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Captain’s Letter

An Annual General Meeting could take place in no 
finer setting than Royal Liverpool Golf Club in 
the year the open Championship is being hosted 
there; a significant compliment to the standing 

of the British Golf Collectors’ Society, through the auspices 
of Peter Heath. Add to that a round over the championship 
course, with an appetiser the day before at Wallasey Golf Club 
and you have a veritable golf-feast. It was in this setting that I 
began my tenure as Captain of the Society.

I would like to thank David Kirkwood, whose leadership 
has guided the Society for the last two years. Ever-present at 
meetings both on and off the course, David has overseen the 
further development of the Society.

The transition from Vice-captain to Captain has been instan-
taneous, with visits to Inverallochy, Duff House Royal, The 
Buckingham and Aspley Guise within the first two weeks. 
Worksop was unfortunately not logistically possible!
Inverallochy achieved fame in 1905, when the members 
accepted a challenge from the then Prime-Minister, Arthur 
Balfour, to play a match with the Parliamentarians’ Golf 
Society at Royal St George’s in Kent. The return fixture 
was obviously difficult to arrange for some reason, as it 
did not occur till 2007! A photograph in the clubhouse of 

the Parliamentarians (2007) team includes a golfing Alex 
Salmond!   The Inverallochy course is a typical links, exposed 
to the Moray Firth, with some excellent holes.
Duff House Royal was a picture; on one bank of the River 
Deveron  with a distillery (unfortunately on the other bank) 
and a majestic property (Duff House) hosting a wedding. The 
sound of the pipes completed the Scottish scene! The course 
was originally laid out by James Braid and re-designed in 1923 
by Dr Alistair MacKenzie, including several typical severe 
two-tier greens. Duff House was designed by William Adam 
for William Duff (1st Earl of Fife) in the early 18th century, 
and Alexander Duff (6th Earl of Fife) married Louise, eldest 
daughter of Edward VII. So for golf, whisky and a bit of history 
head north! Thanks are due to Hamish Ewan who managed 
these North of Scotland events.

The Buckingham Golf Club and Apsley Guise Golf Club, 
both celebrating centenaries, initially were 9 hole courses 
which were later extended to 18 holes. Both clubs entertained 
the Society to a hickory match, with many club-members 
playing hickories for the first time, and two close results were 
the outcome - one win, one loss. Again thanks are due to Chris 
Walker for managing both matches.  

With the beginning of hostilities in 1914 fewer centenary 
celebrations of golf clubs will take place, so this year I will 
attend as many centenary events as possible.

During the last week of May the Society will visit Norfolk 
for matches with Royal West Norfolk and Hunstanton Golf 
Clubs, followed by the Scottish Hickory Championship at 
Dunbar Golf Club and the Scottish Strokeplay Competition 
at Whitekirk Golf Club. Between these hickory events, there 
is a meeting of the Literati group in the National Library of 
Scotland in Edinburgh. 

What a life!
alan henderson
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____________________

Burnham and Berrow 
and Royal North Devon

Robin Griffiths re-introduced 
the Society to the South West 
in early April  where they had 
the opportunity to play some 

true links. Indeed some added Weston 
Super Mare or Minehead and West 
Somerset beforehand and the Welsh 
weekend afterwards! Hardy souls these 
links aficionados! Yes, 33 members and 
guests arrived to play Burnham and 
Berrow Golf Club on the 1st of April. 
over a dozen took the opportunity 
during the morning to play the Channel 
Course, ‘the second best course in 
Somerset’,  said so by many, and its 9 
holes and 18 tees found a lot of admirers.
 

The main event was the afternoon 
round on Burnham’s Championship 
Course. The sea mist had evaporated, 
the wind was a mere zephyr and the 
rough fairly benign. The groups were 
randomly drawn and an Individual 
Stableford format was played. There 
was a fine array of prizes generously 
donated by the Captain and others 
present including one by Alan Jackson 
who recalled his legendary round of 
some 48 points over 30 years ago when 
the BGCS were last in the South West.
 

After an excellent meal a number of 
members produced artefacts and items 
of memorabilia which were explained, 
auctioned, sold, swapped or generally 
fondled and admired. It is hoped that 
this will become the norm at all BGCS 
events for as some present were heard 
to remark it is what collectors do! It 
was generally agreed that the course 
and the occasion were the winners but 
top prizes were awarded to:

Robin Griffiths     35 points
Glenys Fletcher   28 points
Bob Fletcher                     28 points
David Kirkwood   27 points 

The following day saw a twenty- strong 
BGCS team travel to Royal North 
Devon Golf Club to play the Club. 
RND, as it is affectionately known, is 
the oldest English Club still playing 
at its original course and we were 
privileged to have the opportunity 
to be part of their programme in 
celebrating their 150th anniversary. 
The mixture was as at Burnham, old 
clubs, new clubs, a draw for partners 
and a wonderful occasion. Also, as 
at Burnham, local knowledge proved 
decisive and the hosts ran out clear 
winners although it must be said that 
a number of matches went to the final 
hole.

A more fitting venue for golf collec-
tors is difficult to imagine and following 
entertaining words from the Captains 
(incidentally the sartorial Presidential 
suit competition was also edged by 
the President of RND) those present 
contemplated various long drives North 
after another glance at the treasures 
contained within this famous clubhouse.

Robin Griffiths

Welsh Hickory Weekend
We had no snow. Friday afternoon 

at Borth was fine and 39 players went 
out in teams of three in a gentle breeze 
and bright sunshine. The course had 
been seriously affected twice by win-
ter storms during which the sea had 

Society News deposited tons of pebbles and debris 
on their fairways. The members did a 
wonderful job clearing it all in January, 
only to have to repeat the process in 
February. Some of the greens had been 
affected by seawater, but the subse-
quent rain had washed that away and 
the course was in remarkably good nick 
for us, with lovely views over Cardigan 
Bay up to Snowdonia and down to 
Pembrokeshire. 
We were warmly welcomed by Philip 
Morgan, the Vice-Captain who, 
together with Lynda Evans (Lady 
Captain) and Aeron Davies, joined us 
for golf and supper afterwards. 
 Jonas Fack and Erik Brandstrom 
managed 74 gross with hickories, an 
amazing score in those conditions, to 
win the individual prizes. Winners 
of the Team Stableford event were 
Ian Hislop, Bengt Ivstedt and Jussi 
Kartunnen with 81 points on a count 
back from Keith Price, Nigel Notley 
and Erik Brandstrom, also with 81 
points, and Jonas Fack, Robin Shuker 
and Carolyn Kirk third with 80 points. 

There was a record 15 pairs each 
side for the match v Aberdovey on 
Saturday the 5th of April. We are grate-
ful that so many Aberdovey members 
turned out and after a  foursomes 
match we had 81 for dinner in the club-
house. The day was showery but not 
too unpleasant, and the Sunningdale 
system produced a close result, with 
Aberdovey winning by 11 holes up to 7. 
The Society was warmly welcomed by 
the Aberdovey Captain, Roger Allen, 
the result was announced in inimita-
ble style by our President, and David 
Kirkwood, BGCS Captain, expressed 
his gratitude for the hospitality and 
duly presented the Darwin Trophy to 
the Aberdovey Captain. Gwyn James, 
President of Aberdovey, sang a couple 
of Welsh songs to great applause. A 
cheerful evening was had by all..
Sunday morning dawned grey and 
drizzly, with a fairly stiff breeze, which 
continued for most of the day, so the 
Welsh Hickory Championship was 
played in quite challenging conditions, 
with the late starters getting soaked. 

Robin Griffiths, the winner, with a 
trophy!. Clearly the PGA had heard 

there was something special going on at 
Burnham and thought they would add 
to the occasion. I’m sure it will be back 
where it belongs before that other event 

in the autumn.

society news
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The iconic 12th green, which had been 
partially washed away in the January 
storm, was in play again for the first 
time and, being much narrower, was 
particularly difficult and took its 
toll. Nonetheless, there were some 
very good scores with the Swedish 
contingent dominating the leader 
board again. It was not easy, so the 
winners are to be congratulated very 
much on their performance. 

Results:
Welsh Hickory Championship  
1st    Jonas Fack            37 pts  
2nd Henrik Peyron     35 pts  
3rd  Robin Shuker       35 pts  
4th Czeslaw Kruk       34 pts  
5th Ian Lawlor             34 pts

Ladies’ Prize: 
 Carolyn Kirk  27 pts

Scratch Medal
1st    Jonas Fack     78 gross
2nd  Henrik Peyron 81 gross                                       
3rd  Jorgen Isberg 82 gross

Next year’s Welsh Weekend will be 
held on the 27th- 29th March 2015. 

Liz MacDonald

President’s Meeting  
24th -26th April RLGC

The numbers attending this popular 
visit to The Wirral were the best for 
several years, partly due to a return to 
Wallasey on the Thursday but mainly 
attributable to The open being played 
at Royal Liverpool in July where, of 
course, President’s Day has been held 
since 1997.

Some 35 members supported the 
visit to Wallasey where the weather was 
much kinder on this occasion after the 
drenching received in 2012. A match 
against the Stableford Society could not 
be managed this time but an enjoyable 
singles stableford (well, how else to 
score?) and a team event saw the fol-
lowing winners
Steels:     1st John Holt 34 pts
                 2nd Bill Anderson 32 pts
Hickories.  1st Czeslaw Kruk 34 pts
      2nd Chris Walker 33 pts
Team Prize.      Czeslaw Kruk, Robert 
Macleod-Smith, David Norman 79 pts

The traditional foursome for the 
John Behrend Shields took place over 
the testing links of Royal Liverpool on 
the Friday when, regrettably, most of 
the 60 strong field were contending 
with not only their own game but a 
steady downpour which for the later 
starters lasted throughout their round. 
Nevertheless, the scores were creditable 
with an average of 26 pts compared 
with 27 pts the previous day in easier 
conditions. 

Results:
1st Don Wilson III & Sue Timberlake.   
32pts
2nd John Weston & Joe Pinnington. 31 pts 
3rd Alistair Smith & Ros Weston.       31 pts
The Heath/Mitchell Salver for the best 
‘hickory’ score -John Pearson and Bob 
Chadwick. 29 pts
A special prize, generously donated by 
Czeslaw Kruk, was awarded to
John Holt for the best aggregate score 
over the two days - 64 pts.
Eight-six sat down to dinner at which 
the Society’s guests were Alastair 
Beggs, the newly installed Captain of 
Royal Liverpool and his wife, Emma, 
and Mark Gorton, the compiler of the 
always keenly awaited annual magazine 
produced for the Club. The 2014 edition 
was especially notable for the inclusion 
of an article about collecting written by 
our President.

To conclude the evening the usual 
auction took place, once again con-
ducted with great aplomb by David 
Kirkwood. This raised over £300 for 
the President’s charity Camp and Trek,  
Saturday morning saw a Collectors’ 
Fair take place in the Club Room at 
which there were eleven 11 tables. 
Attendance was disappointing and 
business hard to come by despite the 
wide ranging memorabilia on dis-
play, but those present enjoyed some 
reminiscing.

 This report is the 15th I have written 
since taking over the organisation of 
President’s Day and I make no apology 
for mentioning, once again, what good 

A clean sweep by Jonas Fack from 
Sweden

Winners of the John Behrend Shields  
Sue Timberlake and Don Wilson III 

with the President,

In third place were Alistair Smyth, 
Ros Weston seen with the President, 

Philip Truett
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term of office.
Election of Captain: Alan Henderson 
was elected Captain of the Society and 
he took the opportunity to congratulate 
David Kirkwood on a most successful 
two years of Captaincy.
Committee Members: The Captain 
advised the meeting of those members 
prepared to serve for the next year and 
the meeting agreed unanimously.
Re-appointment of Honorary Auditor: 
John Still proposed a vote of thanks to 
Peter Heath, as HonoraryAuditor, and 
the meeting gratefully agreed that he 
should continue in the role.
Any other Business: The President 
thanked Peter Heath for organising the 
day at Royal Liverpool with his usual 
efficiency. 

The President’s Medal

The President thanked all the contribu-
tors of articles to Through the Green. 
He was pleased there were many 
excellent candidates for the award of 
the President’s Medal, which has been 
presented each year since 1997.  This 
made it difficult for the him to arrive at 
a decision but in the end his choice was 
Jean-Bernard Kazmierczak for the four 
articles on his memorabilia relating to 
Arnaud Massy.  on receiving his medal 
JBK mentioned how fitting that he 
should receive it at Royal Liverpool, the 
scene for Arnaud Massy’s win in the 
1907 open Championship

service the Society receives from all the 
staff at Royal Liverpool Golf Club. They 
are a first class team, without exception, 
and on behalf of all those present I have 
conveyed our thanks and appreciation.

Report on the AGM held 
at Royal Liverpool Golf 
Club

The Captain, David Kirkwood, 
welcomed members to the meeting, 
especially those from overseas, and 
reported the deaths of six members 
during the previous year. There were 
63 members in attendance and eleven 
apologies for absence. The minutes of 
the 25th AGM were approved unani-
mously and there were no matters 
arising.

The Treasurer reported that signifi-
cant progress had been made during 
the year to control costs while the high 
standard of ‘Through the Green’ had 
been maintained. Subscription income 
saw a significant increase due, largely, 
to the efforts of the committee in recov-
ering late payments from members. 
.Captain’s Report: The Captain began 
his report by thanking the Treasurer 
for his four years of service. John Still 
retired at the meeting and the Captain 
paid tribute to the efforts made by him 
and his wife, Ida. Tim Smartt, one of 
the founding members of the Society, 
had organised the English Hickory 
Championship at Rye for the last six-
teen years and will step down for this 
year’s event. The Captain thanked him 
warmly for all his efforts. Suitable pres-
entations were made to John and Tim

The ‘Grail’ was held at Walton 
Heath in october and the result was 
a half at 12 - 12. The Captain thanked 
Nigel Notley and the President for 
their efforts. The year saw a full fixture 
list and all organisers along with the 
Fixture Secretary, Chris Walker, were 
thanked. The Captain also thanked 
Robin Griffiths for organising a very 
successful two-day event in Somerset 
and Devon, and to Liz Macdonald for 
the annual Welsh Hickory Weekend. 
The Society is very fortunate in hav-
ing members who are prepared to 
give up so much of their time for the 
enjoyment of others. The Captain 
concluded by thanking all members of 
his Committee and the officers of the 
Society for all their efforts during his 

Jean-Bernard Kazmierczak receives the 
President’s Medal from Philip Truett

society news

Report on the North 
Scottish Region Meetings 
at Inverallochv and Duff 
House Roval 

on Friday the 2nd of May twelve 
members, including our new Captain 
and his wife, met at Inverallochy for our 
bi-annual match. For a North Scottish 
meeting the weather was exceptional 
with blue skies and puffy white 
clouds and a gentle breeze out of the 
North which still had a cold bite to it. 
unfortunately the play from our mem-
bers did not quite match the sparkling 
white horses which were hitting the sea 
shore and we lost by four matches to two. 
The course was in excellent condition 
and the hospitality first class as always. 

Next day seventeen of us teed off at 
Duff House Royal, a MacKenzie design, 
which is famous for its two tier greens, 
Again the weather could not have been 
better with some good scores being 
achieved, obviously practice the day 
before helped. Nearest the pin prizes 
were won by Jim Forson and Scott 
Patrick. The ladies prize was won by 
Liz Taylor with 27 points and the ladies 
hickory prize by Janet Homer with 25 
points. In third place was Bill Mitchell 
with 33 points, runner-up was Ian 
Hislop, our newest Committee member, 
with 35 points and winner of the Harry 
Bowden Quaich was Robin Morris with 
an excellent score of 36 points. Again 
the course was in excellent condition 
and the catering first class. Thanks once 
again to all who turned out and also 
to those who donated prizes which is 
always greatly appreciated. 

We look forward to seeing you all again 
at Scotscraig in September. 

hamish ewan.
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Forthcoming Events
All Forthcoming Events

IMPoRTANT CHANGES
Would all members please note that 
the committee has noticed, particularly 
in light of the recent increases in 
postal charges, that the cost of printing 
and posting of ‘flyers’ announcing 
forthcoming events has become very 
expensive. As an example the cost of 
posting TTG with four ‘flyers’ included  
to overseas members raises the postage 
cost per magazine by £2.70! In future 
all meetings etc will be listed as usual 
in TTG and also on the BGCS website. 
It will be possible to download entry 
forms from the website. Members 
who have no access to the web should 
inform the Membership Secretary.

The annual match against the 
MacKenzie Society will take place at 
Cavendish Golf Club in Derbyshire 
on Friday the 11th of June.  This has 
become a very popular informal fixture 
played in great spirit and while,  mostly 
hickory clubs are used there are some 
games for those with modern clubs. 
Please contact Richard Atherton as 
there may still be a few places left. 
Phone 0129825937 
 e-mail ratherton4@aol.com

The Society’s Open Championship 
Meeting will be held at Caldy Golf 
Club  on the Wirral on Wednesday 
the 16th of July. As the open returns 
to Hoylake, we have the opportunity 
of playing our traditional eve of 
championship fixture at nearby Caldy. 
The original nine-hole course by 
Hoylake professional Jack Morris was 
opened in 1907 and superseded by 
a full eighteen-hole layout by James 
Braid in 1931. The course is of cliff-top/
heathland character with fine views of 
the Dee estuary and North Wales.
Golf in the afternoon will be by indi-
vidual stableford for the Ray Gossage 
Trophy, followed by an evening meal in 
the clubhouse. Guests and non-playing 

diners will be welcome. Perhaps as a 
result that no flyer was sent out for this 
event  numbers are still low. So please 
note all information and the entry 
form may be downloaded from the 
BGCS website. The organiser is John 
Pearson Phone  01904 628711 e-mail 
pearsonjohn217@gmail.com 

on Friday the 1st of August there is 
a Centenary Match against Oakdale 
Golf Club in West Yorkshire. The 
Eaglescliffe course was laid out by 
James Braid in the 1920s over hilly 
parkland beside the River Tees. We 
have played hickory matches against 
the club on two occasions in the 1990s 
and they have asked us to us to return 
to celebrate their centenary. Meal and 
entertainment to follow. Ring John 
Pearson on 01904 628711 if you would 
like to play.

Later in the month on Friday the 22nd 

there is another Centenary Match this 
time against Eaglescliffe Golf Club 
in County Durham when the Match 
Manager is again John Pearson.

on Thursday the 29th of August there 
will be a repeat of the match against 
Trentham Golf Club in Staffordshire. 
This proved to be such a successful 
event last year Bill Druce has been 
asked to repeat it all again this year. All 
interested in playing please contact Bill 
phone  01283732731 

Moving into September on Friday 5th 

the annual match between England and 
Scotland will take place at Newbiggin 
Golf Club in Northumberland. This 
year’s match represents the 20th contest 
for the Archie Baird Trophy, with 
England making their attempt at a 
unique hat-trick. We are assured of a 
warm welcome at Newbiggin, which 
was one of the first design commissions 
for Young Willie Park, while he was 
professional at the Tyneside club. He 
was only twenty years old when he laid 

out the course at Newbiggin Common 
in 1884, over land that has a linksland/
heathland character.
John Pearson (01904 628711) and 
Ian Hislop (0131 441 1604) are the 
organisers for the respective England 
and Scotland teams, to whom BGCS 
members are invited to declare their 
availability. Depending upon the 
result of the Scottish referendum 
later in September this may be a true 
International Match next year! 

on Tuesday the 9th of September the 
North of Scotland Autumn Meeting 
will take place at Scotscraig Golf 
Club in Fife with the first tee-off at 
12.16. Thanks to Ron Beatt a generous 
green fee  has been agreed. The total 
cost for the day is £45 including  coffee 
and bacon rolls, high tea, gratuity and 
prizes. Coffee available from 11.15. Play 
can be either hickory or steel with 
prizes for both. Guests are very wel-
come.The organiser is Hamish Ewan 
who can be contacted on phone  01463 
231145 e-mail taormina@btinternet.
com
Entry forms should be downloaded 
from the BGCS website and sent to 
Hamish before Tuesday the 2nd of 
September.

The Midlands Region Summer 
Meeting will be played at Willesley 
Golf Club on  the 17th of September 
This rolling parkland course by Alister 
MacKenzie is based in the northern 
suburbs of Harrogate, and this event 
celebrates the centenary of its opening 
on the 1st of August 1914. Format is a 
hickory am-am with teams of three to 
include one BGCS member. Tee-off 
is 10.30 am. Telephone the organiser, 
John Pearson, on 01904 628711 if you 
would like to play.

The Annual Hickory Match against 
Clapham Common Golf Club will 
take place on Wednesday 24th of 
September at Mitcham Golf Club in 
Surrey. 
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obituary
John  Sherwood

Brendan Casey shares with us his fond memories of his great 
friend John Sherwood.

John was born in South London in 1959 and spent his 
formative years there. He first got the taste for golf when 
introduced to it at school. He was a complete natural at the 

game. He went on to join Honor oak Golf Club as a Junior and 
won numerous trophies there without ever having a golfing 
lesson.  After two years in the Civil Service where he found 
life was not exciting enough for him he applied to the Fire 
Brigade and was accepted and spent eleven happy years there 
before being attracted by the lure of golf collecting. John met 
Diane in the late 1970s and they were married in 1981. It was 
actually during their honeymoon that he found a book on golf 
collecting and as they say the rest is history. When John and 
Diane moved to Canterbury  John moved to the Kent Fire 
Brigade. Significantly he joined Canterbury Golf Club and 
became involved in the affairs of the club straight away. He 
won nearly every trophy at Canterbury off a low handicap of 
5 and less. He ran the Junior Section for numerous years and 
became Captain in 1987.

me around quite a bit as well. We went every month to the 
Birmingham Antiques Market, driving up on a Tuesday, 
probably after being at Kempton Antiques fair that morning. 
We would get up at 3 am and John would do the driving. 
We would do the Rag Market and then set off home. John 
started travelling to fairs in the uSA and I was intrigued when 
he would tell me about the Golf Fair held in Dayton ohio 
where, in January, the temperature could drop to minus 20. 
He encouraged me to go and sure enough I followed him to 
the States in 1995.  We had great fun.  When I think about it 
he should have been awarded the Queen’s Award for Industry, 
for exports. He sent thousands of wooden shafted clubs over 
to the States in fact possibly tens of thousands. He made many 
friends with both the dealers and collectors he met out there. 
This has been proved by the number of calls and e-mails the 
family have received. John & Diane bought a condo in Palm 
Springs and John used to joke he had as many clubs in store 
there as he had in Canterbury. When he arrived in the uSA for 
a show the Americans dealers would all want to be there when 
he opened up his boxes, everyone wanted a piece of John. 
Regularly I have seen him in his hotel room the night before a 

I first met John and Diane while skulking around 
Bermondsey Antiques Market around 1980. I thought 
I was the only person in the world buying wooden 
golf clubs but nearly every time I saw a bag of clubs 
under a table ‘Sorry mate, they’re sold’ I was told. 
‘Who is buying them I asked?’ ‘See the young guy 
with the curly hair.’ So I introduced myself and found 
John knew all about wooden golf clubs, he knew all the people 
involved and he knew about the auctions and when and where 
they were having specialist sales. We became firm friends and 
stayed friends for over 30 years. John shared all his informa-
tion with me. He told me about the Golf Collectors Society 
in America and I joined. When the British Golf Collectors’ 
Society was formed we joined as founder members.  John’s 
knowledge grew at a tremendous rate and he travelled all over 
the country buying. When the BGCS had their meetings in 
Chester in January John introduced me to Manfred Schotten, 
Brian Smith, David White, and all the guys. John was one of 
those people who laughed easily and fitted in whatever the 
company. Phillips (aka Bob Gowland) started golf sales to 
coincide with this meeting sometimes with as many as 2,000 
golf clubs piled up on tables. John could go in the room and 
he seemed to be able to sort them out, easily recognizing the 
rare or patent clubs. Finding the ‘sleepers’, we used to say. once 
he bought so many clubs at one of the auctions he filled up his 
car so much I did not think he would ever make it home. As 
the American dealers started coming over they all gathered 
around John, he was the man they all wanted to be seen with. 
As I said he travelled the country  quite a bit and he dragged

big golf sale trying to put together next day’s agenda 
as he would be buying not just for himself but for 
various customers from all over the world. When 
the Internet arrived John was able to use it to his 
advantage. 
With the advent of playing hickory golf John was 
able to steer away from pure collecting to this new 

avenue of business. He became an expert in clubs fit for play. 
He matched up sets for players and this became quite a big 
part of his business. He became a very good hickory player 
himself and won the World Championship a few times. on 
the first BGCS trip to Ireland in 2001 I introduced him on the 
tee at Portmarnock as ‘The World Hickory Champion’ and he 
topped his tee shot fifty yards down the fairway. This was the 
first time I ever saw him embarrassed.  John could sell clubs for 
a tenner or for a thousand. People have written books about 
clubs and most of the clubs shown in them were once owned 
by John. He was brilliant at his job he could look at a club and 
be able to date it correctly. He could also see the subtle differ-
ence in say a £1,000.00 club and a £5,000.00 club, a rare skill.

