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Captain’s Letter

 I must say it is with a heavy heart that I pen my last 
Captain’s letter after two enjoyable years and some 
sixteen consecutive years on the committee.  The 
Captaincy has been an honour and in the main most 
enjoyable with excellent support from your Secretary, 
Bob Fletcher, other office-bearers and committee.

our impressive fixture list provides many opportu-
nities for both proper golf and hickories and I can also 
report that collecting interests will be well catered for 
at many of the Society events. Feel free to call Robin 
Griffiths who will be promoting this aspect of the 
Society’s activities. I have always enjoyed travelling and 
meeting new friends and the Captaincy has certainly 
provided me with the opportunities representing the 
Society in the Home countries, Sweden, France and 
the uSA. other highlights would definitely include St 
George’s Hill, Brancaster, Hunstanton, Walton Heath, 
Pinehurst, and of course Gullane for my Captain’s Day.

Many of you will know that our good friend, John 
Still is retiring as Treasurer at the AGM after four 
sterling years in post.  Thank you John, and of course 
Ida, who could not really have done it without John’s 
able assistance! I am delighted to announce that at the 
AGM in April we will be proposing member No 557, 
Stephen Grimoldby to take over the financial affairs of 
the Society.  Thank you Stephen.

My first committee meeting was at Edgbaston under 
the Captaincy of Bob Grant, who, I am pleased to say, 
was created an Honorary Life Member last year. John 
Pearson followed and after his term took over the 
Editorship of Through the Green and we all remember 
what a marvellous job he did there. I was still there 
when Peter Heath took over and enjoyed Peter and 
Jenny’s hospitality on my regular trips to Birmingham. 
Alan Jackson was next in office. He continues to be 
a great supporter of Society events. Current TTG 
Editor John Hanna definitely became the most trav-
elled Captain, and then our favourite author, David 
Hamilton, was the third Scottish Captain, founded the 
Grail with Ralph Livingston and started the important 
Literati gatherings at our major meetings. My prede-
cessor, Richard Atherton, impressed with his quietly 
efficient Chairmanship and proved to be a great help 
to me on several important issues.

I am extremely pleased to be handing over the 
Captaincy to Alan Henderson, who, I am sure, will 
continue to take the Society forward in the spirit of 
friendliness and appreciation of our great game, char-
acteristics which are synonymous with the British Golf 
Collectors’ Society and make it so special.

David Kirkwood



 |  3

Tuesday 1st April and Wednesday 
the 2nd April Burnham and Berrow 
and Royal  North Devon. This event 
is proving very popular. Should you 
still wish to play  on either day please 
contact Robin Griffiths to see if any 
places remain 
Tel 01278 788321

Friday 4th April Borth and Ynyslas, 
Saturday the 5th of April Aberdovey 
and Sunday 6th  of April Aberdovey The 
application form for this event was in 
the last issue of TTG.  Liz McDonald 
is once again organising the Welsh 
Weekend.  Always a great event! Let’s 
hope for good weather!

Thursday 24th April Wallasey Golf 
Club and Friday 25th April President’s 
Day at Royal Liverpool Golf Club
The Editor apologises for not includ-
ing the application form for Royal 
Liverpool in the last issue. To make 
sure you do not miss this great day a 
form is enclosed with this magazine. 
President Philip Truett is looking 
forward to a good attendance at his 
President’s Day Don’t forget there is 
also a chance to play on the preceding 
day over the historic links at Wallasey. 
There are still places available on both 
days.
Also make sure you visit  the Collector’s 
Fair in the Royal Liverpool clubhouse 
on the Saturday morning. Have you 
booked your table yet?

Early Scottish Spring Meeting 
Inverallochy  Friday 2nd May and Duff 
House Royal Saturday 3rd May.  The 
application form for this event is in 
this issue of TTG  Those interested in 
playing against Inverallochy Golf Club 
on the Friday or in the North Scottish 
Spring Meeting at Duff House Royal 
should complete the form and send it 
to Hamish Ewan. Hamish is looking 
foward to seeing members both old 
and new for the weekend. For details of 
accommodation check out the website 

Forthcoming Events
Saturday 10th May at Buckingham G C 
and Sunday 11th May at Apsley Guise 
G C. A centenary hickory match will be 
played against these two clubs. Chris 
Walker is the Match Manager and will 
be glad to hear from you should you 
wish to play in either or both of these 
matches. 

The annual hickory match against the 
Senior Golfers’ Society will once again 
be played at Edgbaston Golf Club. 
The date is Tuesday 17th May. This is a 
great match and the organiser is Clive 
Mitchell

East Anglian matches. What a great 
few days this is. The opportunity to 
play two truly great links courses. on 
Tuesday the 27th May there is a hickory 
match against Royal West Norfolk, 
Brancaster, which is followed on the 
Wendnesday 28th May with another 
hickory match against Hunstanton. 
Nigel Notley is the match manager 
for both these matches and would 
be delighted to hear from members 
wishing to take part. Contact him on 
01462 742556

The Scottish Hickory Championship 
will take place on 30th  of May over the 
links at Dunbar. The following day the 
31st of May a strokeplay competition 
will be played at Whitekirk Golf Club. 
An entry form is included in this 
magazine and Ian Hislop the organiser 
would like to hear from you early.

The month of June sees several hickory 
events. The ever-popular Central 
England Hickory Championships 
for the Tony Thorpe Trophy will 
take place at Coxmoor Golf Club, 
Nottinghamshire on Monday the 9th 

June 2014.  The event also incorporates 
the BGCS Seniors’ Trophy and the John 
Hanna Trophy.  To encourage as many 
members as possible  to play in this 
event there will be the usual competi-
tion for those members wishing to play 

with modern clubs.  The entry form, 
which is included in this magazine or 
can be downloaded from the Society 
website, should be sent to Keith Bilbie.

on Sunday the 15th of June the 
President, Philip Truett, is the organ-
iser for a hickory match against Shirley 
Park. Please contact him if you are 
available to play in this match.

Saturday the 21st of June is another 
great fixture played at Walton Heath 
when a team representing the Society 
plays in a triangular match. The other 
two teams are representing the R and A 
and the host club.

Richard Atherton will be selecting both 
teams for the Annual Match against 
the MacKenzie Society, which as usual 
will be played over the course which 
he designed at Cavendish. No entry 
form will be issued in TTG so Richard 
would welcome hearing from members 
who would like to take part in this 
match. Either hickory or modern clubs 
will be available. Contact Richard at 
ratherton@aol.com
The date is Friday the 11th of July with 
the first tee booked from 1pm. Cost of 
match and meal is £35 inclusive.

Further Dates for your Diary

July Wednesday 16th

The open Championship Meeting at 
Caldy Golf Club. West Kirby ,Wirral

August  Friday 1st  

Centenary Hickory Match against 
oakdale Golf Club. Harrogate ,Yorkhire.

August Thursday 28th

Hickory match against Trentham Golf 
Club. Staffordshire.

September Friday 5th 

S c ot l an d  v  E ng l an d  A n nu a l 
Hickory match. Newbiggin on Sea, 
Northhumberland.

society news
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Iain Forrester
looks at the arrangements for the celebration of the Centenary of the Dutch Golf Federation

Dutch Golf Exhibition

The Dutch Golf Federation (NGF) is celebrating its 
centenary in 2014, and one of the main events will 
be the exhibition “Nederland Golft” which will be 
held at a prestigious museum in The Hague’s city 

center. The Haagsche Historische Museum, which overlooks 
the famous court pond and parliament buildings in the city, 
will host the exhibition from the 31st of May until the middle 
of october.

It is no coincidence that The Hague was chosen, as this 
city was the birth place of Dutch golf in the early 1890’s. Golf 
was, of course, not the first ball and stick game played in the 
Netherlands, the middle age game of Kolf will also be under 
the spotlight in the exhibition. (But not under the context of 
being an early form of golf, but as a separate pastime, which 
shared a few links and materials with the Scottish game.)
The exhibition has four main parts; each section covers a 
distinct period in the development of the game, in Scotland, 
outside of Scotland and eventually in the Netherlands.

Section 1, Kolf Spel (the game of Kolf)
This typical Dutch game which was played both in fields 

and on ice was popular until it died out at the end of the 18th 
century. Dutch expert Robin Bargmann was involved with 
producing the early concepts for this section. The exhibi-
tion has been able to acquire major Kolf related works of art 
from some of the world’s most famous artists (Averkamp 

and Rembrandt amongst others). It will also have displays of 
unique kolf clubs and balls (including the oldest ball known 
to exist from the late 16th century). Dutch Delftware, period 
Kolf clothing and other artifacts will complete this section. 
The Haagsche Historische Museum is being supported by 
many of the Netherlands premier museums, including the 
Rijk’s museum in Amsterdam, and private collectors from the 
Netherlands and the uK (a prominent BGCS member)

Section 2, Golf, in Scotland and abroad.
This section covers the growth of golf in Scotland and its even-
tual expansion around the world. This is such a massive subject 
that it was decided to illustrate it by using one extended family 
as an example. The Gourlay ball-making family and their in-
laws, the Dunn’s, receive this honour.  Examples of the Gourlay 
featheries will be amongst the exhibits along with clubs from 
every generation of the Dunn family. The help of the exhibi-
tion’s official partner the British Golf Museum has been vital in 
being able to acquire several important pieces, and the advice 
of BGCS member David Hamilton has been invaluable. 
other legendary figures cannot be overlooked; Tom Morris, 
Hugh Philip, Robert Forgan, John Gray and Charles Lees will 
all be represented. This section of the exhibition finishes by 
showing how the Dunn family was influential in expanding 
golf out of Scotland. Willie Snr and Jamie (England), Willie 
Jnr (America), Tom (England and Europe), Seymour and May 

The Hague Historiche Museum A  J Dunn iron  brought to the Netherlands by Dunn 
himself



 |  5d u t c h  g o l f  e x h i b i t i o n

(America) and finally looking at John Duncan, who before 
achieving fame and fortune in the States, was a key figure in 
the founding of golf in the Netherlands.

Section 3, Golf in the Netherlands (pre 1945)
Subjects covered in this section include the typical charac-

ter of early Dutch courses (heather fairways), early Golf Clubs 
(the first being the Hague, 1893), and the oldest golf equipment 
known to have been used in the Netherlands. The founda-
tion of the NGF in 1914, key figures in Dutch golf, the oldest 
documents and silverware, and the Harry Colt legacy in the 
Netherlands, are but a few of the subjects covered.  This section 
also includes several audio visual and interactive exhibits.

Section 4, Post war golf through to the present day.
This section is being organized by staff of the Federation 

and a knowledgeable Dutch journal/historian. Topics include 
the expansion of golf to people outside of the ruling classes 
and the first public golf facilities. The Netherlands best golfers 
and greatest achievements in international competition, the 
Dutch International open Championships and Dutch contri-
butions to the development of golf worldwide, (environmental 
policies, building courses on brown sites and on low lying 
ground.)

The phenomenon of golf being the fastest growing sport 
in the Netherlands and the success of the Federation being 
committed to programs for seniors, children, and the green 
etc. are also looked at. Any BGCS members who would like 
to visit the exhibition this year are welcome to contact me for 

more details. Further information can be found at.
www.ngf.nl
www.haagshistorischmuseum.nl

Information
BGCS member Iain Forrester works in the Netherlands 

and is archivist of the PGA Holland. He has been working on 
this project for two years and is responsible for sections 2 and 
3 of the exhibition working closely with the Golf Federation 
and the museum.

Fact finding visit from BGM, David Hamilton, Angela Howe, 
Laurie Rae and others at the first golf club in the Netherlands, 

The Hague
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Granting of Royal title to Curragh Golf Club in 1910

on the 21st of September 1910 King George V 
approved  of the Curragh Golf Club ‘being 
allowed to use the prefix of Royal just six weeks 
after the Home office had received a request for 

this privilege from General Sir Neville Lyttelton, Commander-
in-Chief of the Forces in Ireland. In his letter Lyttelton gave 
some background on the Curragh Golf Club saying ‘It has 
been impossible to ascertain definitely by whom, or how, the 
Club was formed, the old Minute Books having unfortunately 
been lost at the time of the South African War but The Irish 
Golfers Guide states the Club was formed about 1855” 

Subsequently, the major Irish newspapers carried notice of 
this new Royal golf club - The Irish Times and Irish Independent  
carried  brief announcements on the 29th of September and on 
the 1st of october the golf writer of the Irish Times wrote 

‘It is in many ways a happy selection, as no Irish golfers will 
envy the soldier’s club its new honour............. There are Irish 
Clubs more important, but not older, than the Curragh: but 
a choice among them for the honour would probably have 
raised a storm of criticism.’ 
Twelve years after the granting of the Royal title, the 

British Army handed over the Curragh Camp to the new Irish 
National Army on the 16th of May 1922 and any references to a 
Royal title were, understandably, set aside by the new influx of 
military golfers. No records of the Club were handed over by 
the outgoing golfers and the newcomers found that they had 
sold the former clubhouse of the Royal Curragh Golf Club 
to the Dominican College in the nearby town of Newbridge.

I began researching the history of the Curragh Golf Club 
in 1981 when I was informed by the Captain, the late Colonel 
Mick o’Shea, that he had been at the Centenary celebrations 
of Royal Belfast Golf Club and someone there had told him 
that our club had a Royal Title. He asked me to see what I 
could find and this search would lead to publication of the 
history of pre 1922 golf in Ireland in my Early Irish Golf in 
october 1988. In that pre-internet era, my first attempt at 
finding the evidence for a Royal title was a letter dated the 
27th of August 1981 to the office of the Privy Purse in London;  
someone had told me that this was a likely source of informa-
tion. Not long afterwards I received a concise, comprehensive 

letter dated 18th September from Mr. L.P. Little of the Home 
office, wherein he confirmed that the Royal title had been 
granted in September 1910. In answer to a question, Mr. Little 
confirmed that the Royal Curragh Golf Club title had not been 
withdrawn.

Conflict in Ireland  post 1922 – visit of Queen 
Elizabeth II heralds a change of attitudes
The history of Ireland since 1922, following the withdrawal 
of the British administration from the 26 counties, has been 
marked by conflict. Initially, the Civil war of 1922/1923 left 
many scars within the community and many families have 
bitter memories of loved ones lost in the internecine feud. 
Subsequently, the IRA campaigns in Northern Ireland have 
added many bitter memories and have fuelled anti-British 
sentiments over the years and the question of a Royal title was 
‘parked’ until an appropriate moment in time. The state visit 
of Queen Elizabeth II to Ireland in May 2011 was widely seen 
as a great success and it marked a new mature relationship 
between Britain and Ireland. With so many sporting, cultural 

Home Office ref 196451/1 :Letter dated 6th August 1910

Royal Curragh Golf Club 1910

Colonel William H Gibson (retd) looks at a Royal title revived December 2013
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and family ties to the neighbouring island a significant 
majority of Irish people welcomed this new relationship. 

Curragh Golf Club members re-instate Royal Title 
2nd of December 2014
Thus, following the declaration of the Curragh Golf Club 
as the oldest Club in Ireland in July 2014  the Club Captain 
(Lt. Col. Declan Rasmussen) felt that the time was right for 
discussion among the members regarding re-instatement of 
the Royal title. over the following months, leading up to the 
Annual General meeting in December, various Club newslet-
ters carried information on the topic and two weeks before 
the A.G.M. on the 2nd of December I presented the evidence 
to Club members in a PowerPoint presentation. The motion 
to change the name was proposed by Lt. Col. Rasmussen and 
seconded by myself at the Annual General meeting. There 
was a lively series of submissions, with several members 
urging no change and others noting the change in attitudes 
. in Ireland and that the time had come to make the historic 
change. The outcome was a significant majority of members 
voting for re-instatement of the name Royal Curragh Golf 
Club. 
 See Through the Green June 2011 re the formation of 
the Curragh Golf club 1858 by the 2nd Battalion Royal 
Lanarkshire Militia

Invitation to the 2014 Swedish Hickory 
Championship 

on the 2nd and 3rd of August the 17th Swedish Hickory 
Championship will be played at Bro-Bålsta GC situated 
about 40 kilometers from Stockholm. The course of the club 
has been greatly inspired by links and heathland courses 
such as Prestwick, Deal, and Woking, so players adept 
at reading undulating greens have a practical advantage. 
Bro-Bålsta GC is also the home club of the golfing legend 
Annika Sorenstam. over the years the club has been the 
venue for several national and international tournaments 
like a European Challenge Tour competition (won by Jamie 
Donaldson) and a Ladies European Tour competition (won 
by Annika Sorenstam). 

Bro-Bålsta GC has a reputation of promoting hickory golf. 
Since 2003 an annual match between the club and the 
Swedish Society of Golf Historians has been played here. 
Since 2007 the club arranges an open medal competition 
which each year attracts more than 50 players. It also has its 
own club championships in hickory golf. 

The Swedish Hickory Championship is played as a stroke-
play scratch competition over two days. In the evening of the 
2nd of August the Championship dinner will be served at the 
clubhouse. For the players failing to qualify for the second 
day, there will be a handicap stroke-play competition (called 
The Swedish Hickory Jug) over 18 holes on the 3rd of August. 
The 2014 championship is also a venue of the widely popular 
Golflinks Tour (also known as the Swedish Hickory Tour) 
consisting of 23 tournaments. 

Members of BGCS are welcome to enter for the 2014 Swedish 
Hickory Championship. Entries from non-Swedish players 
and inquiries could be addressed to Dr. Patric Andersson at 
the email address hickory.bbgk@telia.com. Since 2009, the 
championship has been fully booked every year with over 
150 entrants from Sweden and several other countries. As 
the number of available slots is limited, it is commendable to 
quickly sign up. The final date for entries from non-Swedish 
players is the 15th of June. Further information about the 
venue, costs, suggestions of accommodation, and other 
issues will be soon available at www.shm2014.se. 

patric andersson

From the Editor

Welcome to the March issue of Through the Green as we look 
forward to some drier and warmer weather to encourage us 
back out on to the fairways. It is great to see a couple of new 
contributors in this magazine as well as great articles from 
some of the regulars. While the last issue was the first one in 
colour throughout, this one has probably set a world record 
for a golf magazine. I doubt very much if there has ever 
been a copy where there were thirty plus languages in one 
article. See Neil Millar’s article on ‘Rub of the Green’. 
Jean Bernard and Huguette Kazmierzcak’s four articles 
on their collection of Arnaud Massy memorabilia should 
encourage some other members to let the rest of the Society 
learn a bit more about matters collectable. Such articles are 
really interesting and are colourful with their diagrams. 
I would encourage you to send me some similar articles.  
In fact all articles would be most welcome. Equally it 
seems there have been less written on ladies’ golf recently, 
hopefully someone will put this right also.

You will notice the absence of Letter from America. I have 
just heard that Bruce Matson, writing under the pseudonym 
of Muckson, is no longer able to take on this task. I thank him 
for all the years he has written the Letter and I am glad to be 
able to tell you that John Butler of Virginia has kindly taken 
on this role.  We look forward to his first letter in September.                                                                

john hanna

royal curragh golf club
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About two years ago I started to research a book 
called ‘St Andrews – In The Footsteps of Old Tom 
Morris.’ It is basically a guide around the golf spots 
in St Andrews, showing who lived where and 

through their connection to Tom Morris, telling Tom’s story.
A major breakthrough came in the university of St Andrews 
Special Collections Department. The golf collection there is a 
veritable treasure trove. Amongst other historic items I found 
receipts for work such as the original banking of the Swilcan 
Burn (much earlier than previously thought), the creation of 
Steele’s Barricade to protect the land at the 1st hole from the sea 
plus a plethora of precognition statements, which were taken 
at the time of the Road Wars in St Andrews in the late 1870s. 
(see Fig 1) In these documents, many of the key figures of the 
day set out their own stories and connections to St Andrews 
including Father of the R&A John Whyte-Melville, Stuart 
Grace, George Bruce, Thomas Fairful (son of Willie who 
owned the cart shed that would evolve into the Tom Morris 
shop), George Honeyman (owner of the Golf Hotel on the 
Links in Allan Robertson’s old house) plus Jamie and Daw 
Anderson.

I would like to share with you two findings from the 
university’s collection that will hopefully add to our knowl-
edge of Tom Morris and Daw Anderson but will also show 

New Findings from the University of 
St Andrews Golf Collection

Roger McStravick 
 reveals the recent discoveries of Old Tom Morris’ first shop and Daw Anderson’s shop on The Links road, 

St Andrews

how important this collection at the university is to us all. I 
will also share some news regarding quite possibly the greatest 
dynasty in golf.

Tom’s First Shop
We know from The Life of Tom Morris by Reverend WW 
Tulloch (1846-1920)1 and the superlative Tom Morris of St 
Andrews. The Colossus of Golf by Dr David Malcolm and Peter 
Crabtree  that Tom and Allan Robertson (Fig 1) fell out over 
Tom’s use of the gutty ball.2 He ran out of balls when he was 
playing on the St Andrews links with Mr John Campbell of 
Saddell (1796-1859), who lived in The Priory House 3(Fig 2), St 
Andrews beside the cathedral. This is possibly also the house 
that Tom Morris’ supporter James ogilvy Fairlie (1809-1870) 
stayed in when in St Andrews, as he was Campbell’s brother-
in-law.4 When Tom lost his last ball, Campbell suggested he 
try one of his gutty balls. Allan, Tom’s employer, found out and 
they shared some heated words, which culminated in the end 
of their working relationship. 

This disagreement between Tom and Allan was fairly 
understandable as Robertson had much to lose from the new 
ball. His family had been making featheries for at least three 
generations5, (and possibly as many as six6 ) with his grand-
father Patrick Robertson (b1748) being cited in the Rabbit 
Wars as a witness who could authoritatively say how the St 

Fig. 2, Priory House, marital home of John Campbell of 
Saddell, St Andrews Preservation Trust

Fig. 1, Allan Robertson, reproduced courtesy of the Royal 
and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews
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Andrews links was being damaged by Dempster’s rabbits. In 
Allan’s personal scrapbook, held today in the R&A Collection 
in the British Golf Museum, there is an 1850 newspaper clip-
ping that forecast that the gutty ball ‘will be the ruin of traditional 
ball makers.’ It was apparently an issue that Allan took very 
seriously and something they would possibly have talked 
about in length. 

As an aside, this scrapbook offers a very clear portrait of 
Allan as possibly golf ’s first mentor, with clipping after clip-
ping detailing Tom’s successes be it the new Prestwick layout 
or matches against Willie Park Snr. He was clearly very proud 
of his protégé. It would also appear that they did not fall out for 
very long. Allan kept a clipping from the Montrose Standard 
that detailed their successful 1849 match against the Dunn 
twins from Musselburgh for £400. There were also some 
humorous golf clippings including one from The Citizen that 
detailed quite cruelly how the caddie Lang Willie, who worked 
in Allan’s shop, was taking a suitcase for a gentleman golfer 
on a wheelbarrow from the union Club, where the Hamilton 
Grand is today, down to the new St Andrews train station. 
Sadly Lang Willie lost his balance on the Golfer’s Bridge and 
the contents of the suitcase tipped into the burn and were 
washed away. one can imagine how the other caddies must 
have ribbed poor Willie about this. Note that the name was 
not then, the Swilcan Bridge as it is commonly called today. 
The Swilcan Bridge was actually the large bridge to the left of 
Golfer’s Bridge, if you are looking towards the 1st green.

