank of the river, he needed to score no 
more than a six to win the 416,000 euro first prize 
and become the Irish Open Champion. As he hit the 
shot he fell backwards into the river. With this scene 
one would have been excused in thinking that this 
was the Adare Manor Golf Club! However it is not. 
It is the Adare Manor Hotel and Golf Resort. The 
two courses are situated next door to one another 
on what was the same estate. There is however 
a considerable age difference between the two 
courses.

The Adare Manor Golf Club
This is the older of the two Clubs and was formed 
in 1900. Like many clubs of its time it owes its 
origins to the enthusiasm of the landowner, in this 
case the fourth Earl of Dunraven. The Earl did 
not take up golf until he was in his fifties stating 
in his autobiography that golf provided him with 
exercise and that it amused him. This would have 
been in the late 1890s; prior to this time he was 
pre-occupied in trying to win the America’s Cup 
for yachting between 1892 and 1895. So where did 
he first encounter the game? He suffered all his 
life from gout and visited popular health resorts 
seeking a cure. He visited Pau in France a favorite 
place for the rich and famous, which had enjoyed 
a golf club since 1856. Given his sporting interest 
it is more than likely that this was where he first 
played golf. Back in Ireland he joined Lahinch GC 
and also spent some time in North Berwick. While 
in Scotland he met Ben Sayers and invited him to 
Adare to lay out a nine-hole course in his estate so 
that he could keep up his golf. This was probably 
in 1898 as Golf Illustrated of 21 October 1902 states 
that

the Club was instituted in September 1900, but the 
course had been open two years previously as a 
private one. … the membership is now close on 
sixty and the management is vested in a committee 
appointed by Lord Dunraven. 

The Earl was President and AW Shaw, who is 
credited with being the driving force behind both 
Lahinch and Limerick Clubs, was Vice-President. 
The committee consisted of the Knight of Glin, 
son-in-law of the Earl; Mr Peter Fitzgerald, the 
land agent; and Dr George Browning. The estate 
manager, Mr R Ballingall acted as Secretary. The 
Irish Golfer of 5 December 1900 said

The course will be open for members of the club 
formed for the most part from Limerick golfers, 
and it will be a boon and a blessing to them who 
have hitherto had to make the long journey to 
Lahinch before they could get a game.   

Like all golfers of this time they experienced 
problems on their parkland courses in the summer 
as the means were not yet available to cut the lush 
grass. The above quote implies that the course at 
Adare was open and playable all year round, which 
must have been due to the lavish care given to it 
by the Earl himself, and also the estate manager 
being the Secretary. The course was not busy in 
mid-summer, the main competitions taking place at 
the spring or autumn meetings, which took place in 
May and September/October. This suited the upper 
class which played in May before their yachting 
or travel schedules and in September before the 
fowling and hunting got under way. The first 
official competitions were played in October 1901 
for the Adare Challenge Cup presented by the Earl, 
and the Bogey Cup. Both were won by the Secretary 
RR Ballingall, while the Ladies’ Cup was won by 
the Earl’s daughter, Lady Aileen. 

The site of the golf course contains the ruins of a 
number of interesting buildings. In 1830 a new road 
was constructed close to the estate. This enabled the 
Manor or demesne section to be walled and enclosed. 
It was here the Earl decided to build his golf course.  
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However there was a problem. John Wesley, founder 
of the Methodist Church had preached under an 
ash tree close to the ruin of the Franciscan Abbey in 
1756. In 1797 the Methodists built a chapel on this 
site. In memory of Wesley open air ‘field meetings’ 
were still held  under the ash tree. At the time of 
building the new Manor Lord Dunraven gave the 
Methodists a new site to prevent them having to 
enter his grounds. After years of change the site of 
the old Methodist Chapel is now right in the middle 
of the fourteenth fairway. This has not put an end to 
the ‘field meetings’. Once a year the Club closes the 
course, for the morning, to enable the Methodists 
to meet. The courtesy has also been extended to the 
Catholic Church at other dates. This must surely be 
the only course in the world to close regularly in 
order that a religious service may take place on it.

When Bernard Darwin visited the course in 
1907 he wrote that he was much taken with the 
extraordinary beauty of the setting; the unique 
character of the many hazards – a castle, an abbey, 
a graveyard; and the length of the ‘sidings’ (rough). 
The castle known as the Desmond Castle consists of 
a square three storey tower, a fosse and a great hall. 
It was built in the latter part of the twelfth century 
with modifications added during the thirteenth and 
fourteenth centuries. The Castle suffered serious 
damage by the forces of Cromwell in 1649. In 1825 

the then Earl carried out considerable repairs and 
later on the nine-hole course players making their 
way to the first tee passed through the main gateway 
to the Castle. The Desmond Castle is a magnificent 
backdrop to the first and fifteenth greens. The 
Abbey was founded in 1464 for the Franciscans by 
Thomas Fitz-Maurice, seventh Earl of Kildare, and 
his wife Joan. It was completed two years later. By 
the end of the seventeenth century it was in ruins 
until the third Earl partially restored it. The first 
recorded mass since the expulsion of the friars took 
place in 1985.  Since 1998 every Easter Sunday a 
dawn mass is celebrated in the Abbey. The ruins of 
the Abbey dominate the centre of the course. The 
graveyard is at the Augustinian Priory which was 
founded in 1316 and in 1807 Priory was given to the 
local Church of Ireland congregation as the parish 
church. It is a ruin today; however the graveyard is 
still in business!

For many years the course was a nine-hole 
layout, two new holes were added making it an 
eleven-hole course by 1972. This was unsatisfactory 
and a lengthened nine-hole course was in play 
by the late 1970s. The Club was granted a 21 year 
sporting lease on the 85 acres at an annual rent 
of £1000. Work commenced to replace the old 
shingle roofed club house in 1978 and was nearly 
completed in 1980 when much to the surprise of the 
Club they were offered the leasehold of the land for 
£35,000. This was considered a very large sum of 
money, but to the amazement of the members the 
then Minister for Industry and Commerce offered 
the Club, on behalf of Shannon Side Tourism, a 
non-returnable loan of £10,000 and an interest free 
advance over five years of the remaining £25,000. 
The members grasped the offer with both hands; 
all they had to do was to guarantee tourist visitors 
access to the ancient monuments within the course! 
The new clubhouse was opened in 1980 and by 1990 
the Club had prepared a new eighteen-hole course 
on old and perhaps new ground. By clearing scrub 
woodland sufficient area was created for the new 
course which was opened in 1992.

