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THE PRESIDENT’S DAY and the Annual General 
Meeting at the Royal Liverpool Golf Club always 
draws widespread support from society members 
from home and abroad. It is a day to enjoy to the full 

playing for the Behrend Shields on the famous championship 
links, soaking up the atmosphere of the historic clubhouse 
complete with the magnificent display of medals and memo-
rabilia in the foyer, participating in the AGM, dining well in 
august surroundings under the gaze of so many past captains 
and supporting the auction of golfing memorabilia put forward 
by members and always directed so persuasively by David 
Kirkwood, thus benefiting  a charity of the President’s choice

We are again grateful to Peter Heath for his expert and 
patient  organisation of the golf at Hoylake. Those who took 
the opportunity provided this year to play nine holes in the 
morning prior to lunch enjoyed perfect spring sunshine, which 

was not to be repeated until later in the afternoon. Peter reports 
on the prizewinning results elsewhere in this issue.

Bob Fletcher is well into his stride as Honorary Secretary of 
the Society, and through his thorough preparation he ensured 
that the AGM ran smoothly. David Hamilton, after two years 
worldwide travel to represent the society at many events at 
home and abroad handed over the office of Captain to the 
writer. Thank you David on behalf of all the members for your 
diligent work and wise counsel during your captaincy. It will be 
truly a difficult task to follow such a distinguished and inspira-
tional predecessor. John Still now takes on the post of Society 
Treasurer and Peter Heath that of Auditor.  David Kirkwood 
and John Mullock were re-elected to the Committee. 

Two stalwarts of the Society Dick Durran, and David Moffat 
were elected to Honorary Life Membership with acclamation. 
Both have spent long hours off course carrying out their 
responsibilities, Dick as past Editor of TTG (and our current 
webmaster), and David as newly retired Honorary Treasurer. 
Now free of the major cares of office, we hope that they will 
as a result be able to revert to honing their hickory skills, and 
(perhaps surreptitiously) acquiring more memorabilia. 

Whilst the numbers of players at Hoylake were slightly 
down again this year (a topic to which the committee must give 
attention), it was good to meet members who have joined the 
society recently and made their maiden appearance. Included in 
this category were John and Lesley Bradley from Ganton, Neil 
Millar from Grimsdyke and Richard Williams, the Archivist at 
Royal Blackheath, who was this year’s winner of the President’s 
Medal for the most outstanding article in TTG. Meeting other 
members to play golf (whether with hickory or modern clubs), 
over a post match dinner, or at auctions always adds immeasur-
ably to the solitary pleasures of the absorbing fireside study of 
TTG.

In 2012 the Society will be 25 years old, and the original aims 
adopted by the founding members still hold true for us today. 
I would welcome suggestions for ways to celebrate this special 
anniversary. As with writing a club history an early start in plan-
ning such matters is key to a successful outcome.

Richard Atherton

Captain’s Letter
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Society news
2010 AGM Report

Our AGM took place on the evening of 
President’s Day, the 30th of April, in the 
clubhouse of the Royal Liverpool GC. 
Outgoing Captain, David Hamilton, 
reviewed the continued progress of the 
Society, noting that numbers of mem-
bers lost to the Society are more than 
offset (just) by new recruits in our major 
geographical areas: The UK, Continental 
Europe, North America and Australia. 
He paid tribute to many members of the 
Society who contribute to its wellbe-
ing, notably the Hon Treasurer, David 
Moffat, who was retiring after a number 
of years. 

In his presentation of the accounts, 

David Moffat said that the Society 
remained financially sound with sub-
stantial reserves. However, 2009 costs 
had exceeded revenue and although 
much of this could be attributed to 
non-recurring expenses, he pointed 
out that the Committee may need to 
review subscriptions, which have been 
unchanged since 2002. 

Richard Atherton was then elected 
as our new captain. He paid tribute 
to David Hamilton’s distinguished 
leadership over the previous two years, 
promoting the Society’s interests not 
just in print and electronic media, but 
as a globe-trotting player and speaker. 

John Mullock and David Kirkwood 
were re-elected to the Committee; Bob 
Fletcher, John Still and Peter Heath 
were confirmed respectively as Hon 
Secretary, Treasurer and Auditor. The 
Committee nominated David Moffat as 
an Honorary Member in recognition of 
his great contribution as outgoing Hon 
Treasurer; so too Dick Durran, in rec-
ognition of his editorship of Through the 
Green for a number of years in the 1990s. 
Dick had edited with style and wit, at a 
time when collation, stapling, envelope-
stuffing and distribution required 
significant labour. Both nominations 
were accepted by acclamation.  

Richard Atherton takes over as Captain at the AGM
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gillian Kirkwood Appointed Lgu Chairman
The Ladies Golf Union has recently 
been restructured with the objectives of 
furthering women’s golf, and running 
major championships and international 
matches. The Union announced in 
April, its appointment of Gillian 
Kirkwood as the first Chairman of the 
reconstituted organisation. 

Gillian, a former winner of the 
BGCS President’s Medal, for her Ladies 
on the Links column in TTG, was 
educated at George Watson’s Ladies’ 
College and Edinburgh University, 
at the latter of which she was captain 
of the women’s golf team. She repre-
sented Midlothian both as player and 
administrator, and has twice been 
Captain of Broomieknowe Golf Club 

Ladies section. She was Chairman of 
the Scottish Ladies Golf Association in 
2000 and became an LGU councillor 
in 2006; she is the immediate past-
Chairman of the Union’s International 
Selection Committee. She has extensive 
experience as an international referee. 
Not totally distracted by this formidable 
list of responsibilities, she still plays to a 
respectable 10 handicap, and manages a 
number of websites concerned with golf: 

Gillian’s interests in golfing history 
are reflected in her own collection of 
books, magazines, clubs and artwork 
relating to women’s golf. She is also 
Chairman of the Trustees for the 
Women Golfer’s Museum, whose collec-
tions are held in St Andrews. Gillian Kirkwood

The Welsh Weekend

The first hickory event of 2010 was our 
annual match against Machynlleth 
GC on Friday, the 19th of March. The 
members there had had new ceilings 
fitted (owing to burst pipes during the 
winter), new carpets had arrived the day 
before and we were given the warmest 
of welcomes. The course was in great 
condition, especially the greens, having 
been protected by snow for an unusually 
long time, and the sun shone for nine 
holes. Rain caught the later players, but 
a most enjoyable day was had by all, 
the BGCS team including Jonas Fack 
from Sweden and Mike Beckerich from 
the USA. However, local knowledge 
prevailed narrowly, and a convivial 
supper rounded off the evening.

Saturday dawned wet and drizzly, 
but by mid-day the skies had cleared 
just in time for the start of our match 
against Aberdovey. A bitingly cold 
breeze added to the challenge and the 
Club managed a four-hole-up victory 
over eleven foursomes matches. Six 
Aberdovey members tried out hickory 
clubs and were delighted to play beyond 
their expectations. After a cheerful 

dinner BGCS President, Philip Truett, 
gave an amusing account of the results 
and also presented the Club with three 
old Aberdovey score cards, very few 
of which still exist, dating from the 
1930s, ‘60s and ‘80s. David Hamilton 
graciously presented the Darwin Trophy 
to John Barker, Captain of Aberdovey, 
and both spoke warmly of the continu-
ing relationship between the Society 
and the Club. Gwyn James rounded off 
the evening in traditional manner, with 
three Welsh songs.

The sun shone on Sunday for the 
Welsh Hickory Championship: there 
was plenty of run on the fairways, some 
wind, quite fast greens and very punish-
ing bunkers. 79 gross was an extremely 
good score from Nigel Notley to win the 
Scratch Medal, with Ian Hislop close 
behind on 80. Philip Truett followed 
his Scottish triumph with his first ever 
Welsh Championship win, scoring 37 
points, four ahead of his nearest rival. 
He received the Peter Burles trophy,  
from Peter’s widow, Peggy, who com-
petes regularly in this championship.

Liz MacDonald

Society events

A number of subs remain 
unpaid, causing great 

diffculty for John Still, the 
Hon Treasurer. In many 
cases, a quick email is all 

that is needed to rectify the 
oversight, but often, this 

is not possible because the 
email address has lapsed. 

Could members first of 
all check they have paid 
their 2010 subscription, 

and make the appropriate 
remittance to John if 
necessary. (£32 UK, 

€50 Europe, 
$US70 overseas) 

Second, could they please 
check that the email 

address given in the Society 
directory is up-to-date and 
notify Hamish Ewan of any 
changes that are necessary. 

Member Subscriptions
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On a bright but cold May morning 
some eighteen members set out to try 
and tame Edzell golf course– alas many 
failed miserably although one or two 
managing to extract a reasonable score

We were delighted to be joined 
by three Swedish members in Owe 
Werner, Patric Andersson and Stefan 
Ackerwall, who along with Ron and 
Bev Archer made up an international 
force to be reckoned with. First timers 
Arthur Morris and Robin Morris along 
with Bill Mitchell were very welcome 
along with the usual motley crew which 
graces our meetings. John Pearson 
and Chris Homer had travelled from 

the deep south before the SNP shut the 
Borders to keep the English out – I trust 
that they managed to sneak back; Chris 
came, of course, to defend the Harry 
Bowden Quaich which he won last year.

The day stayed mainly dry with only 
two hail showers – no snow despite 
what some thought – so we all got 
round more or less dry. The Must Try 
Harder Next Time  trophy was won 
by the donor, Harry Bowden, who 
has little hope of passing it on, unless 
he improves greatly. Nearest the pin 
prizes went to Patric Andersson and 
Ron Archer but that was almost as 
far as the international challenge went 

although Patric finished in fourth spot 
with 29 points and declared himself 
International Champion. Chris Homer 
made a valiant attempt at trying to 
retain the trophy with 30 points; John 
Still had an excellent 32 pts; but win-
ner on the day with 34 pts was Willie 
Tanner – well done.

The others made up of myself, Ron 
Beatt, Bob Strachan, Ian Hislop and 
Scott Patrick will just have to content 
ourselves with the fact that it was ‘a 
tolerable day, a tolerable green and more 
than tolerable company’ and try to play 
better next year.

HamisH Ewan

North Scotland Meeting at Edzell

President’s day at Hoylake

It is hard to imagine two more popular 
winners of the John Behrend Shields 
than Liz MacDonald and Ros Weston, 
all the more creditable for the fact that, 
due to late withdrawals, they were only 
paired together at the eleventh hour. 
Their score of 35 points was built on 
an outward nine of 6 over par gross, 
which with handicaps of 11 and 16 was 
no mean feat. Worthy runners up were 
Bill Anderson and Graham Rowley 
on 34 points. Winners of the Hickory 
Dish with an admirable 32 points were 
Clive Mitchell (one of the donors of the 
silverware) and Richard Atherton, the 
Society’s new Captain.

Entries for both the golf and the 
dinner were down by 15% year on year; 
perhaps an indication of the severity of 
the recession. This decline was, in no 
way, a reflection on Royal Liverpool 
Golf Club, which, as always, provided 
us with a day to remember with much 
pleasure. The office administration for 
the day and the catering was, as ever, 
most efficient and the welcome most 
warm in every respect. The Club is to be 
congratulated on the return of the Open 
Championship to these links as soon as 
2014.

We were delighted that the Club 
Captain, Arthur Noble, and his wife, 
Susan, together with David Cromie, 
the Club Secretary could be present for 
the dinner, expertly hosted by Philip 
Truett, our President. Archie Baird 
began the proceedings with a much 
appreciated grace, the wording of which 
was mostly his own and delivered in a 
way that is such a great hallmark of the 
Society’s senior Honorary Life Member.

The winner of the President’s Medal, 
awarded annually for what is judged 
to be the most praiseworthy article to 
have appeared in Through The Green 
during the previous twelve months, was 
presented to Richard Williams, Curator 
of Royal Blackheath’s Museum, for his 
article on Chinese Porcelain, Bowls from 
O’er the Boundless Sea, in the March 
2010 issue. Richard had not heard of the 
award until the previous evening, when 
he returned from holiday, but made 
special efforts to attend literally (excuse 
pun) at the last moment.

The Day’s formalities concluded with 
David Kirkwood’s now familiar auction 
of golfing memorabilia, notable not least 
for its (two way) knockabout humour. 
On a more serious note, a record sum 

of £589 – by way of a 5% commission 
charged on each lot’s proceeds and a 
5% buyers’ premium – was donated to 
Camp and Trek, a charity nominated 
by the President, which gives disadvan-
taged children the chance to experience 
outdoor activities by way of  holidays.

BGCS looks forward to a return to 
Hoylake for the 2011 President’s Day.

Peter Heath

Philip Truett presents the President’s 
Prize to Richard Williams
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Forthcoming events
Friday 25th June. Midlands Spring 
Meeting at Whittington Heath GC, 
This fixture has been postponed from 
2009.  As with all Midlands meetings, 
play is open to traditional as well as 
modern clubs. Application form is 
included with this magazine. Keith 
Bilbie organises.

Friday, 25th June. Biennial Hickory    
Match v Inverallochy GC.
This fine course at the fishing village of 
Inverallochy, Aberdeenshire, is laid out 
over a tricky mix of cliff-top and sand 
dunes. Hospitality is warm and homely. 
Ring Hamish Ewan on 01463 231145 if 
you would like to play.

Friday the 2nd of July. Match v Alister 
MacKenzie Society at Cavendish GC  
This third of our annual fixtures against 
the MacKenzie Society is to played over 
one of the good doctor’s early gems in 
Buxton, which will test both modern 
and traditional equipment that is used 
in the match. Dinner afterwards in the 
Clubhouse. Contact Richard Atherton 
on 01298 25937 (tel) or ratherton4@
aol.com  (email) if you would like to play.

Saturday the 26th of June. Centenary 
celebrations at Duff House Royal GC in 
Banffshire.    
Celebrations will include an open 
hickory competition, for which the Club 
has reserved a number of spaces for 
BGCS members. All those wishing to 
participate should ring Hamish Ewan, 
the BGCS facilitator, on 01463 231145.

Wednesday, 14th of July. Open Meeting 
at Scotscraig Golf Club, Fife.
Close to, but not adjoining the Firth of 
Tay, the Scotscraig course is of mature 
links character, with a sandy base, whins 
and pine. It is a qualifying course for 

the Open. Play with modern or hickory 
clubs will be for the Ray Gossage 
Memorial Trophy. Dinner afterwards 
in the Clubhouse. The application form 
was included with the March issue. 
Ring Ron Beatt if you would like to 
play. 01382 543262. Members may 
wish to note that the viewing and Sale 
for Mullocks auction  at St Leonard’s 
School, St Andrews, the previous two 
days, will have an associated trade fair. 

Match against the Senior Golfers’ 
Society on Tuesday, the 3rd of August at 
Edgbaston GC. 
Format of the day will be nine holes in 
the morning with lunch at 12.30, and 
eighteen holes in the afternoon starting 
at 2.00 pm. Hickory and foursomes 
throughout. An application form is 
included with this issue and should be 
returned to Peter Heath, the organiser.

Thursday, 19th of August. Midlands 
Summer Meeting at Stratford-on-Avon 
GC, Warwickshire. 
 We have been invited to play at a 
reduced green fee alongside a number 
of Stratford-on-Avon members who 
have expressed an interest in playing 
with hickory clubs. Society members 
will play with either moderns or 
hickories for the Walter Mechilli 
Trophy. Entry forms are included with 
this issue and should be returned to the 
organiser, Keith Bilbie. 

Friday the 3rd of September. Annual 
England v Scotland hickory match at 
Silloth-on-Solway GC, Cumbria. 
Silloth is one of the great linksland 
courses that regularly features in 
Golf World’s top 50 for the UK. The 
organisers are John Pearson for the 
Sassenachs (01904 628711) and Ron 
Beatt for the Scots (01382 543262) for 
contact if you wish to play.

Sunday the 5th of September. Centenary 
hickory match v Bishop Stortford GC. 
This parkland course in Hertfordshire 
was laid out by James Braid in 1910. It 
is home county of Nigel Notley, who is 

Sunday the 4th of July. Centenary 
Hickory Match v Cirencester GC. 
This fixture marks the 100th 
anniversary of the opening of the Club’s 
present course. Ring Alan Jackson on 
01452 612849 if you would like to play.

acting as match organiser. Ring him on 
01462 742556 if you would like to play. 

Tuesday, 5th of October. North Scotland 
Autumn Meeting at Boat of Garten. 
This famous old course was laid out by 
Tom Morris in the 1890s and has the 
repuation of being one of the prettiest 
in the British Isles. As is usual, Hamish 
Ewan has driven a hard bargain for an 
all-inclusive day that will be marked by 
the usual North Scotland conviviality. 
Steel and hickory. Entry form with 
this magazine should be returned to 
Hamish. 

Thursday, 7th October. Hickory match 
against Rye members. Rye GC, Jubilee 
course. The now-traditional curtain-
opener for the English Hickory 
Championship takes place over the 
Jubilee course at Rye, to be followed by 
congenial supper. Return the enclosed 
application form to Tim Smartt if you 
want to be there.

Friday, 8th October at Rye GC. The 
English Hickory Championship. 
We can expect wonderful, natural, 
linksland golf, a traditional club and 
historical clubhouse, a warm welcome 
from old friends and a memorable 
dinner. This is one of the highlights 
of our year. Application forms can 
be found in this issue and should be 
returned to Tim Smartt, the organiser.

Wednesday, 27th of October. Hickory 
match v Reigate Heath. 
This match has established itself as the 
popular front-end of a double-header 
over the Surrey heathlands. Handy for 
the M25. Ring John Hawkins on 01293 
550381 to get your name down.

Thursday, 28th of October. Hickory 
match v Clapham Common GC at 
Mitcham, Surrey. 
John Hawkins is also organising this 
match over the Mitcham Common 
course against old friends from the 
venerable Clapham Common Club. 
Ring him on 01293 550381.
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IT WAS CHARACTERISTIC of W.G. that he must always be 
doing something, preferably out of doors, and in the nature 
of a game or a sport. Cricket came first but there were many 
other things to be enjoyed.’ 2 So begins a chapter of Bernard 

Darwin’s fascinating biography of the Victorian icon, first pub-
lished in 1934. WG Grace’s other sporting interests were golf, not 
to mention athletics in his younger days, bowls, curling, riding 
and running with the Clifton and Worcester Park Beagles. As 
for his athletics, those who knew him only in middle age, when 
he lumbered down the cricket pitch, found it hard to imagine 
the lean and lanky appearance of his youth. In those days he was 
a really fine athlete and long jumper. Entering a strangers’ race 
at the Clifton College Sports and winning it, he was inspired to 
continue, and, from 1866 to 1870, he ran in a number of meet-
ings not only in and around Bristol but at the London Athletic 
Club, the Crystal Palace, the Oval, Blackheath and elsewhere. 
According to Darwin he won plenty of prizes. In particular, 
he was the victor in a quarter-mile hurdle race of the National 
Olympian Sporting Association. Famously, this was the race at 
the Crystal Palace in 1866 for which the eighteen-year old was 
allowed time off after making 224 for England against Surrey at 
the Oval! 3 Hurdling and sprinting were also his strong points, 
and, of course, if a prize was given for throwing the cricket ball, 
it was almost his for the asking. His record was 122 yards. And 
as a youngster he fielded brilliantly at cover-point; his throw-in 
a formidable sight. Years later Darwin confessed ‘W.G. always 
remained to me a god, though a very human one!’  4

According to Simon Rae, another of his biographers, Grace 
never missed an opportunity to fish, and received many invita-
tions to shoot. 5 W.G. rarely did things by halves and played 
an integral role in the founding of an international bowling 
competition with Scotland, Ireland and Wales. He captained 
England in the first match played at Crystal Palace in 1903, and 
continued to do so until 1908. Darwin speaks of a memorable 
day when Grace was 60 years old. He travelled one morning to 
Maidenhead from his home at Mottingham in South London. 
He arrived before ten o’clock, to play in a golf match between 
cricketers and golfers. It rained hard all morning, and he played 
one round; it rained all afternoon, and he played another; it 
cleared up after tea, and he played a further nine holes. Then, 
taking the train to London, he went curling all the evening at 

 Golf and the Best-Known Figure in England 1

by 
Dudley Woods

Prince’s Club, and caught the last train home after midnight! 

Well, I’ve played two less than you!
Apparently he began to play golf in his 50s when older and 
bulkier and, according to Darwin, continued to do so with 
increasing fervour until the First World War. Nevertheless, it 
was astonishing that he was still opening the batting for England 
at 50. Darwin confessed to a slight acquaintance with him when 
Grace was already 60: ‘a vast monument of a man, with a mighty 
beard.’ 6 Simon Rae said golf was a late passion that involved 
threats to his dignity. He went on to say ‘he made his first fero-
cious assaults on the new discipline while still playing cricket. 
Every year on the Sunday of the Hastings Festival he could be 
found removing huge divots on the fascinating course of Rye.’ 7 
Evidently that explosive hitter, Gilbert Jessop, was a witness to 
at least one game with one of Grace’s early golfing accomplices, 
Billy Murdoch, the Australian cricket captain. Jessop –The 
Croucher – refers in particular to 

an epic of incompetence spiced with all their usual rivalry 
in which the two slashed and hacked their way round from 
bunker to rough, cheating whenever they thought they were 
unobserved. The match was reaching its climax after ‘some 
surprising golf ’, and Grace led off with a low screamer which 
caught the top of a notorious bunker. Murdoch was delighted 
but made an equally maladroit drive, and had taken seven 
shots to gain the green in front of the clubhouse before Grace 
started the steep ascent to his ball. It looked a cinch for the 
Old Man as he slowly and strenuously climbed the face of 
the bunker, and probably would have been if the weight of 
his oncoming tread not caused his ball to roll down towards 
him. Grace took an almighty swipe at it, missed, and fell back 
down the slope. The match was halved, Murdoch winning the 
last hole in twelve to Grace’s thirteen! 8

Gales of laughter at Rye 
According to Rae, after his eventual retirement from cricket, 
Grace applied himself more seriously to golf, and got his 
handicap down to eight.9 To play with WG was an exhilarating 
experience not to be forgotten. Fortunately for us, Bernard 
Darwin could speak from first hand knowledge and he wrote ‘I 
had the great delight of playing in several foursomes with and 
against him at Walton Heath.’  In fact, we are mainly indebted 
to Darwin for word of the great man’s prowess, and he went on 

Golf & Dr WG Grace
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to say ‘he played golf with a mixture of keen seriousness and 
cheerful noisiness which was peculiar to him!’ It seems that it 
was never, as WG played it, a silent game. There would come 
from him, periodically, gales of laughter and yet all the time he 
was trying as hard as he could. And with his explosive talent 
whether it was cricket, golf or anything else, Grace played to 
win. With his cheeks bronzed and his beard dark and bushy, 
his friend Darwin wrote: ‘On the course there could never be 
any doubt as to his presence, so cheerful and emphatic was his 
greeting of any passing friend, divided from him by the extent 
of a fairway or two.’ 10 If he was in congenial company he would 
relax and Darwin tells of an amusing conversation during the 
early stages of the first hole at Rye in a game with Billy Murdoch, 
after both had been in some trouble in a ditch:  

WLM. ‘I’ve played five’ (moderately true).
WG   ‘Well I’ve played two less than you!’

On another memorable occasion they were in a deep bunker. 
Out of sight of their foursomes opponents, Murdoch picked 
up their ball and along with some sand, threw it onto the 
green. Billy set off innocently and although no one saw the 
incident, WG, who carried his practical joking into the realms 
of golf, of course had his suspicions. After staring hard at his 
foursomes’ partner, he laughed heartedly! Grace also played 
regularly with Prince Albert of Schleswig-Holstein, a grandson 
of Queen Victoria. According to Simon Rae the Prince ‘would 
travel overnight from mainland Europe, arriving in time for a 
round before lunch.’ 11 On one occasion they went on from the 
golf course to the skating rink at Prince’s where Grace gave a 
demonstration of curling.

Grace’s cleaver 
Over the years WG was a regular visitor to Walton Heath and 
in his book, Advanced Golf, the Club’s illustrious professional 
James Braid wrote: 

I have watched the strokes being made by many prominent 
cricketers, including Dr. W.G. Grace who plays a fair amount 
of golf now, and from what I have seen I am convinced that 
the length he gets is the result of muscular force pure and 
simple, together with very pronounced and strong wrist 
action, which amounts to much the same thing. … ‘the 
amount of wrist-work that Dr. Grace gets into his tee shots is 
quite remarkable’ [and] ‘the Doctor’s driving, absolutely fast-
footed, was uncommonly straight. 

Despite the massive and almost ponderous figure of later 
years, you had only to look at Grace’s brown, hairy and mas-
sive forearms to see the power he put into his swing. Like his 
batting, it had grandeur rather than elegance. And like that PG 
Wodehouse character, he never spared himself in his effort to 
do the ball a violent injury. However, when he had a driver in his 
hand, here was a ball-hitting genius who had come to golf a little 
too late. And sadly ‘the iron clubs proved too much even for 
his genius; his favourite iron club which he called his “cleaver” 
was not to be relied on.’ 12 And when it came to the mashie, 
according to his friend Bernard Darwin ‘he was crude in the 

extreme and never could make much of it despite all his efforts. 
Why this should be I do not know, unless it be that the wrist 
shot with a mashie is a less natural shot than the full drive in 
that it involves more hitting down on the ball.’  13 On a course 
cut entirely out of heather, like Walton Heath, this must have 
been a distinct problem.

In boots made for muddy lanes! 
Darwin said ‘to think of W.G. is to think of Gloucestershire 
and of the village cricket that in my years as a war-refugee I 
watched in the Cotswolds.’ 14 A country doctor and a man of 
the countryside, there is a memorable description of Grace in 
one of Darwin’s books: 

dark trousers, a little baggy at the knee, and boots made 
for muddy lanes!’ … ‘to know him ever so slightly was 
to understand and to fall under the spell. When my eldest 
daughter was two years old W.G. kissed his hand to her in the 
prettiest way, as she gazed at him through the window. I have 
always impressed on her that if she lives to a hundred she can 
never have paid her a pleasanter honour.’ 15 

Grace did it with such a gracious air that years later Darwin 
could never pass the house without recalling it. It seems that the 
great man was very fond of children and they were fascinated by 
him. Amusingly, many years later his grand-daughter recalled 
sitting on his lap as a small child, plaiting his beard! People often 
spoke of his good nature and someone who knew him well said 

JH Taylor and WG Grace in 1909 - two sporting icons who 
could be referred to solely by their initials
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he was kindness itself to young cricketers, ‘except that he tried 
to chisel them out lbw!’ 16

The golf writer told another story about a visit to Walton 
Heath, probably in 1908. Lord George Riddell the publishing 
magnate and chairman of the News of the World – although he 
had not yet become Lord – collected Darwin from his Chelsea 
home in his big open car and whisked him off to Walton to play 
a foursome with Grace and Braid. No doubt WG was wearing 
the ‘boots made for muddy lanes!’ Bernard said of Grace: ‘to 
travel with him in a car gave the sensation of a royal progress, 
since that vast beard seemed to be recognized by the passers-by 
even at the most fleeting glance.’ 17 We are not told the outcome 
of the game but it was almost certainly a noisy round. Knowing 
already that Grace was an exuberant player, we learn that 
Riddell ‘was a remarkable golfer in that he was inclined to talk 
continuously on all sorts of subjects during the round and yet 
kept his mind on the match which he very properly liked to 
win!’ 18 Whereas James Braid was the most silent of men and in 
the circumstances one suspects that he and Darwin said very 
little. Riddell remembered Grace as 

One of the most enthusiastic golfers I have ever met – never 
tired and never bored. No weather deterred him. I have 
played with him in rain, snow, hail and thunderstorms. When 
he started for a day’s golf, nothing kept him in the clubhouse. 
In the early days of motoring we made a trip to Huntercombe. 
On the road we had a breakdown which detained us for 
several hours. W.G. wasted no time. He spent all morning in 
an adjoining field, practising approach shots!’ 19

He certainly practised cricket and golf with almost fanatical 
concentration.

