
Through the Green is the magazine of the British Golf 
Collectors’ Society and is published quarterly in March, 
June, September and December. The views and opinions 
printed within are those of the contributors or Editor 
and are not intended to represent an official Society 
viewpoint unless specifically stated. The magazine is 
available only to members of The Society. No part of this 
publication, with the exception of the book reviews, may 
be reproduced without written consent of the Editor. The 
aims of The Society are to encourage and promote an 
interest in the history of golf and the collecting of items 
connected with that history. We welcome new members 
but extend little sympathy with any applicant who seeks 
membership for commercial gain. 

Copyright © BGCS
Printed by Nicholson Bass
Editor     
John Hanna, 4 Downshire Park, Hillsbrough,    BT26  6HB 
Telephone 02892 689341
Email: editor@golfcollectors.co.uk

THE BRITISH GOLF COLLECTORS SOCIETY
President  Philip Truett  
2014–15 COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Captain Alan Henderson 01491 572797
Hon Secretary Bob Fletcher 0121 353 3057
Hon Treasurer Stephen Grimoldby 01925 819660 

ComMittee
Robin Griffiths 01278 788321 
John Hanna 02892 689341
Ian Hislop 0131 441 1604 
Liz MacDonald 01832 275429
Clive Mitchell 0121 445 3390
Tony Norcott  01676 522237
Nigel Notley 01462 742556
Chris Walker  01234 771536

Membership Secretary  
Hamish Ewan, 20 Druim Ave., Inverness, IV2 4LG 
Telephone 01463 231145
Email taormina@btinternet.com

Society Website: www.golfcollectors.co.uk

Cover: 

The Official Print for the 2014 Ryder Cup Matches at 
Gleneagles as commissioned by Ryder Cup Ltd. It shows 
the 2nd hole of the PGA Centenary Course, from a 
painting by  Graeme Baxter. 

‘Artwork Courtesy of Graeme Baxter’ 

THROuGH the GREEN
September 2014

2  Captain’s Letter 

3  Society News

9  More Notes on the Feather Ball
  Bob Gowland and Robin Bargmann share more views on  
  the feather golf ball
  
13  Auction News
  
14  An Australian ‘Follow-on’
  Michael Sheret takes a further look at Alexander Brodie   
  Spark

16  Dr. Peter Fayssoux M.D. Edin.
  Col. William H. Gibson (ret’d) looks at this early golfer

18  Who need an ‘Aide’ to play the game?
  Geert and Sara Nils look at the role of the golf assistant

 22  From The Real Dempster Family
  Roger McStravick offers a new insight into this early St   
  Andrews family

24  Letter from Oz  Michael Sheret 

25  Admirals and Generals Matches
  Susan Carpenter and John Greenwood look at this annual  
  battle

28  Irish Musings 
  John Hanna recalls the 1929 Irish Open Championship

30  The Hole Story
  Michael Farmer and the story of the modern golf hole
    
32  The First Rules
  Bobby Burt asks who demanded the first rules, why and   
  who wrote them

37  Letter from America  John Butler

39   Professor Sodd on the Links
  David Hamilton takes an amusing look at this well-  
  known Professor 

40  Preserving the Heritage of early club making 
  John Hanna visits the last club maker in Scotland

42  Collecting Early Postcards
  Jean-Bernard Kazmierczac gives a brief history of the   
  post card

48  The Gourlays - Origins and History Part I
  Mungo Park provides an insight to this ball making   
  dynasty

52  Correspondence

54  Book Reviews



2 |  Through the Green ·  September 2014

Captain’s Letter

Open Championship
Royal Liverpool July 2014 
Winner Rory McIlroy
The number one event in golf and a meeting-place for every-
one interested in golf. How refreshing it was to find, tucked 
away, two members of the Society demonstrating hickory 
club repair and restoration. Vintage clubs still attract interest 
and admiration, and, although like vintage cars, they cannot 
compete with the performances of their successors, they are 
still a joy to behold. The history of the game, especially the 
development of clubs and balls and the changes they have 
brought to Championship courses, merits more exposure.
For the literati, ‘Golf ’s Royal Clubs’ by Scott MacPherson, a 

member of the Society, was on sale in the Exhibition Marquee.  
An authoritative description of the sixty-six clubs world-wide 
which have been honoured by the British Royal family, it 
includes club histories and current course descriptions, and is 
a must for every golf collection.

