
Through the Green is the magazine of the British 
Golf Collectors’ Society and is published quarterly 
in March, June, September and December. The 
views and opinions printed within are those of 
the contributors or Editor and are not intended 
to represent an official Society viewpoint unless 
specifically stated. The magazine is available 
only to members of The Society. No part of this 
publication, with the exception of the book reviews, 
may be reproduced without written consent of the 
Editor. The aims of The Society are to encourage 
and promote an interest in the history of golf 
and the collecting of items connected with that 
history. We welcome new members but extend 
little sympathy with any applicant who seeks 
membership for commercial gain. 

Copyright © BGCS
Printed by The Max Design &  
Print Company, York YO19 5SE
www.themaxdp.co.uk

Editor 
John Pearson, 8 Newton Terrace, York YO1 6HE
Telephone 01904 628711
Email: editor@golfcollectors.co.uk
THE BRITISH GOLF COLLECTORS SOCIETY
President  Philip Truett 
2011–12 COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Captain  Richard Atherton 01298 25937
Vice-Captain: David Kirkwood 01620 842744
Hon Secretary Bob Fletcher 0121 353 3057
Hon Treasurer John Still 0131 225 6222

Committee
Robin Griffiths 01278 788321
David Hamilton 01344  476070
Liz MacDonald 01832 275429
Clive Mitchell 0121 445 3390
John Mullock 01694 771771
Tony Norcott 01676 522237
Nigel Notley 01462 742029
Chris Walker 01234 771536

Membership & Fixture Secretary  
Hamish Ewan, 20 Druim Ave., Inverness, IV2 4LG
Telephone 01463 231145
Email taormina@btinternet.com

Society Website: golfcollectors.co.uk

Cover: J Michael Brown’s picture for the 1904 
Life Association Calendar features Harry Vardon 
putting at Prestwick during his match against 
James Braid, in the first international match of 1903 
between English and Scottish PGA professionals. 
A number of former Open Champions, including 
Taylor, Park, Fernie, White, Herd  and Ray, are in 
the gallery.

THROuGH THE GREEN
September 2011

 2 Captain’s Letter 

 3 Society News 

  7 The unusual Specifications of Robert Tyre Jones’s Irons

Ian Forrester explores unusual swingweights

  10   Letter from America

Muckson on Vinnie Giles

 12 Dr David Malcolm of St Andrews: 1939 - 2011

  Obituary

 14 Lord Kennedy’s Bet

Nocturnal golf match re-enacted by David Hamilton and the 

the late David Malcolm

 18  Irish Musings

  John Hannah on Fred Daly

 21 The First Edition of the Rules of Golf

Neil Millar on the history of published rules

 28 A Matter of Perspective

Peter Lewis takes a new look at an old painting

 33 Golf in Scotland During the Second World War

Luke Harris with more wartime history

 38 Letter from Oz

Michael Sheret on champions, a pro’s pro, distinguished 

visitors and a prize 

 40 The Croquet Stroke in Golf

Michael Sheret on illegimate putters

 45 In the Interests of Accurate History

Jeff Ellis challenges

 52  Book Reviews



2 |  Through the Green ·  sept 2011

Captain’s Letter

The summer seems to have raced past and I think that all our 
fixtures have been played in good weather – with the possible 

exception of the Central England Championships at Coxmoor where 
we encountered rain and strong winds which made holding the fast 
running fairways very challenging.

The excitement of the Open Championship at Sandwich will remain 
in our memories for a long time. Who said that golf was a Young 
Man’s Game? Darren Clarke was a very popular winner and Tom 
Watson played sublime golf in the worst of the weather on the Friday. 
Of the young guns, Rickie Fowler whilst unaccustomed to links 
golf, was clearly enjoying the experience. By contrast Rory McIlroy 
commented to the press that he was not going to bother adapting his 
game for one links event a year. Remembering his change of view 
after playing in the Ryder Cup, one wonders whether his opinion 
will alter as he matures! As I write this, I speculate whether one of 
Chubby Chandler’s stable of top professionals will win the uSPGA 
championship at the Atlanta Athletic Club.  Success for Luke Donald 
would be well deserved.

I hope all members are checking the new BGCS website regularly. 
Dick Durran is posting reports of matches and other items of interest 
as they are received. It will be of great help to the Committee if 
members ensure that their postal and email addresses are correct. 

An email to Dick, advising of new details will ensure that we can 
update our records, so that you will be certain to receive TTG, and 
can be contacted readily to ascertain your interest in participating 
in Society events.

Our vice-captain David Kirkwood has selected a strong team for the 
defence by the Europeans of the Hickory Grail, won at Falsterbo two 
years ago, and which will be contested this autumn at the Dormie 
Club in Pinehurst, North Carolina. This will be the seventh of 
these matches versus our American members and the Europeans 
have won 2, lost 3, halved 1, so will be keen to level the scores. At 
Pinehurst immediately prior to the Grail matches there is the Mid 
Pines Hickory Open, and a trade fair. Members who can arrive early 
are welcome to participate.

The calendar for 2012 is already filling. You will find a flyer for the 
anniversary meeting at St Andrews included with this issue of TTG. 
In order to confirm the reservations made on behalf of the society, 
we do need to have prompt responses from those members keen to 
participate, by October 13th as stated. Please do not delay and risk 
finding the event fully-booked. The Open Championship is to be 
played at Royal Lytham in 2012, and we have decided on Fleetwood, 
twelve miles from Lytham, for our customary meeting during the 
Championship. Fleetwood claims to be the only true links course on 
The Fylde with golf being played there as long ago as 1861. Although 
the original course was abandoned a long time ago, it is now the site 
of a very sporting pitch and putt course. We are assured of a warm 
welcome, excellent value for money and a fine jubilee dinner. 

My hopes of making an interesting acquisition this month were 
summarily dashed on cost grounds. A trawl through a local bric-a-
brac shop revealed a turn–of-the-century Osmond’s automaton golf 
club carrier. I withdrew discreetly in order to consult a fellow BGCS 
member as to what sum such an item might have made at recent 
auctions. I returned, armed with his advice, with the expectation that 
a modest payment would be all that was required, only to learn that 
the shop owner claimed to have obtained an estimate of £1,000 from 
one of our regular advertisers, and was therefore asking £700. Ouch!

Richard Atherton



Society News
Bob Gowland awarded the Murdoch Medal

Bob Gowland has long enjoyed 
a reputation for his expertise in 

ancient golf clubs. Much of this stems 
from his long experience as senior 
auctioneer and fine art consultant 
at Phillips, Bonhams and latterly on 
his own account, when he has had 
the opportunity of handling and 
examining many of the rarest of the 
early clubs. Not content with their 
examination and measurement, Bob 
has also researched the materials and 
methods used by craftsmen from the 
seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth  
centuries and gained practical 
experience through replicating many 
of the most famous examples. Some 

twenty or so years ago, he donated 
a replica of one of the Adam Wood 
play clubs as trophy for the Scottish 
Hickory Championship. Now retired, 
Bob has spent much of his time 
documenting and publishing his 
experiences in The Oldest Clubs, a book 
that was reviewed by Peter Crabtree in 
March TTG.  

Your Committee has unanimously 
agreed that Bob’s outstanding contri-
bution to the heritage of golf should 
be marked by the award of the 2011 
Murdoch Medal. Bob was cruising in 
the Pacific at the time of the traditional 
date of presentation – the dinner at the 
Meeting of the Open Championship. 

Arrangements will be made to pres-
ent the  medal at the time of the R&A 
Autumn Meeting.

Jim McArthur of St Andrews, a 
founding BGCS member, who this 

year took over the role as Chairman of 
the R&A Championship Committee. 
As Chairman, Jim announced the 
Champion Golfer of the Year at the 
prizegiving ceremony for the Open 
Championship at Royal St George’s. 

Jim is also a member of Crail, 
the Dukes and the New Club in St 
Andrews, where he is a past  captain 
and Club Champion off scratch in 
his younger days. Jim won the Eden 
Tournament in 1978 and was runner-up 
n 1974 and 1984.

Congratulations to ... And goodbye to ...

Eddie Bullock on his election as 
PGA Captain for the next two 

years. His career in golf began in 1971 
as assistant to Hedley Muscroft at 
Roundhay Municipal Golf Course 
in Leeds. He later gained his first 
head professional post at Bedford & 
County Golf Club where he served for 
21 years, then Woburn, as managing 
director. More recently Eddie has 
acted as non-executive director of 
golf at Goodwood and consultant to 
Bournemouth university. He is on the 
Golf Foundation’s board of trustees and 
keen advocate for the advancement of 
golf among all walks of society. 

Ron and Bev Archer, who 
return to Canada after three 

summers in Motherwell, with Ron as 
Congregational Development Officer 
to the Church of Scotland. Ron has 
enlivened many of our meetings with 
his enthusiasm for golf heritage and 
hickory play. He has been a perceptive 
contributor to Through the Green 
and other heritage publications and a 
more-than-competent performer on 
the links. Bev has been a charming 
attendee at many of our meetings. 

They have left many new friends in 
Scotland; we wish them well in their 
return to old ones in Toronto. 

so ciet y news |  3
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BGCS was well represented in the 
HSBC heritage tent at the Open 

Championship in July. By special 
invitation of the R&A, Ron Beatt and 
John Still were present for the entire 
championship week, talking about a 
general collection of their memorabilia, 
and demonstrating their skills both in 
the practice net, and at the club makers 
bench. 

John had a steady flow of customers 
wanting to check out the feel of hickory 
clubs. These included a replica track 
iron with a huge hosel, miniscule head 
and an ash shaft as thick as a broom 
handle. The challenge was to hit a 
shot into the net without shanking. 
With other clubs, the problem was the 
unyielding mat, which put a lot of strain 
on the shaft and yielded a steady flow 
of breakages to the repair bench. Ron’s 
skills with the drill, rivet and file drew 
much admiration, and he made the 
pages of the Daily Telegraph as one of 
the last hickory repair specialists in the 
country. In all he had to repair sixteen 
broken shafts from the practice net area.  

Ron demonstrated his playing skills 
in the neighbouring tent, which housed 
the replica of the Road Hole greenside 
bunker: to general astonishment and 
great admiration, he used his favourite 

60 degree niblick made by Anderson of 
St Andrews,  to escape from the bunker. 
Said Ron: ‘the ball stotted three feet past 
the pin, and screwed back to eighteen 
inches.’ 

He was also able to demonstrate to an 
American visitor, a goose-necked Fairlie 
iron as a sure cure for his shank. The 
visitor duly checked out the anti-shank 
properties to be true. His rapidly inflat-
ing offers to purchase the magic cure  
had to be politely declined.

The BGCS logo was much in evidence; 
spare back copies of Through the Green 
were distributed. An estimated 4000+ 
visitors came to see the demonstration. 
The most distinguished was 75-year-old 
Gary Player, who showed great interest 
in the heritage display. Gary looked in 
great shape, and revealed that he still did 
250 sit-ups a day. He can’t quite manage 
as many press-ups but is still capable of 
doing 100. Another visitor was BGCS 
member Jim McArthur, Chairman of 
the Championship Committee, 

John and Ron were willing volunteers 
to this busy week’s work, mostly miss-
ing breakfast for their 7.30 am start, and 
routinely getting back to their hotel after 
the restaurant had closed. 

The heritage community is grateful 
for their effort and commitment.

Heritage Golf at the Open

Ron and John at work

2010 Scottish Matchplay Musselburgh Challenge Midlands Spring Meeting

The 2010 Scottish Region Matchplay 
was substantially delayed by a 

number of factors, not least the weather. 
Eventually, the final was played prior to 
the Scottish Hickory Championships 
this year, the venue was Scotscraig and 
the finalists were Bill Mitchell and John 
Wood; Bill was the winner. 

John Rigg

The BGCS team of John Rigg, 
John Harris, Scott Patrick and 

Willie Tanner took to the links in the 
Musselburgh Old Course Golf Club 
2011 Challenge on the 18th of June. We 
tied for first place with two other teams 
with a scratch score of 89, but took the 
Silver Medal on the countback. This was 
the twelfth playing of this event and our 
record is one win, four seconds and four 
thirds. Just shows how guile and hickory 
experience can triumph over youthful 
vigour and low handicaps

John Rigg

The Wollaton Park Golf Club at 
Nottingham was the venue for the 

Midlands Region Spring Meeting on 
Tuesday the 14th of June 2011.  This gently 
undulating course designed in 1925 by 
Tom Williamson, the legendary Notts 
professional, threads its way through 
300 acres of historic parkland of the 
imposing sixteenth century Wollaton 
Hall. It provides a fair test to all golfers, 
has changed very little since it was laid 
out and is surprisingly close to the city 
centre.

Golf was followed by a convivial din-
ner at which Alec Shepperson, BGCS 
member and current President of the 



so ciet y news |  5

Match v Walton Heath

This year’s fixture took place on 
Saturday, the 25th of June, in 

excellent weather, adding sheen on the 
splendour of the clubhouse, course and 
catering. Despite various injuries and 
other causes we managed to play seven 
fourball better ball matches. We played 
the New Course, which suits hickory 
golf very well, with quite a number of 
regulars from previous matches. We 
welcomed Gordon Thorburn, a late 
stand-in and Bill Seldon a new hickory 
golfer who played a fine match. 

Sunningdales and byes were played, 
matches were close and the Home 
Club ran out the winners by one and a 
quarter points. Our President summed 
up proceedings with his usual humour-
ous asides, inviting us back for a drink 
later followed by a mass exodus to the 
local village pasta house. An excellent 
day. Long may the fixture continue. 

John Hawkins.

true greens and reasonably sparse rough 
owing much to the dry conditions 
enjoyed in the Midlands during spring 
and early summer. Attendance at the 
event was good with members travelling 
from all parts of the uK and there was 
a healthy representation of both old 
and modern equipment although some 
of the carries from the tees proved 
testing for some hickory exponents. 
However all enjoyed their day’s golf and 
the winner of the Captain’s prize was 
indeed a hickory player. The Society 
was delighted that the Club Captain, 
Philip Green, was able to participate 
in the event and he, in turn, welcomed 
the Society to the Club after an interval 
of a decade or more and hoped that 
the association would not have to wait 
another decade to be renewed. The Club 
Historian delivered a brief history of 
the Club and the Captain presented the 
prizes for the day.

  Overall winner Warren Latham   36 pts
Hickory winner Philip Truett        35 pts
Second  Bob Fletcher        35 pts
Ladies’ prize Glen Fletcher       34 pts

Bob Fletcher

original layout which remains ideal for 
hickory play.

Richard Atherton 

Notts union of Golf Clubs, presented 
the prizes. Warren Latham won first 
prize with a score of 40 points; our guest 
Paul Druce was runner up with 39 and 
Ian Spann third with 36.

Keith Bilbie

Captain’s Day

Match v Mackenzie 
Society

Open Championship 
Meeting at Littlestone

Literati of the Links

As Captain’s Day and the traditional 
match against the MacKenzie 

Society at Cavendish GC, the Captain’s 
home club, were on successive days 
it was decided to hold the former 
event at Sutton Coldfield GC. Sutton 
Coldfield is the senior club in the area 
being founded in 1889 and enjoyed the 
attentions of Dr Alister MacKenzie in 
the years following the First World War 
and, while inevitably modifications have 
taken place over the years, these have 
been minor and the course remains 
much as MacKenzie planned. All com-
petitors enjoyed a benign, soft, English 
summer’s day and the heathland course 
was in excellent condition with fast, 

Although several of the society team 
members opted to play with mod-

ern clubs, they were unable to break the 
MacKenzie Society’s  winning run in the 
fourth annual match at Cavendish on 
the 1st of July, losing  five matches and 
halving two. Top match was a singles 
between the newly appointed young 
Cavendish professional, Joel Dowland, 
suitably dressed and keen to try playing 
with hickories against Neil Hutchinson. 
The result was a close match, but 
eventually a highly-prized scalp for Joel. 
This set the pattern for the majority of 
the ensuing pairs. On a pellucid and 
sunny July day, the course in its pastoral 
setting was in the best condition expe-
rienced for several years albeit with the 
scars on several greens of the winter 
drainage work still in slight evidence. 
No course alterations detract from 
the inspiration of Alister MacKenzie’s 

The Literati broke new ground 
in advance of the Open 

Championship in July, gathering at the 
Sandwich flat of BGCS member Brian 
Evens, just along from the course. 

Donald Cameron discussed his hunt 
for ‘social links’ in early Continental 
European golf and David 
Hamilton gave a tribute to David 
Malcolm, who died recently. Philip 
Truett produced an unusual historial 
gadget designed to measure distances 
on the putting green (eg six inches for a 
stymie and twenty yards for the size of 
green itself) and Robin Morris found a 
bazaar that related to the forgotten club 
at Coldingham and St Abbs Golf Club. 

New to the Literati, Neil Millar dis-
cussed and illustrated the publishing 
history of the Rules of Golf and Richard 
Williams reported that he found that 
ladies golf at Blackheath had consider-
able early vitality.

David Hamilton

Twenty-six members and guests 
returned to Littlestone on 

July 13th - the venue for our Open 
Championship meeting as in 2003. With 
the wind in our faces for the early holes, 
playing off the white tees on a links 
set up for the final Open qualifying 
event was a stiff challenge, especially 
for the hickory players. However the 
judges note on the results sheet that 
‘Hickories Reign Supreme’ gave credit  
to their achievements 

Ray Gossage Trophy         Robin Morris
Best Hickory                    Ian Lawlor
Best Lady                   Anne Waite
Best Guest                   Richard Fry
Best with modern clubs      Ross Galgut

 A dozen members joined the players 
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for an enjoyable dinner in the clubhouse 
with much crac. Overseas guests 
included Perry Somers and his wife 
Henriette from Germany, David Hando 
and his wife Katrina (nee Stott) from 
Australia and John and Holly Butler 
from the uSA. Also, old friends and 
founder BGCS members from Germany, 
Andrew Gauld and his wife Margaret. 

We are grateful to John Hawkins for 
arranging this successful event.

Richard Atherton 

Robin Morris at Littlestone

John Weston, the Midlands Captain, presents Jim Gray with the Walter Mechili Trophy

Sebastien Délagrange at La Boulie

French Hickory Championship Forthcoming Events

Droitwich Meeting

The third French Hickory 
Championship took place over 

the La Boulie course, on the outskirts 
of Paris, on the 22nd and 23rd of July. 
Arnaud Massie was home pro when he 
won the French Open here 100 years 
ago.

This is a difficult championship 
course, made more challenging on this 
occasion, by showers of heavy rain. 
The winner was touring pro Sebastien 
Délagrange, with a five-over-par 77, by 
one stroke form defending champion 
Perry Somers. 

David Kirkwood won the handicap 
division with a net 76, by one stroke 
from Stuart Gibbs. Thirty-five players 
from seven countries took part, around 
half from the host country. 

Jean-Louis Panigel

As we approach the end of the sea-
son, the remaining events have all 

been trailed in the last issue of Through 
the Green; where necessary, entry forms 
have been distributed. 

The Newtonmore outing, for the 
North Scotland region, is scheduled 
for Tuesday, the 27th of September; the 
match against Rye members, followed 
by the English Hickory Chamnpionship 
will both take place at Rye GC on 
Thursday/Friday the 6th/7th of October; 
and the double-header against Clapham 
Common GC and The PGA at Mitcham 
GC and Walton Heath GCs is on the 
26th/27th October.  The respective 
organisers are Hamish Ewan, Tim 
Smartt and John Hawkins, whom 
members should address if they wish to 
participate.

Droitwich Golf Club, Worcestershire, 
was the venue for the Midlands 

Region Summer Meeting on the 24th of 
August. 

Thirty-one members and guests, 
including Roger Whiteman, the Club 
Captain, enjoyed fast-running fairways 
and tricky greens originally bathed in 
summer sunshine but later spoiled by 

rain. Golf was followed by a convivial 
dinner and presentation of prizes.

Walter Mechili Trophy     Jim Gray  37 pts
Second                          Richard Jeffs 36 pts
Third                             Ian Douglas 36 pts
Hickory prize                     Gavin Botterill
Best guest                    Luke Grant

A most enjoyable a event.
Keith Bilbie
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MuCH HAS BEEN WRITTEN about the career of 
Robert Tyre Jones, and by some of the greatest 
names in golf literature (Gantland Rice, Bernard 
Darwin and  OB Keeler to name but a few). Many 

aspects of his life have been covered and his famous hickory-
shafted Tom Stewart irons have been written about in some detail. 
I was therefore quite surprised when I recently read about technical 
specifications of his clubs in Ralph Livingston III’s magnificent 
book on Tom Stewart Jr.1 Ralph was given access to a large part 
of the Jones Grand Slam set by the Augusta National Golf Club, 
and his measurements of weight and swing weight tend to show 
that Jones’s set was anything but standard, and may be the most 
unorthodox ever used to win a major championship.

In a standard set of irons the goal of the manufacture is to 
produce a set of clubs with a matched swing weight, as  determined 
by balancing the weight of the head with the length of the shaft to 
give every club the same feel. In simple terms this means that for 
irons with short shafts you need to use a heavier head to give the 
club the same feel as a club with a long shaft (and lighter head). 
When looking at the specifications of Jones’s clubs, I initially 
came to the conclusion that Jones must have experimented with 
a completely different approach, trying to get the dead weight of 
every club head exactly the same, allowing the swing weight of 
the clubs to decrease as the shaft became shorter. This surprising 
approach usually results in short irons that have little feel in the 
head – something that good players generally don’t like. It was 
probably only Jones’s superb rhythm and timing that made it 
possible to be consistent with clubs of these specifications.

When I contacted Ralph Livingston to ask for his opinion, he 
wisely advised me to take in to consideration how Jones assembled 
his set and how he used each individual club. After re-reading 
Down the Fairway,2 The Bobby Jones Story 3 and Golf is my Game,4 

a second more plausible scenario come to light: namely that Jones 
trusted his sense of feel completely; he wasn’t bothered by club-
making conventions or theories and was only interested how each 
individual club felt and performed.