The Adare Manor Hotel and Course
This is a much more recent development. In 1832 
the second Earl of Dunraven and his wife set about 
replacing their original Georgian mansion, which 
was demolished and the great Gothic revival 
building which is now the hotel was built in its 
place. They were earnest students of architecture 
and design. In order to keep his mind off his illness 
he needed a hobby of sorts and with the region 
suffering from the potato famine the jobs created 
were a blessing to the local community. It is said 

The ruins of Adare Abbey

The original clubhouse from a contemporary postcard



49                Through the Green, December 2008

that James Pain and George Richard were the actual 
design team. They had been involved in many of 
the large country houses in the region and this 
design is a charming, palatial series of allusions 
to some of the area’s classic homes and manors. 
Its first eccentricity is a turreted entrance tower at 
the corner of the building, while its 52 chimneys, 
one for every week in the year, and its 365 leaded 
windows, one for each day of the year, can count 
among the others. The new Manor stayed in the 
Dunraven family until the 1980s. It lay empty for a 
short while before its sale in 1987

The Adare Golf Club is an eighteen hole 
championship golf course which opened in 1995 
and is set on the 840 acre estate of the Adare Manor 
Hotel & Golf Resort in Co Limerick, Ireland. The 
grounds were purchased by the Kane family of 
Palm Beach Florida in 1987. A golf course was part 
of the plans and the architect employed was the 
legendary Robert Trent Jones, Senior. It is said that 
some of Snr’s greatest designs are found outside 
the United States. After designing the Cashen 
course at Ballybunion the architect developed a 
great fondness for Ireland and its promises for great 
golf courses. Once he was aware of the purchase of 
Adare Manor he saw a new and exciting parkland 
opportunity. He personally pursued the owners to 
build a golf course that would befit the restored 
Manor’s character. This was the last major golf 
course he designed, and was also one of only two 
courses in Ireland. The majestic design has gained 
international acclaim as one of his finest creations. 
The course which opened for play in August 1995 
measures 7,453 yards and uses 230 acres of lush  
Irish countryside. As one would expect it is an 
American style. The exquisite parkland atmosphere 
of the demesne has been preserved with the course 
set amid magnificent mature trees. The course 
contains many aquatic features including a fourteen 
acre lake anchoring the front nine holes. The River 
Maigue meanders through the entire golf course 
creating a sense of beauty and challenge especially 
at the par 5 Eighteenth.

Adare village in County Limerick is a really 
pleasant place to visit. The main street combines 
quintessential Irish architecture with the English 
styled buildings and infrastructure purpose-built 
for the Dunraven estate. Examples of the latter 
architectural forms include the thatched cottages 
near the entrance to the Adare Manor. 
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Feature on Adare Manor in The Irish Golfer (1900)

An editing fault in Liz Pook’s article on Molly 
Graham in September TTG, led to Molly’s middle 
name appearing as Ellen, when, unusually, it 
should have been Allan.   

Jim Gray points out that the September Letter from 
Oz incorrectly placed Otago GC in New Zealand, 
founded in 1871, as the oldest golf club outside 
Europe. Royal Calcutta was of course founded in 
1829.

Pre-War catologues of George Nicoll of Leven, or 
William Gibson of Kinghorn.
Originals or good copies. 
Payment in cash or kind. 
Contact Tad Moore: tad@tadmoore.com

Corrections

Wanted

For Sale and Wanted
Quality items of golfing antiques/memorabilia
at www.golf-antiques-online.com
email: scoblegeorge@btinternet.com
Tel: 01689 837997
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How frequently have I, with great difficulty, 
persuaded patients who were never off my doorstep 
to take up golf, and how rarely, if ever, have I seen 

them in my consulting room again. One of the 
reasons why I, a medical man, decided to give up 
medicine and take up golf architecture was my 

firm conviction of the extraordinary influence on 
health of pleasurable excitement, especially when 

combined with fresh air and exercise.
Dr Alister MacKenzie.

DR MACKENZIE’S VIEWS have long been 
supported by practising physicians and 
though their well-known infatuation for 

the game of golf remains the butt of vaudeville 
comedians these benefits have been confirmed by 
two recent evidence-based studies1,2. Only three UK 
physicians, Drs William Tweddell, David Marsh 
and Frank Deighton have reached the highest 
echelons as a National champion, with the last two 
also taking part in the Walker Cup. It should also 
be noted that 21 year-old Watsonian AJT Allan, 
a medical student in Edinburgh when he won 
the 1897 Amateur Championship at Muirfield, 
tragically died from tuberculosis within a year, 
and never defended his title. But in this context the 
appellation ‘unique’ can be applied to a Scottish 
doctor who, though himself a player of moderate 
skill, made his name in two disparate careers before 
settling on a third to become recognised as one of 
the greatest architects and designers of golf courses 
in the history of the game. In a period of six years 
in the 1920s and 30s Dr Alister ManKenzie created 
three golf courses, in California and Georgia, 
which have joined St Andrews as among the most 
recognised and revered courses in the world. Much 
of this achievement depended on an astonishing and 
scarcely believable concatenation of circumstances 
that brought four people, location and opportunity, 
together at exactly the same time.

First career as medical student and doctor
MacKenzie’s father, William, a Glasgow graduate, 
was the Medical Officer for Health in Normanton, 
near Leeds, where Alister was born on the 30th of 

Alister MacKenzie’s Early Professional Life 
and the Serendipity of his Iconic Creation - Augusta National

by RAP Burt MD

August 1870, and named ‘Alexander’, although his 
parents always used the Gaelic form of ‘Alister’3. The 
MacKenzie clan came from Lochinver, in Sutherland, 
and although he never lived there Alexander was 
proud of his Scottish heritage: the family spent 
annual holidays there, where he fished, stalked, 
hunted, shot and sailed; and his most widely used 
photograph shows him in Highland dress. After 
school in Wakefield, in 1888 MacKenzie passed the 
University of Cambridge Previous Examination, 
was admitted to Caius College on the the 1st of 
October and started his medical studies on the 12th 
of October 4. As ‘Alexander’ he was registered as a 
medical student with the General Medical Council 
on the 2nd of November 1888. In 1891 he passed the 
Natural Sciences Tripos Part 1, and graduated BA 
(with Honours) 5.

At that time university medical schools did 
not offer clinical training and students had to seek 
apprenticeships with practising hospital physicians 
and surgeons, so MacKenzie returned to Leeds 
where his father’s medical connections would help. 
Leeds Medical School, founded in 1831 by six Leeds 
doctors, offered apprenticeships with the practising 
staff, provided lectures on medicine and surgery 
but could not confer a degree. His name appears 
in the 1891 Register of Students at Leeds General 
Infirmary6 and a later entry notes that he passed the 
second Bachelor of Medicine (MB) examination at 
Cambridge, in December 1892. From 1892 to 1894 he 
held several posts in the Outpatient Department of 
the Infirmary as medical clerk, surgical and casualty 
dresser and gynaecological clerk. From 1894 to 1895 
he held similar posts, including anaesthetist, at the 
Inpatient Department where his performance was 
noted as ‘V. Good’ and in 1895 he was elected House 
Surgeon to Mr Ward.  

In those years the Royal Colleges of Physicians 
and Surgeons in London, Edinburgh and Glasgow, 
and the Worshipful Society of Apothecaries 
offered examinations leading to an initial medical 
qualification, known as a Licentiate, and in 
1895 MacKenzie passed the London Licentiate 
examinations, LRCP and MRCS to be registered as 
a licensed physician, identified as ‘Alexander’, in 
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the Medical Register from the 13th of January 1896. 
These examinations have been abolished in recent 
years. By taking the Licentiate route to medical 
registration Alexander emulated his father, who, in 
1865 had obtained the LRCPEdin and LRCSEdin, 
and his entry in the Medical Directory, LRCP, MRCS 
1895 (Camb and Leeds), acknowledged both sources 
of his training. However, he wanted the prestige 
of graduation from a University, so, although now 
a qualified physician licensed to practice in the 
United Kingdom, Alexander MacKenzie returned 
to Cambridge University Medical School5, and in 
1897 graduated MA and MB Bac.S, (Bachelor of 
Surgery) these qualifications being added to his 
name in the Medical Register. He then returned to 
Leeds and joined his father’s practice, but was called 
up to the Army Medical Services with a temporary 
commission as a Civil Surgeon attached to the 4th 
Somerset Light Infantry for the South African war, 
1899-1902, and he saw action at the battle of Colenso, 
during the first, failed attempt to relieve Ladysmith. 
He was also awarded a medal, probably the red, 
blue and yellow Queen’s South African Medal with 
attached clasps bearing the names of the battles and 
places at which he had worked, but the reasons 
behind these awards are now unknown 8.  