Returning to Tom’s first shop, amongst the many precogni-
tions in the university’s collection, is one given by Tom Morris 
himself. Giving his age as 57, Tom talks about working in the 
corner house (Sandyhill) that belonged to Allan Robertson. 
He said that before he left for Prestwick, he built his own shop. 
We know from Tulloch that Tom ‘took to selling balls and making 
clubs’ on his own account and now we know it was in this little 
shop7. 

From statements by others at the same time, we are able 
to locate the shop. John Patterson, who was very much at the 
heart of the Road War controversy, said, 

‘I remember a ball-maker’s shop on the site of Major Allen’s 

house which belonged to Tom Morris, then to Wilson the 
club maker.’ 

Town clerk and R&A Secretary Stuart Grace said that

 ‘There was at one time a club or ball-maker shop somewhere 
about midway between Clark’s Wynd and Philp’s property. I 
think it was possessed by Tom Morris.’ 

Robert Forgan (1824-1900) also provided a statement saying, 

‘I have continually seen wood and carts come to James 
Wilson’s shop. Wilson’s shop was where Major Allen’s house 
is.’  

Thomas Fairful said, 

‘There was a little house where Tom Morris first made his 
clubs it is now Major Allen’s. Carts always went that way with 
his wood and they have done so until now.’

There are many more statements clearly identifying the 
position of the shop that Tom built. It is the little white build-
ing about 50 yards from his future shop, in the photo that 
accompanies this piece. (Fig. 3) Major Allen lived in what is 
today 15 Links Rd. Tom ran his first enterprise from the little 
shop for almost three years before leaving for Prestwick.

The next finding opens a new chapter for the Anderson 
family.

 
Daw Anderson’s Shop   
We all have seen the quintessential pictures of Daw Anderson 
(1819-1901) selling ginger beer on the 4th hole of the St Andrews 
links. Regarding this fairly ragamuffin looking man, there is 
scant information in the public domain apart from how he 
ran the links for a few years in the 1850s and how he created 

Fig. 3, Tom’s first shop, the small white cottage to rught of 
picture, courtesy of the St Andrews Preservation Trust

Fig. 4, Old Tom Morris, courtesy of the St. Andrews 
Preservation Trust
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the first double green on the 5th. In fact it was the not the 5th 
but the 7th, as noted in the R&A Green Committee directive 
of the 2nd of May 18558. Double greens had been first suggested 
in 1832 by the Chief of Clanronald according to H S C Everard 
in his 1907 book History of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club, St 
Andrews from 1754-1900. 1855 would be Daw’s fourth and last 
year working the links as after his demand for a higher wage 
from the R&A was declined, Daw resigned9.

Before  talking a little about Daw’s precognition statement 
that reveals his shop, I’d like to briefly highlight a little of Daw’s 
life to give a better understanding of the man.

Daw simply had a tough life growing up. His father James 
Anderson (1789-1857) was well known to the legal system and 
was continuously in trouble. It was only when Daw was aged 
two that his parents actually married. As a family they forever 
had to move as his father James ran up debts that he could not 
pay. Actually, a more accurate phrase would be that he was not 
minded to pay.10 

From 1820-1822, he was in court for non-payment of 
bills three times and was duly noted by the creditor as, ‘James 
Anderson, a character now sufficiently noted in your Honour’s 
Court.’ As Jim Fagan, the Anderson historian, in his contribu-
tion to the fascinating booklet made by Fife Family History 
Society called Golfing Skeletons in the Family History in 1822, 
James owed money to fifty-six different people and businesses 
including his own brother. When the debt collectors came to 
their house looking for items that they could use to offset 
his debt, James managed to hide 38 gallons of whisky, a four 
poster bed, a mahogany chest of drawers and straw mattresses. 
Although he was imprisoned in the Tolbooth in Cupar, James 
evaded a jail sentence due to a legal technicality and was duly 
freed without charge. 

In 1830 his penchant for crime would eventually catch up 
with him. He was caught using counterfeit coins in Coupar 
Angus along with his son James, aged 12 at the time. This 
was one crime he could not escape from and on the 17th of 
November 1830, he was sentenced to be transported to 

Australia for seven years. He left London on the 21st of March 
1831 and never returned. Daw was just 11 years old. In Australia 
James bigamously re-married in 1839 and eventually died of 
‘disease and neglect – intemperance’ in 1857.

Daw’s mother Elizabeth (1786-1853) also had her own trou-
bles with the law. She was tried at Cupar Sheriff Court on the 
31st of March 1842 for the theft of a quantity of Scotch turnips 
from the Seggie Farm in Leuchars11. This shows how tough life 
was for the Andersons, with the mother resorting to pilfering 
turnips to feed herself and the family. Given how tough his 
upbringing was, it makes the successes of Daw’s family all the 
more remarkable. Daw had two daughters Elspeth (1845-1848), 
Elspeth (1852-1910), and two sons Jamie (1842-1905) and David 
(1847-1912). Jamie was one of the game’s greats, winning three 
opens in a row in 1877, 1878 and 1879. David would run his 
own shop with his son Walter as D&W Anderson before 
becoming D. Anderson & Sons circa 1893.

In the precognitions, a new element of Daw’s life emerges. 
Noted as a 60 year old and a club-maker, Daw says,  

‘I own one of the houses on the feus given off in 1820. It is 
next door to Tom Morris and I used it for a club shop. It 
opens from the road in question.’ 

Given that we know that Forgan owned the property to the 
left of Tom’s shop, Daw’s house is 9 The Links, pictured here 
to the immediate right of Tom’s shop, in an image kindly pro-
vided by a private collector and the St Andrews Preservation 
Trust. 

 The valuation rolls provide more information showing 
that whilst Daw had his shop downstairs, his son Jamie lived 
upstairs with his family. Throughout this time Jamie had his 
own shop at 122 Market Street whilst Daw lived at 43 North 
Street before moving to 10 College Street, where he would live 
for the remainder of his days. Daw’s son, David, lived next 
door with his family at number 12 College Street until 1891, 
when he would move into 5 Ellice Place. Number 12 would 
transfer to Daw’s grandson William, (Jamie’s son) and it was 
here that Daw passed away in 1901.

The 1870s were a golden time for the Andersons. Jamie was 
at his peak, touring the united Kingdom with Tommy Morris 

Fig. 5, Legal File against James Anderson, courtesy of the 
University of St Andrews

Fig. 6, Map showing Daw Anderson’s House, 9 The Links
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and Davie Strath and winning three opens in a row. There 
is a lovely note12 in the Malcolm and Crabtree book on old 
Tom Morris about a coachman of the town’s four-in-hand at 
Carnoustie who remembered a great professional tournament 
coming to Carnoustie.

 ‘I remember us lining up at the station looking for Young 
Tom Morris, David Strath and Jimmy Anderson, as if we were 
to welcome three kings.’ 

They were indeed kings.
of Jamie’s eleven children, Janet was born at 9 The Links 

in 1876, Helen in 1878 and John in 1880.  Jamie lived there for 
nine  years but by 1883, the house and shop are unoccupied. 
From 1884-1886 it is occupied by the St Andrews Working 
Men’s Coffee House. Robert Forgan would eventually buy 
the property in 1887 and rent the downstairs shop section to 
confectioner Robert Smart. 

For interest, the houses, businesses and developments 
around Links Road were built in the following order following 
David Robertson’s (1775-1836) house (Allan’s father) on the 
corner of the links circa 1828. 
1848 – Tom Morris first shop (later 15 The Links)
1871 - 14 The Links - owned by a Mr Harris and tenanted by 
Sir Thomas Moncrieffe, who had employed Allan Robertson 
as his regular caddy and sometime partner in foursomes 
matches
1873 – 9 The Links – owned by Daw Anderson
1873 - 15 The Links - owned by Major Allen’s on the site of 
old Tom’s first shop. 
1876 – 16 The Links (now Waldon House) – owned by 
Charles Carnegie
1892 – Rusacks Hotel
1893 – Bruce Embankment
1894 – 13 The Links (St Andrews Golf Club) – owned by 
Robert Burnett 
1894 – 11/12 The Links (St Rule Club) – owned by George 
Murray
1894 – The Grand Hotel

It is remarkable to think that at one time Daw Anderson’s 
shop stood alongside those of Tom Morris and Robert Forgan. 
Each of them was hugely influential in St Andrews in their 

own right. 
Hopefully in time, the successes of Daw the family man, 

club-maker, caddy and Keeper of the Green, will be recog-
nised. Sadly, today both Daw and Jamie rest together in an 
unmarked grave in St Andrews cemetery about fifteen paces 
from Allan Robertson’s obelisk, on the other side of the path. 
They are in the grave that Jamie had organised for his 8 month 
son David, who died in 1863. They deserve better.

The Greatest of Golf Dynasties
The golfing clans of Robertson, Morris and Anderson remark-
ably all derive from one marriage. David Robertson I (c1660) 
married one Margaret Fisher (c1660) in St Andrews on the 2nd 
of December 1680. They had one daughter and six sons. The 
Robertson and Anderson clans derive from their son David II 
(1686), the Morris clan from their son Patrick (1684). I appre-
ciate that following family trees can be very hard reading, so 
I will be brief. 

David II married Elizabeth Corsar on the 21st of october 
1707. They had three children. Their son David III (1707), mar-
ried Margaret Smith on the 30th of July 1741 who died on the 
28th June 1742. David III married his cousin Marion on  the 20th 
January 1743. They had six children. Their son Patrick (1748) 
married Elizabeth Gibson on the 3rd of June 1774. They had two 
children. Their son David IV who was Allan Robertson’s father 
married Anne Bell in St Andrews on the 14th of February 1808. 
Patrick’s daughter Elspeth (1778) married Matthew Alexander 
(1778) in St Andrews on the 26th April 1798. They had nine 
children including a daughter Margaret in 1808. Margaret 
would marry Daw Anderson. She was the first cousin to Allan 
Robertson. 

Regarding the Morris line, David I’s son Patrick Robertson 
(1684) married Christian Millar (1684) in St Andrews on the 
20th of May 1711. They had seven children. Their daughter Janet 
(1720) would marry John Morris (1722) in 1744. They had four 
children. Their son John (1752) married Grizzel Gatherum 
(1758) in 1777. Their son John married Jean Bruce (1778) in 
1806. John was Tom Morris’s father.

To summarize, the most influential people of the era 
such as Allan Robertson, Jamie Anderson, Tom and Tommy 
Morris all descend from this one marriage in 1680. From one 

Fig. 7, Daw Anderson’s first shop is just to right of the 
current Tom Morris shop, St Andrews Preservation Trust

Fig. 8, Tom Morris’s shop, 
Mrs D Mould
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marriage, there would be a multitude of golf course records, 
open championships, the management and layout of the St 
Andrews Links and others, ball and club-makers, double 
greens, tin cups in holes and much, much more. What a 
dynasty.

University of St Andrews Special Collections
The golf collection in the university of St Andrews Special 
Collections Department is sublime. The majority of findings 
in this article come from the collection. over time I hope to 
return to look at the precognitions in detail. There have been 
many more revelations including the location of the short 
holes and the increasing width and growth of the 1st fairway of 
the old Course as measured by historian David Hay Fleming.

The Golf Collections Department, which was headed up 
by Dr Tony Parker, (who has now left to work at the Wrld 
Golf Hall of Fame) has ambitions to create a dedicated golf 
research centre in St Andrews, where historians can come to 
the very centre of golfing knowledge in the Home of Golf. 
There is considerable warmth locally for this proposal and as 
I hope this article shows, there is much to be achieved if they 
are successful.

 Please contact Dr Anthony Parker for more detail through 
the BGCS Members Directory. 
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________________________________
Help Wanted

History of Club Golf de Valescure - Saint-Raphael, France.

Mme. Cecilia Lyon, who is a Member of this French Riviera 
Club has asked me for help in uncovering historical informa-
tion; statistical; newspaper/magazine articles; photographs 
etc. in connection with the book she intends publishing in 
2015, commemorating the Club’s 120 year history. Sadly, 
many records were lost whilst the country was under German 
occupation during WW2; but she has nevertheless managed 
to compile most of her intended script, However, she is look-
ing  for any information to fill in gaps. 
Mme. Lyon would be extremely grateful for any help that 
can be given to her by BGCS members. Her personal details 
are : u.K.telephone (mobile) - 07791116685; email address  - 
cecilia@lyon.uk.net. or I can be contacted as intermediary at 
01244 - 371842.

Norman Fox

Fig..9, St Andrews Links 
courtesy of St Andrews Preservation Trust
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Golf and the last Grandee

       rt hon a j balfour

Readers of Through the Green are well acquainted 
with Arthur Balfour. James Michael Brown’s well-
known picture for the Life Association of Scotland 
Calendar featured in 1896 the then Leader of the 

House of Commons, and future Conservative Prime Minister, 
surveying a critical putt during that year’s Parliamentary 
Handicap Tournament at Furzedown. The event was instituted 
in 1891 and is still in the parliamentary calendar. In recent 
years Brown’s picture has often graced the front cover of the 
society’s magazine. 1A J commanded a wide and attentive audi-
ence for much of his life, invariably in the House of Commons 
but not least on this occasion, as a group of MPs anxiously 
await the outcome of a critical putt. Arthur knew the course 
well; after all he was the club’s president. ‘only players who use 
their iron deftly,’ wrote Hutchinson, ‘can expect to get round 
under three figures.’ 

A predecessor of Willie Whitelaw
Golf played an important role in Balfour’s life despite his min-
isterial responsibilities. A one-time Honorary President of the 
Professional Golfers’ Association, he was an active member 
of North Berwick Golf Club and put the so-called ‘Biarritz of 
the North’ firmly in the lead in the list of fashionable resorts. 
In fact the town was ever after identified with golf.2 In his 
autobiography he spoke of his holidays:‘I spent each September 
at North Berwick, at the Bass Rock Hotel, or in later years at Bradbury’s, in 
rooms which looked down on the seventeenth green and the first tee, framed 
in a landscape embracing the little harbour, the Isle of May, and other islands 

which skirt the Firth of Forth, and the stately profile of the Bass Rock.’ 3He 
confessed that he lived a solitary and well-filled life, playing 
two rounds of golf or more a day. Evenings were spent in 
dealing with his official government papers.

The days of darkness
Bernard Darwin once said that no golfer was more widely 
known to the outside world  than Arthur Balfour.4 And who 
could disagree with the great statesman, who in 1890 said ‘a 
tolerable day, a tolerable green, a tolerable opponent, supply, or ought to 
supply, all that any reasonably constituted human being should require in 
the way of entertainment?’ Explaining why he did not take up the 
game of golf until the 1880s, Balfour said ‘I spent the critical years 
at schools and university, which in those days of darkness knew nothing of 
golf!’5 Not that his school and university days at Eton College 
and Trinity College were particularly noteworthy.6  However, 
he went on to explain that the game was not yet the interna-
tional obsession it would later become, and was not much 
played outside Scotland.7 However, we are reminded by 
Darwin that ‘golf came with a mighty rush towards the end of the eight-
ies.’ It is difficult to say now how much the fact that Mr Arthur 
Balfour, as he was then, was an enthusiastic player, increased 
golf ’s popularity. Perhaps it only hastened a movement that 
was inevitably on its way, but that this gallant and romantic 
figure, the Secretary for Ireland in perilous times, was seen 
to be playing with guardian detectives hovering on the links, 
unquestionably had its effect.’8 As David Hamilton reminds 
us ‘Balfour’s predecessor as Secretary for Ireland had been assassinated in 
Dublin, on common land occasionally used for golf.’9 one thinks of that 
other prominent Secretary of State for Northern Ireland in 
the 1970s, fine golfer, former R&A Captain and distinguished 
Scot, Lord Whitelaw.

 
A ball on the rocks
Amusingly enough, and as Darwin points out ‘Balfour’s 
feats at golf had their place in the London papers, which 
as yet would scarcely afford a line to the most eminent of 
champions.’ Arguably when they did - years later - it was 
largely because of the pioneering journalism of Bernardo 
himself in The Times, The Evening Standard and Country 
Life. Years later, according to Darwin, there was a sentence 
in one of the newspapers that used to be treasured by some 
of the less reverent at North Berwick, where Balfour was a 

Dudley Woods
looks at the golfing life of the Right Honourable A J Balfour M P

Wrench Series postcard, posted St Andrews 1903 showing 
Rt Hon A J Balfour MP, Old Tom Morris and Rt Hon H H 

Asquith M P  
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member: ‘the Premier made an unfortunate start, put his ball on the rocks 
and took eight at the first hole.’ However, Bernard said ‘the detailed 
fervour with which the Press pursued him on the links had begun a good 
deal earlier.’ 10 Nowadays it might have been an item for News at 
Ten if not Panorama. Politicians command so little respect 
today, although one suspects that his game was on a higher 
plane than that of the Presidential Triumvirate of Eisenhower, 
Ford and Clinton! Public figures still enjoyed some privacy 
in Balfour’s day and you wonder if Bernard Darwin was right 
when he wrote that we live in such a dreadfully grown-up 
world nowadays.

‘The Humours of Golf ’
With his impressive breeding, London society soon took 
notice of Arthur Balfour. A close friend of Curzon, he was 
the descendant of two great families and the heir to a large 
fortune. According to his friend, Lady Warwick, he was ‘a sort 
of sun, illuminating the subsidiary stars that floated around him!’ Brilliant, 
handsome and possessing a personal charm that became 
legendary, Balfour lost no time in emulating the press and 
wrote an article on the game for the Badminton Library third 
edition of Golf, edited by Horace Hutchinson, in 1892. It was a 
substantial contribution of twenty-two pages on The Humours 
of Golf. He came from a golfing family, although Lady Lytton, 
a close friend, said ‘I always thought the game dull to watch, but it is still 
more dull to play!’ The Last Grandee he may have been, but he 
had a lively sense of humour. He spoke of one intending golfer 
writing to a friend, saying that ‘all his arrangements for playing were 
nearly completed: he had purchased the necessary implements; he had been 
elected at the club, and he had hired a bunker for his own exclusive use!’11 

Balfour had heard about a game in which one of the players 
finally emerged from ‘one of those yawning sandpits [and] a controversy 
arose between the caddies as to whether he had played forty-five or sixty-five 
before getting out!’ Despite being an aristocrat and having no 
common touch, perhaps it was remarks like this that earned 
Arthur the respect of the ordinary golfer. Although a wit he 
could be severe on his own race. In 1892 he said ‘there will 
soon be more greens in England than in Scotland; and more 
players of English extraction than Scotch. ‘Do you have much 
play here?’ said someone to the keeper of a racket court in the 
neighbourhood of an English golf links. ‘We used to, sir,’ said the 
man ‘but ever since this damned Scotch croquet has come into fashion, no 
one comes into the court.’12 However, he was also particularly severe 
on English caddies and wrote: ‘there are greens in England where, 
either because golf has been too recently imported or because it suits not the 
genius of the population, many of the caddies are not only totally ignorant of 
the game, which is bad, but are wholly uninterested in it, which is far worse!’13  

 

Famously, old Tom Morris described Balfour as ‘a thoughtful 
player, very sparing with his shots.’14  of course he must have endeared 
himself to Morris by attending his son Tommy’s funeral.15  
Arthur spoke glowingly of old Tom on his death in 190816 
and there was a wreath and a message of condolence from the 

former Prime Minister.17 With a golf handicap that at its best 
hovered around ten, over a century later Balfour was given an 
entire chapter in the official history of the Royal and Ancient 
Golf Club of St. Andrews.18He once said of the game ‘as a Scot my 
heart swells with pride when I reflect that it is from Scotland that the infection 
has spread, not merely throughout the whole of the united Kingdom, but 
through every part of the world where the English tongue is spoken.’

Medal Day at St. Andrews, 1894
on a fine october morning, two years after the 1892 
Parliamentary Handicap event previously mentioned, an 
excited crowd appeared on the first tee at 9 am for the Right 
Honourable A J Balfour, MP was beginning his captaincy 
of the R&A. He had been elected to the club less than a year 
before and as its historians point out ‘only royalty could boast a 
shorter period of transition from joining the Club to captaincy.’19 Having 
spent the two previous days in practice rounds with old Tom 
Morris and Johnny Laidlay, Arthur was facing the onerous 
task of playing himself in as captain. The famous occasion was 
reported in detail in Golf magazine20 and as every visitor to the 
R&A clubhouse knows, depicted in the remarkable painting 
‘Medal Day at St. Andrews’ by the well-known miniaturist, 
Alexander Wardlow. We are told that the artist indulged in a 
degree of artistic licence and certainly none of the many ladies 
that were present appeared in the painting, although there was 
a dog! In fact, just as he was teeing off Arthur was molested 
by the mongrel.21 He had to step aside but to the relief of all 
concerned - not to say Balfour himself - the newly-appointed 
Captain had a perfectly decent tee shot. The account in Golf 
spoke of ‘a whole array of small boys and caddies [who] stationed themselves 
on or about the road ready to grab the ball.’ It went on to say ‘he carried 
the lot, and also the road – no bad shot and, as he himself 

Medal Day at St Andrews 1894 from the painting by 
Alexander H Wardlow
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observed at the dinner in regard to it “if there have been better ones, 
in popular phrase, I wouldn’t take it back!”’ It appears that ‘thereafter the 
Captain went on his way, and holed his first St. Andrews Medal round in 96.’ 
The next year as outgoing captain, Balfour played again in the 
medal. Sadly, this time the St Andrews Citizen reported that 
‘medal day brought him too intimate an acquaintance with the bunkers’ and 
his score went unrecorded. However, his farewell dinner at the 
Cross Keys was  a great success. The R&A’s historians tell us 
that the following day Balfour played two foursomes, winning 
one and losing the other. That evening he attended the Ball and 
departed the next morning for North Berwick. 