I had a good job when I met John but he encouraged me to 
leave it and have a go at this antique dealing. Since then I have 
travelled the world and met some great people and most of it 
was down to John. We had a ball together. I think John was a 
bit of a genius and sometimes geniuses are flawed. I shall miss 
John terribly and so will the world of golf collecting.

John is survived by his wife Diane and a son Christopher , 
our thoughts are with them at this sad time.

brendan casey

obituary
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forthcoming events              carried over from page 6

on the following day the 25th of September the bi-annual 
match will take place at Reigate Heath Golf Club The match 
manager for both games is John Hawkins phone    e-mail

Tim Smartt has organised the English Hickory 
Championship since its inception in 1998 also he and his 
wife Ally have hosted a party in their home each year. 
on behalf of all those who have experienced their kind 
hospitality and who have played the very historic links at 
Rye we send them our thanks. At the AGM the Captain 
David Kirkwood presented Tim with a set of cut glass 
tumblers as an appreciation from the Society for the many 
years of work done by him.

The 17th English Hickory Championship Meeting will take 
place at Rye Golf Club on Thursday the 2nd & Friday the 
3rd of October 2014. Entry is open to members of the BGCS 
only, for golf on a first come basis. Non-players and guests 
are most welcome at Dinner. 

on Thursday afternoon there will be a match, Great 
Britain & Ireland v The World, which will take place on the 
Jubilee Course (green fee £10). Followed by informal drinks 
in the George Hotel and optional supper

on Friday the English Hickory Championship will be 
played over the old Course, genuine hickories only, up to 
1935, singles format, one round handicap stableford for the 
Founders’ Salver and concurrently one round scratch medal 
for the Tony Hawkins Scratch Trophy. Tee times 12.30 to 
2.30. Dress - Hickory era attire. Jackets to be worn (if not a 2 
shot penalty) Cost: £80 including full lunch prior to play in 
the Dining Room. Jackets and tie required 
The Championship Dinner will be in Webbe’s Fish Café, 
Cinque Ports Street, Rye. 6.45 for 7.30. The cost is £45 per 
person including wine and is open to all non-players and 
guests. Jacket and tie required. 
Please note that these details and the entry form may be 
downloaded from the BGCS website. Completed entries 
should be sent to Nigel Notley  

Michael Sheret announces that on Friday  the 21st of 
November the Australian Hickory Shaft Championship 
will take place at Carnavon Golf Club in Sydney. An 18 hole 
strokeplay competition with pre-1940 hickory clubs. Details 
soon at www.australiangolfheritage.org.au 
_______________________________________

Available to Good Home
Graham Smith tells me he has 221 golf magazines,104 
Today’s Golfer, 1991-1999, 101 Golf Monthly 1991-1999 and 
16 Golf World. Any reasonable offer considered, could be 
deilivered N. England    contact       gas6@btinternet.com

OBITUARY

Mrs Veronica Beharrell

Veronica, when she was Miss Anstey, had a distinguished golf 
career.  She joined Edgbaston Golf Club aged 17.  From the 
beginning she excelled at the game and soon became a regular 
County player and was Warwickshire Champion eight times.  
During this time her lowest handicap was +2 and she created 
a course record at her home club of 7 under par which remains 
unequalled.

In 1953 she gained International honours when selected to 
play for the England Girls v Scotland at Woodhall Spa win-
ning her match 7 and 6.  She played for England in the Home 
International Matches in 1955, 56 and 57 and was non-playing 
Captain in 1961.  Curtis Cup selection in 1956 followed her 
greatest achievement when she was a member of the British 
Junior Team which travelled to and toured the Antipodes 
(in fact being away from home for seven months – sailing 
out through the Suez Canal and home through the Panama 
Canal). Playing inspired golf Veronica won three major cham-
pionships, the Victorian, the Australian and the New Zealand. 
In September 1960 she married John Beharrell, who had won 
the British Amateur Championship in 1956. They became a 
formidable partnership being runners-up in the Worplesdon 
Mixed Foursomes and twice winning the Central England 
Mixed Foursomes at Woodhall Spa.

A serious car accident in 1956 and later a horse riding 
incident led to a decline in Veronica’s golf activities.  However 
she devoted her time to raising her family of Jo, Tom and 
Pete and creating a wonderful home environment at their 
various homes in Little Aston and Little Hay.’Her husband, her 
children and latterly her eight grandchildren were the main 
interest of her life. Her other interests included gardening, 
upholstery, painting, bridge and walking her dogs. While John 
was Captain of the Royal & Ancient Golf Club and President 
of the British Golf Collectors’ Society Veronica often accom-
panied him and giving him great support. She always greeted 
everyone with a smile and cheery greeting.

To quote from the eulogy given by Ann Booth at her funeral 
‘Veronica was a devoted daughter, a much loved and loving 
wife – sister – mother – grandmother and caring friend.  A 
huge lover of animals – gardener – cook – homemaker and 
sports personality who gained strength from a firm faith 
throughout her life’. Her standard quote was ‘I am so lucky’.  
Her family and many friends were  also so lucky to have 
known such a lovely person as Veronica. Aged 79, she died 
peacefully at home on the 4th of March 2014.

Bridget Jackson
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British Men’s National Handicaps 

David Hamilton and Iain Forrester 
look at their unusual beginning

The British handicap system for men started to 
emerge from 1926 onwards. However, one of us 
(IF) came across a little-known pamphlet printed 
in 1923 listing ‘national handicaps’, issued by the 

Championship Committee of the Royal and Ancient Golf 
Club of St Andrews. It gives details of a complex handicapping 
scheme for no less than 645 British amateur golfers.  

What were these national handicaps? At first sight it might 
suggest that the R&A was trying to catch up with the Ladies’ 
Golf union, who had already put in place a system of national 
handicaps well ahead of the men. Instead, as this article shows, 
the scheme had a limited function, namely to determine eligi-
bility for entering the Amateur Championship.1

Shortly after the end of the First World War in December 
1919 a meeting was held of delegates from the 24 older 
clubs who traditionally jointly administered the Amateur 
Championship.  The event was becoming more popular 
and the administration was an increasing burden on the 
host clubs. The delegates at the meeting decided almost 
unanimously that the Royal and Ancient should now take 
over the running of both the Amateur Championship and 

the open Championship. To deal with this at St Andrews a 
new Championship Committee emerged. It met for the first 
time on the 5th of March 1920 and was chaired successfully 
for many years thereafter by Norman Boase, with Henry 
Gullen the R&A’s own secretary, as secretary also to the new 
Committee.2 This Committee took over administration of the 
Championships from 1921 and an immediate concern was the 
increasing number of entrants, particularly those, as they said, 
who ‘should not be there’.  These increased numbers meant 
extra days’ play at the host clubs during the week of the event 
and, with practice allowed on the course in the previous week 
the feeling was that future host club’s hospitality might be 
strained. But the Championship Committee was still keen to 
have a big field as its main income came from a share of the 
one guinea entry fee. The Committee also received a voluntary 
donation of one guinea from some clubs, but others, notably 
those with artisan membership, felt excluded and did  not care 
to support the Committee’s finances  because the Committee 
picked the Walker Cup team. and also supervised the very 
strict rules on amateur status.

W Norman Boase (1870-1938), Dundee businessman 
and Provost of St Andrews (1927-1936) was the influential 

Chairman of the R&A Championship Committee 1920 to 1938
R &A List of National Handicaps 1923

national handicaps
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Championship entrants
There had been loose criteria up to this point for entry to 

the Amateur Championship. All those judged to be a scratch 
player at their clubs were accepted and they also admitted 
those ‘not needing more than three shots from the club’s 
best player.’ Club handicaps were not closely regulated at the 
time and if calculated, used the best three scores of the year. 
Handicaps might also be awarded on known ‘form’ in local 
matchplay, notably when playing against the best players in the 
club. Handicaps were also frequently agreed among members 
of small informal clubs which lacked the usual club structure 
such as itinerant clubs-without-a-course. Even when judged 
by medal scores club handicaps were still not thought to be a 
reliable way of controlling entry to the Championship, since 
the standard scratch score (SSS) of the nation’s courses were 
not standardized. The Committee also mentioned that ‘sympa-
thetic handicapping’ was also a problem, since low handicaps 
were known to be retained long after skills had declined.

on the 19th of May 1922 the Championship Committee took 
action and announced that a ‘national handicap’ (NH) scheme 
would come into force in the following year and only those 
with a NH, and a low one at that, could enter the Amateur and 
open Championships. The Committee noted that it was ‘not 
desirable that this be made public’, though they did so later. 
The first step was that the Committee urged all golf clubs to 
decide on a realistic SSS (often also called ‘bogey’) for their 
course. No precise formula was offered although repeatedly 
asked for by the clubs. Length alone was not the sole criterion 
since difficulty was to be factored in and the Committee’s 
advice was to make a broad judgement by comparison of their 
course with the old Course at St Andrews, which was given a 
SSS of 79 (later reduced to 77).3 However, the figure of ‘par’ for 
a course could be helpful and was calculated as the score of a 

very good player never making a mistake and taking two putts 
on each green. The SSS should, the Committee recommended, 
be no more than six shots above par. The clubs had to report 
their SSS to the Championship Committee for ratification and 
a national list was put together at St Andrews and circulated 
to the clubs. The Committee had hoped to inspect all the 
courses, and check these self-judged SSSs, but abandoned this 
project as unrealistic. It is clear thereafter that they regarded 
some SSSs as suspect and, hence, that the claimed handicaps 
reported from those clubs were misleading.

Club handicaps
With a realistic SSS agreed it was hoped that handicapping 
would vary less between clubs and be less anarchic. A player 
wishing to have a NH, and, hence, consideration for entry 
to the Amateur Championship had to approach his local 
club secretary, who passed on details to St Andrews of his 
club handicap (CH) and any handicaps at other clubs. The 
16-strong Championship Committee, which was drawn from 
all parts of Britain, looked at the handicaps submitted and 
assessed each player from these figures, but the Committee 
also took into account both their personal knowledge of the 
player and their view of the SSS of that club. 

Calculations
The Committee first decided on an overall CH, as judged 
by the figures submitted. This final figure is not given, but 
seems often, but not always, to be an average of the handi-
caps reported. Why some handicaps were ignored and other 
figures preferred is not clear. There is a hint that when a large 
number of handicaps were sent in, the lowest or highest CH 
was ignored. The handicaps at championship standard courses 

The R and A’s Championship 
Committee in 1923

In deciding a National Handicap each golfer’s club handicap was studied, and 
then a number of strokes added using the Committee’s discretion. This all-round 

increase removed ‘plus’ handicaps.
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seemed to have been given greater weight than a player’s 
handicap at a smaller club. Individualisation is apparent. Few 
of the applicants show a CH exceeding 4 suggesting that above 
this figure applicants were not usually considered for the next 
stage.

Added strokes
Having considered each player and agreed a suitable 

derived CH, the Committee then did a curious thing. It added 
more strokes, usually three or four to this figure to give the 
new NH.  The addition of these shots was for two reasons. 
It gave a NH which was so different from the CH that it pre-
vented confusion between the two, and perhaps for this reason 
the Committee had kept quiet about the scheme. The NH had, 
in any case, no role in local club play, where the lower CHs 
would be still be used. The second reason for adding strokes 
was to get rid of ‘plus’ handicaps. The four players considered 
to be the best in the land, Ernest Holderness, Willie Hunter 
(the Amateur Champion in 1921), Cyril Tolley and Roger 
Wethered, all of whom had club handicaps of plus 3 or 4, 
were awarded scratch, the lowest NH awarded, and this gave 
simplicity to all the figures. The maximum NH awarded was 
7 and the cut-off for entry to the Championship was 5. There 
may also have been good club or county players who had no 
wish to play in the Amateur, and hence are missing from the 
list: they suffered no detriment.

The Committee proceeded with this large project and it 
involved considerable time and paperwork for Gullen’s office 
at St Andrews. It was probably politically important for the 
R&A to take on the task at this time as it assisted in keep-
ing their leadership in Britain, at a time when the rise of the 
national unions, particularly the English Golf union, was a 
new threat. Their work done the list of the submitted CHs 
and the new NH for each player was published in this 1923 
pamphlet and the Committee minutes show that 1,000 copies 
were printed. There were no further printed versions: amend-
ments were thereafter issued in a more economical form. 

It was a major administrative project and the printing and 
distribution of the list, plus the postage, would be costly. The 
645 players listed seem to have accepted their allotted NH 
that year, and only in later years did individuals increasingly 
request adjustments.

The List
The pamphlet is full of interest. The players came from a large 
range of golfing societies and clubs, including all the older 
and many newer clubs. Membership of non-course-owning 
clubs was common and these could be itinerant clubs such 
as Glasgow Police, the Stage Golfing Society and the Baltic 
Exchange. The data suggests that handicaps were regularly 
awarded on the player’s ‘form’ rather than via medal scores. 
Many of the players had multiple handicaps and R H de 
Montmorency and D Stoner Crowther both reported eight 
CHs, but there were also many single handicaps sent in from 

players at little-known clubs. Many players had surprisingly 
similar CHs suggesting informal collusion over the figure. 
Bernard Darwin reported he was plus 1 at four clubs (R & 
A, Mid Surrey, Woking and Aberdovey) but plus 2 at Rye. of 
his five, Hilton was plus 2 at four clubs and plus 3 at Ashford 
Manor. Some CHs showed still closer agreement, with 
Wethered plus 3 at all his clubs – Worplesdon, R & A, West 
Surrey, Royal  Dornoch and Stoke Poges. Israel Sidebottom 
was plus 2 at all his four clubs – Stockport, Manchester, Disley 
and Buxton. C B Macfarlane was scratch at no less than seven 
clubs, as was F Roosevelt Scovel at his five.

Added strokes
In producing a NH of the 645 players listed 551 had 3 or 4 
strokes added to their CH: some had less added and some had 
more. The reason for the variation in added strokes is not obvi-
ous, but clearly reflected the Committee’s view of player and 
his home club.  In the huge collection of figures two major find-
ings stand out. The first is that almost all the 36 members of the 
R&A members involved had three strokes added to their R&A 
CH.  Clearly a message was being sent out that local handicap-
ping, when properly done, was a reliable index of quality of 
play. Hardly less striking is that all the Royal Liverpool players 
had four strokes added – Ball and Hilton included. This must 
mean that the Committee disagreed with Liverpool’s SSS 
and deemed it to be one shot higher. Sunningdale may have 
been treated similarly. Surprisingly Coombe Hill seemed to 
have the most stringent system of club handicapping, since 
many scratch and plus players from other clubs were given 1 
or 2 at Coombe. The Championship Committee didn’t think 
much of their member Robert Maxwell’s handicap of plus 3 at 
Muirfield and gave him a NH handicap of 2, suggesting that 
they preferred his plus 1 at Prestwick.

Large additions were made in some cases. This may have 
been to downgrade the player’s local reputation or that the 
club’s SSS was suspect. F L Snook was scratch at both Notts 
and Seacroft but had five strokes added. Difficulties included 
the case of Charles Gibb with a suspicious plus 4 at Troon 
Merchants but 2 at Kilmarnock (Barassie) and he was given 
a far-from compromise NH figure of 4. Small additions of 
only 2 (added to the highest CH listed) occurred in 36 cases 
and George Bryce (CH 3 at both Barassie and Prestwick St 
Nicholas) was clearly well thought of by the Committee and 
helped to enter the Championship with a NH 5. There was a 
rare addition of only one stroke in nine cases.  

The Cut
The cut-off level for entry to the forthcoming 1923 Amateur 
Championship was fixed at an NH of 5, meaning a club 
handicap of about 2.4 The addition of three or four shots in 
any particular case would be a sensitive matter, if it resulted in 
a NH exceeding 5. There were plenty of such hard cases. Those 
with CH of about 2 but given a fatal addition of four shots, 
barring them from the competition, included B Brooke Alder 

national handicaps
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(Portmarnock),  R W Bladel (Grange Park), J A Collins (North 
Manchester), H A Cooper (Ashford Manor). A sad case was 
that of F G Waterer, scratch at Shanklin and Sandown, but 2 at 
Sunningdale and Camberley Heath, who was granted a fatal 
NH of 6. 

Scottish artisan players no longer entered in numbers for 
the event, but a few artisan players can be found, though they 
often had other memberships. James Bell Jr, a scratch player, 
belonged to the artisan Leven Thistle and the gentlemen’s 
Innerleven Golf Club, which both play over the same links. 
Harry Braid, gaining a NH of 2, was listed as a member at 
Walton Heath and Walton Heath Artisans. However H 
Stevens, the famous railway porter artisan player, was a mem-
ber at only one club – Thames Ditton and Esher, a municipal 
nine-hole 2,590 yard course and he had 5 strokes added to his 
plus 1 CH, still allowing him to enter.5

But the Committee cannot be accused of snobbery. The 
Committee were no respecter of persons and military men in 
particular seem remarkably hard done-by. Sir John H Irvin, 
handicap 1 at Royal Aberdeen and scratch at Cruden Bay, was 
given a mighty, almost insulting, uplift to NH 7 and Lieutenant 
Colonel M W Morris, who must have felt safe to enter the 
Amateur with a CH 1 at Eltham and 2 at Sunningdale was given 
a puzzling fatal NH of 6. Lieutenant C Berkeley ormerod 
would apply with confidence, being scratch at Fermoy and 
CH 2 at the Army Golfing Society, but his handicap of 4 at 
Mid Surrey was not ignored and sank him to a no-hope NH 
of 7. Nor did Lieutenant-Colonel A H Buchanan-Dunlop seem 
welcome at the Championship since in spite of a respectable 
CH 2 at Luffness New and scratch at Liberton, he was mean-
spiritedly given a NH 6. His Royal Musselburgh CH of 3 may 
have counted against him – or a Committee assessment. As 
noted earlier, the R & A handicaps were seldom disturbed: 
the exceptions included another military man Capt W H 
MacAllan who, though off 2 at the Club, clearly had no support 
from the Committee and was given a 6 NH. 

And the clergy got no favours. A massive increase of 7 
occurred in the case of Rev Wm Crawford, doubtless champion 
at Skelmorlie, increasing his CH of +2 to a NH of 5,  letting 
him scrape into the Championship, perhaps with this coded 
warning. other close calls were Jack McIntyre (Cardross) and 
R P McDonald (West Cheshire), both plus 1 but raised to NH 
5, and F D Morton, though scratch at Troon and Littlestone 
this did not prevent him receiving a nerve-racking NH of 5. 
Personal knowledge, very personal knowledge, must have 
influenced the case of F E Davies, plus 1 at no less than five 
clubs (including Hoylake and Portmarnock), but 5 shots were 
mysteriously added.

The committee showed a softer side when allowing 
several local players and other military men to enter the 
Championship, despite not having a NH. The military men 
may have recently returned from foreign duties, and the locals 
may not have realised that the Championship was to be played 
close by. one other unusual case was that of Daniel Sanders 

who had a CH of 3 at Frilford Heath to which he added an 
American handicap listed as ‘uSGA Eligibility List4.’ 6

Outcome
The R&A Championship Committee was pleased with the 
operation of the new system at the 1923 event. The rising 
number of entrants was controlled and the Committee’s study 
of the results suggested that the higher NH players, notably 
those on 5, failed to survive the earlier rounds, suggesting that 
the system was not excluding talented players. Early in the 
following year the English Golf union was formed and after an 
important meeting at York it joined with the Scottish, Irish and 
Welsh Golf unions and the R&A in setting up a Joint Advisory 
Committee. It was agreed that the JAC would eventually take 
over the administration and supervision of club handicapping 
and the R&A were by now glad to escape this burden, but 
without handing over the leadership within the uK, as any 
threat to their dominance in other matters, such as the Rules, 
had receded. Moreover, the former, simpler days had gone. 
The Championship Committee could no longer aspire to be 
aware of the playing form of all the nation’s talented players.

Meanwhile the R&A continued to allocate the NHs for 
some time. The scheme increased and eventually 1,100 NHs 
were in place and appeals to the Committee increased result-
ing in regular adjustments. The pamphlet was not printed 
again but instead a mimeographed updated version was sent 
out to the players, clubs and unions. Everyone was waiting 
for the JAC to finalise their handicapping scheme and on 
the 6th of April 1925 Arthur Croome put forward a motion 
to the Championship Committee seeking to abolish National 
Handicaps. He then withdrew the motion at the meeting on 
the 24th of May 1925, doubtless because the JAC’s national 
scheme was not ready.  on the 25th of November 1930 the 
Championship Committee decided that the players who had 
not entered for a Championship during the last three years 
be removed from the list of NHs and the last discussion on 
handicaps took place on the 10th of December 1934 when the 
committee decided to ask the JAC to appoint a Sub-Committee 
to consult with the Championship Committee on the new 
handicapping scheme then emerging. 

Looking back, the list of National Handicaps, printed for 
the first and last time in 1923, then later updated less formally, 
served to judge eligibility to enter the Championships until 
at least 1931. It served to fill the gap until the better-known 
JAC national scheme emerged. This 1923 printed pamphlet 
is a unique and detailed document, one full of interest and 
relevance to the amateur game of the times.

The Pamphlet  
The slim A5 pamphlet of 35 pages is entitled: R&A 
Championship Committee List of National Handicaps, Allotted 
1923. It came to Iain Forrester from his grandfather, Richard 
V Mirams, a well-known golfer and administrator in the 
Midlands area. Iain inherited it along with an extensive golf 
library when Mirams passed away in 2000. Mirams joined 
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Moseley golf club in 1930, where his father had been a member  
since 1926, having previously been a member and committee 
member of another Midlands club. Iain’s grandfather must 
have either been given the pamphlet by his father, who brought 
it from his first club, or his grandfather may have found it at 
Moseley whilst serving in one of the many functions that he 
held.