A giant among giants
Playing golf with Grace - that giant among giants – was one 
thing, but sadly there is no record of Darwin meeting him on 
the cricket field. Nevertheless, in his Cambridge days Bernard 
spoke of playing for Trinity against Pembroke College and had a 
blue, ‘no less a blue than W.G. Grace junior, caught at the wicket 
off a long hop!’ 20 Yet such was the author’s honesty, Darwin was 
quick to confess ‘I was only put on in the last resort!’ 21 Grace 
senior was always a schoolboy at heart, even in old age and could 
become voluble in his pursuit of victory. According to Bernard 
‘no one ever extracted a greater poignancy of enjoyment from 
the holing of a long putt.’ 22 He certainly loved his golf and on 
one occasion a very long and curly one holed for a half on the 
Eighteenth at Walton Heath caused WG to lie down and roll 
on the ground in ecstasy! Darwin said that WG remained all 
his life the same big boy of his early years. 23 Playing cricket or 
golf, he certainly had unquenchable energy. Simon Rae says ‘It 
is a mistake to think of the period after 1900 as Grace’s declin-
ing years. He probably packed more physical exercise into the 
last fifteen years of his life than most people get into an entire 
lifetime.’ 24 The sports photographer George Beldam thought it 
would have been too much for many a younger man. 

His cricketing and golfing friend Billy Murdoch had the 

final say: ‘when he dies his body ought to be embalmed and 
permanently exhibited in the British Museum!’ Even in retire-
ment it was said that he had only to drive along a village street in 
a motor car for windows to be opened and fingers to be pointed. 
No one could challenge his place in the English consciousness 
but his end was somewhat prosaic. In October 1915 Grace suf-
fered a stroke while working in his garden at Mottingham, near 
Bexley where he had a clock-golf course and, between rounds 
of golf, he grew the choicest asparagus! It is said that his coffin 
weighed over twenty stone and required eight pallbearers; and 
Darwin said ‘the place left vacant by that boyish, kind-hearted, 
argumentative man has never been filled.’ 25  
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Correction
Ian Hislop
The Editor failed to thank properly, Ian Hislop, for his help 
in providing information on the Printers’ Golf Club, later 
to become Torphin Hill GC, in his article on Robert Clark 
(December TTG). Then he compounded the error by forgetting 
to apologise in the March issue. Sorry Ian. 

Golf & Dr WG Grace
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THE FIRST OPEN in which all contestants played 
with the new Haskell rubber core ball was held at St 
Andrews in 1905. The new ball was a great worry to 
the Royal & Ancient. It could be driven distances once 

thought impossible. Bunkers that had been placed ‘scientifically’ 
to catch foozles hit with the older gutta percha balls were now 
easily carried and irrelevant. Herbert Fowler, discussing the 
impact of the ball in 1902 observed, with tongue planted in 
cheek, that ‘bunkers and hazards … have apparently shifted 
their positions, and many old terrors have departed’. Some of the 
best courses of the era were no longer tests for stronger golfers. 
With those concerns in mind, in late 1904 the Royal & Ancient 
formed a special committee to look into ways to strengthen the 
Old Course for the upcoming Open.

Rumors began to circulate almost immediately about the 
changes. There was talk that a continuous chain of bunkers 
might be built along the right side of the outward nine; that a 
ditch was to be cut through the middle of the course to separate 
the nines; and that the holes at the turn might be lengthened 
and rebuilt.1 Nothing so radical was carried out, but the changes 
actually made were nonetheless ‘comprehensive and unparal-
leled’.2 The course was lengthened by 200 yards, most of the 
new length added to holes on the outward nine. Some tees were 
repositioned to bring fairway bunkers into play. The rear portion 
of the eleventh green, the Eden, was flattened and expanded, 
making it more forgiving of shots hit past the pin. The area 
between the Road Hole green and the road was ‘sloped’ to make 
it less severe. The biggest change, however, was the addition 
of thirteen new bunkers on the right side of the second, third, 
fourth, sixth and seventh fairways and to the rear of the third 
green. The new bunkers and extended tees are shown (right) on 
a plan that appeared in the 1907 Nisbet’s Golf Year Book. 

The thirteen new bunkers proved to be the most contro-
versial of the changes. Prominent among their critics were 
professional players who thought the bunkers ‘far too numer-
ous’, ‘badly placed’ and ‘unfair’. Willie Anderson, the winner 
of two of the previous three US Opens, was among those who 
were displeased:

In my opinion they have ruined St Andrews. The addition of 
twenty-seven (sic) new traps has made it so now that from 
the tee it is only possible to ‘shoot’ on the line on two of 

John Low and Modern Golf Architecture

Part II of a re-evaluation
by

Robert Crosby

the eighteen holes…. The traps are all over and it is next to 
impossible for a player to keep out of trouble, a drive a few 
yards off the intended line being penalized a deal worse than 
a bad pull or slice.3

Alex Smith, originally from nearby Carnoustie, but then living 
in America had a similar reaction:

Bunkers have been added in bunches [at St Andrews] recently, 
all in the line of the cups. This makes many trick holes and 
renders it nearly impossible to get to the holes, which seem to 
be in impossible places, on the second shot.4 

The unhappiness over the new bunkers was captured by three 
cartoons that appeared in Golf Illustrated soon after the 1905 
Open (shown right). In the first cartoon two rows of pot 
bunkers extend into the distance while some of the era’s most 
famous professionals struggle in vain to extricate themselves. 
Contemporary readers would have spotted JH Taylor, Harry 
Vardon, Sandy Herd, James Braid and others flaying away in 
the new ‘spittoons’. 

In a second cartoon an easily recognizable Taylor is shown 
trying to negotiate a maze of deep bunkers. Taylor’s playing 
companion would have been less recognizable. He is smiling 
and seems quite pleased by Taylor’s predicament. A golf bag 
bearing the initials ‘J. L. L.’ gives the first clue about his identity. 
More hints are provided by the text in the upper right corner of 
the cartoon, which reads: ‘Thinking Golf (As Recommended by 
a Notable Amateur) Pitch and Run’.

A final cartoon pulls no punches. John L Low is quoted in 
the caption: ‘Thinking golf is what the golfer wants, the fairness 
of the plane (sic) [playing?] field is hardly attractive.’ While his 
caddy sits on a golf bag that again bears the initials ‘J. L. L.’, Low 
is depicted measuring his next shot across a sea of bunkers as 
another caddy points to a narrow spit of turf.

Garden Smith, Editor of Golf Illustrated, also saw Low’s hand 
in the 1905 Old Course changes. Looking back at the controversy 
in ‘The Hazards of St Andrews’, Smith wrote:

The doctrine of what may be called ‘the narrow way and the 
open, but straight gate,’ for which Mr. John Low is mainly 
responsible, has received the widest acceptance, and may 
now be held to have superseded the old doctrine of the 
obstacle hazard which the crooked and straight alike had to 
surmount before winning the green. The obstacle hazard is 
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now reserved for those who fail to keep the straight or crooked, 
but always narrow, path mapped out by the authorities as correct 
line to the hole. ...  But it is possible to think that at St. Andrews the 
new theories have not yet been rigidly applied or carried to their 
logical conclusion.5

Smith thought that the application of Low’s ‘new theories’ at St 
Andrews had gone badly awry.6 In the event, Smith’s criticisms of 
the new bunkers were pointed:

We submit that unless all shots struck off the true line to the hole 
are punished proportionately to their askewness, a course laid out 
on the new theory fails of perfection according to the number of 
chances it affords the crooked [shot] to go unscathed. And it must 
be admitted that St Andrews affords too many such chances, as 
the play in the recent championship frequently demonstrated. The 
leading hazards, that is those that are supposed to limit the narrow 
and true line to the hole, are small in size and very retentive. It 
therefore repeatedly happens that a shot which is all but perfect 
is trapped, with the certain loss of at least one stroke, while the 
opponent, who has gone ten yards wider, goes scot free, and 
even if he can’t reach the green, he is close to it in two, while the 
bunkered player has to play the odd or more from practically the 
same distance. The hazards which delimit the course should be 
continuous if the system is to be logical, so that all crooked shots 
should be equally punished, and the more crooked ones would, 
in addition, lose the distance by which they have erred from the 
straight line.

Not all commentary was negative. Henry Leach approved of the new 
bunkers, and he too saw Low’s influence:

Of late years people have been railing against the bunkers on 
the [Old Course], and the increase thereof; but after all it is to 
be remembered that the placing of the majority of these bunkers 
has been the result of the aggregate of thought of some of the 
best golfers in the world for a period of years, and they must be 
considered in the spirit that Mr. John Low suggests, that no bunker 
can really be unfair.7

Low’s map from the 1907 edition of Nisbet. In addition to those marked, the three bunkers behind the third tee were also new  
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A new theory of golf architecture
That so many people believed Low should be held to account 
for the changes at St Andrews would seem odd at first. While 
Low had been advocating the addition of new ‘side bunkers’ to 
the course for several years,8 he was not a member of the R&A 
Green Committee at the relevant times. Nor did he serve on 
the special committee that had recommended course changes 
during the run-up to the Open that year. Low was chairman 
of the powerful R&A Rules Committee, but course alterations 
were not under its jurisdiction. Certainly Low knew many of the 
men officially charged with making the changes, but there is no 
record of any special pleading by Low. Yet virtually everyone on 
the scene seemed to believe that the changes to the Old Course 
should be laid at Low’s feet.

If he had no official role in the alterations, to be nonethe-
less the lightning rod for so much criticism (and some praise) 
suggests the reach of Low’s architectural ideas at the time. That 
reach stemmed partly from his prominence within British 
golfing circles and partly from his reputation as a fine amateur 
player. But it stemmed mostly from Low’s writings on golf and 
golf architecture. During the first decade of the 1900s Low wrote 
prolifically. His essays appeared regularly in The Athletic News, 
Golf Illustrated and other periodicals, including The Pall Mall 
Gazette, a literary and political journal that counted George 
Bernard Shaw, Robert Louis Stevenson, Anthony Trollope and 
Oscar Wilde among its contributors. It was a mark of golf ’s 
arrival and of Low’s own stature in the game that he was asked 
to write for the Gazette. Low’s 1903 book Concerning Golf and 
its remarkable chapter on golf architecture were based on pieces 
that had first appeared in these periodicals.9 From 1905 to 1912 
Low also edited Nisbet’s Golf Year Book, an annual survey of 
golf courses in Britain. Low enlisted Horace Hutchinson, Harry 
Colt, ACM Croome, CH Alison and others to write course 
commentaries. Low also conducted plebiscites in Nisbet’s on 
favourite British courses, with the Old Course topping the ballot 
by wide margins each year. 

Low used his many bully pulpits to urge, among other 
things, a rethinking of the fundamentals of golf architecture. 
The then dominant approach to golf design, an approach called 
in the first part of this essay the ‘Normal View’,10  placed great 
emphasis on ‘equity’ in golf design, understood to mean that the 
severity of a hazard should always correspond with the degree of 
error in the missed shot it is intended to punish; hazards should 
inflict their pain proportionally. Low’s had very different views 
about the function of hazards, but his objections to the Normal 
View were not just academic ones. At issue was the practical 
matter of designing and building the hundreds of new inland 
courses needed to meet the game’s exploding popularity. If, as 
Low urged, these new courses should reject the hoary Normal 
View, what were the new principles that Low favored and, as 
importantly, how were these new ideas to be applied on the 
ground? The first answers to those questions came in 1901 with 
the changes Low and Stuart Paton made at Woking Golf Club, 
changes that Bernard Darwin, Alister MacKenzie and others 

saw as revolutionary. Tom Simpson noted about the events at 
Woking: ‘Thanks to [Low’s and Paton’s] guidance, Woking has 
exerted a considerable and beneficial influence on golf archi-
tecture, and has done much to educate public opinion upon the 
fundamental principles underlying golf-course design.’

Low’s ‘considerable and beneficial influence’ extended not 
just to the changes made to the Old Course in 1905, but also 
to a group of men who would set golf architecture in a new 
direction. Harry Colt, Herbert Fowler, Tom Simpson, ACM 
Croome, Alister MacKenzie, CK Hutchison, CH Alison and 
JF Abercromby represented a different breed of golf course 
designer.11 Unlike the professional players that had theretofore 
dominated the discipline, these men had taken up golf as an 
avocation and played as amateurs their entire lives; they came 
from middle class (or in some cases aristocratic) backgrounds; 
they attended university or military colleges or apprenticed with 
financial firms in the City. For reasons of both class and educa-
tion, their approach to golf architecture reflected a very different 
relationship with the game. They went on to end the hegemony 
over the business of golf design once enjoyed by professional 
players. By 1906 Garden Smith was able to write that Low’s ‘new 
theories’ had won the day, ‘superseding’ older approaches to golf 
architecture. The courses designed by Low’s friends and cohorts 
remain among the best in the world. Indeed, they ushered in 
what we call today golf architecture’s Golden Age.12

A wide range of contributions to the game
John Laing Low was born in Perthshire in 1869 to a family 
that had made its fortune in the jute business. He learned the 
game as a boy playing with his uncles at nearby Carnoustie 
and the Old Course. Low attended Clare College, Cambridge, 
inheriting the golf team captaincy from his friend Harry Colt. 
Low frequently noted that while at Cambridge he never lost a 
match to an Oxonian. He went on to a distinguished, if short, 
tournament career, finishing second in the 1901 British Amateur 
and losing twice in the semi-finals in 1897 and 1898 to Harold 
Hilton in heart-breaking matches that went to extra holes. He 
won the Jubilee Vase, the Calcutta Cup and the George Glennie 
Medal. It was during these years that Low became friends with 
Freddie Tait. At the height of his golfing powers Tait was killed 
in the Boer War, an event that inspired Low in 1900 to write F.G. 
Tait: A Record, the first book length biography of a golfer. Tait 
became one of the most popular golf books of the era.

With his friend ‘Crumbo’ Croome, Low founded the Oxford 
and Cambridge Golfing Society in 1898. The Society’s annual 
tournament held each winter at Rye quickly became an amateur 
event of note. The President’s Putter awarded to the tourna-
ment winner had once been Low’s own. The signal event in the 
Society’s early history was a Society team’s 1903 tour of America 
to play a series of matches in Boston, New York, Chicago and 
Philadelphia. Low captained the Society team that routed the 
Americans, winning eleven of the twelve team matches, and 
generating along the way tremendous goodwill for the game. 
Of note is the remarkable number of participants then or soon 
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to be involved with golf architecture. In addition to Low, the 
Society team included CH Alison, an Oxonian who later part-
nered with Harry Colt (another Society member) to form one 
of the leading British golf design firms during the Golden Age. 
The Society’s local opponents comprised a virtual Who’s Who 
of early golf architecture in America. Herbert Leeds, Charles 
Blair MacDonald, Walter Travis, Max Behr, AW Tillinghast, 
Devereux Emmet, HJ Whigham, and H Chandler Egan all 
played against the Society team in one city or another. With 
concern then peaking that the Haskell was rendering many golf 
courses obsolete, it’s hard to imagine that Low’s ‘new theories’ 
weren’t a frequent topic of discussion and debate.

Concerning Golf, Low’s second and last book, appeared soon 
after the Society team’s triumphant return to England. Low 
was skeptical about the utility of teaching the golf swing. His 
book focused instead on the causes of certain kinds of shots. 
Knowing, for example, that a slice is the result of a ball spinning 
clockwise should lead a player to adjust his swing, but what those 
changes might be Low left to the golfer. But it was the book’s 
more philosophical passages, including the chapter on golf 
architecture titled ‘The Links’, that made Concerning Golf one of 
Bernard Darwin’s three favourite golf books.13 As the chronicler 
of the ‘Heathland Miracle’ Darwin had a deep appreciation of 
both Low’s architectural ideas and his prominent role in the 
transformation in golf design that occurred on courses west of 
London during the first decade of the last century. Among the 
book’s many virtues, special note must be taken of its opening 
sentence, surely the best of any golf book:

Golf is the peculiar game of a peculiar people: its trend is 
onward in parallel lines; it is the pastime of the Scots.

The first uniform rules of the game
It was as the first chairman of the R&A Rules of Golf Committee 
that Low is probably best known today. At the time the commit-
tee was formed in 1897 golf was played under a confusing welter 
of local rules. The Old Course was played under St Andrews 
rules, Prestwick under Prestwick rules and so forth. The first 
charge of Low’s new committee was to draft uniform rules that 
applied to all golfers wherever they played in Britain. The rules 
promulgated by Low and his committee superseded conflicting 
local rules on lost balls, unplayable lies, out of bounds and casual 
water. Rules controversies continued to erupt during Low’s ten-
ure. Battles over amateur standing, the stymie and limitations 
on balls and clubs (Walter Travis’ center-shafted Schenectady 
putter set off a particularly nasty debate) all became very heated. 
At the epicenter of them all was John Low.

The single most important rules dispute that his commit-
tee faced arose early in Low’s tenure. The introduction of the 
Haskell ball in 1901 triggered a debate that offered little room 
for compromise. Horace Hutchinson, among others, thought 
the ball a godsend for the average player and opposed banning 
it. Low feared the ball would diminish the skills required to 
play the game and render hundreds of golf courses obsolete in 
the bargain. His account of his first encounter with the Haskell 

captures both Low’s concerns and his sense of humor:

Mr. Maitland teed [the Haskell] up again with a view to driving 
back to the last hole [at St Andrews], but unfortunately this 
ultimate shot was a high slicey one, and the ball pitched on 
the steps of one of the houses between the Marine Hotel and 
Tom Morris’s shop.  It bounded in the air, as far as we could 
see, a great height, but the day was foggy, and we lost sight of it 
against the grey stone houses.  We searched for that ball with 
much care and labour, but no sight of it was vouchsafed to us; 
nor as far as I know, has it been found to this day.  Perhaps it 
rests on one of the house tops, perhaps it bounded over the 
roofs into some neighbouring street; it may still be bounding 
over the roofs into some neighbouring street; it may be still 
bounding along the east coast of Fife.

Low argued that unless something was done to halt the ball’s 
use, courses would soon be lengthened to accommodate it, thus 
making it the de facto official ball of the game. Low, however, 
lost the final vote of the rules committee14 and his bitterness 
about the decision lingered for many years. He never wavered 
in his conviction that the new ball had done real harm and that 
failing to outlaw it had been a spineless concession to popular 
opinion and the ball manufacturers.15

After several years of declining health Low died at Dunkeld, 
his home at Woking, in January, 1929, at the relatively young age 
of 59. His contributions to the game during the pivotal first two 
decades of the last century are hard to overstate. It would be an 
exaggeration, but perhaps not a great one, to say that no single 

John low

Low pictured in 1893 as the Cambridge team Captain
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person was more responsible for the game as we know it today. 
Low’s pioneering contributions to golf architecture, to the rules, 
to international team competitions on which the Walker Cup 
and Ryder Cup matches were later modeled, to the founding of 
the Society, and to the regulation of balls and equipment, were 
all important and enduring contributions without which golf 
might be a different game today. 

The controversy over new bunkers on the Old Course
Low came to the defense of the Old Course’s new bunkers in an 
essay entitled ‘St Andrews Hazards Old and New’.16 Low began 
the essay by taking on Taylor’s ‘scientific’ theory of hazard 
placement:

Although many books have been written about golf during 
the past twenty years, J. H. Taylor’s volume, published in 1902, 
was the first to take into consideration the scientific placing 
of hazards. A few months later the present writer published 
a book in which he advocated a rather different theory of 
hazards ... ; but [my] book was in no way an answer to or an 
attack on the former work, for it had been written, and indeed 
most of it published, in article form before the appearance 
of Taylor’s interesting criticism. Taylor advocates strongly 
that ‘due care should be exercised in seeing that each hole is 
placed well clear of obstacles, and that hazards should only 
be calculated to catch and punish a player who after playing a 
bad or faulty stroke deserves to meet such fate’.

Low’s quarrel with Taylor wasn’t just about who had published 
first. His quarrel was with Taylor’s views about the function 
of hazards, views that Low believed to be at the root of the 
criticisms of the 1905 Old Course changes. Critics thought that 
the new bunkers had been placed too closely to the preferred 
lines of play, catching good shots that did not ‘deserve to meet 
such fate’. Equally objectionable was that too many bad shots, 
shots that Taylor believed fully deserved ‘to meet such fate’, 
went unscathed. The new bunkers were ‘unfair’ because, given 
their location and severity, they failed to dole out punishment 
in a way that corresponded with the quality of the shot they 
ensnared. In short, the new bunkers violated one of the axioms 
of the Normal View. 

But whether or not hazards doled out ‘just desserts’ was for 
Low the wrong question. Low set out his very different views in 
‘Hazards Old and New’. In so doing Low also made the case for 
the new bunkers on the Old Course:

It is this nearness of hazards to the perfect line of play [Low’s 
emphasis] which seems to me to make St Andrews so fine 
a test of the game. For in every good game the player must 
be bustled before we can find out his quality. … [I]t is only 
when the hazards come ‘close in’ that we can recognize the 
great player.   

Most important was orienting hazards along the ‘perfect line 
of play’:

… The true hazard should draw play towards it, should invite 
the golfer to come as near he dare to the fire without burning 
his fingers. The man who can afford to take risks is the man 
who should gain the advantage. It is a coarse kind of hazard 
that only demands of the player that he should send his ball 

over it anywhere up in the air, in almost any direction. Yet 
how many such bunkers exist on modern courses, and how 
few of the finer side hazards, which must be coquetted with 
and passed within an eye-glance if perfect play is to be made? 
… Such a condition of affairs obtains at St Andrews and 
the complaints that are commonly made about unfair and 
unseen hazards really arise from a lack of appreciation of the 
difficulties of the course. A player fires on the line to the hole 
and slightly heels his shot, when he gets to his ball he finds it 
in a little round bunker and is annoyed. Now if you play on 
the bee-line to a hole at St Andrews and slice you are nearly 
always in a bunker, because you are running the line ‘very 
fine’. But there is plenty of room – too much I would say – on 
the left; and it is only because you have dared to go too close 
to the shortest route that you have been trapped.

The new pots did indeed make the course more difficult for good 
players like Taylor. But affecting good players was the point. The 
bunkers were meant to ‘bustle’ those taking aggressive lines to 
the hole, singling out for punishment shots played along the 
‘bee-line’ that were ‘not quite good enough’. The new bunkers 
were to ‘find out the quality’ of such players. For less aggressive 
or weaker players, however, the course need not be more dif-
ficult. Such players were afforded, as Low notes, ‘plenty of room’ 
in which to avoid the new hazards, though they would be left 
with more difficult follow-on shots. Players of all skill levels were 
presented with a range of playing choices, each involving differ-
ent possible lines to the hole and different degrees of difficulty. 
Golf should be seen as a ‘contest of risks’ in which the risks are 
defined by hazards that might be engaged or not, depending on 
a player’s golfing skills and scoring ambitions.

For Low, the work of hazards was best seen as setting the 
terms of a golfing wager. Hazards should be arrayed so as to 
define a golfing bet in which the player wagers that his golfing 
skills are up to the scoring returns he seeks. Rather than simply 
punishing bad play, hazards set the price of a player’s lost gam-
ble. They mark when a player’s execution of a shot fails to cover 
his golfing ambitions. As Tom Simpson put it, a well-designed 
hole should invoke ‘the [same] qualities found in the man who 
“lives by his wits”, who “sails near the wind” in the conduct 
of his business’. Good holes present ‘as much opportunity for 
mental agility as … for physical effort’. Which is what Low 
meant by ‘thinking golf ’. Well-placed hazards demand not just 
well-executed shots, but also and as importantly well-conceived 
shots.

Seeing hazards in that way had important implications 
for their placement. To create the golfing wagers sought, Low 
wanted fairway bunkers to be pulled in much closer to the 
‘bee-line’, as had been done with the new bunkers on the Old 
Course. For the same reason greenside bunkers needed to be 
placed much closer to putting surfaces, as had been done at 
Woking with the controversial ‘Johnnie Low’ greenside bunker 
on the Seventeenth. Unlike hazards on older inland courses, 
hazards were to be placed more ‘tightly’ (Low’s term) against 
the preferred line of play. Such placements of bunkers and other 
hazards are so commonplace today that they go without notice. 
But circa 1905 such ideas represented a striking and quite revo-
lutionary change in how inland courses looked and played.
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Strategic architecture versus equitable architecture
Most of Low’s contemporaries would have understood, in ways 
not well appreciated today, that the crux of Low’s differences 
with Taylor and other critics of the Old Course changes was the 
weight to be given to equitable concerns in golf architecture. A 
good hazard for Taylor was one whose severity corresponded 
with ‘the degree of the error’ of the shots it caught. Such hazards 
Taylor believed to be ‘fair’, his highest encomium. A corollary 
notion was that no shot should ever be punished more harshly 
than a worse shot. Looking back in 1910 over the dramatic 
changes that swept over golf architecture during the decade, 
Taylor was displeased that his favored equitable tenets seemed 
to be losing their sway:

Pots here, pots there, shallow and deep, some hidden, some 
yawning like the open mouth of a deserted mine, until it 
looked as if a party of prospectors had been over the links 
hunting for gold.  They were placed … around the green, but 
seldom in front, so the half-topped approach still laughed 
silently to itself as it trundled its way bumping on towards 
the hole . …

After a while the pots even made their appearance in the 
fairway, But generally placed in such a position that the worst 
of bad shots was quite safe, while the good drive or second 
shot invariably came to rest comfortably tucked up right 
under the bank.

Taylor’s concern was that with the new era in architecture, he 
called it ‘the season of pots’, punishments failed to match the 
golfing crimes. The ‘good drive or second shot’ were punished 
more severely than far worse shots. With the result that playing 
outcomes, whether good or bad, might not be, as Taylor would 
have put it, ‘deserved’. 

Taylor resisted the growing popularity of ‘thinking golf ’. 
His 1910 design for a par 5 at Royal Mid-Surry, for example, 
was intended as both his rebuttal of the architectural ideas then 
gaining wide acceptance and as a demonstration of how his 
own, very different ideas might be implemented.

Equitable considerations inform every aspect of Taylor’s 
proposed hole. Cross bunkers are positioned to catch topped 

shots, considered the worst foozle and, therefore, meritng the 
most severe penalty. Bunkers set well away from the centerline 
are provided for off-line shots deserving less harsh punish-
ments. At the green the difficulty of bunkers increases as their 
distance from the green increases, thus punishing wider misses 
more severely than closer misses. The hole’s centerline is quite 
spacious, leaving unaffected a wide range of ‘nearly good’ shots. 
All with the result that punishments will be proportional to the 
degree of missed shots. Taylor’s hole is a little equitable universe 
in which all possible playing errors are matched with their 
appropriate equitable outcomes. 

Sporting equity has always had (and still has) a deep, intui-
tive appeal. Giving it a central role in golf architecture would 
seem on the surface to be beyond debate. Who’s to object to 
a golf course built to assure ‘fair’ playing outcomes? Shouldn’t 
punishments fit the crime? Shots that are nearly perfect should 
never be treated more harshly than egregious flubs...right? But 
however intuitive such ideas – ideas at the heart of the Normal 
View – Low believed them to be fundamentally misguided when 
applied to golf architecture. Taylor’s proposed hole exemplifies 
the problem. With fairway bunkers set well off a wide fairway 
(standard fairway widths were 60 yards or more in the era) and 
cop bunkers that could be carried easily by all but the worst 
players – all in the service of ‘fairness’ – Taylor’s hole held little 
interest for a good player. As Low put it, such holes demand 
only that a player ‘send his ball over [hazards] anywhere up in 
the air, in almost any direction’. Which hints at the troubling 
paradox buried in Taylor’s hole. It will play hardest for the weak-
est players and easiest for the strongest players.  