Although Down the Fairway was printed in 1927 and gives 
information about the early part of his career it does give a good 
indication of how he assembled his set. He stated: ‘I love the irons. 

And knocking about a good deal I have gradually accumulated a 
set that seems to fit.’ Later in the paragraph he states: ‘Mr East, a 
designer and club engineer, told me the micrometric measurements 
and the scientific weighings and testings showed in my own crude 
and purely instinctive way I had assembled, all unknown to myself, 
a perfectly coordinated set of clubs. “All but the mashie niblick”, 
said Mr East. It was a sort of maverick.’ Another clue is to be found 
in his description of how he used different clubs, how different 
swings were required for every club and for different weather 
conditions, and how his style suited playing long irons more than 
the pitching clubs.

Keeping the feel
It is obvious that Jones was both interested in, and proud of his 
clubs, and he stated as much in Golf is my Game, when he retired 
he was said to have assembled and acquired around 200 clubs. This, 
in my opinion, is the action of a golfer that was constantly trying 
to improve the playability of his tournament set. The process of 
reshafting favorite iron heads that he also describes in Golf is my 
Game gives us a great insight to how he approached fine-tuning his 
clubs. He would get the pro at East Lake to shaft his iron heads but 
would supervise the whole process, which could take several days. 
Jones would start by assessing the pro’s stock of candidate shafts, 
and after the best one had been fitted, a lengthy process of gradually 
sanding the shaft to achieve the correct flex and feel, started. One 
can imagine Jones going back and forward from the practice area 
to the pro shop suggesting minute adjustments until eventually the 
correct feel had been achieved.

It is easy to imagine that he followed exactly the same process 
when he was grinding his iron heads, removing a little metal every 
day until the perfect feel had been attained. Most golfers choose 
new clubs in the same way, first they look for a head shape they like, 
then they check the feel of the shaft, and finally they think about 
the preferred weighting of the club. I am sure that Jones would 
have been no different, first looking at head shape not worrying 
too much if the head was on the heavy side, knowing that could be 
reduced later on.

It is probably just a coincidence that the total weight of each of 
Jones clubs ended up being very similar, maybe his superb sense of 

The Unusual Specifications of  
Robert Tyre Jones Grand Slam Irons

Ian Forrester
Explores the unusual swingweight patterns within Bobby Jones’s set of tournament irons
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feel is the reason that they ended up this way. In Down the Fairway 
Jones states that he very rarely hit his irons full out, nearly always 
holding something in reserve. This is possibly the reason he was 
able to maintain his rhythm with light clubs. The only club with 
a standard swing weight (the 1 iron) was of course the only iron 
where he was trying to achieve maximum distance.

Jones’s clubs have the following weights and swing weights, for 
the purpose of comparison I have also listed the details of a modern 
set and a typical 1930s hickory set.

Bobby Jones’s Grand Slam Irons, made by Tom Stewart

Iron Swing Wt Total Wt (g) Length (in)

1.5 D1 412 39.12
2 C9 419 38.25
3 C2 422 37
4 B9 418 36.38
Spade Mashie C1 429 36

Modern Set with Steel Shafts

Iron Head 
Wt (g)

Shaft 
Wt (g)

Grip Wt 
(g)

Swing 
Wt

Total 
Wt

2 230 113 50 D1 393
4 246 113 50 D1 409
5 254 113 50 D1 417
6 262 113 50 D1 425
7 270 113 50 D1 433
8 278 113 50 D1 441
9 286 113 50 D1 449
PW 294 113 50 D1 457

Hickory Numbered Set from c.1930

Iron Head 
Wt (g)

Shaft 
Wt (g)

Grip 
Wt (g)

Swing 
Wt

Total 
Wt (g)

Length 
(in)

1 234 150 30 D1 414 39
2 242 150 30 D1 422 38.5
3 250 150 30 D1 430 38
4 254 150 30 D1 434 37.75
5 258 150 30 D1 438 37.5
6 262 150 30 D1 442 37.25
7 266 150 30 D1 446 37
8 274 150 30 D1 454 36.5
9 282 150 30 D1 462 36

Note: Specifications of the modern set are from the 2011 Golfsmith club fitting guide. 

In the modern set compared with a 1930s hickory set, the heads 
weight are very similar, the modern steel shafts are lighter (graphite 
would weigh about half of steel) and rubber grips would on average 

be heavier than leather ones. There was of course a great range of 
weights available in unfinished hickory shafts, ranging from 130 
grams to almost 200 grams and the same was true for grips. The 
figures I have used are based on average weight of the hundreds of 
club I have measured. The information on Jones’s Stewart irons is 
sourced from Ralph Livingston’s book, Tom Stewart Jr.6

The clubs themselves
When looking at images of Jones’s clubs the 1½ iron  appears to be 
unaltered and has a normal swingweight. Thereafter, every club 
appears to have more and more metal ground from the back of the 

club, making the Stewart stampings progressively less readable. The 
exception to this is Jones’s favourite 4 iron. This club has not been 
ground down, keeping its original markings but it is noticeably 
shorter than a normal Stewart 4 iron,6 by more than an inch. This 
short shaft length has the same effect as grinding the head; it 
reduces the swingweight by up to eight points on the scale.

In the spirit of Jones’s trial an error approach to club testing, 
I decided to try a very unscientific experiment and copy the 
specifications of two of his irons and see what they felt like. My 
donor clubs were a Stewart/Auchterlonie one iron that had almost 
identical specifiations to Jones’s  1½ iron and a Stewart/Vardon 

Jones shows perfect rhythm and balance in this half shot, from 1923
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iron that I adjusted to be very similar to his 3 iron. Obviously I have 
no way of knowing how similar the feel of the shafts were, but the 
length, loft, total weight and swingweight were almost identical to 
his originals.

Despite an initial scepticism I was pleasantly surprised how 
well my C2 swingweight 3 iron performed. My naturally slow 
rhythmical swing worked well with the club and I achieved a good 
distance and ball flight. But I did notice that after hitting about 50 
balls my swing was definitely speeding up. Hitting the 1 iron was 

no problem, as it is similar to that in my own set. But I did notice 
that when I tried alternate shots between clubs it became difficult 
to maintain a consistent rhythm. That fact that Jones was able to do 
this speaks volumes of his natural ability, athleticism and superb 
timing.

Some Unanswered Questions
1. Why did Jones prefer irons with this unusual weighting?  Was it 
something he experimented with at the end of his career? 

2. Why did Jones, who had a close relationship with master 
club copier Tom Stewart, not just get Stewart to make him some 
prototype lightweight clubs rather grinding the weight off the 
back of his own clubs? Stewart was known to offer heads in three 
different weights: light, standard and heavy.3

3. Why are the RTJ Stewart irons weighted normally, as they 
are reputedly a copy of Jones’s own set? Victor East, Spalding’s 
chief club designer and a good friend of Jones, famously measured 
Jones’s entire set after he retired, he claimed to have discovered that 
Jones’s set was perfectly matched, with the exception of his mashie 
niblick, to which Jones famously remarked: ‘I could never hit that 
darned club.’ The mashie niblick (a George Nicoll club) was reputed 
to have a swingweight of B9.7 which actually was not very different 
from the rest of his clubs. It is more probable that the club was a 
maverick because the shaft frequency, flex or torque didn’t match 
the others. It is interesting to ask why East did not remark on the 
unusual weighting of Jones’s entire set. 

4. Why did Jones not use this weighting system when he started 
designing clubs for Spalding after his retirement from competition? 

Conclusion
Of his 200 clubs Jones claimed that ‘about eighteen were on the 
active list’.4  Jones changed the make-up of his set slightly according 
to the type of course he was going to play on (links or inland). It 
is not known which of his irons saw action in all of the legs of 
his grand slam, but his favourite long irons are likely to have been 
amongst them. To understand fully the make-up of Jones’s iron set, 
it is probably necessary to change our perception of what a matched 
set means. To present day golfers, it is a set of clubs in which every 
club matches all of the others, with every club feeling identical, 
allowing us to try to make the same swing with all clubs. For Jones 
a matched meant something entirely different – a set of individual 
clubs with individual character, in which the idea of matched, was 
that each club matched with the type of swing(s) he wanted to be 
able to make with them. 

Acknowledgement
I would like to give special thanks to the help and advice of Ralph 
Livingston, without his guidance and wisdom I may well have 
missed the real reasons the Jones club ended up as they did.
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Letter from America
by Muckson

Among the venerable golf clubs in the 
united States is the Inverness Club in Toldeo, Ohio, 
which has hosted many national championships, 
including the 1973 united States Amateur won by 

Craig Stadler. In wandering through the clubhouse at Inverness, 
it may be easy to miss or ignore the beautiful grandfather clock 
that adorns the lobby. upon careful inspection, one notes that 
the clock was a gift to the Club by the professionals participating 
in the united States Open there in 1920. One may also miss the 
significance of the clock if unaware that the gift was in apprecia-
tion not of hosting the event, but for the seemingly simple act 
of permitting the professionals competing in the Open that 
year to use the clubhouse – something previously reserved at 
all prior championship sites for the amateur competitors. The 
inscription on the clock reads:

God measures men by what they are
Not by what they in wealth possess
This vibrant message chimes afar
The voice of Inverness

In many respects, the 1920 uS Open and the rise of ‘touring’ 
professionals like Walter Hagen is a historic marker in the 
game of the Scots as played in the united States. Stephen Lowe 
captured this era and the changing tides intimately in his award-
winning book – Sir Walter and Mr Jones.  With the retirement 
of Bobby Jones, no amateur would again achieve the success 
that he had in major championship play. Indeed, after Jones 
very few of America’s finest players would compete very long 
as an amateur. Among those few, however, who never turned 
professional, but succeeded at the highest levels of the game 
were Dick Chapman, Chick Evans, Charlie Coe and William 
Campbell. And, when he eventually retires from competitive 
play, one additional name should be included on this list – a list 
that for all practical purposes may soon be all but permanently 
closed.

This ‘final’ amateur to be added to the list continues to com-
pete today, but reserves most of his playing to the senior amateur 
circuit. At the Beverly Country Club in suburban Chicago on 
September 18, 2009, John Grace watched an impossibly difficult 
downhill putt fall into the cup at the eighteenth hole and end 

his chances of becoming the uS Senior Amateur Champion.  
Afterwards he remarked, ‘It didn’t surprise me when it went in. 
He’s been doing that his entire life.’ The person who made that 
winning putt, and has been doing so ‘his entire life’, was Marvin 
Vinny Giles from Richmond, Virginia.  

In 1975, Grace and Giles had been teammates on the victori-
ous Walker Cup squad. Grace became a professional and had 
only regained his amateur status four years earlier. Giles has 
remained an amateur his entire life. On September 14, 2011, 
the united States Golf Association will again stage its national, 
senior amateur championship – this year at the Kinloch Golf 
Club in Richmond, Virginia. Future historians may look back 
on this event as the last hurrah for America’s last great amateur.  

At 68 years of age, most would say that any thoughts of 
another uSGA championship is the ultimate in wishful think-
ing. Former PGA Tour professional, current Champions Tour 
competitor, former client, and friend Bobby Wadkins would 
suggest that you bet against Giles at your peril. ‘He’s hitting it 
better than ever’, says Wadkins. As history or fate or providence 
might have it, the united States Senior Amateur Championship 
will be played not only in Giles’ hometown and not only at his 
home club, but on a golf course he helped to design. As the 
event’s unofficial ‘host’, it may be the ultimate in understatement 
to say that most eyes will be on Giles when the championship 
begins.  

When Giles won the Senior Amateur at Beverly Country 
Club two years ago, he added more accolades to an already 
impressive career. That victory not only gave him his second 
uSGA championship, but he established the record for most 
years ‘between’ uSGA championship victories. At a time when 
nearly every accomplished amateur joins the professional ranks 
right out of (or before completing) college, Giles remarkable 
amateur career, which now spans over 50 years, stands as an 
almost singular achievement.

In 1962 Giles was a fairly well-known, yet still unsuccessful 
college freshman from Lynchburg, Virginia when he made it 
to the finals of the Virginia Amateur. Coincidentally, his father 
made it to the finals of the VSGA Senior Amateur that year. 
Both finals would be held at the same time at The Homestead 
resort in western Virginia. Marvin Giles, Jr competed against 
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Vinny holes a long one in the 1967 US Amateur ... and another to win the 2009 US Seniors Championship

Smith Ferebee on The Homestead course while his son took 
on Sam Wallace on the Cascades course. While Ferebee was 
beating the elder Giles, Marvin Vinny Giles, III defeated Wallace 
in a performance that VSGA president, George Fulton, referred 
to as ‘the finest since the war’. His victory in the 1962 Virginia 
Amateur would be the beginning of not just a record-setting 
seven victories in Virginia’s premier championship, but of a 
career that would establish Vinny Giles as the greatest amateur 
to emerge from Virginia and one of golf ’s finest amateur com-
petitors ever.

Giles played golf as a youth and competed when he could. 
He had little success as a junior; however, he did win a State 
Jaycees Junior event as a fourteen-year old. After high school at 
Episcopal in Alexandria, Giles entered the university of North 
Carolina. It was after his freshman year at uNC that he won 
the 1962 Virginia Amateur. A call from Georgia’s golf coach 
led to a scholarship and three years of college golf, including 
‘All-American’ selection each year. After college Giles passed 
up a run at the professional circuit to attend law school at the 
university of Virginia.

In an era when he competed against future Hall of Fame 
players such as Ben Crenshaw, Tom Kite, Curtis Strange and 
Lanny Wadkins, not only did Giles win the 1972 uS Amateur, 

but what may be more remarkable, he finished second in the 
national amateur in 1967, 1968, and 1969.  And in 1975, he cap-
tured the British Amateur. During this same era he was the low 
amateur at the Masters in 1972 and at the united Sates Open 
in 1973. Giles was selected for and participated as a member of 
four Walker Cup teams (1967 – 1975), captained that team in 
1993, and was the low amateur in the uS Senior Open in 1993, 
1996, and 1997.

Giles’ important contributions to golf, especially in Virginia, 
went well beyond victories in national and regional golf cham-
pionships. He served as a leading administrator of the game as 
well as he served for two decades on the Executive Committee 
of the Virginia State Golf Association, including as service as its 
president in 1989 and 1990. 

After winning the uS Amateur in 1972, Giles nearly repeated 
the following year but was stopped by Craig Stadler, who was 
the champion when the tournament was held at The Inverness 
Club – 50 years after the historic Open Championship held 
there. John Grace may have stopped Giles from repeating as the 
uS Senior champion last year, but there will be few that will bet 
against Giles recapturing that championship when it is played 
this fall in his hometown.
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He was an eminent golf historian, scientist, 
university researcher, teacher, author, journalist 
and raconteur commanding international respect 
and admiration. As St Andrews’ leading historian, 

he was a natural successor to D Hay Fleming, the celebrated 
nineteenth century scholar. David was passionate about the 
history of golf, particularly that connected to St Andrews, 
where he had lived and played from an early age. He applied 
his formidable intellect to researching and documenting the 
factors and characters that made the Town the ‘Home of Golf ’.

He was, however, a golf historian with a difference. With 
terrier-like detective work he regularly unearthed vital 
previously unknown primary sources of information that 
enabled him to present entirely new insights into his subject. 
Not for him was the gleaning of material from what others, 
often incorrectly, had previously written. Whilst the St Andrews 
Links courses were David’s natural habitat, his spiritual home 
was the national libraries, archive collections and research 
facilities at both home and abroad. He spent thousands of 
hours in such establishments all over the world. Yet whilst being 
totally immersed in the fine detail he was also vitally able to 
stand back, analyse and see the bigger picture.

Never afraid of controversy and having his say, he was 
a stalwart of the St Andrews local community, protecting 
without fear or favour the interests of golf and ensuring that 
its history and traditions were upheld. One such example of 
this was when suddenly and without notice or discussion the 
Road Hole Bunker on the seventeenth hole of the Old Course 
was dug up and moved to a more benign position with reduced 
severity. David reported this in his regular weekly column 
on Scotland Online and elsewhere, branding the change as 
a tragedy and desecration of the Old Course. This made the 
headlines throughout the world and he was inundated with 
messages of support. He had made his point and it was not long 
before the most famous and notorious bunker in the world was 
restored to something like its former glory. Nobody was safe 
from his watchful eye, not even The R&A, but if later events or 
evidence proved him wrong he would always gracefully recant. 
Often irreverent and intolerant of authority or pomposity, his 

left-of-centre views could give a fresh view on the local and 
national golfing world.  

His achievements were legion. After his distinguished 
academic career in both Scotland and the uSA, during which 
he studied and researched the human genome, he was twenty 
years a science teacher at Madras College, St Andrews. The large 
number of accolades from former pupils following his death 
attest to his brilliant and inspirational teaching.

He wrote regular golfing articles for the Guardian, New York 
Times, Golf Weekly and Scots Magazine as well as making many 
TV and radio appearances both in the uK and America. In 
addition he was a frequent historical adviser and consultant to 
foreign sports TV channels including ESPN.

David was involved in the re-establishment of the 
Kingsbarns Golf Club, researching its early history as a 
society from the original minute books, which he tracked 
down. His original research into the circumstances of David 
Strath’s departure for Melbourne in 1878 was classic Doc Malc 
detective work. Together with Noel Terry, BGCS member 
and Historian of Royal Melbourne, Strath’s unmarked grave 
in the Presbyterian section of Melbourne General Cemetery 
was located after remaining forgotten for 127 years. David 
travelled to Australia to unveil a gravestone subscribed to by 
every golf club in St Andrews. This ceremony was followed by 
a Commemoration Dinner at Royal Melbourne Clubhouse at 
which he was the main speaker.

One of his last assignments was to write a history of 
Hamilton Hall in St Andrews for the Kohler organisation, 
the new owners of The Hamilton Grand. Also to be published 
shortly is the story of the Strath family, co–authored with Noel 
Terry and another book with Dr David Hamilton about the 
nineteenth century decadent golfing gambling set. 

When the St Andrews Links Trust bought the Tom Morris 
shop business in late 2010 they consulted David regarding 
background history, layout and images for display in the 
completely re-modelled and renovated premises. It was his 
last assignment before he fell ill and sadly could not attend 
the re-opening. He described as ‘A Providence … a blessing 
upon the Town’ that the Trust had taken over the Tom Morris 

Dr  DAVID MALCOLM of St ANDREWS
1939 - 2011

David Malcolm, affectionately known as Doc Malc, died after a short 
illness at the age of 71 in St Andrews on the 4th of June 2011.
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business because it was being restored 
to its rightful place as one of the most 
historically significant memorials in 
golf.

His magnum opus, however, was 
Tom Morris of St Andrews, The Colossus 
of Golf, 1821–1908, co-authored with 
Peter Crabtree. Peter recalls, ‘In about 
1994 I met David by chance for the 
first time in the New Golf Club, St 
Andrews. That meeting was to prove 
to be a life changing experience for me. 
He told me he had been researching 
the story of Tom Morris and his family 
all his adult life and he was utterly tired 
of all the nonsensical and inaccurate 
myths that had been repeated and 
embellished over the years and that 
he was determined to tell the story 
as it really was. Was I interested in 
collaborating with him, he asked? 
Some fourteen years later and after 
many a prickly discussion our book 
was published. During this time I 
became to know David really well 
and I soon realised that under all his 
intensity and seriousness was a very 
warm hearted, fun-loving, caring and 
colourful personality.’ 

In St Andrews he was a enthusiastic 
founder-member of the ‘Literati of the 
Links’ who meet regularly to present 
their work on the literature of golf. 
He contributed with an impish sense 
of humour, and woe betide anyone 
indulging in sloppy scholarship or 
offering faulty dates. But members 
soon realised that he was not always 
right himself, and he would recant and with good humour if 
found out.  He had formidable writing skills which managed to 
combine detail with an engaging narrative. He spoke easily and 
lucidly without notes, even on important occasions.

Visitors might be taken aback by his intellectual rigour in 
matters golfing. On one occasion, members in the lounge of the 
New Club were concerned when a discussion, about the date of 
death of one of the Morris family between David and a visiting 
American, became heated. The members were further alarmed 
when they overheard that the two agreed to ‘step outside’ to 
settle the matter. In fact David was marching the visitor to the 
Cathedral churchyard to prove his point.   

David played golf well and had a low single figure handicap 

for most of his golfing life. A veritable pillar of the New Club he 
was a member for 53 years, Captain in 1993 and an Honorary 
Life Member since 2005. He had a memorable under par start 
on the long Jubilee Course in his usual game with his great 
friend Duncan Lawrie on the day before admission to hospital.

Historians’ work improves with age. He took his unexpected  
illness with his usual tough resolve, but did admit that he would 
have liked more time. So do we all.

His passing is a grievous loss to St Andrews and the history 
of the game. Our thoughts are with his wife Ruth, two sons 
Jamie and Toby, stepdaughter Sophie and two grandchildren, 
to whom we offer our deepest sympathy.

PEC/DNHH

Copy deadline for December TTG is the 15th of November
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Lord Kennedy was in top form. He was at the Race Week 
in the 1820s at Montrose, north of Carnoustie, Scotland’s 
premier flat-racing event, and nothing was closer to his 
heart than racing. Except perhaps fox-hunting, shoot-

ing, and maybe golf. He was hosting his racing pals at the ‘race 
ordinary’, the noisy evening gathering of the elite inner circle of 
racing and hunting men who, over food and drink, set the rules and 
conditions for the week’s events. The group had gathered from near 
and far. With him that night would be his young wealthy sporting 
neighbours, since this fertile area supported the estates of some 
older Scottish families. Others were heirs to the estates bought by 
their merchant fathers who grew rich on Montrose’s trade in jute 
and sugar. Other racing men joined the event from Fife across the 
Tay estuary or from Perthshire. Many of them were also golfers, 
with multiple memberships of the leading golf clubs of the day 
– St Andrews, Perth and North Berwick and even Blackheath in 
London – and they made almost another racing circuit out of these 
clubs’ medal competitions. 