On demobilisation in 1902 it is known that he 
travelled to Australia, possibly working his passage 
as Ship’s Surgeon, to stay with a cousin3. Thereafter 
he returned to full-time medical practice in Leeds, 
first in his father’s practice as a general practitioner: 
in 1907 he married Edith Wedderburn and obtained 
the post of consultant surgeon in St Monica’s 
Hospital at Easingwold, some 40 miles from Leeds, 
doubtless extolling the healthy virtues of golf and 
urging his patients to take up the game. Although 
he moved house four times MacKenzie kept his 
name, as ‘Alexander’, and updated his Leeds 
address in the Medical Register and the Medical 
Directory each year until 1930. When Cambridge 
University altered the designation of their medical 
degree 7  he was careful to substitute this in his 
Register and Directory entries:  from MB Bac.S to 
MB Bac Surg in 1904, to MB BC in 1928 and to MB 
BChir in 1930, although the University made this 
last change in 1926. In 1904 the Yorkshire College 
of Science and the Leeds Medical School combined 
to become Leeds University, by statute, and on the 
First Degree Day of the 1st of July 1905 MacKenzie 
was among 34 recipients of an MB ChB granted to 
those who were former students or had graduated 
from another University. Intriguingly, he never 
listed this ‘honorary’ qualification in the Register 
or Directory. In 1913 his father retired from practice 
and returned to live in Lochinver.  

A second career as camofleur
In South Africa, MacKenzie ‘became interested in 
golf course architecture as a result of studying the 
success of the Boers in concealed entrenchments, 
using the natural features of the landscape and by 
constructing artificial fortifications indistinguish-
able from natural objects, to defeat a British army 
of ten times their numbers’. This was at Colenso. 
On his return to civilian life MacKenzie ‘wrote two 
or three pages in the Suggestion Book of Leeds Golf 
Club’ but his ideas were deemed weird and were 
ignored.  

The start of the First World War saw him called up 
again by the Medical Services and witnessing trench 
warfare, convinced that the heavy casualties resulted 
from inadequate camouflage. In 1915 the magazine 
Country Life published his article on military 
entrenchments 9. Three military men immediately 
parried, saying his suggestions were common 
sense and already used in practice10, but MacKenzie 
delivered an acerbic riposte on the experience and 
ideas of army officers11. In 1916 he resigned from the 
Army Medical Services, giving up the rank of Major, 
and joined the Royal Engineers as a Lieutenant to 
create the British Army School of Experimental 
Camouflage where an artist, SJ Solomon, was his 
commanding officer3. The two had disagreements 
over camouflage techniques and MacKenzie dis-
missed Solomon’s ideas as ‘hallucinations’ and 
‘absurd’, which perhaps explains why MacKenzie’s 
name was expunged from the official records. Some 
years later he learned12 that a series of lectures 
on camouflage techniques, which in 1914 he had 
given to an American General, had been printed 
under the title ‘Entrenchment and Camouflage’ 
in Professional Memoirs Corps of Engineers, United 
States Army and Engineer Department at Large, 1917, 
Volume IX. Author attribution was ‘by an unnamed 
British Officer skilled in Landscape Gardening’. 
This last ‘skill’ was referenced on MacKenzie’s 
letterhead of the time but there is no evidence that 
he actually did any. In 1933 he wrote two articles on 
camouflage techniques for publication in the USA, 
both published posthumously.12,13   He was working 
on a book about camouflage when he died 12 .  

A third career as a golf course architect
After his demobilisation at the end of the war, and 
while rebuilding his medical practice in Leeds, 
MacKenzie became involved in golf architecture, 
particularly in the creation of, and changes to 
Alwoodley, Moortown and Sitwell Park. In 1914 
Country Life ran a competition to design a four-shot 
golf hole 14. MacKenzie submitted his design, which 
offered a choice of five different ways in which the 
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hole could be played, depending on the skill and 
willingness to take risk, of the player.  He won the 
first prize of £20 and the judges wrote15  ‘His design 
has been clearly thought out with the greatest care, 
and is most ingenious’. This became known as the 
Lido design because it was incorporated, slightly 
modified, as the eighteenth hole at the Lido club in 
New York. 

In 1915 he was elected a member of the Royal & 
Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews proposed by his 
friend and fellow golf architect, Harry Colt16,17. On 
the membership form he used the name ‘Alistair’ 
and for Rank or Profession he put ‘Doctor’, which 
would have defied authentication as none of the 
Medical Registers for the period list a Dr Alistair 
MacKenzie. As with the Medical Register he kept 
his Leeds address in the R&A Members’ Book, 
and he was listed as ‘home based’ until 1932. In 
the years 1921-29 MacKenzie played in ten Club 
competitions17, the first one being a knockout mixed 
foursome in which he and his wife lost in the first 
round. The other nine were the May and September 
competitions for the Royal Medal and Silver Cross, 
but he returned a card on only two occasions. In 
1923 the R&A commissioned him to draw a map 
of the Old Course at St Andrews which now hangs 
in the Great Room of the Clubhouse and which has 
been the most reproduced course map of all time.  

In 1920 MacKenzie published his first book on 
golf course architecture18 and started to retreat from 
the practice of medicine with medical comments 
and advice limited to descriptions of the actions 
of muscles and joints as related to the golf swing 
and greenkeeping, for example:  ‘Modern medicine 
consists largely in discovering the cause of disease  
and supplying what is lacking in the human body 
such as extracts of thyroid, pancreas, adrenal 
and other glands.  Similarly in greenkeeping no 
treatment is required if nature can effect a cure … .’  
His second book on golf architecture was completed 
just before he died19 but was not published until 
1995. Despite his continued use of the medical title, 
it seems that MacKenzie never contributed any 
papers on civilian or military medicine.

He adopted Dr Alister as his title and spelling 
while his stature in golf course architecture grew. 
Demand for his services increased exponentially, 
in Australia, New Zealand, the USA, England, 
Scotland and Ireland, working with established 
architect colleagues such as Colt and Robert Hunter. 
His first marriage ended in 1929 and in 1930 he 
married again, to a long-time friend and widow, 
Hilda Haddock. In March the couple relocated to 
California becoming famous for their exhibition 
dancing skills, winning contests on land and more 
exotically, on Trans-Atlantic liners. Mixing regularly 

with the wealthy and famous in golf, travelling 
extensively and being feted universally, life was 
good. His prized possession was a gorgeous two-
seater DeSoto convertible with a rumble seat, which 
he shipped and drove around Britain every summer 
when Hilda and he returned to visit. MacKenzie 
was a golf course architect of increasing stature, but 
lacking the finances and the land to build his own 
courses, he required others with these advantages 
to employ him on their projects.  

The first golfer
The story of Bobby Jones, born in 1902 to a 
successful Atlanta attorney, unarguably the best 
golfer of his time, has been told so often and his 
achievements and records are so well documented 
by his ‘Boswell’, OB Keeler, as to require no further 
embellishment. In addition to his golfing prowess 
Jones had a powerful intellect: he was a graduate of 
two Universities, earning a BS in engineering from 
Georgia Technical, and an MA in English Literature 
from Harvard; he was in only his second year as a 
law student at Emory University, when, in 1927 he 
passed the Georgia Bar examination and so qualified 
to practice law in the State. He launched his law firm 
in 1928 and he won his first case, in 1929.  Jones used 
to visit and play golf with friends at the Augusta 
Country Club, which had two eighteen-hole courses, 
staying at the Bon Air Vanderbilt hotel in Augusta. 
He first met Clifford Roberts, a business man from 
New York, in a group of friends commiserating 
with him after his defeat in the final of the 1926 US 
Amateur, and subsequently several times at the Bon 
Air hotel where Roberts also stayed.  Jones had told 
close friends that he was planning to retire from 
competitive golf after 1930, and harboured a desire 
to create a golf course masterpiece, a private club 
for his friends to use and to which he would invite 
those amateurs and professionals against whom he 
had competed so frequently. He also conceived of 
the need for a tournament open to professionals as 
in early spring they headed through Georgia from 
their winter sojourn in Florida to their summer 
appointments at clubs in the north. In the autumn 
of 1930, Thomas Barrett Jr, a future Mayor of 
Augusta, told Jones and Roberts about 365 acres of 
land, known as Fruitlands Nurseries which were 
available and might be suitable for a golf course. He 
took them to see it and the rest is history. But, Jones 
still had to find an architect with whom he could 
work.