The first Prime Minister to own a car
Balfour was born before the telephone or the internal combus-
tion engine and lived well into a time when aircraft and auto-
mobiles were commonplace. He was the first prime-minister 
to own a motor car. He was certainly an astute politician and 
could be ruthless. Indeed, the picture in many people’s minds 
was of Balfour stretched out languidly on the front bench star-
ing at his nails as screaming Tory backbenchers railed down 
Asquith and supporters of his Parliamentary Bill threatening 
to abolish the House of Lords. For all of Balfour’s affability on 
the golf course, Winston Churchill likened him to ‘a powerful 
graceful cat walking delicately and unsoiled across a rather muddy street!’ He 
also considered him ‘a languid, lazy lackadaisical cynic!’22 As Arthur’s 
biographer, R J Q Adams, reminds us ‘Balfour first entered the 
cabinet when living memory still encompassed Wellington and Peel.’23 Born 
a Victorian, he was First Lord of the Treasury when the great 
Queen died. And yet at the time of his own death, Ramsay 
MacDonald, the illegitimate offspring of a Scottish labourer 
and a housemaid was ensconced at 10 Downing Street! Arthur 
Balfour died in the age of one-man (or woman) one-vote; and 
in his time he had played with a multitude of great golfers 
from Tom Morris, Vardon, Braid, J H Taylor and Walter 
Hagen. According to Bernard Darwin, in those days eminent 
statesmen were often to be seen at Walton Heath and although 
men such as Balfour may even have said unguarded things, 
they knew they would never be repeated by a discreet James 
Braid, the club professional. As far as the game was concerned, 
Arthur’s captaincy of the R&A contributed to the status of its 
Club and - as its latest historians remind us - created a more 
sympathetic sentiment amongst its many English critics.

 The famous clubs at Maister House
In those days it was not unusual for golfers to be members 
of half a dozen golf clubs. However, it was once said that 
Balfour is said to have belonged to over a hundred! If he did 
it almost certainly came about because he was asked to open 
so many golf courses and the clubs invariably made him an 
honorary member. In 1894 The Times commented on Arthur’s 
role in the national game: ‘Mr. Balfour has insensibly attained to a 
sort of grandmastership of golf players in this country. It seems to be tacitly 
assumed that a new golf club can hardly be satisfactorily set on foot without 
his assistance.’ 24 He was a member of Walton Heath Golf Club 

which at the time, according to Darwin, had a decidedly 
political atmosphere, due directly or indirectly to Lord 
Riddell, the newspaper magnate. Bernard confesses that ‘in 
these circles I never moved but I fancy the politicians were chiefly but not 
wholly of the Liberal persuasion.’ They certainly included Balfour, 
Lloyd George and Churchill.25  Arthur was a highly respected 
figure in the golfing world. Priding himself in his knowledge 
of the game, he was adamant that the famous old golf clubs 
that were found in a walled-up closet at Maister House in Hull 
were of Stuart origin.26 Clearly no less an authority than Sir 
Guy Campbell agreed with him. The clubs which are now in 
the British Golf Museum at St. Andrews were the subject of a 
fascinating article by Philip Boulton in Through the Green in 
December 2010.
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Letter from Oz

It doesn’t seem so long ago that I was reporting the 100th 

birthday of Al Howard, prolific golf architect, profes-
sional golfer and golf journalist. Now, with a sadness 
shared with golfers in Australia and the world at large, I 

have to report that Al died on the 9th of January.
Al is best known for his work as a golf architect. I doubt 

if there has been any golf architect as prolific as Al. It was not 
only the number of courses he designed or renovated but the 
wide range in the sort of golf courses. Al worked on simple 
low-budget municipal courses, courses with sand greens in 
rural Australia as well as courses for private clubs and resorts 
with more generous budgets. I believe that Al’s favourites were 
the two 18-hole courses for Coolangatta-Tweed Heads Golf 
Club and the course for the Tasmania Golf Club on Barilla 
Bluff. The 3rd hole at Tasmania GC is a much discussed and 
photographed hole. It is a supremely challenging golf hole. 
A combination of the natural terrain and clever design gives 
the golfer many options on how to play it. on similar terrain 
it is often favourably compared to the much praised 18th at 
Pebble Beach.

In his book 19th Hole Nostalgia Al described his introduc-
tion to golf architecture, as a lad of about fifteen, working with 
his father Tom Howard and Eric Apperly on laying out The 
Lakes, which happens to be my home course. “So commenced 
my apprenticeship in golf course design …in that hilly and 
scrubby terrain … as chief ‘gofer’ for the team at The Lakes I 
dragged the chain through thicket and tussock, waved flags 

from sandhills and swamps and unbeknown to them plotted 
a few diabolical holes of my own.”

My fondest memory of Al was at a seminar held by the 
Australian Golf Heritage Society in 2009 with golf writers 
Terry Smith and Jim Webster reminiscing about the old pros. 
Without warning Al, with all of his ninety four years got on 
his feet, walked on to the stage and used his walking stick 
to demonstrate how to make your golf swing foolproof. It 
brought the house down.

The 2013 Australian Hickory Shaft Championship was held 
in November at Carnarvon Golf Club in Sydney. A field of 
30 plus golfers set to with the hickories. 2009 winner Derrin 
Morgan repeated his success taking the trophy with a fine 
score of 76. Derrin is now with the Royal Navy and based in 
Sydney. At the Australian Golf Heritage Society we are all hop-
ing that he will take part in some of our other hickory events 
during the year. Runner-up with 78 was Darron Watt from 
the Wagga Wagga Country Club. Darron is relatively new to 
hickory golf and travelled all the way from Wagga Wagga, a 
distance of 450 km, to play in this event.
The National Hickory Challenge, an initiative of the 
Golf Society of Australia, gor off to a good start in 2012. 
unfortunately the 2013 event, scheduled to be held in 
November at Croydon Golf Club in Melbourne, had to be 
cancelled due to insufficient numbers.

Previously in Letter from oz I made references to a claim 
for the Norfolk Island Golf Course as an old golfing site dating 
from the 1840s. I promised to let TTG readers know if reliable 
evidence was ever published. It would appear that the 1840s 
date has now been superseded or abandoned. A claim for 
1834 has been made in the latest issue of Golfika, magazine of 
the European Association of Golf Historians and Collectors. 
I’ll keep readers informed whenever reliable evidence is 
published.

Al Howard,  aged 94,  demonstrates  the  foolproof 
swing

Al Howard with Norman von Nida



 |  17

In the 1800s, the disease of tuberculosis was extremely 
common. only after the turn of the century did some 
measures, like isolation, assist sufferers, and finally 
antibiotics enabled regular cures from the 1950s. In the 

early days, before the X-rays and other tests were available, the 
diagnosis was made, probably fairly accurately, by the sufferer 
and the community. Known as consumption (or phthisis), it 
differed from other chronic debilitating diseases in affecting 
the young and gave weight loss, with a chronic blood-stained 
cough. It took a lingering course with improvements and 
relapses. While it could end in death, a characteristic feature 
was that complete recovery was possible, and could be hoped 
for. It was thought then that the disease was congenital 
because whole families were affected, but the explanation was 
instead that close contact, particularly in overcrowded living 
conditions, gave cross-infection. The only hope was the advice 
given in the late 1800s, to seek a change of air, and in Britain 

The Tuberculosis Golfer

David Hamilton 
describes how many early players were afflicted, and suggests that their disease had hidden importance

this meant travel to Europe or beyond.  The stigma of the 
word ‘consumption’ was often avoided at the time, making the 
diagnosis uncertain historically. But when a chest complaint 
(or even ‘poor health’) with a chronic relapsing course is 
described, and other young member of the family affected and 
advice was given to leave the country, the diagnosis is likely. 

The afflicted
Tuberculosis was said to affect creative persons, and certainly 
many poets, writers and musicians where afflicted. Indeed, 
in the Romantic period, tuberculosis was seen as the price 
of artistic success. But many others were sufferers, notably 
ordinary working people. In early St Andrews ‘consumption’ 
and ‘phthisis’ was noted to be common among the feather ball 
makers. Later in St Andrews and elsewhere in the nineteenth 
century there were a remarkable number of young men who 
were good golfers and had the disease or died from it. 

Fig. 2, Young Tom MorrisFig. 1, Davie Strath

the tuberculosis golfer
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The Straths
The most poignant sufferer was David (‘Davie’) Strath (1849-
1879) (Fig.1) whose short but successful career has been well 
described. He grew up with young Tommy Morris (Fig.2) in 
St Andrews and rivalled him in performance. After tying for 
the 1876 open, two years later, the journals noted that Strath 
was ‘far from well’ due to a ‘hereditary lung infection’ and 
after advice was given, he set out for Australia. Seriously ill on 
arrival, he died shortly afterwards. The final event was tuber-
culous laryngitis, which would be a precise, visible diagnosis. 
Earlier, his brother Andrew, winner of the open 1865, was ill 
shortly after, recovered somewhat, but died age 32 in 1868. 
Young Tommy Morris himself died suddenly in 1875 age 24 
and the post-mortem showed ‘a burst blood vessel in the lung.’ 
Though the appearances were not typical of tuberculosis, he 
would have been lucky to escape this infection, since he spent 
much time with Davie Strath, including rooming together 
on their successful exhibition challenge matches throughout 
Scotland in the early 1870s.

Another well-known case among the St Andrews players 
was that of Hugh Kirkaldy (1868-97) open Champion in 1891.
(Fig 3) He was even ‘in poor health’ at the time of his open 
victory and it was always said at St Andrews that his brother 
Andrew, needing to finish with two pars to win, deliberately 
played badly for a 5, 6 finish to let unwell Hugh win.  Hugh 
still played to a high standard, but thereafter his decline was 
mentioned in the golfing magazines and in 1896 his admirers 
said there were ‘hopes he can move to a warmer climate.’   An 
appeal was raised by the R&A, but after failing to rally, he died 
in 1897 age 29.

North Berwick
Some North Berwick cases are also well known. Tom Dunn 
(1849-1902), as early as 1889, had been advised by gentlemen 
at North Berwick ‘to seek a warmer climate’ which he did 
briefly, then returned to English and America posts, but died, 
of tuberculosis, in a Bristol sanatorium. David ‘Davie’ Grant 
Jnr was almost certainly a sufferer. A visitor at North Berwick 
in 1894 noted that ‘he suffers from a chuckle in his throat ... 
he is really consumptive and has an idea that if he went south 
all would be well.’ In fact he went to Biarritz and taught in the 
winter seasons from 1898, but deteriorated and returned to an 
Edinburgh sanatorium where he died in 1903.

Harry Vardon was certainly another sufferer.  In 1903 he 
famously had a lung haemorrhage while playing on his own 
course. The diagnosis was clear and he entered the private 
Mundesley sanatorium for complete rest followed by ‘open air’ 
treatment: he made a reasonable recovery after a year.  Walter 
Travis also probably afflicted, but concealed his poor health 
from 1916. Moving to Denver to regain health in a sanatorium 
he died shortly after in 1927. 

The amateurs 
Young amateurs were also not spared. A St Andrews student 
Peter C. Anderson (1871-1955) was noted to be ‘not par-
ticularly healthy’ but in 1893 age 22, entering the Amateur 
Championship for the first time, he beat Laidlay in the final 
at Prestwick. Soon it was recorded that he had a ‘lingering 
lung infection’ or ‘pleurisy’ and he moved to Australia in 1896 
where he completely recovered. 

Perhaps the most remarkable case history is that of A J 
T‘ Jack’ Allan. He studied medicine at Edinburgh university, 
and, thought to be ‘consumptive’, open-air recreation was 
advised. In 1892 he took up golf, playing on Braid Hills near 
his home, and soon attracted attention at local tournaments 
and set local course records. His first (and last) entry for the 
Amateur Championship was at Muirfield in 1897. He played 
and won the event with notable self-confidence. Six months 
later he graduated in medicine but shortly afterwards entered 
a sanatorium and died on 3 March 1898. It was commented 
at the time that his ‘somewhat meteoric win in the Amateur 
Championship resembled and involuntarily recalls that of 
Peter Anderson at Prestwick.’  

Other possibilities
on the look-out for other examples, less conclusive cases pre-
sent themselves. The talented Scottish professionals who had 
success as players in early American golf were not particularly 
healthy. Willie Campbell whose ‘health had been poor for ten 
years’ moved in 1894 to Boston and died there age 38, prob-
ably from tuberculosis. Carnoustie’s talented David Bell was 
‘in poor health’ before he moved to America but picked up. 
Fred Mackenzie a dominant local amateur in St Andrews’ golf 
from 1900-26, left St Andrews for America ‘for health reasons’, 
but improved and returned well. Lawrence ‘Laurie’ Waters 

Fig. 3, Hugh Kirkaldy 1868-1897
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(d.1897) of St Andrews played well and had a record 73 in the 
1891 open, but his ‘health had broke down’ and emigrated 
to South Africa. His brother Hugh died in Scotland after a 
‘protracted illness’.

A suggestion
Tuberculosis was a common disease in the nineteenth century, 
and it is not surprising that so many players were affected. But 
looking closely at the chronology, some were playing at their 
best while this slowly developing disease was well-established 
and even nearing a serious or fatal phase. Tuberculosis starts 
insidiously and takes years to destroy lung tissue. Two of the 
golfers – Davie Strath and Jack Allan were at the height of 
their golfing prowess while harbouring established disease 
and close to death. Two others, P C Anderson and Vardon 
were winners while affected, but recovered. Their tubercular 
affliction in these cases did not follow their years of golfing 
achievement - it preceded their triumphs.  Though golf is not 
a particularly physical game, chronic chest disease should have 
held them back. Instead the opposite seems to have been the 
case. Is it possible that they played well because they had the 
disease? This suggestion seems fanciful when first heard.

The tubercular life
The textbooks of the day describe the long course of untreated 
and advanced tuberculosis, an ordeal which is now no longer 
seen.  The apparent linkage with artistic creativity was noted 
by doctors, and this creative output was maintained even when 
recovery was unlikely. The physicians of the day also noticed 
an inappropriate mental state in some advanced consump-
tives. Though probably doomed, they had self-confidence, 
heightened cognition, unexpected vitality and optimism, 
a hopefulness termed the ‘spes phthisica’ by doctors, and 
they might make grand and unreasonable plans for travel or 
marriage. The physicians of the day proposed that a toxin of 
some kind was released from the diseased tissue which caused 
exultation of the mind and gave a ‘cocaine-like’ effect. The 

We welcome the following new members and look forward to 
meeting them at future meetings or perhaps as contributors 
to Through the Green

Name               Address      Collecting Interests

Christopher Keller      Wimbledon History and Memorabilia
Alistair J Low                Gullane             History
Mrs Jane Blackstock    South Wirral  Books, Clubs, General
Michael J Mullins         Perth                 General
David M Thomas          Hanley Swan  Clubs
William W Reed           Des Moines     General
Martin G Price              North Creake  General 
M/s Gilly Burdon         North Creake  General

New Members Literati News
David Hamilton reports that on Thursday the 29th of May 
olive Geddes has arranged for the Literati group to meet in 
the National Library of Scotland in Edinburgh. Members 
will have the chance to see some of the Library’s treasures. 
This is just before the Scottish Hickory Championship 
events.
In the autumn, following on from the success of previous 
years, the group are invited to return to the clubhouse at 
Royal Blackheath G C on the afternoon of Saturday the 4th 
october wher our host will be Richard Williams.
Plans are already afoot for 2015 when at the time of the 
open Championship, 16th -19th July, consideration is being 
given to a more formal meeting on ‘golf heritage’. This could 
be on the Monday or Tuesday practice days. 

physician William Mayo taught that unusual vitality and vig-
our in a consumptive ‘precedes another bout with the enemy.’

The list of golfers affected by the disease makes melancholy 
reading. But recalling these old clinical and literary observa-
tions on tuberculosis suggests a new feature of the otherwise 
grim infection of old.  Golf is not a particularly physical game 
and if the disease did give this self-confidence then that is 
exactly what golf requires. Perhaps tuberculosis was good for 
your golf.
These literary references are listed in Neil S  Millar and David 
Hamilton ‘A 1725 postmortem and the manufacture of feather 
golf balls’ Through the Green, June 2012: 42-45; feather inhala-
tion was blamed. 
Peter Crabtree ‘The fate of David Strath, champion golfer’ 
Through the Green, June 2006: 34-38.
 Robert Clark in his Golf: a Royal and Ancient Game 1876, gave 
the findings at the (limited) post-mortem that an artery had 
burst under the right lung.
 For the allegations that Andrew let his brother Hugh win in 
1891, see Bobby Burnet The St Andrews Opens, Edinburgh 
1990: 51. In subsequent opens, Hugh was second in 1892 
and fourth in 1893, with a score which included a brilliant 77 
last round at Prestwick. He was 13th in 1894 and 15th in 1895. 
Hugh’s later portraits suggest weight loss. 
 See details in ‘The History of  Mundesley Hospital’ at www.
davidbakerphotography.com.
Bob Labbance The Old Man:  the Biography of Walter J Travis, 
Sleeping Bear Press 2000.
 Barry Leithhead ‘Peter Corsar Anderson: A developer of golf in 
Australia’ Through the Green September 2015: 36-40.
 R A P Burt ‘Nae tackety boots – but he won at Muirfield!’ 
Through the Green March 2009: 22-27 See editor Elliott 
Cockell’s tribute and (unreliable) recollection of the event in 
Golf Illustrated January 21st 1939.
Henry Leach Great Golfers in the Making, London 1907: 264.
 Henry Leach (note 10): 26.
The Golfer, 7 April 1897
 See Lewis Moorman Tuberculosis and Genius, Chicago 1940

the tuberculosis golfer
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Balcarres today is a modest stone building, set 
back from the road behind a low wall, in Millhill, 
Musselburgh. The coping used to have railings, but 
they were taken for wartime armaments, and have 

been replaced by mesh fencing. The house is now part of 
Loretto School’s girls boarding complex. In 1934 they bought 
it from Robert Bissett, a local builder, who owned the yard 
next door. He had bought the house in 1901. When he did so 
he brought an end to one of the most famous and long-lasting 
‘occupancies’ in the history of golf, for the previous owner 
was Douglas McEwan Jnr, whose family had made their liv-
ing there for over 50 years.1 In those years the McEwans, and 
Musselburgh, were central to the busiest period of expansion 
that golf had ever seen. 

From the front gate of Balcarres House it is 350 yards to the 
old first tee on Musselburgh Links. In 1846 when the McEwans 
set up their workshop in Musselburgh it was a pivotal location, 
both in time and place. The ordnance Survey map of 1853 
makes this clear. (See Fig. 1)

Cryptically, the building is shown as Golf House2. It is 
unlikely that this would have been recorded as the name of 
a private residence. Certainly no others in the road have any 
such nomenclature. Cartographically the naming of a build-
ing in this way implies a measure of public importance, or 
commercial significance. In the same way in the later 1893 oS 
map3, the site just over the road and closer to the Links, the 
Parks’ workshop complex,4 is named ‘Golf Club Manufactory’ 
in the later 1893 map.3

If Musselburgh at the time was the epicentre of golf, 
Millhill (or Mill Hill) was the game’s ‘Main Street’. Just as they 
had been in Bruntsfield, the McEwans  were there at the right 
time. Golf House was the right place; but its connection to golf 
had been established before their arrival.

Having seen the title ‘Golf House’ on the map, curiosity first 
led me to look at the building some years ago, to see if there 
was any clue as to why it was so named. My interest in Millhill 
generally had been prompted by its neglected significance in 
the history of golf, and the large number of golf professionals 

Mungo Park
examines Musselburgh’s first ‘golf house’ and also Tom Alexander and the McEwans 

Musselburgh’s First ‘Golf House’

Fig 1,The 1853 OS map (courtesy of National Library of Scotland) Golf House is indicated by red dot. The Race Course Stand 
may be seen top right hand corner
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and club-makers (the Parks included) who were described as 
living and working there. In 2010 I was able to make a more 
detailed study and in the intervening period other research 
had suggested the identity of the building’s occupants. In this 
I was assisted by one of the main chroniclers of this phase 
of golf ’s development, John Anderson, a Musselburgh and 
Edinburgh solicitor, was a friend of Willie Park Jnr, a keen 
golfer, and a frequent contributor to the magazine Golf. He 
also, incidentally, lived at number 28 Millhill and was in a 
good position to observe and record its life. In 1896, following 
the sudden death the previous year of Peter McEwan Jnr 
the clubmaker, Anderson, often simply described as ‘J A’ 
in the magazine, wrote a series of three biographical essays 
on the McEwan family. The family was then, as it is now, 
well-known among players and collectors of fine golf clubs 
for the enduring quality and elegance of the clubs that they 
produced. The articles penned by Anderson formed the basis 

for much of what historians have written about the McEwans 
since. They are essential reading for anyone trying to piece 
together Musselburgh’s story,5 and are as near as possible to 
a primary source. They came from personal interviews with 
Peter McEwan before his death, and with his son Douglas 
afterwards. Anderson recorded the family chronology. James 
McEwan had started the business in Bruntsfield in 1770; 
his grandson Douglas later expanded into Musselburgh. In 
Bruntsfield they lived in Wright’s Houses, and in Musselburgh 
they had a shop in Millhill or on the Links. He does not 
indicate in the text specifically where they lived and worked. 
An early and commonly reproduced photograph shows the 
McEwan ‘shop’ on the Links, and it was generally supposed 
that this was where they had stayed. Evidence to the contrary 
lay in the second of Anderson’s articles and suggests a more 
substantial base in addition to the course-side shop. It was 
on re-reading this piece following my first visit to Millhill 

Fig 1, Mr Mc Ewan’s premises at Millhill, Musselburgh Fig 2, Feathery by T Alexander, sold at Christies, July 2000

1893 Map

golf house
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that one of the illustrations seemed familiar. A pencil sketch, 
probably by the artist J Michael Brown, a friend of John 
Anderson and frequent illustrator of his articles in Golf, 
accompanied his text, with the caption, ‘Mr McEwan’s premises 
at Millhill, Musselburgh’.  (See Fig 2) 

The drawing shows a building which, with the removal 
of some later additions, might well be the modern ‘Balcarres’.
There are clear differences; the building in the sketch has no 
bay windows; the surround to the front door is different, but 
the similarities of its peculiar location seemed to be beyond 
doubt, the proximity of a high wall on one side, a passage on 
the other; a small single storey extension to the left. This was 
almost certainly the same building, but the pictorial impres-
sion needed corroboration. The Bursar’s office at Loretto 
kindly provided me with access to a bundle of deeds, which 
referred to their properties. The story that emerged not only 
confirmed the impression provided by Brown’s sketch, but also 
suggested the involvement of an earlier golfer and ball-maker, 
about whom less is known, the elusive Tom Alexander. ( See 
Fig 2)

Early years
Thomas Handyside Alexander was born on the 25th of 
September 1810 in Musselburgh, the son of William Alexander  
and Euphan (Hannan), and baptized on the 7th of october. 
His father was described as a ‘Labourer’.6 Little is known, 
as yet, about his early years, or where he learnt his trade of 
ball-maker. He was five years older than his later playing 
opponent, Allan Robertson of St Andrews. He would have 
been 26 and at the peak of his playing career when, in 1836, 
the Honourable Company of Edinburgh Golfers moved from 
Leith to Musselburgh. In the same year, the Musselburgh Golf 
Club minutes report that

 ‘Thos Alexander, the new Race Stand Attendant, was 
appointed to take charge of the club boxes and prepare holes 
upon the green, salary £5 per annum.’7

It seems that he was already established in the town as 
a golfer of some note and a ball-maker in the town. He was 
Keeper of the Green, and Race Stand Attendant. Alexander 
was clearly central to the game’s organisation there, and pre-
dates by a playing generation figures such as the Dunn twins 
(born 1821), the four Doleman brothers (born 1826 - 1838), 
Willie Park Snr (born 1834) and his brothers Mungo Snr and 
Davie, who were all born in the 1830s. To place him in histori-
cal context Alexander was a contemporary not only of Allan 
Robertson of St Andrews, but of Peter McEwan Snr (James’ 
son) and his brother-in-law, William Gourlay Snr (Douglas 
snr’s son), who were active in Bruntsfield at the same time. 