He was Captain, Club Champion, and President of the 
Moseley club (twice) and was at various times President of the 
Worcester union of Golf Clubs, the Worcester Senior union 
and also the Worcester union of Golf Professionals. Being 
a good administrator, knowing and having played golf with 
many of the golfers listed in the pamphlet, it is not surpris-
ing that he preserved it. of the players listed, he knew N S 
Howson well (also from Moseley) and played matches against 
the Aberdovey team that often included Bernard Darwin. 

Sources
Behrend, John. The Amateur: the Story of the Amateur 
Championship 1885-1995, Grant Books Worcestershire, 
1995.
Behrend, John. Peter Lewis and Keith Mackie Champions 
& Guardians: The Royal & Ancient Golf Club, 1884-1939, 
Volume 3, 201-206.

Thanks to:-
The Royal and Ancient Golf Club for allowing study of their 
Championship Committee Minutes and Agendas. Additional 
helpful information came from Peter Lewis, and from John 
Harris’s listing of Amateur Championship entrants held on 
the BGCS website.
1 Less obvious was its role in controlling amateur entries for 
the open Championship
2 Because of the considerable amount of added administra-
tion, Gullen was paid an additional £100 a year.
3 The Northumberland union suggested instead using the 
length of the course divided by 260 and adding 54: this scien-
tific approach got short shrift from the Committee.
4 This figure of 5 was adjusted in later years.
5 Three years previously, it had been the private course for the 
servants of the local landowner Hannibal Speer.
6 In 1912 the uSGA encouraged their member clubs to give 
handicaps and judge the bogey/SSS of their course as the likely 
score on it of, the then-current champion, Jerome Travers. 
Thereafter, handicaps of 6 or under were required for entry to 
the u.S. Amateur Championship. 

national handicaps
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Letter from Oz

Every Australian and many more besides know the 
opening line of Banjo Paterson’s poem, The Man 
from Snowy River. “There was movement at the 
station … ”. And so it has been with the Australian 

Golf Heritage Society.
At the AGM in November there was real progress in 

reviving the History Sub-Committee which had lapsed for a 
few years. Members have felt the lack of the excellent history 
seminars we had in the past. The first of the new seminars 
took place on the 29th of April based on the research carried 
out by Norman Richardson and myself and reported in the 
March 2014 issue of TTG. For the venue Norman and I, as 
presenters, chose the beautiful Tempe House built in 1836 as 
the home of Alexander Brodie Spark, the diarist who provided 
the earliest reliable evidence of golf being played in Australia. 
That was in 1839 at Grose Farm, long since abandoned as a 
farm and now part of urban Sydney.
We managed to hold the attention of our audience for about 
fifty minutes, discussing our findings and describing the 
rather complicated research journey. There followed a lively 
Q&A session for about another half hour. If the quantity and 
quality of the questions are a good measure of success, I think 
we can say that the new History Sub-Committee has got off 

From L to R, your humble correspondent, Bob Spark, Norm 
Richardson, with A B Spark in the background.

to a good start. Spark’s parlour is not the biggest of seminar 
venues but we got a roll up of thirty-one persons, who pretty 
much filled the available space. Guest of honour was Dr 
Robert Spark, great great-grandson of Alexander.

The annual match between AGHS was played at Kingston 
Heath in Melbourne on the 6th of April. As most readers will 
know Kingston Heath is always highly ranked in lists of the 
world’s great courses. Eight singles matches were played. 
using the cumulative holes-up method of measuring team 
performance, AGHS scraped by with one hole up to retain 
the Al Howard Memorial Trophy.

I apologise for an error in the March Letter from oz. 
Al Howard did no design work at the Coolangatta-Tweed 
Heads Golf Club. He, in fact, designed the course for the 
Twin Towns Golf Club in 1984. The two courses are near each 
other and Coolangatta-Tweed Heads are often referred to as 
the Twin Towns, with Coolangatta in Queensland and Tweed 
Heads on the other side of the border in New South Wales. I 
thank John Lovell for pointing out my mistake.

________________________________________________
Liz Mc Donald  wishes to let all members know that there 
is a new supply of BGCS sweaters now in stock. They are 
Glenbrae Spirol Lambswool in navy blue with the Society 
logo emboidered in gold.  They cost £50 and any member 
wanting one should contact Liz at em@jmacd.plus.com or 
‘phone 01832 275429

A British Golf Collectors’ Society sweater
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I’d like to teach the world to s(w)ing

Geert and Sara Nijs
look at the teaching methods in the Continental golf-like games.

When playing golf most of us know by experi-
ence how difficult it is to hit a ball ‘far and 
sure’ on the fairway. of course there are 
always people who have the talent, who feel 

intuitively, when holding a club for the first time, how to swing 
the club. unfortunately the majority of golfers do not have 
that talent.

Today most people, who want to play golf, first have to take 
lessons from a professional and to frequent the driving range 
to put what was learnt into practice. But what did one do 500 
years ago to learn how to swing? – www.universitygolf.com

Consequently there are teachers to teach us and driving 
ranges, chipping & putting greens and bunkers where one can 
practice what the professional has told us. There are magazines 
and instruction books in which all kinds of professionals show 
how to improve one’s game and there are club- and  ball-
making companies who promise ‘a rose garden’ on the course 
when buying their newest invention. We all know that playing 
regularly is of importance to reach an acceptable level without 
air shots and unintentional hooks, pulls and slices.

When King James IV bought his first golf clubs from a 
bow maker in Perth in 1502 and when he challenged the Earl 
of Bothwell for a ‘round’ of golf on the North Inch parkland 
fields near Perth, both needed to know how the game had to 
be played. Both must have known how to swing the club to 
achieve a good result. Who gave them some lessons? Did they 
practice? After being banned for almost half a century, were 
there still experienced players to instruct the new ignorants? 
When the king was on his way through his kingdom, he had 

to show his ‘royal presence’, he had to look after governmental 
business, he had to put away some quite copious dinners, he 
had to play hand-tennis, to go on shooting parties and had to 
look after his mistresses, so not much time was left for a time-
consuming round of golf, let alone for regular practice. When 
the king bought some clubs he must have known what kind 
of clubs he needed. The bow maker without any experience 
about club making must have been told by somebody what 
the requirements were.

Thomas Kincaid was a medical student at Edinburgh 
university in the 1680s. He was an ardent ‘golve’ player. He 
analysed the golf swing very seriously and wrote down his 
ideas of how the golf swing should be for optimum results
in his diary of 1687 and 1688. We only quote his ‘summary’ 
written down in a poem.

‘I digested the rules of playing golf into verse thus:
Gripe fast stand with your left leg first not fare
Incline your back and shoulders but beware
You raise them not when back the club you bring
make all the motion with your bodies swing
And shoulders, holding still the muscles bent
play slowly first till you the way have learnt
At such length hold the club as fits your strength
The lighter head requires the longer length.
That circle wherein moves your club and hands
At forty-five degrees from the [e] horizon stands.
What at on[e] stroke to effectuate you despair
Seek only ‘gains the nist it to prepare.’

(See  “http://digital.nls.uk/golf-in-scotland/serious/
kincaids-diary/index.html” for extracts from Thomas 
Kincaid’s diary about the golf swing)

Not much is known either of the ‘coaching’ of colf, crosse 
and mail players in the early days of these games.

Crosse
The elderly crosse players of today were initiated in the 
secrets of the ancient game by their fathers, grandfathers 
or uncles. Nowadays most often the experienced players 
instruct newcomers how to play the game. 

teaching methods
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until now we have come across only one painting which 
shows a young man teaching a young woman. The picture 
does not show if the teacher was a kind of ‘professional’ or 
whether there was a more personal relationship.

The home course of Thomas Kincaid was Bruntsfield Links 
near Edinburgh. His analysis of the golf swing was not meant 
as an instruction but just his own idea of ‘how to swing’, which 
he wrote down in his private diary. As far as we know this 
analysis was never printed or used in one way or another by 
contemporaries and should not be seen as a kind of ‘official’ golf 
instructions . - Drawing by Paul Sandby, c.1746 
© The Trustees of the British Museum  

Colf
In colf there are no references to people instructing new 
players how to swing. We expect that learning how to play 
was done in the same way as in the crosse game. The fathers, 
grandfathers and uncles taught the young boys how to play 
the game. 

Four figures wearing ice skates; one of the lookers-on has a club 
over his shoulder while the oldest man is watching how the 
young boy is striking at the ball with a colf club. A father, grand-
father or uncle who is teaching the young boy how to play the 
game?  - Engraving by Bartholomeus van Lochom, 1620-1630 
 © The Trustees of the British Museum

Painting from the 17th century showing a professional or a 
personal friend who is teaching a young lady how to hold the 
colf club. – From ‘Golf Through the Ages’, Flannery & Leech

In the game of crosse new and young players were instructed by 
their (grand) fathers or by the more experienced players in the 
fields how to play the game. In crosse the strategy of the game 
was very important. In this photograph one of the leading crosse 
players in Belgium  is explaining how to proceed from the plan-
chette to the next one to the newcomers Christoph Meister, the 
then President of the European Association of Golf Historians 
& Collectors (on the left), and the co-author of this book (with 
hat) - Baudour, Belgium, 2009
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Mail
Jeu de mail is the only sport of which we have a detailed 
description of how the mail player should hold his club, how 
he should stand behind the ball and how to make the right 
swing. Already in 1717, Joseph Lauthier published the rules of 
the game and how to swing the mail club in his book ‘Nouvelles 
règles pour le jeu de mail. Tant sur la manière d’y bien joüer, que 
pour décider les divers évenemens qui peuvent arriver à ce jeu’:

‘The position of the body’
The position of the body should not be too upright not too 
bent, so that the hips can support the strength of the swing 
when turning the mail (club) slowly upwards from the waist 
while keeping the eyes on the ball.

The half turn of the body, called ‘jouer des reines’ (playing 
from the hips) should allow the mail to make a large circle so 
that the strength is coming of a distance.

One should not make the back swing too fast but rather 
constant to be followed by a short stop at the top, followed by 
a forceful down swing, adding a movement of the wrist to add 
extra strength. This should be done without changing the posi-
tion of the body.’

In the world of jeu de mail there were so-called ‘pale-
mardiers’, professionals who, as the Robinson’s and Morris’s 
in Scottish golf, gave lessons to people who wanted to play 
the mail game. Most of them were concentrated in the French 
Lanquedoc region but they were invited to teach the game all 
over France and even outside France. The son of palemardier 
Coste at Montpellier went to Madrid to teach the princes the 
secrets of ‘juego di mail’ (Mr Sudre, ‘Le Noble Jeu de Mail de la 
Ville de Montpellier, Avec ses Règlements’, 1772). 

In ‘Principles pour apprendre à bien jouer au Mail’ 
(Principles of how to learn to play mail) Sudre copied the part 
about the swing from Lauthier, just adding some clauses to 
make the descriptions clearer.

In the book ‘Le Noble Jeu de Mail de la ville de Montpellier.’ 
(1772), Mr Sudre not only described the rules of the game 
but he gave also some instructions about how to play the 
mail game, clarified by means of several drawings. The 

content of the book was agreed upon by the organisation of 
‘palemardiers’, a kind of union of mail professionals.

(This is a chapter from ‘Games for Kings & Commoners Part 
Two’, to be published in 2014)

The ‘swing instructions’ of Lauthier are part of 59 pages of 
rules and instructions; the booklet was written because several 

‘estimable persons’ asked for it. 

teaching methods
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WHEN DRESSING FOR GOLF 
REQUIRED UNIFORMITY

Bobby Burt 
examines early Dress Codes

The playing of the open Championship at Muirfield 
last July brought queries from visitors about the 
Silver Clubs, the original Rules of Golf, and the 
History of the Honourable Company of Edinburgh 

Golfers, with the questioners showing substantial interest in 
the artifacts on display. While this interest was expected and 
welcomed, what was unexpected but equally intriguing, were 
several questions about, and interest in, the origins and stories 
behind, the early ‘dress code’ for playing golf; when and how 
did this originate and was it still maintained by the HCEG 
members?

These questions were possibly stimulated by the pictures 
of the red jackets depicted in the famous paintings of early 
Captains, for example the portrait of William St. Clair of 
Roslin, painted by Sir George Chalmers, the picture of John 
Taylor by Sir John Watson Gordon, showing the small boy 

teeing up the ball, or of crowd scenes such as the 1847 painting 
of ‘The Golfers’ by Charles Lee which shows three of the four 
players and many of the surrounding crowd wearing the red 
jackets with black collars of the R&A. From England there is 
the portrait of William Innes, Captain of Blackheath, by Lemuel 
Abbott while the 1875 painting of ‘Golf at Blackheath’, by F 
P Hopkin shows no less than twenty-one golfers in their red 
jackets. Almost every book on the history of golf in Britain 
includes at least one such picture, and there were sufficient 
questions and interest in this for a uS television channel to 
include a discussion on the uniforms in their programme 
which was broadcast across the uSA and Canada in the even-
ing of the first day of the competition.

The genesis of the golfer’s uniform 
The concept of the golfer’s uniform started in Scotland, and 
was derived from The Royal Company of Archers who in 
December 1713, received a Royal Charter to be the Sovereign’s 
body guard. Comprised of Lords, Nobles and Gentlemen from 
the upper echelons of Edinburgh Society, they practiced their 
archery skills and held archery competitions at Leith Links.  
on the 14th of June 1714, dressed in green military uniform with 
a feathered cap, some fifty members of The Royal Company of 
Archers equipped in military array and distinguished by their 
proper standards, marched from Edinburgh to Leith for their 
first competition for the silver arrow. other units of soldiers 
or guards encountered on the way turned out to acknowledge 
this senior unit with a full military salute1 appropriate to the 
Sovereign’s forces. Subsequently, whenever the Archers went 
to the Leith Links for practice or competition the same hon-
ours were repeated, until archery at Leith Links was prohibited 
in 1734 and archery practice was moved to the Meadows in 
Edinburgh.

Many of the Archers were also golfers who, after archery 
practice, would stay in Leith for a meal and also to play golf 
on the Links, before returning to Edinburgh.  In this context it 
is worth recording that in 1744 the surgeon John Rattray, who 
won Golf ’s first competition for the silver club at Leith, pulled-
off a ‘double triumph’ by also winning  the Archer’s silver arrow 
competition, held later in the same year in Edinburgh. Rattray 
went on to win the silver club again in 1745, but the Archer’s 
records show no winner of the silver arrow for that year, 

Mr John Taylor Captain of the Honourable Company of 
Edinburgh Golfers. A painting by Sir John Watson Gordon 
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possibly because they were engaged elsewhere!  Sadly, neither 
the family nor The Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, 
The Royal Company of Archers or The Honourable Company 
of Edinburgh Golfers, to all of which Rattray belonged, possess 
any image of him.2

The military uniform of the Archers would not permit the 
freedom of movement required for playing golf and so was less 
than ideal, while damage or soiling of the uniforms would be 
unacceptable.  Following  lunch at one of the near-by local inns, 
usually Straiton’s or Luckie Clephane’s, golf matches would be 
made and played, followed by an evening meal before heading 
back to Edinburgh.  Clothing worn for golf would be stored by 
the inn-keeper along with clubs and a room was set aside for 
the participants to change, as required. Line drawings of golf 
and golfers in the earliest years suggest that the clothing worn 
on the Links was simply the usual day-to-day attire of jackets 
and trousers, with regular shoes or boots which had smooth 
soles, without any spikes or nails.  Apparently it was common 
practice to scuff the soles of the footwear on wet grass prior to 
starting off, as this ‘roughened’ the sole sufficiently to improve 
the grip on the ground.

Hamilton3 describes the appearance of golfing uniforms by 
several clubs in the late 1700s, noting that the uniforms, while 
unique to each club, were all in a style that was unmistakably 
military.

The Honourable Company
A Minute dated 1771 stated that ‘The Company of Golfers 
having resolved to have their present Captain’s picture in full 
length in his golfing dress requested him to sit for the same.’  
He was dressed in a round blue Kilmarnock bonnet and red 
coat cut after the fashion of the day, while it would appear that 
the waistcoat may have been red as well. The knee breeches and 
stockings form no part of the uniform, merely what gentlemen 
in those days would consider to be suitable covering for their 
legs 4. This was the portrait of William St. Clair of Roslin and 
it can be assumed that this also was probably the appearance 
of the members’ uniforms because a Minute dated the 16th of 
November 1776 states that the Captain and Company agreed 
‘that the uniform in future shall be light blue stocking stuff 
jacket and white waistcoat with plated buttons.’ This didn’t last 
long for on the 19th of January 1782, it was ‘resolved that the 
Company uniform shall be resumed viz. a scarlet jacket’.

At a Meeting on the 17th of November 1787  

‘An uniform for the golfer was presented by the Captain 
and Council which was unanimously approved of (and) 
John Paterson, Tailor in Edinburgh was appointed Tailor 
for the Society for making the same, with whom the pattern 
is lodged.  And members were requested to appear in the 
uniform as conveniently they can.’ 

We now know that this was a red jacket with a dark blue 
cap, and Browning records5 that circa 1873, James Ballington, 
(1806-1877), who was a well-known Scottish writer and poet 
of the time who also used the name ‘Ballantine’, had composed 
a song that ended:

‘Then don your brilliant scarlet coats
With your bright blue caps, boys’,
And some will play the rocket shots
And some the putting paps, boys.’

The Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews.
Everard6 mistakenly dates the R&A uniform as first appearing 
in 1780, but a minute of a meeting of the R&A held on the 4th 
of August 1780 draws attention to the ‘bad condition’ of the 
golfing jackets confirming that these had been in existence 
for some time, and that new jackets of red with yellow buttons 
were to be ordered, with the Captain and two members to 
select the cloth. However, at a meeting on the 29th of May 1784, 
it was agreed that the uniform coat should be red with a dark 
blue velvet cape with plain buttons, and that should be avail-
able for the meeting on the 11th of September 1784. This seems 
to have been used until, at a meeting on 3rd of November 1820, 
a unanimous vote resolved that the Club uniform should be 
a plain blue coat with Society buttons, ‘as agreed on the 13th of 
october last’.  An interesting record of a meeting held on the 
7th of June 1822, noted that a few of the old Captains ‘found it 

Mr William Innes, Captain of the Royal Blackheath Golf Club 
1778. A print from a lost painting by Lemuel Francis Abbott 
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inconvenient to attend meetings at the Club in consequence of 
the Resolution passed about three years since requiring them 
to appear at the ordinary meetings in Club uniform’.  A com-
mittee decision was postponed until the next meeting, when 
it was hoped that ‘A fuller attendance of Past Captains might 
be present.’ Presumably, ordinary members who attended the 
meetings were not constrained to wear any particular dress 
code.

The position at some other Clubs
other clubs soon followed suit, both literally and metaphori-
cally. In a minute dated the 2nd of July 1790, The Burgess Golfing 
Society (now the Royal Burgess Golfing Society of Edinburgh) 
noted ‘members to wear an uniform as is universally done by 
other Societies of golfers. The uniform for this Society to be a 
scarlet jacket, black neck and badge.’7 No member was allowed 
to take part in a competition unless he appeared in the full 
uniform of the Club, which by 1802 was described as a scarlet 
jacket with black velvet cap and emblematical badge.  When, in 
1964, I became a member of the RBGS the secretary gave me a 
jacket gold button, with crossed clubs and thistle in the centre 
and round the edge the words ‘Far and Sure’ and the initials 
EBGS, emblematic of the original full uniform, and enjoined 
me to carry this at all times on the golf course in case I should 
be asked to show proof of my membership.  Some forty-five 
years later I returned the button (never having been asked to 
produce it) much to the bewilderment of the secretary of the 
day who said that he had never heard of this tradition, but 
agreed to place the button in the glass memorabilia case!

Two other clubs, near neighbours of the R&A also had 
uniforms, Crail in 1792 having a scarlet jacket with plain 
yellow buttons while Kingsbarns chose a blue jacket.  on the 
west coast of Scotland the Glasgow Golf Club chose a grey 
jacket which followed the lines of the old archery clubs and 
the exclusive social tone of the players7. Browning,8 notes that 
the Innerleven Golfing Society had ‘the Prince Charles Tartan’ 
as part of their uniform while Aberdeen Golf Club had two 
uniforms, red jackets to be worn while playing on the golf 
course and equally resplendent blue jackets to be worn while 
dining.

The purpose of the uniform
Aficionados of ‘The Pickwick Papers’ will recall that the first 
action of the founder of the Pickwick Club was to provide 
the fourteen members with dark blue coats bearing gilt 
buttons, each of which bore a bust of himself in the centre, 
together with the initials P.C. This uniform, he explained, 
was necessary so that members would be able to recognize 
each other, and to distinguish them from non-members of 
the Club!

It is often assumed that the purpose of the bright red coats 
was to be a warning to non-golfers and others who might be 
using the Links for business or pleasure, to be aware that golf 
was being played and to be alert to flying golf balls.  However, 

not only had the inhabitants of Leith Links been fully aware 
for more than a century of both the golfers and the archers 
and the risks posed by their activities, but as Hamilton 3 points 
out, warnings were not required from the Nobility to the lower 
social orders, while the mass of non-uniformed humble golf-
ers were probably just as dangerous as those adorned in the 
uniforms.  More likely, the uniforms were an ostentatious 
show of power and rank to which others naturally deferred.  
Like the members of The Pickwick Club, the golfer’s uniform 
would highlight the separation between members and non-
members of an elite Club or Society, but (not so fast!) there 
was an additional justification for considering the red coat also 
as a warning!

The earliest home of the Burgess Golfing Society, in the 
early to mid-1800s, was on the urban Links of Bruntsfield, 
public land known as the old Burgh Muir, belonging to the 
City of Edinburgh, to the South of the city where golf was a 
popular and growing pastime.  At this time there was extensive 
quarrying being undertaken in the same area, with consequent 
movement of passing pedestrians going about their daily 
business as well as wagons going to and from the quarries.  
In 1860 the Edinburgh City Council7 stated that golfers on 
the Bruntsfield Links were to play in a distinctive uniform to 
‘give warning to pedestrians in a way to enable them to avoid 
injury’. Members of the Burgess and the Bruntsfield Golfing 
Societies who golfed over these Links now had an extra reason 
to wear their uniforms.

Enforcing the wearing of the Uniform
About six months after John Paterson’s appointment as Tailor 
to the Honourable Company, at a meeting on the 31st of May 
1788, by which time presumably all the members had received 
their ‘new’ uniform, a Minute on the 31st of May 1788 recorded 
that ‘It was unanimously agreed to that every Member of the 
Society shall dine in his uniform at every public meeting of 
the club – and that members shall appear in the uniform 
when they play upon the Links, and that this Regulation shall 
continue until the second meeting after the (silver) club shall 
be next played.’ unfortunately, there is no record that describes 
just what these uniforms looked like.

Penalties for not wearing the Uniform
Golf was held in high esteem at this time and as early as the 
22nd of April 1775,  ‘Regulations and Rules for members of 
the Honourable Company’ had been introduced and Minuted, 
with regulation number nine stating that ‘Members must wear 
the uniform of the Company when playing golf.’ and failure to 
do so resulted in certain penalties being levied.