It is known that Jones met MacKenzie briefly in 
St Andrews during the 1926 Walker Cup match and 
again at the 1927 Open Championship, and both 
were members of the R&A, but they did not know 
each other well. In 1929 Jones, still the reigning 
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1928 US Amateur Champion, won the US Open 
Championship and was the undoubted favourite 
to win the 1929 Amateur Championship, being 
played west of the Mississippi for the first time, at 
Pebble Beach in Monterey, California. Prior to this 
championship, Jones had accepted an invitation to 
stay on after the tournament and play in an exhib-
ition match to mark the opening of a new course, 
Pasatiempo, near Santa Cruz. Unexpectedly, he was 
to find that he had an open week on his hands and 
was invited to play another newly created course 
at Cypress Point, which he found ‘nearly perfect’, 
and then played Pasatiempo, which impressed 
him equally, both courses conceived, designed and 
created by the same individuals.

The second golfer
Unlike the other three in this story, Johnny 
Goodman born the fifth of ten children in 1909, 
grew up in Omaha, Nebraska in poverty, his father 
having deserted the family. When Johnny was aged 
sixteen his mother died. With friends he caddied at 
the Omaha Field Club and became fascinated with 
the game of golf, developing a compact swing and 
showing that he had a talent for the game. When 
he was eighteen Goodman and friends drove to 
Colorado Springs to play in the Trans-Mississippi 
Championship, a large and popular amateur mid-
west tournament at the time.  He won, and the next 
year qualified for the US Open Championship. 
Goodman was a fine golfer winning the Nebraska 
Amateur Championship three times, and in 1929 he 
entered for the US Amateur Championship. He was 
so impecunious that he had to borrow the money 
for the entrance fee, and a friend who worked for a 
meat packing company arranged for him to travel 
to California as a drover on a cattle train. 

Once at Pebble Beach Goodman qualified last, 
157 places below Jones, who was in first place and 
attempting to win for the third consecutive year, 
and against whom he was scheduled to play in the 
first round. It was widely assumed that this simply 
would be a warm up for Jones but life had taught 
Goodman resilience and in a match that was always 
close Goodman held on to win, 1 up. The favourite 
was out and was free to spend a week in California.  
Goodman won the US Open in 1933, played on three 
Walker Cup teams and won the US Amateur in 1937. 
He turned professional later but remains the last 
amateur to beat Jones in formal competition and the 
last amateur to win the US Open Championship. 

The catalyst and a remarkable lady
Marion Hollins was born in New York in 1892 the 
daughter of a wealthy banker and associate of JP 
Morgan. She became an outstanding athlete who 

played tennis, golf, was an excellent horsewoman, 
and the only woman in America to have a men’s 
handicap at polo. A feminist, she formed the 
Women’s National Golf and Tennis Club on Long 
Island in 1922. She first played in the US Women’s 
Amateur Golf Championship at age eighteen, won it 
in 1921, played in another fourteen championships 
between 1912 and 1940 and was the non-playing 
captain of the first US Curtis Cup team in 1932. In 
1923 she won the first, and in 1942 her eighth and 
last, Pebble Beach Women’s Championship.

Socially, her contacts were from the world of 
business or Hollywood, all rich and famous. She 
had a remarkable eye for artistic beauty and insisted 
on good quality in all things except for her attire, 
which a friend described as ‘this ebullient mass of 
cashmere and tweed’. She also had considerable 
business acumen and was attentive to detail in 
everything.

In the early 1920s she moved to California and 
found employment with The Del Monte Properties 
Company owned by Samuel Morse, grandnephew 
of the creator of the telegraph, who appointed 
her Athletic Director of Pebble Beach Golf Links. 
She soon became a ‘rainmaker’ for the company, 
coaxing funds and guarantees of financial support 
from her wealthy and well-connected contacts, and 
when, about a mile from Pebble Beach, at Cypress 
Point on 17 Mile Drive, she found a property and 
informed Morse that it would make a classic golf 
course; he agreed and gave her unlimited scope 
in the development, although maintaining close 
supervision. To design and build the new course 
she turned to Dr Alister MacKenzie who at the time 
was remodelling part of Pebble Beach golf course. 
He agreed to do so, with his partner Robert Hunter, 
and the three of them created a course exquisitely 
fitted to the terrain and of such surpassing beauty, 
variety and challenges that former USGA President 
‘Sandy’ Tatum has called the Cypress Point Club 
the ‘Sistine Chapel of Golf’.  It is unusual in having 
three holes in the first six as par five, two of them 
back to back, and two of the last four holes being 
par three, also back to back. Of  these, the Sixteenth 
has become the most famous par three hole in the 
world; designed initially to be a par four because 
the carry of some 210 yards across the ocean was 
considered too great. MacKenzie generously gives 
all the credit to Hollins: ‘I was in no way responsible 
for the hole. It was largely due to the vision of Miss 
Marion Hollins. Miss Hollins said that she did not 
think it was an impossible carry. She then teed up a 
ball and drove to the middle of the site for the green”. 
For the shorter hitters there is an alternative, safer 
route. The course was first played in August 1928 
and now has acquired a world-wide reputation.
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With her business contacts, Hollins had bought 
into an oil exploration syndicate that was drilling in 
the Kettleman Hills near Bakersfield and in October 
1928 an oil strike blew the drilling rig out of the 
ground.  Standard Oil bought out the syndicate 
and Hollins’ share was $2.5 million, a huge sum 
at the time. In 1927, while riding along  Rancho 
Carboňero she had found a site in the hills above 
Santa Cruz, close to Highway 17, and planned to 
build her own golf course and club.  The architect 
she chose was, of course, Dr MacKenzie, and 
Pasatiempo became another world renowned gem 
of a course and added more lustre to his reputation. 
Ignoring the Wall Street crash and depression she 
chose to open her course officially in September 
1929, immediately after the US Amateur was over, 
inviting Bobby Jones, Cyril Tolley, the reigning 
British Amateur Champion, Glenna Collett, the 
reigning US Women’s Amateur Champion, and 
herself to play an exhibition match in front of some 
300 friends and celebrities. For the record, Collett and 
Tolley won, which may have seemed ungracious to 
their expansively gracious hostess, but praise and 
plaudits were magnanimously heaped on Hollins 
and MacKenzie for their creation. It is recorded that 
Jones and MacKenzie spent a lot of time together 
at Pasatiempo and that they spoke continuously 
during the exhibition round. Pasatiempo became 
MacKenzie’s favourite course and he considered 
the sixteenth hole to be his best creation. He built 
a house beside the sixth fairway, because ‘I have 
always wanted to live where one could practice 
shots in one’s pyjamas before breakfast, and at 
Santa Cruz the climate is so delightful that one can 
play golf every day of the year’.