The point of Low’s ‘thinking golf ’ was to reverse that 
architectural result. Indeed, the paradox of Taylor’s hole can 
be thought of as the problem that the theory of strategic golf 
architecture was invented to solve. But if that theory was born in 
the act of rejecting ‘sporting equity’ as a design fundamental, its 
birthing pains have been largely forgotten. They were, however, 
very much on the minds of architects and commentators in 
Britain during the first decade of the twentieth century. It was 

John low

Taylor’s 1910 design for a par 5 at Royal Mid-Surrey
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one of Low’s most important architectural insights to point out 
that the Normal View’s emphasis on equity and proportionality 
was at the root of the widespread dissatisfaction with inland golf 
courses at the turn of the last century. Architects such as Tom 
Simpson, Harry Colt and Alister MacKenzie and commenta-
tors such as Bernard Darwin and Henry Leach also understood 
the significance of the issue and discussed it often. ‘Crumbo’ 
Croome’s expressed concerns that were typical:

As a general rule arguments [about the location of hazards] 
based upon equity should be ruled out from a discussion of 
golfing problems. The admission of them has been the cause 
of many errors in course-construction. Bunkers, for example, 
which have been made solely to discriminate fairly between 
shots of all kinds, are the most futile of created things. A 
bunker is good or bad according as it does or does not add 
interest to the play of a hole. The very best bunkers, such as 
the pots bang on the direct line to the Long Hole out at St. 
Andrews, very rarely trap anything but a clean hit ball; the top 
or the schlaff does not reach them. This is manifestly unfair, 
but it adds immense interest and infinite variety to the play 
of the hole.

Though the vocabulary has changed over the decades since, 
debates about the ‘fairness’ of golf courses are still very much 
with us. Nor is there is any reason to think such debates will 
end soon. But anyone wanting to better understand the origins 
of that debate and the important architectural issues lurking 
just beneath its surface would do well to revisit the discussions 
stirred up by the1905 changes to the Old Course. 

The importance of the history of the Old Course
More than half of Low’s essay ‘Hazards Old and New’ is taken 
up with hole-by-hole accounts of the evolution of the Old 
Course since 1848.17 Retelling that history was important to 
his defense of the 1905 changes because Low wanted them to 
be seen as a return to the playing characteristics of an older, 
largely forgotten Old Course. Low was reminding the critics 
of the new bunkers of how that older course once played in 
what Low considered to be its better days. The new bunkers 
were installed not because they represented some new, more 
clever design idea, but rather because they were restorative of 
older playing values. Specifically, in the case of new bunkers, 
Low noted that they substituted for the lost whins that had once 
pressed tightly against the bee-line in the same locations.

But Low’s recourse to the history of the Old Course was 
not just nostalgia for an Old Course of yesteryear.18 The point 
of the new bunkers wasn’t to do a restoration for the sake of 
restoration. Rather Low’s appeal to accounts of the course in 
earlier times was to ground his theory of the function of hazards 
in the playing values of the most historic and beloved  of all 
courses. The ultimate justification for the new bunkers was that 
they exemplified design principles that had proven themselves 
over time to be the best. Those principles were not to be derived 
from abstract, normative concepts like ‘equity’ or ‘fairness’, but 
rather from ideas that were sui generis to the game to be found 
in the great links courses. It turns out that Low’s ‘new theory’, 
the theory that lay behind the 1905 changes made to the Old 

Course and that went on to influence a larger revolution in golf 
architecture, was really not new at all. In fact it was as old as 
links golf itself. 

Designing for challenge and enjoyment
The ascendancy of ‘thinking golf ’ brought with it changes not 
just to golf courses but also to how architects practised their 
discipline. Rather than focusing on building venues that empha-
sised ‘fair’ competitive outcomes, the focus shifted to building 
courses that would heighten the pleasures of playing the game. 
As Low wrote:

The pity of golf today is that men play entirely to win and 
are afraid that they may be defrauded by some inequality 
of penalty from gaining the end of their desire. It would be 
happier for golf if we would only remember that the true 
good is in the playing, not in the winning.

The older emphasis on hazards that dispensed ‘just desserts’ 
gave way to different goals. The quality of the playing process 
itself came to matter more. The point of Low’s centerline bunker 
on the fourth hole at Woking, for example, was to generate the 
drama inherent in forcing a player to choose among several 
possible playing strategies – do I risk the out of bounds on the 
right, play safe to the left or lay back short? Whether the hole 
yielded ‘fair’ results (whatever that might mean in the context) 
was largely irrelevant. Differently put, the architect had ceased 
to be responsible for playing outcomes. That responsibility had 
shifted to the player. 

Such new design goals brought unprecedented design free-
dom. If the point was to stimulate interesting and varied playing 
choices, something that might be accomplished in a virtually 
unlimited number of ways, then the lid came off the type, 
shape and size of hazards that might do useful work. Existing 
landforms with their natural irregularities and unpredictability, 
water, trees and so forth, almost anything (natural or otherwise) 
entered the architect’s toolkit. More naturalistic courses were 
built not just because they were more attractive, but also because 
using existing natural terrains was not foreclosed by concerns 
about ‘sporting equity’. But it wasn’t just a matter of having more 
and different things in the designer’s toolkit. It also became 
possible to achieve more architecturally with less. A single, well-
placed bunker might set up strategic quandaries that affected 
shot-making from the tee forward. The small bunker that Low 
built into the face of the third green at Woking is the hole’s only 
hazard, but it influences every shot on the hole. How you place 
your drive on a generous, sloped fairway determines how you 
negotiate the deep pot fronting the green. Tom Simpson called 
it the prototype of a ‘governing bunker’, a type he thought to be 
among the best hazards because of their extraordinary strategic 
reach.19

The new design freedom also brought unprecedented pres-
tige to practitioners. Once released from the rigid formulae of 
the Normal View, the quality of a golf course depended as never 
before on the skill and imagination of the individual architect. 
The unique contributions of a designer became much more 
determinative of the quality of the final product. Who a golf 
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course’s architect was mattered as never before, in large part 
because architects were given the creative space to develop their 
own distinctive styles. As their styles became better known, 
architectural reputations were built. For the first time men 
might become famous (and in some cases wealthy) solely for 
their work as golf architects. 

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, the acceptance of 
Low’s ‘new theory’ meant that the goals of the golf architect 
were ratcheted higher. If inland courses were to be designed 
using the same principles found on the great links courses – 
principles that Low was the first to articulate in a systematic 
way – there was no a priori reason to think that inland courses 
must always be second best. It wasn’t just a matter of building 
more naturalistic, attractive inland layouts, though that was 
part of it. It was also and most critically about understanding 
how hazards functioned on the best links holes and applying 
lessons learned to courses in different physical settings. There 
were suddenly reasons to think that new inland courses might 
aspire to be as good as any course anywhere. And, of course, 
with such higher aspirations for inland golf courses came higher 
expectations for their architects.

Conclusions
Too often the history of golf course architecture is written as 
if architects operated outside of history. The evolution of golf 
architecture, however, is not a sequence of disembodied ideas 
and discoveries. Rather the best ideas tended to emerge as solu-
tions to problems of a particular era. That is what was going on 
when John Low proposed a very different way of thinking about 
golf architecture circa 1900. He was unhappy with inland golf 
courses and believed there was a better way to build them. The 
solutions he proposed were appreciated immediately by some. 
Others believed Low’s solutions to be quite wrong-headed. Sides 
were taken and debates, albeit polite ones, ensued. All of which 
might be no more than a minor historical footnote except for 
the fact that those who embraced Low’s views not only went 
on to design some of the greatest golf courses ever built, they 
also set the foundations for what is called today ‘strategic golf 
architecture’, an approach to golf design that still dominates the 
discipline. Which is why revisiting Low is worth the candle. He 
was a revolutionary figure whose pivotal contributions to golf 
architecture deserve to be better understood and appreciated. 
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Irish Musings
by John Hanna

At the time of writing it is hard to ignore the 
fantastic achievements of the young golfing sensa-
tion from Holywood in Northern Ireland. Rory 
McIlroy had returned to his home after failing to 

make the cut in The Masters, and the previous tournament 
in the US. He was uncharacteristically depressed and lacking 
confidence in his game before travelling to Quail Hollow in 
North Carolina.  Things started as a bit of a struggle and he only 
qualified on the cut line, but a spectacular round of 66 brought 
him well into contention. It is unlikely any golfer who witnessed 
his final round of 62 (a new course record) and in particular his 
last six holes, will ever forget it. Playing against some the world’s 
greatest players on a very difficult golf course on the last day of a 
tournament he finished with six threes. Quite phenomenal and 
he was still only twenty years of age! 

Seasonal golf
The history of the game of golf is made up of so many different 
aspects of our social and physical life. Social changes that have 
taken place in recent years, and are continuing, are currently 
affecting the game in many ways: how often people play golf; 
the membership of clubs; and even the existence of clubs. Of 
course changes in the game are not new and have been around 
since golf became a game played by more than a very limited 
number of people. 

One of the areas where change has been pretty constant is 
in the maintenance of the ground on which the game is played. 
The idea of a course being ‘laid out’ is such a good way of 
explaining the old way of designing a course. The person upon 
whose shoulders it fell to prepare the course did just that; he 
walked the ground and laid out the requisite number of holes 
on the ground available. Using a bundle of stakes he marked the 
teeing ground, walked the length of the hole and planted more 
stakes to mark the hazards and the green. Courses were laid 
out by a wide variety of people, some with little or no experi-
ence and knowledge to the giants of the game – men such as 
Tom Morris and Willie Park, and later James Braid. In America 
especially, and in recent years in Europe, the idea of courses 
being built has become more common. Great alterations are 

made to the original variations of the ground with a lot of earth- 
moving often being carried out according to plans created on a 
computer. One of the current difficulties for many clubs is the 
cost of maintaining their courses to the level expected by their 
members. There is the so-called ‘Augusta effect’ where members 
have over the years watched on TV, the pristine condition of the 
course at Augusta National, and then using this as a benchmark 
against which to measure their own course. A similar effect was 
created by the Old Course at St Andrews when it was the course 
others were compared with in the early decades of the last cen-
tury. Consequently the overall standard of the majority of our 
courses has greatly improved but as a consequence so have the 
costs. These have then to be reflected in the operational costs of 
the club, and therefore in the member’s subscriptions.

One of the joys for members of the British Golf Collectors’ 
Society is being able to play, usually with hickory clubs, some 
courses that have not followed this trend. While the scores may 
not always be as low on such courses they are no less a challenge 
and are often a real pleasure to play. For some clubs this may be 
the answer to their future existence. In days when most courses 
were of this type quite a number of golfers were able to afford 
membership of several clubs. Again this was not necessarily by 
choice but often by necessity. 

The reason for this was the lack of proper greenkeeping 
machinery. In the post-war period, and into the 1960s and early 
1970s, the more affluent golfer was able to play on the course 
closest to his work, usually an inland course, during the sum-
mer months. Then he chose to play his other club’s course in the 
winter, which was a dry links course by the seaside, when the 
inland course might be soft and often muddy. Strangely this is 
the reverse to the situation that existed around the turn of the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries when the lucky golfer who 
was a member of two clubs played the links course in the sum-
mer and the inland course in the winter. Many inland courses 
may quite simply have closed during the summer months. The 
cause of this is quite clear when the type of grass upon which 
the game was being played is taken into consideration. The links 
course had a turf where the grass was slow-growing due to poor 
soils and was kept cropped by the rabbits and sheep. The inland 
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course had grass that grew very quickly in the spring and sum-
mer months making the playing of golf impossible. This was 
certainly the case in the Emerald Isle where, being favoured 
with a certain amount of rain, the grass grew even more quickly. 
Inland courses were played during the months of October to 
April. In some cases the amount of money that could be made 
by cutting the grass for hay was greater than the income from 
golfers! Another consideration was that golf then was not played 
as it is today. Golf would have been played at certain times. This 
may have been on one day a week, or at particular meetings 
such as a Spring or Autumn Meeting. There was no casual golf 
as there has been in the last 100 years

To understand this situation one has to look at the equip-
ment available to the early Keepers of the Green. To begin with 
there were no greens as such but simply an area around the 
hole which was prepared usually just by using a besom broom 
to brush the area around the hole. No machinery was available 
for cutting the greens other than scythes. This required experts 
who could cut the grass very short and also to keep the scythes 
sharp. The first mower was invented in 1830, and revolutionized 
green keeping. The next development was horse-drawn mowers 
for the fairways with the horses often having to wear ‘boots’ in 
order to protect the soft ground of the fairways. Of course the 
machinery developed as the years went by with horse or tractor 
gang mowers being replaced with highly sophisticated triplex 
mowers with settings that can virtually shave the greens. These 
mowers are used now on the fairways to give the added visual 
effect of ‘lining’. 

In some cases golfers were lucky to have the choice of courses 
very close to one another, and this was the case where the 
Limerick and Lahinch golf courses were concerned. 

Limerick and Lahinch Golf Clubs 
In 1887 a local Limerick businessman Alexander Shaw travelled 
extensively in the British Isles and had experienced playing 
golf. He wrote a letter home saying ‘I am awaiting with great 
anticipation a game of golf when I get home’. This indicates 
that he played golf and also that there was a course close to 
Limerick where he could play. The resort of Kilkee on the coast 
was a place where the more wealthy Limerick families spent 
their summer holidays. On the 12th of December 1891 Shaw was 
among 32 people who met in the library of The Athenaeum in 
Limerick and agreed to form a golf club. It was decided to lay out 
the course immediately and to have the first outing in two weeks 
time on Christmas Day. Without the help of any grass-cutting 
machinery it is easy to understand why the scores in the January 
Medal ranged from 119 for a player with a handicap of 1 to 184 for 
an eighteen handicapper! At this time many of the golfers in the 
Limerick area played their summer golf on the Downs at Kilkee, 
which was on the coast some 57 miles from Limerick. Before the 
next summer the Limerick golfers found it impossible to find 
any ground on which golf could be played during the summer 
months. A traveller, with an eye for good golfing ground, on a 

Cutting the eighteenth green at St Andrews with scythes

Alexander Shaw  
President,  Limerick 
GC 1891-1896; 
Captain, Limerick GC 
1891-1894; President, 
Lahinch GC 1892-1923; 
Captain, Lahinch GC 
1893 - 1901

Richard J Plummer 
Secretary Limerick 
GC, 1891-1901; Secretary 
Lahinch GC, 1892–1904
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journey to the Cliffs of Moher had seen a 
piece of land close to Ennistymon, which 
contained all the natural features of a golf 
course. Alexander Shaw, the first Captain 
of Limerick Golf Club, accompanied by 
Mr J Plummer, the Honorary Secretary, 
set out to look at ‘this desolate piece of 
land, a mass of sand hills’. After some 
discussion with locals in the village of 
Lahinch they returned on the 9th of April 
and an eighteen-hole course was laid out. 
Lt William MacFarlan of the Black Watch 
Regiment played in the opening match 
on Good Friday of that year. The Black 
Watch had recently arrived in Limerick 
from Belfast and had an input into the 
design of the Lahinch course. At first the 
members of the Limerick Golf Club man-
aged the Lahinch Club as part of their 
own Club. It was in effect their summer 
course despite being 43 miles distant, and 
this at a time when there were no motor 
cars. The connection was made by the 
West Clare Railway made famous by the 
song-writer Percy French.

Difficult times at Limerick
On their return to Limerick in the 
autumn of 1892 the golfers found that 
their original site at Greenpark was no 
longer available to them. They found 
ground at Hogan’s Farm at Ballinacurra 
but by the end of April 1893 the links were 
closed and the members were recom-
mended to Lahinch ‘where the links are 
in good order for play’. Hogan’s Farm 
was still their course when they returned 
to play in Limerick in October. At first 
most of the Club Days were reason-
ably well supported but members were 
showing less enthusiasm owing to the 
rough nature of the ground over which 
they played. Some of the medals had to 
be postponed a number of times due 
to too few entries.  As a result when the 
first AGM of the Lahinch Golf Club was 
being held in March 1894 the Limerick 
members were exhorted to pay and 
play at the ‘St Andrews of the West’. At 
the meeting exactly the same officers as 
elected by the Limerick Club took office 
at Lahinch. President and Captain: AW 
Shaw; Treasurer: JE Murphy; Secretaries 
EG Fitt and R Plummer. 

Golfing at Kilkee

The Lahinch Golf Hotel with a train of the West Clare Railway

The famous ‘Dell Hole’ at Lahinch designed by Tom Morris
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The 1894 season began at Limerick with the third AGM of the 
Club and there was no change of officers, however Sir Charles 
Barrington joined the committee and was to be associated with 
the Club for the next 50 years. Play was held up due to the length 
of the grass and bad weather and it was the 21st of January, 1895 
before play was possible. After a great summer of golf at Lahinch 
the Limerick members were once again faced with the rough 
conditions at Hogan’s Farm. At the AGM in November 1895 
discussions took place as whether or not golf was worthwhile, 
but it was decided to carry on the Club and Thursday to be the 
Club Day. However between November and February only one 
competition was played. After another summer at Lahinch it 
was decided to make a real effort to establish golf at Limerick 
and on every Club Day a lady member would provide teas. This 
seemed to work and in November and December the Limerick 
Chronicle reported large crowds attending and playing. An early 
example of equality was introduced when ladies were allowed to 
compete in the medals but in March the medal was abandoned 
because no one turned up to play. Some development must 
have taken place in the Autumn of 1897 because in November 
it was reported that a new links was laid out near the County 
Tennis Ground. As no tennis or cricket was played during the 
winter months the golfers were given permission to play over 
the grounds. Play was close to the Limerick Union Hospital 
and it was reported that during a match between Sir Charles 
Barrington and JE Goodbody one of them drove a ball through 
a window of the hospital. At the same time the Tennis and 
Cricket Clubs were complaining that the golfers were hacking 
their playing areas to ribbons. The golfers were ejected and there 
was no further record of golf in Limerick for four years. 

This did not mean golf was not played by Limerick golfers 
as many were still involved in Lahinch with the same officers 
remaining unchanged up to and including 1901. In fact in 1898 
a rather interesting letter was printed in the Limerick Chronicle 
from The Rev Thomas Bunburry, The Deanery, Limerick, in 
which he said

I am much pained by the announcement that the Annual 
General Meeting of the Limerick Golf Club will be held in the 
Golf links Hotel, Lahinch, on Good Friday April 8th and the 
Club Medal will be played for on Friday morning at 10.00am. 
Good Friday was a day set apart by the ‘Christian World’ to 
commemorate a Death so that on his one day at least Christian 
people would put aside their business and their pleasures to 
give themselves up to mediation and lament their sins.

It was the committee of Limerick Golf Club to whom this letter 
was addressed but of course it was the Lahinch Golf Club AGM 
that was being held and their Medal being played. This letter 
shows that even five years after the formation of Lahinch that 
the perception among the non-golfers of Limerick City was that 
the Lahinch Club was Limerick Golf Club!

The nine members of the Lahinch committee of 1901 were 
all people who had been involved with Limerick City. Apart 
from the busy summer season from July to September all other 
competition entries were mostly from Limerick Golf Club. 

This continued up until 1898 when they were then named as 
Lahinch members and this continued up until 1902. An interest-
ing historical fact occurred over the turn of the century when 
the Gaelic Athletic Association (the GAA) banned all games 
perceived to be British, but golf was not included. In 1901 the 
phoenix arose from the ashes when a meeting was held under 
the chairmanship of Sir Charles Barrington.  Suitable links had 
been laid out at Nolan’s farm and it was resolved to form a Club 
to be called Limerick Golf Club. Sir Charles was to be the first 
Captain and the course opened for play on Monday the 18th of 
November with Tuesday as the Club Day. 

Very little golf appears to have been played up to October 
1902 with the golfers still favouring Lahinch. At the AGM in 
October 1902 it was clear that the income from green fees 
had not been a great source of revenue and so, presumably to 
encourage the playing of the game, visitors residing outside 
Clare and Limerick were to be allowed to play free for three 
consecutive days at any time. By 1903 play looked set for another 
winter season but it was soon discovered that the ground used 
by Limerick Golf Club had been let to a dairyman. Little golf 
was played in the intervening months with play confined to the 
months of January to March and by an increasing number of 
players. 

The course returned to Hogan’s Farm in 1904 and the 
land was secured for three years. When a Mr Edward Leahy 
was appointed Captain in October 1906 he felt that the time 
had come for the Club to find a more permanent home, but it 
was another year before the members took matters into their 
hands. The time had come to ask the Captain and Committee 
to make an all out effort to secure land suitable for golf all the 
year round. This was because many of the new members were 
anxious to play in a Limerick location as they were not members 
at Lahinch. In January 1908 the Limerick Chronicle reported that 
the biggest meeting of golfers ever held in Limerick City had 
taken place and it was agreed that the new course would be 
laid out on the Furnell Estate at Ballyclough. The Club obtained 
a 21-year lease for ground large enough for an eighteen-hole 
course and by October 1908 membership had reached 150 men 
and 75 ladies. Seasonal golf was no more at Limerick Golf Club 
and this course remains the home of Limerick Golf Club.
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ALthough St Andrews is known as the Home of 
Golf, the commons of Bruntsfield and Leith at 
Edinburgh , have a claim to being the cradle of 
organised golf. Some of the earliest references to 

club-makers in the 1600s and 1700s were from Bruntsfield 
and Leith: William Mayne, Thomas Comb, and the Dickson, 
Clephan and Cossar families. Club-making at this time was a 
part-time occupation. They shared these duties with such trades 
as bow-making, joinery and cabinet-making.

In 1770 in Edinburgh, James McEwan, a joiner by trade, 
established the McEwan club-making business – a business that 
existed for four generations until 1897. When the Bruntsfield and 
Leith Golf Societies relocated to Musselburgh, the McEwans 
followed soon after in 1847, leaving opportunities for new 
clubmakers at Bruntsfield. 

The descendants of William Hunter and his wife Janet are 
one of the unheralded families of club makers, ball makers, 
professionals and course designers, whose influence extends to 
the early days of golf in England, Wales, Australia, New Zealand 
and the USA. Not a lot is known of the Hunter family and little 
appears in golf reference books.

William Hunter, b.1828
William Hunter was born in Newton, Edinburgh in 1828. He 
was listed in the 1851 census as a cabinetmaker and journeyman, 
married to Janet, living at Randolph Place Lane, Edinburgh. 
At the time of the 1861 census, William Sr. is listed as master 
cabinetmaker employing three men, and living at 21 Leven St, 
about 150 yards from the Bruntsfield Links and from the Golf 
Tavern, used as one of the city golf club houses until the 1890s. 
By 1871, William had commenced training his sons, and by 1881 
all three of them, Ramsey, Henry and William were all working 
as joiners for the family business, which was still operating from 
Leven St. 

Ramsey Hunter (1852-1909)
Ramsey Hunter was born in 1852 at Edinburgh, and had his 
early training as a carpenter and joiner. His introduction to 
golf was at Bruntsfield Links and in 1887 he was recruited by 
Dr W Laidlaw  Purves (Edinburgh-born and another former 

Bruntsfield golfer) as greenkeeper, club-maker and caddie 
superintendent for the new golf links at Sandwich, Kent (later 
to become Royal St George’s). He laid out the course with 
Laidlaw Purves and in addition to club-making, Ramsey also 
produced guttie balls named The Hunter Special. In 1891, he had 
his brother William working as a clubmaker at Sandwich and 
had, as an apprentice, Alfred J Milliner, who was to become the 
first professional at The Australian GC, Queens Park, Waverley, 
in 1897. Milliner soon left for Dunedin, New Zealand,  becoming 
one of that country’s earliest professionals. In 1902, Ramsey, 
sacked by Sandwich GC for  ‘being worse for drink’, became 
professional at Shooters Hill, GC  London.

In 1892 Ramsey designed the first nine holes at Deal GC, 
Kent; in 1895 he designed the course at Royal Porthcawl GC 
in Wales; and he laid out the first nine holes at Hythe GC in 
Kent. In 1909, he advised improvements for St Augustine GC 
in Kent and also for Mid-Kent G C, Gravesend, the latter with 
the help of Willie Park Jr. Horace Hutchinson and Bernard 
Darwin acclaimed Ramsey for his role as greenkeeper at Royal 
St Georges. He joined the British PGA in 1902. Ramsey died in 
1909, whilst professional at Mid Kent GC, Gravesend.

William Hunter, b.1858
William Hunter was born in Edinburgh in 1858 and was appren-
ticed to his father. By the time of the 1881 census he was working 
as a joiner and was married to Ellen, with whom he had sons 
William (born 1878) and James (born 1880). Ten years later 
the census lists him as living in Sandwich, Kent with his son 
William and working as a club-maker for his brother Ramsey. 
His two sons would become golf professionals.

Henry Hunter (1860-1935)
Henry (Harry) Hunter was born in 1860 in Edinburgh and 
was working as a joiner at the time of the 1881 census. He was 
a member of the Bruntsfield Allied GC (also known as the 
‘Club-makers Golf Club’) in the 1880s, playing in team chal-
lenge matches against other Edinburgh clubs. In 1887 Harry 
travelled with Ramsey to join the workforce laying out the 
Sandwich links, and he became an assistant to Ramsey once the 
course was finished. Harry commenced work as a club-maker/

The Hunters of Midlothian

Norman Richardson
identifies a family that helped spread golf on three continents
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professional at Ashdown Forest GC in Kent in 1890. By 1892 he 
was employed at Cinque Ports GC, Deal, Kent where he was 
professional, club-maker, greenkeeper and caddy master. He 
began by constructing the first nine holes then designed and 
built the second nine. Harry was also a guttie ball-maker – the 
Cinque Ports ball – and was to remain at Deal for 43 years. Harry 
also designed and constructed the course for Sittingbourne and 
Milton Regis GC between 1929 and 1931. Two of his sons, two 
of his grandsons and a great grandson would later become golf 
professionals. Harry died in July, 1935 aged 75.

William Hunter 1878 - 1953
William (Willie) Hunter was born 1878 in Perth, Scotland 
was the son of William (b.1858) and Ellen Hunter.  Willie was 
apprenticed to his uncle Ramsey at Sandwich. He commenced 
professional duties at the Glamorganshire GC, Wales in 1896, 
laying out the second nine holes of their course in 1897. Willie 
spent the summer season at Shelter Island GC, New York in 1897 
and North East Harbour, Maine in 1898. 

A Mr Martin of James Martin and Co (a store in Sydney, 
Australia, importing and selling golf clubs, balls and bags) acted 
as a go-between for The Australian GC and Ramsey Hunter. As 
a result, Willie was appointed professional for The Australian 
GC, at Botany, arriving by the Orotava in June, 1899. He was 
appointed ahead of WD More, who had applied for the profes-
sional’s position from Johannesburg, South Africa, and who 
later became professional at Royal Melbourne Golf Club over 
the period 1900–01. Willie was described by the golf columnist, 
Foozler in the Sydney Mail of May 6, 1899, as being ‘young and 
a player with an easy style much like that of the Bondi (Royal 
Sydney GC) Professional, James Scott’. (Scott was a brother of 
AH Scott, the well-known professional and clubmaker from 
Elie, Fife.) In July 1900 Willie played in the first professional 
match in New South Wales against James Scott, over 72 holes 
(36 at Botany and 36 at Bondi) running out as 9/8 winner. He 
impressed spectators with his approach play and putting, and 
won fourteen pounds stake money. At the completion of the 
match, Willie and his fellow-Scot James Scott issued a challenge 
to the two Victorian professionals, Richard Taylor (Surrey Hills 
GC) and More of Royal Melbourne, both Hoylake men, to a 
match, which was declined. Willie lowered the course record at 
the Botany Links on four occasions, his lowest being a 74 (with 
guttie balls) after the course had been extended. These links at 
the time were acknowledged as the longest and toughest links 
in the colonies. Willie and James Scott jointly designed and laid 
out the first nine-hole course for Lindfield GC (now Killara GC) 
in December 1900. 