Anderson says that Alexander had moved from Leith  with 
the Honourable Company, but he may have confused him with 
another Mr Alexander who is indeed referred to as being in 
Leith,

 
‘a fit and proper person to keep a tavern and public house for 
the Reception and Accommodation of the Golf Company’. 8

It is unlikely that this is Musselburgh Thomas Alexander, 
and this is born out by parish records. More probably 
Thomas Alexander was the foremost of the resident artisans 
in Musselburgh who already supplied the existing golf 
community on the Links. 

The other two centres for Edinburgh golf were Bruntsfield 
and Leith Links. As the pressures of the city on Bruntsfield 
Links grew, the two clubs based there, the Edinburgh Burgess’ 
Golfing Society (only ‘Royal’ after 1929), and the Bruntsfield 
Links Golfing Society, moved to Musselburgh and joined their 

Fig.3, Bill of Sale William Murray, Blacksmith to Thomas Alexander, Golf Ball Maker
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Leith colleagues the Honourable Company of Edinburgh 
Golfers there, in 1838 and ’39 respectively. overcrowding and 
encroachment forced them away from their usual greens, and 
they set themselves up in Musselburgh, using local public 
houses to make their matches, and to provide dining facilities.9 

The town was already the home of Musselburgh Golf Club 
and other, less formalised playing groups. It soon became 
the hub of the Edinburgh and Lothians golfing community, 
and attracted the attention of many artisans and craftsmen to 
whom it presented an opportunity and a market, supplying 
equipment, caddies and playing partners to the growing 
numbers of golfers arriving on the Links. Thomas Alexander 
was the most notable of the few established golf suppliers and 
artisan players in the town. 

A minute of the Honourable Company in 1836 says that 

‘they were offered and accepted, accommodation in the 
Racecourse Grandstand for their meetings and refresh-
ments.’ 10

Possibly they shared this accommodation with the other 
clubs, none of whom had their own clubhouse at that time. 
Alexander, as Attendant, would have dominated the market 
for golf products and caddying services. He would have 
been the first to benefit from the influx of new golfers and 
the wealth that they brought with them. Two years after his 
appointment at the Race Stand, in 1838, William Doleman, the 
father of another of Musselburgh’s golfing dynasties appears 
in the Musselburgh Golf Club records (Royal after 1874) as 
Stand Attendant, 

‘and looking after the club boxes for £3 per annum, while T 
Alexander continues to look after the holes and greens for 
£2 per annum.’ 

William Doleman took up residence there 11 and in the same 
year with the arrival of the Edinburgh Burgess’ GS, Tom 
Alexander seems to have set up business in his own right. He 
bought the house in Millhill, numbered 39,12 and named it Golf 
House’ 

In his articles on the McEwans, John Anderson comments

 ‘Alexander died about 1839 or 1840, and Ballantine in 1846; 
and just after the last mentioned year, Mr McEwan opened 
a branch of his business at Musselburgh, near the Links. 
Shortly afterwards he removed this branch to Alexander’s 
old premises at Millhill.’13 

There is some confusion here as the Old Parish Record (oPR) 
shows a rather different picture. In 1840 it reports that 
Alexander was very much alive,

 ‘Alexander, Thomas, Golf Ball Maker, residing in this parish, 
and Hannah Gavin gave up their names for proclamation of 
banns, 3 April 1840.’14  (See Fig. 4)

It seems likely that Peter McEwan’s recollection may 
have been inaccurate concerning Tom Alexander. Indeed in 
1840, far from being dead, not only does he marry but he is 
reported as losing the first match ever to be recorded in the 
papers between ‘non-gentry’, when he lost by 4 holes to Allan 
Robertson in St Andrew’s. This report is significant, not only 
because it sets Tom Alexander among the best golfers in the 
land, but also as it is the first record of the popularisation of a 
golf match by the press. These reports contributed strongly to 
the game’s popularity, particularly when the next generation of 
Willie Park and Tom Morris, the first to play with gutta percha, 
developed their great public rivalries. In 1841 it seems likely 
that Alexander’s work as a ball-maker and his fame as a golfer 
had expanded to the point where his time was more valuably 
spent on his own account than looking after the Links. He 
relinquished his remaining post as Keeper of the Green, leav-
ing William Doleman to take on both duties, for £5 per annum 
(plus 10 shillings coal allowance) and 

‘Mrs Alexander was instructed to deliver up the implements 
for making holes.’15 

Golf House
We know that Tom Alexander married Hannah Gavin in 
1840,14 but it is less certain that they actually lived in the 
Millhill house. They are not to be found anywhere in Scotland 
in the 1841, 1851 or 1861 census, and their whereabouts are 
unknown. No record of the birth of their son is to be found. 
Perhaps he was an early golf émigré. He is mentioned in the 
deeds as ‘lately of Victoria’, although which Victoria is also still a 
mystery, for there were more than one around the globe, at the 
height of the British Empire. Despite this  haziness, Loretto’s 
deeds and the census details show unequivocal details of ‘Golf 
House’ early ownership. They are as follows: -
Thomas Alexander bought  the house in Millhill, numbered 
39 from William Murray, a blacksmith, in 1838 at a cost of 
£150. (See Fig 3) He owned it for the rest of his life, although 
it is uncertain whether he actually lived there. When he died 
in 1868,15 his son Thomas Jnr (‘lately of Victoria’) inherited the Fig. 4, Banns of marriage Thomas Alexander and Hannah 

golf house
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property.16 He sold it to Peter McEwan the club-maker in the 
same year.  

From the census records Douglas McEwan Snr (son of 
Peter Snr and father of Peter Jnr) had indeed established a 
branch of the McEwan club-making business in Musselburgh 
between 1841 and 1851, and had moved his family there. In 
the 1851 census he and all his family are residing in Millhill, 
next on the census list to Trafalgar Lodge  very probably 
Golf House, even though in this period it was still owned by 
Thomas Alexander Snr. 

John Anderson’s article in 189619 says that the McEwans 
opened their premises in Musselburgh ‘shortly after 1846’ and 
installed a Musselburgh man, Frank Doleman (William 
Doleman snr’s son), to manage the Bruntsfield shop, which 
he later took over in his own right. It is possible that Douglas 
McEwan made the move down to Musselburgh at the sug-
gestion of the Bruntsfield Links Golfing Society, who were 
then already playing there, although they had no formal 
clubhouse until 187620. It is also likely that Douglas McEwan 
had heard from his first cousin John Gourlay, the ball maker, 
who had moved there in 1843 as tenant of the Race Stand20, 
that Musselburgh was becoming a ‘boom town’ for golf, and 
that he wanted to exploit the growing market by being ‘close 
to the action’. Given the facts of ownership, it also seems likely 
that the McEwans rented the premises from the Alexanders. 
Whatever the precise details, Douglas McEwan made an 
astute move, for the family prospered in Musselburgh. With 
four major golf clubs in the south east of Scotland in one 
place, demand was high for the quality clubs which bore the 

McEwan stamp.

The McEwan era
Peter McEwan Jnr was 13 when his family moved to 
Musselburgh. After his apprenticeship was complete he 
returned to Bruntsfield, according to Anderson, to run the 
company’s branch there until about 1865, when he changed 
places with his father, Douglas Snr, the younger man taking on 
the running of the company’s main business in Musselburgh. 
By this time the ‘gutty’ had replaced the ‘feathery’. As a result 
the game had, for the fifteen years of Douglas’ presence in 
Musselburgh, seen a surge in popularity. The coming of the 
railway (1847) and the ’gutty’ ball within the space of five years 
in the middle of the century brought exponential growth to 
the town, and must have transformed life in Millhill. In 1868, 
when ‘Golf House’ was offered for sale, Peter was at the height 
of his prosperity. Aged 34, he was a fine golfer, a successful 
master club-maker, and controlled a substantial business. 
‘Golf House’ was purchased from Thomas Alexander jnr, and 
continued to be the centre of the McEwan business and indeed 
of much of golf for the next 24 years. When Peter McEwan Jnr 
finally moved away to Formby with his son William in 1892, he 
left his son Douglas Jnr to run the Musselburgh and Gullane 
workshops. Perhaps it was a prescient move, for he was not 
the only one to move away. In the same year the Honourable 
Company held The open on their new green at Muirfield, 
despite opposition from John Anderson, the solicitor and a 
organiser with Willie Park  jnr. of ‘counter-championship’. In 
1894 and ’98 the Burgess and the Bruntsfield clubs also left. 
The town’s diminution as a main centre of golf was inevitable.

Fig. 5, Balcarres as it is today
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 The Decline
Musselburgh golf was a victim of its own rapid success, and of 
the town’s physical development and prosperity. Its nine-hole 
course could not cope with the popularity that it had helped 
to generate. Trapped between the new buildings of Linksfield 
Road to the south of the course, and the sea to the north, the 
Links (unlike those at St Andrews) had nowhere to expand. 
Projects were suggested and dismissed. Housing took over the 
only potential areas of expansion. Eventually in 1924, the Royal 
Musselburgh would also leave, and the decline was assured. By 
the time that  Peter McEwan Jnr died in 1895, he and his five 
sons, all club-makers, had already dispersed to other clubs, 
with Douglas Jnr managing the businesses and premises 
remotely. In 1897 with a full time job as professional at Ilkley 
the decision was made for the firm to cease trading, although 
curiously a workshop in his name remained at number 2 Links 
Place, in the 1905 Valuation Rolls. 

So it was that in 1901 Douglas McEwan Jnr, now at Ilkley, 
Yorkshire22  sold the house and workshop, numbers 39 and 
41, to Robert Bisset, general contractor and developer, a keen 
golfer and President of the Zingari  Golf Club. He modified 
‘Golf House’ to its present form, adding two bay windows (in 
rather poor quality stonework) to the main elevation, and rais-
ing the adjacent boundary wall. In 1934 it was sold by Bisset’s 
trustees to Loretto School.

Conclusion
Golf House was, in its time, at the centre of golf ’s most dra-
matic expansion. It witnessed a period of unparalleled growth 
in which its occupants, the McEwans were major participants. 
Before that it had been the property of Tom Alexander, a 
ball-maker and top player, and one of the lesser-known 
fathers of Musselburgh golf. His curious disappearance until 
the announcement of his death in 1868, at the age of 58, is a 
mystery which invites further investigation. As a club serv-
ant, a ball-maker and a well-publicised player, Alexander led 
the way. What happened to him and his wife Hannah after 
their marriage remains unclear, but his purchase and later 
sale of ‘Golf House’ provided a base for three generations of 
the McEwans, the most renowned club-making family in 
the game’s history after they moved to Musselburgh in 1846. 
From it they built an unrivalled reputation, for fifty of the 
most significant and innovative years in golf. Alexander’s 
‘Golf House’, the first of several in the town to bear that name, 
provided a focus and training ground for many of the makers 
and players who took the game to the world as the twentieth 
century approached. If Musselburgh were to have a ‘golf trail’ 
there would be few better places to start than its modest stone 
façade which conceals a greater significance
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15. A History of Royal Musselburgh Golf Club, 1774-1999 Why 
Mrs Alexander was instructed is unclear. Perhaps Tom’s playing 
career had taken him away from Musselburgh, but here the history 
becomes hazy and is is hard to find any further record until the sale 
of Golf House on his death. 
16. The original deeds refer – no other record of death has been 
found, as yet.
17. Deeds in the possession of Loretto School, inspected in 2010 by 
the author.
18.Peter McEwan Snr had died in 1836 in Bruntsfield, so this would 
have been Peter McEwan Jnr. 
19.John Anderson article, ‘Golf ’ Magazine, 1896
20. There is some question as to whether the date of the BLGS 
taking over the lease might in fact be 1869. 
21. Dr R A P Burt, historian of the Honourable Company  TTG 
September 2013
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Windsor, located 56 kilometres north-west of 
Sydney and Richmond 7 kilometres away are 
two of Australia’s oldest settlements. Prior to 
European settlement the area was inhabited 

by the Dharug Aboriginal people. European exploration of the 
area began in 1789, a year after settlement by the British, when 
Governor Arthur Phillip found the Hawkesbury riverland 
suitable to supply food to Sydney Town. 

The district and the Windsor townsite were settled in 1794 
when the first 30 acre land grants were made to 22 settlers 
in the Hawkesbury region. Windsor’s streets were not laid 
out until 1810 when Governor Macquarie planned the town, 
named after the English royal town of Windsor. Richmond 
was settled a few years later but had the first golf course and 
club in 1897.

Early Golf in the Windsor District

Dr Ian Jack 
 looks at early golf in the Windsor District of New South Wales with an introduction by Barry Leithhead   

The current Windsor Country Golf Club was formed in 
1962 and the course, laid out on an old dairy farm, was opened 
in 1963. Golf has been played in the district for more than 
a century and as part of the Club’s Jubilee celebrations, a 
special Trophy event, played in May 2013 with hickory clubs, 
celebrated an event in May 1905. For the 1905 event, the former 
Mayor of Windsor, John Jackson Paine opened the course and 
his wife hit the first ball. A prize of a golf club was awarded 
to the men’s and women’s handicap winners and we adopted 
that example in creating the JJP Payne Trophy of three hickory 
shafted clubs. After the 2013 players had finished their lunch, 
the J J Paine Trophy winners were announced and Dr Ian Jack 
then spoke of his research of golf ’s early days in the Richmond 
and Windsor districts.

Image 1, Tea is served at the opening of the Windsor Golf Course in 1905

Early Golf at Windsor, New South Wales, the talk 
given by  by Dr Ian Jack*
It is great to see Windsor Country Golf Club celebrating its 
first fifty years.  But the story goes back another seventy years 
before the 1960s.  Your success was foreshadowed by the golf 
craze which hit Richmond and Windsor in the 1890s.  Robert 
Lewis has touched lightly on these early local golf clubs in the 
first chapter of his new and very welcome Jubilee book, but 

there is a good deal more that can be said about golf beside 
the Hawkesbury in the late Victorian and Edwardian world.

The very early sequence of events is this. It all started in 
Richmond. In 1897 a nine-hole course was laid out on the 
land of the Hawkesbury Agricultural College. In 1898 this 
was extended to a full 18 holes.  In the following year, 1899, 
Richmond Golf Club was founded, with a new course in East 
Richmond, the basis of the present links. Enthusiasm for the 
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the son of another great Presbyterian minister, Dr Geikie, the 
reception was held at the Cameron’s mansion and the names 
of the guests were printed in the Gazette.  The guest-list is a 
roll-call of the founders of golf on the Hawkesbury.

one of the wedding guests was Charles Musson, the much 
loved lecturer in botany and entomology at Hawkesbury 
Agricultural College. Within weeks of the wedding party, 
Musson had opened the first Hawkesbury golf-course, on the 
College paddocks, a nine-hole course for himself, his friends 
and the College students.  The new links were popular and 
were very soon extended to 18 holes.  

When Richmond Golf Club opened on new links in 
East Richmond in 1899 Musson was the founding President, 
working closely with one of his committee members, the 
new Presbyterian minister working jointly with Dr Cameron 
in Richmond and Kurrajong.  This was the Reverend John 
Fergusson, a real golf tragic from Aberdeen, who had mar-
ried another of Dr Cameron’s daughters in 1890, but Fergusson 
died before his father-in-law, in 1903.  As a result Fergusson 
played no direct role in the Windsor Club but was a seminal 
influence all the same.   Musson was the more accomplished 

Image 2, Mr Reg Callahan, winner of the Men’s handicap 
prize in 1905, driving off

Mr John Paine, grandson of J J Paine and Dr Ian Jack

game swept through Richmond. By late April 1899 it was 
reported that ‘Richmond is mostly deserted each afternoon …, 
as many of the leading townspeople are away at the golf links’.

The young of the species were also infected and by June 
1899 the Gazette was reporting that small boys could be seen 
in Richmond Park, ‘imitating their elders, with long sticks 
belting about a ball, stone or anything they can lay their hands 
on’. Within months Windsor people were thinking of starting 
their own golf course, but formal steps were not taken for 
three years, until in 1902 Windsor Golf Club was constituted, 
although the Windsor course was not officially opened until 
1905. 

What were the reasons for this concentrated burst of 
enthusiasm between 1897 and 1905?  Well, just as in 1962, 
there had to be a handful of people with the energy and the 
vision to make things happen.  In the 1890s these enthusiasts 
were largely Scots or of Scottish descent and, moreover, were 
significant members of the Presbyterian church.  Golf has 
been a Scottish game for over five hundred years; golf comes 
naturally to Scots. In Richmond, the impetus came from the 
circle around the immensely influential Presbyterian minister, 
Dr James Cameron, and his wealthy Bowman wife. By 1897 Dr 
Cameron himself was ageing and in ill-health, but he remained 
a benevolent patron of golf until his death in 1905.  He hung 
onto life just long enough to see the Windsor links opened.   

The Camerons had a lordly house in West Market Street, 
beside the church. This was the scene of many significant 
get-togethers of movers and shakers.  When on the 22nd of 
September 1897 one of the many Cameron daughters married 
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golfer, incidentally: he played off scratch, whereas Fergusson 
had a handicap of 33.

Wives and daughters were really important in the golfing 
story and were prominent players from the very beginning 
at both Richmond and Windsor. When Windsor played 
Richmond in october 1902 on the newly established Windsor 
links, on Gosper’s Paddock, there were men and women from 
Richmond, but only ladies from Windsor.   The Windsor ladies 
included the two daughters of the new Presbyterian minister 
at Windsor, Alexander Dandie. The founding President was a 
woman, the wife of a local doctor, Dr Gibson, who was a pillar 
of the church. They also included the daughter of one of the 
elders, G.F. Caddell, and the former Marion Dick, now Mrs 
John Jackson Paine.  

The Scottish and Presbyterian presence in Windsor was 
markedly weaker than in Richmond and there was no central 
point analogous with the Cameron circle in Richmond.   This 
is, I think, the basic explanation for Windsor playing second 
fiddle to Richmond in golf. Nonetheless, the alliance of the 
Dick family and the Paine family was a critical factor in 
Windsor developing a viable club. The Dick family had been 
staunch adherents of the smaller Presbyterian congregation 
in Windsor and had largely paid for the manse purchased for 
the Dandies about 1901.

on the 20th of May 1905, the first ball was struck off the first 
tee of the Windsor links by Marion Dick, now Mrs Paine.  Her 
husband, John Jackson Paine, the solicitor, had just declared 
the course officially open.  Paine’s grandparents had been 
Scottish missionaries to India, where his father had been born: 
his father had come to Victoria in 1855 and then served as town 
clerk at Albury, where John Jackson was born in 1864.  The 
younger Paine moved to Windsor in 1889 and married Marion 
two years later. 
Now both at the Richmond and at the Windsor Clubs women 
were only Associate Members, as they are still today. So it is 
very striking indeed that in 1906 Windsor Golf Club elected 
Mrs Marion Paine as its President and the postmaster’s wife, 
Mrs Fowler, as one of the two Vice-Presidents.  This could 
not happen today, which is a shade counter-intuitive.  Marion 
Paine was the niece of the first mayor of Windsor, Robert Dick, 
while her husband, John Paine, was also mayor for eight years 
up to 1902.  These were significant local members of significant 
local families.  And the Paines have, of course, continued to be 
prominent in this club. 

The younger son and sixth child of John Jackson and 
Marion, John Jackson Dick Paine, who was born a year after 
the golf course opened, married Nancy Pulsford in 1936.  
Along with her husband and father-in-law, this new Mrs 
Paine was a foundation member of the present club in 1963: in 
her honour the Nan Paine trophy is named.  And the present 
Mr and Mrs Paine are still associated with you. Relations 
between Richmond and Windsor clubs were quite cosy. As 
early as 1906, there were mutual invitations to each other’s 
course and we find Charles Musson and his wife playing at 

Windsor, while the Windsor minister’s daughter was play-
ing off scratch at Richmond. But the golfing families which 
represented Windsor in competitions in 1906 on the Windsor 
course, Marshall, Howell-Price, Smith, Fowler and Callaghan, 
are not among the foundation members of your club in 1963.

This is not altogether surprising, however, since these were 
the men and women who allowed the first Windsor Golf Club 
to wither away in 1907.  There was only £1 16.8 left in the Club’s 
account and in 1910 that was donated to the Hawkesbury 
District Hospital. The Richmond Golf Club also failed a few 
years later, as a result of the First World War.

The Windsor Club was, however, the first to restart after 
the war.  A whole new group established a new Windsor 
Golf Club in January 1921, again on James Gosper’s Paddock: 
Gosper was made an honorary life member in recognition 
(which had not been done by the previous club in 1905).  The 
new nine-hole links were laid out by Charlie Campbell of 
Leura and on 27 August 1921 they were formally opened by 
another Scottish-Australian Presbyterian, R.B. Walker, the 
local  member of State Parliament, who hit a decent shot from 
the first tee.

Richmond Golf Club was not reborn until July 1926, and 
then enjoyed an uninterrupted history until the present day.  
But by then Windsor Golf Club mark 2 was already deceased. 
The last mention of it is in october 1923 and in 1931 a sardonic 
article about Windsor, the Rip van Winkle town, with the 
sub-title ‘Hush! They’re Asleep’ asked in passing, ‘Remember 
the Windsor Golf Club?’ It was not until November 1948 that 
the meeting described by Robert Lewis created Windsor Golf 
Club mark 3 and this too failed within a year.

So I congratulate you all for succeeding at the fourth 
attempt to create a permanent golfing presence in Windsor.  
The first Golf Club lasted six years, the second three years, the 
third only one year.  You have finally broken the barriers and 
I look forward to your centenary.
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Irish Musings
by John Hanna

This article was originally to be written about the 
second Irish open Championship which was 
played at the Royal County Down Golf Club in 
Newcastle, County Down, at the end of May 1928. 

However it was a curious incident which took place before 
the Championship began which attracted nearly as much 
press coverage as the event itself. The organisers were the 
Golfing union of Ireland and a Championship Committee 
was composed of GuI officials and the officers of the RCD 
Golf Club. The committee were very pleased with the strong 
and interesting field which they attracted especially as this was 
to have included the great Walter Hagen. By this time he had 
already won the open Championship in 1922, was runner-up 
in 1923, and won again in 1924. Hagen would also win The 
open again in June of this year as well as in 1929. He had won 
the u S open in 1914 and again in 1919. He was runner-up 
in 1921. Having won the uSPGA in 1921, he won it again in 
1924, 1925, 1926 and 1927, and was runner-up in 1923. Clearly 
Hagen was going to be a big attraction. Railway companies 
had laid on extra trains to bring golfers from all over Ireland 
to Newcastle to see this renowned golfer.