The Montrose group also supported fox hunts in Scotland 
and England, and even in the tough world of British sport, 
some, like Lord Kennedy, had national reputations for high 
profile challenges and extravagant wagering. Travel seemed 
to offer no difficulties and many stayed for some months in 
London over winter – the ‘Scottish Season’. Two of them were 
well-known, even notorious, in Sweden. They were far from 
being the dignified county gentlemen with the Presbyterian 
rectitude found in Victorian Scotland later. Instead, these men 
in their far-from-prudent habits and restless, extravagant life-
styles, were for a few decades at this time following the example 
of a disastrous national role model. He was Britain’s Prince 
Regent, known for his many weaknesses, notably gambling and 
a dysfunctional family life.  

The principal
Lord Kennedy (1794-1832) was the son of the Earl of Cassilis, 
owner of an extensive Ayrshire estate, including the land round 
Turnberry. The Earl had married into the Erskine of Dun family 
at Montrose, and since young Kennedy had spent time there 
as a boy, he was on home territory. Fond of sporting action 

at all times, and doubtless with much drink taken, he had 
an impulsive idea. He would give out a golfing challenge. He 
perhaps had an opponent in mind, or in the style of the time 
among the gambling men, he proposed a wager and waited for 
an acceptance. Starting with a sum of money and conditions, 
the bet could be altered and conditions changed until it was 
attractive enough to be taken up. Kennedy may have announced 
his challenge and waited for the semi-legal phrase ‘Done with 
you, Sir’ to come forth from a guest. Once taken up, all involved 
then would then add to the action with side bets and these 
would be noted down quickly in the gentlemen’s little flip-top 
notebooks, and confirmatory slips would be exchanged. These 
books are seen in the sporting paintings of the time, notably 
in Charles Lees’ panoramic painting The Golfers where they 
are in use by no less than three of the spectators. Betting may 

Lord Kennedy’s Bet

A nocturnal golf match in the 1820s
Re-enacted by David Hamilton and the late David Malcolm

Lord Kennedy (1794-1832) was involved in this night-time golf match 
and also in many other high-stakes sporting challenges.
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also feature in Francis Grant’s painting The Founders of North 
Berwick Golf Club.  

But it is likely that Kennedy had an old sporting opponent 
in mind, another golfing and racing friend.  

The wager
We know the main details of Kennedy’s challenge. It was made 
late, at about 10 pm, long after the early dinner hour of the times 
and doubtless when much drink had been taken by all. The 
match was for singles match-play, over three holes. And it was 
for £500 per hole. In today’s money this could risk a three-hole 
loss of at least £75,000, possibly more.1 And the match was to 
be played there and then. Though this sum of money on such 
a match seems improbable, it was not an unusual bet for these 
men at the time. It was a fine piece of high-stakes, exuberant, 
reckless gambling characteristic of these Regency times. 

But an opponent may have hesitated to take up the 
challenge. Firstly, Kennedy was a good golfer. He was captain 
of the nearby Aberdeen Golfers in 1817 and 1829, and he 
knew the ‘velvet’ Montrose Links well.  He would be difficult 
to beat in any golf match, and even for this group, the stake 
was a large one.  Secondly, everyone knew that Kennedy was 
short of money and it was possible that he might not pay up.  
Kennedy had moved after marriage to live at his heiress wife’s 
home and estate near Stonehaven, 23 miles north of Montrose. 
He was waiting patiently for his cash inheritance plus the family 
Ayrshire estate to come to him on the death of his wealthy, but 
healthy, father. In the meantime he was short of money, and 
though he had married into new money, derived from the West 
Indies sugar trade, he was also steadily going through his new 
wife’s fortune. To add to this, though Kennedy steadily lost stake 
money, he was a bad loser, and after a major bet went against 
him in England, he was known to have ‘brooded the loss and 
turned over and over in his mind how he could have revenge’. 
Still annoyed, he had not paid up. This was a serious matter 
among the gentlemen and he had been reported to the elite 
Jockey Club at Newmarket, which ran the racing world, and 
acted as a sort of court of gambling morals. He was censured. 

Who was at the table and heard Kennedy’s £500 challenge? 
The celebrated Captain Barclay (1779-1854), related to 
Kennedy’s wife, was almost certainly present, since he would 
enjoy the races and lived at ury, only 24 miles to the north.2  He 
was Britain’s celebrity sportsman, and specialised in personal, 
high-stakes, well-publicised endurance foot races, and he 
helped organise professional pugilism which, though illegal, still 
flourished via support from the shadowy group of gentlemen 
called ‘The Fancy’. But Barclay was no golfer. The racing men 
who were golfers, and likely to be in town, included notables 
like the Perthshire Moncrieffes, notably Sir David (1788-
1830), captain of the R&A in 1817, who had recovered from 
near bankruptcy in 1821, but died young. Certainly present 
was George Fullerton Carnegie, the poet-golfer, who not only 
owned three estates close by and raced his own horses, but 
also owned the Montrose golf links at that time.  But Carnegie 

was only a moderate player. Carnegie’s friend Ranald George 
Macdonald – ‘Clanranald’ – a better golfer and a fashionable 
favourite of the Prince Regent, may have one of the company, 
and Sir David Baird (1795-1852) may well have been present. 
Married to Kennedy’s sister, Baird was a highly skilled golfer, 
captain at St Andrews in 1842 and a regular medallist there and 
at North Berwick and elsewhere.  But all the evidence is that 
Baird was careful about money and avoided the reckless betting 
of the others. A possible dinner opponent from this close-knit 
group was John Campbell of Saddell, known as the longest 
hitter of the golfers of the time, a fearless rider and fox-hunter. 
He was captain of the fashionable North Berwick Golf Club, 
following Sir David Baird, but Saddell was not known to take on 
large bets. The golfing Grant brothers – John, Hope or Francis 
would be represented – particularly as John is shown betting 
in The Golfers. The two other gentlemen also wagering in Lees 
great painting – Sir Norman Lockhart and Col Murray Belshes 
- may have been present. And importantly, never missing an 
important race meeting, was their slightly older eminence 
grise Sir William Maule, Sir David Baird’s uncle, later Lord 
Panmure. He was the wealthy, womanising bully who owned 
the notorious Brechin Castle nearby, and it was he who rescued 
Sir David Moncrieffe’s finances by giving him a timely loan. 
Certainly present was young Horatio Ross (1801-86), since 
it was he who later gave the brief account of the match.3 He 
was Britain’s champion pigeon shooter, but was not known as a 
golfer. Named after his godfather Lord Nelson, who was a friend 
of his father, Ross owned the estate of Rossie only two miles 
distant from Montrose.  

Kennedy’s opponent in the impulsive bet is known to be his 
young wealthy golfing friend, James Cruikshank the younger 
(1798-1844), of Langley Park, an estate only two miles from 
Montrose.4 His father James Snr had sugar plantations in 
the West Indies and there he had prospered, greatly assisted 
by slave labour, and then returned to Scotland in middle life 
and purchased the Montrose estate. James Jnr served for a 
while in the fashionable 18th Royal Hussars, but returned to 
Montrose in 1818. Young Cruikshank enjoyed shooting with 
his neighbour Horatio Ross, and both were notable at winter 
events at the Red House grounds at Battersea in London, where 
Ross was the secretary of this fashionable, high-stakes pigeon-
shooting club. At Montrose, Cruikshank and a skilled local 
golfer Captain Bertram – ‘never rivalled at the game’ – played 
two Edinburgh players Hay and Wood for £100 in 1829 and the 
Caledonian Mercury of 14th September noted that the match 
‘on which bets to a considerable extent depended’ was in front 
of ‘a great concourse of spectators, both on horseback and on 
foot’.5 Cruikshank and Kennedy had played against each other 
in another high-stakes £300 golf match at St Andrews.6 In 
short, Kennedy and Cruikshank were accustomed to golfing 
challenges, though this night match was an unusual one, even 
for them. 
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The match
When the match was made, there was probably hilarity and 
uproar round the table. If Saddell was present, his usual role 
in leading the singing, with sporting songs by himself, would 
be postponed. There would then be a serious discussion of the 
‘conditions’ for the challenge, since the sportsmen always looked 
to exploit any loopholes. The conditions were important, as 
none of the sports had national rules. There would be haggling 
over any strokes to be given (probably none on this occasion) 
and the details of the lighting of the course was crucial. The 
agreed match conditions allowed only one lantern at the green 
and one to be carried by a caddie for each player. With the 
formal conditions settled, those present would add to the action 
and indulge in spread betting round the table. If Captain Barclay 
was dining, he may have assisted with his advice on staging a 
night event, for he had famously illuminated the Newmarket 
race course for the great night-time foot race challenge in 1809 
which gave him his national fame. 

The players and the others moved out to the Links. Extra 
boy caddies were summoned and, placed along the course, and 
accustomed to hearing the whistling featherie balls in flight, 
they ran and marked the balls on landing. Horatio Ross was at 

the match and described this use of the caddies and also recalled 
that all were impressed at the scoring. The two players were only 
about one stroke over their normal form, scoring six or seven at 
night as against five or six in daylight. The match finished with 
the winner one up on the third green. The stake money would 
be either handed over in cash – the ‘blunt’ – or a credit note 
given – a binding debt among gentlemen.  

The result
Who won? Curiously, the winner, gaining £500, is not known, 
and the date remains vague, and for a curious reason. The match 
was only described much later when the great gambling era in 
the Regency times was past and Victorian attitudes had changed 
everything. Ross’s account of Kennedy’s challenge is found in 
Wheeler’s book Sportascrapiana of 1867 which nostalgically 
collected sporting anecdotes from the exuberant days of old. 
Why was the winner forgotten? Wheeler hints that it was 
because the money stake involved was not unusual for the times. 
Some of the details of the evening escaped him, including the 
winner, lost amongst the blur of similar events in the sporting 
life of the former times. 

Three of those included in Lees’ painting The Golfers allowed themselves to be shown taking and making bets.They were John Grant, Col Murray Belshes  and Sir Norman Lockhart. 
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Three of those included in Lees’ painting The Golfers allowed themselves to be shown taking and making bets.They were John Grant, Col Murray Belshes  and Sir Norman Lockhart. 

Aftermaths
When the decadent period came to an end with the death of the 
dissolute King George, formerly the Prince Regent, a sterner 
Victorian ethos promptly replaced it. Gambling was no longer 
seen as noble and manly and there had been many casualties. 
Money had been easy in Regency times, particularly when 
estate rents and income were high during the French wars, 
and the feckless heirs to these estates enjoyed unrestrained 
spending. But when estate incomes fell and debts mounted, the 
end was nigh. Ross of Rossie was bankrupt, but retreated to 
the Highlands and took up the new photography with success. 
Panmure fled the country with his serving maid and Hope 
Grant on return from China announced in St Andrews that his 
huge wagering was a thing of the past. Francis Grant had lost his 
inheritance, largely through joining the dissolute fox-hunting 
group at Melton Mowbray, but successfully turned to painting to 
make a living.  Carnegie was bankrupt, lost his three Montrose 
estates, and became ‘a burden on the aunt’. He then took up 
poetry, but died in penury, after ‘a lingering illness’ possible 
a coded reference to alcoholism. Saddell’s high life had not 
helped his finances, but, selling his Argyll estates, he survived. 
Clanranald steadily sold his huge West Highland estates, but to 

no avail, and was soon insolvent. James Cruikshank, Kennedy’s 
opponent, was in trouble by 1830, and with the abolition of 
slavery, the West Indies profit stream dried up. He borrowed 
money widely using his Montrose estate as security, and then 
there was a forced sale of most of the Langley Park estate to try 
to meet his debts. Cruikshank died young, soon after, aged 44.

And the ebullient, reckless Lord Kennedy? To keep up 
his life-style while waiting for his inheritance, he even sold 
his young wife’s Dunottar House and estate, and this raised 
£250,000. But even this strategy failed, and the money was soon 
gone. He also died young, age 38, while his wealthy father was 
still alive, and he had gained nothing. With his wife’s family 
money gone, he left her and children penniless. 

If Lord Kennedy did win £500 that night in Montrose, it 
may have helped, in a small way, to postpone this evil day.……
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Notes
1. Conversions of the pound at that time to 2010 values can be done 
with various formulae: this is a conservative estimate. A skilled artisan 
earned about £1 per week at that time

2. See Peter Radford’s The Celebrated Captain Barclay, London, 2001

3. Found in C.A.W. [C.A.W.Wheeler] Sportascrapiana by Celebrated 
Sportsmen, London, 1867

4. For Cruikshank, see the excellent account by Amanda Briant-Evans 
in the Montrose Basin Heritage Society’s Ebb and Flow: Aspects of the 
History of Montrose Basin, Balgavies, 2004

5. See also the Dundee Courier 26th September 1829 

6. The Montrose Review August 19th 1824 describes that ‘On Saturday 
week, six matches of seven holes each, for fifty guineas a match (beside 
a number of by bets) was decided on St Andrews Links: the players 
were the right honourable Lord Kennedy and J Cruikshanks (sic), jun, 
Esq of Langley Park, the latter of whom received considerable odds 
from his lordship, and was successful in five out of six matches. Strokes 
may, after all, have been given in the night match. 
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Irish Musings
by John Hanna

My Irish Musings in this issue come to you from 
‘The Golf Capital of the World’, which, of course, is 
Northern Ireland. We are now home to three Major 
Championship winners in the last thirteen months: 

Graeme McDowell uS Open Champion 2010; Rory McIlroy uS 
Open Champion 2011; and Darren Clarke Open Champion 2011. 
What a time it has been for golf in this part of the world. With 
a population of just under 1.8 million the odds in favour of this 
performance happening were astronomical. In fact according to 
a recent article in a uK national newspaper given the size of the 
population and the number of champion golfers from here this 

ratio shows that Northern Ireland is the best golfing country in 
the world! There is no truth in the story that there is something in 
the water; still you never know. It is rumoured that property values 
around Portrush have shown a considerable increase in the last 
year!  The euphoria around the Causeway Coast, which includes 
the World Heritage site the Giant’s Causeway. Also Portrush and 
Bushmills, home of the world famous whiskey, has been amazing 
since Graeme arrived home last year. His club, Rathmore GC, which 
is attached to Royal Portrush, gave him a tumultuous welcome. 
Similarly this month Royal Portrush did the same for Darren. 
He marked the occasion by presenting his Open Championship 
medal to the Club. Of course, members of the BGCS, especially 
those who joined me at Royal Portrush during my Captain’s week 
will know that Darren is not the first ulsterman to win the Open 
Championship, or indeed the first from Portrush. (Although 
Darren lives in Portrush now, he originates from Dungannon in 
County Tyrone.) There were similar celebrations here before, and 
in Belfast, for ulster’s only other Open Champion. This honour fell 
to Fred Daly, who won the Championship at Royal Liverpool in 
1947. So while it has been a long wait over the last 64 years, it has 
been worth waiting for. People will have read all about Darren in 
recent weeks, but how many remember Fred? The older generation 
will never forget him.

Fred
Fred Daly was born in Causeway Street, Portrush in October 
1911, the son of Daniel and Anne, (Nancy) Daly. Daniel Daly was 
a blacksmith, who worked at Simpson’s Forge on Causeway Street. 
Fred was the youngest of a family of six, three boys and three girls. 
From 1916 to 1925 he attended Kelly Memorial Public Elementary 
School in Portrush. In comparison with today, at this time no 
children would have left school with the idea of their chosen 
sport as their career. So it was with Fred, and after leaving school, 
or maybe even when at school, he caddied on the links at Royal 
Portrush Golf Club. His reward was a shilling (5p) a round. His 
father was keen to make sure he learned a skill, and so Fred was 
apprenticed to the electrical trade. This only lasted six months, 
and after a period assisting in the professional’s shop under PG 
Stevenson (Stevie), and doing a lot of caddying, he decided to Fred Daly - Open Champion
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become a professional 
golfer. Since leaving school 
he had been playing some 
golf, and his talent was 
very obvious to the RPGC 
members. They encouraged 
the young man in their 
midst, and his first set of 
clubs was given to him 
by Hugh Carson, a past 
Captain of the club. Another 
member, Nelson McMillen, 
helped Fred obtain his first 
professional appointment in 
1931 at Mahee Island Golf 
Club, in County Down. 
He was to be a part-time 
professional and the green 
keeper. This dual role was 
not uncommon at this time, 
especially in smaller clubs.

On the 20th May 1931 
Fred married his teenage sweetheart, Miss Jean McCreadie, of 
Chapel Square, Coleraine. After Mahee Island Fred moved first 
to Lurgan Golf Club in 1933, and remained there until 1939. His 
next club was City of Derry, where he was offered wages of £3/10/- 
per week, with a free house and coal, a considerable increase on 
his £2 a week at Lurgan. Though the greatest attraction to him was 
he no longer had to cut fairways and greens. He was a professional 
golfer. Plenty of servicemen, both British and American, were 
stationed in, or visited, the City which provided Fred with plenty 
of opportunities for giving lessons, and even more so for the 
lucrative money matches, which not only put a competitive edge 
on his game, but added a few welcome shillings in his pocket.  
Despite the arrival of the Second World War, Fred won the Irish 
Native Championship in 1940, and before the War ended he had 
won other competitions. Fred’s big move came in 1944 when he 
was lured to Balmoral Golf Club in Belfast by a wage of £5 per 
week. This was the highest amount paid to any professional in 
Ireland. He remained at Balmoral, and was synonymous with this 
Belfast club for more than 45 years.

Open Champion
The Open Championship was held at Royal Liverpool Golf Club 
in 1947. Among the entrants was a number of Irish golfers, the 
best known of whom were Fred Daly and Harry Bradshaw. On 
the first day Henry Cotton opened with a great round of 68, 
while Fred was in fourth place with a 73. Conditions were not as 
favourable on the second day and Daly came in with score of 70, 
a very good score on the day. Cotton, had a most uncharacteristic 
round scoring 78. Many of the first day leaders fell away, and 
Bradshaw missed the cut. In these days the last two rounds were 
played on one day, basically to allow the competitors to return to 
their clubs for a busy Saturday with their members. 

As the final day’s play began 
Fred led by four shots, but in the 
strong winds he made things 
difficult for himself with a third 
round of 78. Henry Cotton, the 
winner in 1934 and 1937, had a 
74 and was now tied with Daly. 
Another big difference between 
then and now is that the players 
did not go out in the last round 
in order of their scores. They 
went out in the same grouping as 
they had been in for the morning 
round. This was due to the fact 
that two rounds had to be played. 
So Cotton and Daly were not 
drawn to play with one another. 
Reg Horne of Hendon set the early 
club house lead with an aggregate 
of 294. Daly was not playing well, 
taking 38 shots for the first nine. 
He began the back nine much 

better with 3, 3, 4, and 3. The last of the threes was crucial, because 
at the short thirteenth hole he had missed the green with his tee 
shot. He shanked his second shot, but holed out from about 
fifteen yards for his bogey. (A par in old parlance.) For most of 
the round he had hit his irons well, and had putted well. This gave 
him confidence to tackle the remaining holes. Incidentally, this 
was the last time a player with a score in any round higher than 
75 won the Championship. After the sixteenth hole Fred was one 
under fours, but three-putted the seventeenth. Going to the last 
tee he knew he needed a birdie to win. Whistling to himself as 
he made his way through the large gallery he even took time to 
sign an autograph. Two great shots saw him safely home to about 
twelve feet, and he sank the putt to take the lead. 

Frank Stranahan, the American amateur, came to the last 
needing a two to tie Daly. After a monstrous drive, which split 
the fairway, he walked the short distance remaining right up to 
the green. He viewed the hole from every angle, and returned to 
his ball. He struck the iron beautifully, and the ball rolled right 
towards the hole. It is said it just missed the hole by inches. Fred 
was the Open Champion, the Golfer of the Year for 1947.  Fred 
knew none of this. He did not bother to go out and watch, but 
reasoned that what ever happened he could not change it. So he 
just waited, chatting with friends. He tells the story that he has 
heard that Stranahan’s ball came so close to holing out so many 
times, that he expects some time for the story to change, and find 
that the ball actually went in to the hole, and he had to go out in 
a play-off!

During his acceptance speech at Royal Liverpool, Daly said 
he was very honoured to receive the Claret Jug and take it back 
to Northern Ireland. He went on to say that the trophy had never 
been to Ireland and that he hoped the change of air would help it. 
Now it is back, let’s hope it is not as long again before it returns. 

Fred’s triumphant return to Belfast
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One young man by the name of Rory McIlroy might just 
see that this is the case. 

Celebrations
Another lovely story is that Fred and his good friend 
Harry Bradshaw celebrated with a few drinks immediately 
after the prize giving, and when they enquired in the 
Royal Liverpool club house if there was anything to 
eat, there were told there was nothing. So they headed 
into Liverpool and were joined in their celebrations 
by many friends from Northern Ireland. They were to 
sail on the night boat from Liverpool to Belfast to play 
in the Irish Open beginning at Royal Portrush on the 
Wednesday. Fred was the defending champion. A crowd 
of supporters, mostly from his Balmoral Club made 
the early morning trip to the docks to welcome their 
champion home. Despite the fact that they recognized 
many of the other golfers disembarking, there was no 
sight of Fred, or Harry, or indeed Max Faulkner, who 
was to win the Open Championship at Portrush in 1951. 
They had missed the boat, and returned to Belfast the 
following night.

Later Career
In addition to winning the Open in 1947 at the age of 36,  Fred 
achieved much in his career, despite the fact that, like so many of 
his contemporaries, the bulk of his prime golfing years coincided 
with the Second World War. After his Open Championship 
success there were detractors who talked of his win being a ‘flash 
in the pan’. Fred was able to show them otherwise, and many 
would have been proud of his record over the next four years. As 
defending Champion he was runner up to Henry Cotton in 1948; 
tied for second with Robert de Vicenzo, behind Bobby Locke in 
1950; fourth in 1951 at his home course at Royal Portrush, where 
of course he was the favourite; and third in 1952. He was seventh 
behind Ben Hogan at Carnoustie in 1953, and in 1955 still made 
the top ten at St Andrews. He was still competing in the Open in 
1958, when he was only just twelve strokes off the winning score.   