Willie left The Australian in 1901, went back to the USA to 
Shelter Island GC, New York and competed in the US Opens of 
1901 and 1902, before being appointed professional at Richmond 
GC in Surrey in 1903. At Richmond in 1906, Willie played in 
probably his strangest challenge match, competing against 
Richmond GC member and eccentric, Sir Ralph Payne-Gallwey. 
Payne-Gallwey was an expert on golf balls, ballistics, crossbows 

and other weapons. In a match similar to one played by Tommy 
Morris some 30 years earlier, Willie used his normal set of golf 
clubs while Sir Ralph used an antique Turkish bow and arrow. 
Taking turns, Willie hit the ball and Sir Ralph fired his arrow 
towards the holes. Willie won the match, 71 to 73.

Willie left Richmond GC in 1915, and travelled with Wilfred 
Reid to the USA. In Golf Illustrated, 1915, Bernard Darwin 
wrote:

I see you are taking two very good professionals from us, 
Wilfred Reid, who goes to the Seaview Golf Club and Willie 
Hunter to a St Louis Club. … Hunter is somewhat older than 
Reid having been born in 1878 as compared with 1884, is 
likewise an international player having represented Scotland 
in four matches. ... He has played some wonderful rounds and 
his game is essentially a graceful and accomplished one. 

Willie was appointed professional at St Louis, CC, Missouri and 
was Professional at Onwentsia, CC, Lake Forest Illinois from 
1919. In 1921 at Onwentsia, CC, Willie and his assistant Willie 
Marshall, played an exhibition match against the Australian 
pair Joe Kirkwood and J Victor East, who were touring the US. 
The match was tied. The Chicago Daily Tribune reported on 
September 5th: 

Excellent putting from Hunter and terrific driving by 
Kirkwood were the features of the match. Hunter won the 
second hole by sinking a long putt. Marshall made it 2 up at 
the Sixth. At the Eighth, or Boomerang hole, Kirkwood lofted 
high over the trees for 260 yards and won with a birdie 3. 
He squared the match at the Eleventh. A 40ft putt by Hunter 
at the Sixteenth gave a short-lived advantage, as Kirkwood 
evened the count at the Seventeenth with a fine drive and 
a good approach. As a bit of history Hunter played the first 
professional match in Sydney, Australia 21 years prior against 
Jim Scott, and East was his caddy that day.

Individual scores were Kirkwood 71, Hunter 72, Marshall 79 
and East 80. Willie was the inaugural President of the Missouri 
PGA and spent two terms as president of the Illinois PGA. He 
finished as Professional at Onwentsia in 1930, but continued as 
Greenkeeper. Willie was a regular entrant in The Open, the US 
Open and the PGA Championship, his best finish being twelfth 
in the Open at Muirfield in 1906. East later went on to make 
clubs for Bobby Jones and design clubs for both Spalding and 
Wilson. 

James Stevenson Hunter (1889-1926)
James Stevenson Hunter was born in 1880 at Newington, 
Edinburgh, the second son of William. He learnt clubmaking 
and greenkeeping at Sandwich with his Uncle Ramsey before 
being appointed professional at New Brighton in 1897. In 
mid-1899 James travelled with his brother Willie hoping to 
secure a position in Australia. He attained several short-term 
teaching appointments at Brisbane GC, Chelmer, Queensland 
in 1899. Whilst there, he also supervised the laying out of the tee 
grounds and gave instructions for maintenance of the course. 
James also travelled to Townsville, Bundaberg and other North 
Queensland courses to fulfil coaching engagements. Being the 
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only professional in Queensland, he was much in demand. The 
Queenslander newspaper in April 28, 1900 described the tuition: 
‘Hunter is fortunate in combining, with a clear and convincing 
method, a courteous patient manner, which will help him get 
some improvement out of the dullest pupil. He is most popular. 
I see his elder brother, who came out under engagement to a 
Sydney club is appreciated there.’ Impressed by his coaching, 
Brisbane had hoped to offer James a full-time position, however, 
it was Hobart GC at Newlands, Tasmania that secured his serv-
ices in 1901. James Hunter became Tasmania’s first golf profes-
sional. While he was there, James taught champion amateur 
golfing brothers Clyde and Bruce Pearce.

Royal Melbourne GC, Victoria approached James in 1902 
following the death of their professional, WD More. He took 
up the position there and remained until 1903, resigning when 
Royal Melbourne refused his request for two months leave of 
absence. He was working for James Martin and Co in 1904 and 
competed in the first Australian Open that year. James next 
turns up in the 1911 UK census working as a club-maker for 
brother Willie at Richmond GC, Surrey. After serving in the 
Great War with a Scottish Infantry Regiment, James followed 
his brother to Illinois to be assistant to Willie at Onwentsia GC 
in 1919, before becoming professional at the Monroe Country 
Club during the summer months and conducting winter golf 
schools with Willie at a department store in Chicago.  James 
died suddenly in his hotel room in March 1926 while teaching 
at the winter school. He left a wife and three sons.

William Irvine McGregor Hunter (1892-1968)
William Irvine McGregor Hunter was born in 1892 at Forest 
Row, Sussex, the son of Harry Hunter. Wee Willie, as he was 

known, learnt his golf at Deal, Kent, where his father was the 
professional. He enlisted in the Royal Engineers and served in 
France in the First World War. Willie departed from the usual 
Hunter profession of golf, instead working as a telegraph opera-
tor for the Post Office. He forged a successful amateur career 
whilst a member of Walmer and Kingsdown GC, Kent. Willie 
played in the 1920 Open Championship at Deal and finished 
top Amateur, in 26th overall place, to win the Silver Medal. In 
1921, he won the Amateur Championships at Hoylake, defeat-
ing home club member, Alan J Graham, 12 and 11 in the final, 
a record at the time. Grantland Rice, writing in the American 
Golfer, described Willie as:

… a lithe slender Scot who has a firm, compact style, hits the 
ball crisply and yet only takes about a three-quarter swing. He 
is a very good putter indeed and handles an iron in the firm 
professional manner. He has the same tawny-coloured hair 
that Jock Hutchison wears but lacks Jock’s nervous eagerness. 
He is without question a very good player, he is a trifle fast 
on the backswing, but there is no jerky motion attached and 
keeps the ball staight on the pin.

Willie travelled to the US with the 1921 Scottish Amateur 
Champion, Tommy Armour, to compete in the US Amateur 
Championship at St Louis. On arrival, he was described in the 
August 30th edition of the New York Times,  as ‘sandy-headed, 
a little below average height and weight but with a “springi-
ness” in his step that denotes the athlete’. Willie reached the 
semi-finals, defeating Bobby Jones 2/1 in a memorable match 
along the way. The Atlanta youth was 2 up after eighteen; in the 
afternoon Hunter had a lion heart however, winning the Third, 
Ninth and Fourteenth before taking the lead at the Fifteenth for 
the first time in the match. In 1922 Willie reached the semi finals 
of the British Amateur and won the Lord Brassey Challenge 
Cup at Deal.

If the repetition of the name Willie is confusing throughout 
this article, readers will understand how in 1922, when Willie 
returned to the US, he was declared by the USGA to be ineligi-
ble to compete in the US Amateur Championship one month 
before it was to be conducted in Brookline Massachusetts. 
The confusion came about from his cousin Willie Hunter, the 
Onwentsia Professional, entering the US PGA Championships, 
the following week. However, after clarification, Willie Irvine 
Hunter was reinstated in the US Amateur.

Willie did turn professional in 1923 and won numerous titles 
in the USA, including the Californian Open in 1926 and 1927. He 
served at Brentwood GC, Montebello Park GC, California CC 
and Fox Hills GC before settling at the Riviera CC in 1936. It was 
at Riviera that Willie rubbed shoulders with movie stars, moguls 
and millionaires. He saw the filming of Pat and Mike, Follow the 
Sun and The Caddy on the Riviera Course. It was also here that 
his Scottish bluntness saw him lose his richest, most obsessive 
client, Howard Hughes. A three handicapper, had been having 
lessons every day for three months when Hughes asked Willie 
if he could win the US Amateur. Willie replied: ‘qualify maybe, 
win, definitely not!’ On hearing this Hughes left the course, 

James Hunter at the Australian Open in 1904.
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never to play golf again.
In 1932 torrential rain sent a six-foot wall of water through 

the Riviera golf course, destroying the seventh to thirteenth 
holes, which Willie rebuilt. He was also responsible for prepar-
ing the Riviera course to meet USGA specifications to host the 
1948 US Open. He was criticised for making the course too 
hard; however Ben Hogan tamed the course to win his first US 
Open.  

Willie’s two sons became golf professionals. In the late ‘40s 
and ‘50s Willie played many tournaments with either one or 
both of his sons. In 1949 he returned to England for the first 
time in eighteen years to play in The Open, to be played at Royal 
Cinque Ports at Deal – the course where he first learnt to play. 
Unfortunately the sea wall broke, inundating and ruining the 
course; The Open was moved to Royal St George’s. In the 1952 
Open at Lytham and St Annes, as a 57-year-old, Willie shot 74, 
83 finishing 69th. As a 65-year old Willie shot his age in 1957 on 
the Riveria course. In 1964, aged 72, after 28 years at Riviera, 
Wee Willie announced his retirement. The highlights of his 
career included winning the 1921 British Amateur, winning the 
Southern Californian Open six times, the Southern Californian 
PGA Match Play once and twice coming runner-up in the LA 
Open. His best finish in a major was eighth in the US Open in 
1926, at Sciota CC, Ohio. He served as President of the Southern 
Californian PGA thirteen times. He also wrote the instructional 
book Easy Way to Winning Golf. Willie died in 1968, aged 76 at 
Palm Springs.

Ramsey Hunter b.1894
Ramsey Hunter was born in Deal, Kent in 1894 – son of Harry 
Hunter, professional at Royal Cinque Ports GC. At the time of the 
1911 census, seventeen-year-old Ramsey was listed as assistant 
to his father and as a club-maker. In 1914 he followed his cousin 
Willie Hunter to the USA and worked as assistant to Jim Barnes 
at Whitemarsh Valley GC and then at Rivercrest CC, Texas in 
1917. He served in the Royal Canadian Flying Corps during the 
Great War. On being discharged in 1919, Ramsey became assist-
ant to Jock Hutchinson at Glenview GC in Chicago.  In 1920 he 
was professional at Fort Wayne CC, Indiana, where a young 
Gene Sarazen was Ramsey’s assistant. His next move in 1921 was 
to Shannon CC at Pittsburgh. While at Shannon, Ramsey had 
a visit from his brother Willie, then current British Amateur 
Champion. The two brothers paired in an exhibition match 
against Shannon Professional Eddie Towns and Richard C 
Long, President of the Western Pennsylvania Golf Association. 
In the same year he moved to New Castle, Pasadena, as assistant 
pro, and then on to the Westchester-Biltmore CC in 1923. He 
followed this by becoming professional at Linwood GC in 1925.  
In 1930 Ramsey took over duties at Whitter GC, California, 
before opening a golf shop in Los Angeles in 1944.  

Ramsey played in the 1917 National Open Golf Tournament, 
the 1921 US Open and Western Open, and the 1925 US Open. 
Ramsey also played in a four-ball team tournament in 1921 that 
pitched home-bred against foreign-born professionals. Ramsey 

‘Wee Willie’ Hunter receives the Amateur Championship trophy 
at Hoylake in 1921

Willie Hunter at Riviera in the 1970s

Hunters of midlothian  
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and Carnoustie-born Willie Ogg won their match. The event 
was one by the home- bred professionals 4 matches to 2.

William Hunter (b. 1924)
William Hunter Jr was born in California in 1924, son of 
William Irvine Hunter and his wife Josephine, née Koch. After 
the 1929 LA Open the Los Angeles Times reported:  ‘Willie Hunter 
Jr,  approximately four years of age, provided the gallery around  
the scoreboard with a fine exhibition of stance and driving. The 
Montobello Park pro’s infant son has a driver all his own and 
knows how to use it’. After serving in the US Army in the South 
Pacific during the Second World War, he attended UCLA and 
played local amateur events. Willie Jr played in the US Amateur 
in 1947 along with his brother. In 1948, the ‘husky 24-year-old’ 
turned professional and served as his father’s assistant at the 
Riviera, CC. He was a regular on the US PGA tour in the late 
1940s and 50s and still knew how to use his driver. At the 1950 
LA Open, the tournament committee measured all week the 
drives on the 575 yd Seventeenth, Willie Jr averaged 262 yards 
and was a close second to the longest hitter Sam Snead who 
averaged 265 yards. He was assistant professional to his brother 
at Riviera, after his father’s retirement in 1964. He played in the 
qualifying rounds for the 1962 Open at Troon, finishing two 
over the qualifying mark.

Harry McGregor Hunter (b.1929)
Harry McGregor Hunter, known to his friends and family as 
Mac, was born in California in 1929, the son of Willie Irvine 
Hunter and his wife Josephine. Mac was a talented amateur, 
winning the Riviera GC Championship at the age of fourteen 

in 1943, and again in 1949 and 1947. In 1946 Mac became the US 
National Junior Champion beating a seventeen-year-old Arnold 
Palmer in the finals by 6/5. In 1949 Mac won the Mexican 
Amateur and the Californian State Amateur Championships, 
defeating Gene Littler, in a nail-biter, all square after 36 holes. 
On the first play-off hole Mac caught a bunker with his approach 
shot and Littler was 40ft from the hole. Mac played first holing 
his bunker shot. Littler then halved the hole by chipping in. Mac 
won at the 39th hole. In 1950 Mac enlisted in the US Marines 
then in 1952 he relinquished his amateur status to become 
Riviera GC’s playing professional. Mac played US PGA tour 
events including championships, and in US Opens and The 
Open, his best finish was tied nineteenth in the 1959 Open at 
Winged Foot GC. Mac became Riviera GC’s professional in 1964 
on his father Willie’s retirement – a position he held until 1973, 
when he resigned to become Director of Marketing for Aldila 
Golf Shaft Company. He soon left this position to set up Mac 
Hunter Golf Inc, designing and making clubs along traditional 
lines. His Auld Classic Irons retro-looking blades, putters with 
hickory shafts that were named after forbears, one a bullseye 
style putter called Auld Jessie – the name of his Aunt and great 
Aunt.  His shaft labels had the slogan, ’Mac Hunter Company – a 
family tradition since 1887’, the date his Great Uncle Ramsey and 
his grandfather Harry left Edinburgh for Sandwich.

Due to a setback with his health and poor sales, Mac sold 
the company and returned to duties as a head professional. In 
the 1980s Mac was Director of Golf at the Princeville Makai 
Golf Course in Hawaii. As a golf course architect, Mac designed 
the Bridger Creek Golf course in Montana in the early 1990s. 
Mac won the Southern California PGA title in 1967, the same 
event his father had won in 1939 and 1942. In 1973 he wrote an 
instructional book: Golf for Beginners.   

McGregor Hunter Jr, (b.1956)
McGregor ‘Mac’ Hunter Jr was born at Pacific Palisades, 
California  in 1956, son of Mac Hunter Snr, professional of 
Riviera GC and his wife Doris. Mac Jr followed in his father’s 
footsteps as a talented young amateur. 1972 was a stellar year for 
sixteen-year old Mac Jr.  He won the Californian State Amateur 
Championship at Pebble Beach GC, where he squandered a 
5-up lead but hit three perfect shots on the final hole to beat 
Bob Roos, 2 up and became the youngest-ever winner of a title 
that had been won by his father in 1949. A few weeks later he 
won the Riveira, CC Championship and soon after he equalled 
the Riviera course record with a 66 from the back tees. He then 
won the Southern California Amateur Title, also won by his 
grandfather Willie Irvine Hunter in 1923. Mac Jr turned pro 
in 1973 and won his US PGA tour card at qualifying school in 
1977.  

Further investigation needs to be done on the family and there 
is an intriguing possibility of a link to the famous Hunter family 
of Prestwick, at this stage unconfirmed. Two references hint 
at this: one, an 1898 article in an American magazine, Outings Mac Hunter
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Monthly, describing Shelter Island professional Willie Hunter 
as ‘a newly-arrived scion of the Hunters of Prestwick’. And in 
the Australian newspaper in 1902, on James’ Appointment as 
the Royal Melbourne professional: ‘his name is Hunter and he 
is the brother of the late professional of The Australian Club, 
Botany, who went to America. His uncle has been keeper for 
many years of the celebrated green at Prestwick in Ayrshire. 
Hunter therefore comes of a good family for golf.’

The Hunters were a close-knit family, looking after one 
another, who rode the wave in the growth of golf from the 
1880s to the 1920s. Importantly, William, (b.1828) was a master 
cabinetmaker, whose skills were passed on to his sons ready to 
be adapted to clubmaking. The location of his business a short 
stroll from Bruntsfield Links, where they were exposed to golf, 
was significant. William’s grandsons were good ambassadors 
for the game, taking playing, greenkeeping and clubmaking 
skills to the New World. On the course, the Hunters have played 
alongside the Who’s Who of the sport; they were supporters of 
their professional associations and participated in the transition 
of old-time professional/greenkeeper/clubmaker, to full-time 
playing professional on a PGA tour.                                                                                                                      
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Hunters of midlothian  

We welcome the following new members and look forward to 
seeing them at future events. 

David Anderson
Beverley Archer
John Butler
Diarmad Coll
Douglas Connon
Barry Davies
John Duncombe
Leif Einarsson
Thomas Hughes
Stefan Kjell
Henry Lord
John Maher
Neil Millar
Harry Neubauer
Andy Pollock
Steve Pope
Alistair Robinson
David Simons
Perry Somers
Anthony Wright
Christopher Wright

St Andrews
Motherwell
Alexandria, Virginia
Portsalon 
Gullane
Copthorne
Tanworth in Arden
Hestra, Sweden
Heath, Texas
Helsinborg, Sweden
London
Calgary
Harrow
Vienna
Great Brickhill
Sipoo, Finland
Dunkeld
Gerrards Cross
Gelsenkirchen 
St Albans
Cheshunt

General
General
Books, clubs
General
Books, prints
Clubs
History
Books, clubs, balls
Clubs
Clubs
History, arch’ture
Books
Books
Clubs, balls, books
Books, print
Arch’ture, Open Ch
Books
General
Books, clubs, art
Books, clubs, art
Books, clubs

New Members For Sale

Wanted
September 1989 copy of TTG: 
Robin Paterson, 11 Salterley Grange, Leckhampton 
Hill, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL53 9QW. 
Telephone 01242 570910

A History of Golf in Britain, 
Ed B Darwin. Pub. Cassell, 1952. Cloth (no DW) 
Very good condition.  £100 o.n.o.
Ring Tim Gates 01904 622573

36 x 1.62’’ golf balls. 1970s. 
Dunlop 65s, Titleists, Wilson, Slazenger. All new 
and sleeved, with one box. £30 the lot. 
Ring John Pearson, 01904 628711
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MOST COLLECTORS will have picked up at various 
times, the occasional handbook – those insub-
stantial booklets distributed by golf clubs to extol 
their virtues, and perhaps generate extra revenue 

through higher visitor numbers, or even increased membership. 
The business model continues into the present day – the cost of 
printing being offset by income from display advertising, often 
through the generosity of individual club members. Today’s 
handbooks are perhaps glossier, in full colour; increasingly, 
they are being superseded by the club website with ever more 
powerful, moving graphics, user interactivity and data gather-
ing facilities. 

But the flashiest electronic technology will not have the 
same nostalgic appeal to most of us, as a well-produced club 
handbook.   

A significant collection
One of the largest collections of UK handbooks is held by Robin 
Griffiths, assembled over 30 years – initially as an adjunct to his 

Golf Club Handbooks

important collection of books. The latter have now gone, sold 
by private treaty a few years ago. Robin is glad he retained the 
handbooks and he continues to add to his collection from all the 
usual sources: traditional bookshops and dealers; auctions and 
Ebay; many through an extensive network of personal contacts 
built up as a serious book collector. Acquisitions are often of 
multiple titles from other collections, so he has a number of 
duplicates that are handy in swap deals. 

Useful content …
Content of the handbooks varies, but is often of interest to club 
historians. Most frequent is a description of the course, perhaps 
a flattering one, ideally with photographs and a layout plan.  

John Pearson

views a major collection of club handbooks

Robin Griffiths with his collection This handbook for Kendal GC, dating from 1911,by Ed Burrows 
of Cheltenham, is one of the earliest published
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This has often been invaluable to historians charting course 
evolution. For Robin’s own course at Burnham and Berrow, 
for instance, Fred Hawtree’s movement of the twelfth and thir-
teenth holes so that they skirt the west side of the local church 
are clearly evident by comparison of the handbooks from the 
1950s and ‘90s. In another example, successive handbooks for 
York Golf Club from the 1930s demonstrate quite clearly the 
development of the course from treeless scrubby heathland to 
today’s  birch- and oak-lined fairways. 

Handbooks can be even more important in identifying the 
layout of lost courses. Robin Griffiths’ handbook for the now-
defunct Needles GC was critical in permitting BGCS member 
Tony Gazzard to identify humps and hollows of the rabbit-
grazed sward as tees and greens of the abandoned course. (See 
TTG, June 2005). Tee positions were clearly identifiable from 
the course plan, and allied with hole descriptions and lengths, 
helped locate the greens. 

Many club handbooks give other details important to clubs, 
and district associations. The very early handbook for Kendal 
GC in 1911 featured recent exploits of the Club’s scratch players in 
the inaugural Cumberland and Westmorland Championship the 
previous year; this included Club success in both the individual 
and club team championships. Details are given in an elegant 
handbook of 32 pages by Messrs Ed Burrows of Cheltenham, 
who had built up a successful business publishing similar vol-
umes as town and city tourist guides. The golf club handbooks 
produced by Burrows were of a similar, convenient pocket-

sized format, nicely laid-out, with good photographs. When 
the Kendal Club repeated its Cumberland and Westmorland 
Championship success the following year, it produced its own 
handbook. Following similar themes of club and course history, 
and championship successes, it compiled and produced the 
handbook locally, and self-published. Important photographs of 
the players were included, including the sixteen-year-old Twin 
Counties champion, and the winning club team. Compiler of 
both 1911 and 1913 handbooks was Ernest Farrer, a successful 
local tea-blender and coffee grinder, and member of the 1912 
winning scratch team.  

… from distinguished writers
The handbook publishers often hired distinguished writers to 
give appreciation of their courses. Prominent amongst them 
in the 1920s and 1930s was Bernard Darwin, whose early titles 
can command high prices from Darwin specialists. Quoted in 
Donovan and Jerris’s bibliography The Game of Golf and the 
Printed Word (D&J) as being responsible for 80 or so handbook 
titles, he produced early accounts of leading clubs such as Royal 
North Devon (1921), Royal Liverpool (1922), Royal Wimbledon 
(1922), Royal West Norfolk (1923) and Hunstanton (1926). In the 
late 1930s, he covered Walton Heath (1937), Princes, Sandwich 

This 1913 handbook was self-published by the Kendal Club
Image courtesy Kendal Library

A Darwin title from 1938, published by GCA
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(1938), Royal Ashdown Forest (1938), Burnham and Berrow 
(1938) and Rye (1939). The London-based Golf Clubs Association 
(GCA) published all Darwin’s titles quoted in D&J. 

Robert Browning had a very long spell as Editor of Golfing 
magazine and was the author of one of the best general histories 
of the game: A History of Golf (1955). He was also a prolific 
author for GCA – D&J recording around 400 handbook titles. 

Henry Longhurst contributed sparingly, mostly in the fifteen 
years after WWII. Although he was responsible for a number 
of titles for Temple Publicity Services, most of his contributions 
appear to be through contracts with individual clubs or district 
tourist associations, on a self-published basis. 

A prolific author after WWII was Tom Scott, Editor of Golf 
Illustrated and the Golfers Handbook, who contributed around 
50 titles through Temple Publicity Services.        

Occasionally, other well-known names appear – often 
for clubs with whom they may have had personal affiliation. 
Thus Frank Moran, highly-respected golf correspondent of the 
Scotsman, contributed the narrative for the West Links, North 
Berwick. And Lord Castlerosse, celebrity columnist of the 
Sunday Express, friend of Longhurst and owner of Killarney GC, 
wrote the text for his own course handbook – self-published by 
the Club, and produced locally. 

Even more exquisite is the 1928 handbook of The Addington 
GC, published in the compact format of Ed Burrows, – beautifully 

This early title from the Golf Club Publicity Association from 1920

An impressive committee for The Addington An elegant cover by J Starr, dating from 1928
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laid out, with significant content. This proprietary club set out to 
cater for London’s golfing elite, boasting its course designer, as 
one member of an extremely distinguished and knowledgeable 
committee. AC Croome provided a eulogy for the course, in the 
form of a reprint of an article in the Morning Post. Additionally, 
Robert Endersby-Howard contributed The Four Eras of Golf, on 
the evolution of golf course architecture – the apogee naturally 
being the creation of not one, but two, layouts at The Addington. 
The card of the second course, originally opened in 1928, is 
given – an important record, as this Abercromby masterpiece 
was lost to horticulture in WWII.  

Robin Griffiths recognises that the 1500 titles in his collec-
tion represent an important resource, and he has contributed 
copies of hitherto unknown handbooks to a number of recent 
club historians. He does not know the full number of titles avail-
able – Donovan and Jerris gives representative references only 
and avoids multiple editions by the same author for individual 
clubs. Also, other titles are still being published, even though 
numbers of new titles are thought to be declining.

Robin is currently drawing up a database merging 
details of his own collection, with those from other pub-
lished sources. Progress will initially be slow, because of 

his commitments as the current Captain at Burnham and 
Berrow. TTG has undertaken to share details with BGCS 

membership in due course.

This 1920s design was published by the Slimmath Press, 
a subsidiary of Valentines of Dundee

An attractive cover from Messrs Russell of Southampton 1930s cover in the compact format of Ed Burrows

golf club handbooks  



32  |  Through the Green ·  June 2010

researching a subject that has always interested 
me, namely the history of the links at Hoylake, seems 
to have coincided with a growth in interest in the 
origins of old, well-established, golf courses. My 

curiosity over Hoylake and the research I have done has resulted 
in a book to be published this summer. It is part of a series set in 
motion by Richard Latham, Operations Director of Woodhall 
Spa. He has written books on two notable British Courses, the 
Hotchkin course at Woodhall Spa and the Newcastle Links of 
the Royal County Down Club. It was my good fortune to be 
introduced to Richard and thus benefit from the expertise he 
has gained from producing his books.

Beginnings
The Hoylake story starts in 1869 and I have endeavoured to 
record the evolution brought about through nature and the 
development as a result of human input. Today’s Hoylake golfer 
has good reason to thank the Scots. As they left their northern 
homeland to make their fortunes elsewhere the game of golf 
went with them. Scots influence in forming what is now the 
Royal Liverpool Golf Club and in laying out the original nine-
hole course can easily be identified, and what foresight these 
pioneers possessed. The site selected by these Liverpool based 
exiles was a flat area of infertile land that was home to a vast 
population of rabbits – the area was known as The Warren – and 
one of the many race courses on the Wirral peninsula.  The 
boundaries were clearly defined with turf banks known as Cops, 
and a golf ball on the wrong side was ‘out of bounds’. This state of 
affairs existed for many years after the Cops became within the 
boundaries and Hoylake’s notoriety for internal ‘out of bounds’ 
became established.