An example of the enforcement of penalties was recorded 
in a Minute dated the 3rd of June 1837, during play for the silver 
club, won by William Wood, when his namesake, a Mr. John 
Wood, was fined two tappit hens for appearing on the links 
without his red coat. For those readers who did not take the 
‘Advanced  Poultry’ classes at school, a tappit hen is one with 
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a crest or topknot on the head, but in the current context it 
is the Scottish name given to a pewter tankard that holds 
between one and three quarts and has a knob on the lid.  A 
Minute from a Meeting held at Leith on the 16th of November 
1787 provides another example of the penalty being enforced, 
when ‘Lieutenant James Dalrymple of the 43rd. Regiment 
being convicted of playing five different times of golf without 
his uniform was fined only in six pints having confirmed the 
heinousness of his crime. At his own request he was fined 
Three Pints more’.  A minute of a meeting held on the next 
day notes that ‘An uniform for the golfer was presented by the 
Captain Lord Elcho, and his Council which was unanimously 
approved of (and) John Paterson was appointed tailor for the 
Society  and all members requested to appear in the uniform 
as soon as possible.’

Playing in the Uniform
H B Farnie, who in 1857, using the pseudonym ‘A Keen Hand’8 

to write   ‘The Golfer’s Manual’, described the uniform of the 
time in the following words; 

‘The old Scottish club-dress, specimens of which still flout 
the pale blue sky on medal days, is about the most uncom-
fortable garment the Golfer could endure, and furnishes 
an admirable antithesis to a comfortable rig.  Not to say 
anything about the fashion in which the primeval vestments 
are commonly made, or their ponderous weight, the staring 
red colour alone is enough to give one a fever on a hot day. 
The original idea was to make the golfer as conspicuous as 
possible for the preservation of non-players but it is wholly 
unnecessary, in the scare of danger, to convert the golfer into 
a sign post.  Let the dress of the player be light and adapted 
for absorbing perspiration, let him eschew stiff necked 
abominations and have his apparel made looser: only then 
will he be prepared to do justice to himself and to the game.’ 

Farnie also advocated the wearing of kid gloves to keep the 
club from slipping.

The demise of the uniform.
The uniforms started to disappear from the courses and links 
in the middle of the nineteenth century as the cessation of 
wars made uniforms unpopular and expensive 3 and Browning 
also notes that ‘a blight of dowdiness descended upon the links 
at this time and the Victorian golfer achieved a sort of freedom 
by wearing his oldest and easiest suit;  if a seam had given way 
here and there, so much the better, and the better the player 
the more disreputable and moth-eaten a jacket he was entitled 
to wear 9.  Photographs and pictures from around the start of 
the twentieth century show golfers once again clad in everyday 
jackets and trousers or plus-fours, and Vardon10, at the start 
of the 20th.century wrote ‘Do not wear tightly fitting clothes 
and have plenty of spare cloth under the arms. use braces in 
preference to belts as they hold the shoulders together just as 

they should be. I do not advise a golfer to play without his coat 
even on the warmest day.’ He also notes that golf shoes with 
studs are better than playing in boots and shows a diagram of 
the sole of his golf shoe with more than 30 studs, while he also 
recommends that gloves should not be worn for playing golf.

Modern golfing attire
With golfing clothes now being custom-made from modern 
natural or synthetic materials, using a variety of matched 
colours beyond the imagination of our predecessors, the Club 
Jacket has vanished completely from the course and uniforms 
are only worn for matches involving teams, for example 
the Ryder Cup and Solheim Cup teams and the Walker and 
Curtis Cup teams.  However, many of the older golf clubs who 
had uniforms for golf in the early years continue to honour 
the tradition, almost all with the Club’s coloured jacket, but 
without the blue or black caps.  These are worn by the Captain 
and Past Captains at all the formal Club functions such as the 
Annual Dinner, dinner with visiting clubs, or when invited to 
another Club as a guest, particularly if asked to make an after-
dinner speech. The short-style jacket maintains the military 
derivation, resembling the full dress evening wear of senior 
military officers attending Regimental functions, such as 
Annual Dinners and reunions.  This is not merely a threnody 
for the Club Jacket but an appreciation and acknowledgement 
of its role in the historical development of golf. I would like to 
think that Mr. Pickwick would approve.
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Not many people could claim to have seen ‘old’ 
Tom Morris and Jack Nicklaus play golf.  Bernard 
Darwin could and did.  Moreover, and I realize 
this is a stretch (no pun intended), to have been 

alive, albeit in his mother’s womb, in the month ‘Young’ 
Tommy Morris died.

until Bernardo’s death in 1961 he assuredly saw thousands 
of other amateur and professional golfers including: Harry 
Vardon, James Braid, J H Taylor, Bobby Jones, Joyce Wethered, 
Walter Hagen, Gene Sarazen, Sam Snead, Ben Hogan, and 
Arnold Palmer - each the best of their day.  But how can I leave 
out other Champions such as Walter Travis, Francis ouimet, 
Henry Cotton, Bobby Locke, - the list seems quite endless.
 
Darwin the Sportsman
Darwin was a first class golfer in his own right with victories in 
the first Walker Cup matches, many Amateur Championships 
(to the semi-final round in 1921),  and even the President’s 
Putter in 1924.  He was also an all-round sportsman.  As early 
as his elementary school days at Perse School, young Bernard 
was undefeated in the only three races he ever ran (assuming 
one does not count an ‘old Boys’ relay race in Macedonia 
when he passed the baton to an enemy runner.)  other youth-
ful contests included squash, rackets (fives), cricket, croquet, 
association football (soccer), and lawn tennis.  He never played 
‘a friendly game’ as we know it – his was, in his own words; ‘a 
greedy desire to win and an unbridled hatred of being beaten.’ 

From Tom Morris to Jack Nicklaus

Dick Verinder
takes another look at Bernard Darwin

Darwin the Writer 
Golf Hall of Fame writers, Messrs. Herbert Warren Wind 
and Henry Longhurst, proclaimed Bernard Darwin as the 
best golf writer of all time. But I feel the man gets somewhat 
overlooked once we move past his writings on golf.  For 
instance not much is mentioned about the wide spectrum of 
his writing subjects. Essay titles in over 60 periodicals ranged 
from ‘A Bad Hat’ to ‘Zoological Values’. In books, his subjects 
included railroads in WWII, a medical society, the great city 
of London, a biography of legendary bare-fisted fighter John 
Gully (to which he was distantly related by marriage), a biog-
raphy of the great cricketer W G Grace, histories of Country 
Life, Ltd. and other prominent businesses, a recipe book, a 
cemetery, Charles Dickens, the English public school system, 
the English language, and, with his wife, several books for 
children.  Although prose was his forte, verse, and even in 
his youth, plays written and directed for family gatherings.  

And I mustn’t neglect mentioning that he wrote over 
1,200 ‘Fourth Leaders’ for The Times.  These ‘essayets’, as 
he called them, offered readers a commentary which, as he 
wrote: ‘from day-to-day seeks to offer the compensations of 
digression and distraction.’ The  articles (we would call them 
today ‘Editorials’) were about half as long as his ‘our Golf 
Correspondent’ pieces and gave the reader a look at life, again 
in his words: ‘from a personal way and deal in private rather 
than public sentiments.’  

Grand-father Charles, Aunt Bessy, Grand-mother Emma and 
baby Bernard

At Perse School
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Darwin the Man
What about the man - his personality and character?  Let 
us wander down some path-ways of this man’s amazing life 
from Tom Morris to Jack Nicklaus. He was somewhat like 
those two remarkable characters in Robert Louis Stevenson’s 
Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, one of Darwin’s 
favourite books.  off the field of battle Bernard Darwin was 
a most pleasant gentleman, but on the golf course if things 
were not going his way, rude, volatile and even profane. That 
overwhelming competitive drive changed his personality just 
as the serum turned Dr. Henry Jekyll into Mr. Edward Hyde.

Yet people wanted to be around Bernardo, even on the golf 
course.  Joyce Wethered (the best golfer in the world according 
to Bobby Jones) put it nicely: 

‘All it (his on- course antics) was worth enduring for the 
stimulation of his companionship, his conversation, and 
his ability to make the day on the links stimulating and 
exciting.  And beneath it all was such real kindness.’  

With one present day notable exception, which, as Darwin 
would say, ‘proves the rule’, do not all great golfers of their 
times fit that description?  

Bernard Darwin had his idiosyncrasies.  He never learned 
to drive vehicles, would not use a typewriter, paid no mind 
to writing with a readable hand, wrote articles for his own 
enjoyment rather than reader pleasure, disliked telephones, 
and frequently wrote of his preference to remain at home and 
forego travel.  But travel he did - a lot of it: to America twice, to 
France several times and seemingly always hopping aboard a 
blessed train going somewhere, anywhere.  Bernardo admitted 
to being a better guest than a host. He wrote of retreating to his 
third floor room when visitors unexpectedly knocked at the 
front door. At times during Christmas Day he would pass-up 
table games and conversation to return to his room to practice 
putting against a table leg.  Indeed, Christmas Day was toler-
ated but not enjoyed; certainly not if snow and ice precluded 
playing or practicing golf.  Although he quoted many Bible 
verses and stories, the only times he attended church were for 
weddings and funerals and, as he wrote: ‘two surprising weeks 

growing up.’

Darwin the Radio Announcer
Did you know that Bernardo was a radio announcer?;  even 
though, as ‘our Golf Correspondent’ for The Times, in an 
article dated the 14th of December 1929, he wrote about such 
activity as ‘A New Terror’.  It was in 1934 that he commenced 
this ‘terror’ on the game of golf for the BBC.  Later in 1939 
Darwin pioneered live television of the game he loved - a chal-
lenge match between R A Whitcombe and Bobby Locke at 
Coombe Hill GC, Surrey. Darwin had a deep pleasant ‘proper’ 
English way of speaking, he knew when to keep silent, and 
certainly knew what he was talking about.

Darwin the Clubbable Man
Darwin was a clubbable man.  He belonged to at least 30 golf 
clubs, nine golfing societies, and twenty social, literary, and 
other clubs/associations. He was appropriately commissioned 
to write British Clubs published by Collins in 1941. Perhaps the 
one club he loved most of all was Dormy House, Rye, Sussex, 
in which he purchased a membership in 1906.  Dormy House 
was an important comfort to him for the next 55 years: after 
his wife Eily passed he lived in Dormy House for three years 
until shortly before his death in 1961.

Darwin the Dreamer
And how about this for an inconsistency: proclaiming a love 
for his golf clubs but continuing to purchase new ones to such 
an extent that he was forced to clean house (90 or so clubs at a 
time) at least twice that he wrote about.  

Perhaps that is not so strange to-day with golf magazines 
always promoting new clubs to make one a better golfer.  The 
dream is always there – we never admit until late in life or 
converting to hickories, that it is the archer and not the bow.  
one thing Bernard Darwin did so well was to dream.  We 
continue to benefit so much from those dreams and his stories 
of golfers from Tom Morris to Jack Nicklaus as seen through 
his eyes.

Bernard Darwin aged 83 in front of Dormy House  in Rye

bernard darwin

Bernard Darwin the commentator with Henry Longhurst
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John Fischer III 
looks back at the great golfing career of his Father 

My Dad, Johnny Fischer, was the last person to 
win a major championship, the 1936 National 
Amateur, (uS) using hickory shafted clubs.  By 
the early 1930s most tournament players had 

changed over to steel, but Dad stayed with the girl he brought 
to the dance and who had been so faithful to him.  In fact 
he played with hickory shafted clubs until 1955.  He did not 
change over to steel because of new technology but changed 
because he could no longer obtain good quality hickory shafts.  
His supplier, the T W Minton Company of Barbourville, 
Kentucky,  no longer produced them.  

I want to give some idea of how it was to play with hickories 
but before I get into that, I want to list a few highlights from 
Dad’s career, in addition to his Amateur victory. Newspapers 
first noted a young Johnny Fischer in 1927 when aged 15 he 
won the Cincinnati Junior Championship at match play and 
the Cincinnati Caddie Championship at stroke play, in both 
cases using seven borrowed clubs. He won the Cincinnati 
Metropolitan Championship in 1930, the NCAA Individual 

Championship in 1932 playing for Michigan, three Big Ten 
Individual Championships, was twice medalist in the National 
Amateur, twice quarter-finalist and once semi-finalist in the 
Amateur and played on three Walker Cup teams (never los-
ing a match) and, of course, won the uS National Amateur.  
After World War II he failed to qualify for match play in the 
Amateur at Baltusrol in 1946.  His clubs had been stolen and 
he was forced to play with a makeshift set.  The clubs were 
recovered in 1948, but by that time Dad decided to devote 
his time to his law practice and playing golf with his friends, 
although he did play in the 1950 u.S. Celebrity Pro-Am in 
Washington D.C. finishing second to Ben Hogan.

I mention this history not to extol Dad’s competitive record, 
but because it was accomplished using hickory shafted clubs 
against players who were using steel shafted clubs.  Among the 
players he defeated with his hickories were Chick Evans (twice 
in the Amateur), Eugene Homans, Tommy Armour, Gene 
Sarazen, Walter Hagen, Johnny Goodman, Lawson Little, and 
the Argentinean, José Jurado.  Jurado was the runner-up in the 

The Last Hickory Champion

Johnny with a selection of his hickories Johnny with his ‘flat’ swing
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1931 British open. In a 1940 article Dad described his clubs as 
follows: ‘My pitching irons are heavier than the other irons.  
Although my irons are a mongrel set of hickory shafted clubs, 
purchased one at a time, workbench tinkering to obtain the 
proper “feel” has, to my surprise produced a graduated set of 
irons, in which the driving iron weighs 13 ¾ oz. and the niblick 
16 oz., while the intermediate clubs fit into this weight range 
in proper order.” 

It was an odd set.  Most of the clubs were Tom Stewart, 
but there was a niblick marked “Sunningdale,” a few odd 
George Nichol clubs and a dreadnought niblick by Spence.  
He shafted and reshafted his clubs in his basement workshop, 
and filed the shafts and heads by hand to get the correct feel. 
Manufacturers today can make shafts that do everything, but 
Dad could adjust the flex point by sanding the hickory shaft, 
and while it was said he carried 22 clubs when he won the 
Amateur, some were probably duplicates with a different shaft.  
In a letter, when presenting one of the clubs he used to Garden 
City Golf Club in winning the Amateur, Dad remarked, ‘the 
niblick which I sent to the Club through Mr. Robert Kuntz 
of Dayton, ohio, was one of two niblicks which were almost 
identical and which I interchanged because one had a stiffer, 
stronger shaft for use in playing in the wind.”

I have the hickory shafted irons Dad used.  It is impos-
sible to tell which he used in 1936, because his hickory set was 
reconstituted for different courses and weather conditions and 
the 14-club rule in 1938 cut back on the odd clubs be carried.

When Dad switched to a set of steel shafted irons in 1955, 
he was still playing to a scratch handicap with his hickories.  
Dad assembled his steel shafted clubs with the help of Toney 
Penna at the old MacGregor plant on Spring Grove Avenue in 

Cincinnati.  He picked clubs from bins, sifted through heads 
and put the set together by feel but had difficulty finding steel 
shafts as stiff as those of his hickories.  He had master club 
maker Howard Delaney grind heads for him.  He swung the 
clubs in the factory and ‘waggled’ them in his hands.  The long 
irons and mid-irons were Tommy Armour, and the 8, 9, 11 
and utility wedge were MT models.  The process took two 
full days.  In selecting the clubs, he never hit a ball.  The clubs 
were all picked by feel alone.  When the clubs were tested for 
swing weight, they all came out at D-1.  For all the time I can 
remember, Dad used a Stewart blade putter, slightly off-set 
with a little loft.  After 1955 until his death in 1984, Dad never 
bought another club.

In fact, when I showed him a set of Ping-Eye irons I had 
purchased, he refused to hit one.  He dismissed them saying 
they didn’t even look like golf clubs.  We played frequently over 
the years.  When he reached age 70, he used to ‘borrow’ my 
Hogan 5-wood on a particular par-3 (he carried a driver and 
a 2, 3 and 4 wood).  The first time he used it he took a practice 
swing and said the shaft was a bit soft.  He then proceeded to 
hit the ball right on the green near the pin.  I inquired how he 
hit the shot with the supposedly weak shaft.  He looked at me, 
and said, ‘you just have to wait for the clubhead.’

I started out in golf with a mashie iron, with a cut-down 
hickory shaft, and a similar putter.  As I got a little older, I 
wanted to play with hickories, so I could be just like my Dad. 
However, while he was using hickories himself, he knew that 
hickories weren’t the future.  He never would have dreamed 
of all of our “hickory hacker” friends putting together a play 
set and conducting tournaments. He had several reasons for 
liking hickory, and continuing to use them after the advent 

Johnny aged 23 in 1935. What a great balanced finish! Johnny Fischer US Amateur Chmpion 1936.

john fischer III
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of steel shafts.  First, he had a very fast swing, and he felt that 
the slightly heavier irons, about a D-2 swing weight, and stiff 
shafts were better suited to controlling his swing.  Second, he 
learned to play with borrowed hickories.  Having developed 
his swing by watching better players as a caddie, and copy-
ing their methods, he didn’t want to change.  His swing was 
designed to get the best results from a person of his build - 150 
pounds and 6’1-1/2”.  He had a flat swing and took the club past 
parallel on longer shots.

Dad knew a variety of shots and always worked the ball, 
usually from right to left, but he could make the ball do what 
he wanted when necessary.  In the 1960s he played golf in 
a scratch event, the u.S. Pro-Am, with Tommy Bolt as his 
partner.  Later, Bolt would write, ‘Johnny Fischer is the only 
amateur I would take golf advice from.’ As an example of 
his swing knowledge – and ability – consider his comments 
about a swing adjustment he made during the 1936 National 
Amateur: ‘I changed my flat swing to a more upright stroke in 
that rain squall during my semi-final match against Johnny 
Goodman at Garden City.  I did this to counteract a watery 
film between the ball and the club face.’  Imagine changing 
your swing in mid-tournament for one match but he had the 
confidence to make that type of adjustment when necessary 
and it worked since he won that match and the finals on the 
following day after reverting to his standard, flatter swing.

It is interesting to note that Dad was born in 1912, a vintage 
year for golf, for Ben Hogan, Sam Snead and Byron Nelson 
were all born in the same year.  By sticking to hickory and his 
game, Dad was a dominant figure in amateur golf during the 
1930’s, while the other greats born in 1912 were finding their 
games with steel shafts. After winning the Amateur at Garden 
City Golf Club in 1936, Dad explained his love of hickories ‘My 

friends have kidded me about those wood-shafted antiques.  
They told me to donate them to a golf museum, but I had 
the last laugh.  Hickory shafts may be obsolete for most golf-
ers, but they happen to suit my game.  You see, I have a very 
fast backswing – a rather treacherous thing to control when 
playing full irons or pitches.  Hickory shafts have more resist-
ance than steel ones and thus help slow me down.  My worst 
tendency has always been to hit from the top of my swing – we 
golfers call it ‘rushing the clubhead.’  Steel shafts exaggerate 
this error.  Hickory is the ideal antidote.

‘I never would have controlled those low shots into the 
wind on the day of the fifty-mile-an-hour gale during the semi-
finals of the 1936 Amateur if I had not had hickory-shafted 
irons.  That struggle in the rain against Johnny Goodman was 
my stiffest obstacle.  Goodman lost because the smooth, neat 
grips of his new steel-shafted woods and irons kept slipping 
and turning in his hands on the last few holes when the rain 
soaked the padded handles. My clubs are all six or seven years 
old.  The grips are roughened from prolonged usage.  They got 
soggy rather than slippery in that downpour and I was able to 
keep a firm hold on them.  Little things like this, unseen by the 
gallery, often decide golf matches.  Mind you, I’m not arguing 
that hickory shafts would improve other people’s games, but 
they do keep me from hitting too soon.’

There’s a bit more to the grip story.  As long as I can 
remember, Dad would ‘rough up’ his grips with a car key so 
they wouldn’t slip in his hands.  The marks are quite evident 
on the grips of his hickories.  He continued to do it when 
he changed to steel.  He’d stand on the first tee roughing up 
his driver grip, and do it to other clubs as he walked down 
the fairway. Grips on hickories were generally a thin strip of 
leather wound around the shaft.  Dad believed that power in 

Johnny demonstrates the ‘late hit’. Great hands! Francis Ouimet and Johnny Fischer
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the golf swing came from timing and hitting with the hands.  
He gripped the club more in his fingers than across the palms.  
Because of torque in a hickory shaft the hands had to roll over 
to square the face at impact.  With a thin shaft and thin grips, 
hand action was made easier.  Thick grips tend to restrict the 
hands and take them out of the shot.

Dad had his critics who felt his swing was too fast and too 
‘wristy.’  While he had some good amount of success winning 
the Cincinnati Metropolitan Amateur in 1930, qualifying for 
the open in 1931 and winning the Queen City open, he was 
regarded a bit as a flash in the pan.  His real scrutiny came in 
1932.  He finished as second low amateur in the National open 
at Fresh Meadows and was a quarter-finalist in the National 
Amateur at Five Farms, losing to Francis ouimet one up.  He 
came under the watchful eye of Bob Jones at both events.  
Jones commented generally on his good play and on .his fine 
action at the top of his swing.

After the match, ouimet commented, ‘Johnny hits the ball 
far off the tee, with a beautiful well-timed stroke.  His stroke 
is very fast, but he gets 100 percent efficiency out of his wrists 
and is very seldom off line.  With the irons, midiron, mashie 
and niblick, he is sensational at times and never presses, using 
a short, compact stroke with an open stance.  In approaching 
he is highly accurate.  Fischer is a good putter, and the breaks 
on the green never seem to bother him.  ouimet became Dad’s 
mentor in many ways, and probably was one of the reasons for 
him being chosen for the 1934 Walker Cup team when ouimet 
was the playing captain.

A few years ago, Chuck Kocsis wrote about playing with 
him on the university of Michigan golf team and on the 
Walker Cup team in 1938, ‘John had an extremely fast back 
swing and he theorized the wood shafts slowed his swing 
down enough to offset any bad reaction this fast back swing 
might develop.  At least he was not satisfied with the feel and 
results using steel shaft irons.  Actually, the results speak for 
themselves.  His record indicates the wood shafts were no 
hindrance.  His scores and winning record place him as one 
of the all time best, not just of his era.  He was long enough off 

the tee that he would have comfortably competed with the big 
hitters of today.’  

After Dad won the Amateur in 1936, he received a letter 
from T W Minton & Co., which had provided hickory shafts 
to Bob Jones, congratulating him on using hickory to win the 
tournament and commenting ‘since money won Jones away 
from the hickory shafts, Jones has never played a real game of 
golf, or so we are told by his many admirers.’  Some observers 
felt Jones was always fighting a hook after switching to steel 
because he was used to rolling his hands over to square the 
face with hickories.

Francis ouimet tried to get Dad to change to steel shafted 
clubs in 1935.  He loaned Dad a set of Spalding steel shafted 
irons, and sent a note, ‘I…think you will like your Jones clubs 
very much. one advantage in having a good set of steel shafted 
clubs is this:  The shafts remain the same at all times and while 
good hickory is fine at the same time the shafts are apt to get 
soft from constant use, dry out in the winter time or change 
radically in some way.’ Dad tried the steel shafted irons as 
ouimet recommended, but eventually sent them back.  In 
spite of the weaknesses in hickory ouimet had pointed out, 
Dad found solace with his old hickories.

In terms of physical fitness, Dad was probably ahead of 
his time.  Because he believed in a lot of wrist action, he had a 
hand exerciser which you gripped in your fingers and the base 
of your thumb, and then squeezed the handles together.  They 
are pretty common, except this one was so stiff most people 
could not squeeze the handles together more than 10 or 12 
times.  Dad could squeeze it 100 times with either hand at age 
70.  He had very strong hands and forearms from working 
with this exercise tool.  In the off-season he played basketball 
regularly to keep his legs in shape, for while he believed hands 
were important he also drove through the swing with his right 
foot.  In order not to slip he had three or four smaller spikes 
screwed into the edge of the sole of his right golf shoe.