Fred had also a great record in the British Matchplay 
Championship. He was the first Irish winner and only the second 
man in the twentieth century to complete the double of the Open 
and Matchplay Championships in the same year. One day in 
the 1953 Championship stands out. He was drawn against Alan 
‘Tiger’ Poulton in the second round, and after eighteen holes they 
were still locked together, so they had to play a sudden death play-
off. Finally after a gruelling five hours and forty minutes Fred won 
at the twelfth extra hole. Not content with having set one record 
for the longest match, Fred then played a young up-and-coming 
professional called Peter Alliss in the third round, after only a 
ten minute break. Fred proceeded to produce scintillating golf 
resulting in one of the most forgettable matches in Alliss’ career. 
Fred scorched round the first nine in 31 shots and was close 
to giving Peter a ‘dog licence’, (this saying came about as a dog 
licence cost 7/6d, ie 7 and 6), but still the result was a crushing 

defeat of  6 and 5. This time he was on the course for only an hour 
and 50 minutes.

Fred had a great local record, winning the Irish Open in 1946. 
He won the ulster Professional Championship from 1936 to 1943, 
and then again in 1943, ‘46, ‘51, and finally in 1956, ‘57 and ‘58. 
He was the winner of the Irish Professional Championship in 
1940, ‘46 and ‘52. Fred’s golfing prowess earned him four places 
on the Ryder Cup, playing in 1947, ‘49, ‘51 and ‘53. 

The Player and Man
In describing Fred Daly Sam Snead echoed what every ulsterman 
knew; Fred Daly was the best long iron player in the world. Sam 
said, ‘he was the prince of iron players, and could knock your hat 
off with a one iron at 220 yards’.  Former Open Championship 
winner Henry Cotton partnered Fred in many money matches 
particularly against Americans. He said he kept Fred hidden 
behind the starter’s hut until the bets were settled.

Fred was known and loved all round the world for his ready wit 
and charm. He was the shilling a round caddie, who never had a 
lesson in his life, yet won the Open Championship. If riches were to 
be measured in relationships, then Fred would have been one of the 
richest champions, as he had many, many friends. Of course winning 
the Open nowadays results in the winner receiving many millions of 
pounds. In addition to his £900,000 first prize, Darren was able to pick 
up a bonus cheque from one of his sponsors for £2 million pounds. 
This is just the start. When Fred won at Hoylake in 1947 the total 
prize fund was £1000, with the winner receiving just £150. There were 
no Mark McCormacks, or agents in those days, yet Fred Daly lived a 
good life until he was 79, when he died of a heart attack, mourned by 
a multitude of friends and admirers across the entire world. 

John Hanna with Darren Clarke’s Gold Medal



the first edition of the rules of golf |  2 1

THE CuRRENT R&A RuLEBOOK, The Rules of Golf 
2008-2011, is identified on its title page as being the 31st 
edition. This raises an obvious question: when was the 
first edition of the Rules of Golf published? Although the 

history of the Rules of Golf has been 
the subject of extensive research, 
this remains a surprisingly difficult 
question to answer.

One of the most detailed and 
authoritative histories of the Rules 
of Golf is Ken Chapman’s book The 
Rules of the Green, published in 
1997. It is meticulously researched 
and provides a history of the Rules 
of Golf from their earliest origins 
until the present day. Chapman 
provides an extensive list of the 
various ‘codes’ of the Rules of 
Golf in an appendix to his book. 
However, he identifies only those 
codes issued since 1950 by an edition number. Since 1950 (the 
fifteenth edition), the Rules have been revised on a regular basis; 
they were revised every two years until 1956 and, since that 
date, every four years. In the period prior to 1950, Chapman 
identified fourteen major codes of the Rules (and also 27 minor 
variations).1 It is possible that these fourteen major ‘St Andrews’ 
codes, dating from 1754, could be considered to be the first 
fourteen editions of the Rules of Golf. However, as will be 
discussed, this does not appear to be the case.

Early Codes of the Rules of Golf
There are a number of possible candidates for what should 
be considered the first edition of the Rules of Golf. The 
oldest surviving set of written golf rules are the Articles & 
Laws in Playing at Golf, entered into the 1744 minute book 
of the Company of Gentlemen Golfers, later to become The 
Honourable Company of Edinburgh Golfers. The earliest known 
Rules to be adopted in St Andrews are those recorded in the 1754 
minute book of the Society of St Andrews Golfers. However, 

both of these are hand written texts and, consequently, it could 
be argued that neither should be considered as a ‘first edition’.

A set of printed Rules could be disseminated more widely 
than a version recorded only in a golf society’s minute book 

and, as a consequence, 
might be a more plausible 
candidate for a ‘first edition’. 
The earliest printed versions 
of the Rules of Golf applicable 
at St Andrews date from the 
early nineteenth century. 
For example, the 1812 
Regulations for the Game 
of Golf adopted by the St 
Andrews Society of Golfers 
and the subsequent St 
Andrews Rules of 1829 were 
both printed on a single sheet 
of paper.2 

It seems reasonable to 
assume that the first edition of the Rules of Golf might be a 
bound volume, rather than a single sheet of printed Rules. The 
first set of Rules to be issued by the Royal and Ancient Golf 
Club in the form of a printed booklet was published in 1842. 
It was entitled Rules for the Game of Golf as it is played by 
the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews over their 
Links. The Club published modified and expanded Rules, all as 
printed booklets, in 1851, 1858, 1875, 1882, 1888 and 1891. In 
some cases, these early rulebooks also contained Local Rules 
that were applicable only on the St Andrews Links, suggesting 
that these rulebooks were clearly intended primarily for use by 
golfers in St Andrews. During this period, other leading golf 
clubs issued their own rulebooks. Sometimes these were based 
on the Rules of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club but frequently 
they contained Rules that were substantially different from 
those adopted in St Andrews. However, it was typically the St 
Andrews Rules that were reproduced in golf publications at this 
time. For example, the latest St Andrews Rules were included 
in A Few Rambling Remarks on Golf (1862; published by W&R 

The First Edition of the Rules of Golf

Neil S. Millar
examines the publishing history of the Rules of Golf in Britain

The R&A’s clubhouse (English language) version and pocket (Italian, Russian, 
Spanish and Turkish language) versions of the Rules of Golf 2008-2011
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Chambers), Golf a Royal and Ancient Game (1875; edited by 
Robert Clark) and in Horace Hutchinson’s Golf (1890). Even 
John Kerr’s The Golf-Book of East Lothian (1896) contained 
the St Andrews Rules (of 1891), despite the focus of the book 
being the golf clubs and societies of the East Lothian region of 
Scotland.

The Rules of Golf Committee
Despite the undoubted prestige of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club 
throughout the nineteenth century, it was not until 1897 that the 
Royal and Ancient established its Rules of Golf Committee. The 
Club did so in response to requests from other leading golf clubs 
and with the expectation that, for the first time, all golfers would be 
able to play under a universally applicable code of Rules. However, 
even prior to the formation of the Rules of Golf Committee in 
1897, it appears that The Royal and Ancient was eager to see its 
Rules adopted more widely. For example, when Dirleton Castle 
Golf Club requested several copies of the St Andrews Rules in 
1883, the Secretary of the Royal and Ancient replied that the cost 
to his club was nine pence per copy but that they were prepared to 
issue them at sixpence to encourage their more widespread use.3 

The original hand written 1744 Leith Rules (left) and the 1754 St Andrews Rules (right). 
Reproduced by kind permission of The Honourable Company of Edinburgh Golfers and The Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews.

The title page of 
the earliest St 
Andrews code to 
be printed in the 
form of a pocket 
book (1842) 
R e p r o d u c e d 
by kind 
p e r mi s s i o n 
of The Royal 
and Ancient 
Golf Club of 
St Andrews
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On the 29th September 1899 the Royal and Ancient Golf 
Club officially approved the first set of rules to be drafted 
since the establishment of the Rules of Golf Committee. This 
was the first set of Rules that could be considered to be a 
universal code: one intended for use by golfers both nationally 
and internationally. Consequently, the 1899 code could 
be considered to be a strong candidate for the official ‘first 
edition’ of the modern day Rules of Golf. Indeed, this appears 
to be a conclusion that others have drawn,4 although I am not 
convinced that this is correct.

Following on from the 1899 Rules, the Rules of Golf 
Committee drafted a revised code in September 1902 and made 
further minor revisions in 1904. Copies of the 1899, 1902 and 
1904 Rules were issued by the Royal and Ancient Golf Club 
and were printed in St Andrews by either J Cook & Son or 
WC Henderson & Son. In some cases these rulebooks still 
contained ‘Local Rules for St Andrews Links’.5 Further evidence 
of their somewhat parochial nature is that some of these 
rulebooks contain maps of the links at St Andrews together 
with information concerning the holes at which strokes were 
to be taken in handicap competitions of the Royal and Ancient 

The 1812 St Andrews Rules were entered by hand into the Society’s minute book but were also the first St Andrews Rules to be printed 
Reproduced by kind permission of The Royal and Ancient Club of St Andrews

Examples of rulebooks printed for the Royal and Ancient Golf 
Club between 1882 (top left) and 1956 (bottom right), all bear-
ing the Club’s crest
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Golf Club. As previously, it seems that these locally printed 
rulebooks were intended primarily for use in St Andrews and 
none of these contain edition numbers. 

In the first decade after the establishment of the Rules 
of Golf Committee in 1897, dissemination of the Rules was 

achieved on a somewhat ad hoc basis. The Royal and Ancient 
Golf Club continued to print its own rulebooks locally and these 
often contained Local Rules applicable only in St Andrews. The 
minutes of the Rules of Golf Committee dated 3rd November 
1899 describe negotiations with the Edinburgh firm R&R Clark 
and record that ‘it would be necessary to supply a copy of the 
new Rules to each Member of the Club free of charge’. During 
this period, rulebooks were sometimes published with other 
supplementary material. For example, Horace Cox of London, 
issued Rules of Golf booklets on a regular basis during the late 
19th and early 20th centuries that also contained ‘Explanatory 
Notes’. A volume of the Rules of Golf issued in 1907 by the 
Sheffield Independent Press contained an extensive set of notes 
‘by Niblick’. In addition to printed rulebooks, the Rules were 
also reproduced in various golfing magazines and in annual 
publications such as The Golfer’s Handbook (The Golf Agency, 
Edinburgh) and Golfers’ Year-Book (James Nisbet, London; 
subsequently entitled Nisbet’s Golf Year-Book). This was a 
useful way for the Rules to be publicised more widely and there 
appear to have been no restrictions to this happening. Indeed, 
the minutes of the Rules of Golf Committee from 1908 confirm 
that ‘no copyright of the Rules exists’. 

The 1899 Rules of Golf – the first code to be issued after the formation of 
the Rules of Golf Committee in 1897. 
Reproduced by kind permission of The Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews

Examples of rulebooks published by WC Henderson & Sons, St Andrews, between 1899 and 1934
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Sponsorship by the Royal Insurance Company
An important event occurred in 1908 that was to have a long-
lasting influence upon how the Rules of Golf were published 
and distributed. In 1908 the Royal and Ancient Golf Club 
agreed that, in exchange for a fee, the Royal Insurance Company 
would be permitted to print and distribute copies of the Rules 
of Golf. This has been described as being the longest running 
continuous commercial sponsorship in the history of sport,6 
continuing from 1908 until publication of the 2000 code (the 
29th edition).7 A feature of all rulebooks issued by the Royal 
Insurance Company, dating back to their first edition in 1908, 
is the inclusion of a detailed index to the Rules. Even though 
the Royal and Ancient Golf Club did not have copyright of the 
Rules in the early twentieth century, an entry in the 1951 minute 
book of the Rules of Golf Committee records that ‘the Royal 
Insurance Company have always had the copyright of the Index, 
a feature which they regard as being their contribution to the 
Rules of Golf ’.8

Despite the relatively widespread availability since 1908 
of rulebooks sponsored by the Royal Insurance Company, 
the Royal and Ancient Golf Club continued to issue its own 

rulebooks for a number of years. Those intended for use by its 
members often contained the Club’s crest embossed in gold on 
the cover and tended to be printed locally in St Andrews or 
Edinburgh by printers such as WC Henderson or R&R Clark. 
However, these printers also supplied rules books to a wider 
audience. A price list issued by WC Henderson & Sons in 1908 
indicates that their rulebooks were available ‘in paper, cloth, 
and leather bindings suitable for pocket and Club rooms’. The 
same price list proudly quotes The Scotsman newspaper: 

Published in St Andrews, these books may be accepted as 
bearing the imprimatur of the Royal and Ancient Club 

However, in contrast to other printed rulebooks, those 
issued by the Royal Insurance Company were distributed to 
golfers free of charge. This is a policy that dates back to the 
earliest days of their sponsorship agreement with Royal and 
Ancient, as is illustrated by a statement that appeared in Record 
of Sport, a sporting annual published by the Royal Insurance 
Company in 1911: 

The Royal Insurance Company, Limited, have issued the 
Rules of Golf in handy pocket size. Copies will be forwarded 
to Secretaries of Clubs, and Golfers generally, on application to 

Sponsored editions of the Rules of Golf issued by the Royal Insurance Company and, more recently, by Rolex. A complete run of numbered 
sponsored editions is illustrated, from the 6th edition (published in 1912) to the 31st edition (the 2008-2011 Rules)
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any of the Company’s Offices
In subsequent years, the rulebooks that would have been 

encountered most commonly by British golfers were those 
issued free of charge by the Royal Insurance Company. However, 
these were not the only rulebooks available. Indeed, the Rules of 
Golf Committee minutes of the 22nd September 1955 refer to 
the Royal Insurance Company rulebook but also mention the 
‘official copy’ that was to be published by WC Henderson. The 
inside front cover of the ‘official’ 1956 rulebook indicates that 
further copies could be obtained from the Royal and Ancient 
Golf Club at a cost of two shillings and sixpence. Interestingly, 
whereas the rulebooks issued by the Royal Insurance Company 
have always contained an edition number (at least, all of those 
published since 1912; see below), none of the ‘official’ Royal and 
Ancient rulebooks do so.9 

In addition to its standard pocket-sized booklet, the Royal 
Insurance Company also produced several other versions.10 

These have included leather-bound rulebooks and larger-format 
‘clubhouse’ versions. In 1920 the Rules of Golf Committee 
minutes record that ‘permission be given to incorporate the 
Index of the Decisions Book in the Clubhouse Edition of the 
Rules of Golf they [the Royal Insurance Company] propose 
to publish’. Clubhouse editions issued by the Royal Insurance 
Company published since 1921 have contained the same edition 
number as the corresponding pocket editions. Interestingly, 
some years later the Royal Insurance Company requested 
permission to print copies of the Decisions on the Rules of 
Golf that had been issued by the Rules of Golf Committee. The 
Committee’s minutes of the 18th of September 1947 record 
that ‘whilst we had no objection to them printing the Rules of 
Golf, we could not allow similar privileges with regard to the 
Decisions’.

Clubhouse editions of the Rules of Golf issued by the Royal Insurance 
Company (shown alongside a pocket edition to show size difference)

Numbering of modern editions
It would appear that the basis for assigning edition numbers 
to modern golf rulebooks is derived from a system that 
began only after the Royal and Ancient Golf Club agreed 
its sponsorship deal with the Royal Insurance Company in 
1908. All of the rulebooks that have been issued by the Royal 
Insurance Company (at least all of those issued in Britain since 
1912) contain a sequential edition number.11  In contrast, I am 
not aware of any rulebooks published by the uSGA, or any 
published locally in St Andrews or Edinburgh by the Royal and 
Ancient Golf Club, that are identified by edition numbers. 

In December 1912, Royal Insurance issued a rulebook that 
included a preface by the Company stating ‘we have pleasure 
in issuing our Sixth edition of the Rules of Golf ’. use of the 
possessive pronoun ‘our’ continued in the preface of all Royal 
Insurance rulebooks until the fourteenth edition (issued in 
1946). The preface to the fifteenth edition refers to the Royal 
Insurance Company in the third person with the statement ‘the 
Royal Insurance Co. Ltd. takes pleasure in presenting its 15th 
edition of The Rules of Golf ’. A similar statement to that in the 
fifteenth edition, also using the possessive pronoun ‘its’, was 
included in all Royal Insurance rulebooks up until the 22nd 
edition (the 1972 code). Subsequently, sponsored versions of 
the Rules have continued to use edition numbers but without 
this being attributed to the sponsor (either the Royal Insurance 
or, more recently, Rolex). 

It is possible that the usefulness and the intended meaning 
of the system of numbering editions of the Rules may, over time, 
have been altered. It is now used to signify a new quadrennial 
code of the Rules of Golf, whereas, initially, it designated each 
new printing of the Rules by the Royal Insurance Company. 
For example, the Royal Insurance Company’s tenth, eleventh 
and twelfth editions correspond to three different printings 
(from 1933, 1937 and 1938) of the same code of Rules that had 
been approved by the Royal and Ancient Golf Club in 1933. A 
further peculiarity of the edition numbering is that the 1970 
code is not identified by an edition number. In 1970, the Royal 
and Ancient Golf Club issued a minor but important change 
to the Rules of Golf. The alterations required only minimal 
changes to the text and, as far as I am aware, a bound volume 
containing these 1970 changes was never published, either by 
the Royal Insurance Company or by anyone else. Instead, the 
Royal Insurance Company printed perforated adhesive sheets 
in 1970 with the suggestion that they should be stuck into the 
1968 rulebook (the 21st edition) at the appropriate locations. 
Printed adhesive sheets were produced for both the pocket and 
clubhouse rulebooks. However, because a new rulebook was not 
produced, the 1970 changes to the Rules do not have a separate 
edition number. 

A Modern First Edition
Locating very early Royal Insurance editions of the Rules of 
Golf has proved to be a challenging task, and I have probably 
not succeeded in identifying all of them. However, I recently 
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came across a copy of a rulebook issued by the Royal Insurance 
Company that contained the Rules that had been approved by 
the Royal and Ancient Golf Club on 29th September 1908. I 
suspect that this is the first golf rulebook to have been published 
by the Royal Insurance Company and, consequently, the first 
of the modern editions of the Rules of Golf. It is a small (6½ × 
10½ cm) 33-page booklet with a red cloth cover and is entitled, 
simply, Rules of Golf.

In Conclusion
On the basis that the current R&A rulebook is the 31st edition, 
it appears that the first volume to have been issued by the 
Royal Insurance Company in 1908 can be considered to be 
the first edition. It would also appear that the numbering of 
modern editions of the Rules of Golf reflects the history of their 
commercial sponsorship, rather than the much longer history 
of the Rules themselves.
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Notes
1. The fourteen major codes of the Rules of Golf issued prior to 1950, and the 
27 minor variations, that are identified in the appendix of Ken Chapman’s book 
correspond those approved by the Society of St Andrews Golfers (or, since its 
name change in 1834, by the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews). This 
list excludes early versions of the Rules that were issued by other golf clubs.
2. Although many of the earliest known Rules of Golf are those that were 
written by hand in the minute books of golf societies, there is evidence for the 
existence of printed Rules that pre-date the printed St Andrews Rules of 1812. 
For example, in his extensive research into the history of the Rules of Golf and 
into the history of The Honourable Company of Edinburgh Golfers, Charles 
Clapcott discusses a printed version of the 1775 Leith Rules (see, for example, 
The Clapcott Papers; edited and privately printed by Alastair Johnston in 1985). 
These were the second set of Rules to be drawn up by the Gentlemen Golfers 
and a printed copy is on display in the clubhouse at Muirfield. In Collecting Golf 
Books 1743-1938, a book that relied extensively on the ‘invaluable assistance 
rendered … by Mr CB Clapcott’, Cecil Hopkinson concludes that 1775 
‘may well be the date of publication [of the printed Leith Rules discussed by 
Clapcott], although we have no definite proof of this’. Hopkinson also describes 
a printed copy of the 1807 Rules of the Edinburgh Burgess Golfing Society and 
he comments that ‘there is no proof that they were published then [in 1807], 
although there is every indication that they were printed at the beginning of 
the nineteenth century’. Finally, Hopkinson mentions a printed copy of The 
Honourable Company of Edinburgh Golfers’ 1809 Rules. However, these were 
not printed until 1818.
3. This correspondence, between Dirleton Castle Golf Club and the Royal 
and Ancient Golf Club, is discussed in John Kerr’s The Golf-Book of East 
Lothian (1896) and in Archie Baird’s Golf on Gullane Hill (1982).
4. This is the basis upon which some internet sites have attributed edition 
numbers to Rules codes that were issued shortly after the formation of the Rules 
of Golf Committee.
5. In a copy of the 1899 Rules of Golf, printed by WC Henderson & Son of St 
Andrews, the printers advertised their willingness to print Rules of Golf books 
in which ‘Local Rules can be incorporated to suit the requirements of other 
Clubs’.
6. See Absolute Integrity, The Story of Royal Insurance 1845-1995 by Peter 
Pugh (Cambridge Business Publishers; 1995) and also the preface to Golf 
– a Celebration of 100 Years of the Rules of Play, compiled by John Glover 
(Macmillan; 1997).
7. From 1908 to 1996, publication of the Rules of Golf was sponsored by 
the Royal Insurance Company. By the time of their sponsorship of the 2000 
rulebook, the company had changed its name to Royal & SunAlliance. Since 
2004, when responsibility for the Rules of Golf was transferred from the Royal 
and Ancient Golf Club to R&A Rules Limited, publication of the Rules has been 
sponsored by Rolex.
8. The Royal and Ancient Golf Club did not claim copyright of the Rules of 
Golf in printed rulebooks until publication of the Royal Insurance Company’s 
fifteenth edition (the 1950 code). In contrast, the Royal Insurance Company 
had always retained copyright of its index to the Rules. Interestingly, the 
minutes of the Rules of Golf Committee of 4th October 1908 record that ‘the 
Committee instructed the Secretary to write to the Head Office of the Company 
and ask their permission to make use of their Index’.
9. It may be worth noting that a series of Rules of Golf books published in the 
1920s by Henry Heath Ltd., London, contain edition numbers. However, their 
numbering does not agree with that of the editions sponsored by the Royal 
Insurance Company and, subsequently, by Rolex over a period of more than a 
hundred years.
10. An entry in the Rules of Golf Committee minutes of 12th May 1954 
mentions that ‘The Royal Insurance re-published and circulated their pocket 
edition. They also produced a de luxe edition for Royalty and a limited number 
of super-fine copies for members of the committees. In addition they have 
issued a strictly limited number of Club editions.’
11. Whereas, as far as I am aware, all Royal Insurance rulebooks issued in 
Britain since 1912 contain sequential edition numbers, some rulebooks were 
issued by the Royal Insurance Company in the united States of America (for 
example in 1913) that are not identified by an edition number.