The landlord of the area was sceptical about the prospects 
for the game of golf; so much so that he refused the Club’s 
request, after it had been going for a number of years and was 
clearly a success, for a 99-year lease on the land! Despite his 
scepticism he must have enjoyed the demand for houses to be 
built overlooking the course.  Indeed he was so anxious not to 
miss opportunities that the 30-year lease agreed with the Golf 
Club in 1893 gave him the ability to build houses in the sand hills 
where today, some of the best Hoylake holes are situated.

Extension and re-sequencing
The first nine holes, in whose design George Morris, Old Tom’s 
older brother, played a major part, were so popular that there 
was soon a need to extend the course to eighteen holes.

Most of the suitable land had been used, so the space avail-
able for the extension was limited and the extra nine holes were 
not long. However unhappiness with them led to the making of 
three more holes in the area of the original course.  Reducing 
the new nine holes to six produced an eighteen-hole course of 
acceptable length.

Royal Liverpool’s headquarters for its first 26 years was in a 
part of the Royal Hotel close to the present eighteenth tee – the 
first tee at the time. The new, and present, clubhouse was built 
in 1895 and led to a renumbering of the holes. House building 
activity deprived the course of two, probably not very memo-
rable, holes that were replaced with magnificent new ones, the 
present Telegraph (Fifth) and Briars (Sixth).  These two holes 
were ready for the first Hoylake Open in 1897.

Moving to a new level
From that first Open until the outbreak of the First World War 
in 1914, a period in which the links had witnessed three more 
Opens and four Amateur Championships, concern was growing 
within the Club over aspects of the design. Many greens were in 
positions that gathered the ball and as the course had gradually 
incorporated the sand dunes blind shots grew in number. The 
War put a stop to contemplating changes and it was in 1923 that 
Harry Colt’s advice was sought and changes were introduced 
that raised the quality of the course to a new level. Seeking 
outside advice was a new departure, for all the changes since 
1869 had been the work of the Club’s membership, which, of 
course, included many prominent personalities in the world of 
golf led by John Ball and Harold Hilton.

Whilst the effect of Colt’s work was being digested and 
enjoyed, the recession of the 1930s and the Second World War 
reduced activity. The changes that were made in this period 
were little more than the building of new tees to lengthen the 
course.

Evolution of the Hoylake Links

Researched and outlined by
Anthony Shone
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The modern era
Fred Hawtree’s advice was sought in the 1960s and his sugges-
tion that the dunes be brought into play earlier in the round 
than was the case resulted in building a totally new fourth hole, 
unimaginatively called the New, and consequent changes to the 
Long (Third) and Telegraph (Fifth) holes.

Significant changes were made in the next 35 years but no 
totally new holes were introduced. The teeth had been drawn 
from the Dowie (Seventh) hole through playing it without the 
out of bounds and this flat area was replaced with hills, new 
bunkers and swales. The Royal (Seventeenth) green, hard 
against an out of bounds road, was deemed to be a danger to 
the public and was moved inland. A difficult hole has resulted 
but one that generates less fear in the player’s mind than the old 
hole. Fine tuning took place with the preparations for the 2006 
Open and now with 2014 in mind has continued. Some tees 
have been moved, notably at the Telegraph making it a left to 
right dog-leg; broken ground has been introduced in an attempt 
to penalise errant drives and bunkers have been moved.  The 
most significant change, however, has been the introduction, 
and more recently the extension, of swales round many greens. 
Confronting the player who misses a green with a shot that ‘asks 
the question’ rather than a standard bunker shot helps in the 
endeavour to keep the links an up to date test of golf.

From the earliest years the ever-moving sand dunes were 

nature’s unhelpful contribution to the management of the links.  
Much needed steps were eventually taken to stabilise them.

Nature’s helpful contribution was the quality of the grass 
that made magnificent greens possible from the beginning.  The 
golf writings of Horace Hutchinson in the 1890s, and others, all 
comment on the outstandingly fine greens.  What isn’t known 
is what their stimp meter reading was!

This further volume in Richard Latham’s series is a textbook 
for the record. However human interest has been included with 
pieces on some who have played significant parts in the develop-
ment over the years including a number of the greenkeepers.

From the start there has been a desire to provide a golf course to 
test the best golfers in the world. The exam paper that has been 
set has been challenging and to link the foresight and hard work 
that has produced that exam paper with the performance of the 
world’s best; short accounts of the eleven Open Championships 
played at Hoylake are also included.

This volume on the Hoylake Links is due to be published 
imminently and will be reviewed in

 a future issue of Through the Green

The original nine holes of the Hoylake links started at the front of the Royal Hotel, long demolished, and are outlined in red. 
The loop of the old racecourse is outlined in light colour on the right.
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MURIEL DODD was for several decades a highly 
accomplished and much respected player, who 
processed all the finest attributes of an outstand-
ing double national champion. Winner of 

the British Ladies and the Canadian Championships 
of 1913, like several of the early champions she 
hailed from a Cheshire golfing family, (with my 
apologies yet again). It was a statistic that was 
familiar to myself, for my aunt who played 
alongside her on several Cheshire county 
teams in the early 1930s, always spoke of her 
in glowing and loving terms. Everyone did, 
for not only was she admired by her fellow 
competitors, who, given half the chance, would 
stop and gaze upon her flawless swing, but by 
all the leading male golfers and writers of the 
day; including the illustrious Bernard Darwin.

But now having had the immense 
privilege and joy of viewing her actual scrap 
books, along with numerous trophies and 
medals, it is evident that not only was she a 
brilliant exponent of the game in every department, but on all 
the dozens of photographs, she appeared to love and live life 
to the full. For now these three precious record books, which 
she began in 1911, seem to portray that everyone enjoyed being 
in her company, for wherever she went throughout the world 
happiness followed. Now according to her truly delightful son-
in-law Robert, (Bob), a true gentleman in every way, he will 
be 90 years young in August. He told me that, from an early 
age, she hated her name Muriel, preferring to be called either 
Doddie by her contempories and with time Robert and her two 
grandchildren, just lovingly as Grannie Mac!

Soon developed a easy flowing style
Muriel Dodd was born in Crosby, Lancashire, not Scotland 
as has been suggested by others and it was only natural that 
she should play, for her father was a life member and trustee 

Miss Muriel Dodd (Macbeth)  (1892-1976)

Part I 
of an account of the life and times of a

 stylish British and Canadian champion
by

Liz Pook
at Prenton, one of the many courses situated on the Wirral 
Peninsula. Mrs Percy Dodd, her mother also played there, off 
a 30 handicap. The course was a testing 5,243 yards, which is 

even on the long side for many a modern-day ladies 
course. Doddie always entered championships 

from Moreton in those early days, although the 
course was on the very short side being a mere 

1,970 yards and only nine holes. She was Lady 
Captain there in 1914, so maybe she used the 
course as practice and in some way wished 
to acknowledge their kindness?  Doddie’s 
first venture on to a links was in 1902 (aged 
ten) at Rhyl, situated just over the Welsh 
border. There she registered 99 strokes for 

nine holes. With a natural keen eye and by 
watching others, especially her brother, Doddie 

soon developed a rhythmic easy style, without, 
according to press reports, any professional 
advice.  Ever keen to improve she practised 
extremely hard, and by the age of seventeen in 
1908, she obtained a scratch handicap. Doddie 

first came to prominence in 1911, when she was selected to play 
within the talented Cheshire team that had the previous year 
won the English County Championships at Hollinwell.  With 
Doddie now joining the team and in fine form they won yet 
again at Burnham and Berrow and the following year at Ganton. 
They were the first county side to achieve the hat-trick, since the 
event begun in 1903.

Life-long friendship 
It was in those early years, that Doddie formed a life-long friend-
ship with the slightly senior Gladys Ravenscroft, from nearby 
Bromborough. Both Moreton and Bromborough played against 
each other in inter-club matches. So therefore both families 
knew each other well and whilst the Ravenscrofts spent holidays 
at a holiday home at Rhosneigr, the Dodds travelled further 
around the Isle of Anglesey (Mona) to Trearddur Bay, where 
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they too owned a property. The friendship between the two girls 
developed despite them being different in oh so many ways. 
especially their build - Doddie with her free-flowing swing, and 
ready friendly smile; always oozed immense feminine charm.  
It was not long before Doddie understandably caught the eye 
of the top male champions, such as George Duncan who wrote 
within his Golf for Women (1912):

Like Harry Vardon, she seems to propel the ball by perfect 
timing of body movement rather than by forceful hitting 
with the arms and wrists. She has an upright swing, and, like 
all golfers who possess that attribute, she plays shots which 
are distinguished for the quickness with which they stop 
when the ball pitches. She times the down-swing beautifully; 
otherwise, she would have to hit much harder in order to 
carry the distance which she reaches. Her wooden club play 
through the green is splendid. Her iron play is not quite so 
vigorous as that of Miss Ravenscroft. In other words, Miss 
Dodd does not practice the unadulterated ‘push shot’, she 
places her faith rather in a stroke which is something between 
the ‘push’ and the plain ‘hit up.’  It is exceedingly effective. She 
is deadly with her jigger. It is within forty yards of the hole 
that she beats her opponents; her chip shots and putting are 
usually splendid. The secret of her excellence at these strokes 
is that she lets the club head follow the ball as far as possible. 
She has the right temperament for the game. When a trying 
situation presents itself, she seems just to think it over quietly 

for a few seconds and come to the conclusion that it would be 
silly to be annoyed or discouraged. This is indeed a valuable 
faculty. 

From her first scrap book we learn that as a result of her early 
playing success, Doddie was asked to play alongside Gladys, and 
‘the famous plus men’ Jack Graham Junior and Fred Weaver, 
over the newly laid nine-hole municipal course, Bowring Park, 
within the Roby Estate near Liverpool, owned by Sir William 
and Lady Roby. There are many press reports along with numer-
ous fabulous photographs showing the large crowds following 
play, which regrettably cannot be reproduced. A local reporter 
called Teebox indicated that it was ‘a charming experience and 
a very pleasant afternoon’ that was had by one and all. Doddie 
was also described as a ‘Greek Goddess’; within Cheshire Golf 
Doddie was said to have played a ‘dashing game’!  No doubt our 
Honorary Member Alan Jackson and font of all knowledge on 
‘Forgotten Greens’, may enlighten us further?

From Cheshire to Ayrshire
Ill health prevented Doddie entering the 1911 championships but 
in 1912 she was encouraged by Gladys to test her ever-improving 
skills to compete in the British at Turnberry. Later in life she 
listed Turnberry as her favourite links, along with Cruden Bay. 

The Cheshire team with the County Finals Shield in 1911. Muriel back right; Gladys, front left; Doris Chambers, front right
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Allan, Muriel  and whiskery friend

It was an exciting time and she will have enjoyed being in the 
presence of all the best players from near and far. However it 
is worth reporting a tale that would never happen today, and 
helps set a scene of unexpected panic! For according to Eleanor 
Helme (what would researchers do without her quick wit and 
entertaining reports?!) within her After the Ball (1931): 

Many things, though, were to happen first. There were the 
Internationals, enlivened on the second day by a most dire 
and terrible commotion. Miss Cecil Leitch, never yet defeated 
in an International match, had overslept herself: somebody 
had forgotten to call her: starting time was approaching: Miss 
Teacher (Scotland) was waiting on the tee. A messenger was 
sent post-haste to the little white house beside the Post Office 
where the Leitch family were staying. Miss Leitch appeared, 
breathless, almost taking bites out of the teacup after the 
manner of the Mad Hatter, and – lo and behold – she was 
beaten. … Who would have thought it of Miss Teacher, 
apparently so dilettante over her golf, so entirely ‘Don’t care’ 
as to whether she won or lost. Perhaps that was on the surface: 
perhaps there was an iron fist under the cotton glove. 

Five little girls are we
One hundred and eighteen competitors assembled for those 
championships of 1912, ‘in the merry month of May’ including 
believe it or not, all the five Leitch sisters, namely Chris, May, 
Peg, Edith and Cecil, the latter and most famous, reaching the 
semi-finals. The standard of play was of the highest order in the 
early rounds, which surprisingly meant countless well-known 
players fell by the wayside. Whilst not picked for the Home 
International matches Doddie played well, reaching the last 

eight, before going down heavily to Gladys. But she had made 
her mark and was definitely the new discovery, and from the 
very first round her opponents came in raving about her and 
saying: 

She’s got the most perfect swing you ever saw, was the least 
ecstatic thing they said … but as happened at St. Andrews, (in 
1908), ‘Who is Miss Leitch?’ but, ‘Which is Miss Dodd?’ And 
when people had discovered that the blue figure who was 
always in fits of laughter was Miss Dodd, all they could say of 
her was, ‘Oh that’s Miss Ravenscroft’s  little friend’!

The coming of age Championship
By 1913 ladies golf had come a long way since the very first event 
in 1893 over the Lytham and St Anne’s Club and The Ladies Golf 
Union was wise in choosing to return to the Club. Naturally it 
had become a sterner test for the new amazons, who propelled 
the ball in a far more aggressive manner than previously, 
especially Miss Cecil Leitch. Miss Pearson (now Mrs Tommy 
Miller), their Secretary, who had contested that very first final, 
(along with Lady Margaret Scott) was still working tirelessly 
on their behalf and still very much in control. Naturally fash-
ions had changed over those intervening years and play had 
improved out of all recognition. There were 127 entries. Whilst 
no Americans had made the journey, Miss Pooley from British 
Columbia was present and gained the considerable scalp of the 
defending champion Gladys in round four, almost causing a 
day of national mourning. What a strange game golf is to be 
sure, for then Miss Pooley was humiliated by Miss Dodd; the 
contests were played in the best of spirits. Miss Parbury, the 
Australian Champion also made a long tiring journey but fell 
at an early fence.

It was considered that Cecil Leitch would win at long 
last, having reached the last four in 1908 at her first attempt; 
whilst Doddie was ‘worth an outside bet’! Within a report by 
The American Golfer, Doddie was described as ‘a girl of com-
paratively slight build with a lithesome figure, an exceedingly 
graceful and easy style of play, and a short game especially 
being wonderfully good’. Further glowing tributes abounded 
but the highest praise came from Mr John Ball no less. For he 
had seen her two or three years previously and declared without 
hesitation that she was the best lady golfer of the time, or at all 
events the best that he had seen, and he had seen nearly all the 
Championships and he prophesied that an early victory would 
be hers. Elsewhere it was suggested that ‘a careful eye be kept 
on one Miss Evelyn Chubb the young player from Mid-Surrey’. 
For whilst Doddie was not one of the longest hitters, Miss 
Chubb was the player with quite the longest backswing! As it 
was, Doddie obliged her many northern admirers by reach-
ing the finals with wins over Mrs Harry Jackson (Greystones, 
County Wicklow) 2/1, Miss Kinlock (Carnoustie) 2 up, Miss B 
Lockwood (Sheffield) 9/7, Mrs Cautley (Thanet, Maidstone) 2 
up, Miss Tobin (County Wicklow) 2/1, semi finals Miss Pooley 
(Walton Heath) 6/4. Then in the first 36 hole final, our young 
hopeful Miss Chubb (Fulwell, Middlesex) in a North v South 
clash, by the grand margin of 8/6.
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Romance is in the air!
This was to be wonderfully happy week for Doddie, now 21 years 
of age, in more ways than one! For whilst her game steadily grew 
in confidence, it was chiefly her short game from 40 yards in, 
that was brilliant and won her many a hole and match. It was 
estimated that 2,000 excited spectators, watched the final. All 
were mightily impressed with Doddie’s play, none more so than 
Allan MacBeth, (one of seven children) a member of the Club. 
He was a fine county player himself, having reached the final of 
the French Open. Initially he had come to cheer on Flora, one 
of his three sisters, but as Miss Helme, who had been keeping 
an eye on the unfolding romance remarked within her After the 
Ball (1931):

Instead, he spent his time running round after the little blue 
figure with the faultless swing, and by the end of the week 
Miss Dodd had won something besides the championship.

Suffragettes cause endless damage
The suffragette movement at this time was especially active 
at many courses and links around the land. St Annes was no 
exception. The Committee took extremely seriously, numerous 
threats to disrupt play. The Boy Scouts and the Army were called 
out for protection over night. In fact we learn within The Lytham 
Century (1886-1986), by the now sadly deceased and greatly 
respected AE ‘Tony’ Nickson, that members received cards 
requesting them to report to a known place. He suggested that: 
‘after ... [members] had suitably fortified themselves in their 
tent near the 6th green, they would have not been disturbed by 
a herd of wild elephants!’

Post card manufacturers, such as The North British Rubber 
Co Ltd, therefore certainly had a field day cashing in on such 
fervent feelings, by publishing a most amusing coloured card 
depicting a lady at the dead of night, pouring a poisonous liquid 
on a green. In turn she was watched by members with torches, 
hiding behind the boundary fence with a caption stating:

DON’T BE SURPRISED IF IT’S YOUR WIFE WHO 
DOCTORS THE GREENS

At the conclusion, Mr Eckersley, Captain of the Club and the 
Marchioness of Ailsa, presented the prizes jointly. The Club also 
presented Mrs Miller with a diamond brooch in recognition of 
her 21 years of service to the Ladies Golf Union.

Exciting foreign adventures
Personally I found Doddie’s second scrap book the most fasci-
nating, as the countless pages are devoted to the tour of Canada, 
when Doddie won their Championship, and Gladys the United 
States crown. Then they travelled back north of the border for a 
prolonged holiday. They were away from September the 10th 1913 
to April the 2nd 1914. Our Cheshire ladies were joined by Miss 
Mabel Harrison the Irish Champion, of the three previous years 
1910-12. Although her home club was The Island, she entered 
the British from her family holiday club, Royal Portrush, which 
was the ‘undisputed Mecca of Irish women’s golf at the time’. 
Needless to say this happy band of young ladies had to pack 

Muriel dodd macbeth

endless trunks of clothes, which would cover the various seasons 
they would encounter. And so they gathered at Liverpool Docks 
along with hoards of The Press eager to ask them questions 
about their pending adventure to which Doddie replied :

We are going across the water primarily for a holiday, but 
we intend to take part in the Canadian and American 
Championships, before spending the winter months on a tour 
through the Dominion. 

Asked as to what were their chances of winning they laugh-
ingly remarked ‘wait and see, for we do not intend to take our 
golf too seriously!’ Reports also pointed out that ‘The Prince’s 
Landing Stage presented a busy scene’ with first of all a Cunard 
Liner coming in from America, whilst Doddie and her friends 
prepared to sail away, ‘in glorious weather on the Cunard RMS 
Victorian’. Throughout their journey they were entertained 
most hospitably by Captain Williams and his crew, who ‘took 
a fatherly interest’ in his three famous passengers. Apparently 
‘they passed twenty icebergs on the way.’ My goodness bearing 
in mind the tragic events of April 15th the previous year 1912, 
and what happened on that horrendous night when the unsink-
able Titanic went down?

This article will be concluded in the next issue of 
Through the Green

Muriel Dodd’s glorious follow-through
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THE LAKES GOLF CLUB in Sydney was founded in 
1928. The course was built around an old Sydney water 
supply. It has, therefore, large tracts of water, and 
choosing a name for the club was an easy matter.

From its early days the course has always been popular as 
a top-level tournament venue. It has a central position in the 
city and, being sand-based, has excellent drainage. It presents a 
formidable challenge to elite players. Strong winds, water, fierce 
scrub and good strategic course design soon sort out the golf-
ers who are in form and those who are not. Among the many 
top professional and amateur events hosted by The Lakes, the 
Australian Open stands out, held in 1964, 1980, 1992 and sched-
uled again for 2010. But another event, The Lakes International 
Cup, a now almost-forgotten series of international matches 
held between 1934 and 1954, also stands out and is the subject 
of this article.

Australia vs The United States
The Lakes International Cup was a match between a team of 
Australian professional golfers and a team of American profes-
sional golfers. The format, being rounds of 36-hole foursomes 
followed by 36-hole singles, had similarities to the format of 
the Ryder Cup of that era. For the first match in 1934 The Lakes 
GC guaranteed the Australian PGA ₤1,000 toward the cost of 

bringing the six-man American team to Sydney: Harry Cooper, 
Leo Diegel, Ky Laffoon, Paul Runyan, Denny Shute and Craig 
Wood. A star-studded team indeed! The £1000 contributed by 
The Lakes GC to meet the expenses of staging the inaugural 
Cup was raised by voluntary subscriptions by the members; 
some 200 members subscribed. The Lakes GC also donated the 
trophy to be known as the Lakes International Cup.

The Lakes International Cup was held on four occasions 
1934, 1936, 1952 and 1954, after which the event lapsed. In 1952 
the number of players on each side was reduced to four, but the 
number of matches was increased by splitting the event between 
two cities, Melbourne (Huntingdale GC) and Sydney in 1952, 
Perth (Lake Karrinyup CC) and Sydney in 1954, still maintain-
ing each match in 36-hole format.

The event generated a great deal of interest in the Australian 
public. Gate money was charged. Crowds of about 10,000 flocked 
to see their Australian heroes do battle with the American stars. 
Both teams included winners of the four major professional 
championships2.

Spin-off benefits.
For the American players the chance to play competitive golf in 
the off-season was welcome;  they also played in other Australian 
tournaments and in popular exhibition matches.

Australia’s Ryder Cup

by
Michael Sheret

The two teams at the 1954 event



 |  39Australia’s ryder cup  

The Lakes Open was inaugurated in 1934, especially to give 
the visiting American players the opportunity to play another 
Australian tournament. In 1934 the American team donated 
their £500 purse from the Cup to the prize pool for the Open. 
Ironically Craig Wood won The Lakes Open in that inaugural 
year with the excellent score of 283, including a course record 67 
in the final round, and the Americans took the next five places. 
The Lakes Open remained a major event in the Australian 
calendar until it lapsed after 1974.

The Lakes International Cup in 1952 initiated a strong 
reciprocal arrangement between The Lakes and Huntingdale. 
Since 1952 there has been an annual teams match between the 
two clubs, alternating between Sydney and Melbourne, playing 
for a trophy donated by the American team of 1952.

The Ampol Oil Company, which sponsored The Lakes 
International Cup in 1952 and 1954, scheduled the Ampol 
Tournament to fit in with the visit of the American team. The 
whole American team played in the Ampol Tournament, which 
at that time had the largest prize pool in Australia.

Results
November 1934 at The Lakes Golf Club.
USA 9, Australia 0.
Foursomes
K Laffoon & C Wood defeated W Bolger & J Spence, 5 & 4.
P Runyan & H Cooper defeated R Stewart & S Richardson, 6 & 5.
D Shute & L Diegel defeated E Naismith & J Cohen. 7 & 6.
Singles
K Laffoon defeated W Bolger, 3 & 1.
H Cooper defeated J Spence, 2 & 1.
C Wood defeated S Richardson, 4 & 3.
P Runyan defeated E Naismith, 7 & 5.
D Shute defeated J Cohen, 4 & 3.
L Diegel defeated R Stewart, 9 & 8.

February 1936 at Lakewood Country Club, Long Beach, 
California
USA 7½, Australia 1½
Foursomes
P Runyan & S Parks defeated S Richardson & J Cohen, 3 & 1.
H Cooper & H Smith defeated W Bolger & M Kelly, 5 & 4.
H Picard & O Dutra defeated E Naismith & G Naismith 4 & 3.
Singles
S Parks lost to M Kelly, 6 & 5.
P Runyan halved with G Naismith.
H Smith defeated W Bolger 9 & 8.
H Cooper defeated S Richardson, 10 & 8.
H Picard defeated E Naismith, 6 & 5.
O Dutra defeated J Cohen, 2 & 1.

Oct – Nov 1952 at Huntingdale Golf Club and The Lakes 
Golf Club.
USA 7, Australia 5.
Foursomes at Huntingdale
E Oliver & J Turnesa defeated N Von Nida & O Pickworth, 3 & 2.
L Mangrum & J Demaret defeated P Thomson & K Nagle, 2 up.
Singles at Huntingdale
J Turnesa lost to P Thomson, 2 & 1.
L Mangrum defeated N Von Nida, 4 & 3.

J Demaret defeated O Pickworth, 3 & 2.
E Oliver lost to K Nagle, 2 & 1.
Foursomes at The Lakes
L Mangrum & J Demaret lost to N Von Nida & O Pickworth, 4 & 3.
E Oliver & J Turnesa defeated P Thomson & K Nagle, 5 & 4.
Singles at The Lakes
E Oliver lost to N Von Nida, 4 & 3.
J Demaret defeated K Nagle, 5 & 4.
L Mangrum defeated O Pickworth, 2 & 1.
J Turnesa lost to P Thomson, 5 & 4.

Oct – Nov 1954 at Lake Karrinyup Country Club and The 
Lakes Golf Club.
Australia 7, USA 5.
Foursomes at Lake Karrinyup
N Von Nida & K Nagle defeated T Bolt & D Douglas, 1 up.
O Pickworth & J McInnes lost to E Harrison & M Furgol, 7 & 5.
Singles at Lake Karrinyup
O Pickworth defeated D Douglas, 9 & 8.
N Von Nida defeated T Bolt, 3 & 2.
K Nagle lost to M Furgol, 3 & 2.
J McInnes lost to E Harrison, 3 & 2.
Foursomes at The Lakes
O Pickworth & K Nagle defeated E Harrison & T Bolt, 3 &2.
N Von Nida & J McInnes defeated M Furgol & D Douglas, 3 &1.
Singles at The Lakes
J McInnes lost to D Douglas, 3 & 2.
K Nagle halved with M Furgol.
N Von Nida halved with E Harrison.
O Pickworth defeated T Bolt, 1 up.

Poster advertising the inaugural 1934 match at The Lakes
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Afterword
Exactly why The Lakes International Cup was never played 
again after 1954 is not clear. The most likely reason is lack of 
commercial sponsorship, with Ampol Oil, the sponsor in 1952 
and 1954, concentrating on its own tournament, which ran 
until 1959. A dispute in 1954 over match fees for the players 
may also have contributed to discontinuation of the Cup. The 
Australian players were not given a match fee. In an attempt to 
make its position clear Ampol made a statement to the press 
(Sydney Morning Herald, 24 October 1954) that the American 
players were contracted at $5000 per player to come to Australia 
and play in The Lakes International Cup and the Ampol 
Tournament.

An interesting feature over the years of the Cup was the 
steady improvement in the standard of play of the Australian 
team as evidenced by the results. The 1952 Cup was a particu-
larly thrilling and close encounter. It prompted the American 
Captain, Jimmy Demaret, to announce in the press that Great 
Britain and Ireland, then regularly losing Ryder Cup matches, 
would do well to widen its scope and include the Australian 
players. One can only speculate on what the Ryder Cup might 
look like today if Demaret’s suggestion, and others like it in the 
international media, had been taken up3.

Notes
It was thought that the trophy for The Lakes International 1. 

Cup had been lost. During the course of research for this article the 
large base complete with inscriptions was discovered in storage at 
The Lakes Golf Club. The large cup/bowl mounted on the base is still 
missing. Currently The Lakes GC is arranging for a replica to be made 
and mounted on the original base and so restoring the Trophy to its 
original glory. The inscription on the base, not decipherable from the 
photograph on this page, reads:

THE LAKES CUP
FOR INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION

BY TEAMS PLAYING THE ROYAL AND ANCIENT 
GAME OF GOLF

Presented by
THE LAKES GOLF CLUB

Sydney Australia
Winners of majors in the American teams: Craig Wood (US 2. 