Jones and MacKenzie
Jones would know MacKenzie’s map of the Old 
Course of which the two men were ‘extravagant 
admirers’ but Clifford Roberts denies that Jones had 
already decided to seek MacKenzie as his architect 
for Georgia. What seems to have tipped the balance 
in 1929 was both Jones’ recognition and appreciation 
of MacKenzie’s talent at the Cypress Point Club and 
Pasatiempo courses, and MacKenzie’s character 
and lifestyle. Jones wrote ‘I think MacKenzie and I 
managed to work as a completely sympathetic team. 
Of course, there was never any question that he 
was the architect and I his advisor and consultant’. 
MacKenzie’s credo of trying to build courses for ‘the 
most enjoyment for the greatest number’ and that 
the course ‘must require strategy and skill to keep 
it interesting, give average players a fair chance and 
require the utmost from the expert’ also matched 
the view of Jones. Both wanted a course that would 

present each golfer interesting problems offering 
challenges that Tatum describes as ‘the siren call 
to attempt to deal with them’, but must be within 
reasonable accomplishment, and there had to be an 
alternative route for the less expert player.

MacKenzie made several visits to Augusta, 
and once sent Marion Hollins on a site inspection. 
This so irked misogynist Roberts, who probably 
underestimated the lady dressed in rumpled 
tweeds and baggy sweaters, that he never named 
her in his book although he mentioned Pasatiempo. 
There is no doubt that traces of Pasatiempo were 
incorporated into Augusta National by Hollins and 
MacKenzie. The first official round was played at 
Augusta in January 1933, but, unable to afford to 
travel, MacKenzie wasn’t there and he never saw 
the completed course. The Tournament was started 
in 1934.

Augusta and the Invitational Tournament
In the first full week of April the Tournament is held 
every year at Augusta National Golf Club. As is 
well known, Jones agreed to naming it ‘The Masters 
Tournament’ only some years later reflecting that 
the tournament had indeed been won by most of the 
masters of golf at the time and it is unique, owing 
allegiance to no official golfing body and belonging 
entirely to the members of the Club who sponsor and 
run it. It is the only ‘major’ professional tournament 
held every year at the same course: thus watchers 
are familiar with the ethereal beauty of the course 
and its many challenges, the profusion of azaleas, 
dogwoods and wisteria, the towering Georgia and 
the shorter Loblolly pines that line many of the 
fairways, and the more devilish brown pine straw 
instead of any rough. The course has been called the 
‘Cathedral of Golf’ and it is no wonder that Keeler, 
commenting on the numerous circumstances 
that were required to coincide for the ultimate 
conclusion to occur, has deemed the creation of 
Augusta National Golf Course - ‘predestined’. As 
Herbert Warren Wind has stated, the Doctor will for 
ever be remembered for designing an iconic course 
which changed the approach of golf architecture 
from the penal to the strategic.

The End
Alas, like that of so many great artists, the story ends 
sadly: Bobby Jones, suffering increasing debility 
from syringomyelia for 22 years, succumbed in 1971, 
aged 69. Marion Hollins lost most of her money in 
the Wall Street Depression and was forced to sell 
her Pasatiempo complex in 1938, diagnosed with 
severe clinical depression as a result of a major head 
injury sustained in a 1937 automobile accident. She 
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died of cancer and bankrupt in a Pacific Grove care 
home, in 1944, aged 52. Dr MacKenzie had great 
difficulty in recovering fees for his work during the 
Depression and died, in penury, from myocardial 
infarction in his Pasatiempo home in 1934, aged 64, 
four months before the first Augusta Invitational 
Tournament was played. After a funeral in the 
garden of his home, attended by 20 to 30 friends 
his body was cremated and his ashes scattered over 
the Pasatiempo course. He had asked to be buried 
at Lochinver but this proved to be unaffordable 
although his name is included on the family 
headstone. Only Johnny Goodman, whose early 
years were blighted by poverty and tragedy, yet 
who unexpectedly provided the opportune free 
week for Jones, died peacefully in 1970, aged 71.  
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Bobby Burt is a graduate of the Edinburgh University 
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has been collecting golf books for more than 40 years. He 
lived in the USA for 25 years, was a member of the Golf 
Collectors Society there and has been privileged to play 
all the courses mentioned in his article. In retirement he 
returned to live in East Lothian where his prowess on 
the links has now descended to that level so eloquently 
described by Bernard Darwin as ‘Equable Mediocrity’. 

Bobby is a BGCS member.
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JOHN LOW (1869 – 1929) was born in Dunkeld, 
Perthshire, learning his golf at the ancient links 
on the North Inch of Perth, and at St Andrews, 

where he went to school. Secondary education was 
at Repton, then Cambridge, where he was unbeaten 
for three years in the University golf team. The peak 
of his golfing career was to go down in the 1901 final 
of the Amateur at St Andrews to Harold Hilton. 

Low was well known as a popular and influential 
administrator, serving for many years on the Rules 
Committee of the R&A before his resignation in 
1921. Based in Surrey, he wrote on golf in Athletics 
News, the Manchester Evening News and the Pall 
Mall Gazette. But he is better-known for his two 
books: FG Tait – a Record (1901), hastily written in 
aid of a memorial fund, soon after Tait’s death in 
the Boer War, and Concerning Golf (1903), described 
recently by Daniel Wexler as Low’s ‘traditionalist 
manifesto’.   

The author of this article re-read Concerning 
Golf this autumn. It is an unprepossessing volume 
in small, almost notebook format with small type 
on generous margins. The cheap paper in his copy 
is little-foxed but much-yellowed, unalleviated 
by illustrations, even a frontispiece. However, the 
words count; it is an absorbing read. 

Low muses initially on the nature of golf as 
a static ball game, with problems of considered 
aforethought rather than the instinctive co-ordinated 
hand and eye reaction to a moving ball. Then he rips 
straight into the big controversy of the day (1903): 
Gutty versus Haskell. As an ardent traditionalist, 
Low rejected the Haskell’s extra length because he 
felt it removed a key differentiator between good 
and poor play. Additionally, it threatened extra costs 
consequential on the need to lengthen courses. His 
influential position on the Rules of Golf Committee 
put him in a strong position to recommend the 
adoption of a standard (gutty) ball, but he had 
powerful opponents who simply pointed out the 
popularity of the wound ball. In the event, the vote 
at the R&A General Meeting in the Spring of 1903 
went against him.  

It is in the areas of mental approach, and the 
philosophy and strategy of play that the book is 
at its most impressive. Low doesn’t instruct us on 
the technicalities of the swing; he leaves us to sort 
that side of it on the practice ground. Instead he 
embarks on a series of remarkable essays on course 
management, using the Old Course as his example. 
He is at his most inspirational on the subject of 

wind, advising us to be its friend rather than foe. 
Using side winds to advantage for extra length by 
deliberately pulling or slicing. Or minimising risk 
(though losing length) by holding the ball up into 
three-quarter winds from the front.  

Interestingly, in connection with irons, Low 
advocates a matched set. Even in the days before 
such luxuries were available from the old Scottish 
professionals, this was not a problem to him. He 
suggested finding a favourite single iron, and asking 
one of the Fife smiths to copy it for weight with 
varying face loft until a matched set was produced. 

Low always had a special association with the 
putter and putting. Though he saw the benefits of 
a putting cleek on rough greens he was famed for 
his use of the old-fashioned wooden putter on more 
even surfaces. His description of how to inveigle a 
master clubmaker into custom-building a wooden 
putter has appeared in a number of anthologies. In 
Concerning Golf he writes about three putters made 
in Tom Morris’s shop by Albert Tingey, then serving 
a clubmaking apprenticeship. One went to Hugh 
Kirkaldy soon after his 1891 Championship win. 
He subsequently sold this special putter to Low, 
who later presented it to the Oxford and Cambridge 
Golfing Society, of which he was the first Captain 
and later President. 