An edition of 
the Rules of 
Golf issued 
by the Royal 
I n s u r a n c e 
Company in 
1908. The 
first of the 
m o d e r n 
series of 
sponsored 
editions of 
the Rules
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At the General Meeting of the Royal and Ancient 
Golf Club on the 5th of May 1847, a letter from AK 
Lindesay was read to the assembled members. He 
wrote that ‘Mr James M Melville has presented to 

the Royal and Ancient Club a very old golfing painting executed 
at a time when our ancestors took the field in wigs and cocked 
hats. The picture is in the hands of an artist undergoing some 
necessary repairs and I am afraid that it will not be ready to 
be sent to the union Parlour today’. So came into the Club’s 
possession what is believed to be the earliest depiction of golf 

being played on the Links at St Andrews.  
The artist is not known, but it is felt that it is a typical 

example of the Scottish School in the eighteenth century. In the 
1990s, costume experts dated the painting to the middle of the 
eighteenth century, probably around 1740. It shows a foursomes 
match in progress, between one team of players in blue and the 
other predominantly in red. There is one caddie for each pair. 
Starting from the left, there is a caddy holding six clubs, one of 
which may be an iron. Then comes one golfer wearing a blue 
jacket and holding a club, watching his partner about to hit his 

A Matter of Perspective

A New Look at an Old Painting
Peter N Lewis

Image Courtesy of The Royal & Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews
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shot. So in total, the ‘blue team’ are playing with eight clubs 
between them. Both members of the ‘red team’ watch and they 
are each holding a club. The ‘red team’s’ caddy is holding six 
clubs, so they are also playing with eight clubs. In the middle 
distance of the painting are two shepherds with a dog, tending 
to about a dozen sheep. The Swilcan Bridge can be seen on the 
right as can the windmill. The town is then behind the windmill, 
stretching back towards the left.    

As a work of art, it looks like quite a primitive painting. 
However, a closer study shows that it is actually a reasonably 
accurate depiction of the Links and the town. The picture was in 
poor condition in 1847. It has been looked at by conservators in 
recent years and stabilised but the damaged alluded to in 1847 
has resulted in the loss of detail in places.  

St Andrews in the mid-eighteenth century
The topography of the town in the mid-eighteenth century 
is crucial to understanding the painting and also to working 
out where the golfers are on the course. In the middle of the 
eighteenth century, St Andrews was much smaller than today. 
There is a map of the town dated 1775 which shows its extent. 
North Street ended just east of where Murray Park is today. 
Market Street extended slightly further west but ended before 
what is now City Road. South Street ended at the West Port and 
then Argyle Street continued to the junction with Double Dykes 

Road. A windmill was located on the western outskirts of the 
town north of Double Dykes Road and west of Market Street. 
The land between the town and the Links was undeveloped and 
the closest building to the course was the windmill. The links 
was detached from the town.

Little changed between 1775 and 1807 when James Grierson 
wrote in his Delineations of St Andrews 

On advancing forward we pass the Swilcanth or Swilian Burn, 
a small rivulet which intersects the golfing links and skirts the 
western border of the ridge on which the city stands. We then 
ascend a considerable eminence and arrive at the West Port.

until the housing developments in the 1820s and 1830s, the 
town was quite separate from the Links and it was a considerable 
climb to reach it from the Links. This is reflected in the  
1740s painting. 

The town buildings are somewhat distant from the golfing 
scene, with the windmill being the closest structure. The road 
to Cupar can be seen snaking down from the town and past the 
bottom of the hill below the windmill. Although it cannot be 
seen, it crossed the burn via a ford. This fits in exactly with what 
is known of the terrain at the time. Golf Place, the Scores and 
Pilmour Links were all developed starting in the early part of the 
nineteenth century. They did not exist in the eighteenth century. 
There were open fields all the way between the Links and the town.

Image Courtesy of The Royal & Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews
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Where are they on the course?
A dark shadow runs along the bottom edge of the picture. It 
has sometimes been assumed that this seems to be the coast 
line and would therefore put the golfers out on the loop. I think 
that this is erroneous and the dark shadow is precisely that, a 
shadow indicating vegetation. If the setting was on the loop, 
then the artist would have to have been on a boat in the bay in 
order to capture the scene. Once the concept of this foreground 
feature as coast line is dismissed, then the picture makes perfect 
sense in terms of the lay-out of St Andrews in the middle of the 
eighteenth century and what can be seen today.

There are four landmarks that help to pinpoint the location 
of the action: the first is the skyline of the town; the second is 
the windmill; the third is the Swilcan Bridge; and the fourth is 
the path running down behind the ‘red team’ caddy. Looking at 
the right hand side of the painting, there is the Swilcan Bridge, 
then the windmill. Behind and to the right of the windmill, the 
West Port and Argyle Street are just visible. The windmill was 
located at the end of what is now Windmill Road, slightly below 
and to the west of the present day bus station. Meanwhile, there 
is a path running from the foreground back towards the Swilcan 
Burn. So we need to determine if there is a location where the 
Swilcan Bridge, the path and the windmill and the skyline of St 

Andrews would line up in the manner depicted on the painting.  
There is an extremely strong candidate for the spot on 

the Links where these would be visible from the perspective 
depicted in the painting. This is on the seventeenth fairway, near 
Cheape’s Bunker. If one accepts my layout of the 22-hole links as 
described in The Lost Holes of St Andrews, (in June 2011 TTG) 
then the location of the painting could be what was then the tee 
for the twentieth hole.  

The landmarks
The central feature of the painting is the golf match in progress. 
As this is the earliest known depiction of a match at St Andrews, 
we need to establish how accurate it is. We can do this by looking 
at other aspects of the painting, namely the known landmarks in 
it. If the townscape features are reasonably accurate, then we can 
safely assume that the golfing scene is also reasonably accurate.

The Windmill
The most dominant feature in the painting is the windmill. It is an 
imposing tower but it does not have its sails. As depicted, the windmill 
bears a striking resemblance to the surviving early eighteenth century 
windmills at Monkton in Ayrshire and Collessie in Fife. So, it would 
appear the image of the windmill in the painting is quite good. 

Ainslie’s 1775 plan of St Andrews shows the site of the windmill to the west of Market Street
Image courtesy of the Trustees of the National Library of Scotland
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Chalmer’s 1836 map showing path from Cheape’s Bunker
Image Courtesy of The Royal & Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews

The town skyline
The town skyline in the background is quite recognisable 
in terms of the known architectural landmarks. The most 
dominant tower is that of St Salvator’s. Moving left, next we see 
the Castle, St Rule’s Tower and then the Cathedral. As previously 
mentioned, Argyle Street, the West Port and South Street can 
all be seen to the left of the windmill. The various towers are 
perhaps not quite in the correct proportions but all the main 
strucutures can be seen. 

The bridge
The Swilcan Bridge is not a complicated structure. The quality of 
the artwork is not high, but the bridge is shown quite accurately.

The path
The painting shows a substantial path running back towards 
the Swilcan Burn from the scene of the action. There is a path 
shown on the 1836 Chalmers Map running from Cheape’s 
Bunker down towards the Swilcan and the remnants of parts 
of this are still visible today, especially in aerial photographs. 
So the location of the path in the painting is a good depiction. 

The golfing scene
Having established the landscape aspect of the painting, there 
is good reason to believe that the central section showing the 
golfing scene is also reasonably accurate. The painting depicts 
a moment late in a match between two pairs of the golfers. 
The first point to note is that the four golfers are gentlemen. 
They are well dressed and are all wearing wigs. The two caddies 
stand back from the two teams and are less elegantly attired. 
One of the ‘blue team’ is about to strike the ball. His partner 
looks on from behind the tee. The two ‘red team’ players are 
perhaps standing a bit close to the tee. One wears a red jacket 
and dark breeches while the other is wearing what is probably a 
yellow coloured jacket and red breeches. The gentleman in the 
yellow jacket is placing what looks like a reassuring hand on the 
shoulder of his partner. This adds a little bit of humanity to the 
painting.  Perhaps this is a critical moment in the match and the 
suspense is building. How good will the shot be?  The gentleman 
golfer has a very wide stance and a very flat swing.  

The sheep
There is a mini-story going on in the middle ground of the 
painting concerning the sheep. It is interesting to look at the 
position of the dog, the shepherds and sheep in relation to the 
golfers. The golfers will soon be turning to play the last two 
holes home. The two shepherds are standing directly on the line 
of these holes. The dog is to their left and also on the course. The 
sheep are all to the right, on the other side of the Cupar road, 
going up the hill towards the windmill.

The dog is facing the shepherds and one could surmise that 
they have been in the process of herding the sheep off the actual 
course and on to the safer high ground across the road towards 
the windmill. It is not unreasonable to interpret the scene as 
one where the shepherds want to clear their flock off the course 
before the golfers head for the home holes. As far as one can 
tell, it looks like the shepherds and the dog have already largely 
succeeded in doing so.

This image ties in nicely with Mathieson’s The Goff. Thomas 
Mathieson published his poem in 1743, which makes it very 
close in date to the St Andrews painting. The Goff describes 
a golfing scene and match over Leith Links, just outside 
Edinburgh. The two main characters, Castalio and Pygmalion 
reach the final hole of their match. Castalio’s drive accidentally 
stuns a sheep that was on the course.  Here the story gets a little 
complicated as divine intervention plays its part. The god Pan 
appears in human form as a shepherd and revives the sheep. At 
this stage, there is another intervention when Verdurilla, one 
of Mathieson’s invented deities, also appears as a human and 
launches a speech against sheep on the course:

Ah sad disgrace! See rustic herds invade  
Golfinian plains, the angry Fairy said.  
Your ball abus’d, your hopes and projects crost,  
The game endanger’d, and the hole nigh lost.

Mathieson obviously felt deeply about sheep on a golf 
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course, which was a known problem at Leith.1 It would seem 
that the shepherds at St Andrews were anxious to avoid any 
confrontation with the golfers. They are doing their best to clear 
their flock off the course before the golfers arrive on the closing 
holes. The story of the race to clear the course may well have 
been a familiar one to the artist and his contemporaries.  

The windmill
There is perhaps a third story being told in the painting and this 
relates to the windmill. The first windmill in St Andrews was 
built between the early 1580s and 1598. This sixteenth century 
structure was replaced by a new one around 1709. It seems to 
have gone out of use in the 1760s and was demolished in 1775.

The one in St Andrews, by its date and by its appearance, 
was almost certainly a vaulted tower mill, a type of structure 
peculiar to Scotland. In the painting it is clearly sitting on a 
mound, which would have covered the vaulted chamber, which 
housed the receiving and dispatching area. The mill building 
would have had a moveable cap that supported the sails. These 
were turned into the wind by hand.  

Windmills in Scotland were comparatively rare. It has been 
estimated that there were just over 100 windmills built between 
the seventeenth and nineteenth centuries and that no more than 
50 were in use at any one time. The dominant type of mill in use 
was the watermill. There were five watermills in St Andrews 
that were in use at the same time as the windmill and another 
five just outside the town. There was at least one contemporary 
windmill in Dundee. The nearest one in Fife was the Melville 
windmill, near Collessie. Whereas windmills had the advantage 
of being able to work in times of drought, they were susceptible 
to being damaged by gale force winds. The most common 
damage was that of the sails being blown off the building.2

As the whole town of St Andrews sat on a hill, the windmill 
must have been 
a very striking 
feature as one 
approached on 
the road from 
Cupar. So it is 
hardly surprising 
t h at  i t  i s  a 
dominant feature 
in the painting. 
There is  one 
problem with the 
way it is shown 
in the picture – it 
does not have its 
sails.

T h e r e  a r e 
three possible 
explanations for 
the absence of 
the sails. The first 

is that the painting is incomplete and the artist had not got 
around to putting them on. I don’t think this is very likely. The 
second is that the painting is later than the 1740s and was done 
in the time between the windmill going out of use and being 
demolished, that is to say some time between c1765 and 1775. 
This is a possibility but goes against the costume evidence. I 
think there is a better explanation.

It is known that the St Andrews windmill lost its sails 
more than once during severe storms.  Perhaps the painting 
was completed just after a very hard winter that included the 
windmill losing its sails. It could have lost its sails in any number 
of severe gales.3 

The lack of sails on the windmill perhaps adds a layer of 
meaning to the story. The artist is painting a match that takes 
place at a time when the windmill has been damaged and has 
not yet been repaired.  The golf game represents a return to 
normality after severe weather – the worst is over and better 
times are ahead.  Such imagery would have resonated with 
contemporary audiences.  

A Matter of Perspective
The 1740 St Andrews Golf Scene is not a great painting but it 
is a unique depiction of golf at St Andrews in the middle of the 
eighteenth century. There is more of a story going on in the 
painting than has perhaps been realized previously.  

In the foreground there is the golf match in progress, in the 
middle ground are the shepherds and their flock and in the 
background is the town itself. The most dominant building in 
the painting is the windmill without its sails.

All of this adds up to the story of four gentlemen golfers 
who are perhaps at a critical stage of their match as they reach 
somewhere around the twentieth hole. Simultaneously, the 
shepherds are hurriedly moving their flock off the course before 
the golfers turn for the home holes. 

The painting tells us a great deal about the golfers, the 
caddies, the links and the town c1740. Its interpretation relies 
on understanding the townscape of St Andrews in the middle 
of the eighteenth century and looking at the painting from the 
right perspective.

Notes
1. See David Hamilton The Thorn Tree Clique, Kilmalcolm 2001 pp25-28
2. For the history of windmills in Scotland see IL Donnachie & NK Stewart 
Scottish Windmills – An Outline and Inventory, Proceedings of the Society of 
Antiquaries of Scotland Vol 48, 1964-66 and G Douglas, M Oglethorpe & JR 
Hume Scottish Windmills: A Survey, Scottish Industrial Archaeology Survey, 
1984. For the history of the St Andrews windmill, see RN Smart Notes on 
the Water Mills of St Andrews published in Three Decades of Historical Notes 
– Reprinted from the Yearbooks of The St Andrews Preservation Trust 1964-
1989, St Andrews 1991. There are only twelve known surviving vaulted tower 
windmills in Scotland.
3. For example the winter of 1739/40 is considered to be one of the worst on 
record. There were heavy snowfalls with drifting in January 1740. For the history 
of weather in the eighteenth century see http://booty.org.uk/booty.weather/
climate/1700_1749.htm

© The R&A 2011
The remains of the Melville Windmill, later 
used as a doocot.



FIGHTING ON |  33

IT WOuLD BE A TYPICALLY ANGLOCENTRIC VIEW of 
the Second World War to believe that only the south coast 
of England was under threat from German invasion. In fact 
the east coast of Scotland was equally likely to come under 

assault. There was a genuine possibility that Germany would 
target Scotland, perceived to be less well defended than southern 
England using forces from the low countries or Norway – both 
under German in occupation from 1940 onwards. This fear of 
invasion had a dramatic impact upon the golf courses along the 
east Scottish coastline and beyond, and it is the intention of this 
article to examine the plight of some Scottish golf courses during 
the Second World War.

Initially, like in England, it seems that many Scots abandoned 
thoughts of playing competitive golf for the duration of the war. 
But as reported in Golfing in late 1940, this did not last long as 
competitions could benefit the War through fundraising:

First one club and then another quietly announced that monthly 
competitions and other events in small measure would be played, 
a special charge being imposed for some charitable purpose. Now, 
after more than a year of war, practically every golf club in the 
country holds its regular stroke competitions and the Red Cross 
has benefited from man’s unconquerable desire to beat his fellows.1

Clearly it was going to take more than the fear of invasion to stop 
Scottish golfers enjoying their time upon the links.

The impact upon the Firth of Forth and East Lothian regions
The first air attack upon Britain after the outbreak of war came on 
the 15th of October 1939 on the Firth of Forth. Two golfers, Maisie 
Walls and her mother, on the sixteenth green at Longniddry GC, 
saw twelve Heinkel bombers fly past at shortly after two o’clock in 
the afternoon.2, 3 Their target was the area near the Forth Bridge, 
where a number of Royal Navy Ships had taken anchor. The attack 
was unsuccessful, and only the HMS Southampton was damaged by 
a bomb that passed through two decks, sinking the Admiral’s barge, 
which was attached to the ship.4 This was to be the first of many 
hundreds of air attacks upon Scottish soil, killing approximately 
6000 civilians, many on Clydeside.5

East Lothian, to the south of the Firth of Forth, was believed 
to be a prime target for a German seaborne invasion, as many of 
the beaches allowed relatively easy landing. As a result, the area 

was heavily fortified, and many troops (including a large Polish 
contingent) posted to defend it. A prime invasion target was 
believed to be the village of Gullane, lying some twenty miles east of 
Edinburgh, home to Gullane GC, founded in 1882, with three links 
courses along the coastline presenting an open space vulnerable to 
attack. To the west, around Aberlady Bay, were Luffness New and 
Kilspindie GCs, and immediately to the east, Muirfield, home of 
the Honourable Company of Edinburgh Golfers. In an attempt to 
hinder any invasion, defences were positioned along the coastline.

The main form of defence used was poles, placed to stop gliders 
from landing, and huge cement blocks measuring 6 x 6 x 8 feet high 
sunk two feet into the sand as an anti-tank measure. Archie Baird 
explains the location of the blocks in the area: ‘Large cement blocks 
were planted in line from Maggies Lope southward over Peffer 
Burn and westward along Kilspindie GC through Greencraig to the 
west of Port Seton’.6  After the end of the War 200 German POW’s 
buried most of the anti-tank blocks. This took 9,000 working hours 
and was completed on the 16th of September 1948 at no expense 
to Gullane GC. A number of blocks can still be seen elsewhere 
alongside the coastal road to Gullane. 

The beaches and dunes were also used for testing desert 
vehicles, with long-term effect on the course. They broke the thin 
layer of soil, exposing the underlying sand to wind blowout. To 
prevent this, grasses and buckthorn were planted, though the 
advisability of the latter was questioned as it became invasive on 
the course and beyond.7 Despite the area being restricted for public 
access, and obstacles on the course, members still tried to play golf 
throughout the War.

At Musselburgh, nearer to Edinburgh, the bridge connecting 
one side of the town to the other was considered to be a target for 
a German invasion, as it was one of the few crossings of the River 
Esk.8 Royal Musselburgh Golf Club had very different problems to 
face than those of Gullane. Initially there was a choice on whether 
it was to be ploughed up, or grazed by a dairy herd. The Club’s 
ruling council unsurprisingly chose the latter. However, the East 
Lothian Agricultural Executive Committee decided that some of 
the course must be ploughed and twelve acres of the third to sixth 
holes were lost.

A few months later the club received a telephone call from 
East Lothian Agricultural Executive committee informing them 
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that the whole of the course was to be ploughed up after all. A sub 
committee was quickly formed to seek some modification to this 
proposal and eventually it was agreed to plough only 20 acres in 
the areas of the 2nd, 7th, 8th and 9th holes. The sub committee 
decided that the Club should undertake the ploughing itself and 
plant potatoes to be harvested on its own behalf.9     

Eventually it was decided that only nine holes were to be 
ploughed up and the other nine were to be grazed by sheep, (with 
a maximum of 200 sheep for an annual rent of £120), allowing golf 
to continue. The loss of nine holes may have left many members 
disgruntled, but they must have realised how lucky they were 
when they met members of other clubs whose courses had been 
completely lost to the war effort; some were allowed to join Royal 
Musselburgh. While there were only a small number of temporary 
members at Royal Musselburgh other clubs gained many more, 
dramatically helping finances. Whitecraigs, in Glasgow, gained 
123 gentlemen, 80 ladies and 27 juniors as temporary members, 
allowing the Club’s overdraft to be all but eliminated by the end 
of the War.10

At Royal Musselburgh it was a long while after the end of 
the conflict before the course returned to normal. 1948 saw 
the return of the cultivated nine holes and it was another two 
years before the sheep were removed. As with many other cash-
strapped clubs after the War, the sheep would be helpful not just 
in providing small rental income, but in cropping the grass and 
reducing the need for greenkeeping labour. Like many courses at 
the end of the War, there was a claim for compensation given to 
the Department of Agriculture; this was for £2000, but when the 
cheque arrived four years later only £200 was received.

Where golf was allowed to continue courses became a favoured 

location for Home Guard and machine gun manoeuvres.11 

Training was hazardous not only to golfers at the time, but also 
to greenkeeping machinery long after the War; at Lothianburn, 
on the slopes of the Pentlands, overlooking Edinburgh, debris 
from ammunition, grenades and cartridge cases caused inevitable 
damage to the mowers.12

West of Scotland
Kilmacolm Golf Club became headquarters for the local Home 
Guard who used the course for drills and exercises on Sunday 
mornings, with machine gun training taking place in the clubhouse. 
They also played on the course, and the Paisley and Renfrewshire 
Gazette of the 19th of September 1942 reported that a match took 
place between the local Home Guard and Air Raid Wardens, with 
the Wardens coming out on top by six matches to four.13, 14

While golf continued at Kilmacolm, the planned celebration 
of the Club’s 50th anniversary had to be abandoned in 1941. The 
AGM minutes also covered the problem of appointing club officers:

1941 is the Jubilee year of the club, and in ordinary course of 
event would have been marked in a suitable manner, but the war 
conditions have made this impossible, however, your committee 
propose that a Founder member of the Club, Sir AT Taylor, be asked 
to accept office as Captain for 1941, and, if he can be persuaded, to 
remain in that office until Peace is declared.15

The efforts of such individuals as Sir AT Taylor, (who had 
also been Secretary in 1908 and Captain in 1928) allowed many 
courses in Scotland and across the Isles remained in operation 
throughout the war.