Open 1941, US Masters 1941); Denny Shute (The Open 1933, USPGA 
1936, 1937); Leo Diegel (USPGA 1928, 1929); Paul Runyan (USPGA 
1934, 1938); Sam Parks (US Open 1935); Horton Smith (US Masters 
1934, 1936); Henry Picard (USPGA 1939, US Masters 1938); Olin 
Dutra (US Open 1934, USPGA 1932); Jim Turnesa (USPGA 1952); 
Lloyd Mangrum (US Open 1946); Jimmy Demaret (US Masters 1940, 
1947, 1950); Tommy Bolt (US Open 1958). In 1954 Ed Furgol, the 
reigning US Open Champion (and no relation to Marty Furgol), 
travelled to Australia with the team but had to withdraw because of 
injury, and Dave Douglas was flown out as a substitute. Major winners 
in the Australian teams: Peter Thomson (The Open 1954, 1955, 1956, 
1958 and 1965) and Kel Nagle (The Open 1960).

In the early fifties the media frequently suggested that 3. 
the Ryder Cup needed a broadening of the Great Britain & Ireland 
team. The closeness of the match between Great Britain and the 
Commonwealth & Empire in 1956 for the short-lived Slazenger 
Trophy gave some credence to these suggestions. Perhaps Great 
Britain & Ireland’s marvellous but unexpected victory in the Ryder 
Cup of 1957 stifled these suggestions, albeit temporarily.

Reports of the matches frequently mention that both the 4. 
American and Australian PGAs supported The Lakes International 
Cup. Other than the fact that both teams were official PGA teams, 
the author has been unabl;e to get much information on the nature 
or extent of that support. To get the Australian PGA to America for 
the 1936 match, the Australian PGA raised funds through a public 
appeal. Golf Clubs throughout Australia contributed to this appeal. 
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IT IS SURPRISING how little has been written about the 
Troon Clubs considering the general consensus amongst 
golf historians that these six woods and two irons are the 
oldest extant relics of the game of golf. 

The clubs are currently displayed at the British 
Golf Museum in St Andrews on loan from 
Royal Troon and the woods are thought to be 
from the early eighteenth century; the irons 
from the seventeenth century. However, the 
woods at least may well be more than 100 years 
older than this.

Early descriptions
The discovery of the clubs in Hull, England 
was reported in the August 15, 1898 issue of 
The Times and the article was reprinted in The 
Book of Golf and Golfers by Hutchinson (1899) 
and in Golf magazine (August 26, 1898). In 
summary, around 1898, during renovations 
of an old mansion in Hull, the clubs, and a 
newspaper dated 1741, were discovered in 
a previously boarded-up cupboard. The house, which had 
been inhabited for many years by a family of burgesses named 
Maisters, had apparently burned down in 1700 and was rebuilt. 
To have survived, the clubs must have been deposited in the 
cupboard after the fire. The owner of the mansion at the time of 
the discovery was Mr JC Sykes, a merchant;  he dispatched the 
clubs to Ayrshire where they came into the possession of Adam 
Wood, an ex-captain of Troon Golf Club. In 1915 Mr Wood 
donated the clubs to what is now Royal Troon Golf Club.

The Times article (which can be easily accessed via the 
internet by going to Google Books, searching for The Book of 
Golf and Golfers and reading pages 295 to 300) points out that 
the clubs look ‘antiquated’ and somewhat crude compared to 
the clubs of the day and that Mr Balfour, Leader of the House 
of Commons (Captain of the R&A 1894-95 and later Prime 
Minister) was of the opinion that the clubs might be from the 
period of the Stuart Kings. The writer wrongly suggests that 
the eight clubs are a set. The six woods are actually three pairs, 

The Troon Clubs

each having a play club and a spoon with thorn heads and ash 
shafts; the irons have a heavy spur toe and a light square toe. 
(Could it be that the clubs were used by three players who 

also shared the irons? A single caddie could 
easily have carried all eight clubs.) It is also 
notable that there is no putter. The article 
also compares the clubs in weight and length 
to those of Willie Fernie, the 1883 Open 
Champion and Troon professional, and, not 
unexpectedly, discovers that the wooden 
clubs are much longer and the irons much 
heavier than Fernie’s. However, the Troon 
woods have much flatter lies.

At the end of the article that the issues 
of ownership and maker are discussed as 
follows:
 
Perhaps, however, the most interesting feature 
of the clubs is a stamped device which every 
one of them bears. The apparently black 
colouring matter used in the impression has 

grown very dim and much defaced, but as it 
has been repeated forty-four times over the clubs its details are 
certain. Essentially it consists of a figure whose outline may 
be described as a rhombus with the obtuse angles rounded, 
or an ellipse with the ends run to a point, containing a series 
of characters. In the upper angle there is a royal crown, in the 
lower a Scotch thistle, in the middle between those emblems 
a five-rayed star, on the left-hand side of the star the letter I 
(which may stand for J), and on the right-hand side of the 
star the letter C. The specific characters are isolated and of the 
natural colour of the wood, while the ground was black, so 
that the figure must have been impressed by stamping and not 
by stenciling – a common form of mechanical reproduction in 
early days. The outline of the characters is rude and irregular. 
In the case of the wooden clubs the imprint is placed on the 
head where the name of the maker is now found, and in the 
case of the irons it is placed on the shaft adjacent to the grip. 
On each of the wooden clubs the figure is repeated six times, 
so as to imitate the general shape of the original, and on the 
iron clubs four times with the same intent. What relationship 
this combination of letters and symbols bears to the clubs, 
whether it denotes ownership or identifies the maker, cannot 
be said with certainty; but it may be assumed that the letters 

A theory on provenance
from

Ian Crowe
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do represent the name of the maker, and that the symbols may 
denote a special permission on the part of one or other of the 
Kings of Scotland, equivalent to a monopoly of the kind that 
is granted to certain tradesmen of today in the use of the royal 
arms.

Reassessment
The conclusions reached above were challenged by Alastair and 
James Johnston in their indispensable work The Chronicles of 
Golf: 1457 to 1857 (see 1741, pages 186 – 189) where they wrote 
as follows:
 

On the latter point, most of today’s golf historians would 
exercise more caution in postulating such a theory. No 
monarch since James II was deposed in 1688 has shown 
any propensity for golf. It is unlikely that the office of Royal 
Clubmaker, which we know was first established in 1602 
and was still in existence in 1669, survived until the 1740’s. 
What is intriguing, however, is the coupling within the motif, 
of the Crown (representative of the reigning monarch) and 
the Thistle (symbol of Scotland). However, the Kingdom of 
Scotland as an independent preserve dissolved in 1603 with 
the Union of the Crowns. Dare we speculate that the date 
of manufacture of these clubs, portraying a stamp of royal 
approval or licensed under the King’s prerogative, could be 
attributed to a period before 1603? The suggestion by The 
Times that the markings recognized a trade monopoly of some 
kind is also unfounded, as we have found no historical record 
of any exclusive privilege being granted to any particular 
clubmaker. We have also happened upon and identified 
several clubmakers in the 17th and 18th centuries, with no 
allusion to any of them having been awarded any particular 
protected right in pursuing their trade.

The proposition that the letters incorporated in the 
symbol represent the name of the maker is also dubious. 
Wooden golf clubs and the heavy, ponderous irons were so 
different in composition that they required entirely separate 
crafting techniques and facilities. Wooden clubs could be 
carved and shaped by those more accustomed, perhaps, to 
fashioning bows and arrows. The metal clubs, on the other 
hand, would have had to have been hammered into shape 
in foundries by blacksmiths or even, given the magnitude of 
the task, by those more accustomed to working with ‘heavy 
duty’ processes, such as armourers. Therefore, it is unlikely, 

in our opinion, that the symbols on these clubs, consistent 
as between woods and irons, would designate a common 
manufacturer.

The most pragmatic theory would, however, focus on the 
nature of these markings more probably identifying the owner 
of the clubs. They tend to suggest that the family from whence 
they came was of aristocratic Scottish heritage with, perhaps, 
direct blood ties to the royal line. If indeed this is that case 
and the family did have some prominence, then it is unlikely 
that these golf clubs would be the only heirloom evidencing 
its existence. It is not unreasonable to surmise that light might 
one day be shed on the origins of these implements whenever 
chance or effort results in someone comparing these insignia 
with similar markings depicted upon other artifacts from the 
same ancestral line.

A theory
Three obvious questions remain unanswered. Who owned these 
precious implements, who made them and how old are they? 
I believe that the clubs belonged to James VI of Scotland and I 
of Britain and that William Mayne made them for him in the 
early 1600s. (When James received confirmation from the Privy 
Council that he would be King of Britain, he quickly moved the 
royal court from Edinburgh to London and, somewhat surpris-
ingly, at the same time, in April 1603, appointed Mayne as his 
personal clubmaker).

 My reasoning is based primarily on the lozenge/rhombus 
and its contents and, in addition, on historical records: 

The Lozenge itself is a token of noble birth and also •	
represents constancy and honesty.
The Crown represents royalty and would only have •	
been used by royalty or with their consent. As there 
is little, if any, evidence that clubmakers stamped or 
marked their clubs before the end of the eighteenth 
century it is unlikely that the Crown denotes a royal 
warranty.
The Thistle represents Scotland.•	
A Thistle topped with a Crown is called a Stuart Thistle •	
and was used for over 150 years on Scottish coinage 
by all Stuart monarchs from James V to Charles II.
The Mullet or five-pointed star denotes some divine •	

The Stuart Thistle Coin of James I
Drawing of lozenge on 

Troon Club
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quality from above, celestial goodness, a noble 
person and, in cadency, is the mark of the third son. 
In heraldry, cadency is a system used to distinguish 
among members of the same family on coats of arms 
and, in the case of royalty, to show succession.

The combination of these symbols suggests that the stamp 
denotes the birth of a third son to a Scottish king.

 This leaves only the letters I and C to be deciphered and I 
believe that these represent IACOBUS and CAROLUS ie Latin 
for James and Charles. I am interested in old Scottish coins and 
have purchased a few books on the subject. On examining the 
coinage of the Stuart monarchs I note the similarities between 
the symbols on many of the coins and the symbols on the Troon 
Clubs. In this regard, James VI was the most consistent in using 
the thistle and the crown together and also, in his case, in using 
the letters I (Iacobus) on the right and R (Rex) on the left.

When I first examined the family of James VI (1566 – 
1625), I found that his first son, the Prince of Wales, was 
Henry (Frederick) Stuart, born 19th February 1594 and died 
6th November 1612. His second son appeared to be Charles, 
who succeeded James as Charles I, was born 19th November 
1600 and  beheaded on 30th January 1649.  However, on closer 
examination I discovered that, in July, 1595, another child was 
stillborn. The sex of this child was not recorded but, if it were 
a boy, Charles would, indeed, be the third son but second in 
succession. As best I can ascertain none of the Stuart kings prior 
to James VI had sons whose names began with the letter C.

In addition to the above, from historical records, we also 
know the following:-
 James VI was a golfer as was his mother Mary Queen of Scots

His sons, Henry and Charles, were both golfers•	
In 1603 William Mayne was appointed ‘Maister •	
fledger (arrowmaker), bower (bowmaker), clubmaker, 
and speir-maker to his Hienes’. As a spear maker he 
may have worked with metal as well as wood and may 
well have been capable of making iron clubs as well 
as woods. 

This theory that the Troon Clubs were commissioned by 
James VI in celebration of the birth of his son Charles (the last 
monarch born in Scotland) has its basis in historically recorded 
facts. However, there are still numerous questions that remain 
unanswered. Were the clubs made when Charles was born in 
1600 (and was Mayne making clubs for James at this point) or 
after Henry died in 1612 and Charles became the heir to the 
throne or even later? Why are there three pairs of play clubs 
and spoons, a square toe and a spur toe? Why, when we know 
that golf has been played in Scotland since before 1457, have 
no similar wooden clubs been found? These clubs probably 
survived because they were royal clubs, were well made by the 
best clubmaker in the land, were little used and were well cared 
for.

 As I said, this is a theory based on facts but I would 
strongly encourage those more informed than I in Scottish 
history, heraldry, coinage and golf to add their comments for 

and against my conclusion. What is most important is that we 
do all we can to establish, with the highest degree of accuracy 
possible, the rightful place in golf ’s long history for these 
ancient and most important relics.
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gOLF ON TELEVISION in the UK grew dramatically 
between 1960 and 1967. Part of this growth was 
fuelled by new technologies such as videotape, 
satellite transmissions and colour transmissions. 

The advent of BBC 2 and changing philosophies within the 
ITV companies played a part. At the same time, there were 
developments in America that would have a huge influence on 
the types of golf seen on British television. Finally, there was the 
world-wide appeal of Arnold Palmer, Jack Nicklaus and Gary 
Player; an appeal which was fully exploited and marketed by 
Mark McCormack.

It is necessary to look at some of the developments in 
America to be able to understand what then happened in Britain. 
The US Open was first broadcast nationally in 1954, the Masters 
in 1956 and the US PGA Championship in 1958. Meanwhile, as 
early as 1957, the year before the PGA Championship was shown 
nationally, a new type of golf programme was beginning to be 
shown on American television, one which featured the leading 
professionals, but eliminated the challenges associated with 
covering tournament golf live.  

The idea was to create a competitive format featuring the 
leading players, record and edit the matches and then show 
them weekly, building the suspense in instalments. The first 
significant programme of this type was All Star Golf. It was 
based on the premise of the winner of the first match then being 
challenged and staying in the event until beaten. The total prize 
money on offer stood at $40,000 in 1963.1 It started on ABC and 
then moved to NBC after five seasons.

In 1960, NBC unveiled World Championship Golf. This was 
a match-play tournament, starting with 32 players with a total 
purse of $171,000, which then produced a grand final as the 
climax to the season.2 Variations soon proliferated. Celebrity 
Golf with Sam Snead lived up to its title. Snead would play a 
nine-hole match with Hollywood personalities, who then 
donated their fee (and any winnings) to their favourite charity. 
Snead then gave a golf tip at the end of each programme.3 Dow 
Finsterwald recorded 156 five-minute golf tips in 1960, which 

Waiting for the Grass to Turn Green

A Survey of Golf on Television 1960-1967
Episode 1: Sowing the Seeds: 1960-1965 

by
Peter N Lewis

could be aired in any combination, under the title of Golf Tips 
with Dow Finsterwald. 4

Two years later Shell’s Wonderful World of Golf made its 
debut, followed by  Challenge Golf (1963), CBS Golf Classic (1964) 
and Big Three Golf  (1965). 5 Shell’s Wonderful World of Golf was a 
series of one-on-one matches shot on courses around the world. 
Challenge Golf was devised by Mark McCormack and Palmer. It 
saw Palmer and Player take on a team of challengers in a best-
ball match, with a total prize fund for the season of $156,000.6 
CBS Golf Classic was a sixteen-team knock out tournament 
in matchplay format.7 Big Three Golf , another McCormack 
concept,  saw Palmer, Nicklaus and Player compete against one 
another in a season long stroke play competition for a first prize 
of $50,000 which Nicklaus won in the first season.8

These programmes were slickly-produced and they were 
on film. This meant that they could easily be exported to other 
markets such as the United Kingdom. More importantly, 
these programmes showcased – the stars of the game playing 
on courses never seen before by British viewers.9 It is hardly 
surprising that the existence of these TV series prompted quite 
a bit of debate in the UK.

Meanwhile there was a development in America which 
would have a huge impact on the future of live tournament 
golf. On the 10th of July 1962, the first communications satel-
lite, Telstar, was launched. It went into what is called a non-
synchronous orbit, which meant that there were limited times 
when there could be transmissions between two countries as 
the satellite had to be in line of sight of both the sending and 
receiving  points.10 The first geostationary satellite, Syncom III 
was launched on the 19th of August 1964. It orbited the earth at 
the same speed as the planet, so it effectively stayed in the same 
place – so to speak. Intelsat 1, or Early Bird, which was launched 
on the 6th of April 1965, made transmitting for eighteen hours a 
day possible.11 It became feasible to broadcast golf tournaments 
live across continents. Again, we shall see the impact this had 
on the BBC in particular when it came to golf.

Meanwhile, in Britain, the government appointed the 
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Pilkington Committee in July 1960 to look at the organisation 
of the whole broadcasting industry and programming and it 
delivered its report on the 1st of June 1962. From the point of 
view of this study, the main actions which arose out of the report 
and subsequent Television Act of 1963 were the go ahead to set 
up BBC 2, which would transmit on 625 lines, and a firm com-
mitment to the launch of colour television.12 These innovations 
would transform the technical quality of British television.

1960 – A slow start and dramatic finish
Only three golf events were broadcast live on BBC in 1960, the 
lowest number since 1955.  However, on the 20th of May, women’s 
golf made its debut on television with two days coverage of the 
Curtis Cup.13 Henry Longhurst and Bill Cox did the commentary 
for the foursomes on the 20th of May and then the action from 
the 21st of May as part of Grandstand. This proved to be a bit of a 
false dawn for the women’s game on television as there were no 
subsequent live broadcasts for the rest of the period.

The cameras were at St Andrews for the 1960 Open and 
Longhurst and Cox did the commentating. The coverage was 
scheduled for the Thursday and Friday and was completely 
intertwined with the Third Test against South Africa. The fourth 
round was washed away on the 8th of July and had to be played 
on the morning of the 9th.  The cameras were there and accord-
ing to The Times, the coverage was scheduled for 11:25-13:00. The 
BBC cameras covered the first and second holes, along with the 
sixteenth green and the seventeenth and eighteenth holes as well 
as the sixth through thirteenth holes out on the loop.14

The final event for the year was the Dunlop Masters 
Tournament on the 16th and 17th of September. Once again, the 
team of commentators was Longhurst and Cox. On the 17th, 
it was part of Grandstand. So the BBC had shown three live 
events, with a total of seven outside broadcast days.

But the year was not yet finished. On the 11th of December, 
a series made its debut on Scottish Television (STV) that 
caused a sensation and would shape the debate about golf on 
television for the coming years. The show in question was World 
Championship Golf, a pre-recorded, made for television import 
from America. Its six-month run greatly excited the golfing 
press.15 Golf Monthly in its 19th Hole column in January 1961 
praised the production values:

At times helicopters have been used to give aerial shots. The 
matches are brilliantly presented on the TV screen. Not only 
is the camera-work excellent but everything is done to keep 
the viewer feeling that he is actually on the spot watching 
the match. After the tee shots have been played at each hole 
a diagrammatic lay-out of the hole is flashed on the screen 
showing where each ball finished. Then, after the shots to the 
green have been played another diagrammatic view is given 
of the green area, showing how the balls lie and the distance 
that they are from the hole.  

It finished by saying that 

commercial programme contractors in other parts of Britain 
are waiting to see the outcome of this STV venture.  If it proves 
successful then the series may well be screened in other parts 
of Britain. 16

In his column in the same magazine in April, 1961, Dai Rees 
praised it as an excellent show.17 Whatever its qualities, it could 
only be seen in central Scotland.

1961 – Rain Stops Debut
The BBC kicked off its golf coverage for 1961 with the final day 
coverage of the Martini International Club Tournament on the 
6th of May as part of Grandstand with Henry Longhurst and Bill 
Cox doing the commentary. The Sportsview programme on the 
7th of  June 1961 contained a ‘special film report’ of the Canada 
Cup from Puerto Rico. This was a first for the BBC as it was the 
first imported tournament golf event. 

Sportsview then carried a special report from Royal Birkdale 
on the evening of the first round of  The Open in 1961. The 
second and third days of The Open were scheduled to be shown 
live on the 13th and 14th of July but things did not go to plan. 
The final two rounds were supposed to be played on Friday the 
14th but they were washed out by heavy rain. The final 36 holes 
were then played on Saturday the 15th. It has to be assumed that 
play on the Saturday was shown as part of Grandstand as the 
broadcast recording of the final round survives.18 Longhurst and 
Cox were joined by Peter West, who did the interviews.19

The storm that wiped out play on the Friday did more than 
delay the final two rounds by a day. It delayed The Open’s debut 
on American television by a year. The story goes like this. In 
early 1961, the Royal & Ancient Golf Club signed a new two year 
agreement with the BBC. Under this agreement, the Club was to 
receive £1,250 for the TV rights and 50% of any overseas rights 
generated by the BBC.  The Championship Committee noted at 
its meeting on the 11th of  June 1961 that ‘we expect to receive half 
of the $5,000 being paid by an American Company’.

That American company was ABC, whose new sports 
anthology programme, Wide World of Sports made its network 
debut on the 29th of  April 1961. On the 20th of May 1961, it 
showed a recording of the FA Cup Final and keeping with that 
overseas theme, it had bought the rights from the BBC to show a 
recording of the 1961 Open. This was prompted, to some extent, 
by the participation of Arnold Palmer. It was scheduled to be 

 Player and Palmer filmed at St Andrews for Wide World of Sport 
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shown on Saturday the 15th at 17:00 Eastern Daylight Time.20 
The plan must have been to fly the recording back to the States 
after the finish of the Championship on the 14th. With the five 
hour time difference working in its favour, this would have 
allowed ample to time to be ready for the broadcast on the 15th. 
But, of course, there was no play on the 14th and therefore no 
American broadcast on the 15th. So British rain had stopped play 
being shown in America. At the Championship Committee 
meeting on the 18th of September 1961, it was reported that ‘a 
letter from the BBC requesting that in view of the bad weather 
at the Open, the American Broadcasting Company should not 
be asked to pay any fee, was read to the meeting. In view of 
the circumstances, it was agreed to forego the payment on this 
occasion’.21 American audiences would have to wait until 1962 
to see The Open. 22

Although The Open was not shown in America in 1961, the 
abortive attempt did have a profound impact on the technol-
ogy of covering golf. The 1961 Open was recorded on videotape 
rather than being a tele-recording. In 1956, the Ampex video 
recording system made its debut in America and rapidly 
became the industry standard there.  Both the BBC and ITV 
purchased Ampex machines. ITV first used it on the 26th of 
June 1958 and the BBC followed on the 1st of October of the same 
year. By September 1959, the BBC had six Ampex machines 
and a mobile version was introduced in 1961. The early Ampex 
machines were expensive and difficult to use for editing.23 The 
R&A’s Championship Committee minutes of the 11th of June 
1961 clearly state that the Club was to receive ‘50% of any fee 
paid to them [the BBC] by overseas interests for video tape 
reproduction’. This leap in technology paved the way for the 
first evening highlights programme of The Open in 1962, which 
were on videotape.24

The final live event broadcast by the BBC in 1961 was the 
Ryder Cup. Coverage began with a preview programme as part 
of Sportsview two days before the start of the match. There was 
then live coverage of both days, on the 13th and 14th of October, 
with Longhurst and Cox in the booth. So, as in 1960, the BBC 
had only shown three live events plus the recorded highlights 
of the Canada Cup. The number of outside broadcast days had 
actually decreased with five in 1961 compared to seven in 1960. 
It had been a meagre year for live golf on the BBC, but a marker 
for the future had been put down with the use of videotape, the 
attempt to show The Open in America and the importing of the 
Canada Cup highlights.  

Meanwhile, STV imported its second American series, 
Celebrity Golf with Sam Snead which ran from the 7th of 
September 1961 until the 22nd of December 1961. Again, it 
was not networked and the viewing audience was limited to 
the central Scotland area. So whereas the reports in the press 
alerted the rest of the country to what was being seen there, it 
was only seen in the one region. It is hardly surprising that the 
golfing press was quite vocal about the state of televised golf in 
Britain.

1962 – The Quest for Golf
What is surprising is that they were more vocal about the lack 
of pre-recorded programmes than the small amount of live golf 
on television broadcast in 1961. In his Golf Monthly column in 
January 1962, Dai Rees wrote:

I am surprised, and a trifle disappointed that not one of 
the commercial TV companies in England has yet had the 
enterprise to follow in the footsteps of Scottish Television and 
give us a programme of filmed golf matches.  

He went on to praise World Championship Golf and then argued 
that ‘some folk in authority in television in England seem to 
imagine that a programme of this nature would have a very 
limited appeal, and that only golfers would watch it. They are 
wrong. That has been proved, both in Scotland and the United 
States.’ He felt that ‘more and more people want to see the top 
players in action, and I am sure the appetite of many more would 
be whetted if we were to get some of the canned filmed matches 
shown on TV screens in England’. This lack of programming 
was made more frustrating by the fact that matches destined for 
America were being filmed in Britain.  He pointed out that the 
Palmer versus Player match had been filmed in St Andrews as 
had one between Henry Cotton and Gene Sarazen. Rees himself 
had played against Jerry Barber at Wentworth. (These latter two 
were for the new Shell’s Wonderful World of Golf). He pointed 
out that  ‘viewers in America are seeing all these matches and 
many others.  It will be a pity if we do not get the chance to see 
them in Britain’.25 

The new magazine, Golf World, which started in March 1962, 
went further. It conducted a survey with all the ITV regions and 
the BBC, asking three questions:

Has your company any plans for presenting golf 1. 
programmes, of British or American origin, live or 
filmed?
Do you think that television golf would be as successful 2. 
commercially in Britain as it is in other countries, 
notably American and Japan, where golf programmes 
are networked nationally and receive huge audiences?
If no golf programmes are envisaged, could you briefly 3. 
outline the reasons why your company will not be 
presenting such programmes?26

The responses from all the companies were published in the 
May 1962 issue. None of the ITV companies had any plans to 
produce live golf or import any of the American series. The 
recurring themes were that they felt that there was only a 
minority audience for golf and that there were problems with 
the percentage of imported programmes they were allowed to 
show combined with the number of hours they were allowed 
to broadcast. Some were doing things at a very local level. 
Border Television was ‘currently running a series of weekly 
teaching lessons by a well-known golf professional (John More 
of Carlisle). This seems to us to be the most useful contribution 
that we can make for our golfing audience’. Grampian intended 
‘to run a golf series starting in the Spring and running through 
the year’.  Southern Television had run ‘a weekly series in which 
Max Faulkner challenged the leading amateur at a number of 
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courses in our area over the best hole on the course’. So there 
was little meaningful activity within the ITV companies. 27

Richard Bright, the Television Publicity Organiser at the 
BBC replied that ‘the BBC regularly televises the Ryder Cup, 
the Open Championship and when the courses are suitable and 
equipment is available, the Daks, the Martini and the Swallow-
Penfold tournaments.’ He went on to say that ‘we do not believe 
that there is a sufficiently large audience to justify our placing a 
series of programmes on golf, as in America. There is no doubt 
that the game is much more popular in the USA than it is in 
these islands as a whole’.

The BBC’s live coverage began with the Martini International 
Club Tournament on the 5th of May 1962. Interestingly, only the 
second round was shown. The Penfold-Swallow Tournament 
returned to the TV screens for the first time since 1959 when 
the final day was covered as part of Grandstand on the 26th of 
May. Similarly, the final day of the Daks Tournament was shown 
on the 9th of June, again as part of Grandstand. The coverage of 
The Open began, as usual, with the second round on the 12th of 
July.  There was no preview programme as there had been the 
previous year. On the 13th of July, play was shown live in three 
segments starting at 12:30. Viewers who were not at home on 
a Friday afternoon were in for a treat. That night, for the first 
time ever for any golf event, there was an evening highlights 
programme at 23:15 covering the third and fourth rounds. Of 
even more significance was that The Open was seen for the 
first time in America as part of ABC’s Wide World of Sports on 
Sunday, the 15th of July 1962.28

Despite Richard Bright’s comments earlier in the year, 
the BBC imported its first pre-recorded American golf pro-
gramme, All Star Golf in America, which it broadcast on the 
15th of September. The programme featured Palmer, Nicklaus 
and Player and was described as ‘an edited recording of this 
week’s special challenge match at Akron Ohio for a first prize 
of $50,000’. 29

The BBC’s golf season ended with live coverage of the last 
two days of the Senior Service Open Tournament on the 21st and 
the 22nd of September. As with all the live golf shown on BBC 
in 1962, the only two commentators credited in Radio Times 
were Longhurst and Cox. The BBC had shown five live events 
in 1962 compared to three the previous year. Altogether there 
was a total of seven outside broadcast days. In addition, it had 
imported one programme, so there was a total of eight golf days, 
up two from the previous year.