BGCS members visiting Rye for the English 
Hickory Championship are able to inspect it on the 
wall of the main lounge. Shallow-faced and narrow 
in width, its shaft dips slightly, as prescribed in 
the book – nowadays bearing the weight of silver-
banded winning balls. Low writes lyrically, almost 
sensuously, about the need for good balance and 
feel. The thinnest of grips is recommended so as to 
permit the most intimate of connections between 
the hand and ball: ‘Putting should be the work of 
the fingers, if possible the very tips of the fingers, 
where the sense-bulbs lie.’ And so obvious as to be 
profound: ‘The art of putting consists of hitting the 
ball with freedom, grace and accuracy, in the middle 
of the club.’ 

How Low would have loved to dust off his old 
Kirkaldy putter and caress some putts over Rye’s 
silky-smooth but lightning-fast greens this past 
Autumn. 

Members are asked to submit articles about their own 
favourite book. Concerning Golf appears occasionally 
in the auctions, typically selling for £30-40, much the 

same as a well-produced modern club history. 

My Favourite Books
John Pearson re-reads Concerning Golf (1903) by John Low



57                Through the Green, December 2008

Golf Memorabilia
by
Kevin McGimpsey

BGCS member Kevin McGimpsey has used 
his expansive knowledge of golf collectables to 
produce a fascinating guide that will be invaluable 
to those wishing to start a collection and will also be 
of great interest and assistance to those who have 
established collections already.

The ten chapters cover the ground in sufficient 
detail to offer clear pointers to what is worth 
collecting and what to avoid. Balls, clubs, books, 
art, badges and medals, cigarette and postcards, 
metalwares, autographs are all considered and a 
final chapter suggests suitable themes to avoid 
overloading the budget. The book is superbly 
illustrated and includes side bars and boxes 
containing ‘helpful hints’, ‘dos and don’ts’, 
terminology of the various areas covered and 
anecdotal and historical items. The illustrations are 
superbly produced but occasionally impinge on 
the text so that a sentence may be completed two 
pages from where it began, struggling to find space 
amongst the pictures and their captions. This is the 
only criticism of a thoroughly excellent book, which 
is priced £25 from the author. There was a flier in 
September TTG.

Review by John Moreton

A Centenary History of the 
Royal St David’s Golf Club
by
Richard Fisher

The notes at the back of this history of Royal St 
David’s reveal the author to be a historian/golfer 
who just happens to be an Executive Director of the 
Cambridge University Press. For good measure he 
is also Associate Editor of the Oxford Dictionary of 
National Biography (responsible for golf entries) 
and a Fellow of the Historical Society. 

And it shows. The story is highly readable; 
presentation values are high. It is published as an 
update to Mr Fisher’s 1994 centenary history of 
Royal St David’s – a straight chronological account 
of the Club, founded by Harold Finch-Hatton and 
William More on the linksland below Harlech 
Castle. Finch-Hatton was an exotic character, a local 
aristocrat, recently returned from the colonies, and 

Golf - The Cure for a Grumpy Old Man 
by
Peter Alliss

I have to admit it. I enjoy both listening to and 
reading Peter Alliss, who since 1969 has been 
gracing the BBC’s airwaves as their prime golf 
commentator following the retirement of the 
inimitable Henry Longhurst. He has been writing 
golf books since 1963. So when my good lady 
spotted Golf - The Cure for a Grumpy Old Man in our 
local Waterstone’s bookshop she eagerly pointed 
me in the right direction, I fear on the basis that the 
book title suited me to a ‘T’. 

The book does exactly what it says on the tin, as 
the TV advertisement has it. Its prime purpose is 
to introduce those of a certain age, who have never 
played golf and have ceased gainful employment, to 
the mysteries of golf. The book therefore is a melange 
of the history of the game, instruction on how to 
play, reminiscences of players and competitions 
over many years and his general observations. 

Regrettably there are few of Alliss’s anecdotes or 
stories which have not been heard or read before. 
Some, of course, bear retelling particularly Christie 
O’Connor demonstrating his versatility and skill. 
Having been told by a Pro-Am partner that he had 
hit a par 3 hole with two clubs less than ‘Himself’, 
he proceeded to hit the green with every club in the 
bag including the putter. 

Overall I was disappointed with the book but 
then I console myself that whilst clearly qualifying 
as a grumpy old man, I have been playing golf for 
more years that I care to remember and it was not 
written with me in mind. It is published by Hodder 
& Stoughton at £18.99. 

Review by Dick Durran 
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for them to play on. The construction of clubs and 
balls and the patterns of play are also described

Geert and Sara express their concern that this 
game is only played now by a small more elderly 
part of the society and may be in danger of dying 
out. They describe the efforts being made to try 
to maintain its popularity. Like golf the game has 
a close relationship with food and the different 
clothing worn by the players.  

They also explore many other cultural links with 
the game, including: religion and pasrticularly its 
nominated patron, St Anthony; carnivals, feasts and 
battles; other early 'golf' images such as the 'Crecy 
Man' in the east window of Gloucester Cathedral; 
and a wide span of literature, songs and poems..

I think it would be hard to find two more 
enthusiastic writers. The book is available from 
Geert & Sara Nijs, 7 Rue des Vernes, F-71310 Saint 
Bonnet en Bresse, France (tel. 0033 385 726035 or 
ancientgolf@wanadoo.fr) for 30€ plus p&p.

Review by John Hanna

Walking the Fairways 
With golf artist Bill Waugh
by
Bill Waugh 

There are a number of twentieth century artists who 
have become well known and very collectable for 
their work in the sporting genre. Golf is fortunate to 
have at present a number of very talented painters 
whose work captures wonderful golf courses, 
imposing and architecturally attractive clubhouses, 
specific famous golf holes, and portraits of the 
golfing stars. Amongst these artists can be included 
Arthur Weaver, the American Linda Hartough, 
Kenneth Reid, Graeme Baxter, whose work is often 
on display in the Open Exhibition tent, and not least 
of all Bill Waugh.

Bill Waugh is a Scot by birth who decided to retire 
from his career as a mechanical design engineer at 
the age of 50 and to concentrate his skills on painting 
golfing scenes in oils and watercolours. For the last 
twenty years, he has worked closely with Robert 
Trent Jones Snr and Jaime Ortiz-Patino, as well as 
becoming involved with the USGA, USPGA, the 
Open Championship, and Ryder Cup. 

Walking the Fairways with Golf Artist Bill Waugh 
is a book that captures a selection over 40 of his 
paintings from all parts of the golfing world, 
including Scotland, Wales, England, Ireland, the 
States, Bermuda, Hawaii, Japan, France, and Spain. 
This book will certainly bring the artist to the 
attention of more than the golfing community.

It is, as to be expected with any book published 
by Bob Grant, beautifully designed with the colours 

soon to have a short spell in the House of Commons 
before an early death. More’s association with the 
Club was longer. He was the first driving force 
behind the Club and long-serving Secretary in three 
spells over nearly 40 years. 