Before the 14-club rule came into effect in 1938 Dad utilized 
some specialty clubs.  ‘I carry a bevel-edged chipper which is 
in the nature of a putting cleek and use it mainly where I need 

Johnny extricates the ball from the gorse St Andrews 1934 Johnny playing a fairway shot in the Masters Tournament 

john fischer III
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a very short flight and a long roll, that is, from the fringe of the 
green.  He also carried a left-handed mashie iron and spade 
mashie for shots where the ball was close to a tree, bush or wall 
and unable to be hit right handed.  These left-handed clubs 
weren’t just to bunt the ball back in play; Dad could play a 
good game of golf left-handed.  However, the chipper and the 
left-handed clubs had to go in 1938.

Dad described his long game as follows:  ‘I attempt to 
maintain a firm, though relaxed, left arm in addressing the 
ball.  In addressing my knees are flexed and firm.  My right 
knee is bent slightly more than my left giving me the appear-
ance of addressing the ball with a slight crouch.  For the full 
shots my stance is slightly open with the ball teed off the left 
heel.  My weight is fairly evenly distributed on both feet, 
although I do tend to place a bit more weight on the left foot.  
I encounter difficulties when I exaggerate this tendency.  For 
full shots and in fact for all shots except putts, I use the overlap 
grip.  I have obtained the best results when I was not conscious 
of any marked superiority of one hand over the other.  on 
long shots I grip the club more firmly in the smaller fingers 
of both hands.”

on pitch shots Dad said ‘I use the overlapping grip with 
the club held more firmly in the forefingers of both hands, 
especially the right. While he didn’t mention it, Dad noticeably 
held his right index finger a little farther down the shaft on all 
shots. ‘I am not conscious of initiating my swing with the left 
or right side nor am I conscious of starting the downswing 
with either side.  I believe in the saying “hips before hands.”  
In other words, you have to clear the left side before striking 
the ball.”

Before the 1934 Walker Cup Match, Dad spent the winter 
in Florida to get his game in shape.  He kept a list of scores, 
number of putts and driving distance so he wouldn’t delude 
himself about how well he was playing.  Granted the Florida 
courses were rather flat and dry, but his average drive was 275 
yards.  Bob Jones stated that he was one of the longest hitters 
in the game.

As noted by ouimet, Dad used an open stance.  Actually, 
it was slightly open on the drive, and opened a little more with 
each club down the line.  ‘I use an open stance on pitch shots 
with the ball played off the left heel.  At times it may appear 
that I am playing the shot off the right foot, but a closer study 
reveals that the target, the ball and the left heel form a right 
angle.’  At the time Dad’s approach to playing all shots off the 
left heel, and opening his stance as he progressed from driver 
to niblick, was thought of as ‘highly unorthodox,’ but is widely 
accepted today. ‘Johnny was definitely one of the all time great 
putters especially on the long putts of forty to sixty feet or 
longer,’ Chuck Kocsis said. ‘I’ve seen them all from Jones to 
Woods and the three best putters of all time are, in order, 
Bobby Jones, Johnny Fischer and my brother Emerick.”

Dad described his putting this way:  ‘During the past years 
I have used several different styles of putting, being successful 
at times with each one.  I have stood upright; I have crouched; 
I have kept my feet together; I have spread my feet apart; I have 
maintained an even balance on both feet; and I have placed my 
weight almost entirely on the left, using the right merely as a 
steadying influence.  For a great many years now I have used 
a reverse overlap grip for putting.  I have alternated between a 
long bladed aluminum Mills mallet putter and a regular steel 

Johnny Fischer driving from 10th tee Augusta National 1972Johnny Fischer driving from 10th tee Augusta National 1970
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bladed putter with a slight loft, depending on the amount of 
confidence I had in the particular putter and on the type of 
green.  Approximate length of both putters is 34 ¾ inches.  I 
have had success with both the tapped and stroked putt and 
nothing but grief with the cut putt, a method of putting into 
which I lapse occasionally.  It is difficult to explain the why 
and wherefore of putting one way and then another, but I do 
know that at various times during the season one method will 
feel more natural and develop more confidence than the other.  
As to which method I employ more often I cannot say, but 
judging from the results lately it must be the cut method of 
putting. I must admit, though, that a cut putt does come in 
handy under certain putting conditions. The ‘cut putt’ can be 
useful in holding the line against a break or putting along a 
cross grain.’

Dad putted with his wrists with an abbreviated follow-
through.  He never understood the pendulum swing espoused 
by Paul Runyan and so popular today.  He just would shake his 
head and say, ‘you don’t have any feel in your shoulders.  Feel 
is in your hands.’

His excellence in putting could be explained in part by the 
nature of hickory shafts.  Ben Hogan or Vijay Singh would 
have worn out a hickory shaft after a few days on the practice 
tee.  Most of Dad’s practice was on the short game, around the 
greens.  He commented, ‘shots of all types around the green 
and putting are the most important because a mistake there 
cannot be made up, whereas a poor drive or fairway shot may 
nearly always be redeemed.’ To practice Dad played ‘cross-
country,’ that is he would hit from one fairway to another 
hole or to a tree.  In that way he developed a keen sense of 
distance and it didn’t hurt that his eyesight was better than 
20/20.  He was horrified when Jack Nicklaus started making 
yardage books and at yardage markers on sprinkler heads.  He 
felt judging distance was an integral part of the game but that 
went out with his hickory shafts.
And the hardest shot in golf?  ‘The short putt of between 
five and ten feet in length.’
The easiest shot in golf?  “The greenside bunker shot.”  This 
observation is interesting because Dad didn’t carry a sand 
wedge.

I hope you’ve enjoyed some thoughts of the merits of 
hickory in the words of the last player to win a major cham-
pionship using hickory shafts.  In fact at the 1936 National 
Amateur, Johnny Fischer was the only contestant playing with 
hickories.
 
Editor’s Notes

Johnny Fischer in the Walker Cup
Selected 1934  aged 22 at St Andrews Scotland
Played no. 5 and defeated Eric Fiddian by 5 and 4

Selected 1936 aged 24 at Pine Valley, New Jersey
Played no. 3 and defeated Cecil Ewing by 8 and 7

Selected 1938 aged 26 St Andrews Scotland
Played no.3 and defeated Leonard Crawley by 3 and 2

Non-playing Captain 1965 Match tied at 11 matches each

At the u S open Championship played at Fresh Meadow at 
Flushing N Y in June 1932 Johnny Fischer was tied in 27th 
place with four rounds of 81, 78, 74 and 73. His aggregate 
was 306 which was 20 shots worse than the winner Gene 
Sarazen. He finished as the second placed amateur, the best 
being Johnny Goodman who had a great last round of 68 for 
a total of 302

A tied match at St Andrews 1965  with the captains Johnny 
Fischer (US) and Joe Carr (GB & I) with the Walker Cup.

Mel cartoon from the Professional Golfer’s Association

john fischer III
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John Barradale Melhuish was born in Exeter, Devon 
on 9th January 1893 and died in Ealing on 22nd March 
1965. He was the son of John underhill Melhuish and 
was educated at Wellington School, Somerset. He was 

a caricaturist and sports cartoonist and signed his work 
‘MEL’. He produced drawings for a wide variety of markets, 
including at least two sets of golf caricature cigarette cards for 
Churchmans and a set of 50 rugby ones for Wills, and also a 
set of 50 turf personalities for Ogdens. He also contributed to 
the Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic News, The Tatler, Evening 
Standard, Sporting Life (sports cartoons signed ‘JB Melhuish’), 
Sportsman and Inky Way Annual, Golf Illustrated and Golf 
Monthly. He drew illustrations for dinner menus including 
one depicting comedian and broadcaster Ted Ray for the 20th 
annual dinner of the Vaudeville Golfing Society in 1949. He 
was awarded an MBE in 1918 and was also a member of the 
Press Club. 

In 1928 WA and AC Churchman published a set of cigarette 
cards Men of the Moment in Sport. There were fifty cards in the 
set, ten of which were golf. No. 26 (Walter Hagen) and No. 
27 (Bobby Jones). “MEL” who was a very talented caricature  
artist of the 1920s and 1930s drew these. other well-known 
sportsman in the series included Paavo Nurmi, Joe Davis, 
Jack Dempsey, J B Hobbs and Jean Barotra. Churchman’s first 
issued a set of cigarette cards of Prominent Golfers in 1931, 

JOHN BARRADALE MELHUISH  
‘MEL’ MBE 1893 – 1965

Robert Ruddell
reviews the contribution to the heritage of golf by Mel as a caricaturist and sports cartoonist.

which were painted for Imperial Tobacco by MEL. There are 
many well-known names from the world of golf including 
Braid, Taylor, Vardon, Holderness, Tolley and Roger and 
Joyce Wethered. It is interesting to see the clothes which the 
artist has used in that they are nearly all simple plain colours 
and most with some form of hat, a far cry from the brilliant 
colours we see today. Reverse texts gave a potted history of 
the individual’s career up to the date of publishing of the set 
in 1931. This popular set was republished in 1989.

When WD and Ho Wills published in 1929 a series of 50 
cigarette cards of Rugby Internationals MEL was the artist 
involved. Two of the Irish Internationals from the series J E 
Arigho and J D Clinch who were also members of Killiney 
Golf Club have been portrayed in their Centenary History. 
Jack Arigho almost became better known as an entertainer 
than as a former rugby international. Apart from the imper-
sonations noted in The Irish Press, he could do splendid take-
offs of Maurice Chevalier, Richard Tauber, Bud Flanagan and, 
fellow member, Roderick Tierney. MEL was again involved 
with ogdens in the same year with their production of 50 Turf 
Personalities.

Churchmans who were the most prolific publishers of 
cigarette cards issued in 1931 another set of 50 cards entitled 
Sporting Celebrities. The full length coloured caricatures were 
once again drawn by J B Melhuish (MEL). Famous sportsmen 
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and women from, around the world were represented in thir-
teen different sports including billiards, gliding and rowing. 
The reverse texts contained many interesting and fascinating 
details about the lives of the subjects. Several were multi-
talented such as Fred Perry, who not only was a Wimbledon 
Champion but was also a World Table Tennis champion. 
Similarly, the golfer Leonard Crawley played County Cricket 
for Essex as well as winning the English Close Amateur Golf 
Championship in 1931. Seven golfers were included in the set.
In Heather and Heaven Walton Heath’s Centenary Book two 
golfers from the Churchmans series of Prominent Golfers 1931 
were portrayed namely Sir Ernest Holderness and Enid Wilson 
who won the English Ladies’ Championship at Walton Heath 
and later became golf correspondent for the Morning Post and 
Daily Telegraph. She also appeared in Churchmans 1931 series 
of Sporting Celebrities as a totally different illustration.
The various cigarette cards that MEL was responsible for 
covered a wide variety of sports namely football, tennis, rugby, 
boxing, cricket, rowing, badminton, athletics, motor racing, 
track and field/running, billiards, field hockey, gliding, horse 
racing and golf.

The hobby of cigarette card collecting goes back to the 
1890s, to a time when cigarettes were wrapped in paper pack-
ets. Manufacturers began to insert pieces of card to protect 
the contents, quickly realising that these would be useful for 
advertising their products. Soon these were followed by picto-
rial sequences which would build into sets and became very 
collectable. The 1920s and 1930s are generally regarded as the 
golden age of cards. Competition was fierce and rival firms 
were constantly looking for something different to stand out 
from the crowd. Players and Wills went in for adhesive backed 
cards and offered special albums to stick them in.

In January 1928 a cartoon by MEL titled Coming Through 
the Rye, Mr Wethered wins again, features some of the com-
petitors in the President’s Putter. That year including Roger 
R H Wethered, the winner, Monty E M M Carlisle, the losing 
finalist, and among others Bernard Darwin and Sir Ernest 
Holderness. In the 1930s MEL was working for The Tatler and 

he would visit golf clubs throughout the country to draw his 
famous caricatures of the members and personalities for pub-
lication in the magazine. These cartoons were accompanied 
by a suitable caption.

When he visited Walton Heath in July 1932 and the word-
ing with the cartoon was

‘Some of the celebrities at the famous Surrey links which are 
acknowledged to be some of the best within easy reach of 
London. The station is Tadworth and the Golf Club is only 
one mile away. James Braid, the doughty Scotsman is the 
“pro”. His first win in the open Championship at Muirfield 
happened in 1901, and afterwards he won at St Andrews 
in 1905, Muirfield again in 1906, Prestwick in 1908, and St 
Andrews again in 1910. The secretary of Walton Heath, with 
whom the artist says Lord Riddell is having a few kind words, 
is Mr G J Hawker. The next series of famous golf clubs will be 
Lytham and St Annes.’ 

Mel visited Cuddington Golf Club near Banstead in 1933 
and captured the secretary and the 1932 Captain of the Club, 
H W Parker. He was a 4-handicap golfer (left-handed) and 
one of the most popular secretaries in the golfing world. He 
also announced that the first open competition for golf club 
secretaries will take place at Cuddington. In the same way as 
Charles Ambrose had been MEL was a prolific and talented 
artist and there are not many golf clubs one visits today without 
seeing one of his cartoons adorning the walls. These cartoons 
would take the form of a full page in The Tatler and in many 
cases are the only records on show of the club members as they 
appeared 80 years ago and he had the ability of bringing to life 

Mel
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their characteristics in a humorous way.
MEL’s drawings with big-head-on-a-little-body caricatures 

were very popular in the 1920s, 30s and 40s and are an art form 
which has pretty much died out now. Whenever one opens a 
golf club centenary book you will very often find a 1930s Tatler 
illustration by “MEL” and it is the club as it appeared to him 
at the time. In the case of Worplesdon  Golf Club he describes

 ‘Worplesdon is one of the best and prettiest golf courses in 
Surrey , being rich in sand, heather and fir trees, all of which 
help to make the best possible inland golfing country. The 
club is famous for its mixed foursomes competition  which 
is held annually in october and which is one of the most 
popular events in the calendar year. The present holders are 
Miss Joyce Wethered, the ex-lady champion and Mr Bernard 
Darwin, who writes so delightfully upon golfing matters. 
Worplesdon is strong numerically, and always puts up a very 
strong team in club matches. It is curious to note how many 
cricketers – turned - golfers are members.’ Hewas referring 
to the Hon. F S G Calthorpe the well-known Warwickshire 
Captain, B J T Bosanquet, the inventor of the ‘Googlie’ and A 
P F Chapman one of England’s most famous Test Captains/

In the case of Playing Through West Surrey Golf Clubs 
First 100 years Derek Markham has very cleverly taken the 
caricatures out of a “MEL” of the Tatler cartoon of West-Surrey 
in 1935 and they appear individually throughout the book. 

This was previously used successfully by  A Nickson in the 
Lytham Century 1886 -1986 and by I H Masson and M H Hall 
in Littlestone Golf Club 1888 – 1988. on the 5th of April 2013 The 
Leicester Mercury had an article on the fourteen characters 
of the Leicestershire Golf Club drawn by MEL in The Tatler 
on the 22nd of January 1936. one of their correspondents had 
pointed out that many of Leicester’s pre-war industrial great 
and good appear in the cartoon and gave a brief synopsis of 
the contribution that they had made to the town.

The 1935 Ryder Cup team, bound for America, was feted 
with a grand send-off by the Nineteenth Club, just as their 
predecessors had been four years previously. over 260 mem-
bers and guests enjoyed dinner at The Grosvenor House Hotel 
at which there was a special toast to Samuel Ryder. In reply 
Samuel expressed confidence in the departing British PGA 
side and paid tribute to the mother of the three Whitcombe 
brothers who had all been chosen for the match. Cartoonist 
MEL portrayed the occasion in his own inimitable style 
under the title ‘Our  Ryder Cup Paladins.’ The Lucifer Golfing 
Society’s Dinner to British Golfers from Overseas was held at 
the Savoy Hotel in July 1949 and a cartoon was drawn by MEL 
which appeared in Golf Illustrated. MEL captures that Grand 
old Man of Golf James Braid, an Hon. Member of the Lucifers 
and mentions ‘He can still go round Walton Heath in less than 
his age!’ He also stated ‘Trophies were presented by H R H The 
Duke of Edinburgh.K.G.’

 MEL’s cartoon in 1950 at the First Annual Dinner of the 
Professional Golfers’ Association since 1939 provided the occa-
sion for a presentation of an illuminated address to be made 
to 80 year old James Braid, their first captain and now a Vice-
President. An illuminated address was also sent to J H Taylor 
who was unable to attend the dinner. Henry Cotton proposed 
the toast to the guests. In the June 1954 issue of Golf Monthly 
MEL’s cartoon of the dinner to honour Bernard Darwin held 
at the Hall of the Worshipful Company of Grocers in the City 
of London was published and among the guests were Lord 
Brabazon of Tara, Henry Longhurst, Sir Pelham Warner and 
Tom Simpson the golf course architect.

The Lloyd’s Golf Club have in its archives most of the 
Dinner Menus from 1926 to the present. up to 1953 they 
featured sepia print on cream card. Thereafter they have been 
blue on white. The menus from 1926 to 1953 have cartoons on 
the back. . Depicting some topical Lloyd‘s event or Golf Club 
Personalities. These were drawn by a number of cartoonists 
including ‘Mel’ Alfred Lee, Giles and Fred May. All of whom 
were well-known to the wider public. When Mel attended the 
March 1951 Lloyd’s Golf Club annual dinner at the Dorchester 
he sent a letter of thanks to the Secretaries, Bobbie Gilroy and 
Michael Nesbitt in the form of a cartoon.

 John Melhuish is still remembered today affectionately for his 
cartoons and caricatures of golf personalities from the 1920s 
through to the 1950s and has made a major contribution to 
the heritage of golf.
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WA & AC CHuRCHMAN 
Golfing cigarette cards 
Where MEL was the caricaturist.

Men of the Moment in Sport 1928 Set of 50
Ten golfers were included
Archie Compston, George Duncan, Walter Hagen, Bobby 
Jones,  Jose Jurado, Abe Mitchell, T P Perkins,Gene Sarazen , 
C J H Tolley, Roger Wethered.
. 
Sporting Celebrities 1931 Set of 50
Seven golfers were included   
 T D Armour, Billy Burke, L G Crawley, Walter Hagen,
E Martin Smith, C A Whitcombe, Miss Enid Wilson.
Prominent Golfers 1931 Set of 12 
Miss Glenna Collett, Archie Compston, Bobby Jones, Abe 
Mitchell, Harry Vardon, Miss Joyce Wethered, T H Cotton, 
Fred Robson, Walter Hagen, C J H Tolley, Roger Wethered, 
Charles Whitcombe.

Prominent Golfers 1931 Set of 50
Percy Alliss, James Barnes, Aubrey Boomer, T A Bourn, James 
Braid, W Campbell, Miss Glenna Collett, Archie Compston, 
T H Cotton, Leo Diegel, George Duncan, George Von Elm, 
J Farrell, Miss Diana Fishwick, Miss Molly Gourlay, Walter 
Hagen, Rex Hartley, Walter Hagen, Rex W Hartley, A G 
Havers, Alex Herd, Major C o Hezlet, Sir E W E Holderness, 
L Holland, Harrison R Johnston, H C Jolly, Bobby Jones, J 
Jurado, J Kirkwood, Roland Mackenzie, Abe Mitchell, Donald 
K Moe, Francis ouimet, T P Perkins, Edward Ray, Fred 

Robson, Gene Sarazen, Horton Smith, J Nelson Smith, J A 
Stout, J H Taylor, C J H Tolley, T A Torrance, Harry Vardon, 
G J Voigt, Al Watrous,  Miss Joyce Wethered, R H Wethered, 
C A Whitcombe, E R Whitcombe, Dr o F Willing, Miss Enid 
Wilson.
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E B TIPPING, ROYAL FLYING 
CORPS SURVIVOR

Edward was born in Dublin in 1888. His family 
moved two years later to Cheshire, then to Gourock 
on the Firth of Clyde in the mid 1890s. His father, 
Walter, was in marine insurance; very lucrative 

at that time and he made frequent Atlantic crossings from 
Liverpool. Walter was a keen golfer, one of a nine man com-
mittee formed in 1896 to develop a nine-hole golf course on 
the Gourock Estate. The Tipping family home at Moorfield 
overlooked the new course. Gourock Golf Club’s Centennial 
Report1 observes that the ground conditions on the initial site 
would be on the rougher side of rough.  Walter captained the 
club for seven years, from 1899.  His wife Annie won the first 
Ladies Sweepstake. The same report records that ‘Walter’s 
enthusiasm as a golfer and his organising ability were of the 
utmost value to the young club.’ He did not have an easy pas-
sage as Captain. There were frequent disagreements with the 
farmer over grazing cattle including a request that his bull be 
removed from the course as players ‘have been chased by it 
on several occasions.’ His eleven year old son, Edward, was 
already honing his swing in these trying conditions.    

In 1901 a wholly different nine-hole course had to be devel-
oped on adjacent land.  When things settled down a sturdier 

  Graham Lomas and Colin Strachan 
 examine the remarkable life of Edward Baumer Tipping,an extraordinary Irish and English internationalist

clubhouse was built and by 1906 the course was extended 
to 2,310 yards on land given by Sir Hugh Shaw Stewart. The 
report records that Walter presented Sir Hugh with a silver-
mounted cleek at the opening ceremony.  He also donated the 
biennial Tipping Medal for boys in 1896, and later the match 
play Tipping Trophy, both still in existence. By 1910 Gourock, 
under Tipping, had 345 adult members, and an extension of 
the course to eighteen holes was achieved by 1912 to the west 
of Mile Burn.

Edward, became Club Champion in 1904, aged 16, and 
on three further occasions up to 1909.  He matriculated at 
Glasgow university in 19052 to read English Literature, but 
lasted only a year, leaving to follow his father into insurance.  
He played golf for the university and was chosen by an R & A 
committee for a 24-man Irish team which lost to both England 
and Scotland at Portrush.  The matches  in 1906 were played 
in two flights of twelve and in the first match against Scotland 
at number six he defeated C A Hutcheson of Prestwick but 
against England he lost to H D Gillies. In 1909 he played in 
his first Amateur Championship, at Muirfield, losing to J L C 
Jenkins in the first round.  

Walter and Annie Tipping had five children and moved 

Development of Gourock Golf Course 1896-1970
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to Croydon in 1911. Edward’s father died in 1915 leaving his 
children a tidy inheritance. Edward would have met Alexis 
Robertson Fisher at Gourock where they married in June 1916 
at the Ashton Hotel on the seafront.  Alexis’s father William 
was a widower and director of a large worsted spinning 
company occupying the giant Fleming Reid Co. Building in 
Greenock. He was  comfortably well off at a time when his 
contemporaries were among those who gave their lives on the 
Somme and in northern France.

Edward becomes an RFC pilot
When conscription began he was working as an insurance 
clerk, and he enlisted for service in November 1916 by join-
ing the Inns of Court officer Training Corps. Surrey County 
records show he was 5’8”, 11 stone 8 lbs, with a 41” chest, and 
medically Grade A.3   He applied to join the RFC and by the 
16th  of April 1917 was based at Reading where the No. 1 School 
of Military Aeronautics had been set up to train prospective 
pilots. They used a small aerodrome on low lying ground 
at Coley, where he had eight hours twenty minutes of dual 
control training. on the 17th of May 1917 he was made a tem-
porary 2nd Lieutenant on probation - one of eighty listed in the 
London Gazette for that date.  Hundreds of pilots were dying 
both in training and over the Western Front.  