Some courses were not to be so lucky, and play would not 
be possible at all, but where it was, there are examples of play 

Post-war destruction of the concrete blocks
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flourishing, such as at Ranfurly Castle where, at the height of the 
Battle of Britain in August 1940, RE Muirhead lowered the course 
record to 69, thanks to a brilliant back nine of just 30. The course 
as a whole was not badly affected by the War (apart from being 
put on sheep grazing duty), but it did lose its starter’s hut, much to 
the shock of the Club Captain who looked out over the course one 
morning to see it had been commandeered by a searchlight battery 
team as a wireless transmitter.16

Equipment shortages
Playing golf at many courses was difficult enough without the added 
complication of golf ball shortages. The Government introduced a 
ban on the use of scrap or waste rubber for non-essential products, 
such as golf balls, with all extra material going back into wartime 
production. Some players had to go on to the course before a round 
looking for a ball to use. Lothianburn had an arrangement, initially 
with Dunlop and then the North British Rubber Company, to 
send used balls back to the factory to be recovered, repainted and 
returned for resale. The club history notes that the scheme was not 
successful and ‘died a death due to the high refurbishment costs.17

The Royal Air Force takeover of courses
The new importance of aircraft to modern warfare meant that 
many new airfields were needed and the wide-open flat spaces of 
many golf courses made them convenient sites for conversion into 
airfields. Royal Dornoch was one place where this was to take place. 
The Air Ministry took over the lower links in May 1941, bringing 
about the loss of the whole of the ladies course, the fourteenth green 
of the main course, all of the fifteenth hole and part of the sixteenth. 
This ruined these holes, which were part of the original design by 

Old Tom Morris. After the War, what remained of the ladies course 
was made into a nine-hole course known as ‘The Struie’. This course 
was extended to eighteen holes in 1988, although not in keeping 
with the original design.

The creation of the airstrip had a long lasting impact on the 
local environment, as sand dunes neighbouring the course were 
destroyed, ending thousands of years of natural development.18 The 
runways were both of grass, so did not spoil the turf but prevented 
golf in the short term. Two runways were constructed: one running 
east to west and another north to south. The field itself acted as a 
dispersal area for aircraft based at Tain, which was around a mile 
away across the Kyle of Sutherland.19   

The relationship between the RAF and Longniddry GC was 
different to that at Dornoch, as the pilots and staff stationed at the 
local airfields at Macmerry and Drem used the course regularly 
and donated two trophies, which have become treasured club 
possessions and played for annually. The presentation of the second 
trophy was covered by the Haddingtonshire Courier:

At the conclusion of a match played on Longniddry course on 
Saturday between an RAF team and a Longniddry Club team, 
Wing Commander Sheem DFC and Bar, a Battle of Britain pilot, 
presented a silver cup to the club in acknowledgement of the 
facilities for play granted to the personnel of a station under his 
command. Councillor Sawers (Edinburgh) Captain of the Club 
said that they were honoured in having with them one of the 
‘few’, and it would have been more appropriate had the Club been 
presenting a momento to the RAF in recognition of the great debt 
owed to them by the ‘many’. The trophy, he added, would be one 
of the club’s treasured possession.20 

At The Braids municipal course in Edinburgh the RAF fenced off 
large areas of the third, fourth, seventh, eighth, fourteenth and 

News report of bomb damage to the Stonehaven Course
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fifteenth fairways of the Number One Course where they placed 
large metal tanks filled with highly combustible materials. In the 
event of the City of Edinburgh or Leith Docks being bombed, the 
tanks were to be lit to try and draw enemy bombers away from 
their targets.21

Bomb Damage
Attacks on factories, shipyards, railways, towns and cities did not 
always meet their objectives, and some courses were damaged 
through stray bombs. Many clubs repaired the damage but one that 
has retained and celebrated its crater is Stonehaven near Aberdeen, 
whose Hall Russell shipyard was a bombing target. On the night of 
the 2nd of August 1940, a bomb was dropped on the nearby course, 
probably jettisoned before return to base, making the plane lighter, 
quicker and consuming less fuel. The Mearns Leader reported it 
falling around 100 yards from the clubhouse, between the first and 
second fairways:

Nine high explosive and approximately forty incendiary bombs 
were dropped by a raider within a mile of the burgh in the early 
hours of last Friday morning. These fell on a golf course and other 
open ground. Although one bomb made a huge crater on the golf 
course, not even a pane of glass was broken in the nearest building.22

Stonehaven is not mentioned due to reporting 
restrictions, but the grassed-over bomb crater remains today, 
affectionately known as ‘Hitler’s Bunker’, catching many errant 
shots every year.23 

The impact upon clubhouses
Clubhouses, an important place of social gathering within many 
Scottish towns, were affected by the outbreak of war. All windows 
had to be darkened to meet blackout regulations.24 Others were to 
be requisitioned in future emergency. The local Town Clerk issued 
the order to Lothianburn GC that:

In the event of air raids and casualties the clubhouse would be 
requisitioned for emergency accommodation, to which the 
secretary responded that of the course would cooperate but any 
costs involved should not fall to the member.25

At Ranfurly Castle the Club was informed that as part of the 
evacuation in September 1939, schoolchildren from nearby 
Glasgow would be placed in the clubhouse. unsurprisingly this 
did not impress the directors, whose defence was that it would be 
inadvisable to have children quartered on licensed premises. Much 
to the relief of the Club, their argument prevailed.26 

The alcohol excuse against quartering of children was perhaps 
a valid one at the start of the war, but as liquor prices increased 
and rationing was imposed, it became more difficult for members 
to buy drink. At Dunbar GC in 1941, the extraordinary prices 
of liquor were one shilling for a glass of whisky and 10d (4p) a 
bottle of beer.27 At Cathkin Braes, near Glasgow, shortages led to 
what is remembered as ‘The Great Whisky Row’. Senior members 
were allocated a full glass of whisky compared with half a glass for 
younger members, creating obvious resentment. The Secretary’s 

ruling was unhelpful: ‘while supplies were limited it was more 
of a hardship to deny the older man his glass than the younger 
man.’28 The Committee resolved the problem by ruling sensibly that 
restrictions should be placed on all members.

Other clubs struggled financially with the loss of younger 
members. The age profile at Royal Troon was high so few members 
went off to war; conscription of Club employees meant that it saved 
money and came out of the War in better financial state than it had 
entered it.29

St Andrews and The Boyd Quaich
unlike many of Scotland’s other courses the St Andrews Links 
was never considered for digging up due to the infertility of 
the underlying sand. In their history of the Royal and Ancient, 
Donald Steel and Peter Lewis report that the Club established 
an ‘Emergency Committee’ in 1939 to make contingency 
arrangements. The Ministry of Defence also prepared for the worst 
as the long sandy beach, with the flat lands of the course, made it 
an excellent invasion landing place. Appropriate action was taken: 
‘guarding the foreshore north of the town with two-pounder anti-
tank guns against landings by enemy armoured vehicles.’30 These 
were inspected by General Sikorski (Prime Minster of the Polish 
Government in Exile, 1939-43) and Sir Winston Churchill in 1941. 
Britain’s great wartime leader was one of many notables from the 
conflict who was offered honorary life membership to the R&A 
after the end of the War ‘in recognition of their great service to 
mankind’. Many of them accepted the honour, despite not being 
golfers. Not Churchill, who responded to the invitation: ‘I deeply 
appreciate the compliment you pay me in making this offer but, 
as I don’t play golf any more, I do not feel I can avail myself of this 
kindness and in this. I hope you will excuse me.’ Churchill as ever, 
can be seen as being nothing but honest.

Across the water, on the other side of the Eden Estuary 
bordering the northern end of the Links, lies RAF Leuchars, 
opened in 1920, a base that performed important wartime duties 
and so had heavy traffic.  The course was quiet and men from the 
224 Squadron at the base, used it in their limited free time. The 
airmen mainly carried out naval patrol duties and were noted for 
the first hostile engagement of the War. On the 4th of September 
1939, they attacked a Dornier Do 18 over the North Sea, locating 
the German prison ship Altmark, allowing it to be intercepted by 
HMS Cossack. Two hundred British prisoners of war were liberated.

The Boyd Quaich
Like many towns in Britain, St Andrews lost many sons and 
daughters in the conflict. Two brothers from the town have been 
commemorated by a university golf competition which bears their 
name, ‘The Boyd Quaich’. Quentin and Anthony Boyd matriculated 
at St Andrews university in 1934 and 1935 respectively. Quentin 
graduated with a BSc and MB, ChB, while his younger brother did 
not finish due to personal circumstances. Both were keen golfers 
and spent many happy hours on the Links, but like many others, 
joined up on the outset of war.

Quentin served in the Friends’ Ambulance unit, China Convoy 
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from 1941 to 1944, where he died as a result of privations while 
acting as a Surgeon with the Chinese Red Cross on the Yunnan 
Front. Anthony was commissioned to the Royal Hampshire 
Regiment, rising to Major and receiving the Military Cross. He 
served in North Africa, Malta, Sicily and Normandy, where he was 
killed in action soon after D-Day, in June 1944, near Bayeux.

In memory of the two brothers, their friends and relatives 
put together a sum of money under the trust of the Court of St 
Andrews to be used to purchase a trophy, called ‘The Boyd Quaich’. 
Its purpose, as inscribed upon the trophy, is to foster lasting 
friendships between all nations ‘by promoting the increase of 
international goodwill, and by the encouragement of friendliness 
between young men of different countries’31 The inaugural ‘Boyd 
Quaich’ took place between the 12th and 15th August 1946 when 
representatives from Oxford, Birmingham and Sheffield from 
Queen’s university, Belfast, Trinity College, Dublin, the National 
university of Ireland and four Scottish universities came together 
to play two rounds upon the Old Course. The first winner of the 
competition was Stanley Mayer, of Glasgow university. 

Post-wartime austerity in 1946, did not permit early 
international competion, but this was soon to change; today the 
competition has university students from across the world coming 
to St Andrews every July. In both 2010 and 2011 the author was 
one of those fortunate enough to play in the event, which had 
the added glamour (in 2010) of taking place the week after the 
Open Championship, with the course in prime condition and the 
grandstands still in position.

This was an experience that he very greatly enjoyed; not only 
was it a great thrill to play the Old and the New Course but it was 
most enjoyable for the numerous friendships that were formed over 
the four days at the home of golf, both on and off the course. He had 
the pleasure of playing with Ben Twiney from Oxford university 
and Georg Bornett from Wien university, Austria and met students 
from Australia, South Africa, united States of America and many 
from closer to home. He would like to think that all 72 who took 
part embraced the spirit of the competition, forging friendships 
with men from across the globe in competition on the golf course. 
The 62nd Quaich was won by Sean Morrison of Londonderry, 
Northern Ireland representing Francis Marion university in the 
united States, with a winning score of 283, three under par for two 
rounds on both the Old and New Courses. The author was very 
much nearer the other end of the field, but this certainly did not 
diminish his week at the home of golf.

Conclusion
This article has merely touched the surface of the plight upon 
Scotland’s golf courses during World War Two. It would be 
impossible to mention every club and worthy story, but the article 
helps to show the enormous sacrifice that men and women of 
Scotland paid during the six dark years of war. These are sacrifices 
that are all too easily forgotten in the modern world, but one which 
the author will not forget after having had the most fantastic week 
at St Andrews, playing in an event in memory of two young golfers 
who made the ultimate sacrifice.
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Letter from Oz

Against popular opinion I still hold that the 
American and British Amateur Championships 
are the fifth and sixth majors, despite being 
dominated by youths who probably spend too much 

time playing golf. These championships, like the marathon, are 
so hard to win. 36 holes of stroke play to qualify. Five eighteen-
hole matches culminating in a 36-hole final. A great test of 
maintaining form over a gruelling week. So Australia can take 
pride in producing the 2011 winner of the British Amateur. 
Bryden Macpherson, from the Peninsula Country Club just to 
the South of Melbourne, won in a close final by 3 and 2 over 
Michael Stewart, from Troon Welbeck. Bryden is one of only 
two Australians to have won the British Amateur, the other 
being the great Doug Bachli in 1954. 

BGCS member Eddie Emerson was awarded life membership 
of the PGA of Australia in May this year. Eddie has had a long 
and diverse career in professional golf. He was for 21 years the 
professional at St Michael’s Golf Club, a classic course and a 
busy club by the sea, in Sydney. When he became semi-retired 
Eddie focused his energies on Country Junior Golf, where he 
is now one of the mainstays of the program. CJG is a great 
program. Eddie and other stalwarts in CJG travel to the remote 
country towns of New South Wales to give golf lessons and 
encouragement to young people with an interest in golf. CJG 
brings keen young golfers to Sydney and other major towns 
where Eddie arranges for them to play on what British readers of 
TTG might call ‘proper’ golf courses. Many of these youngsters 
have never putted on a grass green or played from a well-grassed 
and mown fairway. Inland country golf in Australia is a tough 
business: sand greens, made of sand/gravel kept together with 
used sump oil and laboriously smoothed before each putt; 

fairways that can change quickly from dust bowl to flood and 
are only occasionally mown by volunteer labour; absence of 
bunkers because they are usually too difficult to construct and 
too expensive to maintain. The photograph shows Eddie with 
his young pupil, Sean from Warren Golf Club, a long way inland 
from Sydney. The glorious sixth hole of the NSW Golf Club is 
in the background, and this may have been Sean’s first glimpse 
of the sea. Eddie, congratulations on the PGA award, and keep 
up the good work. 

Recent purchases by Adelaide based BGCS member Neil 
Crafter, a Bernard Darwin collector, excited him more than 
a little. On leaving Eton College in 1894 the eighteen-year old 
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The Editor was confused at the prizegiving for the Scottish 
Hickory championship, and sorely misrepresented the 

name of the Swedish winner. For the record, Jörgen Isberg was 
the worthy champion, and is shown below receiving the trophy 
from Gillian Kirkwood. Sorry about this elementary error 
Jörgen.

Mullocks have a two day sporting antiques sale with 
560 golfing lots on the 28th September at their Ludlow 

Auction Rooms. Star items include rare and valuable Royal 
Doulton Burslem vases estimated at high four figure sums, and 
a Lennox Ware mug. A late entry of balls will include gutties and 
the odd feathery. Clubs include some longnoses. Also a number 
of playable half sets of irons. A collection of books about ladies 
golf includes two volumes by Mrs Kennard

The forthcoming golf sale at Bonhams takes place in their 
Chester salesroom on Wednesday 5 October. Catalogues 

are available from Caroline Child (caroline.child@bonhams.
com). Lots include: Manuscript Poem dated 1783
The Golf Match (est) £400-600; McLaren’s’ 1944 History of The 
Honourable Company £300 - £400; Early Army & Navy CSL 
No1 rubber-cored golf ball circa early 1900s £450; silver plaque 
inscribed ‘American Ryder Cup Team v Manchester Amateurs 
May 13th 1929’ £500 - £800; JB Fulford ‘Pambo’ cylinder headed 
Duplex club circa 1920 £400 - £600.

Bernard was presented with Poems by Thomas Gray. Eton printed 
their own copies of this book for its departing students – Thomas Gray 
was an old Eton student – with Eton stamps on the covers. Each copy 
included a laid-in presentation page, which was completed in Latin 
by Eton’s headmaster Edmund Warre. The photograph shows the 
presentation page with Darwin’s full Latinised name clearly written. 
unfortunately the copy is somewhat the worse for wear as the rear 
cover block is detached and the front cover block missing altogether, 
but it is a one of a kind item and Neil is considering the economics, 
and the wisdom, of having it rebound. 

BGCS member Bob Gowland, accompanied by his wife Sandie, visited 
Sydney during a very wet July. As an authority on and aficionado 
of old golf clubs, Bob naturally made a point of going to Royal 
Sydney to see the Robertson Collection and taking photographs and 
measurements of the Nielsen putter (see TTG June 2007). Tony and 
Robin Mountstephens laid on a small dinner party for Bob and Sandie; 
much animated conversation ensued, including, of course, the topic of 
golf in its early years.

Kel Nagle came to lunch at The Lakes Golf Club in July. It gave Kel 
the Chance to see the restored trophy for the Lakes International 
Cup, a golf match in which Kel took part in 1952 and 1954. As always 
Kel’s conversation and reminiscences were enjoyed by all. He recently 
accepted an invitation to be a patron of the Australian Golf Heritage 
Society.  

Michael Sheret
 

Corrections Auction News
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come for the Royal and Ancient Golf Club to decide at a General 
Meeting whether the various mallet-headed implements at present 
in use are to be permitted or not. The Rules of Golf Committee is, 
however, of opinion that it is not allowable to employ the vertical 
croquet stroke as a method of putting.

In 1910 the R&A made amendments to the Rules, confirming their 
distaste for putters of the ‘mallet-head’ type. These amendments 
were incorporated into the Rules coming into force in February 
1913, when a more detailed section on ‘Form and Make of Golf 
Clubs’ appeared:

The Rules of Golf Committee intimates that it will not sanction 
any substantial departure from the traditional and accepted form 
and make of golf clubs, which in its opinion, consist of a plain shaft 
and a head which does not contain any mechanical contrivance, 
such as springs; it also regards as illegal the use of such clubs as 
those of the mallet-head type, or such clubs as have the neck so 
bent as to produce a similar effect.

Note: The Rules of Golf Committee intimates that the 
following general considerations will guide it in interpreting this 
rule:-

The head of the Golf Club shall be so constructed that the 

PRIOR to January 1909 there was nothing in the Rules of 
Golf1 to say what could or could not be used as a golf club. 
In 1909 the Rules contained a first attempt to say what was 
allowable. This was a rather vague statement under the 

heading ‘Form and Make of Golf Clubs’, which left the R&A a great 
deal of freedom to ban all sorts of golf club design.

The Rules of Golf Committee intimates that it will not sanction 
any substantial departure from the traditional and accepted form 
and make of golf clubs, which in its opinion, consist of a plain shaft 
and a head which does not contain any mechanical contrivance, 
such as springs.

In 1909 the R&A received this query from the Nga Motu Golf Club 
in New Zealand: ‘With regard to “Make and Form of Golf Clubs” is 
it permissible to use a small croquet mallet to putt with?’ The R&A 
replied: ‘A croquet mallet is not a golf club and is inadmissible.’

It is very difficult to conceive how a croquet mallet, even a small 
one, could have an advantage over the putters of the day. Again in 
1909 the R&A received a query from the Pickeridge Golf Club in 
England: ‘In a stroke competition a competitor used a putter made 
in the form of a croquet mallet. Is he disqualified?’ The R&A replied:

The Rules of Golf Committee is of opinion that the time has 

The Croquet Stroke in Golf

Those of a nervous putting disposition discovered long ago that their torment could be eased by using a 
centralised pendulum action. This article by Michael Sheret chronicles how the game’s ruling authority dealt 

with successive attempts to legitimise the croquet stroke

Schenectady Putter. Note: the shaft does not meet the head at a right 
angle

Circa 1960 putter by PGF of Australia, ‘Croquet’ model. Note: the 
shaft is at a right angle to the head 
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length of the head from the back of the heel to the toe shall be 
greater than the breadth from the face to the back of the head. 

The shaft shall be fixed to the heel, or to a neck, socket, or hose 
which terminates at the heel.  

The lower part of the shaft shall, if produced, meet the heel 
of the club, or (as for example in the case of the Park and Fairlie 
Clubs) a point opposite the heel, either to right or left, when the 
club is soled in the ordinary position for play.

From the above it is clear that the R&A in 1913 considered that 
the non-traditional key feature of the mallet-headed putter was 
the fact that the shaft – or an extension of the shaft – did not 
meet the clubhead at the heel. On this basis the R&A banned the 
Schenectady putter2 and other forms of centre-shafted (or near-
centred) putters. The uSGA ignored this ban, and it was not until 
1952 that the R&A and uSGA came together and both ruling 
bodies allowed centre-shafted putters.

From 1913 to 1952 the R&A seems to have been quite illogical 
about the whole issue of centre-shafted putters. A centre-shafted 
putter does little or nothing to facilitate the vertical croquet stroke 
that the R&A was so anxious to ban. The two photographs on the 
previous page show a Schenectady and a circa 1960 putter.3 The 

latter really does allow a putting stroke in the vertical plane, and 
it has additional advantages. While it was legal in 1960, it was 
declared non-conforming in 1968.

The photographs show that when the Schenectady is soled the 
shaft is not vertical; the 1960s putter has a shaft that is vertical when 
the head is soled.

Croquet
The advantages of the ‘Croquet’ model putter are only apparent 
when a radically different putting stance is used, different that is 
from that which is allowable under today’s golf rules. At this stage 
it is instructive to look at a croquet mallet and the way in which 
croquet players stro ke the ball.

The mallet in the photograph is about 85 cm long, much the 
same as a conventional putter, but the length can vary widely 
depending on the player’s preference. The weight is some three or 
four times that of a putter, because croquet balls are so much larger 
and heavier than golf balls. There is no rule to prevent a player 
using the wider part of the head, but it would be inefficient given 
the weight of a croquet ball. The important thing to note is that 

A short putt croquet-style.  
Photo: courtesy of The Lakes Golf Club

The croquet counterpart of a short putt.  
Photo: courtesy of the Hunters Hill Croquet Club, Sydney
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the shaft is fitted so that it is accurately at a right angle to the head.
The photograph on the previous page shows the commonest 

address position in croquet with the player attempting to stroke the 
ball through the hoop. The stance and the design of the mallet allow 
the player to swing in the vertical plane and to see the line with 
binocular vision down the line. There is nothing in croquet rules 
to prevent a player standing to the side as per the common putting 
stance and using the common putting stroke, but this would defeat 
the advantages of swinging the mallet in the vertical plane. Women 
in the Victorian and Edwardian eras were obliged to use such an 
inefficient stance by virtue of their long hooped skirts.