Interesting themes run through the narrative: 
the development of the course, seemingly in spite 
of, rather than because of, the input of some famous 
architects; the acquisition of royal patronage within 
a few years of the Club’s inception; the popularity 
of the Club with visitors and members alike from 
the Midlands and North West; the nurturing 
of champions. Harlech has hosted a number of 
tournaments and championships over the years and 
BGCS members get a good mention: the late Michael 
Lunt (a Club member) leading the English team in 
the 1974 Home Internationals; Tudor Davies’ Welsh 
Amateur Championship in 1957; the second of Liz 
Chadwick’s Ladies’ Championships in 1967; and 
Bridget Jackson’s Challenge Bowl win in 1960 (her 
ladies’ course record of 67, dating from 1961 still 
stands). Throughout, the author supplies context 
and understanding through reference to national 
and local events; he also maintains interest through 
a regular sprinkling of anecdote.

I especially liked the elegant and understated 
design of this book, as befitting the author’s 
professional background. With illustrated card 
covers and xiv + 80 pp, containing many black and 
white photographs, this book represents good value 
at £12 inc p&p from The Secretary, Royal St David’s 
GC, Harlech, Gwynedd LL46 2UB. Recommended.

Review by John Pearson

Choule
by
Geert and Sara Nijs

Rarely can a highly researched book have been 
inspired by the finding of a rusty hickory golf club 
in a small brocante in the Netherlands. However 
this is just the beginning to a most informative 
book written by two BGCS and EAGHC members 
Geert and Sara Nijs. Their book of nearly 200 pages 
is a most comprehensive look at the stick and ball 
game Choule. As they say ‘The Non-Royal but most 
Ancient Game of Crosse.’ 

In the opening chapters they give an overview 
on what is Jeu de Crosse, and its various formats 
as to whether it is played cross-country or on a 
smaller scale. It is surprising that this type of game 
appears to have been limited to quite a small area 
in the Northern regions of France and Belgium, 
predominantly in mining areas. Further chapters 
deal in detail with the different playing layouts that 
depend on the size and shape of the land available 
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currently a fourteen year-old prodigy, Carly Booth, 
from Comrie, Scotland is tipped to make it big on 
the women’s circuit. 

There have been numerous examples of kids 
burning out early in the careers, and perhaps the 
best example is back in 2001 when Ty Trion, who 
as a sixteen year-old, won his way, via the Monday 
qualifying round, into PGA Honda Classic where he 
was paired with Tom Lehman. He continually out 
drove Lehman with drives of 320 yards. Later in the 
year, at the Q-School held in December, he became 
the youngest player ever to win a PGA Tour card. 
His first season as a full-blown professional saw 
him struggle and, save for a medical exemption, 
he would have lost his card. At the end of 2003 he 
found himself lying 195th on the list and he was 
bounced off the tour, slipping into oblivion.

Another more famous young graduate of the 
Academy is (or was) Michelle Wie. Whilst it is a little 
too early to write her off, the signs are ominous.

An interesting book, which suggests that Earl 
Woods brought on Tiger correctly - bringing him 
into professionalism only after he had learnt to win 
regularly as an amateur, being three times winner of 
the US Amateur and Walker Cupper.      

The book is published in the USA by Gotham 
Books can be purchased at Amazon for £13.07.

Review by Dick Durran

Fairway to Hell
by
Carl Hiaason

Your reviewer has revelled in the hilarious crime 
novels of Carl Hiaason for many years now. An 
investigative journalist and environmentalist as 
well as novelist, Hiaason’s forte is the exposure 
of the desecration of, and corruption in, his native 
state of Florida and the creation of larger than life, 
yet credible characters in exciting and comic stories. 
Having waxed outraged at the conversion of the 
Everglades and other natural habitats to rebuild 
retirement communities for the ‘snowbirds’, with 
the artificial golf courses required by the senescent 
residents he now ventures back on to the golf course 
after 32 years of abstention. 

Sent to cover a photoshoot for Sports Illustrated’s 
swimwear issue in Barbados he was persuaded to 
resume his golfing activity as a break from viewing 
female flesh: ‘It ultimately set me on the cart path 
to perdition.’

Hiaasen describes his efforts to recover a skill 
he had as a teenager. He takes lessons, invests 
in more and more upmarket equipment and is 
hilariously dismissive of all the technical gadgets 
and gimmicks purported to help a player improve 

from the original paintings faithfully reproduced. 
Not an easy task. The book in a landscape format 
and measures an impressive 17” x 12” approximately 
and the paintings are full or double page spread. 
Each painting has a text written by specially 
selected contributors including our President John 
Beharrell, Peter Alliss, DM Wilson, Donald Steel, 
David Wright, Jaime Ortiz-Patino, Rand Jerris and 
many others. There are vignettes and portraits 
accompanying the majority of the texts. 

Bill Waugh’s skill lies in both his landscape 
scenes and beautifully detailed clubhouse paintings, 
which invoke for me very happy memories of visits 
made in the past to Turnberry, St Andrews, Royal 
Troon, Royal Liverpool and in particular Royal 
North Devon. A beautiful book which is much more 
than one just for the coffee table.

It is published in a limited edition of 275 copies, 
of which 175 are for sale by the publishers, the first 
50 copies being the Artist’s Remarque Edition. It 
is bound in green arbelave buckram cloth with a 
colour dust jacket of the seventh and eleventh hole 
of the Old Course. Each Remarque edition will have 
an original pencil drawing by Bill Waugh. The price 
for this is £115. That for the main edition is £59; both 
will be available from Bob Grant in late November. 
Put your order in now! 

Review by Dick Durran

Driven
by
Kevin Cook 

Kevin Cook is an American writer, who is the author 
of Tommy’s Honour, winner of the USGA’s 2007 
Herbert Warren Wind Book Award. For his second 
book on golf he has chosen to lift the curtain on a 
year at the David Leadbetter Academy. As the sub-
title explains it is about teen phenoms, mad parents, 
swing science and the future of golf. I cannot say in 
truth that this would have been a book that I would 
have bought on impulse but as it was given to me 
by a fellow contributor to this worthy magazine, my 
good friend Peter Georgiady, I felt honour-bound to 
read it and was pleasantly surprised to find that I 
very much enjoyed it.

David Leadbetter has his base at Bradenton, 
Florida where around 100 junior golfers live, totally 
immersed in golf and trained by certified Leadbetter 
instructors, seldom if ever meeting the great man 
himself. Youngsters, some barely able to see over 
the top of their golf bags, cost their parents up to 
$100,000 dollars a year to attend the academy and 
maybe, just maybe, might become the next Tiger 
Woods. They come from all over the world and 
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his game, mainly by lightening his wallet. In a more 
serious moment he expresses disgust at the condo-
lined fairways of some of the courses at which he 
is invited to play. Equally, he praises those courses 
where not a building can be seen. He finds uses 
for swing grooving devices that the manufacturers 
could never have contemplated, being more 
effective in despatching toads and other vermin, 
than golf balls. 

While the diary entries of his on-course 
performance tend to become repetitive the reader 
can guarantee that there is a genuine comic moment 
about to emerge from the excursions to the rough or 
the water hazards. One awaits a TV series A Round 
with Hiaasen. 

One of Hiaasen’s other fans is David Feherty 
and he has provided an appetising, outrageous 
‘forewarning’. This book, published by Bantam 
Press at £14.99 (but on offer at Waterstones) would 
make an ideal stocking filler for the jaded golfer and 
will delight regular Hiaasen readers.

Review by John Moreton

Golf in Northamptonshire
by
Martin Izzard

Martin Izzard is a past President of the 
Northamptonshire Golf Union and this labour of 
love is a fine and full account of golf in the county 
of ‘Squires and Spires’ and a worthy addition to the 
county histories inexorably finding their way on to 
our shelves. The first chapter deals with the history 
of golf in the County and springs a surprise right 
from the start: the first time the game was played 
in Northamptonshire may well have been in 1876 
by the young ladies of Harrowden School, which is 
now the third home of Wellingborough Golf Club. 