More pilots had to be rapidly trained and Edward was 
transferred on the 21st of May to Whiteburn airfield in 
the Lammermuir Hills of East Lothian to complete his 

training - joining the newly formed 77 Home Defence 
Squadron.4 Alexis (Lexie), expecting her first child, went 
back to Gourock where she had grown up. Whiteburn was 
one of three small airstrips developed to defend Edinburgh 
from enemy Zeppelin attack.  After a further six hours and 
twenty-five minutes of dual control training, he went solo.                                                                                                                                         
His records show that on the 4th of September he was 
airborne for only eleven minutes when his BE2c biplane 
went into a flat spin.  As he endeavoured to turn the plane 
nose dived sixty feet into the ground. His war was over. He 
sustained head wounds, a fractured skull, and concussion.                                                                                                                            
Declared ‘unfit for any service’ he was told he could expect only a 
short life, not to work, but maybe play golf. His plane (number 
1342) one of 3,500 BE2c’s hurriedly built at the Royal Aircraft 
Factory, had been developed to overcome wing instability 

Edward Tipping in the Amateur Championship,
 Muirfield 1909

A BE2c in 1916 (by kind permission of RAF Museum)
Hendon))
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encountered  in earlier models. His station commander had 
died in a similar accident a few weeks earlier.4 Lateral control 
on early versions of these planes was effected by ‘warping’ the 
flimsy wings when the bi-plane turned hard. Ailerons were 
eventually fitted. Edward told his grandchildren that ‘a wing 
had dropped off ’!  He was made an Hon. Lieutenant on the    
24 th of December 1917, and discharged.

Moving up in the world
Edward, Lexie and baby William moved from central Croydon 
home to a biggish Edwardian house in the growing suburb 
of Purley. He joined the newly opened Woodcote Park Golf 
Club on the chalk grassland of the North Downs. He won its 
Scratch Cup in 1921; and again in 1926, 27 and 28 - when it 
was presented to him outright.5 He had a second attempt at 
the Amateur Championship - again at Muirfield in 1920, the 
first year the competition resumed after the War. The next step 
up in his world came in 1924 when the family left Purley for 
Ashhurst Wood in the High Weald, on the edge of Ashdown 
Forest, close to the nearby Royal Ashdown Forest Club. His 
house at Park Corner with 76 acres of land gave Edward scope 
to farm, and escape London’s outward creeping sprawl.

EB Tipping at Royal Ashdown
His halcyon days were undoubtedly at Royal Ashdown.6 From 
1924 he won the Club’s Spring Challenge Cup six times, the 
Gold Medal four times, the Standen Cup three times, the Ebor 
Cup twice and the Eton Challenge Prize once. In 1927 he won 
five trophies in one year playing off plus 1.  In 1930 he broke 
Royal Ashdown’s amateur record with a 70 and among his 
scalps the same year was Lord Tennyson, son of the poet, play-
ing singles against the Household Cavalry. He played singles 
against Royal Ashdown’s Cantelupe Club from 1927 to 1930, 
losing each time to Alf Padgham. In 1931 he won the Sussex 
Amateur Championship at nearby Crowborough, but was 
beaten in the final in both 1935 and 1939 when held at Royal 
Ashdown. Edward joined Walton Heath in the early 1930s 

winning the Spring Gold Medal in 1933 and the Autumn Gold 
Medal in 1936. Tipping’s regional and national record was no 
less impressive. He lost the 1924 final of the Welsh Amateur 
to Lord Charles Hope, who managed twelve single putts 
in the first round. He had sixteen attempts at the Amateur 
Championship between 1909 and 1928 - losing at Prestwick 
in the semi-final in his last attempt to Roger Wethered. 
The following year, aged 41, he lost a ‘short hitting’ English 
Amateur final at Gosforth to W Sutton, the reigning Artisan 
Champion. He also tried to qualify, with 270 others, for the 
open Championship at Sandwich in 1928. Bernard Darwin, 
observing those qualifying rounds, noted in The Times that, 
‘qualifying competitions are dull things unless they are cruel’. 
His last open Championship attempt was in 1932 at Princes 
when he withdrew after a first round score of 84.

International selection
Capped for Ireland against England and Scotland in 1906 
Tipping’s good run in English regional and national events 
over the following two decades led to an interesting invita-
tion in 1930 from the R&A selectors to play a second time at 
international level but this time he played for England against 
Ireland, his country of birth, at Portmarnock. The only other 
player thought to have played for more than one home nation 
was the opposing Irish captain that year, Charles Hezlet, 
who played for Wales while working there in 1922, and then 
for Ireland in 1923. When the Home Internationals of today 
began in 1932, playing for a second country was prohibited.7 

Nonetheless, he still played and was welcome in Ireland for the 
Irish open Amateur Championship in 1931 at Royal Co. Down, 
Newcastle, reaching the semi-final. In 1933 he teamed up for 
the London Foursomes with Darsie Watson, the Sussex 1932 
County Champion and member of the winning old Rugbeian 
side in that year’s Halford Hewitt. They lost to C K Cotton, the 
golf architect, and E H Moss in the final but four years later, in 
1937, he partnered J J F Pennink, English Amateur Champion, 
to win the event for Royal Ashdown.

1933 finalists in the London Foursomes, Watson and Tipping 
on the left .

EBT plays from a bunker at 12th hole during the semi-final of 
the Amateur Championship 1929
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He was now 49. His competition days were over and 
another war was looming.

Hell fire corner
Edward, Lexie, and William (aged 17) had moved from 
Ashhurst Wood to Hammerwood in 1935, taking up residence 
in a new house whose landscaped gardens featured three 
small lakes. Edward must have been on the lookout for new 
adventures, and began to buy and sell property speculatively, 
with big purchases in the Chelwood area of Ashdown Forest.                                                                                                                                          
Most prestigious was Chapelwood Manor, the 20 acre land-
scaped estate of Sir Stephenson Hamilton Kent KCB.  Built in 
1904 this Arts and Crafts mansion was once the home of the 
retired Warden of the Cinque Ports, comprising a main house, 
a coach house, cottage, gatehouse, large indoor swimming 
pool, and a Hartley-Botanic greenhouse. He also acquired 

nearby farms totalling some 460 acres. 
During World War one many regiments, including 

the Royal Engineers, had camped on the forest and on 
the Ashdown Forest Ladies’ course for manoeuvres, and 
Chapelwood was taken over to house wounded soldiers-   
Siegfried Sassoon, company commander with the Royal Welsh 
Fusiliers, convalesced at the house from April 1917 to recover 
from shell shock. In the Second World War Chapelwood was 
again commandeered for wounded men, many from Canada. 
From 1941 onwards two more of Edward’s properties were also 
requisitioned. The Weald on the Kent/Sussex border became 
part of ‘hell fire corner’ as aerial dogfights in the Battle of 
Britain were fought whilst German bombers droned over-
head on their way to south London. Edward’s eldest grand-
daughter Dr Alexis (Lexie) Bastable attests how disenchanted 
he became by the damage done to his properties by soldiers 
billeted there. Despite a morale boosting visit to Ashdown 
Forest by King George VI in 1943 to review Canadian service-
men the Tippings had had enough, and in 1944 decided to 
return to Edward’s roots in Ireland. 

New beginnings in County Wicklow
Edward bought himself a mid-19th c Italianate mansion in 
County Wicklow.  Dunran House stands next to a tiny walled 
and derelict fortification called Dunran Castle, built in 1547. 
Tourist guides describe Wicklow’s mountains, deep glens, 
barren and rugged rocks, lakes and trees as a ‘Garden of Eden’.  
Dunran House stood in the midst, close to Devil’s Glen. Back 
in the 1940’s to be fifty six was old! Life expectancy was barely 
three score years and five.  For Edward a whole new phase was 
opening up. He thought there might be speculative profit to 
be made from Wicklow’s historic copper mines around the 

Chapelwood Manor

Late 1930s at Ashdown with J B Priestman

e b tipping
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Avoca Valley in the south of the County. While the mines had 
long been in decline there was a brief resurgence in the 50s to 
mine sulphur. It was short-lived. Instead Tipping improved 
his estate and played more golf. He refurbished an extended 
house and built a walled rose garden, a rhododendron garden, 
a water garden set in a lake; and planted fruit trees within the 
wall of the little castle.8 He collected, and tinkered with clocks - 
over twenty - including eight grandfather clocks and built one 
using the propeller from his crashed BE2c. Alexis recalls how 
as a child he made her golf clubs, and was continually adjust-
ing his own.  He had a love for fast cars, and overturned one 
going to the golf club when quite elderly.  He is remembered at 
Royal Ashdown for his Bentley and a Bugatti. In the 1960’s he 
downsized by building Hollies Cottage on the Dunran estate 
with a huge landscaped garden.  Now called Wrenswood it is 
occupied by the Mattei family and has public open days. 

Yet more golf                                                                                    
Edward continued to play golf in his seventies. County 
Wicklow gave ample scope. Delgany was a short drive away. 
Pat Kenny of Woodenbridge Golf Club played regularly with 
Tipping in the 1960s while at Arklow Golf Club and thinks 
Edward was a member at Delgany. He remembers him as 
‘absolutely without pretension; always wore the same old knit-
ted pullover and corduroy trousers; never wore a hat or cap in 
any weather’. Kenny writes that Tipping had clearly been on 
conversational terms with the great in both professional and 
amateur golf in the 20s and 30s.9

Someone else knew Tipping well in those years. Now 
85, Paddy Lipsett is a past Captain and President of Arklow.  
He played regularly with him and recalls Edward being Mr. 
Tipping to everyone. He was always in plus-fours and in his 

bag he carried a driver, baffy, mashie, niblick, jigger and putter. 
He gave away his prize money for drinks, and was happy to 
play with anyone.10

The course along Arklow Bay and Head was designed 
and constructed in 1927 by Hawtree and Taylor; among the 
first of fifty courses they worked on. only Rosslare predated 
Arklow in their Eire commissions. The configuration of the 
dunes made shaping the course easy.  Paddy puts it: ‘all you 
needed was two barrows and a shovel’.10 Building this 18-hole 
course was easy but Nature also found it easy to destroy. After 
only nine years the fairways along the shoreline suffered sea 
damage from easterly gales - the southern end of the course 
had gone by 1938 and by 1943 only nine holes remained. In 
1966 the southern section was sold to the Roadstone Company 
who wanted to quarry for bluestone, and the fourth and fifth 
fairways were lost to allow transport to get to and from the site. 

Arklow redesigned
During this period Arklow was Edward Tipping’s home 
course. He became a country member in october 1964 while 
retaining Life membership at Royal Ashdown until 1978. He 
had a decisive influence on remodelling the course at Arklow. 
It seems likely from past encounters with the Royal Ashdown 
committee that he would have been courteous but forthright. 
The Suggestions Book at Royal Ashdown holds his regular 
requests and comments, including one biting criticism in 1929 
for not allowing grass and heather bunkers to be introduced.                                        
Happily the tide turned for Arklow with the purchase in 1970 
of a neighbouring farm, allowing the course to be extended 
inland and enabling two links type fairways to be constructed.  
Extensive erosion occurred again in the early 1990s and was 
resolved by Roadstone building a protective rampart along 

The 18th hole courtesy of Arklow Golf Club
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the whole length of the course in 1993.11 In its first sixty years, 
these distinctive seaside links had to be refashioned five times 
to the present yardage of 6,074.  

On the move again
Edward was now 86. The Irish government was increasing 
the tax take on farms and estates. Exasperated Edward and 
Alexis, together with his son William’s family, left in 1974 for 
Guernsey where the two families shared a large house and 
garden in Saint Peter Port. Edward senior and his wife Alexis 
died within a year of each other in 1979, aged 91. All four 
children migrated to the southern hemisphere: Alexis, Edward 
and Anne to Mackay, Queensland; Roger to South Africa.  
Edward’s trophies from Woodcote Park, Royal Ashdown, 
Walton Heath, and other places, adorn the mantelpiece at 
grandson Edward’s house and in pride of place is EB Tipping’s 
hole-in-one trophy from Walton Heath.
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A Post Card from Hoylake

Unposted - front of clubhouse in the days before a car park 
was required. Note size of wheels on the cart

Unposted - Scoreboard is for a Final, possibly the Amateur 
Championship, names unclear

Unposted - Open Championship June 20th 1913 Is this Braid and Vardon?

Posted 1920 Published for Holme Library Hoylake E Nicholson Posted September 1906  possibly the Amateur Championship



Irish Musings
by John Hanna

||

The Irish Open Championship 1928
at Royal County Down Golf Club

Despite the rather bazaar non-appearance of 
the great Walter Hagen the second Irish open 
Championship was played at the Royal County 
Down Golf Club in Newcastle, County Down, 

at the end of May. The organisers were the Golfing union 
of Ireland and a Championship Committee was composed 
of GuI officials and the officers of the RCD Golf Club. 
The committee was very pleased with the strong and 
interesting field which they attracted. As one member said 
’there are seven or eight players out there who are better 
player of shots than Hagen, but there isn’t one of them with 
the same grit!’ The unexpected appearance of Compston 
provided an early thrill. one wonders whether or not this 
had to do with Hagen’s withdrawal and any lasting feeling 
following their earlier match? While the entry was a fine 
one it was down on the previous year. There were many 
journalists present from the national press including some 
Americans; however, the non-arrival of Hagen seemed to 
send them away. The smaller number of players seemed 
to bother George Duncan, whose idea this championship 
was, and his play lacked his usual inspiration. In the end 
he became more cheerful and acknowledged that the event 
had been a great success. When the Royal County Down 
Golf Club agreed to host the second Championship they 
were offered the same guarantee against any loss similar 
to that given to Portmarnock the previous year. Thanks to 
good gate receipts and generous donations from affiliated 
clubs, which had readily responded to the request from the 
GuI to donate the equivalent of one ordinary member’s 
subscription to the championship fund, the Championship 
made a profit of £274 5s 4d. 

The Championship
When play began on Tuesday there was very heavy rain but 
by the afternoon there was suffocating heat. The galleries 
had been sparse in the morning but good crowds turned 
out for the afternoon. However, only four people, two of 

them officials, witnessed the best golf ever played over 
these links. Ernest Whitcombe, partnered by the famous 
long-hitting Irishman Dr J D MacCormack, broke the 
course record for the course which had been extended 
to 6,557 yards. He was described in the Northern Whig 
as ‘playing irreproachably throughout, never visiting any 
of the bunkers with which the course is honeycombed. 
His only semblance of a mistake was at the short 4th hole 
when he was over the green with his tee shot, short with 
his second and just failed to hole his chip for a bogey 3’. 
Whitcombe was out in 36, opening with six straight 4’s 
followed with 3, 4, and a 5. He came home in a phenomenal 
32 shots his card reading 3,4,3,4,3,4,2,4,5 giving him a total 
of 68. Considering the clubs and balls being used this must 
have been the equivalent of scoring a 29 in modern times. 
up to this point Henry Cotton, the English public school-
boy who had recently turned professional, had led the field 
with a brilliantly earned 73. This score was equalled later 
in the day by Abe Mitchell, Leo Holland, Jack o’Neill, H 
C Jolly and Henry’s brother Leslie Cotton. All tied in third 
place, one stroke better in second place was W H Davies.

After the second round the leading scores were:-
Ernest Whitcombe 68+69=137, Archie Compston 
75+69=144, Abe Mitchell 73+71=144, H C Jolly 
73+71=144, W H Davies 72+73=145, Charles Whitcombe 
73+73=146,Leo Wallace74+73=147 and C Sayner 75+72=147.

The eventual winner was Ernest Whitcombe whose 
new course record of 68 in the first round gave him a great 
start. His winning aggregate was 288 which was twenty-
two strokes less than that taken by Duncan the previous 
year. Archie Compston was second despite a last round of 
77. A curious feature of the Championship was the scores 
recorded at the 18th hole many of which were calamitous. 
one competitor scored 12, another 11, while Cotton 
himself took 9 to return a 75. The defending champion 
George Duncan was also a casualty and when asked for an 
explanation he stated, with some exasperation, that it was 
the most severely bunkered hole in Europe!

irish musings
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The Irish Golfer correspondent had this to say about the 
leaders. ‘The presence of Abe Mitchell was a great attraction. 
There is, of course, no better golfer and no better fellow than 
Abe Mitchell. He was evidently not in the best of health, but 
he pulled out some of his best golf so as not to disappoint the 
crowds. His fine wooden club play was especially admired and 
he won £65 of the prize money. It can be seen that although he 
had a bad round he also had excellent ones.

Ernest Whitcombe, from the very beginning, seemed to be 
playing with the greatest confidence and well within himself. 
His 68 and 69 on two consecutive rounds were amazing and 
had some putts dropped in, which sat on the very edge of the 
hole, we might have called his golf “fireworks”. As it was his 
golf was remarkable for there was scarcely a mistake and to 
that he owed his victory. He is a fine fellow and has apparently 
no nerves. Going to the last hole he said on the tee “Must 
avoid any Cotton mines here.” His brother Charles is a very 
fine golfer and both are capital putters.

Archie Compston was a huge attraction. In the practice 
rounds he played some very bad stuff, but he impressed when 
the real thing began. Even then he played many wild shots but 
usually recovered well. His golf is as spectacular as himself 
and he is always sure of a crowd. H C Jolly is physically and 
generally a fine type. In spite of his fine performance earlier in 
Leeds he did not draw the big galleries; but he was none the 
worse for this finishing third. Henry Cotton was the tragic 
figure at the meeting. In a round in which he wanted two fours 
for a 31 in the first nine he piled on the agony at the 18th where 
he took 9. Yet he finished in 75. Cotton takes his golf seriously 
and I fancy it will be a year or so before he produces the best 
that is in him. However, he finished among the leaders here at 
Newcastle. His brother Leslie, can also play good golf as his 73 
on the last day showed. 

What about the Irishmen? Alas they did not do as well as 
was hoped. The winner’s score of 288 was 18 shots better than 
Leo Wallace’s score and W Holley was one stroke worse. on 
310 was the amateur A W Briscoe while Willie Nolan figured 

on the 311 mark. 
There was a tie for leading amateur between A W Briscoe 

from Castlerea and John MacCormac (Hermitage), interest-
ingly, according to the rules; they should have played an 
18-hole medal round however MacCormac refused to play 
as he was to play in an exhibition match at Hermitage with 
Duncan and Mitchell. He retired and Mr Briscoe was awarded 
the prize. The latter did not like winning in this way and he 
offered to play the doctor at Portmarnock or anywhere but the 
Championship Committee had no alternative to award him 
the handsome silver salver. In the prize giving it should have 
been said that Dr MacCormack had tied and retired in favour 
of the man from Castlerea.

There was a huge crowd on the last day, the largest ever 
gallery to watch a gof event in Northern Ireland and it was 
reported that it was most orderly!

The final scores were:- 
Ernest Whitcombe 68+69+73+78 = 288  
Archie Compston   75+69+71+77 = 292
H C Jolly           73+73+71+79 = 296
Henry Cotton           73+75+73+78 = 299
Jack Smith, Charles Whitcombe and Abe Mitchell were 

all on 300.

 Royal County Down in 1928  L to R  Abe Mitchell, George 
Gadd, Ted Ray and James Ockenden

Abe Mitchell, winner, leaving 16th tee followed by spectators



 |  43

BGCS member Tommy Horton recalls 
the ‘Butten Boys’.

In the summer of 1963 I was walking to the first tee to play 
in the British Assistant Professionals’ Championship. 
Tony Martin, a fellow competitor, informed me if I 
finished in the top five I would earn an interview with a 

wealthy London businessman named Ernest Butten. Happily 
I finished tied for 4th place and was instructed to meet with 
the other young men at Sundridge Park G C in January 1964. 
Tony Martin had played with Mr Butten in a Pro-Am and he 
was impressed with way Tony played and met with him to 
discuss his plans. The four of us were sent to the best doctors in 
London, the best eye specialists and the best physical training 
experts. No stone was left unturned to find anyone who could 
help us be fit and strong for the journey ahead. Mr Butten had 
also employed a well-known Australian amateur golfer named 
Bill Edgar to be our manager. 

Mr Butten’s business was ‘business efficiency’ and he 
was involved in many of the biggest companies in the uK  
to improve their competitiveness. The company’s training 
headquarters was right in the centre of Sundridge Park. A 
new gymnasium was added for us and energy breakfasts and 
lunches were provided every day. Naturally the golfing world 
was interested to see if this form of training would be suc-
cessful .We had lots of publicity. over the first few months 
Tony Martin did not perform well and left the Butten Boys. 

Jim McAllister was married and feared he would be the next 
to go so he resigned only to find another sponsor who was 
not as disciplined. Sandy Wilson also left the group which left 
only me. Mr Butten decided to look for new players and this 
time he wanted big strong players as he felt the future of golf 
was one of ‘power golf ’. How right he was. Brian Barnes was a 
6’ 2”, a huge strong man from Somerset so he joined me. Alan 
Wilson and Iain Clark were also employed. They were also 
built like Barnes and long hitters. We were paid £15 a week and 
all our expenses for tournaments were paid. That winter Max 
Faulkner was employed as our new manager. He was a revela-
tion. He was a great player, a winner of many tournaments 
and the 1951 open Champion. We all made good progress and 
loved every minute with Max. He was an inspiration. 

on one of our visits to Royal St George’s the following 
spring we were introduced to a huge young man and a prodi-
gious hitter called Mike Ingham. Max was impressed with him 
and he became a Butten Boy.  We were all told at the beginning 
of the 1965 season that if we could finish in the top twelve in 
the order of Merit we would be sent to South Africa to play in 
the ‘Sunshine Tour’, a series of  six or seven events. This would 
give us tournament experience and the opportunity to practice 
in good weather compared to the cold and wet of the uK. 1965 
was a good year for me and I finished in 11th place but sadly 
for me Mr Butten decided that it would be unfair for just one  
of us to go so it was back to Sundridge Park. Towards the end 

continued on page 45

butten boys
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Letter from America
by Brown Ale

After a run of almost twenty years Andrew 
Crewe’s Dayton Collectors’ Meeting made a 
seismic shift this year moving from an early 
January date to early March.  originally at the 

Dayton Airport Inn (recently razed) it moved to the Holiday 
Inn Holidome south of Dayton in 1996.   It’s still at the same 
property, which is currently a Quality Inn, but is now avoiding 
the bad weather in the dead of winter.  Attendance was very 
good; it’s always difficult to get people to adapt to a new date.  
Dayton has always been the second largest show after the GCS 
“National Meeting.”  There were years past when as many as a 
dozen BGCS members would fly in for the festivities.  The soft 
collectibles market and higher air fares reduced that number 
to nil.

This coming November, the National Meeting will return 
to Las Vegas, details are on the GCS site (www.golfcollectors.
com).  It is the Society’s second visit to the Suncoast Resort 
and Hotel just north of the Vegas strip.  Chicago is on the 
schedule for autumn, 2015 and a return to the Pheasant Run 
Resort west of the “City of Broad Shoulders.” 