The Committee had entered into a written agreement 
with Hagen, part of which was that he would play in the 
Championship if they were able to arrange an exhibition match 
prior to the event from which Hagen would receive most of 
the takings. This match was agreed and was to be played at 

Clontarf Golf Club, close to Dublin, on the Saturday prior to 
the event. Hagen was probably the world's most famous golfer 
at the time with the exception of Bobby (Robert Tyre) Jones. 
So this was something really special!

The Clontarf Match
As agreed Hagen turned up at the Clontarf on Saturday the 
26th of May and played an exhibition match (this match was 
covered on a Pathe newsreel which may now be seen on the 
internet.) A full account of the match is contained in the 
club’s recent centenary book ‘100 Years at Clontarf Golf Club’ 
by Seamus Smith, who just happened to also be the Club’s 
Centenary Captain. He reports that the Irish Independent had 
an article which read

 ‘We must congratulate the Clontarf club on their enter-
prise in affording Dublin golfers a view of the most talked 
about golfer in the world.’ There was no reference to the 
agreement with the organisers of the Irish open.

The match was played  over Clontarf 's new eighteen 
hole course but when he arrived Hagen found the rain was 
coming down in torrents. He decided that he did not wish to 
get soaked twice in one day and cancelled the singles match 
against Jack Holley. The weather had improved slightly by 
the afternoon and Hagen was partnered with Jack Quinn, 

Walter Hagen hitting a fairway shot Clontarf G C Hagen on the tee, note absence of spectators
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the Clontarf professional from 1924 to 1938. Their opponents 
were Willie Holley, professional at Castle Golf Club and Willie 
Nolan the well-known professional from Portmarnock. The 
small number of spectators who turned up must have been a 
great disappointment to Hagen,  a born exhibitionist, leaving 
him wondering what enthusiasm there was for the game of 
golf in Ireland. More importantly this will have had quite a 
financial impact as he had opted to play for the gate receipts 
rather than a fee. In Clontarf Golf Club: A History (1912-1987) a 
member is quoted as saying ‘it was no more than a few stragglers’ 
so Walter will have been very disappointed with his payday. 
The Irish Times said ‘every stroke which he played was seen with 
the greatest of ease by everyone as there was no crushing.’ They also 
reported 

‘from the moment he hit his first drive (and it was far and 
away the best of the four), an awful serious look never left his 
plump round face. A couple of times when he made a poor 
stroke a cynical smile was visible and occasionally,  when 
Nolan hit his wood well outside him, he would watch the 
ball soar and drop and, looking down on the tee box, would 
utter the one word “S-h-o-t”, taking longer over it than others 
would have taken over “oh! A grand shot. "’ 

The better ball figures were Holley and Nolan 54 and Hagen 
and Quinn 60. 

A curious circumstance
It is what took place after the match which caused the greatest 
disappointment and yet there is no clue as to what happened. 
The end result was that the great Walter Hagen reneged on his 
agreement and was on board the overnight boat to London 
that night.  He headed for Cooden Bay at Bexhill, where he 
played a second exhibition match with Fred Robson. Robson 
had befriended Hagen at the Ryder Cup.  Shortly afterwards 
a wire was received by the Championship officials. It was 
from Hagen’s manager and was in the following terms ‘Hagen 
unable to play in the Championship of Ireland as arranged. 
Am wiring proceeds of his Dublin match for any Irish charity 
you select.’ Alan Kidd, the Honorary Secretary of the GuI 
and of the Committee, who, it is said ‘were grievously disap-
pointed at Hagen’s behaviour, told a Daily Telegraph reporter 
that ‘Hagen could do what he pleased with the proceeds of the 
Dublin match. In no circumstances whatever he added would the 
Committee touch a penny of it. We kept our pledged deal but Hagen 
did not. If he can derive any satisfaction from such a transaction 
then there is nothing more to be said.’ In a very dignified reply 
the Championship Committee telegraphed Hagen’s manager. 
‘Note Hagen not able to play as arranged. In circumstances we cannot 
accept profit of Dublin match for any purpose.’ This seemed to be 
the end of any discussion.’ of course there were people who 
believe that Walter Hagen’s mother, Margaret Daly, was born 
in County Antrim in Northern Ireland. This is borne out by 
the ulster Scots surnames of a number of his female relatives. 

An American already in Newcastle for the Championship 
seemed to accurately sum up the situation when he said in 

America there are tens of thousands of Irishmen and very few 
are likely to forget this. Anything that touches their pride is 
unpardonable and this action will certainly recoil on him.’ For 
the Committee what made matters worse was the amount of 
publicity which had been given to Hagen’s appearance. The 
railway companies had laid on many extra trains from all over 
the island of Ireland to accommodate all those wishing to see 
the great American golfer.  The reporter concluded ‘it will be 
a long time before Hagen is invited back to Ireland. He never 
played in another championship on the island.  It was reported 
that he was bound for Paris on Tuesday the 29th May on his 
way back to America. This cannot have been the case as he was 
winning the open Championship during the second week of 
June at Royal St Georges at Sandwich.

It is a curious circumstance that on all the occasions of 
Hagen’s visits to England there has always been some 11th 
hour misunderstanding? For example there was his delay in 
arriving at St George’s Hill for an exhibition match against 
Abe Mitchell, an incident which was commentated on both 
here and in the uSA. This was followed up by his notorious 
interview in which Hagen said ‘British professionals are too 
damned lazy to work at the game’ implying that is the reason 
for our failures and, inferentially, for the repeated success of 
the uS. players.  The English press suggested that the reason 
for his absence was the fact that the previous week at Moor 
Park he had been given, what they had called, ‘an unmerciful 
hiding’ by Archie Compston. Compston had defeated Hagen 
by 7 and 5.

Hagen’s return to Ireland.
Hagen did however return to Ireland some nine years later. 
In the early 1920’s he and Joe Kirkwood, an Australian, had 
both played in the North-South Championship at Pinehurst. 
After the tournament Joe was asked to give an exhibition 
for the spectators but many of the professionals watched 
on, including the ‘Haig’. While there was no payment for the 
exhibition, the Mayor of New York suggested a whipround 
for Joe, which earned him a quite staggering $770. Nobody 
was more impressed with this easy money than the Haig and 
he suggested a partnership to travel the country doing exhibi-
tions. The ‘show’ consisted of thirty-six holes played against 
leading professionals or amateurs in the area and followed by 
a one hour long show.

In January 1937 Kirkwood and Hagen set out on an amaz-
ing world tour which would take in all the continents and 
last a year and a half. The seed was set by Kirkwood when 
according to Hagen in his autobiography, The Walter Hagen 
Story, Joe told him, ‘We'll pick up some real dough, Walter, 
if you'll get your mind on golf and do a little work.’ They had 
toured Australia before but this was altogether a far more 
ambitious undertaking. As part of this World Tour the pair 
visited Ireland in the autumn of 1937. Their first call was at 
Greenore Golf Club on the east coast where on Sunday the 
5th of September Hagen and Kirkwood played an exhibition 
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match against Joe McCartney and John McKenna. McKenna 
was the professional at Bundoran Golf Club at the time. The 
visitors were too strong on the day coming out winners with 
Kirkwood on 67, Hagen on 68 while McCartney had a 70 and 
McKenna a 72. The result of the match came down to the dif-
ference in the short games of the visitors as there was nothing 
between them tee to green.

Their next stop was right across Ireland at Limerick Golf 
Club four days later on Thursday the 9th. Here the legendary 
amateur John Burke and Stanley Martyn, both Limerick mem-
bers, played against the pair. They were victorious defeating 
them 63 strokes to 65. Austin Reid in his book, A History of 
Limerick Golf Club recalls ‘it was a great occasion requiring a 
marquee for catering, stewards, four forecaddies and two off-
duty gardai who were paid 10/- each to ensure no one gained 
admission free.’ During the match Kirkwood invited Burke to 
play a shot with a rubber driver which was part of his trick-
shot routine but to the surprise of both visitors he was able 
to hit a perfect shot. Hagen asked John Burke for a lesson on 
playing the run-up shot with a four iron. This appears to have 
been the one shot which he considered weak in his links game.

The following day Hagen and Kirkwood moved back 
across the island again to play at Baltray. It was advertised as 
‘4 pm - Trick Shots and Lectures by Joe Kirkwood : spectators 
3/-‘ However over two hundred spectators turned out to watch 
Hagen play Kirkwood over eighteen holes with Hagen coming 
out on top by one hole. Next it was back west again to the 
great MacKenzie course at County Sligo Golf Club. This was 
a great success with over a  thousand people turning up to 

watch the Hagen/Kirkwood partnership take on local hero, 
the amateur,  Cecil Ewing and John McCourt the local profes-
sional. After the match there was the usual trick-shot display 
and an ‘illustrative lecture’ on how to improve your game. The 
entry fee was five shillings for the men and half that for the 
women. Ewing gave a good account of himself winning the 
first two holes but the visitors had squared the match by the 
fifth. Two more birdies by Ewing on the seventh and ninth 
restored the home team’s lead by the turn. However the visitors 
had a one hole lead by the thirteenth after some brilliant long 
putting from Kirkwood. Hagen then stepped in with a birdie at 
fourteen and a chip-in at sixteen to close out the match 3 and 2.

By the 14th of September the touring pair had crossed the 
border into Northern Ireland and were the first professionals 
to test the new course of the City of Derry Club at Prehen. 
They played against the local professional Billy Robertson and 
the best amateur in the area, James McKenna. The match was 
played in inclement condition and was a disappointment to 
the crowd of over 400 who had paid the princely sum of half-
a-crown to watch the game. The incomplete scores were Hagen 
70 for seventeen holes excluding a hole where he had picked 
up. Joe Kirkwood was 75 for the round and Robertson had a 77, 
McKenna had a 40 for the first nine, but picked up three times 
in the second. Hagen and Kirkwood won the match by 2 and 1. 
one can only imagine the amount of money these two golfers 
made on the entire trip.

The Australian golfer Joe Kirkwood

irish musings
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Golf is one of Scotland’s national sports with 
578 golf clubs representing around 236,000 
golfers (www.scottishgolf.org/go/about-us) and 
generates close to £220million annually for the 

Scottish economy (www.visitscotland.org). Golf is therefore 
an important part of many people’s lives whether they play 
for fun or gain their living directly or indirectly from it. Golf 
courses are still being built in a response to this need and new 
clubs formed. Most of these new clubs flourish but there have 
been a few which have closed in recent years and with the 
current economic climate and the changing demographics of 
the golfing population many of Scotland’s smaller clubs with 
eccentric layouts are at risk. This is not a new phenomenon 
and there are literally hundreds of sites throughout Scotland 
where golf has been played but no longer is. Historical records 
and photographs might be the only evidence but a few leave 
traces of layouts in the current landscape that offer a glimpse 
into golf in a bygone age. 

Scotland has twelve Regions and this article will discuss a 
relict golf course from eleven of the regions in Part one and 
include an in-depth analysis of Perthshire in Tayside which 
will host the 2014 Ryder Cup in Part Two.  

Sources of information
Golfsmissinglinks.co.uk (http://www.golfsmissinglinks.
co.uk) is a website which records past golfing sites throughout 
Great Britain and Ireland whether physical evidence of their 
existence remains or not. The Historic Land-use Assessment 

Abandoned Golf Courses

Richard Craig 
looks at some abandoned golf courses and clubhouses in Scotland 

(http://hla.rcahms.gov.uk), a partnership between RCAHMS 
and Historic Scotland, analyses the modern Scottish land-
scape, recording visible traces of past land-uses and presenting 
the results as a digital map. Primary sources of information 
include historic photographs, written records and documents 
accessible in archives and libraries. The National Collection of 
Aerial Photography (http://aerial.rcahms.gov.uk) has national 
coverage of 1940s aerial photographs that often capture views 
of lost golf courses. Historic maps are a reliable source and The 
National Library of Scotland (http://maps.nls.uk/) has over 
48000 scanned historic maps of Scotland

Members’ Clubs
Lothian
Edinburgh, Cammo, Cramond Brig Golf Club, 
This Club was founded on the 12th of March 1907 and its 
18-hole golf course was situated on part of the designed land-
scape of Cammo House owned by the Maitland-Tennent 
family. There were 350 members in 1908 and by the early 
twenties there were over 700 members. Mrs Maitland-
Tennent, a keen golfer, banned members from playing golf 
on a Sunday so as she and her guests could have unrestricted 
access to the course. The Club began to fall behind with their 
rent payments and with the lease expiring in 1929 the Club 
moved to a new location at Dalmahoy. The Club removed 
the turf from the greens for the new course and the ground 
reverted back to farmland before being converted into a 
wilderness park around 1980.

Fig 1, Cramond Brig Golf Club as it is today Fig. 2, Denny
Crown copyrightRCAHMS Aerofilms SC1269836
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 The footprint of the course survives within the park but 
all the tees and bunkers were lost during its conversion to 
arable land. The Arts and Crafts clubhouse, designed by Scott 
Murphy and David Morton Kinross, was a substantial build-
ing with clubmaster’s quarters, dining, smoke and changing 
rooms. Mrs Maitland-Tennent and her son Percival moved 
into the building in 1940 when Cammo House was requisi-
tioned by the Air Ministry. The clubhouse became known as 
Cammo Lodge. By 1946 the family moved back to the main 
house and the building became vacant until around 1953 when 
it was converted into a dairy farm. The interior was altered and 
the original windows and louvered ventilators were removed. 
Percival lived at the farmhouse between 1955 and 1975 and was 
looked after by the tenant farmers, Mr and Mrs Little. (Baille 
1995) The building survives today as a ruin, a shadow of its 
former glory, which is more recognisable as a clubhouse than 
a farmhouse (see figure 1). 

Central     Denny, Shanks Avenue, Denny Golf Club 
The original golf course was located to the east of Denny 
around Woodyett farm and opened in 1896 (www.golfsmiss-
inglinks.co.uk). The course is not depicted on the 2nd edition 
oS map (1899). The Club was short lived at this location 
moving to a site to the south of Denny next to Glowrorum 
Wood. This nine-hole course is visible on 1940s aerial views 
and occupied two fields. Straight rig and furrow was retained 
throughout the course with purpose built large greens, some 
rectangular shaped, evident. There seems to be a lack of bun-
kers perhaps because of the expense occurred in constructing 
and maintaining such features. The clubhouse was a small 
building located just off the aptly named ‘Shanks Avenue’.  The 
course was lost with the building of Denny High School which 
opened in 1959. 

Grampian
Burghead and Duffus Golf Club, NJ 1235 6853
This golf course occupied an area of moorland to the east of 
Burghead (see figure 3) and is depicted on the 2nd edition oS 
map (1906). The Clubhouse is also depicted on this map as 
a small building adjacent to the road and a flagstaff, a short 

distance from the building, is also shown.  The course was 
accessible by train as Burghead railway station was nearby but 
it seems likely that the course would most likely be used by 
the local population. The Club, founded in 1896 and closed in 
1940, survived for over 40 years with a very small member-
ship of between 60 and 90 people. (www.golfsmissinglinks.
co.uk)  The Club cannot have had much money to spend on 
the upkeep of the course which was probably the same for 
many of these pre WW2 courses.

 The clubhouse is still evident on a 1945 aerial view but 
the ground used for golf is showing evidence of improvement 
for cultivation. Today the footprint of the course is retained 
within a group of arable fields but all evidence of the clubhouse 
has gone.

Shetland 
Scalloway Golf Club 
This Club has had a chequered existence in the 20th Century 
similar to that of Askernish Golf Club. originally founded 
in 1907, it disappears in the early 1950s, reappears in the late 
1950s before disappearing again in the early 1980s (www.
golfsmissinglinks.co.uk). The golf course was located in a 
large field to the north of Berry farm which is shown in the 
centre of the image (see figure 4). The remains of the golf 
course are not visible in this image or on an aerial photo-
graph dated the 25th of March 1950. The course is depicted on 
an oS map dated 1971. Historical documents and records are 
the best source for understanding the lifespan of this Club.

Western Isles
South Uist, Askernish Golf Club, 
Golf at Askernish has had a haphazard existence since the 
construction of the original course by old Tom Morris 
in 1891. The course lasted until the early 1920s when the 
lack of regular maintance led to its decline. The second 
course was established after 1936 by Simon MacKenzie 
who commissioned Derek MacReadie to design a 12-hole 
layout. At this time a regular air service from Renfrew was 
established and the new course was located around the 
airplane runway. This course was also relatively short with 

Fig 3 Elginshire 2nd Edition 1:10,560 OS map (1905)
Fig 4, Site of Scalloway Golf Club

Crown copyright RCAHMS 081222
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interest waning in the post-war years. In 1956 Dr Kenneth 
Robertson revived the Club and by 1970 there was a 
Portakabin clubhouse and a new layout which could be nine 
or eighteen holes. By the early 1980s the course again fell 
into decline until 2002 when Colin MacGregor decided to 
maintain the course in a playable condition. Gordon Irvine 
(Golf Course Consultant) visited the island in December 
2005 and decided that he would organise a restoration of 
the course. using Tom Morris’s design principles the new 
course was laid out and was opened in 2008. (http://www.
askernishgolfclub.com/index.php) Askernish Golf Club 
could easily have closed at any time during the 20th century 
but survived due to the hard work of various enthusiastic 
individuals. The Club is now playing on its fourth layout 
which is an impressive feat. This is not the only occasion 
where former golf courses have sprung back into life.
  
Private Golf Courses
Fife Hill of Tarvit Mansion House, Kingarrock Golf 
Club, 
Private golf courses created in the grounds of country 
houses, for the enjoyment of the owner, are not uncommon 
in the 20th Century. Most of these golf courses were short 
lived and are quickly returned to pasture. Few have survived 
in playable condition but the National Trust of Scotland 
in partnership with David Anderson have recreated a 
1920s private golf course in the grounds of Hill of Tarvit 
Mansionhouse, Fife. The course, called Kingarrock, was 
opened in 2008 and only hickory golf clubs and replica 
1920s golf balls are used, enabling the modern player to 
experience how different golf was in the early 20th century.  
The original course was built on part of the designed land-
scape of Hill of Tarvit Mansionhouse by Frederick Sharp, 
who moved to the Estate in 1904. unfortunately by the start 
of WW2 the course had been converted to farmland. The 
second course is a new design on the site of the original 
course. 

Strathclyde 

Glasgow, Leverndale Hospital, Leverndale Golf 
Course, NS 5155 6221
This nine-hole golf course is visible on 1988 aerial photographs 
of ground adjacent to Leverndale Hospital. The course would 
have been constructed as a recreation facility for staff and 
patients. Victorian lunatic asylums had extensive grounds 
which led to many having a private golf course. In the late 
19th century the Scottish Asylums had an interest in recreation 
which included golf. Rosslynlee Lunatic Asylum,Midlothian, 
had a golf course built in 1888 and some patients were given 
the job of maintaining the course. The course at Leverndale 
is not visible on 1940s aerial photographs but is depicted on 
an oS map dated 1972. The course must therefore date from 
the mid-20th century but there may have been an earlier 
design at this site. The course had a parkland layout with well 
maintained fairways. Today most of the course is waste ground 
with the eastern section lost under a housing development. 

Holiday Courses
Dumfries and Galloway
Kippford Golf Club, NX 8388 5520
This nine-hole course was founded in 1905 and is depicted on 
the 2nd edition oS map (1909-1910). It occupied two fields to 

Fig 6,  Golfers on Kippford Golf Course Fig 7, Aviemore Hotel Golf Course

Fig 5, Kingarrock Golf Course 
Crown copyright RCAHMS DP 100756
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the north of the small village of Kippford and was adjacent to 
the Pines Private Hotel. All of the Club’s secretaries, four in 
total, had connections with this establishment and it seems 
likely that the course was a facility to entice visitors to the 
area and even to stay in the hotel (www.golfsmissinglinks.
co.uk).  Features of the golf course are difficult to decipher on 
1940s aerial photographs with tees and greens almost invisible. 
No bunkers are shown. The layout must have respected the 
contours of the land and used natural features as hazards. The 
course was converted to farmland by the 1960s and is now lost 
under a large coniferous plantation. The Pines Hotel survives 
as a private residence.

Highland   Aviemore Golf Hotel, 
Aviemore developed as a holiday destination from the 
early 20th century with the opening of the railway junction 
station in 1898 and the Aviemore Station Hotel. This large 
hotel created a golf course as an added attraction and it is 
visible occupying ground to the south west of Aviemore and 
is shown on 1940s aerial photographs. The first tee and the 
final green would have been located next to the Station Hotel 
and most of the course lay within a large field shown on the 
2nd edition oS map (1902-1903). The hotel burnt down in 
1950 and the golf course fell out of use.  Aerial photographs 
from 1966 show the construction of the Aviemore Highland 
Resort on the site of the hotel and adjacent land. The resort 
now occupies the majority of the former golf course but a 
small clearing in the trees to the north has been retained.  
This area once contained a green and a bunker and is all that 
remains of a substantial course. 

Within ½ mile of the Aviemore Station Hotel course is 
the site of Rothiemurchus Golf Club, founded in 1906, that 
occupied land to the west of Inverdruie House (NH 8991 
1085).  This seasonal 9-hole course lasted until 1949. (www.
golfsmissinglinks.co.uk)  Plans exist of the original layout (see 
figure 8) and a second layout (see figure 15) which is visible 
on 1940s aerial photographs. The course is well maintained 
with bunkers visible around the greens and on many of the 
fairways.  By 1966 the course had been converted back into 
farmland but the small clubhouse, near the road leading 
to Inverdruie, was still extant. A contemporary plan of the 

building depicts two main rooms- A Gentlemen’s Hall and a 
Ladies’ Hall with a veranda facing the course.  This modest but 
typical building of its time has survived the 20th century and 
has been converted into an information centre.

Military Courses    Orkney
Flotta, Roan Head, YMCA, ND 3812 9591
The eighteen-hole golf course on the island of Flotta was built 
and maintained by the navy around World War 1. It occupied 
the eastern extremity of Roan Head on ground around the 
YMCA building which is now a roofless ruin. It seems likely 
that this building would have been used by golfers after their 
round and it therefore has some golf significance. Rectangular 
and oblong shapes are visible on 1940s aerial photographs and 
it is possible that a few are relict golf course features. These 
grassed over lumps survive in the moorland to this day. 
Thought and effort went into creating this course in a remote 
part of Scotland. Commander King-Hall described how each 
big ship designed and constructed a hole with one battleship 
spending over £70 to source turf from a famous Scottish golf 
course. This may well have been the battleship HMS Canada or 
the King George V as it is reported by Commander King-Hall 
that a green designed by one of these vessels was as smooth 
as a billiard table (Stell 2010).  other golf courses in Scotland 
survived for longer because of a strong military presence, like 
Coldingham of Abbs Golf Club, Borders.  