The Championship enjoyed the full range of British summer 
weather, including the forecast of severe thunderstorms. For 
the first time in its history, play on the Saturday began at both 
the first and tenth tees, and finished minutes before the deluge 
arrived. Congratulations to the R&A.

uS PGA 
Valhalla August 2014  
Winner Rory McIlroy
A “Major” finishing in near-darkness, with the last two groups 
overlapping, in order to complete the 18th hole (compare 
with above). How embarrassing this could have been!   The 
worthy winner, however, was able to overcome everyone and 
everything, and emerge triumphant on both occasions. What 
an achievement!
The Swedish Hickory Open this year was held at Bro-Balsta 
(the home club of Annika Sorenstam) in temperatures over 
30 degrees C. Bro-Balsta lies north-west of Stockholm on 
a similar latitude to the Shetland Isles!  The 36-hole scratch 
prize was keenly contested by Scandinavian players, as was 
the ladies competition, with Perry Somers preventing a clean 
sweep (report with results elsewhere in this edition). Why is 
hickory golf so popular with younger golfers in Scandinavia? 
The Seniors’ event, 18 holes, gave the rest of us a wonderful golf 
experience on Peter Nordwall’s course lay-out, the outstanding 
feature of which is the undulating expansive putting surfaces. 
The Championship Dinner after the first round provided 
much social mixing, with many speeches, all in English! How 
can it be that the Swedes even speak better English than we 
do? Many thanks to the Swedish Hickory Society for a superb 
event.  After the golf, Gail and I took the opportunity to visit 
Stockholm, a wonderful city with much to see and admire.
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Society News

Murdoch Medal awarded 
to Colin Strachan

The Committee  is pleased to 
announce that the 2014 winner of the 
Murdoch Medal is Colin Strachan, in 
recognition of his outstanding work in 
researching, writing and publication 
of Fair Ways in Ashdown Forest, the 
history of Royal Ashdown Forest Golf 
Club.
The Murdoch Medal commemorates 
the late Joe Murdoch, joint founder of 
the Golf Collectors Society, and the 
first Honorary Member of the British 
Golf Collectors’ Society. It is awarded 
annually on the eve of the Open 
Championship to the BGCS member, 
who in the opinion of the Committee, 
has contributed most in the previous 
year to the heritage of golf but only 
in years when this has been achieved. 
More detail will be included in the 
December issue after the medal has 
been presented to Colin at the English 
Hickory Championships at Rye next 
month.

The Open Championship 

While  there will have been a number 
of BGCS members involved in the 
background in the organisation of the 
Championship there were two who 
played a more prominent role.

John Still and Ron Beatt were once 
again promoting the heritage of the 

game in the HSBC tent. The two of 
them were there all week, all day and 
were kept very busy mainly allow-
ing the large numbers passing by to 
experience  hitting balls with hickory 
shafted clubs. As may be seen, in the 
photograph below, the gallant pair had 
entered into the spirit of their display 
adding a unique touch to what else-
where was a very modern scene. 

Leith News 

There was a BGCS team triumph 
on Leith Links, home of the world’s 
first golf club, now a busy public park, 
these days host for golf for only four 
days in the year. In the Leith Rules Golf 

John Still and Ron Beatt at the Open 
Championship at Royal Liverpool

competition on 5th July over two rounds 
of the five-hole course, Czeslaw Kruk 
and Robin Morris (entered as a topical 
‘Yes and No Together’ team) proved 
winners in the handicap event, gain-
ing one of the trophies for this annual 
event presented some years ago by 
David Kirkwood and Philip Knowles.

Literati of the Links

This group is recognised as an integral 
part of the Society and welcomes any 
members to join them at any of their 
meetings . A most interesting meeting 
took place last May at the National 
Library of Scotland. It was hosted by 
Olive Geddes and colleagues Veronica 
Denholm and Beverley Casebow.

Members attending the meeting 
included the President, Philip Truett, 
Peter Crabtree, Archie Baird, 
Sheila Baird, Mungo Park, Neil Laird, 
Ian Cairns, Richard Williams, 
Chic Harper, Czeslaw Kruk, Scott 
MacPherson, Robin Morris, Michael 
Sheret, Colin Strachan, David 
Anderson, Paul Miller, Neil Millar, 
Ian Hislop, Hamish Ewan, Donald 
Cameron, Andrew Lochhead and 
Richard Ellis
Presentations  were Paul Miller ‘The 
Sharp Family of Hill of Tarvit and golf ’ 
Donald Cameron ‘Spread of golf to 
India’ 
Neil Millar ‘Foreign language versions 
of the Rules of Golf ’  
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Centenary Matches v  
Buckingham G C and 
Apsley Guise G C

These two Centenary matches took 
place over two consecutive days, the 
10th and the 11th of May. Despite weather 
forecasts that predicted heavy rain, the 
BGCS teams at the above two fixtures 
escaped largely dry and a great time 
was had by all. Both clubs have 18 hole 
courses which were extended from ear-
lier 9 hole ones and these proved testing 
in the strong winds that prevailed.