The uS open returns to Pinehurst, North Carolina in 
mid-June after successful Championships in 1999 and 2005.  
This year’s extravaganza has the added caché of being the first 
week of a blockbuster two-week double bill.  Immediately fol-
lowing the men the women take over the same golf course for 
their uSGA National Championship.  While there certainly 
are economic advantages to having two high profile events 
back to back at the same location, the uSGA’s primary objec-
tive was to compare the men’s and women’s games at the same 
time, same course, same conditions.  Granted, the women’s 
yardage will be slightly less but otherwise the course will 
maintain the same set-up.
Pinehurst has the added distinction of being the second 
public accessible course to host an open.  In reality Pebble 
Beach, the first, and Pinehurst are high-tag resort courses 
with financial limitations to course access – like a high priced 
room at the inn.  However, Mike Davis of the uSGA told me, 
after the 1999 open, that Pinehurst, for a variety of reasons, 
was a very favorable facility for hosting a national champion-
ship.  It has plenty of real estate (seven other golf courses), 
experience hosting high profile golf tournaments (the 1994 
uS Senior open and the 2008 uS Amateur and a century of 

North-South Amateurs), event support infrastructure, its own 
marketing group and other amenities.  And then there is its 
“#2” golf course, a Top 10 track in the uSA if not the world 
for decades.  one would be astute to assume these will not 
be the last uSGA Championships down at the Village in the 
Carolina sandhills.
Bear in mind as you view it on the telly that the original 
Pinehurst courses had little or no grass.  The new waste areas 
with their clumps of wire grass are what the entire course 
looked like in its earliest days.  The greens had sand putting 
surfaces until 1920, a far cry from today’s handsomely verdant 
setting. 

The antithesis of the uS open might be the Toledo (ohio) 
Bayveiw Seniors Golf Course.  A former municipal facility 
built in the early 1920s, the city stopped maintenance on the 
course around 2000 as an expense reduction measure.  With 
the disused course almost completely overgrown a group of 
local retirees rolled up their sleeves and brought the course 
back into use with volunteer labor.  It’s been back in business 
for the last decade, the price is a reasonable $4.00 per round 
(11-holes) and those stalwarts who volunteer their time to do 
the mowing and maintenance pay nothing.  The only catch 
is that players must be over 50 years of age.  The artisan club 
concept never materialized here like it did in Britain but in 
these times of economic uncertainly the Bayview model may 
be an attractive alternative to final closure.

A new web site has popped up on the Internet devoted to 
playing hickory golf.  Set up and maintained by Chris McIntyre 
of San Diego, California, the site www.auldgolfer.com explores 
the many aspects to playing hickory golf including instruc-
tion, a rundown of different events, equipment restoration 
techniques, Chris’s blog and players’ personal reminiscences.  
There are embedded videos of club restoration techniques and 
a library of digitized golf books written by great golfers of the 
early 20th century.  overall the site is very slick with loads of 
interesting if not valuable information. 

My good friend Bill Fields, 20+ years at (uS) Golf World, 
recently released a book titled Arnie, Seve and a Fleck of Golf 
History.  In his travels Bill has come to know a great many 
people in the golf business and in his anecdotal stories and 
the acknowledgements he names some familiar names.  With 
quite a bit of ink on Arnie, the name Alastair Johnston pops 
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up regularly (in a complimentary way).  Rives McBee, Curt 
Sampson, Geoff Shackelford and the late Ross Goodner are 
recognizable as GCSers.  Ben Crenshaw wrote the foreword.

The passing of John Sherwood was certainly a sad event 
in the continuum of both the BGCS and the GCS.  I suspect 
there are few members as well known on both sides of the 
pond as was John, Kirkwood included.  His frequent trips to 
the States and his retail activity made him a regular fixture 
at our meetings. For those of us who have been hickory golf 
practitioners for at least a quarter century I doubt there is one 
among us that doesn’t have a Sherwood-supplied club in his 
bag or collection.  He was the hickory club conduit between 
Britain and the Americas and as such performed a very valu-
able service to collectors over here.

My own favorite anecdotal reminiscence of John was from 
one of the early Mid Pines hickory tournaments.  John and 
I were partnered.  From second shots on the tenth hole we 
somehow played each other’s ball before discovering the error 
while approaching the twelfth green.  Disqualifications ensued 
though John was very good natured about it, as usual.   
Additional necrology includes three formerly active GCS 
members:  Bob Lucas, formerly Chicago but of late in Arizona, 
Joe Garrity from Rhode Island and Arlie Morris, a retired pro-
fessional from Northern California that frequently drove east 
to attend East Coast events.  They were gentlemen and true 
collectors, the type of which makes up the core of the Society.

From our literary and archive departments I just picked up 
on an interesting fact.  The late American author John updike, 
famous for chronicling his countless life experiences in fac-
tual and fictional form, has his papers archived at Harvard 
university.  This voluminous trove of printed information 
enshrined forever includes his golf scorecards.  With future 
golf writing fame on the threshold and my university anxious 
(?) to archive my papers should I begin signing my scorecards 
“Brown Ale”?

May the bounces all go your way this summer.
Brown Ale

An early sand putting green at Pinehurst. North Carolina

of the year Mr Butten had been trying to introduce some of 
his business efficiency methods into the group. This annoyed 
Max, so he left. 

During the two years I had been a Butten Boy I had learned 
so much which benefited me and the other lads. Not only had 
we learned how to look after ourselves but we had learned how 
to monitor our progress by measuring fairways hit, greens hit, 
how many times we got up and down, how many putts we had 
taken and many other things we had not done before. We also 
learned how far each club hit the ball – all the things the pro’s 
do now. We even had a marvellous man to give us ‘speech 
training’ so we could communicate properly and make an 
intelligent ‘winner’s speech. Very few sports do that even now.

After the disappointment of not being sent to South Africa 
I resigned from the group and went back to the club where I 
had been Assistant and sold twenty £50 shares in myself which 
enabled me to travel to South Africa for January and February 
1966.  The remaining Butten Boys stayed for a year or two but 
Brian Barnes also left in the spring of 1966. I look back on 
those two years with enormous pleasure and with thanks to 
Mr Butten. He gave me the opportunity to play tournament 
golf at a time when I was struggling to make a living as an 
Assistant professional. In February of this year I contacted all 
the former Butten Boys (apart from Alan Robertson who had 
sadly died) and suggested we get together for a 50th reunion. 
James Finneghan of the European Tour brought this to the 
attention of his boss George o’Grady, who invited us to 
Wentworth (Tour HQ), put us up in rooms of the Wemtworth 
Club and entertained us to dinner in the Ryder Cup Room. 
Several of the European Tour Hierarchy was there along with 
one or two pressmen and European TV people. It was indeed 
a memorable evening with Peter Alliss recounting some of 
his discussions with his old pal Ernest Butten. We all drank a 
toast to “EB” as we all knew him. He was indeed away ahead 
of his time and gave us a marvellous opportunity to follow the 
dream of all young golfers.

Tommy would like to let all BGCS members know that he 
will be hosting Harry Vardon tours in Jersey later this year. 
These will be part of the celebrations to mark the 100th anni-
versary of Vardon’s 6th win in the open Championship. Three 
days will be spent soaking up the history of not just Vardon but 
also Aubrey and Percy Boomer  and a chance to view Vardon 
and Ted Ray memorabilia as well as golf at La Moye and Royal 
Jersey. The cost is £569 which will also include an evening meal 
at Tommy’s house and a chance to view his memorabilia. 

For more details contact chris.evans @citravelgroup.com

carried over from page 43

letter from america

____________________________________________ 
While the Editor would welcome new articles as early 
as possible please note that the last copy date for the 

September TTG is the 15th August
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Abandoned Golf Courses Part 2

Richard Craig
looks at the lost courses of  Tayside (Perthshire)

Perth has a strong golf history. In 1502 King James IV 
of Scotland (1473-1513), a keen golfer, bought clubs 
from a Perth bow maker. It seems likely that golf must 
have been played at this time around Perth possibly 

on the North Inch and in 1604 the records of the Kirk Session 
reported that six boys were reprimanded for playing golf at 
this site on a Sunday (digital.nls.uk/golf-in-scotland). The 
ban on Sunday golf lasted well into the mid 20th century 
because of religious beliefs.  This led to some golfers in the 
years around 1900 purchasing ‘Sunday Sticks’ (see Figure 18).  
These fun walking sticks were scaled down versions of real 
golf clubs that had handles shaped as small golf club heads. 
This allowed the golfer to have a swing on the Sunday during 
a quiet stroll.

The Early Years (Pre-19th Century Sites)
Today golf is still played on part of the North Inch although 
the current course has expanded north into farming ground 
and the south half has been converted into recreation ground. 
The second edition of the ordnance Survey map depicts 
the golf course as being enclosed by a race course which is 
depicted on John Wood’s 1823 plan on the City of Perth. Golf 
must have been played more or less within the boundaries 
of the race course much like the old Course, Musselburgh 
Links, today.

It has been suggested that golf was played by Mary Queen 
of Scots (1542-1587) on the South Inch and that it was the first 
place in Scotland where a course was laid out. The evidence is 
hazy but it seems likely that golf was played here throughout 
the 17th and 18th Centuries. Perth Golfing Society, founded 1824, 
originally used the South Inch but moved to the North Inch 
in 1833. Golf on the South Inch soon died out ceasing around 
the 1850s (www.golfsmissinglinks.co.uk). The footprint of the 
area used for golf has been retained in the public park which 
now occupies the site but there are no upstanding remains. 

Scotland’s first golf boom (19th-20th Century Sites)
Many golf clubs in existence today were established around 
the late 19th/early 20th century. Most of these clubs are still 
at their original location with their course developing over 
the years. But some clubs moved location, abandoning their 
original courses, with a few leaving tantalising traces of their 
existence behind.  The footprint of the original Kinross Golf 
Club, founded 1884, is retained by Kirkgate Park along the 
shores of Loch Leven. There are no visible course features, 
something typical of most of the former golf course locations, 
with Delvine House being the only course known to have 
upstanding remains in Perthshire.

Ballathie House, Perthshire was extended and modernised 

Figure 1: Sunday Stick by A H Scott, Elie, circa 1910 Figure 2: Delvine House, Golf Course, 
 Crown Copyright RCAHMS  SC 1325616.
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by Sir Stewart Coats who bought the house in 1910. Around 
this time he employed Ben Sayers, a prominent golf profes-
sional, to design a 9-hole golf course (wikipedia.org/wiki/
Ballathie_House). This golf course occupied the parkland to 
the south-west of the house and the adjoining field border-
ing Ballathie Wood. The golf course is not depicted on any 
ordnance Survey map but remains can be traced on an aerial 
photograph taken just after the Second World War. Maintained 
tees, greens and grass bunkers are all visible on this image. The 
following year, 1947, the course appears dormant and the tees 
and greens are impossible to distinguish but some of the grass 
bunkers are still visible. By 1972, when the site is photographed 
by the ordnance Survey, all trace of the course has gone except 
for the course’s footprint. 

At Delvine House policies, just over 2 miles to the north 
west of Ballathie House, is one of the few relict golf courses 
in Perthshire where there are upstanding remains due to the 
course being located over the protected archaeological site of 
Inchtuthil Roman Fort (see figure 2). A ditch of the Roman 
Fort dissects the picture with small semi-circular bunkers 
scattered throughout and a green on the right by the trees.

The course occupied most of the parkland to the south-
east of the house and was enclosed by a tree plantation. It was 
most likely commissioned by Hugh Hogarth who acquired 
Delvine Estate in 1921. The first mention of a golf course on 
a Perth valuation rolls is the 1930-1931 roll and the last on the 
1946-1947 roll. This short lived golf course was enjoyed by 
many as mentioned in Hugh Hogarth’s obituary (7/7/1954) and 
it also records that the land was turned over to agricultural use 
for WW2. (Source: John Watson, Work Experience Student, 
Perth and Kinross Council Archive). 

The course must have been restored immediately after the 

war as it is shown on an aerial photograph taken in 1946 (see 
Figure 3). Some of the holes can be worked out (see figure 5) 
although the complete layout of the course is unclear. A small 
circular starter’s box with an adjacent tee ground is visible just 
south of the site of Delvine House. This building would be 
similar in style to the home of Bruntsfield Short Hole Golf 
Course, Edinburgh (see figure 4). 

This tee must have been for the first hole which followed 
the line of the trees on the east to a well bunkered green 
located beside an avenue shown on the Royal Military Survey 
of Scotland map, an 18th century map of the entire Scottish 
mainland. The teeing ground on the west appears to have been 
used for the final hole, a well bunkered hole which goes north 
towards the starter’s box. This teeing ground may also have 
been used for a long hole which goes east to a green protected 
by three bunkers and the ditch of the Roman fort. Just south 
of this green are two teeing grounds, one for a short hole going 
west with the green located by a small clump of trees. The rest 
of the layout is unclear. However it is possible to surmise that a 
further hole went south west to a bunkered green from a tee on 
the east. Perhaps a teeing ground is located next to this green 
as there is a possible short hole leading north east. There may 
also have been a dog-leg hole on the west. 

on the ground most of the golf course features shown 
on the aerial image are easily identifiable. Bunkers survive 
as grassed over semi-circular raised mounds (see Figure 5), 
tees as small raised platforms although the definition of some 
of the greens have been lost in the grassland. The prominent 
remains of the bunkers hint at a quality course where money, 
time and effort were spent in its construction and upkeep.   

Whitemoss Golf Club, Dunning, formed in 1994 by a 
farmer, Vic Westwood, and family closed on the 26th   of 

Figure 3: 1946 aerial photograph of Delvine House’s golf 
course. Crown Copyright NCAP_108G_UK_3051_4254

Figure 4: Bruntsfield Short Hole Golf Course, Edinburgh, 
Starter’s Box
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November 2011 due to retirement. The Club had been 
successful with around 350 members and regular medal 
competitions but the course has now been turned over 
to sheep grazing (www.golfsmissinglinks.co.uk).  The 
features of this modern golf course are still recognisable 
and the fairways have not been ploughed meaning that, at 
some point in the future, it could be returned to a playable 
course.

Perthshire Summary
The importance that Perthshire has in the history of golf 
can easily be overlooked by the casual observer. The strong 
historic links are well documented but less so are the sites 
lost to the game. Perthshire has at least 29 former golf sites 
which have been identified through historical sources. 20 of 
these sites have no visible remains in the current landscape 
with the footprint of 5 retained and 2 with upstanding golf 
course features. The County is fortunate to have such a well 
preserved pre-WW2 site at Delvine Estate where Roman 
Fort and designed landscape features have been used in 
the layout of the course. This fossilised course provides an 
accurate example for the size of greens, bunkers and tees of 
a 1930s course.

Conclusion
The study selected golf course sites that reflect the social and 
economic history of Scotland. Travel was becoming easier 
and cheaper for people in the early 20th century which led to 
the building of large hotels with attached golf courses, like 
Turnberry opened in 1906. Smaller hotels copied this idea 
and opened and maintained smaller golf courses adjacent 
to their premises with the wish to encourage visitors to 
the location. People’s holiday habits changed in the 1950s 
and with increasing maintenance costs it is perhaps not 
surprising these golf courses closed.  

Private golf courses also began to be established in the 

early 20th century because rich country house owners had 
disposable income which could be used to create and fund the 
maintenance of a layout. These courses are likely to be short 
lived for many reasons but most likely because money would 
run out and interest would wane by the owner or his family. 

Military golf courses are equally likely to be short lived 
because they are most likely started by high up military 
personnel who order the construction of such a facility. once 
these people have retired it is unlikely that the military would 
want to continue paying for the upkeep of a remote course. 
Lunatic asylum golf courses are part of a 19th century move-
ment for sport which eventually became seen as an out dated 
idea. 

Increased leisure time for people in the early 20th century 
led to the creation of members clubs.  Failure of these clubs 
may be because the lease runs out on the ground and a new 
and improved location is found elsewhere. Membership 
levels may decrease and the Club simply runs out of money 
or their land becomes earmarked for a development and they 
are forced to move. Clubs may also have been created in a 
poor location or simply as temporary recreation facilities for 
a community.  

Many relict golf courses have had lifespans of thirty to 
forty years and leave no traces behind. Recently study is turn-
ing to these sites and researchers are beginning to create a 
golfing map of courses at the turn of the 19th and first half of 
the 20th centuries. Former clubhouses are often well built and 
are converted into other uses and survive to this day. 

Well preserved golfing sites from the early 20th Century are 
rare in Scotland as the land is usually turned back to agricul-
ture which tends to remove any signs of the golf course layout. 
This makes the surviving sites especially important as they 
are a snapshot in time and give us an unparalleled insight into 
early courses designed with layouts and hazards to be negoti-
ated by golfers with rubber-cored balls, hickory and early steel 
shafted clubs. 

Figure 5: Plan of Golf Course, Delvine House. Key: Starter’s 
box is brown, teeing grounds are red, bunkers are yellow, 

greens are green and layout is blue. c Next Perspectives 2013 
Licensed to RCAHMS for PGA, through Next Perspectives

Figure 6: Delvine House, former bunker
Crown copyright RCAHMS DP 172137
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Gazeteer of Golf Sites in Perthshire

Useful Further Reading
Websites
Golf in Scotland: digital.nls.uk/golf-in-scotland/index.html
Golf Missing Links: www.golfsmissinglinks.co.uk
Scottish Golf: www.scottishgolf.org/go/about-us
Visit Scotland: www.visitscotland.org/default.aspx?page=628
Wikipedia.org: wikipedia.org/wiki/Ballathie_House
Publications
Baillie, Simon J (1995) The Private World of Cammo
Stell, G (2010) orkney at War: Defending Scapa Flow, Volume 
1 World War 1
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From the Editor

I hope you enjoy this June issue of Through the Green.  once 
again I would like to thank on your behalf the various con-
tributors for providing a wide range of interesting articles. I 
would welcome many more contibutors and as Editor I would 
encourage some new members to make their contribution 
to the Society magazine. Articles relating to the collecting of 
golf memorabilia are always welcomed by members and these 
could be about a collecting theme or a more personal look at 
some collecting experience or collection.
I would also like to thank the proof-readers John Butler 
(uSA), Bill Druce and Hamish Ewan for their valuable con-
tribution to TTG.
As mentioned elsewhere it is hoped to reduce the cost of 
postage by eliminating the widespread use of ‘flyers’ so please 
make sure you keep up-to-date with Forthcoming Events on 
the BGCS website where entry forms may be downloaded.
The new Honorary Treasurer is looking at means of paying 
subscriptions including the use of Direct Debit hoping to 
make it easier for members to pay their subscriptions.
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People had played golf for more than three hundred 
years before there was a written account of how to 
design a golf course.  It wasn’t until 1889, late in the 
Victorian Age, that Horace G. Hutchinson wrote 

what appears to be the first published recommendations for 
“laying-out a golf course”.  Hutchinson offered specific sugges-
tions for the length of holes, the location of bunkers and other 
details.  other commentators soon followed Hutchinson’s 
lead.  Among the most prominent in Britain during the 1890’s 
were Garden G. Smith, H S C Everard, Harold H Hilton, James 
Anderson, J  H Taylor and Willie Park, Jr.  Arriving later to the 
scene were Walter J Travis and Devereux Emmet in America.

Historians have given these early commentaries little 
attention.  The following will try to fill that void, in part 
because the commentaries provide needed context to our 
understanding of hundreds of golf courses built in the last 
decades of the nineteenth century, courses often dismissed 
today as primitive.  But Victorian courses seem primitive 
only if you know, as we moderns do, the direction golf archi-
tecture would take later.  Without the benefit of hindsight, 
Victorians were generally pleased with the way their courses 
were designed, seeing them as reflecting the latest and best 
thinking about golf architecture.

These commentaries also help make sense of a turning 
point in golf architecture – the emergence of ‘strategic’ design 
principles that would go on to dominate thinking about golf 
architecture.  At the dawn of the Edwardian Age a group of 
mostly younger, mostly university-educated amateurs saw 
Victorian golf courses as object lessons in how not to design 
a golf course.  It was by contrast with ideas advanced by 
Hutchinson and others that these Edwardians first defined 
their new design principles.  More than a century on, those 
principles remain as relevant as ever and when challenged 
(as they sometimes are), modern debates tend to retrace, to a 
remarkable degree, the same issues debated at the turn of the 
last century. 

Victorians saw golf courses as coming in two basic types.  
There were seaside courses built in sandy soils, and there were 
inland courses built in parklands, heathlands or moorlands 
usually in clay soils.  The two settings, then and now, tend to 
have different landforms, flora and turf.  Seaside courses were 
seen to have features more ‘natural’ to golf such as dunes, sand 

Late Victorian Golf Architecture 
and the ‘Crack Golfer’

Bob Crosby takes a look at some early golf architecture principles

blowouts, whins, gorse and mixes of bent and fescue grasses 
that thrive in linksland settings.  Inland courses had fewer 
advantages.  Stands of trees, shrubs and heather often needed 
to be cleared, and ‘cop’ bunkers were trenched.  ‘Chocolate 
drop’ mounds often dotted the landscape; greens tended to be 
flat and square.  Heavy soils made drainage a challenge.  until 
agronomic technologies improved in the twentieth century 
the conditioning of inland courses was an on-going headache. 

Given their many dissimilarities, one would be forgiven 
for thinking that inland and seaside courses were based on dif-
ferent architectural models.  That, however, was not the case.  
The divide between seaside and inland courses was taken by 
Hutchinson and others during the era.as being mainly about 
their different physical settings, not the design ideas that 
informed them.  Hutchinson was quite clear on the point, 
writing that his “remarks… are true alike for seaside links 
and upland downs”.  Whatever the differences in their physical 
settings, Victorians believed inland and seaside courses were 
answerable to the same architectural standards.

There was a broad consensus in the 1890s about those 
standards.  The architect’s charge was to build courses that 
assured that bad shots received their “condign punishments” 
in order to “properly advantage” better shots.  Golfing pun-
ishments should “fit the crime”, understood in the sense that 
the worse the shot the more severe the punishment.  It was a 
commonsense formula based notions of sporting fairness.  If 
players got away with bad shots, if foozles escaped punish-
ment and thereby reduced the payoff for good shots, the hole’s 

A cop bunker at Mid-Surrey
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design was thought to be suspect.
Victorians called such failed holes ‘levelers’ due to their 

propensity to ‘level’ the results of good and bad play.  The anti-
dote to the leveler was believed to be holes of certain lengths.  
Hutchinson called it the “Procrustean Axiom” of golf design 
that a good hole should be long enough to require multiples 
of “full drives” to reach the green.  Thus a good “three shot 
hole” (in modern parlance, a par five) should be long enough 
to require three well hit, full shots to reach the putting surface.  
Circa 1900 the length of a good three shot hole was taken to 
be about 480 yards.  Full shot multiples also applied to the 
lengths of ‘two shot’ and ‘one shot’ holes whose recommended 
yardages at the time were approximately 370 yards and 180 
yards respectively.

The key to the Procrustean Axiom was the “distance 
penalty” it imposed on missed or indifferent shots.  on 
holes satisfying the axiom, a golfer missing a shot will take 
more strokes to reach the green than an opponent who did 
not miss a shot, thus ‘advantaging’ the better player.  Holes 
of such lengths were taken to be the single most important 
factor in assuring ‘fair’ playing outcomes, the mark of a well-
designed golf course.  The special standing of the old Course, 
for example, was attributed by Victorian commentators to the 
large number of its holes that satisfied the Procrustean Axiom. 
Hutchinson noted:  

It is the very great merit of the St. Andrews’s [sic] course 
that it gives in so many instances a distinct advantage to two 
well–hit balls over a sequence of a well-hit and indifferently 
hit ones. The former reach the putting green in two; the latter 
require another little iron stroke at the end of them to help 
them there. 