Borders
St Abb’s Head, Coldingham of Abbs Golf Club, 
This Club was founded around 1885 (www.golfsmissinglinks.
co.uk)   and is slightly unusual in that it was located a good 
distance away from a centre of population with the nearest 
village being Coldingham which is around 2 miles away. 
This means that it was not really a course for locals and it 
seems likely that it was a course that would only be playable 
during the summer holiday season. The Club employed Ben 
Sayers as an advisor in 1910 and survived WW1 when it was 
commandeered by the Royal Garrison Artillery. The Club 
did not survive WW2. The course is not depicted on historic 
oS mapping and is not easily identifiable on vertical aerial 
photographs. Remains of features are visible on the ground. 

Fig 8, Rothiemurchus Golf Club, original course plan Fig 7, Aerial view showing remains of  St Abb’s Kirk 
with possible golf course features to right. Crown copyright 

RCAHMS SC 450872

abandoned golf courses
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Rub of the Green-Lost in Translation?

Neil Millar 
discusses the origins of the phrase ‘rub of the green’ and the adoption of this quaint English expression by 

foreign-language editions of the Rule of Golf

Perhaps one of the quaintest expressions in golf is 
the phrase ‘rub of the green’. Its first recorded use in 
connection with the game of golf is probably in the 
1812 rules of the Society of Golfers of St Andrews 

(later the Royal and Ancient Golf Club) and it has endured in 
the official rules of the game for more than 200 years. The 1812 
St Andrews Rules of Golf state:

‘Whatever happens to a Ball by accident must be reckoned a 
Rub of the green’

Although the phrase ‘rub of the green’ is intimately linked with 
the rules of golf, the word ‘rub’, and also the expression ‘rub 
of the green’, has a longer association with the sport of bowls 
(lawn bowls, not the modern ‘ten-pin’ variety). Shakespeare’s 
Richard II was first published in 1597 and contains the following 
exchange between the Queen and one of her ladies-in-waiting:

Queen. What sport shall we devise here in this garden, 
to drive away the heavy thought of care?
Lady. Madam, we’ll play at bowls.
Queen. ‘Twill make me think the world is full of rubs,  
And that my fortune rubs against the bias.

In 1678, John Flavel, an English Presbyterian clergyman, used 
the phrase ‘rub in the green’ in the context of bowls. In his 
essay Divine Conduct or the Mysterie of Providence, Flavel 
writes: 

‘not our choice of the ground, or skill in weighting and 
delivering the Bowl, but some unforeseen Providence, like a 
rub in the Green was that which made the cast.’ 

Flavel also comments: 
‘men are turned (like a bowle by a rub) out of the way of evil.’ 

In a footnote, the author explains that the word ‘rub’ means 
‘hinderance’ [sic], ‘obstruction’ or ‘difficulty’. A century later 
(in 1774), ‘rubs of the green’ is mentioned in A Bowling Green 
Song, published in the Hampshire Chronicle.1  The song con-
tains the couplet:

‘Here the varying chances of fortune are seen,
For life has its rubs, like the rubs of the green’

The earliest written set of rules for the game of bowls was 
drafted in 16702 and, therefore, pre-date the earliest rules of 
golf by more than seventy years. Although the 1670 rules of 
bowls do not employ the actual phrase itself, they include the 
general principle that is encapsulated by the expression ‘rub 
of the green’. The 1670 rules state: 

‘If any running bowl be stopped or touched by a spectator, 
not being a better, whether it be to the benefit or hindrance to 
the caster, the same bowl shall take its chance and lie.’

Similarly, the earliest known written rules of golf (the 1744 
rules of the Gentlemen Golfers of Leith) describe the principle 
of a ‘rub of the green’ but, again, these rules do so without 
using the phrase itself: 

The Illustrated Rules of Golf (1919) by P A Vaile
Illustrated by H B Martin
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‘If a Ball be stopp’d by any person, Horse, Dog or anything 
else, 
The Ball so stop’d must be play’d where it lyes.’

As mentioned earlier, the first use of the phrase ‘rub of the 
green’ in the context of golf is probably in the St Andrews rules 
of 1812. However, later nineteenth century editions of the rules 
of golf expanded and clarified the meaning of the phrase. For 
example, a code of rules that was issued in 1886 by the Royal 
Isle of Wight Golf Club emphasised that a ‘rub of the green’ 
was something that occurred only to a ball in motion and that 
the outcome must be accepted by the player: 

‘Whatever happens to a moving ball, such as being deflected 
or stopped, by an agency outside the Match, or by the fore 
caddie, is a “Rub of the Green.” and must be submitted to.

In the current (2012-2015) edition of the Rules of Golf, the 
concept of a ‘rub of the green’ is not substantially different. 
Rule 19-1 states:

‘If a player’s ball in motion is accidentally deflected or 
stopped by any outside agency it is a rub of the green, there 
is no penalty and the ball must be played as it lies’

‘Rub of the green’ – in translation
The modern-day Rules of Golf contain a section entitled ‘How 
to use the rule book’ which emphasises that the rules are 
‘written in a very precise and deliberate fashion’. undoubtedly, 
equal care is taken when translating the rules into other lan-
guages; however, the rather archaic phrase ‘rub of the green’ is 
one that might well be expected to pose a challenge to transla-
tors of the rules of golf. Indeed, in the current Danish, Dutch, 
Indonesian and Polish translations, no attempt has been made 
to translate the phrase ‘rub of the green’. Instead, the English 
expression has been retained. Elsewhere, the challenge of 
translating ‘rub of the green’ has been taken up enthusiasti-
cally. For example, over the years, it has been translated into 
at least five different Italian expressions. In the paragraphs that 
follow, some examples are given of translations of ‘rub of the 
green’. An attempt has been made to translate these phrases 
back into English and, in most cases, only a fairly literal trans-
lation has been attempted. It is very likely that several of these 
foreign-language translations of ‘rub of the green’ have more 
subtle colloquial meanings. However, if such subtleties and 
linguistic nuances have been overlooked, I can only apologise 
in advance.

Current editions of the Rules of Golf (2012-2015). Illustrated (from top left) are three English-language editions (UK pocket-
book, Audio CD and large-format ‘clubhouse’ editions) and translations into Burmese, Chinese (Taiwan), Czech, Danish, Dutch, 
Finnish, French (France), French (Canada), German, Hungarian, Icelandic, Indonesian, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Norwegian, 

Polish, Portuguese (Brazil), Portuguese (Portugal), Russian, Serbian, Slovak, Spanish, Swedish, Thai and Turkish.

rub of the green
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French
Perhaps the earliest translation of the Rules of Golf is a French 
publication dating from 1893.3 This translation is based on the 
1888 St Andrews rules and is described by its author as being 
‘slightly abbreviated’ (un peu abrégées). The author’s explana-
tion for having shortened the translated version is that some of 
the rules of golf are ‘unnecessary or obsolete’ (inutiles ou tom-
bées en desuetude). Although the specific rule concerning the 
concept of a ‘rub of the green’ was retained in the 1893 French 
translation, the phrase itself was omitted (perhaps this was 
a pragmatic decision, associated with difficulties in its accu-
rate translation). The following year (1894), another French 
translation of the rules of golf was published and was based 
on the St Andrews rules of 1891.4 on this occasion the phrase 
‘rub of the green’ was included in the translated rules but in 
English, rather than in French (again, perhaps a pragmatic 
decision). In 1905, a French translation of the 1902 rules of 
golf was published in Les Sports Modernes Illustrés.5 It contains 
what may be the earliest translation of ‘rub of the green’ into 
another language. The English phrase was translated as riques 
de jeu (‘a risk of the game’). However, in subsequent official 
French translations the French phrase intervention fortuite 
(‘fortuitous intervention’) is used. 

Italian
An early translation of the Rules of Golf into Italian appeared 
in the 1932 book Il Golf by M A Brunialti. The chapter contain-
ing the rules of golf indicates that the translation is authorised 
by the Italian Golf Federation but, in places, the translation is 
somewhat inconsistent. For example, the phrase ‘rub of the 
green’ occurs three times in this 1932 translation and, on each 
occasion a different Italian phrase is adopted. It is translated 
as accidente del terreno (‘accident of the ground’), eventualità 
di gioca (‘eventuality of the game’) and also as incidente di 
percorso (‘incident along the way’ or ‘hiccup’). In a later official 
Italian translation of the Rules of Golf (1988), the phrase evento 
fortuito (‘fortuitous event’) is used, whereas, in the current 
Italian translation, the phrase deviazione accidentale (‘acci-
dental deviation’) is employed. So, remarkably, no less than 
five different translations of ‘rub of the green’ have appeared 
in official Italian translations of the Rules of Golf. 

Spanish
Given the idiomatic differences in the Spanish language, as 
spoken in different parts of the world, it is perhaps unsurpris-
ing that there are differences in how ‘rub of the green’ has 
been translated in different Spanish-speaking countries. The 
phrase is translated as interposición accidental (‘accidental 
interference’) in Argentina and as desvío accidental (‘accidental 
deviation’) in Mexico. In Spain, the phrase eventualidad del 
juego is used. A literal translation might be ‘eventuality of the 
game’ but I am informed that it also has the more colloquial 
meaning of ‘just one of those things’. 

Dutch 
In a Dutch translation of the 1968 Rules of Golf, ‘rub of the 
green’ is translated as doorspelen (literally ‘through play’, but 
I’m told that has a more colloquial meaning of ‘play on’). 
However, in the Dutch translation of the 1990 rules, the phrase 
is expressed as toevallige stoornis (‘accidental disturbance’). 
In earlier Dutch translations of the Rules of Golf (e.g. 1920) 6 

and in the current rulebook, issued by the Netherlands Golf 
Federation, the English phrase ‘rub of the green’ is used. 

German
In an official German translation of the 1908 Rules of Golf, 
issued by the German Golf Federation, ‘rub of the green’ is 
translated as bahnzufall (‘coincidence of the course’), whereas 
it is translated as spielzufall (‘coincidence of the game’) in the 
current edition of the German rules of golf. 

Other Languages
The rules of golf have been translated into more than 30 
languages and some further examples of foreign-language 
translations of ‘rub of the green’ are given below. An attempt 
has also been made to provide a translation of these expres-
sions back into English. However, inevitably, in some case the 
translation provided may be too literal or less than optimal.

Reference to foreign-language editions of the rules of golf 
reveals that ‘rub of the green’ is translated as peh (‘bad luck’) in 
Croatian; náhodny zásah (‘fluke’) in Czech; tilfældig hændelse 
(‘random incident’) in Danish; mängutõrge (‘error of the 
game’) in Estonian; ulkopuolinen tapaus (‘external incident’) 
in Finnish;  גורל עיוור (‘blind fate’) in Hebrew; vétlen eset (‘acci-
dental incident) in Hungarian; hending (‘random variable’) in 
Icelandic; neparedzēta iejaukšanās (‘unexpected interference’) 
in Latvian; tilfeldig hendelse (‘chance event’) in Norwegian; 
ocorrência fortuita (‘fortuitous occurrence’) in Portuguese; 
Случайныи фактор (‘chance development’) in Russian; 
slučajnost (‘coincidence’) in Serbian; náhodny vplyv (‘random 
effect’) in Slovak; naključje (‘coincidence’) in Slovenian; tillfäl-
lighet i banan (‘coincidence on the course’) in Swedish; oyun 
dişi etki (‘influence on the game’) in Turkish and Bóng bất khả 
kháng (‘ball affected by unforeseen conditions’) in Vietnamese.

In a Chinese translation of the Rules published by the 
China Golf Association (People’s Republic of China), ‘rub of 
the green’ has been translated in a way that is very close to 
its English definition: 球被局外者意外变向或停止 (‘ball 
accidentally deflected or stopped by an outside agency’). In 
contrast, in the current Chinese Taipei (Taiwan) edition of 
the Rules, ‘rub of the green’ is translated as 受無奈擦撞之球 
(‘frustration caused by the collision of the ball’). Although the 
Japanese language makes extensive use of Chinese characters, 
the phrase ‘rub of the green’ is written,using the simpler 
katakana script, as ラブオブザグリーン,which is simply a 
phonetic transcription of the English phrase. 

other examples in which a phonetic transcription of ‘rub 
of the green’ has been rendered in non-Latin scripts include 
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ရပ္ေအာ့(ဖ္)သီဂရင္း (Burmese), 럽오브더그린 (Korean) and 
รับออฟเดอะกรีน (Thai).

The list could go on… In fact, I’m still trying to track down 
a copy of a book entitled چکیده ای از قوانین گلف (Review of the 
Rules of Golf) that appears to be an unofficial Iranian copy of 
the rules of golf translated into Persian.
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Notes
1. Hampshire Chronicle, 28th November 1774.
2. Described in The Story of Bowls edited by Phil Pilley, Stanley 
Paul & Co., 1987.
3. Details of the 1893 French translation of the rules of golf, 
issued by Williams & Co. Paris, are described by Jean-Bernard 
Kazmierczak in Golfika, the magazine of the European 
Association of Golf Historians and Collectors, Issue 12, 2013. 
4. The first (c. 1894) edition of Le Golf en Angleterre by F.W. 
Mariassay. This has been described by various sources as hav-
ing been published in either 1891 or 1984. However, although 
it contains a translation of the 1891 rules of golf, the book 
also contains a description of events that occurred in 1894. A 
second edition was published in 1895. Consequently 1894 is a 
plausible date of publication.
5. Les Sports Modernes Illustrés was published by Libraire 
Larousse, Paris in 1905.
6. Regels voor Golfspel door een Golfspeler, No. 34 in the series 
Bibliotheek voor Sport en Spel, was published in 1920 by J.F. 
van de Ven, Baarn.
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Foreign language editions of the Rules of Golf (pre-2012). From top left are translations into: Spanish (1980), German (1996), 
Italian (1988), French (Belgium, 1997), Dutch (1920), Danish ([Golf Rules Illustrated], 2000), Finnish (2008), German (1927), 

Icelandic (2008), Dutch (1968), German (2000), Russian ([Decisions on the Rules of Golf], 2010), German (1984), French 
(1996), Portuguese (2008), Danish (1980), Spanish (1988), French (1964), Croatian (1999), Japanese (1998), Danish (1976), 

Russian (2004), Danish (1969), French (1988) and German (1988).
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Alexander Brodie Spark 1792-1856

Norman Richardson and Michael Sheret
take a fresh look at the role played by Alexander Brodie Spark in the very early days of golf in Australia and 

attempt to shed light on some  puzzling aspects.

     

Alexander Brodie Spark was born in Elgin, 
Scotland, on the 9th of August 1792. He moved to 
London in June 1811 and found employment in 
the counting house of Tod & Spencer at 8 Lime 

Street Square. He seems to have done well in the business, well 
enough to have put together £1000, collect suitable references 
and obtain a land grant in Australia. In late 1822 he sailed for 
Australia and arrived in Sydney on the 17th of February 1823. 

Clearly he had planned his first business venture carefully. 
By the 27th of February 1823 he had acquired a store, had landed 
a large assortment of goods from England and was advertis-
ing them for sale. From this modest start he rose through the 
ranks of commerce and society. By 1841 he still had his store, 
but he was also a very busy shipping agent, a part shipowner, 
a director of insurance companies, banks, a gaslight company 
and an auction house. He owned land around Australia and 
New Zealand. He owned one of the finest art collections, 
including a Brueghel, in Australia. In 1836, before his mar-
riage, he commissioned John Verge to design a small mansion. 
He and his family resided there for the rest of his life. It is a 
building of understated elegance, and after recent restorations 

it still stands proud today. Not only through his wealth but 
also by his altruism, such as his significant contribution to the 
building of St Peter’s Anglican church not far from his house, 
Spark was well connected in colonial society. Just how well 
Spark was regarded is evidenced by his role in the establish-
ment in 1838 of the Australian Club “on the principle of the 
London Clubs”. He was a founding member and one of its 
first five elected trustees1. This club is still active today and is 
the oldest of its kind in Australia. In 1838, as it is today, it was 
a prestigious and selective club. 

Inevitably bust followed boom - in Sydney and in London 
– and in 1841 Spark realised that he, like many other entrepre-
neurs of his acquaintance, was overextended. Finally on the 
22nd of  August 1843 he was declared insolvent. His huge for-
tune was greatly diminished but nevertheless he still managed 

The Spark diaries and their importance to golf
Alexander Brodie Spark kept diaries. What remains of his 
diaries during his time in Sydney were donated to the State 
Library of New South Wales in 1961 by Miss Madelaine F 
Spark, granddaughter of Alexander Brodie Spark.2 The diaries 
start on the 1st of January 1836 and end on the 22nd of September 
1856 shortly before Spark’s death. They are reasonably intact 
except that all the entries for 1844 and 1845 were either not 
written or have not survived.

The diaries and the life of Alexander Brodie Spark became 
better known with the publication in 1976 of The Respectable 
Sydney Merchant: A B Spark of Tempe.3 This is a scholarly 

Tempe House, residence of A B Spark
Alexander Brodie Spark, engraving by Forbes Mudie 1836  

from a portrait by Charles Rodius. The engraving is held in the 
Mitchell Library Sydney
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work. It transcribes most of the diaries, analyses Spark’s life in 
Sydney in the context of the social and economic background 
of that era, gives an account of his life in Elgin and London 
and his travels in Europe (where he met and socialised with 
the Wordsworths) and reprints some of his letters to the 
newspapers during his financial problems and the banking 
crisis at the time. Most of the information contained in the 
introduction to this article can be found in The Respectable 
Sydney Merchant.

Alexander Brodie Spark became known to golf historians 
with the publication in 1992 of two articles by David Innes 
on the beginnings of golf in New South Wales4. The first of 
these articles gives evidence provided by the Spark diaries and 
the Blackheath Golf Club in England that golf was played in 
Sydney from 1839 to 1841. The second article concentrates on 
the site where those early golfers played, namely Grose Farm, 
which now is in the middle of urban Sydney and is no longer 
used for golf. The exact location cannot be determined. The 
area encompasses parts of the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, 
the university of Sydney and Victoria Park.

In the first of his articles Innes quotes five entries from the 
Spark diaries from the 25th of May to the 27th of July 1839 which 
show clearly that Spark and others played golf at Grose Farm 
and that the New South Wales Golf Club (no connection to 
the current New South Wales Golf Club) was instituted on the 
1st of June 1839. The entry on the 25th of May 1939 is generally 
accepted by golf historians as the first clear evidence from a 
primary source of golf being played in Australia.

Innes also quotes from the 6th of November 1841 minute of 
the Blackheath Golf Club.

‘The Secretary presented a gallon of claret from the Captain of 
the New South Wales Club, Alexr. Brodie Spark, Esq., on the occasion 
of the birth of a son and heir when the health of Mrs Spark and the 
young golfer was drank [sic] with all the honors [sic]. Field Marshall 
Lindsay proposed and Captain Cameron seconded that A. B. Spark, 
Esq., be henceforth an honorary member of this club which was 
carried unanimously and the Secretary was requested to announce 
the same to him.’

Innes does not attempt to explain what induced Spark to 
celebrate the birth of his son by presenting a gallon of claret to 
the Blackheath Golf Club.5

A problem with the Innes articles
Innes did not include a reference list for his sources of 
evidence. This may have been the author’s choice or, just as 
likely, the editor’s decision. In a sense a reference list is not 
necessary as Innes makes it clear that he  is using the Spark 
diaries and he dates and quotes in full the relevant part of the 
Blackheath minute.

The Innes article is a seminal work of research into 
Australian golf history and it has been cited many times. 
unfortunately, however, the diary entries quoted by Innes are 
those as presented in Abbott and Little. Innes states: “These 
[five] entries are the only ones to mention that golf was in fact 

played …”. unless one reads the Introduction in Abbott and 
Little carefully it is easy to think that the original diaries have 
been transcribed in their entirety. This, however, is not so. on 
page 5 in the Introduction there is a cautionary note: “A good 
deal in them [the diaries] that is simply repetitive or trivial has been omitted 
…”. Also there are many transcribed sentences in Abbott and 
Little that are incomplete, as indicated by the three dot ellipsis, 
particularly when it appears where one would expect a full 
stop. With this in mind we decided to revisit the diaries in 
their original form.

The manuscript diaries
What we discovered fairly quickly was that there were more 
entries referring to golf in the manuscript diaries than were 
transcribed by Abbott and Little and used by Innes. There 
are ten entries rather than five. Furthermore, two of the tran-
scribed extracts, for the 1st of June and the 15th of June 1839, 
are incomplete. The ten diary entries are reproduced below 
in their original form. The handwriting is clear but readers 
should note that by the convention of the day “ss” appears 
rather like “fs”. 

These ten entries cover a remarkably short period of time 
in a Sydney winter, from the 25th of May to the 17th of August. 
Nowhere else in the entire diary is there a reference to golf. 
From the nature of the entries in the diary, if Spark had played 
golf on other occasions he would have mentioned it. That does 
not mean that other golfers in the NSW Golf Club did not 
continue to play. If Spark was indeed Captain of the Club in 
1841, when he sent a gallon of claret6 to Blackheath, he would 
have been a non-playing captain.

Prior to researching for this article there were three big 
puzzles to be solved about early golf at Grose Farm. Firstly, 
what triggered the start of golf in 1839? Secondly, why appar-
ently did that early start to golf in Australia have such a short 
life? Thirdly, and to our mind the most intriguing puzzle, 
what motivated Spark, on the occasion of the birth of his first 
son on the 30th of April 1839, to send a gallon of claret to the 
Blackheath Golf Club? Innes touched on the first two puzzles 
and made no comment on the third.

We believe that our research has gone a long way to solving 
all three puzzles. Before going further, however, it is useful 
to say something briefly about some important names that 
appear in the diaries in relation to golf.