As one would expect from the Golf World survey, there were 
smatterings of golf on ITV. For example, in March, Grampian 
showed an instructional series imported from the States fronted 
by Lloyd Mangrum and Betty Hicks. STV produced a novelty 
match of ‘Ryder Cup v Show Business’, which it screened on the 
28th of April and Anglia TV showed it on the same day.

In terms of the golfing press, the year ended as it had begun. 
Percy Huggins in his December editorial in Golf Monthly 
wrote:

This is the time of year when millions of American golfers, 
as well as millions of non-golfers, settle down in front of 
their TV screens to enjoy watching matches between star 
professional golfers of the world, specially filmed for showing 
on television…Indeed one American network is screening 
more than 100 hours of golf this winter. This being so we are 
puzzled by the reluctance of the majority of the independent 
TV companies in Britain to follow in the footsteps of their 
money-wise American brothers…Yet the TV companies in 
England fight shy of the idea.  More is the pity.  We believe 
that they would find it profitable to join in.30

Meanwhile, the BBC tied up the rights to broadcast The Open 
with The R&A. The Corporation agreed to pay the Club £2,000 
in 1963 for both The Open and the Walker Cup and £1,500 
for The Open in 1964. There was an option at the same price 
for 1965. The R&A would also continue to receive 50% of any 
overseas sales.31

1963 – The Quest Continues
The BBC’s live coverage of the 1963 golf season started with 
the Penfold-Swallow Tournament when the last two days were 
shown on the 10th and 11th of May. Both days of the Walker Cup 
were then shown on the 24th and the 25th of May. This was fol-
lowed by the Daks Tournament on the 14th and the 15th of June. 
Live coverage of The Open began with the second round on 
the 11th of July. There was then a 25-minute evening highlights 
programme that night starting at 21:25, the first ever such pro-
gramme for the second day of the Championship. The third and 
fourth rounds were covered live on 12th of July, accompanied by 
a fifteen-minute evening highlights broadcast, starting at 22:35. 
The fourth round ended in a tie between Bob Charles and Phil 
Rodgers and they played for the title the next day. The BBC 
added an extra day to the schedule to cover this live. The holes 
covered for The Open were the First, Second, Fourth, Fifteenth, 
Sixteenth, Seventeenth and Eighteenth.32

The final event covered for the year was the Senior Service 
Tournament. Interestingly, the BBC actually broadcast coverage 
of all three days of this event between the 19th and the 21st of 
September.  According to Radio Times, Longhurst and Cox were 
the only two commentators of record for all the events shown 
in 1963.

The BBC did not import any golf programmes or events 
during the year. Altogether, there were five events broadcast 
in 1963, the same number as in 1962. However, the number of 
outside broadcast days increased from seven to twelve.  

The press campaign for more imported golf continued. In 
the June 1963 issue of Golf World, Charles Brett, the publisher, 
once again pushed the point home to his readers. He actually 
felt that ‘the best golfing material available for showing on 
British television are the films made for American TV, featuring 
big-money matches between the world’s leading golfers, played 
over the world’s top courses’.  He thought that ‘the American golf 
programmes are good, quite apart from the golf, because they 
are highly professional productions, backed in the making by 
vast commercial resources. They are “all action” in the sense that 
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the walking and the waiting and the pondering of golf are elimi-
nated and replaced by instructive, analytical commentary by 
experts, plus diagrammatic and background material designed 
to heighten both the visual and dramatic appeal of the subject’. 
He observed that ‘all in all, it seems to us that the lack of golf on 
British TV screens is not the result of ‘market research’ which 
proves conclusively that it would be unjustifiable, but simply a 
matter of lethargy, and lack of enterprise among those in control 
of TV sports programmes, perhaps tinged here and there by 
personal prejudice against the game itself.”33 Once again, the 
only independent company to import any golf in 1963 was STV. 
It began running Challenge Golf on the 4th of October, which 
continued through until the 3rd of January 1964. 

1964 – New Approaches
Golf World and Golf Monthly both took up the cause again 
in February 1964. In an article entitled Fireside Golf in Golf 
Monthly, Jack W Robertson cited the impact of Challenge Golf 
in Scotland and went on to say ‘English golfers are wondering 
why they are being deprived of the privilege. One could hazard 
a variety of reasons. It may be that their regions do not con-
sider that competitive golf has family appeal, compared with, 
say, Bonanza or Maverick, and that, since foreign film quota 
on television is limited to 14% of screen-time, the hour could 
be more profitably filled.’ Gerry Le Grove, STV’s Controller of 
Programmes went on record to say that ‘admittedly, the ratings 
are not high, but we are quite satisfied with them’.34

Kenneth Bowden in his editorial in Golf World followed 
much the same line of argument while pointing out that 
‘America’s seven million golfers will have 53 TV hours of pre-
recorded top-class golf and seventeen live broadcasts from 
major tournaments in 1964’. The pre-recorded programmes 
were Shell’s Wonderful World of Golf, Challenge Golf and CBS 
Match Play Classic. He asked ‘does this wealth of televised golf 
rile you? In Britain only Scottish and occasionally Irish golf-
ers see any of the American shows, past editions of which are 
on offer relatively economically to the British programming 
companies. Apart from these shows and the occasional sports 
snippet, TV coverage of golf is sparse, with the BBC’s limited 
coverage of the Open and a couple of other tournaments in the 
main offering each year. Why should this be so?’35

In terms of imported, pre-recorded programmes, the only 
response was that STV bought a second series of Challenge Golf, 
which it screened from the 2nd of July until the 24th of September 
1964.36 Towards the end of the year, Golf World lamented the 
failure of any British TV company to screen Shell’s Wonderful 
World of Golf.37

The R&A undertook some interesting television negotia-
tions during the course of the year, involving two different ITV 
companies. At the Championship Committee meeting on the 7th 
of June 1964, Gerald Micklem reported that STV had agreed to 
televise the second day of the British Isles v the Rest of Europe 
Match (about to be re-named the St Andrews Trophy Match) 
for a fee of £300. This was scheduled to be broadcast on the 1st of 
July. It is not currently known whether this was a live broadcast 
of some nature or a summary report.38 TWW, the company cov-
ering Wales and the West Country approached The R&A with 
a proposal to televise the 1965 Amateur Championship, which 
was due to be played at Royal Porthcawl. This was approved 
in principle by the Championship Committee on the 7th of 
July. However, it was then reported on the 26th of November 
that ‘TWW Ltd had stated they would not be televising the 
Amateur’.39 It is significant that The R&A was happy to talk to 
ITV companies about televising some of its amateur events, but 
not The Open and the Walker Cup.40

The BBC remained committed to live golf in 1964 and two 
events occurred that would shape its future coverage. On the 
20th of April 1964, BBC 2 came on the air in London and the 
South East.  Repeating the patterns of what would now be called 
BBC 1 and the ITV companies, there was a staged growth of 
areas that could receive the new channel.41 Furthermore, even 
if one was in an area that could receive BBC 2, one needed to 
buy a new television in order to watch it. Simply put, BBC 1 
and ITV broadcast to a standard of 405 lines on VHF. BBC 2 
was the pathfinder for the future of television in the UK and 
used 625 lines on UHF. The combination of the phased growth 
of transmitters and the need to have a new television, kept the 
initial viewing figures very low.42 The second event was the 
launch of the first satellite in a synchronous orbit on the 19th of 
August. These were markers for the very near future as no golf 
was shown on BBC 2 in 1964 nor were any golf events transmit-
ted live by satellite to the UK that year. 43

The BBC began its coverage for 1964 with the Martini 
Invitational Tournament on the 2nd of May with only the final 
day being shown on BBC 1. That broadcast was notable in that 
Longhurst and Cox were joined by Cliff Michelmore for the 
coverage and to act as the link man. Michelmore filled those 
dual roles for the rest of the year. The final two days of the Daks 
Tournament were shown on BBC 1 on the 5th and 6th of June. 
Next on the calendar was the Dunlop Masters. The second 
round was played on the 26th of June and was not covered live. 
However, there was a 25-minute evening highlights programme 
on BBC 1, starting at 22:15. This was the first time the BBC had 
filmed an event in progress, but then not shown it live. It chose 
to edit the footage into an evening highlights programme. The 
final day’s play was shown live on the 27th of June.Longhurst and Cox, well wrapped up for the 1963 Walker Cup
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In a short piece in Radio Times about the Dunlop Masters 
coverage, Longhurst wrote that ‘we now have a new and I think 
better way of conveying the player’s scores by telling the viewer 
how many he is over, or under, an average of fours (ie 72 for 18 
holes), not merely for the current round but for the whole tour-
nament. Thus it is easy to tell not only how the players are faring 
but how they stand in relation to one another’.44 The concept of 
giving the score against par was still a year away.

There was another change announced. Golf Monthly 
explained that ‘a new formula is being adopted by the BBC for the 
live coverage of the Open Championship from the Old Course, 
St Andrews. At previous big golf events played there cameras 
have been placed to give coverage of the First, Seventeenth and 
Eighteenth, and also of the holes round the ‘loop’ – the Seventh, 
Eighth, Ninth, Tenth and Eleventh. This month there will be 
no coverage of play over the middle part of the course. Instead 
the BBC planned to concentrate on being able to give complete 
coverage of play over the last five holes from the Fourteenth 
onwards. This is a development which, we feel, will be welcomed 
by the viewer, and which will help the commentators to build up 
a more comprehensive and enthralling picture of the way that 
the fight for the title is developing’.45

This was quite a significant policy shift by the BBC in terms 
of how it presented live action. Unfortunately, this new plan to 
cover only the closing holes more or less back-fired on the BBC 
in the coverage of the final round. Tony Lema had opened up a 
seven-shot lead after three rounds. This left the production team 
with a problem – there was not likely to be a dramatic finish. So 
there was a quick change in plan to cover Lema playing his early 
holes. As a result, the cameras struggled to follow Lema as he 
played the fourth and fifth holes. Michelmore explained in the 
commentary ‘I am in no way making excuses but we have lined 
our cameras up always to bring people in on the fourteenth, 
fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth holes. What we are 
doing is, as it were, [is] looking as far as we can [with] the range 
of our cameras to try to get the man who is most likely to be The 
Open Champion in 1964 going out because we thought it better 
if you saw that than anything else at the moment’.  Nevertheless 
the BBC continued its new policy of only covering the closing 
holes for the remainder of the period under review.

There was another notable feature of the coverage of the 1964 
Open. The BBC had traditionally not covered the first round of 
The Open on television. This changed in 1964. Repeating the 
format used for the Dunlop Masters, the first round was not 
shown live but rather as a 30 minutes highlights programme 
starting at 22:15. There was then live coverage of the second 
and third days on the 9th and the 10th of July. There were also 
highlights programmes both nights, again starting at 22:15. 
Given that The Open still finished on a Friday, this was the first 
time that golf fans who could not watch television during the 
day, could see highlights of all four rounds. Longhurst, Cox and 
Michelmore did the commentary for all three days.

There were no further live broadcasts that year, but the 
BBC was not finished with golf. In fact, it did something rather 
radical. It imported recordings of two American tournaments, 

the Carling Golf Championship and the World Series of Golf. 
These were both shown as part of Grandstand on the 5th and 26th 
of September respectively. This signalled a new and different 
approach to broadcasting golf by the BBC, which would grow in 
the coming years; namely the importation of American tourna-
ment golf. It was reported in Golf World as early as February 
1964 that it was originally planned to beam the Carling Golf 
Championship live ‘but the satellite won’t be in the right place 
at the right time’.46 For the moment, BBC 1 viewers who wanted 
to see the top players in action in America would have to be 
content with recorded highlights.

This could not disguise the fact that the BBC only showed 
four live events, compared to five the previous year. The number 
of outside broadcast days dropped dramatically from twelve in 
1963 to six in 1964. Even if one counts the additional two days 
when live golf had been recorded and shown in the evening, 
the total only increases to eight outside broadcast days. The two 
imported recordings of American golf events brought the total 
number of golf days (all formats) on BBC 1 to ten compared to 
twelve in 1963. 

1965 – The Channels Swell 
During the course of 1965, the golfing press continued to com-
ment on the amount of golf on television, and particularly on 
ITV. Golf Monthly noted in March that ‘it is rather surprising 
that the commercial television companies in Britain have left 
the BBC with virtually a monopoly in the coverage of live 
golf.  The few sporadic efforts that have been made commer-
cially have appeared amateurish in comparison with the well 
organised programmes put out by the BBC, the result of years 
of experience’.47

In May, Keith Mackie carried out a survey of the state of golf 
on television in Golf World as a follow up to the one done in 
1962. Once again, the main focus was on the ITV companies. 
He discerned that there were no plans to carry any golf across 
the whole ITV network. Mackie wrote that

where the BBC have taken the plunge and are spending a 
lot of money on tournament coverage, ITV are still hanging 
back, handicapped by the fact that the commercial network is 
shared by many independent companies. Whereas the BBC 
can make a decision to cover a number of golf tournaments 
and then have all their resources throughout Britain to back 
them up, each ITV company operates in only a small part 
of the country and anything outside their own sphere of 
operations has to be paid for at a strictly commercial rate … It 
is this lack of a central governing body which puts the ITV at 
a disadvantage, although the companies concerned obviously 
work in very close co-operation.

Both John Bromley, sports editor of ABC Television, and 
Stephen Wade, head of outside broadcasts at ATV, were non-
committal about broadcasting live golf. Bromley told Mackie 
‘you can be sure that as soon as we can find the right way to do 
it, there will be more golf on World of Sport’. Wade felt ‘that in a 
fairly short time we shall have the equipment that can really do 
justice to golf ’.48 In fact that time was two years away and caught 
the BBC by surprise. 

Waiting for the grass to turn green  
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As things stood in 1965, there was some activity within 
the ITV regions. Two regions north of the border both began 
screening imported golf programmes on the 3rd of January 1965. 
Grampian TV began a run of Challenge Golf, while Border TV 
showed World Championship Golf. These would have been the 
same series already broadcast by STV. Challenge Golf ran until 
the 28th of March while the series of World Championship Golf  
lasted until the 16th of May.49 On the 25th of  January, Channel 
TV began screening Golf Tips with Dow Finsterwald, which had 
originally been made in 1960. These five-minute programmes 
were shown to the Channel Islanders on and off through 
September 1966. So in the first three months of 1965, there was 
pre-recorded imported golf being seen in three ITV regions, 
albeit not of the most recent vintage.

The BBC season began on the 30th of April with live cover-
age of the Schweppes Golf Championship on BBC 1 with only 
Longhurst and Cox doing the commentary. The following day, 
the 1st of May, was an historic day. The live coverage began 
on BBC 1 at 11:40 and ran until 12:10. At 15:40, it resumed 
again, but this time on BBC 2. So it fell to the Schweppes Golf 
Championship to be the first live golf seen on BBC 2. Golf had 
crossed the channels. By the spring of 1965, BBC 2 could only be 
received in London, the South East and the Midlands. It would 
spread to the West and Wales in September and the North West 
in October. The rest of the country would have to wait. Any golf 
shown on that channel could only be seen by viewers in those 
parts of the country.

The following Friday, the 7th of  May, would be an equally 
historic day. BBC 1 covered the 2nd round of the Penfold-Swallow 
Tournament during the afternoon. That night, Big Three Golf 
debuted on BBC 2. Sam Pollock in Radio Times described Big 
Three Golf as 

probably the most ambitious sports series ever screened, either 
in Britain or the United States. … Each filmed programme 
covers an 18 hole 3 ball match between these three monarchs 
of the links [Palmer, Nicklaus and Player].  They will be 
contending for prizes totalling $85,000 (over £30,000) which 
alone puts the tournament into big-time golf.  Points will 
be awarded on the ‘par-scoring’ system – two points for the 
winner, one for the runner-up and half a point for a tie.50

It was an eight part series, screened weekly at 19:30. Its 45-minute 
running time would translate to an hour of commercial televi-
sion in the States, where it had first appeared. Shown in consecu-
tive weeks, it ran until the 11th of June.  The first four matches 
were filmed at the Firestone Country Club in Akron Ohio and 
the last four at the brand new Mauna Kea golf course in Hawaii. 
The programme was devised by Mark McCormack.51

It is perhaps ironic that the golfing press had expected ITV 
to be the leader in imported pre-recorded golf programmes, but 
it was the BBC who in fact delivered this type of programming 
in England for the first time, albeit to a minority audience in a 
geographically limited area.52 Nevertheless, the 7th of May also 
marked the first time that the BBC had delivered two different 
golf programmes on the same day on its two channels. Live UK 
tournament play during the day on BBC 1 and imported pre-
recorded made for TV golf at night on BBC 2.

The live coverage of the Penfold Swallow tournament 
continued on BBC 1 on the 8th of May.  Longhurst and Cox had 
been joined for this event by Kenneth Wolstenholme, who took 
over the Cliff Michelmore role. The three of them next did the 
commentary work for the Martini Golf Tournament on the 21st 
and the 22nd of May and then the Daks Tournament on 4th and 
the 5th of June. In contrast to the first two tournaments, only 
the final day of the Pringle of Scotland Tournament was shown 
on the 26th of June. The BBC did not do any evening highlights 
programmes for the tournaments shown prior to The Open. 

Unlike 1964, there was no coverage of the first day’s play 
of the 1965 Open in any form. The broadcasts began on the 
second day, the 8th of July. In what had become the standard 
practice for live broadcasts, only the closing holes (Fourteenth 
to Eighteenth) were covered.53 In contrast to 1964, the battle 
between Thomson and Lema did come down to the final few 
holes in the last round, producing an exciting televised finish 
to the Championship.

The big change to the coverage of The Open was that for 
the first time the scores were given against par rather than 
level fours. Longhurst, writing in Radio Times on the 1st of 
July explained that ‘the new scoring system against par, which 
we introduced at the beginning of the year, will continue – I 
imagine permanently, judging by the unanimous approval of 
viewers. This means that one can see at a glance how the leading 
players stand at any given moment, not only against par, but, 
more importantly, against each other’. All references to scoring 
in the surviving highlights of the final round of The Open are 
in terms of par.

It is hard to realize today how recent is the concept of report-
ing golf in terms of par. The Open Championship programmes 
did not start listing the par for each hole on the course maps 
until 1963.  There was a certain amount of editorial reaction to 
the BBC’s change in 1965 in the golfing press. The ‘Talking Golf ’ 
column in Golf Monthly in December remarked that 1965 was 
the year ‘in which a determined effort has been made to try to 
get us into the habit of scoring in terms of par rather than 4s’.  
It went on to say that ‘probably the most vigorous use that has 
been made of the par method in Britain during the past season 
has been in BBC live television transmissions of championships 
and tournaments’. The writer did concede that ‘some of the 
British tournament professionals have found the par method 
of scoring has helped their approach to the game. If this is so it 
has been a worthwhile innovation’.54 So, 1965 was something of 
a revolution in terms of scoring terminology.

The second round of The Open was shown live and then 
there was a highlights programme that night, starting at 
23:00. This pattern was repeated for the final day, with the 
highlights being shown at 22:45. This was the last year when 
The Open would finish on a Friday. Again, Longhurst, Cox and 
Wolstenholme did the commentary and all the transmissions 
for the Championship were on BBC 1.

The BBC then pulled out all the stops for its coverage of 
the Senior Service Tournament between the 28th and 31st of July 
on BBC1. It began with an evening highlights programme of 
the Senior Service Festival of Golf on the 28th. This was a team 
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match of British players against Americans on the day before 
the start of the tourament. The first round was shown live on 
the 29th as was the second round on the 30th. There was then a 
highlights programme that night. The final day was then shown 
as part of Grandstand.

There was then a lull in live outside broadcasts, but the BBC 
schedule still had much to offer. It again imported highlights of 
the Carling World Championship on the 28th of August and the 
World Series of Golf on the 18th of September. Both were shown 
as part of Grandstand. It then bought in a single match from 
Challenge Golf that was also shown on Grandstand on the 2nd 
of October. This featured Arnold Palmer & Gary Player versus 
Sam Snead and Doug Sanders.

Live golf returned with coverage of the Ryder Cup at Royal 
Birkdale on BBC 1. All three days were shown live on the 7th, 
the 8th and the 9th of October and there were evening highlights 
at the end of the second day. This coverage was particularly 
notable for a change in the commentary arrangements. Dai Rees 
and Alun Williams were assigned to the 13th, 14th and 15th holes 
while Peter Thomson and Henry Longhurst covered the 16th, 
17th and 18th holes. Harry Carpenter was based in the clubhouse 
and acted as the link man, marking his debut in terms of golf 
coverage. This comes to a total of five commentators as opposed 
to the normal two or three. Perhaps surprisingly, Bill Cox was 
absent from the booth for the first since the coverage of the 
Eisenhower Trophy in October 1958.

Dai Rees saw commentating in a new light after his stint 
during the Ryder Cup. He wrote in his  Golf Monthly column 
that 

Until the Ryder Cup match I used to be among those who 
sometimes criticised our TV commentators at golf events, 
taking the view that they did not keep us as completely in-
formed, or as up-to-date, as they might have done.  Now I’ve 
had a taste of being a commentator I am much more sympa-
thetic to those I have previously criticised. ... it is not an easy 
job being a TV commentator at golf, despite what you might 
think. The difficulty, of course, is that you cannot see every-
thing that is going on, yet you have to try and let the viewer 
know everything that is happening. This means a complex 
and intricate system of communications by the BBC, to feed 
information to the commentators and I think now that it is 
being magnificently done’.55

The team of Cox, Longhurst and Carpenter then covered the 
last live event of the year, The Piccadilly World Match-Play 
Championship. All three days (the 14th, 15th and 16th of  October) 
were covered live and there were no evening highlights. 

So, there had been a tremendous increase in the amount of 
golf seen on BBC 1 and the start of golf on BBC 2. Altogether 
there had been twelve events shown, nine of which were live. 
There were twenty outside broadcast days, compared to six the 
previous year. In total, there were 31 days in the year in which 
golf, in some form, was on television.  Nine of these days had 
been on BBC 2 and 22 on BBC 1.

Behind the scenes, the BBC had taken up its option year for 
The Open as part of the 1963 agreement. As early as March 1965, 
the Club’s General Committee agreed that ‘every effort be made 
to increase the charges payable by the BBC for television rights 

when the new contract is negotiated in 1966’.56 In November, 
the Championship Committee agreed that a new contract with 
the BBC should be for no more than three years and ‘for a fee 
of £5,000 if possible’.57 In fact the new three-year agreement 
called for a fee of £4,000 in 1966, £4,500 in 1967, which included 
the Walker Cup, and £4,500 in 1968. Again, the Club would 
continue to receive 50% of the net profit of any overseas sales of 
The Open broadcast rights.58

1966 – A Momentous Year
Keen golfers in Yorkshire and the South Central area would 
have been miffed when they started to receive BBC 2 on the 15th 
of January because they had missed the first match in the new 
BBC 2 imported series Challenge Golf. Meanwhile, in its issue of 
the 21st of April, Radio Times proclaimed that ‘this year BBC 1 is 
planning its most ambitious and comprehensive coverage of the 
British tournament golf circuit’. It was going to be momentous 
year of golf on television… 

TO BE CONTINUED

Tune into the next issue of Through The Green for the next excit-
ing episode to find out what happened in 1966 and 1967 that 
would change the face of televised golf.

Roll Credits
Peter N Lewis is The R&A’s Director of Film Archive.

Special Thanks to:
Jeff Walden, The BBC Written Archives Centre, who very 
patiently answered a number of questions from me.
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Learning Golf  in Victorian England
I found TTG’s review of Donald Cameron’s book on the above 
very interesting. It did remind me if an aspect of golf about 
which I have pondered and that is: how did anyone learn to play 
golf at that time? 

I wrote the history of my golf club, Highgate GC, which 
was set up in 1904 but in my researches I discovered that the 
Club was originally set up in October 1893 on nearby land in 
the name of East Finchley Golf Club. I was unable to trace any 
records of that club, which ceased in 1904, but I did discover 
mention of the Club in the local newspapers. One report stated 
that by the time of the first AGM in September 1894 there were 
110 men and 30 lady members.

We will never know whether these were mainly people tak-
ing up golf for the first time or existing players transferring from 
other clubs. But bearing in mind the fairly basic equipment used 
and the rough state of many courses one wonders how anyone 
became proficient who took up golf at that time. I wonder if 
any members have knowledge of, or are aware of any written 
material on the subject of learning to play golf in the nineteenth 
century. 

John Chaumeton

Help Wanted
Derbyshire History
I have been commissioned to write the Centenary history of 
The Derbyshire Union of Golf Clubs, for publication in 2013. 
The first extant minute book starts in 1929 and the Derby papers 
show the same indifference to amateur golf as the modern coun-
terparts. I need results for Derbyshire County matches played 

from 1920-29 and would be very grateful for any information.
I have the details of the inaugural meeting in 1913 and 

the first championship, also much about the redoubtable Rev 
Foster Pegg, who restarted the Union after WWI – he was a 
fine golfer – watch this space! Unfortunately we can’t find his 
minute books!

email  to: moretongolf@surfree.co.uk or write by standard 
mail to 138 Melton Road, Kings Heath, Birmingham, B14 
7ES. Telephone 0121 444 5347 Any assistance will be acknowl-
edged by John Moreton.

JOHN MORETON

Golf Buttons Collectors
Dixon Pickup, from the UK, and I, from the USA, have agreed to 
join forces and offer to researchers and collectors a tremendous 
researching tool. We have a website that carries good images of 
both front and back of golf buttons and we are attempting to 
establish associated dates. In addition to Dixon, Alan Jackson 
and Martin Moseling, of the BGCS, have provided helpful 
information. 

We’ve always wanted to find time lines of when the buttons 
were offered. The silver hallmarked buttons can give us a time 
line, by listing and showing the backs of the buttons. If any other 
members of the BGCS believe they can help with images of their 
buttons, both obverse and reverse, with size and any associated 
hallmark years, please could they get in touch. Contact is via our 
website, on http://www.golftracer.com/golftracer.org/buttons/
buttondisplay.html

JOHN SAGI
email: johnsagi@sbcglobal.net

Members are recommended to view this website, 
which is both colourful and informative

correspondence
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Letter from America
by Brown Ale

ABOUT TEN YEARS AGO our good friend Elmore 
Just, President of the Louisville Golf Company, 
passed away while playing on the family-owned 
golf course, Persimmon Ridge. For those unfa-

miliar with Louisville Golf, it is the source for modern made 
old-style persimmon-headed wooden clubs, like we all played 
before metal woods muscled in about 30 years ago. Annually, 
Persimmon Ridge plays host to the Elmore Just Memorial 
Tournament. Elmore is buried in a small cemetery adjacent 
to the seventh green at Persimmon Ridge and as players play 
the seventh hole they are asked to do two things: to hit their 
drive with a persimmon-headed club and to play the hole 
silently out of respect. Clubs with heads actually made from 
wood are provided at the tee box for those who normally use 
other styles. Proceeds from the event go to the Elmore Just 
Scholarship Fund at Bellarmine University in Louisville.

Many golf courses are laid out in a fairly standard format of 
four five-par holes, four three-pars and ten four-pars. There are 
exceptions, however. The venerable Old Course has only two 
three-pars and two five-pars and Crail has six three-pars and 
three five-pars. Our get-around couple Nigel and Fiona report 
on such a course they recently found in upstate New York. 
Sunset Ridge Golf Course east of Syracuse is an ideal place 
to sharpen one’s game on three-pars and five-pars. The layout 
at Sunset Ridge features six of everything:  six three-pars, six 
four-pars and six five-pars. Fiona enjoys the three-pars, Nigel 
the fives.