Garden Smith’s 1898 book The World of Golf is typical of the 
importance placed on hole lengths at the time Smith set out 
detailed tables showing the distribution of hole lengths on five 
famous links courses.  Based on his tables Smith concluded 
that that old Course had the most holes of the proper length 
among the courses reviewed, a finding he took accounting for 
why the old Course was the game’s premier championship 
venue. 

Beyond its perceived ability to produce ‘fair’ playing out-
comes, the Procrustean Axiom also offered answers to other 
architectural questions.  The simplicity of the concept meant 
that less was left to the skill of a particular architect or the 
vagaries of a given terrain, making the planning and construc-
tion of new golf courses more predictable and less expensive.  
Since crooked shots were already penalized for their loss of 
distance, there was less need to build hazards at the sides of 
holes.  If windy conditions made some holes too long or too 
short, the use of different tees was recommended.

But the Procrustean Axiom had an Achilles Heel.  In an 
era in which golf courses were rarely irrigated, a topped ball 
might roll out as far as one that is well hit, thereby evading 
the axiom’s distance penalty. The Victorian solution to 
the problem was the cross hazard. To counter the threat of 

‘scuttled’ shots ‘leveling’ the results of bad and good shots, it 
was thought necessary to have hazards that required airborne 
carries.  The best of such hazards (whether a bunker, sand hill, 
gorse or burn) straddled the entire width of a fairway, making 
their circumvention on the ground all but impossible.  

The ubiquitous cross bunkers on Victorian golf courses 
are thus best understood not as primitive, untutored attempts 
at hazard-building, but rather as hazards purpose-built to 
safeguard the Procrustean Axiom’s distance penalty.  That was 
their historical context and how they should be understood.  
To be sure, there were disagreements about how severe they 
should be.  There were concerns that some cross bunkers 
looked too artificial.  There were conflicting views about how 
far they should be placed from tees and how close to greens.  
But there was no disagreement in the Victorian literature 
about the importance of cross hazards.

In a sport that delights in argument, the Victorian con-
sensus about hole lengths and cross hazards is striking.  There 
were no meaningful debates about their central role in golf 
course design during 1890’s.  Hutchinson claimed no original-
ity for the idea, averring that “in real truth in this enunciation 
[I] was no originator but only the mouthpiece of the general 
golfing sense”.  That “general golfing sense” appears to have 
been a settled matter before and during the 1890’s, so much so 
that the importance of hole lengths and cross hazards were, 
in Fred Hawtree’s felicitous phrase, the “normal view” of any 
self-respecting Victorian commentator or architect. (I will 
adopt Hawtree’s phrase as a shorthand.) 

That broad consensus was reflected in the designs of highly 
regarded courses built at the turn of the last century.  The 1901 
iteration the Chicago Golf Club shows how the tenets of the 
Normal View were applied in a parkland setting.  Designed 
by Charles B MacDonald this early version of Chicago ticked 
all the boxes of good Victorian golf design.  Holes were the 
requisite lengths.  Cross bunkers stretched across almost every 
fairway.  There were relatively few ‘wing’ hazards (justified on 
the grounds that off-line shots, having been penalized once 
for loss of distance, did not require further punishment).  
Finally, fairways were quite wide (most between sixty and 
eighty yards wide, almost double the width of most modern 
fairways) to assure that shots that carried cross bunkers were 



52  |  Through the Green ·  June 2014

rewarded with “good lies”.  However rudimentary Chicago 
circa 1901 might appear to us today, at the time it represented 
the cutting-edge in golf architecture. 

Royal St Georges’ location on the Kent seacoast has 
little in common with Chicago’s parkland setting, but the 
design principles that guided William Laidlaw Purves there 
were similar to those that guided MacDonald at Chicago.  
Sandwich’s sand blow-outs, dunes and burns served the same 
architectural purpose as Chicago’s artificial cross bunkers.  The 
most massive of Sandwich’s cross hazards no longer exist – the 
Sahara bunker on the third hole, the Maiden on the sixth and 
the Hades bunker on the eighth were filled (or holes rerouted 
to bypass them) by the early 1920’s – but in the day they 
demanded frighteningly long, difficult carries.  Those old cross 
hazards, together with a burn traversing the fourteenth (the 
Suez Hole), and other cross bunkers (some of which still exist), 
made Sandwich circa 1905 a model for the Normal View.  

Conversely, courses that did not tick all the Victorian boxes 
came in for criticism.  Even the old Course, while praised for 
its hole lengths, was nonetheless marked down by Hutchinson, 
Garden Smith, Harold Hilton, J H Taylor, and Harry Vardon 
for its paucity of cross hazards.  In that regard Smith observed 
that: 

Though St. Andrews may thus be held to be the most dif-
ficult of the championship courses, it does not follow that it is 
necessarily the best golf links… [Its] bunkers… have not the 
formidable characteristics of those at Sandwich and Prestwick, 
and they are not so distributed that long carries are usually 

necessary for their negotiation.
Criticisms of the High Hole out (the Eden hole) highlight 

such concerns. Taylor, Vardon and Sandy Herd did not like 
the eleventh because “it could be played with a putter”; that is, 
it lacked a cross bunker to catch topped shots.  Harold Hilton 
criticized the hole for the same reason. A nonplussed C B 
MacDonald, recalling a conversation with Hilton, wrote that 
“the 11th hole at St. Andrews … is berated vigorously by some 
able exponents of the game. Mr. H H Hilton said to me it could 
be a good hole if a cross bunker was put in and Strath Bunker 
closed.  Heaven forbid!” 

By the early 1900’s the Normal View had dominated com-
mentary about golf architecture since that commentary had 
first appeared.  Looking over a cloudless horizon, its future 
seemed bright indeed.  There was but to apply its key princi-
ples in the design of hundreds of new golf courses planned for 
“England and other foreign lands”. And then, seemingly out 
of nowhere, all that changed. 

It is impossible to resist noting that the beginning of the 
end of Victorian golf architecture can be dated to the same 
week Queen Victoria died.  In the January 18, 1901 issue of Golf 
Illustrated an article titled ‘Class Golf ’, authored by the pseu-
donymous “Crack Golfer”, began by reciting the era’s common 
wisdom about the importance of proper hole lengths: ..the 
quality which makes a Golf course a test of class play is not an 
inherent quality in the Golf course itself, but has to do almost 
entirely with the …regulation and adjustment of the length of 
the various holes.

The Crack Golfer then observed that since there was 
broad agreement about proper hole yardages, those yardages 
should be set by rule.  The lengths of holes having certain “par” 
designations should be regulated.  The dreaded ‘leveler hole’ 
might be thereby legislated out of existence; handicaps would 
be more transparent and the quality of golf courses would be 
improved.  In short, given the Crack Golfer’s confidence in the 
state of architectural knowledge circa 1901, he believed it was 
now time to standardize golf courses.

Cricket, tennis, football, etc., have all their boundaries and 
prescribed limits of distance; yet Golf, a game whose character 

John Laing Low
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almost entirely depends upon the way in which different 
distances have been arranged and fixed, has not only no rule, 
but not even a generally recognised custom in the matter… If 
Golf courses were constructed upon some definite principle 
as regards length of holes…we should have greater uniformity, 
not only in Golf courses, but also among players and their 
handicaps.

Garden Smith, then editor of Golf Illustrated, took the 
Crack Golfer’s proposal as a call for opinions about the “best 
and most difficult” holes.  His call spawned a range of hole 
nominations from virtually every prominent golfer of the 
era.  Hutchinson, Hilton, Everard and Taylor responded with 
essays in which they discussed the reasons for their hole 
choices.  And though they chose different ‘best’ holes, they all 
affirmed the Crack Golfer’s basic premise that the Procrustean 
principle’s distance penalty, when abetted by appropriate cross 
hazards, were the keys to good golf course design. 

There was, however, a dissenting voice.  In what was 
perhaps the first significant public criticism of Victorian golf 
architecture, John Laing Low charged into the discussion by 
taking on the era’s most fundamental beliefs about golf design. 
He noted that the standard Victorian line on golf design 
rested on certain assumptions about how the game was best 
played, assumptions Low thought sold golf short.  The “ideal 
game”, Low argued, consisted of more than “hitting a ball 
over a mark”.  The game at its best was better conceived, Low 
observed, by simply watching how good golfers played the 
eleventh and seventeenth holes at the old Course:

… [W]hen even these greatest of all players approach 
the teeing ground of the eleventh or seventeenth holes at St. 
Andrews …it is worth while watching the play. Now some-
thing has to be risked, and moreover, most important from 
a philosophical point of view, the risk is self-imposed. The 
position of the match, the chances of success, and perhaps the 
nature of the opponent’s previous shot, have all to be taken 
into account. The game has risen from the merely physical 
and mechanical, and has become as well philosophical and 
strategical. It is hinted that such holes are slightly “unfair,” as 
a shot which is very nearly a good one may yet get punished. 
If they are “unfair, then I say by all means, let us have more 
“unfair” holes.

Low was seeking nothing less than a root and branch 
rethinking of golf architecture.  The beginning point for that 
makeover was to recast the work of hazards.  They should be 
not merely obstacles to be carried, but rather obstacles to be 
negotiated for the purpose of making the next shot easier. To 
that end, Low argued for the replacement of cross bunkers 
with “more bunkers, far more bunkers” placed at the sides of 
fairways and closer to greens. 

The player should, in my view, have to steer his way 
through the hazards of the course, playing each shot in fear 
and trembling. He should, moreover, have to go near the haz-
ards, so closely should they gird his path. At present the crack 
just hits, with a light heart, over the dangers of the course, and 

his ball is never nearer a bunker than when, forty feet in the 
air, it soars gaily onward.

Low’s take on golf architecture was adopted with aston-
ishing rapidity.  over the next several years Harry Colt, 
Tom Simpson, Herbert Fowler and Alister MacKenzie, each 
of whom acknowledged an indebtedness to Low, went on 
to design golf courses that still rank among the best in the 
world.  The ascendency of Low’s ideas was so complete that 
by 1919 Harold Hilton, still lamenting the passing of the older 
Victorian design paradigms, wrote:

It is not a little remarkable that …the cross bunker has been 
gradually disappearing from all courses, and the links archi-
tect of the present day is inclined to fashion his work more on 
the standard of the time-honored links of St. Andrews than 
on any other standard.  Nearly every new course of recent 
date has the imprint of St. Andrews upon it, and according to 
present day requirements, the classic course probably stands 
as the finest model in existence;…

A detailed look at Low’s approach to architecture is beyond 
the scope of this essay.  My aim here is the more limited one of 
clarifying key Victorian design principles.  The Crack Golfer 
and his cohort thought those principles answered the most 
important architectural questions.  Holes of the right lengths 
defended by well-placed cross hazards were taken to be the 
keys to a good golf course.  That is, until early in 1901 when 
John Low gave golf something golf didn’t think it needed  — a 
sweeping, elegant new way to think about golf architecture, 
one that would soon lead to a new kind of golf course.

Crossing the Sahara, Royal St George’s Golf Course

________________________________________________
The Editor has received reports from Scotland that the current 
Scottish Hickory Champion is a man of many parts and has 
been seen recently in ‘The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas.’  
Before too many eyebrows are raised this was a Musical 
Production held in the Carnegie Hall in Dunfermline. Willie 
Tanner, was one of the Principals taking part. Among the 
invited guests were the Captain and Honorary Treasurer of 
the BGCS, with their wives Gillian and Ida. Willie has been a 
member of the Kelty Musical Association since 1994. 
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When I first saw this book on the shelves of a well-known 
book shop I just passed it by thinking it was just another book 
recording the ‘meteoric’ rise of Rory McIlroy. However, when 
I was given the book as a gift and began to read it I discovered 
just how wrong I hard been, leading me to recall the saying 
‘don’t  judge a book by its cover’. How smart of the writer, Liam 
Hayes, to recognise the link between the two players each hav-
ing had a disastrous round when leading by four shots going 
into the last round of The Masters and then winning the u S 
open at the same course at the Congressional  Country Club 
Bethesda.  Mind you this happened more than fifty years apart 
and while the interval in Venturi’s case was eight years, two 
months and twelve days. In Rory’s it was just seventy days!  For 
the golf historian there is a great deal of useful golf history and 
insights into some of the great golfers of the past.

The book begins with a brief look at some other disasters 
which occurred in the last round at Augusta and in particular 
that of Greg Norman. This is followed by a historical reflec-
tion on the early days at Augusta under the control of Clifford 
Roberts also dealing with his tragic suicide alongside the Par 
3 course. It describes the dream of the great Bobby Jones and 
his cooperation with Alister MacKenzie to build the great 
course. The writer looks next at the early lives of the two 
main protagonists of whose story this is. Ken Venturi who 
was born in 1931and had quite a troubled childhood as the 
result of a stammer. Who would have believed that he would 
be able to overcome this disability to become one of the best 
golf commentators in the early days of television. The great 
Byron Nelson, who won eleven tournaments in a row in 1945, 
played a major role in the life of Venturi, not just as a teacher 
but as a mentor and a friend for many years. Francis ouimet’s 
caddie, Eddie Lowery, was also a lifelong supporter of Venturi. 
Venturi was in awe of Hogan and was drawn to play with him 
in the 1954 Masters. Hogan was not impressed with Ken’s clubs 

and sent him a set of the latest Ben Hogan irons.
Clearly the introduction to Rory does not have quite the 

same amount of historical information in it. Yet it still contains 
a good look at his childhood growing up at a difficult time in 
Northern Ireland and developing into a great golfer at a very 
young age. He was just 19 when he played in his first Masters 
in 2009. on the last day of The Masters in 1956 Venturi led the 
field by four shots hoping to become the first amateur to win 
the prestigious title. Interestingly Ken was drawn to play with 
his friend Byron Nelson but Clifford Roberts and Bobby Jones 
decided that it would not be good for Nelson to be accused 
of helping his protégé. Ken was given the choice of any other 
player he wished to play with. He chose Sam Snead. The writer 
then moves to describe the preparation made by Mcilroy for 
his last round. He is critical of some aspects of this which he 
feels could have led to the result of the next day.

The final rounds of both players are dealt with in great 
detail. Venturi actually held a five stroke lead beginning the 
second nine holes. What follows next is the story of how each 
man progresses from Augusta to Bethesda. In the case of Ken 
thuis was just over eight years of really difficult times in his 
personal life until he qualifies for the uS open in 1964. For 
McIlroy it was only seventy days yet the writer describes the 
contrast between the two players. The concluding sections of 
the book deal with the player’s lives after their u S open suc-
cess. This is a great book consisting of 198 pages in paperback 
format with a good selection of coloured photographs. A great 
read for the golf historian and well worth the £14.99. Available 
from Easons and most major bookshops.   

i. redditt

Masters of Men
Rory McIlroy Ken Venturi 
and their epic journey from 
Augusta to Bethesda
by
Liam Hayes

A Difficult Par: and the Making 
of Modern Golf
Robert Trent Jones Sr. 
by
James R Hansen

I am fortunate to have Jim Hansen as a great friend. We have 
played many great golf courses including some on the Robert 
Trent Jones Trail in Jim’s home state of Alabama and we have 
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had some great times. When he told me, some time ago now,  
that he was privileged to be asked to write the authorised 
biography of Neil Armstrong I did not fully understand the 
implications of ‘authorised’. After having read First Man and 
seeing the amount of research which this term gives the author 
I fully recognise now the advantage to the writer. Jim Hansen 
has been fortunate to have been given the same full access to 
the papers of the Jones family and had the opportunity to meet 
with both Bobby Jnr and Rees, the sons of Robert Trent Jones 
Snr. This book is the result this research and a very detailed 
book it is. 

There are very few, if any, aspects of the life of this great 
golf course architect which are not covered in the 300 pages 
beginning with the excitement of a small English boy on see-
ing the Statue of Liberty as he arrived with his parents in New 
York in 1912. The early chapters deal with his early upbringing 
and his introduction to the game of golf as a caddie and his 
aspirations to become a great golfer.  Life for the family was 
not easy growing up in  East Rochester New York. From an 
early age he was ambitious and decided that in golf he wanted 
to ‘do something big’. The early chapters give a good idea of the 
lifestyle into which the Jones family found themselves. Robert 
soon realised that his future lay in golf course architecture and 
he was fortunate to be admitted to Cornell university to study 
subjects which would be beneficial to this career. While at 
university he met his future wife. She was a New York socialite, 
quite a different class to him. He was very much in love with 
Ione and sent her over 400 letters during what turned out to 
be a four and a half year engagement. Her father would not 
allow them to marry.  These letters give a great insight into 
his thoughts as he struggled to become a successful architect.

Trent Jones Snr gained great experience with the Canadian 
golf course architect, Stanley Thompson, who became his early 
mentor at Midvale and for a time his business partner.  Hansen 
describes their relationship in great detail. Jones was fortunate 
to be around at a time when golf was beginning to ‘take off ’ 
in America. He was able to use Roosevelt’s  New Deal and 
the efforts of the Civil Works Administration to convince 
municipalities that creating, upgrading or  redesigning a 
public golf course would not only pay for itself over time, but 
would attract new development. A beautiful golf course would 
encourage citizens not only to play the game, but also to live 
and work nearby. In this fascinating biography Jim describes 
a man who from the start was passionate about the game of 
golf and determined to make the game not only accessible 
to everyone but a thoroughly enjoyable experience for every 
golfer, amateur to professional.  The Jones innovative approach 
to course design is unrivalled in the history of American golf, 
and his influence truly stretches around the globe with quite 
a number of courses throughout Europe.  What was it that 
made Jones the successful architect he eventually became? 
The answers are detailed in this book when Hansen describes 
how Jones would approach each design and after studying 
both professional and amateur golfers as they played a course 

he would ask the following questions. Did the placement of 
bunkers or hazards reward or hinder the play? Were golf-
ers given strategic choices on how to play a hole? Were the 
greens so flat as to be without challenge, or so uneven as to be 
impossible to play? Did the course fit into the environment 
or was it bulldozed out of the landscape without thought to 
retaining what was beautiful and natural?  Jones was the first 
to employ what he would later call the “heroic school” of golf 
design where the better players are challenged and rewarded 
and every golfer no matter his or her ability has a chance for 
a par. It is from this description the title of the book is taken. 
His philosophy was that each hole for the top players should 
at least be a difficult par. This strategy at times did not make 
him many friends among the professional golfers of his day.

It is said that this book took ten years in the writing when 
at times it was difficult to access all the papers but in persever-
ing Jim is able to present a detailed analysis of the relationships 
Jones had with his wife and also with his sons. Both Robert 
Trent Jones Jnr and Rees Jones became renowned golf course 
architects in their own right. Jim has dealt with all of these 
matters in a very considerate manner and will have made 
many friends along the way. For the more academic reader 
the footnotes are detailed and numerous. The book which is a 
hardback and comes in a colourful dust jacket comprises 300 
pages and is available from Amazon.com. at £19.29

john hanna

It is now 35 years since Sir Peter Allen wrote the Sunley 
Book of Royal Clubs. Now the R and A have commissioned  
a new book on the subject. This magnificent book by Scott 
Macpherson, perhaps better known as a leading golf course 
architect, shows just how great the advances which have taken 
place in both design and printing. However it is not only in 
these matters which have led to the production of a much 
better book. It is the rapid changes which have taken place 
in communications, research methods and travel which have 
enabled these improvements to be made. For example the 
Freedom of Information Act has allowed archived letters and 
previously sealed papers to be examined.

For golf historians the first chapter examines the interac-
tion between the ‘People’s Game’ and the ‘Royal Game’ and 
in particular the early links with the Scottish Royal Family 
as early as the 15th century.  This is a most comprehensive 
look at all the various royal families from James I right up 
to the present day. Given that it occupies 29 pages this is an 
important section of the book and will be appreciated by those 
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whose interest is in the history of the realm as well as in the 
game of golf.

The second chapter is most enlightening looking as it 
does at the ‘Road to the Royal Title’ and how the process has 
changed over the 180 years since the Perth Golfing Society 
became the first Royal Club, granted the royal prefix by King 
William IV in 1833. Following the similar granting to the 
Society of St Andrew’s Golfers the third club to be so named 
was the Montrose Royal Albert Golf Club, the title being 
the first bestowed by Queen Victoria. When King Edward 
VII became captain of the R and A there followed a rush 
of requests for further patronages. Then followed a strange 
period where a number of clubs who had been granted patron-
age but incorrectly assumed that this meant they could use the 
prefix ‘Royal’. This was incorrect and the clubs were required 
to refrain using the title for awhile. In all cases when applica-
tion was made shortly afterwards this the clubs were granted 
the ‘Royal’ title. It was probably this experience which led to 
more formal rules being laid down for future applications. 
The number of clubs being so favoured has greatly reduced in 
recent decades, the Royal Troon Golf Club being the last GB 
and I club to receive the privilege in the club’s centenary year 
of 1978. Since then all the new royal clubs have been outside 
these islands and even then these only add up to seven clubs. 
Looking at the royal clubs throughout the rest of the world 
the role of the British Empire is seen as very much part of 
the spread of the game of golf to distant lands. In particular it 
was the playing of golf by Scottish Regiments which usually 
brought the game to these countries.

As one would expect the bulk of the publication deals with 
the royal clubs themselves and the author has been particu-
larly clever in how he has dealt with all sixty-six remaining 
Royal clubs. While they are so diverse in many aspects he has 
been able to devote the same number of pages to each club. Six 
pages in which he first gives a brief historical overview, then 
a detailed colourful course map with an up-to-date scorecard 
indicating the lengths of the holes, before four pages filled with 
interesting text and intermingled with superb photographs of 
the course, the clubhouse and even in a number of occasions 
some of the club’s memorabilia and other interesting features 
of the club.. 

While this section takes up the majority of the 486 pages 
it is the earlier chapters of the book which make this book so 
interesting and informative. Clearly there had to be an early 
relationship between Royalty and golf and the first chapter 
takes a detailed look at this history. Another novel feature of 
the books is the three-dimensional time lines showing the 
relationship between British Royalty and Golf which looks 
at members of the Royal Families from James I right up to 
the birth of Prince George highlighting those members who 
have been known to play golf. There is also an Honours Chart 
which takes the form of a foldout at the end of the book. This is 
a mine of information relating to the royal clubs giving many 
details of the clubs and their relationship to royalty, including 

the patronage and which member of the Royal Family had 
been President of the club. I wonder how many readers know 
of the Royal Household Golf Club in the grounds of Windsor 
Castle or that the present monarch has granted the Royal 
Charter to two clubs in recent years. As recently as 2012 Queen 
Elizabeth honoured Port Moresby Golf Club with the Royal 
title. Even more recently the other addition to this special 
list was the Bad Homburg Golf Club in Germany. Its early 
connection with the Prince of Wales, later to become King 
Edward VII, was recognised after many years when it became 
‘Royal‘ in 2013.

The book has a very comprehensive bibliography and 
index to help readers. The quality of the publication through-
out is first class and must surely be a ‘must-have’ book for all 
the members of the BGCS. and all others who appreciate a 
quality publication relating to the game of golf. 

To obtain the book an order form is available from 
Catherine McGirk at the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St 
Andrews, Fife KY16 9JD  - catherinemcgirk@randa.org

The cost is £60 and postage charges are uK (RM signed 
for) £16.50,Europe Int Signed for) £21.45, RoW Zone 1 Int 
Signed for) £31.10, RoW Zone 2 (Int Signed for) £32.95.

john hanna

A ‘Mel” cartoon for the President’s Putter at Rye.