The Croquet-Style Putting Stroke
As late as 1950 the R&A still considered the ‘mallet-headed type 
of club’ to be illegal (Rule 1-2). In 1952 the R&A finally adopted 
the uSGA position. The R&A 1952 Rules made no reference to the 
‘mallet-headed type of club’. While making it clear that clubs other 
than the putter still had to have the shaft attached at the heel, an 
exception was made for putters. 1952 Rule 2-2(b): “Attachment of 
Shaft … However, the shaft of a putter may be fixed at any point 
in the head.”

Some time after the R&A ruling, that is some time in the 1950s, 
it became popular with golfers to stand astride the line and use 
putters with the shaft attached to the centre of the head and at right 
angles to the head. These were putters like the PGF ‘Croquet’ model 
shown in the earlier photograph.

The second photograph on the previous page shows putting in 
the croquet style. With hands apart the higher hand need only hold 
on loosely to provide the fixed point for the pendulum-like swing.

What are the advantages of putting croquet-style compared to 
conventional putting? Firstly, the swing is naturally in the vertical 

plane. Secondly, at the address position the croquet-style golfer has 
binocular vision straight down the line. In contrast, to look down 
the line in the address position for conventional putting, the golfer 
is largely dependent on monocular peripheral vision. Thirdly, in 
conventional putting the natural tendency, unlike in croquet-style, 
is for there to be considerable wrist movement. uncoordinated wrist 
movement in conventional putting will result in the putter head 
being off-square at impact. Skilled conventional putters generally 
develop their technique to cut out wrist movement, especially on 
shorter putts, but their technique is contrived rather than natural 
and has been known to desert them at crucial moments.

Overall, croquet-style putting is a great cure for the yips, that 
affliction where short putts are regularly missed as nerves and 
uncertainties take over the golfer’s mind and the body’s moving 
parts. My memories of the days when croquet style putting was 
allowed are that it gave chronic yippers a new lease of golfing life.

Golf club manufacturers were quick to become the yipper’s 
friend and latch on to the new market, as the two advertisements 
from 1965 show below.4

The putter with the extremely curved sole in the second 
advertisement is particularly ingenious. Notice that for the 
curved sole putter the croquet-style stance is recommended only 
for the shorter putts. For longer putts a conventional stance is 
recommended. The manufacturer has clearly understood the 
yipper’s problem, but one has to wonder just how effective the 
curved sole putter design was as a sort of dual purpose club.

1968: The Banning of Croquet-Style Putters and Putting
Prior to 1968 the R&A could have banned putters specially 
designed for croquet-style putting by invoking the catch-all phrase 
in Rule 2-2 of the 1964 Rules: ‘The club shall not be substantially 
different from the traditional and customary form and make.’ For 
some reason croquet-style putters and croquet-style putting were 
allowed to continue.

In 1968, however, the R&A, to the chagrin of all yippers, 
comprehensively banned both putters and putting in the croquet style:5
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Rule 35-1(l):
Standing Astride or on Line of Putt Prohibited
The player shall not make a stroke on the putting green from a 
stance astride, or with either foot touching, the line of the putt or 
an extension of that line behind the ball.
Rule 2-2(e):
… Putters … The axis of the shaft from the top to a point not more 
than five inches above the sole shall diverge from the vertical by 
at least ten degrees in relation to the horizontal line determining 
length of head under Rule 2-2c.
Stating Rule 2-2(e) more plainly, a putter with the shaft at right 
angles to the head was, to use modern terminology, considered 
to be non-conforming.

A putter with an extremely curved sole, such as the one shown 
below in the advertisement, could be said to have a shaft at an angle 
to the vertical when the putter is used with a conventional stance. 
This possible loophole is effectively closed in the 2008 Rules of Golf. 
Appendix II-1d: Alignment

When the club is in its normal address position the shaft must be 
so aligned that:
(i) The projection of the straight part of the shaft on to the vertical 
plane through the toe and heel must diverge from the vertical by 
at least 10 degrees. If the overall design of the club is such that the 
player can effectively use the club in a vertical or close to vertical 
position, the shaft may be required to diverge from the vertical in 
this plane by as much as 25 degrees.

The Ultimate Putter
As avid reader of Henry Longhurst’s weekly short essay in The 
Sunday Times, I have never forgotten his piece6 way back in 
1958 on the putter invented by Percy J Gillespie of Dublin. For 
Longhurst, one of the greatest of yippers, the Gillespie putter was 
a sure cure for the affliction. When Longhurst tried it out he holed 
eighteen short putts in a row. Then, ‘frightened at the enormity’ 
of his achievement, he missed the nineteenth, but he rallied and 
holed the twentieth.

Gillespie modified the basic croquet-style putter, ie centre-
shafted with the head at a right angle 
to the shaft, by shortening the shaft 
and using a flat wide handle for the 
grip. The photograph of an original 
Gillespie is reproduced here with 
permission from Mullocks Auctions.7 
The putter is made of wood with a 
brass plate attached to the face. The 
overall length is 25 inches; the shaft 
is 1⅜ inch wide and an estimated 
⅜ inch thick; the face is four inches 
wide, one inch high and one inch 
deep. This short putter could be held 
in a revolutionary manner, and this 
was its most important innovation. In 
the words of Longhurst: ‘The thumbs 
lie side by side on the handle, facing 
forwards, and the fingers intertwine, 

as though in an attitude of prayer, at the back.’ When Longhurst 
missed a short putt with the Gillespie, he found that ‘Instinct … had 
caused the right thumb to creep slightly down the shaft, perhaps 
half an inch lower than the left. So the two arms of the pendulum 
were no longer of the same length and the apparatus was out of 
true.’

The photograph shows a mock-up version of the Gillespie 
putter in action.8 The short shaft gives the golfer more control 
over the movement of the putter head.9 The golfer’s eyes are low to 
the ground and look directly along the line of the putt. From this 
position and with this grip the golfer can make, quite naturally, a 
genuine pendulum swing with absolutely no wrist movement and 
with both hands moving completely in unison.

The Gillespie putter had its time in the sun in 1957/58, when 
there was nothing specific in the Rules of Golf to make it non-
conforming. Yet doubts about the legality of the putter must have 
been circulating, for in the 10 April 1958 issue of the Irish Times10 
Gillespie felt it necessary to reassure potential customers that his 
putter was a legalised club. Presumably with a view to marketing 
the putter more widely, Gillespie submitted a sample to the R&A to 
confirm its legality. In May 1958 correspondence between the R&A 
and the uSGA began. Finally, at the R&A Rules of Golf Committee 
meeting on 15 September 1958 the Gillespie putter was declared 
illegal.11 The minutes of that meeting do not record any specific 
aspect of the putter which led to their decision. Once again that 

The Gillespie putter, deadly for short putts.
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catch-all phrase came in handy: ‘The club shall not be substantially 
different from the traditional and customary form and make.’ The 
wily Mr Gillespie was well-prepared. He had taken out insurance 
with Lloyds, and they paid out to the tune of £1000.

Concluding Remarks
I can understand why the R&A banned croquet-style putting and 
putters designed for the croquet-style. Putting is a game within a 
game; putting requires a unique set of skills, quite different from 
those required for the full drive through to the delicate chip. 
Croquet-style putting reduced markedly the skill level needed, and 
this arguably was not a good thing.

On the other hand, it could be argued that croquet-style was 
really only for the short putts, where frayed nerves, rather than lack 
of physical skills, are the yippers’ problem. Generally speaking the 
young are fearless over short putts and it is the aging golfers who 
suffer from the yips, to the ruination of their game. Would it not 
be nice for these old yippers if they could have two putters in the 
bag, one as currently allowed and the deadly Gillespie for the short 
putts?

Finally, a personal declaration of non-self-interest: I am not a 
truly tragic yipper, but I might be getting there.

Notes
1. References to and quotations from the Rules of Golf over the various 
years have been made using <www.ruleshistory.com> and hard copies of 
the Rules from 1956 to 1970 held at the Golf Museum of the Australian 
Golf Heritage Society, Sydney.

2. In 1904 Walter Travis, an American, won the British Amateur, the first 
non-British golfer to do so. A feature of his game was his excellent putting 
with a Schenectady putter. Many golf writers say that this inspired the 
R&A to ban centre-shafted putters. The time lag between 1904 and 1913 
indicates that this is probably a myth.

3. I am grateful to the AGHS Golf Museum, Sydney, for the extended loan 
of the 1960s PGF putter during my research for this article.

4. Golf, June 1965, published by universal Publishing and Distributing 
Corporation (New York). Copy held in the library of the AGHS Golf 
Museum, Sydney.

5. There is widespread belief that the ban became inevitable when high 
profile golfer – and famous yipper – Sam Snead putted croquet-style in 
the 1967 Augusta Masters and so incurred the displeasure of Bobby Jones 
and Joseph Dey, at that time Executive Director of the uSGA. That may 
or may not be so. Snead stood astride the line and put his right hand way 
down the shaft but, oddly enough, did not use a right-angled putter. He 
used a standard-issue Titleist Bulls Eye model. (See Sam, the one and only 
Sam Snead by Al Barkow, Taylor Trade Publishing (Maryland), 2010, pp 
50-54). After the ban Snead used a ‘side saddle’ stance, which has some 
of the advantages of an astride stance in that it gives the golfer binocular 
vision down the line of the putt. The R&A and uSGA probably found it 
too difficult to extend the ban to the ‘side saddle’ stance. I find it hard to 
understand why all modern golfers who use the broomstick putter do not 
also use a ‘side saddle’ stance. The putter and the stance go well together.

6. T-Square reprinted in Only on Sundays by Henry Longhurst, Simon & 
Schuster (London), 1989 pp 104-106.

7. I am also grateful to BGCS member John Mullock for sharing with me 

his information on the Gillespie putter.

8. I am grateful to BGCS member, Norm Richardson, for constructing the 
mock-up of the Gillespie putter. Norm is also demonstrating the putter at 
The Lakes Golf Club.

9. In 1996 the R&A further restricted the design of all clubs to a minimum 
overall length of eighteen inches (Appendix II 4-1b). I suspect that between 
1958 and 1996 other putter designers had cottoned on to the advantages 
of very short putters.

10. I am grateful to Helen Nugent of the Sutton Golf Club in Dublin for 
putting me on to three different references to the Gillespie putter in the 
Irish Times. Longhurst was told that Joe Carr, long-time member of Sutton 
and notorious yipper, practised in secret with the Gillespie but could not 
bring himself to use it in public.

11. I am grateful to Laurie Rae, Heritage & Museum Curator of the British 
Golf Museum, for searching out the minutes of the meeting of the Rules 
of Golf Committee. Sadly, not much more than the final decision was 
minuted. The detailed discussion would have been very interesting.
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JuST AS THE fabrication of bogus clubs is bad for the golf 
collecting community and for golf itself, so too, is inaccurate 
history and unjustifiable conclusions about genuine antique 
clubs and their makers when put into print. What is written 

today will be used by collectors when they make collecting 
decisions. It will be used by future writers in their research. If the 
facts are not correctly presented, understood, and applied every 
time, conclusions based on misinformation will be unintentionally 
skewed.

What prompts my concern is Bob Gowland’s new book, 
The Oldest Clubs. In his book Bob shows a broad spectrum of 
interesting antique golf clubs and then tries to identify the ages 
of these clubs. He has obviously spent a great amount of time 

collecting these images, and I know from personal experience 
that writing a book dealing with club history takes a great deal 
of effort and is much like detective work—facts can be hard to 
come by. 

The facts, the respect they are given, and their correct 
application are what give validity and accuracy to writing. I 
have nothing against Bob personally or professionally, but it is 
clear to me that all three of these elements are often lacking in 
The Oldest Clubs.

Golf ’s 1682 coin and clubhead 
Consider the three clubheads below. The centre clubhead (#2) 
is a drawing of a clubhead and a 1682 coin found in the Vaults, 

In the Interest of Accurate History

by 
Jeffery B Ellis
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Leith. This image was originally published in the May 29, 1891 
issue of Golf (p.183). In The Oldest Clubs the same image is 
reproduced, and Bob tells the reader on p179 that:

This is clearly a square toe iron of the large group and if, as 
reported, the coin and the club were found together in the wall 
being demolished, then we can be confident that this group is 
at least as old as the fourth quarter of the 17th century. This can 
be taken as one standard for comparisons.1 

On p139 Bob uses the drawn clubhead as a standard for 
comparison. He pictures it next to club #3 that accompanies 
this article. (He shows the back side of the club, which is marked 
with an ‘R’, while I have shown the face side.) He makes his 
comparison and states that club #3 is also ‘probably late 17th 
century and probably one of the oldest irons extant’. When you 
examine clubhead #3, however, and compare it to the drawing, 
the clubhead is actually quite different from the one shown 
in Golf. Yes, they both have a square toe, but the difference in 
proportion—the size of the blade in relation to the size of the 
hosel—is dramatically different between these two clubheads, 
to say nothing of the difference in shape.

Club #1 however, is an excellent match for the Golf clubhead 
(#2). Bob is familiar with club #1. He shows it twice in his book 
but does not compare it to the clubhead illustrated in Golf. 
Instead, he identifies club #1 on p141 (Fig I:71) of his book as 
‘late 18th Century’. The other picture of this club is on p121 (Fig 
I:21) where he shows a close-up of its hosel and describes it as 
an ‘early 19th century hosel’. So, not only does he conclude that 
two very different square toe irons are from the same period, he 
also misses the obvious connection between the two that are—
clubhead #1 and the clubhead illustrated in Golf. He picked a 
valid standard for comparison, but he applied it incorrectly, 
which in turn skews his dating.

1744 and 1754 silver clubs
Bob also uses the silver clubs made as trophies in the 1700s as a 
standard for dating actual clubs. On p187 he writes: 

These [silver clubs] can be used as comparisons for dating as 
they are clearly of contemporary shape and are hallmarked 
with dates or approximate dates and the mark of known and 
dated makers [silversmiths/goldsmiths].

On the same page he shows the Honourable Company’s and the 
Society of St Andrews Golfers’ silver long nose clubs—made, 
assayed, and engraved in 1744 and 1754 respectively—next to a 
play club from the Adam Wood Collection, also known as the 
Troon clubs. The comparison shows that the two clubs are not 
only remarkably similar but also that the silver club appears to 
be modelled after the Adam Wood/Troon club. Bob uses the 
silver clubs to date the Troon wood as contemporary with the 
silver clubs, as he writes on p189:

Before the mid 19th century (with very few exceptions) it was 

the custom to design and make items that were new, up to date 
and fashionable. … It is inconceivable, therefore, that before 
the mid 19th century any silver club would have been made to 
a past design. At the R&A the existing silver club had no more 
room for the winners’ silver replica balls, so another identical 
club was made in 1819. It is possible that this too may have 
been of a contemporary shape still in use in the early 19th 
century.  

I find it difficult to accept that Troon-shaped clubs were still 
in use in 1819. The R&A’s website documents their 1754 silver 
club, the engraving on the club, and the purpose behind its 
creation as follows: 

22 Noblemen and Gentlemen of the Kingdom of Fife’ presented 
a silver club to be competed for over the links of St Andrews on 
14 May 1754. Their motives were two-fold: to enjoy the sport 
and the conviviality which always followed, but also by staging 
an annual contest for a significant trophy they hoped to restore 
the reputation of St Andrews as the home of golf and stimulate 
a return to the glory days when royalty and religious leaders 
were regular visitors. In bold and elegant script, beneath the 
names of the 22 original contributors, the first written record of 
what was to become The Royal and Ancient Golf Club, reads: 
‘the Noblemen and Gentlemen above named being admired of 
the Ancient and healthful exercise of the Golf, and at the same 
time having the interest and prosperity of the ancient city of 
St Andrews at heart, being the Alma Mater of the Golf, did 
in the year of our Lord 1754 contribute for a Silver club’.2 [all 
boldings above are mine.

If they wanted to return to the glory days, and wanted to 
reinforce St Andrews as the birth place of golf, and wanted to 
celebrate the antiquity of the game and rekindle its connection 
to royalty, would 22 golfers living in 1754 pool their resources 
and commission a silver club modelled after the latest and 
greatest in club design? Or would they model their silver club 
after one that was royal and ancient—like a club made for an 
ancient king? I am firmly of the view that the Edinburgh Town 
Council in 1744 and the 22 St Andrews golfers in 1754 chose 
to model their life-size trophies after a club that had, indeed, 
belonged to royalty. No doubt William Mayne made many clubs 
for King James VI, and one or more remained in the 1740s 
beyond those donated to the Troon Club by Adam Wood.

This position is supporte by Ian Crowe’s recent analysis 
of the markings on the Troon clubs in the June 2010 issue of 
Through the Green (pp41-43). I find his analysis of the Royal 
Stuart iconography from coinage of the early 1600s, and the 
Troon clubheads, thoroughly convincing. After documenting 
each of the marks on the clubs, including the royal crown 
requiring the King’s authorization and the initials of King James 
VI two sons, Ian concludes that the Troon clubs belonged to 
James VI of Scotland and I of England and that William Mayne, 
appointed royal clubmaker to James VI in 1603, made them 
for him in the early 1600s.3 What better club could be made 
into a full-size sterling silver trophy designed to connect golfers 
with golf ’s royal and ancient roots than one that had, indeed, 
belonged to ancient royalty? 
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Setting aside the large body of evidence that appears to 
connect the Troon Clubs to King James VI, Bob makes a huge 
stretch when he proposes that the Troon clubs were made 
somewhere around 1744, let alone how they ‘may have been 
of a contemporary shape still in use in the early 19th century’. 
They look nothing like the known clubs made around 1770 and 
shortly thereafter, such as the McEwan, Cossar, and Neilson 
clubs. It would take far more than 26 years to evolve from 
the Troon clubs to the McEwan clubs as indicated by the fact 
that the differences between the Troon clubs and the oldest 
McEwans are much greater than the differences between the 
oldest McEwans and the long nose clubs of the 1880s.  

Blackheath clubs
Bob Gowland attempts to set up another ‘standard for 
comparison’ by showing the famous portrait of Blackheath’s 
Henry Callender standing next to an iron blade putter and 
holding a long nose club in his hand (p183 Fig. D:23). On 
the same page, next to the portrait, are two clubs from the 
collection of Royal Blackheath, which are described as the ones 
in the portrait: an iron head putter and a black spoon ‘with the 
largest clubhead of any featherball club as yet recorded’. The club 
histories by Neil Scaife, and Henderson and Stirk acknowledge 
that the iron putter in Blackheath’s collection was Callender’s. 
But neither club history says that Royal Blackheath owns the 
long nose club in the picture or that the massive spoon in the 
collection was Callender’s, and for good reason. The club in 
the painting has a different colour than the massive spoon at 
Blackheath. Also, the club in the painting is normal in size. 
When one compares the two clubs in the painting to each other, 
the wooden head is only a little larger than the iron head, but 
when one compares the two clubs in the museum, the difference 
in head size is dramatic, even more that it is in the picture of the 
AD putter and the J Wilson putter later in this article.  

Bob, however, pictures Royal Blackheath’s huge club on 
p63 and then states that the ‘massive spoon … appears in 
Callender’s portrait of 1807 with a red keel finish, the club is 
likely to have been of recent manufacture then as he played with 
it’. Bob continues to conjecture when he tries to explain away 
the difference in colour:

The black finish [on the large spoon] must have been applied 
in the later 19th century as was the fashion (see Chapter 1). … 
The other clubs in the same display at Royal Blackheath have all 
been painted a uniform black.

Bob identifies the ‘black finish’ on this large spoon in the 
March 1994 issue of Through the Green (p12) as ‘black varnish’. 
When he notes in the quote above that ‘the other clubs in the 
same display … have all been painted a uniform black’, that is 
not quite true. Only the iron-headed clubs in that display have 
been coated. And it wasn’t for fashion. They are coated in black 
varnish in order to prevent rust, black varnish being, according 
to the Encyclopedia Britannica, ‘a protective coating for interior 
and exterior ironwork [that] forms a protective barrier against 
atmospheric corrosion’.4 The three additional wood head clubs 

in that display are not coated in black varnish. Two were made 
by Tom Morris and have their original brown stain finish, as can 
be seen in the large colour pictures published in 2009 on p210 
of Scaife’s book. The third is an eighteenth century putter, which 
also has a dark stained finish that is neither the same as nor as 
dark as the black finish on the large bulbous spoon, as can be 
seen in the close-up of both clubs on p127 of Royal Blackheath.   

Bob’s assertion that the black finish ‘must have been applied 
in the later nineteenth century as was the fashion’ (p63) is 
unsupported. His book does not present any other pre-1850 
clubs that was later painted black because of ‘fashion’. If he is 
alluding to another one of his conjectures, stated in Chapter 1 
p17, that the death of Prince Albert prompted 1860s clubmakers 
to show their loyalty to Queen Victoria by painting new golf 
clubs black at that time, his claim is not backed up by a single 
document document from a clubmaker or anyone living in the 
nineteenth century. 

If a reason is needed for the introduction of black finishes 
beyond the clubmakers’ wish to offer something new among 
their wares, one might consider something relevant to golfers, 
such as the fact that light beech clubheads, which grew in 
prominence after 1860, were prone to acquiring unsightly, dark 
moisture stains as the varnish began to wear. Finishing beech 
clubheads in black, however, protected the head from unsightly 
water stains so the club would look better, longer.

The odds are extremely small that the two largest clubs in 
the Royal Blackheath collection—the clubs Bob refers to as 
the ‘massive spoon’ and the huge 48-inch-long iron that ‘may 
have been Callenders’ (p141)—belonged to Callender.  In the 
April 18, 1902, issue of Golf Illustrated Tom Dunn recalls how 
his father Willie Dunn donated a set of huge clubs to Royal 
Blackheath in 1852:

My Father bought, in the year 1852, from a sea captain who 
had just returned from South America, about thirty clubs, the 
size of them being huge in comparison with the modern style 
of club [italics mine]. They must have been made for a giant: 
certainly one would think a man of only seven feet could use 
them. … I remember my father making a present of a set to 
the Blackheath Club, as a curiosity, and I believe they have 
them yet (p45).