A brief introduction to key names in the diaries
While the ten diary entries do not reveal any details of the 
golf played, they do give us the names of all the players. This 
proved to be the vital start to solving the three puzzles men-
tioned above.
Lesslie Duguid. The diaries record that he played golf at Grose 
Farm. Born in Aberdeen he migrated to Australia in 1822.7 He 
and his family were close friends and neighbours of Spark. He 
was in banking and various commercial ventures, notably gold 
prospecting in the early 1850s.

alexander brodie spark
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Captain John Murray. The diaries record that he played golf 
at Grose Farm and socialised with Spark. Master of the Ann, 
which arrived in Sydney on the 15th of May 18398 and for which 
Spark was the agent.9

John Brown. The diaries record that he played golf at Grose 
Farm. He would appear to be a merchant with whom Spark 
had dealings. Importation of wine by his company is men-
tioned in the diaries.10

George Brown. The diaries record that he played golf at Grose 
Farm. Probably the brother of John and involved in the same 
business.
Robert Gill. The diaries record that he played golf at Grose 
Farm. Spark had two nephews in Sydney in 1839 at the time 
golf was being played, Robert and George Gill. Robert was the 
first to migrate to Australia.11 He assisted Spark in his business 
and eventually branched out on his own. Spark and Robert 
were close. It is most likely Robert with whom Spark played 
golf. George was most likely away from Sydney in the Hunter 
Valley looking after Spark’s grazing and wool interests while 
golf was being played at Grose Farm. A third nephew James 
arrived in Sydney in December 1839.12

Donald Larnach. The diaries record that he played golf at 
Grose Farm. Donald and John Larnach were brothers with 
whom Spark did business.13 Donald appears to be the senior 
brother. Spark socialised with Donald a great deal, and it is 
more likely Donald rather than John with whom Spark played 
golf.
Mr Alexander. The diaries record that he played golf at Grose 
Farm. other than the one diary entry that he played golf on 
the 1st of June 1839, there is no further mention of him in the 
diaries. He was a passenger on the Lady Fitzherbert which 
arrived from Mauritius in Sydney on the 17th of April 1839.14

Captain James Ferrier. The diaries record that he played golf 
at Grose Farm. Master of the Lady Fitzherbert. Spark first 
met him15 on the 10th of october 1838 after he had landed in 
Sydney on the 24th of September “with goods to me”16. Spark 
socialised a great deal over the next two years with Ferrier, 
who frequently overnighted at Spark’s house. Spark quickly set 
about chartering the Lady Fitzherbert to sail to Mauritius for a 
cargo of sugar. Ferrier sailed for Mauritius shortly after the 10th 

of November 1838. The diary entry here is interesting as Spark 

gave Ferrier £300 as a moiety (a share normally meaning a half 
share) for the purchase of the sugar; it would appear that Spark 
and Ferrier were partners in this enterprise.17 Ferrier returned 
from Mauritius on the 17th of April 1839.18 After several false 
starts he did not leave Sydney until the 14th of September 1839.19 
Some pertinent details of the Lady Fitzherbert can be found in 
Vol XV Records of Bristol Ships [built] 1800-1838 (over 150 tons) 
published by Bristol Records Society Publications.20 When she 
was built in 1828 Sir Henry Fitzherbert was a major share-
holder. By 1839 it was owned by Masson & Co of 3 Lime Street 
Square London. on the 19th of September 1840, from the offices 
of Masson & Co, Ferrier wrote quite sentimentally about the 
Lady Fitzherbert to Sir Henry Fitzherbert, regretting that he 
has to sell her (presumably on behalf of Masson & Co, but 
there is little doubt that Ferrier had shares in the ship) as she 
is too small (360 tons) for the thriving trade in India and New 
South Wales. Instead he purchased the Bussorah Merchant, 
600 tons.21 What is interesting is that on the 27th of May 1841 
Spark purchased seven shares in the Bussorah Merchant from 
an issue of sixty four from Ferrier, further illustrating the very 
close relationship between the two men.22 Ferrier turns out to 
be a key figure in attempting to solve the puzzles surrounding 
the Grose Farm golfers.
Adam Wilson. The diaries record that he played golf at Grose 
Farm. Spark had business dealings with Adam Wilson and 
socialised with him and his wife. Spark and Wilson had a seri-
ous disagreement over the ownership of a property named 
Burwan. The dispute was finally settled legally in Spark’s 
favour on the 21st of January 1843.23 The friendship survived 
the dispute.24 Adam Wilson has a part in solving the puzzles 
surrounding the Grose Farm golfers
George Wilson. The diaries record that he played golf at Grose 
Farm. Probably the brother of Adam.William Wilson. The 
diaries do not record that he played golf at Grose Farm. He was 
the brother of Adam Wilson.25 Spark socialised with William 
Wilson, who has a part in solving the puzzles surrounding the 
Grose Farm golfers.
John Masson. The diaries do not record that he played golf at 
Grose Farm. He was Spark’s agent in London. He is a key figure 
in attempting to solve the puzzles surrounding the Grose Farm 
golfers.
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Trigger to Start Golf in 1839
until now there has not been much that can be said with 
authority as to what triggered golf to be played at Grose Farm 
in 1839. We first tried to see if Spark had played golf before 
coming to Sydney. We know of no early 19th century golfing 
sites in Elgin, his home town. In London he kept a journal26. 
This journal extends from his arrival in London in 1811 to 1818. 
There is no mention of golf in the journal. In 1816 he took 
a break from work and visited his widowed father in Elgin. 
He went by ship to Aberdeen and spent several days there at 
the beginning and end of his visit. on several occasions he 
walked over the Aberdeen links, parts of which were known 
golfing sites, but although he mentions the bathers and a 
display of horsemanship, there is no mention of golf. From 
Elgin he toured north-east Scotland on horseback and stayed 
at Dornoch but again no mention of golf. If Spark did play 
golf before coming to Sydney his best opportunity would have 
been Blackheath sometime between 1818 and 1822. However, 
the archived minutes of Blackheath for that period, or at any 
other time, give no indication that Spark visited the club or the 
course. It would appear that Spark had no experience of golf 
prior to his playing at Grose Farm.

Innes27 speculates that the 1839 NSW Golf Club may have 
been an offshoot of the Australian Club founded in 1838. This 
was definitely not the case. of the Grose Farm golfers Spark 
was the only foundation member of the Australian Club.28 

Robert Gill was listed as a member for 1840, Donald Larnach 
and John Brown for 1845 (see Acknowledgement #4).

Both Captain James Ferrier and Adam Wilson are men-
tioned in Spark’s diary entry for the 25th of May 1939 as having 
“commenced operations at Grose Farm on behalf of the Golf 
Club.” Both Ferrier and Wilson have Blackheath connections, 
details of which we shall give later in this article. Ferrier’s 
extended stay in Sydney from the 17th of April to the 14th of 
September 1939 allowed him plenty of time to organise and 
play golf. Interestingly he brought along his passenger, Mr 
Alexander, on the Lady Fitzherbert to play golf at Grose Farm. 
We shall show later in this article that Ferrier in 1839 was an 
experienced and active golfer, despite having to spend long 
periods at sea. It is likely that he carried his golf equipment 
with him on his voyages to the Caribbean, India and Sydney. 
We can conclude, with a high degree of certainty, that Captain 
James Ferrier’s arrival in Sydney was the trigger for golf to start 
at Grose Farm on the 25th of May 1839.

Short life of NSW Golf Club
We can be sure that by March 1844 no golf was being played 
in Sydney and the golf at Grose Farm had been forgotten. A 
newspaper article29 of the time discusses the various sports 
played in the colony. “There is a game, peculiar to Scotland, I 
believe, which I am surprised has never been introduced into 
the colony although it numbers among its population many 
persons from that quarter of the globe, who must at one time 
have been players … The game to which I refer is Golf.” The 

article goes on to give a good description of how golf is played 
and states that in Glebe (surprisingly not far from Grose Farm) 
there is plenty of open ground suitable for golf.

We can say with reasonable confidence that from 1839 to 
1841 there was a New South Wales Golf Club. It is likely to have 
been a fairly informal affair. We cannot say whether the club 
continued to play golf with the same regularity as recorded 
in the Spark diaries from April to August 1839. Innes30 gives 
two very plausible reasons, which are apparent in the diary 
entries for the latter part of 1839 and for 1841, as to why Spark 
apparently stopped playing golf after August 1839. The first 
was the looming financial and banking crises in the colony 
that eventually led Spark to file for insolvency in August 1843.31 
The diary entries for the latter part of 1839 and for 1840 show 
that on Saturdays (these were always the days on which Spark 
played golf) he was busy attending to his business affairs and 
the commitments he had made to the building of St Peter’s 
church. The second reason is Spark’s marriage to the widow 
Mrs Frances Maria Radford on the 27th of April 1840.32 The 
marriage undoubtedly brought new responsibilities into 
Spark’s life, but Innes exaggerates these. He mistakenly states 
that Mrs Radford brought eight children to the marriage 
when she only brought three (five of the Radford children had 
died by the time of her marriage to Spark) and that she and 
Spark then produced another eight children when they only 
produced six.33

our research has given us a much stronger reason for why 
the New South Wales Golf Club had such a short life. Captain 
James Ferrier was clearly the driving force in getting golf at 
Grose Farm started and he is the one most frequently men-
tioned in the Spark diaries as playing golf. His extended stay in 
Sydney from the 17th of April to the 14th of September gave him 
time on his hands. We speculate that he arrived in Sydney with 
the clubs and balls, which he carried with him on his voyages. 
on his departure enthusiasm would have waned. If there was 
a lack of clubs and balls, it would have been easy for Spark as 
shipping agent, to get fresh supplies of clubs and balls from 
London, but there is no mention of this in the diaries. Also, 
we have not been able to find any mention of golf equipment 
in ship’s manifests from that period.

As we shall show later Captain James Ferrier was an expe-
rienced and enthusiastic golfer before and after 1839. There 
was a flurry of golfing activity during his extended stay in 
Sydney. We can reasonably conclude that Ferrier’s departure 
was the major factor in the decline of golf in Sydney.

Blackheath Connection
An important person for an explanation of Spark’s connec-
tion to the Blackheath Golf Club is John Masson, Spark’s 
London agent. The Club’s history records that John Masson 
was the Captain of Blackheath Golf Club in 1825.34 He was also 
Registrar of the Winter Club (a club within the Blackheath 
Golf Club) for seventeen years until it was dissolved in 1844 
and Secretary of the Blackheath Golf Club from 1832 to 1844.35 
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We can be sure that the Blackheath John Masson was the same 
person as Spark’s agent, as the Blackheath minutes give his 
business address Lime Street Square.36

We first come across John Masson in Spark’s London dia-
ries.37 The 5th of october 1815 entry mentions John Masson as 
one of Spark’s early friends from Elgin. The 7th of october 1815 
entry says that Spark and Masson attended the Covent Garden 
Theatre together. The 12th of october 1815 entry mentions that 
Spark and Masson are working in the same counting house, 
namely Tod & Spencer at 8 Lime Street Square.38,39 (During the 
time Masson was Spark’s London agent he had become a part-
ner in a company referred to as Masson & Co, or sometimes 
as Masson & Hoggins, at 5 Lime Street Square)40. After the 12th 
of october 1815 diary entry there are numerous entries where 
Spark and Masson met frequently.

Spark also conducted personal business in Australia for 
Masson. The diary entry for the 13th of September 1837 states 
“Purchased at the Government sale 1,280 acres of land in the 
County of Murray for Mr John Masson.”41 

Masson was bankrupted in 1839 and ceased to be Spark’s 
agent in that year. When Spark died in 1856 Masson still owed 
him £1,053.42 Nevertheless, the friendship between the two 
men endured and in 1848 Masson was in Sydney and dining 
with Spark.43

Despite his friendship with Masson there is no record of 
Spark as a member of or visitor to the Blackheath Golf Club 
during his time in London or at any other time.44 Nevertheless, 
on the 6th of october 1841, when Spark was made an honorary 
member of Blackheath Golf Club, John Masson was Secretary 
of the Club, and it was he who presented the “gallon of claret” 
to the Club on Spark’s behalf. Given the friendship between 
Masson and Spark, it is quite likely that it was Masson who 
provided the traditional guinea coin.

Equally important in explaining the Blackheath connec-
tion is Captain James Ferrier. Clearly he had a good head 
for business. His will, which we shall come to later and his 
address at the time of his death indicate that he was a fairly 
wealthy man. Also, he was not a rough old sea dog, unlikely to 
mix with the predominantly middle to upper class golfers of 
his day. In his letters to Sir Henry Fitzherbert describing the 
voyages of the Lady Fitzherbert he is clearly an educated man, 
writing politely but cordially to a member of the gentry.45 

Ferrier was a cousin of John Masson. This is revealed in a 
letter written on the 11th of April 1844 by Masson from Ferrier’s 
residence at 31 Dorset Place, Dorset Square, London.46 It is 
addressed to Sir Henry Fitzherbert, and Masson informs him 
of the “death of my cousin Captain James Ferrier”. Ferrier 
died on the 11th of February 1844 while his ship, the Bussorah 
Merchant, was in Bombay for repairs. He died in Mangalore 
at the “House of his brother Charles Ferrier of the Madras 
Army”.47

Ferrier was the master of the Lady Fitzherbert from 1828 
until it was sold in 1840.48 After she was built sixty four shares 
were issued. The list of initial shareholders shows three men 

from Blackheath Golf Club. They purchased four shares each 
in the Lady Fitzherbert within a short time of each other: 
the 17th of August 1829, Charles Sutherland, gentleman, 
Blackheath; the 9th of october 1829, George Lindsay, merchant, 
London; the 12th of october 1829, John Masson, merchant, 
London.49 Henderson & Stirk list Charles Sutherland as 
Captain in 1833 and Field Marshall from 1858 to 1874, and 
George Lindsay as Captain in 1820 and Field Marshall from 
1831 to 1857.50  Therefore, in addition to his cousin John Masson 
being the Secretary of the Blackheath Golf Club, Ferrier was 
also well known to other influential members of the Club. By 
1839 Masson & Co, London had full ownership of the Lady 
Fitzherbert.51

Ferrier’s will yielded interesting information.52 The proving 
of the will is dated the 18th of September 1844. The will itself 
is not dated, but from references to the Lady Fitzherbert and 
voyages to Jamaica, we can from Ferrier’s letters to Sir Henry 
Fitzherbert put the date as between 1828 and 1838. John Masson 
was one of the executors. The will gives Ferrier’s address as 
“Park Blackheath in the County of Kent”. This address is con-
firmed by the 1837 uK Poll Book for the Blackheath District 
listing James Ferrier residing at Blackheath Park. So, when 
Ferrier was not at sea he lived close to the only golf course and 
golf club in England at that time. Ferrier was wealthy enough 
to bequeath £100 to his father James Ferrier, £100 to his sister 
Margaret and £50 to her husband. The remainder of his estate 
he left to “my dear wife Frances”.53 There is no mention of 
children in his will.

Clearly, Captain James Ferrier was a golfer before he played 
at Grose Farm in 1839 and his opportunity to play before 1839 
was at Blackheath with his cousin and prominent member 
of Blackheath Golf Club, John Masson. From the Blackheath 
archives we have ascertained that Captain James Ferrier was 
present at meetings of the Club on more than eighty occasions 
over the period from the 30th of September 1820 to the 26th 
March 1842. Ferrier’s presence occurred in separated blocks 
of time, indicating that whenever he was on shore in England 
he took every opportunity to play golf at Blackheath. Mostly 
he is listed as a visitor or an honorary member. He is listed as a 
member from the 30th of July 1831 to the 27th of August 1831, on 
the 1st of November 1834, from the 23rd of  December 1837 to the 
31st of March 1838, on the 3rd of November 1838 and on the 14th 
of March 1840. on the 17th of February and the 24th of March 
1838, as a member, he chaired the meetings. Captain Ferrier 
would appear to have been a golfer of average ability. For 
example, in the Medal on the 12th of March 1842 played over 15 
holes54, scores ranged from 113 to 165 and Captain Ferrier was 
in the middle of the field with a score of 129.

The question arises: how can we be sure that the Blackheath 
Captain James Ferrier is the same person as the Grose Farm 
Captain James Ferrier. Apart from his residence at Blackheath 
and his relationship to Secretary John Masson, there are 
numerous small clues in the archives that add up to certainty 
that he is one and the same person. For example, we can be 
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sure he is a Captain in the merchant service. He is always 
referred to as Captain Ferrier, never with RN after his name 
or a mention of his regimental affiliation as per the conven-
tion of the times. Also, he played frequently with his brother 
Dr Charles Ferrier. on the 8th of November 1834 Captain and 
Dr Ferrier were, as a pair, elected honorary members of the 
Winter Club.

It should be noted that Henderson and Stirk mention a 
James Ferrier as a member of the Blackheath Golf Club as early 
as 1787.55 We have not been able to find any evidence that he 
was the same person as the later Captain James Ferrier, though 
there is a fair chance that he was a relative. 

There is one other piece of evidence of a link between 
the Grose Farm golfers and the Blackheath Golf Club. At the 
1844 Mayor of Sydney’s Fancy Dress Ball a person worthy of 
a mention in the newspapers is Mr A Wilson, who turned up 
dressed as a member of the Blackheath Golf Club, London.56 
At the ball in 1853 Mr William Wilson was dressed also as a 
member of the Blackheath Golf Club.57 As mentioned before 
Adam and William Wilson were brothers, and Adam was a 
Grose Farm golfer. Adam Wilson was a member of Blackheath 
Golf Club from 1828 to at least 184058.and that would explain 
how he came to be in possession of a Blackheath uniform. 
There is in Henderson & Stirk, a William Wilson listed as 
Captain of Blackheath in 1804 and from 1808 to 1816 as Field 
Marshall (roughly equivalent to President) of Blackheath.59 
The Blackheath archives on the 11th of May 1816 note his 
decease aged eighty six. Though he may have been a relative 
he is clearly not the same person as the fancily dressed William 
Wilson, who probably borrowed his outfit from his brother 
Adam.

Concluding Remarks
This research started with a fairly casual decision to have a 
look at the original Spark diaries. We were surprised and 
delighted to find the ten complete entries directly related to 
golf. We were disappointed and puzzled as to why there were 
not more. Ploughing through the entire 600+ handwritten 
foolscap pages was nevertheless rewarding on two fronts. 
Firstly, simply reading the thoughts and activities of an 
interesting man and getting the feel of life in Sydney during 
its early years of development are intrinsically rewarding. 
Secondly, the name of John Masson kept cropping up, over 
and above what is recorded in Abbott and Little. It became 
apparent that Masson was both a business associate and a 
close friend of Spark. In research there is always an element 
of serendipity. A sudden thought to look up the index in 
Henderson and Stirk to see if there was any reference to a 
John Masson produced cries of “Eureka!” From there on 
we were able to uncover many primary sources of evidence 
for what was previously rather mysterious, namely the link 
between the Grose Farm golfers and the Blackheath Golf 
Club, London.

our research has provided an explanation, on what trig-
gered the start of golf at Grose Farm and why those early golf 
activities had a very short life, the key being Captain James 
Ferrier of the Lady Fitzherbert. Royal Blackheath rightly prides 
itself on its record in the 19th century of encouraging new golf 
clubs in England and overseas.60 What our research has com-
prehensively shown is that it was no random act on the part of 
Alexander Brodie Spark, with the help of his friend Secretary 
John Masson, to send a “gallon of claret” to Blackheath Golf 
Club to celebrate the birth of his first son, Alexander (Alick) 
Brodie Spark. The Blackheath connection was strong. 

Grose Farm, circa 1865, is the open area in front of the University of Sydney, the building on the skyline in the centre of the 
picture. Watercolour held at the Mitchell Library, Sydney, by Frederick Charles Terry.
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auction news

Auction News
Following on from the success of the Mullock auction 
in America the first uK golf sale in 2014 saw the same 
enthusiasm. The 700 lots attracted buyers from all over the 
world with over 100 registered to bid live on the internet. 
It was good to see the Chinese back in the market again. 
A good attendance in the room with our regulars down 
from Scotland, Finland, and all parts of England resulted in 
nearly 80% finding new homes.

The market is extremely strong for playable clubs, patents 
with demand outstripping supply and near total clearance. 
The market for longnose and early clubs is still difficult 
and the emphasis is on quality which saw early longnoses 
selling to £1300 and blacksmith made irons up to £500. 
Patent clubs saw two very rare clubs not seen on the market 
before sell for £2600 for an unused Anderson centre shaft 
driver and a hand forged Puffin Putter sell for £800. More 
recognisable patents saw a fine early Brewsters Simplex sail 
out at £1200

one of the highlights of the day was the 1857 
Commemorative Grand Golf Tournament Coloured 
Lithograph poster following Royal Blackheath GC success 
in the knockout tournament over the old Course in St 
Andrews which came from an art dealer who found it with 
some old gilt frames, bought it for a song and was used 
for backing, hence it had hardly seen the light of day. This 
sold for £1700 and went back to the ancestral home in St 
Andrews - The R&A.

Another highlight of the sale was a rare private photograph 

album of The 1900 Irish Amateur Golf Championship held 
at Royal County Down Golf Club and won by Harold Hilton 
(Royal Liverpool) this again met with keen competition 
eventually being knocked down at £1500 and pleasingly 
going back to its roots at Royal County Down GC. Included 
in the sale was a collection of Royal Doulton and again the 
rarer pieces met a good demand whereas the more common 
items ie plates saw prices to reflect this. other notable 
sections saw a very buoyant market for postcards, medals 
and signed ephemera. one or two scarce golf books sold 
well but the market in general is still down with very little 
or no demand for common books. A brighter note a fine 
collection of Sunday golf walking sticks also saw some keen 
bidding and a total clearance selling to a high of £340

Finally original artwork saw prices very firm which saw 
a Frank partridge watercolour of Royal West Norfolk GC 
house (Brancaster) in the distance and horse and cart 
carrying golfers go for £1000 and a John Rankine Barclay 
signed golf sketch realise £750 and a Michael Brown 
lithograph of The open Championship at St Andrews sell 
for £400

Again it’s good to see resurgence in demand and fresh faces 
coming into the market and no doubt this will augur well 
for the future.  A great time to start collecting, there are still 
some bargains to be had and quality always sells. John is 
always on hand for advice whether buying or selling or just 
needing  a valuation for insurance et al.

Continued on page 56,
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Collecting Massy Memorabilia Part 4 

Huguette and Jean-Bernard Kazmierzcak 
take a final look at collecting Arnaud Massy memorabilia

As we previously looked at some form of pictures 
ie cigarette cards it is more interesting, but also 
more uncommon to find original artwork show-
ing Arnaud Massy. A nice (modern) portrait of 

Massy has been on display for many years in the offices of Golf-
Européen, the French magazine created by Gaetan Mourgue 
d’Algue and long managed by EAGHC member André-Jean 
Lafaurie. In the 1990s Arthur Weaver created portraits of 
great golfers. Many of them were reworked into prints, but 
some remain unique pieces of work. Among the latter we can 
find two of the best known French golfers: Massy (Fig 1) and 
Gassiat.

In 2011, Viktor Cleve, a German artist, specializing in 
golfing art, painted a group view of the French team playing 
in Paris, La Boulie, for the Inter-Allied games (see also the 
medal part, below). This oil on canvas work is, of course, a 
(re-) vision, or better, an interpretation by the artist as no such 
precise view exists, even if the group only could be found in a 
book on the Inter-Allied games (Fig 2)

In 2013 Victor Cleve also painted another art work, oil on 

canvas representing Massy chipping (after a photograph). 
This painting was used to illustrate the cover page of 
Golfika-Magazine #11 for the special issue largely dedi-
cated to Massy stone restoration.More easily found than 
the original vintage documents are many pictures of the 
French champion which may be found in magazines and 
also British newspapers. The quality of these views is pretty 
poor and disappointing which is why such pictures are 
usually not collected per se.