Phil Mickelson is both the 2010 Masters Champion as well as 
the people’s favorite. Tiger, on his return, received a reason-
ably warm welcome until he started throwing fits during his 
Sunday round. I see what I see on TV but where I see Tiger live 
is at the Golf Writers’ Association awards dinner. Pledging he 
would be more accessible to the press, he disappointed us all by 
following the routine he has observed the eight past occasions 
he has attended the dinner to receive the Golfer of the Year 
award. I wrote the following in TTG in 2004, commenting 
how all the other award winners always join the media at the 
cocktail hour:

Tiger is the exception. He is kept backstage until everyone is 
seated. His award is the first to be presented.  Woods enters 
the dining hall, makes his brief remarks—and he is getting 
more relaxed in addressing the fourth estate—and then he 
quietly eases his way through the side door to, undoubtedly, 
several more appearances on the evening. That is dinner 
with Tiger. His dinner goes uneaten and someone else at 
his table gets to drink his share of the table wine. Watson 
has also attended the past few years and he stays till the very 
end. I thought that situation was worthy of an explanation.

As I approached the pavilion where the dinner is held, all traf-
fic was stopped in the road while Richmond County Sheriff ’s 
deputies, wearing business suits but with badges prominently 
displayed, checked incoming guests against the guest list. No 
idle gawkers were allowed to get near the building where Tiger 
would be present.
  
Curt Fredrixon reports Ravisloe Country Club, founded 1901 
in the south Chicago suburb of Homewood, Illinois has been 
transformed from one of Chicagoland’s premier clubs in its 
day to a public access golf course. But that is not the whole 
story. The site has been bought by a wealthy veterinarian 
whose public-spirited intention is to maintain the course as a 
green recreation area, for golf and other pursuits. He doesn’t 
even play golf himself but sees this as an opportunity to be 
a ‘land banker’ for the public good, even though his yearly 
outlay exceeds revenues. Curt subtly reminds us that the 2011 
GCS Annual Meeting is scheduled for Chicago—a good time 
to drop in for a visit or a round of golf at Ravisloe.   

Greg Smith, hearty denizen of DeForest in the great frozen 
tundra of Wisconsin, reported to me this past winter that 
a little snow and cold weather wasn’t preventing him from 
working on his game. The local driving range had plowed their 
field but the remaining snow around the target flagsticks is 
painted green.  Golfers hit from an open sided trailer that is 
heated. Greg says that Tour pro Steve Stricker also practices 
there (probably not with hickories, though). In the American 
South there are less hale golfers who dislike playing when the 
temperature goes below 55ºF.
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Bill MacDonald, one of our compatriots from another part of 
the frozen north (Ontario, Canada), proudly wrote that the 
Olympic Golf Trophy was on display at ‘History Day’ at the 
Toronto Golf and Travel Show last March 3rd. The trophy was 
ceremoniously on view in the booth of the Golf Historical 
Society of Canada, quite a coup. Won by Golf Hall of Famer 
George S Lyon at St Louis in 1904, the world will be re-focusing 
on Olympic golf in 2016 in Rio. Normally it is on display at 
Canadian Golf House at Glen Abbey near Toronto in case you’re 
ever in that area.

Plenty of clubs celebrate the centenary of their founding but May 
23 one Philadelphia club staged a gala celebration on the observ-
ance of hosting the US Open 100 years ago. The Philadelphia 
Cricket Club was founded in 1854 as a cricket club, adding golf 
in 1895. The cricket pitch is still used…occasionally…and when 
the wickets are not in place the club’s 42 grass tennis courts use 
the oval. The plan is for a ceremony, luncheon, hickory golf and 
reception (though it will be long over by the time this issue 
reaches your letter boxes). The 1910 US Open was unique in that 
a three-way playoff ensued after the 72-hole competition, pitting 
the Carnoustie brothers Alex and Macdonald Smith against 
each other and American ‘Jumping’ Johnny McDermott for 
good measure. We shouldn’t be surprised by the Club’s affinity 
toward history—it was home base for the late Joe Murdoch, 
GCS Co-founder.  

What might happen at your club if a celebrity becomes a mem-
ber?  John Crow Miller and Win Padgett have a pretty good idea. 
Their club, Brook Hollow in Dallas, Texas, has made former 
President George W Bush an honorary member. When he is in 
Dallas (and not at his ranch in rural Crawford) he shows up at 
the Club two or three times a week for a meal or a round of golf. 
Accompanying him are six Secret Service agents—two covering 
the hole in front, two on the hole he is currently playing and 
two bringing up the rear. It’s easy to tell when ‘W’ is on the 
premises: there are several large black government issue Chevy 
Suburban 8-passenger vans conspicuously occupying spaces in 
the parking lot. Normally in dark suits, white shirts and ties, 
the secret service has been permitted to go golf casual while the 
ex-Prez is on the course.

Closing out this letter it is my sad duty to report on the passing 
of Oliver A ‘Bud’ Thompson, formerly the Executive Director 
of the GCS. It was almost a month ago to the day that I saw Bud, 
Phyllis and their daughter Laurel at the Golf Writers’ dinner at 
the Masters. You knew Bud was serious about his golf. In the 
1970s and 1980s, when he owned his own plane, he would fly 
around the country to play the courses in the Golf Digest top 
100.  

Brown Ale

Brown Ale pictured with Renton Laidlaw at the Golf Writer’s Dinner at Augusta in April
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Letter from Oz

A HIGHLIGHT OF APRIL was the annual match 
between the Golf Society of Australia (Melbourne 
based) and the Australian Golf Heritage Society 
(Sydney based) played on neutral ground at the 

Federal Golf Club in Canberra. The format is similar to the 
BGCS Scotland versus England match, except that we play 
singles rather than fourballs. It is played in the same spirit, a 
mixture of banter and seriousness, great competitiveness com-
bined with pleasant sociability. 

Seven matches were played over the full eighteen holes. GSA 
finished a total of sixteen holes up against AGHS’s fourteen. So, 
for the first time, the Golf Society of Australia’s name will be 
inscribed on the Al Howard Trophy. The scoring system, which 
I first came across playing with BGCS, of holes up rather than 
matches won works quite well. For the GSA versus AGHS match 
it seems very appropriate as the first interstate match between 
Victoria and New South Wales was played in 1897 using the 

same system. On that occasion the women golfers of Victoria 
travelled to Sydney and trounced the NSW women by a whop-
ping nineteen holes.

Al Howard, who donated the trophy, is a very interesting 
man, not least for being Australia’s most prolific golf architect. 
The trophy is the one his father, Tom Howard, won for the 
1921 New South Wales Amateur Championship. Tom was also 
interesting. He went on to become a successful professional 
and golf architect. In 1923 he won the Australian Open with 
only seven clubs in the bag and his quirky putting style, where 
on all but the longest putts he kept his eyes on the hole rather 
than the ball. Al’s memoirs, 19th Hole Nostalgia (2005), give us 
great insights into the life of a professional and a golf architect 
from about 1930 to about 2000. I particularly liked the chapters 
where Al describes working as a junior apprentice – gofer might 
be a better word – to his father in the golf course design and 
construction business.

Inter-state rivalries resumed on the first tee at Federal GC, Canberra. Golf Society of Australia v Australian Golf Heritage Society
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The Victoria Golf Club in Melbourne has honoured Peter 
Thomson, who is Patron of the Golf Society of Australia, by 
erecting a statue of him near the clubhouse. Peter is a long 
time member of Victoria GC having joined 64 years ago as a 
sixteen-year old. Peter and the late Doug Bachli used to play 
for Victoria GC in keenly fought inter-club matches. Who can 
forget 1954, when between them Peter and Doug held both the 
British Amateur and Open Championships. 

Lost golf courses in Melbourne and Victoria and the research 
undertaken by the Golf Society of Australia were discussed in 
the last issue of TTG. The Australian Golf Heritage Society, 
in its newsletter The Brassie, has started a series on lost golf 
courses in New South Wales, starting with Sydney. So far 
the June issue reported on 21 courses in the latest issue with 
another 27 waiting for the next issue. One gets a morbid 
sensation when walking through a sprawling, glitzy shopping 
mall with acres of car park to realise that all this had once been 
a golf course.

Norfolk Island can lay claim to being Australia’s oldest golf 
course. This research by John Scarth was mentioned in the 
last issue of TTG. I thought that TTG readers deserved to 
see a photograph of the course and get a glimpse of Paradise. 
The Superintendent of the Norfolk Island penal settlement in 
1840, Lieutenant-Commander Alexander Maconochie, was an 
enlightened man, a golfer and of course a Scotsman. He believed 
that punishment should centre on ‘task and not time’, and so he 
sensibly set the convicts to work to build the course. It stands on 
the same site today and has so far escaped the grasp of world-
renowned golf architects.

MICHAEL SHERET

Peter Thomson, with the new statue at Victoria GC

Barry Leithhead, a familiar figure at a number of 
UK events, and to TTG readers as our previous cor-

respondent, The Laird of Leith, (whose opinions 
were his own) has moved on to other (non-golf) 

writing projects. We thank Barry for his 
contributions and wish him well.  

The course on Norfolk Island, now believed to be the oldest in Australia

letter from oz
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The Greatest Game -
The Ancyent & Healthfulle Exercyse of the Golff
by
David Purdie

As a sub-genre in the wide world of golfing literature, humorous 
golfing books are for me a particular delight, and arguably, PG 
Wodehouse is regarded as the greatest humorous golf author 
with his two major works being The Heart of a Goof and The 
Clicking of Cuthbert. However, if not quite his equals, GC Nash 
with his Letters to a Golf Club Secretary and the Third Baron 
Glanavy’s, better known as Patrick Campbell, How to Become a 
Scratch Golfer run Wodehouse pretty close

To these three humorists, a fourth can now be added. 
Professor David Purdie, a BGCS member, whose career in 
academic medicine and golf has ideally fitted him to describe 
the physical and mental afflictions of the golfer. He has also 
worked as a journalist and as a speechwriter for Sam Torrance 
and Colin Montgomerie. One of his great creations is Major 
RJM Warren-Dawlish the explosive (and fictional) Secretary 
of Royal St Lukes Golf Club (founded 1603). David Purdie has 
teamed up with a remarkably talented illustrator, Hugh Dodd, 
whose full colour golfing pictures grace each chapter. I can see 
these being reproduced and hung in many clubhouses and 
homes in the future. They really are that good!

Each chapter covers a different aspect or topic of the game we 
love, but each is written with a deep knowledge of the game and 
the insight of a psychologist. As Colin Montgomerie says in his 
foreword the historical statements are based on historical facts 
and equally firm invention when not. Amongst the numerous 
topics covered in an irreverent way and in no particular order, 
are the Origins of the Game, Homes of the Game, the Laws, the 
Oldest Member, Dermot. F Mulligan, The Golfing Widow, the 
Club Bore, the AGM and many others. His chapter on the Golf 
Club Secretary may well have been based on Captain Paddy 
Hanmer, the legendary Secretary of the Honourable Company 
of Edinburgh Golfers, and with more than a passing nod to GC 
Nash.

Taking the chapter on Dermot F Mulligan, as just one 
example, according to the author, this unfortunate man from 

Ballinasloe, Co Galway suffered from the unfortunate condition 
known as progressive anorectal stenosis (PAS). At the risk of 
offending some of our more sensitive members, this condition, 
particularly at times of stress, can result in modern parlance as 
what is known as ‘squeaky bum time’. Consequently, at his local 
golf club, Correenbeg GC, they had to introduce a local rule that 
on the first tee should Dermot have an unexpected and violent 
attack of this condition and the player was in the course driving 
off was severely distracted, he could  take his drive again. This 
subsequently became known as ‘a Mulligan’. 

A number of serious topics are also covered, I liked espe-
cially his chapter on Dr Frank Stableford, a fellow physician, 
and also that on the Royal & Ancient Golf Club. Certainly one 
is hardly likely to take a humorous line on such a worthy body, 
and the author does not. In fact he had the pleasure of proposing 
the toast to ‘The Club & Game’ at the Club’s 250th anniversary 
celebrations, and an extract of his remarks are included in this 
chapter. Incidentally, HRH the Duke of York had the unenviable 
job of replying.  

Among a number of whimsical ideas that are covered are the 
supplying of steel helmets, based on the German Second World 
War design, for vulnerable caddies, following a warning to from 
the ‘Healthy & Safe Executive’ and the tagging of members, guilty 
of slow play, with GPS devices to show their precise location on 
the course, followed by warning emails to their home addresses. 
He describes a possible new Olympic event called synchronised 
golf, which draws its inspiration from that most spellbinding of 
Olympic competitions –  synchronised swimming.

This book is scheduled to be published on the 24th of June 
2010 and will be available from all quality booksellers in two edi-
tions: the hardback popular edition ( ISBN 9780951447079) at 
£25 and an edition limited to 150 copies (ISBN 9780951447086)  
which will have a higher quality paper and casing and signed by 
both authors and also Colin Montgomerie at £150. If the purse 
strings won’t stretch to the limited edition, buy the popular 
edition; it better entertainment than taking ‘Er Indoors out for 
a curry at the local Indian.

Dick Durran
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Tom Morris of St Andrews
The Colossus of Golf
by
David Malcolm and Peter Crabtree

Members may recall the positive review of the limited edition 
of this book in December 2008, which categorised it as a great 
volume of scholarship that gives an entirely new view on the 
development of golf over the period of Old Tom’s long life. 
The quality and readability of the content, together with the 
excellence of the production values were recognised through 
the award of BGCS’s Murdoch Medal, and the USGA’s Herbert 
Warren Wind Award in 2009. Such quality of content and 
reproduction did not come cheaply, and many readers will have 
made significant investment in either the Limited or even more 
toe-curlingly expensive Collector’s Edition. 

Now Birlinn, the Edinburgh publisher, is reissuing the book 
as a trade edition. Text has been re-set entirely; the images have 
been reduced drastically in number and restricted to a single 
section of the book. The index and extensive notes are retained. 
Page size reduces to 15 x 23cm, though text size remains similar 
and page margins elegant. The book remains substantial, case-
bound and colourfully jacketed. And marvellously, the price 
comes down to an affordable £25, direct from Birlinn or from 
‘all good bookshops’. For those who may wish to order, ISBN is 
978-1-84158-818-6. Warmly recommended. 

John Pearson

Lancashire Links
by
David Birtill

Lancashire is richer in championship and major tournament 
venues than any other county in Britain and Dr David Marsh, 
doyen of the amateur game, says: ‘We are indeed lucky to live 
and play golf in an area with such a rich history. And we thank 
those whose vision and enthusiasm has left us such a great 
legacy.’ It is this colourful legacy that is brought vividly to life by 
journalist David Birtill in a new book Lancashire Links charting 
this year’s centenary of the Lancashire Union of Golf Clubs.

From the first hesitant steps in the years before the First 
World War to the steadily expanding union of recent times – 
there are now 140 affiliated clubs – the stories of triumph and 
tragedy, determination, despair, drive and delight are told with 
a casual style and an easy eye for the offbeat and the amusing. 
With painstaking attention to detail Birtill recalls characters 
such as Arnold Bentley, the man who forced Adolf Hitler to 
retreat; Dick Burton, the Darwen weaver who won the Open 
at St Andrews; five-times county champion Sam Robinson; 
war hero and all-round sportsman John Zacharias; European 
Tour player Nick Dougherty and rising stars such as Tommy 
Fleetwood, James Robinson and Matthew Nixon.

There are also tales about Gordon Whitehead who won a 

Rolls Royce in a round of golf with a pal and songwriter and 
eccentric Howard Broadbent who once topped the pop charts 
in Tasmania. There’s an affectionate portrait of Dr Marsh who 
starred in a Walker Cup match and represented England on 
75 occasions, later serving as captain of both teams. He twice 
won the English Amateur Championship; was Captain of the 
Royal & Ancient, President of the English and Lancashire golf 
unions and was an England selector at all levels. He has had a 
real impact on the game regionally and nationally for more than 
half a century. Who better to pen the foreword to this produc-
tion – A4-sized, hardback and packed with pictures – and to 
sum it up: ‘Lancashire golfers should treasure this excellent 
book and the stories it relates.’

By the spring of 1910 there was a healthy quorum of clubs to 
establish the Lancashire Union. The county quickly launched 
a championship event that produced both a first champion 
in George Smith and a first champion club in Lancaster. The 
English Golf Union was founded in the mid 1920s and an 
early president of Lancashire, J Rayner Batty, became its first 
president. 

The Lancashire centenary also marks David Birtill’s 25 years 
as the PGA North Region press officer. After a lengthy career 
with the regional and national press he retired in 2006 from 
the Manchester Evening News but continues to write golf for the 
newspaper along with several other publications. 

Lancashire Links is available from club secretaries or county 
headquarters, 5 Dicconson Terrace, Lytham St Annes, Lancs 
FY8 5JY (Tel: 01253 733323; email: secretary@lancashiregolf.org). 
It costs £15 plus £4.50pp

Irvine Caplan

The Open
Golf ’s Oldest Major
by
Donald Steel

To commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Open 
Championship in 2010, the R&A, in conjunction with Pizzoli 
of New York, has published an impressive illustrated history. In 
a distinct move away from previous historical offerings from 
the R&A, the emphasis is very much more on images rather 
than text. 

After a foreword by Arnold Palmer, and a six-page introduc-
tory essay by Donald Steel, the book concentrates on the four-
teen venues that have hosted The Open: St George’s, Princes, and 
Cinque Ports, around Sandwich and Deal; Hoylake, Lytham and 
Birkdale on the Cheshire/Lancashire coast; Prestwick, Troon and 
Turnberry in Ayrshire; St Andrews, Musselburgh, Muirfield and 
Carnoustie on the Scottish east coast; and uniquely, Portrush in 
County Antrim. There is a brief introduction to each venue, and 
then a mix of images featuring historic championships and per-
sonalities, and excellent contemporary colour photographs of 
the course. Most of the historic images come from commercial 
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sources; some are familiar, others not. All of them post-date 
1900 and many are within recent memory. The next section of 
the book features the great champions; these are mostly multiple 
winners, but Hogan and Jacklin are also included because of 
their iconic victories. Finally, Peter Dawson, Chief Executive of 
the R&A contributes a short afterword. 

The book is laid out beautifully by Dalrymple. Production 
standards are high; photographic reproduction excellent. The 
book is available in standard outlets at an rrp of £30. 

John Pearson

Harry Williams: An Australian Golfing Tragedy
by
June Senyard

Harry Williams (1915-1961) was considered by many to have 
been the best left-handed golfer the world has seen. A double-
winner of the Australian Amateur Championship, the first at 
the tender age of sixteen, Gene Sarazen offered him a $100,000 
contract if he would turn professional and return with him to 
the US Tour in 1936. Harry rejected the offer and took his own 
life 25 years later, with only a lettuce leaf in the refrigerator of 
his rented flat. 

Jane Senyard, a Senior lecturer, History Department, 
University of Melbourne, co-ordinates studies in Australian 
sporting culture. She has written a detailed story of Australian 
golf in the 1930s and the contribution made by this wonderful 
golfer, little heard outside Australia. 

An excellent read and a great buy at AU$25, US$19.95. 
Available from Ryan Publishing, Melbourne, Australia, includ-
ing on-line at www.ryanpub.com.aus ISBN 1-8764980-1-3.

John scarth

Tarbat Golf Club 
The First One Hundred Years 1909 – 2009
by
Jim Fallon

Tarbat Golf Club lies in the village of Portmahomack on the 
entry to the Cromarty Firth and is somewhat overshadowed 
by the neighbouring Tain and Royal Dornoch courses. The 
Club was founded in 1909 over seven holes designed by John 
Sutherland, Secretary at Dornoch. When further land was 
leased in 1911 the course was extended to its present nine holes. 
However facilities were very spartan and even non-existent in 
the first 45 years with no clubhouse or changing facilities. That 
changed in 1955 when the first Clubhouse was built, with further 
developments in 1976 and 1989. The barrier to Sunday play in 
the Cromarties was overcome in 1991 with the purchase of the 
land leased from the Church of Scotland.

This is a lovely course with some short but very tricky holes. 
It is at least ten years since I played it last but I believe that 
since the Club employed a full-time greenkeeper, it has vastly 
improved and is on my list to play for next year. The name Tarbat 

comes from the peninsula on which the village and course stand. 
The Club’s logo is the nearby Tarbat Ness lighthouse, built by 
Robert Stevenson in 1830.

This history is brief but entertaining, with numerous pic-
tures. It is in A5 size with decorative card covers and is priced 
at £6 incl. p&p from Tarbat Golf Club, Portmahomack, Tain, 
IV20 1YB.

Hamish Ewan

Golf Quarterly
Issue One: Spring 2010
edited by
Tim Dickson

This is a pocket-sized, Reader’s Digest format mag for the think-
ing golfer.  With a clever cover and pleasing lay-out, sans ads for 
equipment and ‘how to’ instruction, it has 45 pages of varied 
texture, mixing history, wit and literature, though the ‘Favourite 
Hole /Do you know the Rules’ slots are a bit predictable. Editor 
Tim Dickson has tapped his journalist pals for short pieces for 
the launch and he has tried to get away from Home Counties 
chatter. A nice bit of detective work established that the 
Tralee club serves the most expensive club red wine in Britain 
(Chateauneuf du Pape 2006 at £50). The leisurely quarterly 
turn-round means difficulties with topicality and there are risks. 
The starry-eyed item My round with Tiger is poignant, especially 
as Tiger offered advice on how to cure a quick wild hook. 

This is a bold venture and there will be bills to pay: we wish 
it well. More details including subs payment on www.golfquar-
terly.co.uk

David Hamilton

Engineering Golf Society 1907-2007
by
Michael Dunn

The Engineering Golf Society was founded over 100 years ago, 
and has always had a membership distinguished in its field: 
Presidents of Institutes; Fellows of the Royal Society; knights; 
partners; leaders of industry. Golf meetings and matches have 
been held at prestigious venues in East Anglia, the South Coast, 
Surrey heathlands, Lancashire sandbelt and East Lothian. 
Generous benefactors have donated impressive silverware; 
donations in both cash and kind have supported its centenary 
celebrations. 

So this volume, by former president Michael Dunn is well 
found. It is extensively researched, nicely written, laced with 
anecdote, and beautifully designed and produced. Its 108 A4 
pages give detailed statistics and are liberally illustrated – partly 
in colour. Preface is by the centenary President and BGCS mem-
ber, Colin McKee; acknowledgements are given to Hon members 
Truett and Baird – the latter for background detail on Benjamin 
Hall Blyth, senior member of the Honourable Company and 
second Captain of the EGS. The book has illustrated boards and 



can be obtained from the author at michael.dunn709@o2.co.uk 
for £25, plus p&p £4 UK, (£8 USA). Ask Michael nicely and he 
may sign your copy.

John Pearson 

Old Fold Manor Golf Club 1910-2010
by 
Harry Brooks

In his introduction to this centenary history, the author observes 
that many club histories are worthy, but dull. He sets out his 
ambition to entertain and to provide context for his club’s his-
tory, by relating it to general social change. 

The Club started as a proprietary venture, over poor agri-
cultural land that had been used for informal golf in the 1890s. 
After an unsatisfying start, it gave an early commission to Harry 
Colt, whose layout was opened in 1912, and tweaked by him 
in the early 1920s. The account is particularly good on the dif-
ficulties encountered after switching the Club from proprietary 
to member status, many problems relating to successive local 
authority landlords who grew increasingly demanding on rental. 
Grave financial difficulties were relieved in the 1990s by a VAT 
windfall, tight accounting controls and successful negotiation 
of a long-term lease.

Lest the above themes sound too worthy and dull, Harry 
Brooks has made good his promise: the tone is light throughout 
– even jokey. Anecdote abounds; Nineteenth Hole stories of 
remarkable shots; insubordinate suggestion book comments; 
eccentricities; innovative captains’ drive-ins. Format is impres-
sive: larger than A4, its 160 pages are profusely and confidently 
illustrated; and case-bound with illustrated dust wrapper. This is 
an effective, in-your-face publication by the Club that is sure to 
have appealed to its membership. It is available to third parties 
from Adrian Jackson, Secretary, Old Fold Manor GC, Old Fold 
Lane, Hadley Green, Barnet, Herts, EN5 4QN for £25 plus £6 
p&p (more for abroad). The author will provide signed copies 
on request. 

John Pearson

Ruth
Memories of ninety years of life and golf
by
Ruth Ferguson

This short volume of reminiscences has three major 
themes: a long golfing career representing Lancashire and 
Caernarvonshire; extensive foreign travel – sometimes playing 
golf, sometimes not; and a large number of friendships. 
Golfing successes included the Women’s Northern Foursomes 
(with Bunty Stephens) in the 1950s; Women’s Northern 
Championship in 1960; The Worplesdon Foursomes (with 
Alistair Wilson) in 1969; and the Caernarvonshire and 
Anglesey Ladies Championship in 1975. Ruth was runner-up 
to Bridget Jackson in the 1956 English Championship, and 

played for England in the Home Internationals in 1957. World 
wide adventures included a narrow escape from crocodiles 
while canoeing in Zimbabwe; a storm on Easter Island; and 
threatened attack from pirates in the Pacific. 

Ruth’s generous and outgoing personality has clearly won 
her many friends; sometimes it got her into awkward scrapes, 
which are gleefully reported. Several fellow members of 
the Golf Society of Great Britain have brought your editor’s 
attention to this publication, which marked Ruth’s 90th birthday. 
It is available in 84 pages, generously illustrated in both colour 
and black and white, with illustrated card covers, for £8.50 
plus p&p, from the compiler, Mrs Brenda Parker, Ashe House, 
Marston Magna, Yeovil, Somerset, BA22 8DH. Cheques should 
be made out to the Golf Society of Great Britain. 

John Pearson 

Angus County Golf Association
A Century of Golf
by
Donald Ford.

The county of Forfarshire, now Angus, included ancient munici-
pal golfing grounds with multiple clubs, such as Carnoustie, 
Montrose, Arbroath and Monifieth, all of which exported talent 
to the new golfing worlds of America and Australasia. Then there 
were the inland township clubs so beloved of BGCS’s North 
Scotland region: Edzell, Kirriemuir, Brechin and Forfar. And 
more recent courses of greater and lesser familiarity and success 
– some combined with residential or resort development.  

So membership of the Angus County Golf Association is 
relatively low; course numbers are even smaller.  National play-
ing success was limited in the first 60 years of Donald Ford’s 
chronological account. But since 1970, there has been a steady 
flow of young golfing talent, most clearly seen in the Amateur 
championship wins of Ian Hutcheon (Monifieth) and Stewart 
Wilson (Forfar). 

The Association had an interesting beginning; convened at 
the suggestion of the Dundee publisher, DC Thompson, with 
the suggestion that golfers take charge of the organisation of 
the Evening Telegraph and Post Trophy for the county team 
championship, which is still played. Latter parts of the book give 
potted histories of member clubs and pen pictures of prominent 
personalities. Donald Ford touches on some of the players who 
emigrated in the first part of the last century, but this remains a 
major story worthy of much fuller treatment. 

Format is unusual – small landscape, 96 pages, printed 
in colour throughout, with many illustrations – all contained 
in illustrated boards. The book was originally published to 
mark the centenary of the Association in 2008. Some copies 
still remain and are available for a modest donation of £5 plus 
p&p from David Speed, Secretary, The Angus County Golf 
Association, at david.speed2@btopenworld.com or telephone 
01241 828544. 

John Pearson
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