True rut irons
The section title on p 156 reads ‘Rut Irons (perhaps only 10 that 
can be safely regarded as true rut irons)’.  Bob then hazards a 
guess that ‘these specialized clubs may be the ones also referred 
to in the nineteenth century in St Andrews as track irons’. He 
then describes another of his standards for comparisons: 

The true rut iron has a near circular face just a little larger 
than the size of a large feather ball, and the top line of the blade 
in face elevation enters the hosel at a right angle. 

A little later he states that the similar but slightly larger and 
possibly elongated irons were rut niblicks, and ‘as the head 
became longer and larger still, it developed into the niblick and 
eventually recognizable as a twentieth century eight iron’.

I do not believe that any of the small-headed irons he presents 
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can ‘safely’ be called ‘true rut irons’, at least not historically. And 
niblicks did not evolve from rut niblicks—quite the opposite 
is true. In years past I have spent extensive amounts of time 
researching the literature of golf dating to the early 1900s and 
before, and when so doing I have never encountered the term 
‘rut iron’ and ‘rut niblick’. The small round-headed iron Bob 
safely regards as a ‘true rut iron’ and guesses ‘may be’ a track iron 
is, historically, a ‘track iron’ or a ‘niblick’ or ‘iron niblick’. These 
terms were in print by 1857 and used interchangeably during 
the second half of the nineteenth century.5 

 According to my research, ‘Rut Iron’ is a nickname coined in 
the twentieth century and used by a few mid and late twentieth 
century writers and by some collectors today when speaking 
of a track iron; and there are hundreds, not just ten or so, true 
track irons in existence today. The claim that a true track iron 
must have a ‘near circular face just a little larger in size than a 
large feather ball’ is not factual.  

Like putters, play clubs, and spoons, track irons/niblicks 
were made throughout the nineteenth century, some a little 
larger or smaller than others, in order to match a player’s 
preference and skill. In his 1896 book The Game of Golf, Willie 
Park Jr writes about the niblick and explains ‘the head is all the 
better of being tolerably large, but an experienced player may 
use one with a smaller head’. 

‘Rut Niblick’, incorrectly used by Bob to describe all the 
other track irons larger than the ten smallest, is also a twentieth 
century term. It is often used by collectors to differentiate the 
older, hand forged track irons/niblicks from those that were 
drop forged (typically made with a shorter, thinner hosel and 
a larger, thinner blade) as the niblick continued to evolve after 
golf exploded into the world during the 1890s. 

Blond McEwan    
On p90 (fig Mc:49) a blond head McEwan is shown as the 
largest club directly under the heading of ‘Putters’. It is described 
as a ‘putter from perhaps the late 1820s’. The very same club is 
reproduced just four pages later (Fig P:4) and described as an 
entirely different club from an entirely different time—a ‘late 
18th/early 19th century spoon’. 6 

On p79 Bob shows four slightly different ‘McEwan’ stamps, 
including the stamp on the same blond McEwan, and attempts 
to date them and use them as standards for comparison. The 
stamp on the blond McEwan (Fig Mc:10) is dated to the end 
of the first quarter of the nineteenth century, which makes no 

sense since the ‘McEwan’ stamp found on the blond McEwan, 
complete with the same ‘hook’ on the ‘M’, is found on a thistle 
McEwan dated 1786 on the bottom of its head and shown on 
p78 of his book (figs M:2, M:3, and M:4). There is, however, 
one major difference between the two stamps that Bob fails to 
mention.  

The blond McEwan has a large hook on the final ‘N’, as 
shown below and in Bob’s book (Fig. Mc:10). Inasmuch as he 
promotes the concept that stamps wore out or had bits removed 
which made certain marks less clear (p79) then his logical order 
of progression between these two otherwise identical ‘McEwan’ 
stamps would be that the club stamped with the hook on the N 
is older than the club stamped without a hook on the N. But he 
does not state that. The hook on the N is neither mentioned in 
his book nor factored into his stamp dating. 

Also not mentioned in his McEwan stamp dating is the fact 
that the minute differences which he relies on, such as the size 
of the dash under the ‘c’ in ‘McEwan’, could in some cases be 
little more that the exact same stamp either struck differently or 
reacting differently on different pieces of wood across centuries. 
This can be seen where the same stamp is weaker or stronger 
in places on one club when compared to another with the same 
stamp. Furthermore, he does not mention the serifs on all the 
letters. According to Bob’s logic, their ends would become 
fainter, too, through wear, just like the hook at the top of the 
‘M’ and the dash under the ‘C’. When one begins to examine 
the serifs on various clubs using the same stamp, however, one 
notices that they are all over the map and do not fit into his 
dated examples with any consistency (pp78-79). 

Andrew Dickson
In The Oldest Clubs, Andrew Dickson of Leith (1665-1753) was 
not credited as a clubmaker due to the ‘conflicting evidence 
referring to him as a ball maker’. Bob, however, fails to mention 
three of Andrew’s family members—three other Dicksons who 
were clubmakers in Leith during the 1700s. Alastair Johnston 
discusses them in The Chronicles of Golf, 7 and Henderson and 
Stirk show their family tree: John Dickson (1735-1787), the 
son of John Dickson (1710-1755), who was the son of John 
Dickson (1678-1729).8 All three were identified by both authors 
as clubmakers in Leith. Andrew Dickson, known as a ballmaker, 
is documented as knowing how to make clubs as well. There is 
an eyewitness account published in 1792 from a Mr Tytler of 
Woodhouselee who knew Andrew Dickson and called him a 
clubmaker (Scots Magazine, p223). The McEwan clubmaking 
family supports Mr Tytler’s accuracy by referring to Andrew 
Dickson as a clubmaker.  

In 1770 James McEwan began making clubs in Edinburgh, 
about three miles from Leith. There can be little doubt that he 
knew who the past clubmakers were in his neck of the woods 
or that he had to repair some of their work. There can be little 
doubt that he was also well acquainted with John Dickson who 
worked as a clubmaker in Leith for upwards of seventeen years 
concurrent with James, until John’s death in 1787.9 
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In 1896, Golf ran a detailed story on the McEwan family and 
included a picture of eight ancient golf clubs from the McEwan 
antique club collection. Two clubs were identified as being made 
by Andrew Dickson of Leith, one of which was stamped ‘AD’ on 
the head. This driver, along with the other seven clubs from the 
McEwan collection, was included in the Glasgow International 
Exhibition of 1901 and catalogued as ‘Lent by D M’Ewan & 
Son’. This same AD-stamped club is found in the catalogue of 
the Glasgow International Exhibition of 1911, because Douglas 
McEwan donated the McEwan antique club collection to Royal 
Musselburgh in 1901.10 The AD club was described as possibly 
the oldest club in the exhibition. 

A second club stamped ‘AD’, a spoon, is pictured in Bob 
Gowland’s book with many early characteristics, including a red 
keel finish. It is unlikely these two clubs are the same, because 
one is consistently recorded as a driver and the other is clearly 
a spoon. 

A third club stamped ‘AD’, a putter, was discussed in Bob’s 
book but not pictured. When discussing the AD-stamped 
putter on p 209, however, Bob states that both it and the AD 
spoon are likely to date ‘no earlier than the late eighteenth/
early nineteenth century’. On p218 he does not credit Andrew 
Dickson as the maker of this putter, but instead refers to an 
‘Honourable Company Membership Certificate for one Andrew 
Duncan [that] has entered an American collection’. He explains 
that ‘Duncan may well have been the owner of the club (p218)’, 
thus accounting for the AD initials. 

If Andrew Duncan owned this AD putter, he must have 
owned an incredibly huge number of clubs all stamped ‘AD’ 
in order to have, from three different unrelated sources, two 
survive to this day and a third documented and photographed 
in 1896 (if not still in existence today). The Cossars made clubs 
for over twenty years, and only four of theirs remain. 

The McEwans identified two clubs in their collection as 
being made by Andrew Dickson. Is there any good reason 
to believe that the McEwans were wrong, that they knew less 
about Andrew Dickson than we do today? What was there to 
stop Dickson from being both a clubmaker and a ballmaker, 
like Tom Morris? And who taught Tom Morris to make clubs? 
Somebody did. The only name that has ever been given is that 
of the famous ballmaker Allan Robertson, and it was given by 
Tom Morris himself in an autobiographical article published 
twice when he was alive.11

As proof that one person could, and did, work as both a 
clubmaker and ballmaker back in the 1700s, no less than a 
previously mentioned John Dickson, clubmaker and member 
of Andrew’s family, wrote a letter to the Marquis of Annandale 
dated May 6, 1722, wherein he states that he worked night and 
day making both clubs and balls:

I have answerd your Letter by the Clubs and Balls I wroght 
Night and Day till I got them finsht  I resceve from Adam 
Glendenine fifteen Shilling in part of payment & ther remens 
Elevne  Your Acpt is Closd in the Letter. … 12   

Given the fact that the Dickson family had both clubmakers 
and ballmakers working in the golf trade in the small town of 
Leith for approximately a century and a half, one would expect 
that the younger members going into the golf trade would learn 
both club and ball making, and their eventual title of clubmaker 
or ballmaker would serve more as a formality than a limiting 
boundary. The more skills one has, the more efficient and 
successful one can be. I am clearly of the view that the evidence 
in favor of Andrew Dickson making the AD-stamped clubs is 
far greater than it is for Andrew Duncan of the Honourable 
Company owning these clubs. 

John Dickson’s letter to the Marquis of Annandale The AD-marked putter was 2¾” wide
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One last point about the AD-marked putter is that is also 
stamped ‘J. McCaul’.  Bob writes that because McCaul was 
golfing in the late nineteenth century he was ‘more likely to have 
marked the club to denote ownership whilst the club was still 
in use’. He also writes, ‘It is inconceivable that, if McCaul had 
acquired the club thinking it was a valuable antique, he would 
have struck his name on it (p218)’.  

Here are the facts:  First, the AD-stamped putter and the 
massive spoon in the Blackheath collection have 2¾ inch wide 
heads which are dramatically larger than any known long nose 
clubs made at any time in the nineteenth century, let alone still 
in use at the end of the nineteenth century. Theirs are the largest 
heads of all known long nose clubs yet recorded, and dramatic 
size speaks to great age, as long nose putters made between 
1770 and 1860 generally had larger heads the further back in 
time one looks. Furthermore, the AD putter is much larger than 
every putter in his book, including the oldest maker-stamped 
putters, namely the Neilson and Cossar putters which he states 
measure 2¼" and 2⅜" in width (pp71, 75). 13 

Second, Bob does not mention the fact that the AD putter 
was featured at the Glasgow International Exhibition of 1901, 
where Scottish Antiquities were displayed. The putter includes a 
GIE 1901 sticker on its shaft as proof of that fact. An avid golfer, 
McCaul would easily recognize that this heavy and hugest of 
clubheads with its thick, heavily tapered ash shaft was really 
old, just as golfers today will recognize a really old club from 
a new one. The image below of the AD putter next to a circa 
1850s James Wilson putter with a typical 1⅞" head width shows 
how the AD putter is from another world when compared to a 
nineteenth century club.

Third, at the turn of the twentieth century older clubs were 

of little monetary value and collectors, who were almost non-
existent, were nowhere near as sophisticated as collectors today, 
as witnessed by the labels glued to the clubs displayed at the GIE 
exhibitions and the labels glued to the balls of the Harry Wood 
collection documented in his 1910 book Golfing Curios and the 
Like. Furthermore, stamping a clubhead with the owner’s name 
or initials was traditional, done by an owner either out of pride 
in ownership or to protect his or her clubs from falling in with 
the wrong crowd. So not only is it conceivable for McCaul to 
knowingly stamp the head of a great old antique golf club—he 
did it. His stamp is still there for the world to see.

So, why do the two AD-stamped clubs referenced in The 
Oldest Clubs have two slightly different AD stamps? Little is 
known about Andrew Dickson who is credited as living from 
1665 to 1753, although his death date is also given as 1729. Is it 
possible that he had a son who also made clubs? I believe that is 
not only possible but a fact. 

 In The Chronicles of Golf Alastair Johnston states, ‘There 
is a record of Andrew Dickson, ballmaker (1665-1729)’. This 
death date does not agree with the 1753 death date given in Golf 
in the Making and The Oldest Clubs. However, I now believe 
the 1729 death date is correct and the 1753 death date is also 
correct, belonging to another Andrew Dickson (most likely the 
son of Andrew Dickson) who was listed as a ‘golf-ball maker in 
Leith’ when he was married on 19 October 1747.14 If our original 
Andrew Dickson was still alive, he would have been around 82 
years old on that particular wedding day and not the most likely 
candidate. Clearly, there was not one but two Andrew Dicksons 
in Leith who worked in the eighteenth century as ballmakers 
who also made clubs, just like their family member John who 
made both. This explains the two slightly different AD stamps, 
the difference in the clubs (although both clubs are clearly 
eighteenth century), and the different death dates. 

Conclusion
When writing a book on history, every author is responsible for 
providing the public with factual and accurate information. To 
this end, their writing is open to scrutiny, not to be critical of 
the author but to help bring the actual facts, the preponderance 
of evidence, and a more clear understanding of the topic to 
light. That is the purpose of this article. While I have limited 
my examination to the 1682 clubhead drawn in Golf, two silver 
clubs, two clubs in the Royal Blackheath collection, track irons, 
the Troon clubs, a blond McEwan spoon, and the AD-stamped 
putter, there is much more that this article could have dealt with. 

Bob Gowland has clearly spent much time in documenting, 
handling, and measuring rare clubs from the feather ball period. 
His collection of early club images is second to none, and his 
practical knowledge of materials and club-making techniques 
advance our understanding of these most elegant collectibles. It 
is a shame that the results of his findings have been undermined 
by the weaknesses in some of his fundamental assumptions, 
particularly concerning reference dates and historical 
background, as described above. 
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Notes
1. The club and coin were not reported as found together in the wall.  
The Golf article simply notes that ‘in the course of demolishing what 
must have been the oldest part of the Vaults property, bearing date on 
the cornerstone, 1682, there was found a coin bearing that date and a 
curious old Golf Iron head’

2. See http://www.theroyalandancientgolfclub.org/index.
cfm?action=club.home

3. See also http://www.oldestgolfclubs.com/page2.htm. This also 
squares with the first printed opinion regarding the date of these clubs. 
Shortly after they were discovered, Arthur Balfour, the Captain of the 
R&A in 1894-1895 and Prime Minister of the united Kingdom from 
1902-1905, stated that the clubs might be from the period of the Stuart 
Kings (The Times [of London], Aug 15, 1898)

4. http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/68385/black-varnish

5. See Chambers Information For the People 1857 p694; Robert 
Chambers A Few Rambling Remarks On Golf 1862 pp18-19; Forgan 
Golfers Handbook 1881 p14; Balfour Reminiscences of Golf on St 
Andrew Links 1887 p23; Linskill Golf 1889 pp18, 23; Hutchinson 
Golf: The Badminton Library 1890 p8, p60; Lee Golf In America, 1896 
pp173–184; Baxter Golf in Perth and Perthshire [uses ‘track cleque’] 
1899 p31 among others.

6. This club is a middle spoon as the loft on its face and its 41½” shaft 
testify

7. Chronicles of Golf, Alastair Johnston and James Johnston, 1993 
pp290, 319

8. Golf In The Making, Ian Henderson and David Stirk, 1979 p120, 
which also reads ‘It is clear that the Dickson family were makers of golf 
clubs and golf balls from at least the 1620s to 1787’

9. Chronicles of Golf, Alastair Johnston and James Johnston, 1993 
pp290, 319

10. Golf Illustrated, Feb 15, 1901, p140. The 1911 GIE catalogue notes 
that the AD club is in an unattributed display case which contains some 
items that are identifiable as belonging to Royal Musselburgh

11. Great Golfers in the Making, Henry Leach, 1907 p33. Contains 
35 different autobiographical articles originally published in Golf 
Illustrated

12. Early Golf At Edinburgh and Leith, David Hamilton, 1988, p26. 
Hamilton references this May 6, 1722 letter and was the first to identify 
John Dickson as a ‘club and ballmaker in Leith’. Working through the 
National Register of Archives in Scotland, I obtained copies—directly 
from the current Earl of Annandale and Hartfell—of the 6 May 1722 
letter, an 11 October 1722 letter from John Dickson to the Marquis, 
and the account receipt from Dickson for both clubs and balls made 
by Dickson for the Marquis. I am grateful to the current Earl for 
permission to reproduce Dickson’s letter.

13. Bob also does not compare any of the unmarked putters to the AD 
putter, including Fig R:12 on p61 for which he claims: ‘This is thought 
to be the oldest putter extant’. I know this club well, handling it many 
times prior to the owner consigning it to a 1993 Phillips auction. Bob 
Gowland states that this club has a 1½” deep face, which is incorrect. 
To prove this point one need only measure the face shown as R:13 at 
the bottom of p 61. As pictured, the face depth measures 1/2” and the 
head length, which is measured from the tip of the toe on a straight 
line, parallel to the sole, to the back of the neck, measures 2 5/8”.  If this 

face is three times deeper than shown, as he reports it is, so is the head 
length—which would put it somewhere around 7 7/8”, which is clearly 
incorrect. The longest Troon clubheads, which were made in the early 
1600s, only measure 6½” which is at the extreme limit of long nose 
clubhead lengths

14. Midlothian, (Edinburgh) Scotland, Extracted Parish Records; 
Book: Volume 5. The Registry of Marriages; Collection: Midlothian: 
South Leith – Calendar of Irregular Marriages, Kirk Sessions, 
1697-1818

For Sale
Large collection 

Over 250 logo balls
Various conditions

Ring Ian Douglas on

01377 253489
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Cumbria Union
One Hundred Years of Golf in the Twin Counties 1910 – 2010
by
John Pearson

With English County Golf unions facing major decisions this year – 
amalgamation with EWGA, encouraging new players through various 
recruitment schemes and ever increasing tournament schedules, all 
hampered by the recession and cuts, it is good to have another county history 
with positive hope for the future. The Cumberland and Westmorland union 
of Golf Clubs was formed in 1910 as a result of the work of James McKay, a 
Scot who had moved to Maryport. He became the first secretary, a role he 
filled in exemplary fashion for 32 years. The spread of golf necessitated more 
stringent rules for handicapping and assessment of standard scratch scores, 
something the R&A were rather slow to promulgate. The first unions were set 
up in the 1890s by Hampshire and Yorkshire; other Northern and Midland 
counties soon formed their unions. Strangely, Southern counties were slow to 
follow suit, perhaps a reflection on the type of golf played by doughty Scots in 
the north and the more social golf southern businessman preferred.

The first matches undertaken by C&WuGC were against Lancashire, 
both were lost by narrow margins and later temporarily abandoned due to 
difficulties in raising teams of sufficient strength. Nevertheless, good players 
were emerging, only for war to intervene. After the Great War the question 
of scratch handicaps became a serious matter of concern and stricter rules 
were introduced by the R&A. Another step forward was the formation of the 
English Golf union in 1924, James McKay representing the twin counties. 
By 1933 the eighteen clubs in the union had new SSSs. John Pearson brings 
the story up to date with the short-lived participation of Gary Wolstenholme 
in the union – now Cumbria uGC to reflect administrative changes – less 
cumbersome and less romantic! 

Prominent players are each given a full page potted biography and the 
final section features each of the present 33 clubs with a brief history and 
colour photograph. The usual rolls of champions and administrators are 
confined to seven pages out of 100.

Our esteemed Editor has produced an excellent, concise history that will 
please everyone concerned that county golf will continue in the future despite 
all the modern complications now infiltrating our game. An order form was 
issued with the June TTG for the card-covered, well-illustrated book that is 
printed on high quality paper and is available for a modest £10 inc p&p. If you 
have not yet sent your order, now is your chance! For those who have mislaid 
the original form, ring the Hon Sec of the Cumbria union, Mr Tom Stout, on 
01946 693036, or order direct via www.cumbria-golf-union.org.uk

John Moreton

The Moles 1911 - 2011 
A Byroad in Golfing History
by 
FR Furber

In being asked to write this review, it does occur to me that if you’ve never 
heard of The Moles, you might not be terribly interested in their history, but, 
likewise, if you know about them, this is a centenary history you must try 
and acquire and don’t hang about! I believe they have only published 200 
copies. Not only is it a quite beautifully-produced 211 pages, full colour, 
highly illustrated, pictorial dust-jacketed book, it is very well written by senior 
BGCS member and Field Marshal of Royal Blackheath, FR (Bobby) Furber 
and beautifully designed by Geoffrey Wadsley, The Moles – all 69 of ‘those 
gentlemen in black velvet’ – can be immensely proud of producing a history 
that compares with the best of them. 

If, like me, you do know about The Moles, who dine together, make 
foursomes matches over 36 holes and have fun (as it’s put in the Foreword) you 
will almost certainly know quite a number of the participants. Likewise, if you 
have taken an interest in the amateur game over the years, you will read about 
your heroes of the past. Two such, as far as I’m concerned, are founding Moles: 
Guy Howard and Vic Longstaffe, who were both early members of Lloyd’s Golf 
Club. That must have meant they were good chaps. It’s a book about people. 

When I first made contact with Bobby Furber around 30 years ago, I 
was terribly interested with his headed notepaper which proudly announced 
The History of the Moles Golf Society, so he’s certainly been working at it long 
enough, although I’m reliably informed that this original research was all to 
do with publishing a 75th anniversary history. This was never done and, like 
the good port consumed by the  Moles at their dinners, the story has matured 
well over the years and the text was finally fine-tuned/edited for this centenary 
history by Noel Stephens, Michael Attenborough, Donald Steel and Robert 
Beeson.

Perhaps collectively, The Moles’s greatest moment came on the 19th of 
May, 1926, at Woking, when the Moles, played the American Walker Cup team, 
including RT Jones, F Ouimet and J Sweetser, and beat them 61/2 to 31/2, 
having won the foursomes 5 – 0! The night before The Moles had entertained 
the Americans for dinner at The Savoy. Perhaps the effects of the genuine 
article after years of prohibition and bootleg spirits would seem to have been 
too much for them the next morning.

Copies are available for £25 plus £6 p&p through your Editor, John 
Pearson, at editor@golfcollectors.co.uk or hard-copy mail to 8 Newton Terrace, 
York YO1 6HE. 

Philip Truett