Books & Magazines.
As we are referring to printed matter, we cannot forget 
to list here Massy’s book simply entitled “Golf ”. The first 
edition was announced in 1910 in the magazine Fermes et 
Chateaux (Fig 3) and issued in 1911. Both, the magazine and 
the book were edited by Pierre Lafitte. This French edition 
is the most interesting one as the technical part is followed 
by comments on many other aspects of the game.

The first British edition, in English, was published by 
Methuen in 1913,  (Fig 4) and a second edition in 1922 – 
which proved the success of the book. A success which 
was long lasting, as it seems that there were up to four 
editions in uK, the last one in 1927. An American edition 
was issued by Brentano’s in 1922. This is not the place here 
to list all books (nor all magazines!) referring to Massy, but 
we cannot resist to list here a few titles which are dedicating 
significant pages to Massy,

Fig 1 A sketch by Arthur Weaver Fig 2. The French team at the Inter-Allied Games
A re-interpretation by Viktor Cleve, 2011
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Six Golfing Shots by Six Famous Players 1927, Dormeuil Frères, 
London - Bernard Darwin, Abe Mitchell, George Duncan, J.H. 
Taylor, James Barnes, James Braid, Arnaud Massy,  
Fifty years of golf: My memories 1921 Kirkaldy, Andra. , T. 
Fisher unwin, GB.
Ben Sayers – 100 years of golf at North Berwick Doris Sayers, 
Scrap book, Ed., North Berwick, Scotland.

And to finish with a booklet which was published recently 
for the commemoration of Massy’s grave stone. The authors: 
G Jeanneau, J-B Kazmierczak and D Seaton present a pretty 
large set of Massy’s illustrations and memorabilia.

Autographs.
In the Darwin booklet (op.cit.) we can see Massy’s signature, 
which leads to the autograph collection. In the previous article 
on British Postcards we already presented the oldest known 
autograph of the French champion on a postcard which was 
dated 1904. We are featuring here a few additional examples. It 
is interesting to observe the evolution in the  writing.

Medals.
Talking of a champion, we must expect to see some of 
his trophies! The most thrilling one would be his  open 
Championship  medal but we do not have any idea where it 
could be. As a consolation prize we can present here the medal 
offered to him by the committee of Paris Golf Club a few days 
after his triumph in Hoylake. Pierre Deschamps (President of 
the Golf Club de Paris, where Massy was the professional) and 
the whole Committee were awaiting Massy at Gare du Nord 
when he returned from Great Britain en route for the French 
open. The gold medal bears, written in French, on one side 
“Arnaud Massy – Champion du Monde” and on the reverse 
“Hoylake 1907”. No need for translation. 

Fig 3 French Magazine from 1910
announcing the publication of Massy’s book

 Fig 4 Massy’s book. Here in its extremely rare dust jacket 
(2nd English ed.)

Fig 6 Gold medal presented to Massy by the Grand Duke 
Michael Michailovitch (coat of arms MM and the crown).

Fig 5 The gold fob medal presented to Massy by the Société 
du Golf de Paris just after his victory in The Open.

1914 1920

1927 1928

arnaud massy
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This small medal (15mm diameter) was attached to two 
other gold medals. one ( 20mm) was presented to him by 
Grand Duke Michel Michailovitch (see the arms MM and the 
crown) to Massy after he won all the matches in Cannes 1907 
(end February). The third medal (10mm) was presented to 
Massy much later – a few years before his death – in 1947, by 
the French State for all his performances in sport.

It must be noted that the Grand Duke medal was offered 
on top of the official prize presented by the City of Cannes: a 
silver gilded medal ( 30mm) We know of several other med-
als – all in private collections. An example is provided below: 
the Inter-Allied games (Paris, 1919) was a kind of rehearsal of 
the olympic games. Massy won the individual and the French 
team won the team competition (Massy was the captain). 

Fig 7 and 8 - the front and back of the Inter-Allied medal
The single – First prize: Arnaud Massy

Clubs
of course, if Massy learned how to make golf clubs during his 
apprentice period in North Berwick, as all professionals, he 
mainly sold clubs bearing his stamp, but designed by British 
companies.  This club, an iron, is more scarce, as it bears an 
uncommon ‘hand written style’ stamp. 

Among all the  clubs bearing his name, the most common 
are those showing the ‘Massy Special’ stamp. one wooden club 
is especially interesting as it has a lily flower engraved on the 
top of the head as this corresponds to the period when Massy 
was the professional at La Boulie, Versailles, where the Golf 
Club de Paris was established. 

Fig 9 Massy mark in script letters - star cleek mark for 
William Gibson of Kinghorn

Fig 10 A “Massy Special” with the famous Tom Stewart  
‘pipe’ cleek mark

Fig 11 A Massy wood engraved A. MASSY LA BouLIE 
with the Lys flower (the Royal symbol as the Club was located 

at Versailles)

The authors kindly ask any readers for any information 
relating to Arnaud Massy memorabilia. If you know any 
item which was not listed in these three articles, we would 
appreciate enormously to receive your information.
Please  send your e-mails to jbk@orange.fr.  
Many thanks in advance.

Fig 12 In 1949 the French Republic presented the Physical 
Education Medal to Arnaud Massy and a few top amateurs
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James Braid and his Four Hundred Golf Courses
by
John  F Moreton and Iain Cumming 

In 1996 Grant Books published John Moreton’s first golf 
book, The Golf Courses of James Braid, to great acclaim and 
also many questions as to why their favourite course had 
been omitted. Since that time John has embarked on writ-
ing a succession of golf club histories and how he has found 
time to follow up the various queries raised by his first book 
is somewhat of a mystery. His latest, written in conjunction 
with Iain Cumming, is entitled, “James Braid and his Four 
Hundred Golf Courses”. It  is published in a limited edition of 
2000 copies by Grant Books priced £25 plus postage and can 
be ordered by contacting http://grantbooks.co.uk/ or by email 
golf@grantbooks.co.uk . The book design and quality is to the 
very high standards we expect from Bob Grant, with excellent, 
photographs, and runs to over 300 pages. 

From 1923 James Braid entrusted John R Stutt with 
the actual construction of many of his golf courses and 
his grandson J Hamilton Stutt, now sadly deceased, and 
Marjorie Mackie, the granddaughter of James Braid have 
contributed the forewords to the book.  James Braid held to 
his philosophy of golf courses being as natural as possible and 
that it was necessary to adapt to nature rather than employ 
mechanical means to move vast amounts of earth and trees, 
as our American cousins tend to favour.  In designing or 
re-constructing a golf course Braid had two big advantages 
over other competitors. First, almost without the need to say 
it, he was a first rate player and well-known to the general 
public. So he could fully appreciate what constituted a good 
course from a player’s viewpoint. Secondly, and perhaps more 
importantly, he had the ability to read a map and understand 
the topography. In fact on one famous occasion he was able 
to design a course without actually visiting the site but by just 

examining the area from drawings.
Braid’s legacy was truly astounding: over eighty-five 

courses designed from scratch, nineteen nine hole courses, 
over ninety reconstructions, over 100 courses where he made 
alterations, over twenty-five courses where he produced 
only bunker alterations and around fifteen clubs where he 
produced plans, gave advice or recommended a site. He was a 
poor traveller and experienced motion sickness especially on 
the sea and also in cars but he could cope with rail travel. All 
this on top of winning The open five times and many other 
top class tournaments!

The book is arranged in the date order of the courses he 
designed with the dates, and where established, the date of 
his visit. Consequently, the first club is listed as Romford Golf 
Club, Essex, where he was the professional from 1896 to 1904. 
From 1904 to 1949 he was the professional at Walton Heath at a 
payment of £100 per year plus teaching fees, free rent and rates 
to his shop and the right to sell equipment to non-members. 
But the most generous clause in his contract was:-

The Professional shall be at liberty to absent himself from 
the course for a period not exceeding NINETY DAYS in each 
twelve months computed from each first day in May, but the 
professional shall not absent himself for more than fourteen 
days at a time except in the case of an important competition 
or tournament, in which event the professional may absent 
himself during the continuance thereof. 

This clearly gave Braid time for his course design visits 
and his other outside business interests including exhibition 
matches.  Every golf club with which Braid was involved has its 
own specific entry with details of when Braid visited, the work 
he undertook, and in most cases the fees for his work which 
were extremely modest even allowing for today’s inflation. 

Much of the work in producing this book has been the 
result of visits to the courses by John Moreton and Iain 
Cumming, researching the many club histories that have 
been published, delving into the British Newspaper Library 
at Colindale, with particular interest in their full run of Golf 
Illustrated, examining local newspaper archives and contribu-
tions from innumerable individuals. Alan Jackson’s research 
into defunct clubs was extremely valuable where there were 
no club archives or individual to talk to and one would hope 
that sometime soon Alan’s work will get into print. Perhaps 
over 1000 people have had some hand in the research. Even 
with this wealth of assistance there are still some unanswered 
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queries but the authors have been meticulous in sifting any 
conflicting evidence and determining whether a course should 
be included or not. This surely is the defining book on James 
Braid’s courses. It is well worth the £25 and ought to be in any 
collector’s library who has an interest in course design and golf 
course architecture. 

 Dick Durran
Hayling Island
Celebrating 130 years
by
Bill John

                                                                                                         

There are many golf club histories on the shelves of my 
library, and it has to be said that unless you have an avid inter-
est, they can be somewhat uninteresting. However the latest 
edition to come into my possession is totally different and 
since I have acquired it, I simply could not put it down until I 
had read it from cover to cover. I have to confess also that I am 
already a Hayling devotee, and love to visit whenever possible, 
but this is intended to be an objective review of the book.

The immediate impression is the quality of the production, 
a coffee table style book, which screams out to be opened, if 
you have an ounce of golf interest. The dust cover depicts as 
you see from the picture, the clubhouse and the panoramic 
view of the 18th fairway, one I have strolled on many occa-
sions with varied levels of success. The foreword, located 
after the very well scripted introduction, and a photograph 
of Fleetwood Sandeman, has been written by John Jacobs, 
renowned golfer, coach, raconteur and Member of the World 
Golf Hall of Fame. His appraisal is apt, succinct and sum-
marises an opinion, which I subscribe to in its entirety. He 
writes and I quote “Having been afforded a preview of this 
magnificent commemorative work, I must congratulate Bill 
John. Its comprehensive and detailed nature, so beautifully 
illustrated is most impressive “

This is one book you will not tire of looking through, 
punctuated by glorious photographs of the course and the 
clubhouse, it conveys the majesty of one of the finest links 
in the land. The old photographs, from the early sepia tinted 
items are fascinating and depict the origins of the game in 
Hampshire, born in the Victorian era, with the Sandeman 
family (famed for the Port) as it’s catalyst, and provide a 
pictorial journey right through to modern times. The pages 
on the Sinah Common, depicting all the flora and fauna to 
be found on the course, and the ingenious Pictorial Timeline, 
linking the history to world events are particularly interesting 
and enjoyable.

This must have been a labour of love, for it took just over 
one year to produce, and I recommend it to anyone with an 
atom of interest in golf. It has been published in a numbered 
limited edition of just  500 copies, funded by Bill John, and is 

I once read that at a particular time more books had been 
written on the game of golf than had been written on all other 
sports added together. Whether this is still true I do not know.  
What I do know is that  golfers and golfing collectors are still 
being offered the choice of some real quality books. 

Here is another absolute classic for the golfer whether 
or not they are collectors of golf memorabilia. There have 
been previous books on collecting but this book is unique in 
that it is written by two of the giants of American collecting 
about collections and collecting for collectors. It will have 
much wider appeal as it gives those who have not yet started 
to collect the opportunity to see the vast range of interest-
ing golf memorabilia which is available. We have the chance 
to view, through the many colour photographs, just a small 
part of the collections of some twenty-four individuals but 
also a number of fabulous collections owned by private clubs. 
Many of these collections have been accumulated over many 
years such as those of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St 
Andrews and Royal Blackheath Golf Club. However in the 
case of Valderramma the collection was very much the result 
of the perseverance and finance of the late Jaime ortiz-Patino. 
Sadly, or maybe not, a great number of these items have been 
returned to smaller collections.

In reading this book it is clear the average collector will not 
be able to match the top quality and rareness of many items, 
even in the private collections. Members of the BGCS will rec-
ognise many of these persons and already be aware of the book 
collection of Alastair Johnston or that of Philip Truett; the art 
world of Tim Smartt; or the Tom Stewart collection of clubs 
amassed by the late Ralph Livingstone III. Many of these col-
lectors specialised yet it is strange in looking through the great 
photographs in the book just how many items shown will also 
be in the hands of ordinary more modest collectors. Hopefully 
this book will find its way to younger readers who will become 
inspired to become the next generation of golf collectors. This 
book has also an educational role to play for today’s collector. 
one of the most exciting things about collecting is ‘the hunt’. It 
is important to know your subject. This book with all its great 
colour photographs and explanatory captions shows you what 
there is to collect and the knowledge as to how to find it. The 

Great Golf Collections of the World
by
Dick McDonough and Peter Georgiady

available from the Pro Shop at Hayling Golf Club at a price of 
£35 a copy, plus £8 postage. Well worth every penny !
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book also contains a section titled ‘Topical’ where the authors 
look at the range of memorabilia that would normally fall into 
the heading of ‘ephemera’. It looks at very popular collecting 
fields such as postcards, magazine covers and advertising art.  
Another important section of the book is the Appendix which 
deals with many important facts for the potential collector as 
well as the golf historian. Matters such as the ‘origins of golf ’ 
and the ‘history of the development of the golf club and golf 
ball’ lead into a section on ‘collecting Vintage Golf Clubs’ 

This is a great book consisting of 220 pages in a well bound 
hardback format filled with glorious photos. It has a very full 
colour dust-jacket. It is available in the united Kingdom 
from Grant Books at Droitwich, Worcestershire or at www.
grantbooks.co.uk  Price £39 plus £4 postage uK, £7 overseas. 

 John Hanna

The West Links & TANTALLON GOLF CLUB 
1853 – 2013
by
Douglas C Seaton
 
Tantallon Golf Club was founded by the merchants of North 
Berwick in 1853 and unlike a lot of clubs they have managed to 
retain all their records from the beginning. This has definitely 
been instrumental in Douglas producing a very detailed and 
interesting history of this club.

There were three brothers from the Dall family among the 
founder members and their father was instrumental in bring-
ing the railway to the town which no doubt greatly helped it 
to be the successful place it was in the late 19th century. Tom 
Dall, the youngest brother was tasked with drawing up the 
regulations and rules of play, of  which there were 22, for the 
club which were adopted by other clubs in the area. The club 
instigated the first inter-club golf tournament in East Lothian 
and the Echo Medal for juniors is the oldest junior tournament 
in the world. 

In 1902 a member brandished a pistol at another member 
and was asked to resign. He appeared the following week to 
advise it was only a toy but resigned in october. Luckily now 
we have a Suggestion Book in most clubs. In 1966 Brigitte 
Bardot was staying at a local hotel in Dirleton while filming 
“Two Weeks In September” which preoccupied some of the 
local golfers – I wonder if our present captain was one of them?

North Berwick is a town steeped in golf and Douglas has 
produced something here which is a delight to read with some 
lovely anecdotes as above and with the extensive research he 
has done into individual members and where they stayed his 
book should be recommended reading also for all estate agents 
in the East Lothian area.

This is a club history which I have no hesitation in recom-
mending. It comes in decorative card boards, 144 pages long 
and costs £15 incl P & P from Tantallon Golf Club,32 Westgate, 
North Berwick, EH39 4AH

Hamish Ewan

Jewel in the Glen
by
Ed Hodge

This book is subtitled Gleneagles, Golf and the Ryder 
Cup. It is indeed a gem. Most books in the past about the 
Ryder Cup have concentrated mainly on the match itself and 
the details of the play. This book published a year before the 
match takes place takes an historical look back at the venue 
and the match itself. From the golfers perspective a large 
proportion of the text is taken up with interesting details of 
the match which took place at Gleneagles in 1921. This was 
mainly due to the backing given to a golf event called the 1,000 
Guineas Tournament which was sponsored by the Glasgow 
Herald. Thirty-three pages of this book are given over to this 
tournament and the match which followed it. Due to the size 
of the prize fund most of the top American golfers came over 
to play in the event. The hotel was not complete at the time 
and in some pictures may be seen during its construction. 
With so many of the top players present from both sides of 
the Atlantic, 124 professionals in total, it was obvious a match 
should be arranged.  The International Challenge Match was 
played before the actual tournament. The home team won by 
9 matches to 3.  The seed was sown and it was not long before 
Samuel Ryder presented his cup and the Ryder Cup was 
born. This first match was the fore-runner of what became 
the Ryder Cup beginning in 1927 at Worcester Mass. In the 
united States.  

To set the scene the opening chapter is based on the 
thoughts of Paul Lawrie, a Scottish member of the winning 
team just under two years ago.  He gives a personal insight 
into the minds of the European players on that fateful Sunday. 
The chapter is titled ‘The Magicians of Medinah’. For golfers 
another interesting part of the book is the role played by the 
legendary course designer James Braid and his involvement 
in the building of the King’s and Queen’s courses as part of 
the hotel complex. The various BBC Pro-Celebrity matches 
and golf tournaments which took place over the years at 
Gleneagles are also included.

In reading the book and the comments made by many of 
those behind the bid to bring the Ryder Cup to Gleneagles 
one realises the amount of effort (and money) which has to be 
put in in order to become the host. The chapter dealing with 
this is made up from snippets from the various interviews 
with those behind the scenes. These include Ian Marchbank, 
the Club Professional; Ken Schofield, of the PGA European 
Tour; and two Scots, Gavin Hastings and Sir Jackie Stewart. 
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The politicians have also had their say with Henry McLeish 
and Alex Salmond supporting the bid. Bernard Gallacher 
looks back at the Ryder Cup match of 1973 at Muirfield, the 
first time and only time the match has been played north 
of the border. The comment is made that twenty Scots have 
been members of the team including a number of Captains 
its return to Scotland is well overdue. Jack Nicklaus , designer 
of the Monarch’s course which he then redesigned into The 
PGA Centenary course and also its more recent changes which 
were required to bring it up to the standard required for the 
Ryder Cup. The hotel is not ignored and we can read what it is 
like for those fortunate to stay in what has been termed ‘The 
Palace in the Glen’.

Finally Colin Montgomery, a golfer revered for his Ryder 
Cup performances, looks at each of the 18 holes from a 
match-play perspective concluding that this will be an exciting 
venue with many risk and reward holes.  This is a beautifully 
presented book filled with many colour and black and white 
photographs. It would grace any coffee table.  First published in 
2013 by Arena Sport, an imprint of Birlinn it is hardback book 
of 238 pages well bound and with a most attractive dust-jacket. 
It may be obtained direct from Birlinn at www.birlinn.co.uk or 
ordered from the distributor Booksource on 08453700067. The 
cost is £25with free delivery from within the uK. overseas will 
be informed the cost of postage by Booksource when placing 
an order.  
Good Luck to Europe. in September.

John Hanna
________________________________________
Auction News  continued from page 48
Some of the leading prices:-
Irons 
Matching set of 8x Forgan Irons   £850
Ceramics
Royal Doulton series ware cocktail shaker   £550
Royal Doulton stoneware pitcher c/w silver rim £300
Royal Doulton Bateman series ware trinket box  £300
Royal Doulton Kingsware tobacco jar restored £220
Royal Doulton Bateman golfing series tankard  £150
Sunday Golf walking sticks (13) overall average (£180)
Wooden square mesh golf ball spirit flask handle  £340
Ivory handle golf club walking stick    £240
Scare head golf club handle    £220
Patent Clubs
Rare Anderson E’burgh centre shafted driver c. 1892  £2600
Brewster’s Simplex Centre shaft large spoon c. 1897 £1200
urquhart adjustable iron     £500
unusual unnamed alloy forward face mallet putter    £280
Putters 
Rare Puffin patent putter      £800
Rare Randall oversize alloy rectangular putter   £650
Simpson Carnoustie late longnose putter    £300
otto Hackbarth putter      £280
R Forgan scare head beech wood putter    £200

Spalding Kroflite Bobby Jones Calamity Jane putter £220
Longnose Clubs and early irons
Fine W. M. Park Snr longnose baffing spoon c. 1865 £1800
McEwan longnose shallow face long spoon c.1840   £1300 
Blacksmith circular dished faced track iron c. 1850 £500
Early curved dished face rut iron c. 1850   £500
F & A. Carrick Musselburgh blade putter c. 1870  £500
Golf Books
Andre, R -  “Golf Plays and Recitations” 1st ed 1903/4 £350
Darwin, B - The Golf Courses of the British Isles 1st edition 
1910 £280
Hobbs, Michael – signed – “The open 1960-1990”  £110
MacKenzie Dr. A  -“Golf Architecture” 1st ed 1920 £200
McPherson, J.G  -“Golf And Golfers Past and Present”  £300 
Reed, Ken signed –  6x of golfing sketch books   £200 
Roberts, Clifford signed  “ Story of Augusta National Golf 
Club” £150
“St Andrews union Club Rules and Regulations 1871”   £550
R and A Golf Club St Andrews Deluxe Trilogy signed   £300
Woods 
Average for playable woods £50 selling to a high of £90 
Golf Balls 
4x Maponite golf balls        £570
Haskell bramble pattern golf ball       £220 
Golf Medals
1933 Dunbar GC gold medal    £230
1895 Leith Lochend GC gold medal    £220
1928 Cambuslang GC gold medal    £200
1913 Dysart GC gold medal    £180
Collectibles
Rare 1857 Great Golf Tournament Colour lithograph  £1700
1900 Irish Amateur Golf championship Royal County Down 
Golf Club – a rare private golfing photograph album  £1500
Fine Dunlop Caddie  papier-mâché golfing figure £900
1989 official European Ryder Cup team signed caddy’s bib 
(Seve) £750
Beldam, G. Harry Vardon photogravure signed   £550
2002 official Ryder Cup signed golf programme and full 
packet signed by both teams       £360
6x ogden’s Guinea Gold Golf Base real photos c. 1901   £320
1993 official Ryder Cup Gala Ball signed menu cover     £190
Artwork
Frank Partridge  original watercolour Brancaster          £1000
John Rankine Barclay signed golf sketch    £750
Michael Brown original lithograph 1895 open Golf 
Championship      £400
Postcards
Rare “Golf Champions” postcard c. 1900’s    £380
Scarce Tom Morris St Andrews b/w golfing postcard   £340
1900’s Professional golf match putting scene postcard   £240
Scarce  Mr R Maxwell postcard – outside The R&A   £270
Rare “Four open Champions” golfing postcard   £240
Rare James Braid golfing colour postcard    £180
Rare Ben Sayers golfing postcard early c. 1900’s   £180
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