The county now has 27 clubs and each is described 
historically and anecdotally in a later chapter, with 
the author’s reminiscences and his choice of the 
best eighteen holes, leavening the facts. He has also 
included the defunct clubs, which will please Alan 
Jackson.

The second chapter deals with the history of golf, 
the relevance being that George, the son of John 
Whyte-Melville, the famed St Andrean, came to 
live in the county in the house at Boughton, which 
is now the Whyte-Melville Public House. A keen 
horseman who was killed in a hunting accident 
in 1979, George Whyte-Melville was a popular 
novelist of the time and made sufficient wealth 
from his writings to form a working man’s club in 
Northampton.

The various golfing bodies in addition to the 
NGU are described and chronologies provided. 

The Marvellous Mania
by
Alistair Cooke

Alistair Cooke left Britain as a young man in 1932 to 
take up fellowships at Harvard and Yale Universities. 
He became the American correspondent for more 
than one English newspaper and from 1946 until his 
death, aged 94, in 2004, contributed a weekly Letter 
from America to the BBC.

He took up golf, almost by accident, at the age 
of 51 and immediately became obsessed with the 
game. Cooke’s enquiring mind ensured that he 
discovered as much about the history, ethos and 
technique of the game as he possibly could. Because 
of his profession he was able to meet nearly all the 
great and good across the pond and these, naturally, 
included golfers. He became a friend of Bobby Jones 
and several pieces in this excellent anthology are 
about the man who became his hero. He dressed up 
in his smartest outfit to meet Arnold Palmer at the 
invitation of Pat Ward-Thomas, who duly mocked 
him for his fastidiousness, and Cooke was mildly 
surprised to find the great golfer was as casually 
dressed as the Guardian’s golf correspondent. 

Cooke also admired the skill and character of 
Jack Nicklaus and the man who set both Nicklaus 
and Palmer up as American heroes and millionaires 
– Mark McCormack. The reader is spared too 
many details of Cooke’s own efforts on the course 
but despite his relatively limited skill he wrote 
analytically and mellifluously about the game. It is 
perhaps a pity he did not pursue golf writing as a 

Izzard is a scientist and has taken a very scientific 
approach to his work. He has also photographed 
many scenes of the courses and players and 
illustrations are well-produced. The final appendix 
of various league matches will only be of interest to 
local readers, but there is much to enjoy if one does 
not cast too critical an eye on some of the spelling as 
the book has not been adequately proof-read. 

One of Izzard’s colleagues, David Croxton, 
provides a chapter that is ‘a personal view of the 
future’, and gives much on which to ruminate. 
This section concludes with a few paragraphs on 
the Northamptonshire Golf Partnership – the first 
to be set up in this country in 2004, the aim being 
to introduce new players , both young and not so 
young, to the game.

Copies cost £20 + £5 p&p from the North-
amptonshore Secretary, John Pearson, 150 Church 
Green Road, Bletchley, Milton Keynes, MK3 
6DD. Tel/fax 01908 648657 and email secretary@
northantsgolfunion.co.uk 

Review by John Moreton



full-time career, but then we would have missed the 
immense range of topics covered in explaining ‘the 
colonials’ to us Brits. 

Only four of the pieces are from Letter from 
America; the rest are from golf magazines published 
mainly in the USA, and speeches. The wit and 
erudition enliven every page of the book, which 
was published last year by Penguin/Allan Lane 
as a hardback, price £20. How we missed spotting 
the publication of this splendid volume when it 
came out remains a mystery, but better late than 
never. The reader can dip into these erudite and 
frequently humorous essays on cold winter nights, 
a good single malt by the side. A ‘must’ for every 
golf library. 

Review by John Moreton

Creating Classics: The Golf Courses of 
Harry Colt
by
Peter Pugh and Henry Lord

It is now seventeen years since Fred Hawtree 
published his seminal and now scarce biography 
Colt and Partners. Much has been unearthed about 
Colt in the meantime so the publication of this new 
book is timely.

Whilst Hawtree’s book can almost be slipped into 
a jacket pocket, this volume is of epic proportions. 
Printed on glossy art paper in landscape format, the 
book weighs in at just under six pounds and is over 
twelve inches wide. 

Writing about Colt represents a considerable 
challenge not just because of the sheer number of 
courses he designed and revised but also in many 
cases due to uncertainty on how work was shared 
with his various partners, MacKenzie, Alison and 
Morrison. The authors focus on 48 of Colt’s most 
famous creations and revisions. These include no 
less than nine ‘Royals’ – Belfast, County Down, 
Dublin, Liverpool, Lytham, Porthcawl, Portrush, 
Wimbledon, and Worlington. Additionally there 
is the magnificent Surrey quartet of St George’s 
Hill, Swinley Forest, Sunningdale and Wentworth. 
There are also a couple of Scottish courses, St 
Andrew’s (Eden) and Muirfield. Although there is 
no explanation of how these courses were selected 
the fame and greatness of most of them makes the 
choice self-selecting. For a book also published in 
Canada, members of Toronto, whose pride in their 
Colt heritage is enormous, and of the Hamilton 
Golf and Country Club, Ontario, a regular venue 
for the Canadian Open, will be surprised not to be 
included. Other notable absentees from the UK are 
Little Aston, Brancepeth Castle and possibly Royal 
St Davids.

The chapters on each course are not set out 
chronologically but grouped in clusters of five to 
seven, based on a geographic or course type theme. 
The authors rely on extensive quotations, usually 
unanalysed, from other writers particularly Darwin 
and of course recent club histories, which give 
some chapters the sense of an anthology. Whilst 
many sources are acknowledged in the text, many, 
particularly those from Darwin, or not. The book 
would generally have benefited from the inclusion 
of a comprehensive bibliography, not to mention an 
index.

The quality of individual chapters under-
standably varies depending on the availability of 
source material. So a chapter on Trevose is rather 
thin but chapters on Muirfield and Royal Lytham 
give a fascinating and detailed account of Colt’s 
modifications to these great courses. The book is 
particularly effective in demonstrating how Colt’s 
creation and amendment of a small number of holes 
such as Formby, Royal County Down, Hoylake and 
Hankley Common helped to raise these courses to 
new levels of greatness.

But the real joy of this book is not its text but its 
well chosen images, many of them taken by  eminent 
golf course photographers Anthony Edgeworth and 
Kevin Murray. Of particular delight are two original 
photos: one of Colt, Alison, and Morrison together 
with other golf architect luminaries and the second 
of Alison and Morrison supervising tree clearance at 
Wentworth. Provided by Oldgolfimages.com these 
photos have been digitally enhanced to provide an 
immediacy and freshness as if they had been taken 
yesterday.

By grouping chapters by type or geography 
the book inevitably sacrifices a sense of narrative 
flow and of chronological development, and this is 
not sufficiently compensated elsewhere. The early 
chapters on Colt’s life contain two separate lists of 
courses, one pre-World War 1 taken verbatim from 
the Hawtree biography and the second covering 
the inter-war years. Confusingly these lists include 
some but not all the courses given chapters in 
the book, and additionally note another 30 or so 
courses. I calculate Colt designed or modified more 
than 120 courses so more than 40 courses are not 
even mentioned. In the context of a book of this size 
this omission is as serious as it is mystifying.

Nevertheless this book will greatly enhance and 
consolidate Colt’s reputation particularly amongst 
a new generation of golf course analysts. Anyone 
with even the slightest interest in the golden age of 
golf course architecture will want to acquire it. With 
432 pages, the book is published by Icon Books, at 
£40.

Review by Brian P Wooley