We were royally entertained on 
both days, playing four ball better-ball 
matches, 12-a-side at Buckingham and 
14-a-side at Aspley Guise. Our esteemed 
President and Captain played both days.  
Organiser Chris Walker’s son Tom 
kindly stepped in at late notice for the 
Buckingham match. Liz MacDonald 
and Carolyn Kirk played both matches 
and we were pleased to welcome Dave 
Dannhauser to Aspley Guise for his first 
outing in a Centenary Hickory match.

For the record, both matches were 
very close but, although we lost 3.5-2.5 
to Buckingham, we triumphed over 
Aspley Guise 4-3. Our thanks go to both 
clubs for their hospitality and trust that 
their members enjoyed the matches as 
much as did our team.  Certainly all the 
feedback from them has been extremely 
positive.  We know that Aspley Guise is 
running a much larger hickory event for 
their members in July. 

Chris Walker

The British Golf Collectors’ Society at Buckingham G C The Teams at Apsley Guise G C 

BGCS Hickories v Royal 
West Norfolk Golf Club 
(Brancaster)  

The match against Brancaster  took 
place on the 27th of May The course had 
miraculously survived the great winter 
flood, when the North Sea literally came 
around the back and flooded the course 
from the land side. Pictures in the club-
house indicate that at high tide only the 
tops of the sand hills and the club house 
largely escaped.
With regard to the match, after such 
brilliant weather in 2013 we really caught 
a cold this year. None the less all of our 
team thoroughly enjoyed the day and it 
was good to at least play the short eight  
hole loop and get some fresh air (wind 
and rain) before enjoying the Club’s 
hospitality over lunch. The course really 
was in tip-top order and no sign of any 
salt related damage
Brancaster Captain, Martin Price, 
and Ian Campbell-Gray both BGCS 
members and proud owners of Tony 
Hunt restored sets were set to lead the 
way with hickory for the home side. But 
in this respect we will have to wait until 
next year. 

The Club were re-presented with the 
Brancaster Cleek complete with silver 
disc denoting the gift by, the then Club 
Captain, Mike Walsh in 2012 for the 
event. The inscription for 2014 to read 
‘rain stopped play after a halved match 
in 2013.

Photos from Inverallochy 
and Duff House Royal

Captain Alan Henderson

Bob Strachan
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All twenty-four competitors for the 
30th Scottish Hickory Championships 
at Dunbar on Friday the 30th of May 
thoroughly enjoyed the occasion. It was 
a mainly sunny day with a gentle breeze 
from the North Sea. Overseas competi-
tors were two French, an Austrian, an 
Australian and three Swedes. Starter 
Lionel Freedman was on his usual 
excellent form. The course was in good 
condition with the ground firm despite 
the recent heavy rain. The course was 
played off the par 70 yellow tees for 
the men and par 73 red for the women. 
The scratch title was won by Jonas 

 BGCS Hickories v 
Hunstanton 

After the washout at Brancaster on 
Tuesday the 28th of May it was a relief 
that there was no rain and very little 
wind. Once again our players were very 
impressed with the course condition, 
which seems to be improving each year 
we come. I have no doubt that the R&A 
will want to bring a big event here in the 
not too distant future. It certainly merits 
it. We enjoyed a fine lunch upstairs and 
received the Halliwell Trophy from 
Halliwell Junior! The Club won again 
as I believe they have done each year. 
Maybe if we could tempt the Hunston 
players out with some hickory next year!

Nigel Notley

Captain Alan Henderson and Starter 
Lionel Freedman at Dunbar

2014 Champion Willie Tanner receives 
his prize from Captain Alan Henderson

Jonas Fack, Sweden, Scratch winner 
with Captain Alan Henderson and event 

organiser Ian Hislop

of 80 from Jorgen Isberg. First lady was 
Tien Panigel and she also won nearest 
the hole at the 139 yd 8th hole. Jonas 
Fack won nearest the hole at the 154 yd 
14th. Second handicap was won by Erik 
Brandstrom with a 82 net 73. Winner of 
the George Colville Memorial Trophy 
for 2014 was Jonas Fack with 79 net 72 
to add to his 2nd place at the Scottish 
Hickory Championships at Dunbar the 
previous day. 

Ian Hislop

Scottish Hickory 
Championship

Fack scoring an excellent 75 beating 
fellow Swedes Jorgen Isberg and Erik 
Brandstrom who both had rounds of 
77. Nearest the hole winners at the 3rd 
and 16th were Gail Henderson and Nigel 
Notley. The ladies prize was won by 
local member Norah Aitchison.

Third handicap was Robin Morris 
with a 93 net 70. The Championship 
had to be decided on the better inward 
half with both competitors having net 
68s. Erik Brandstrom had a BIH  of 
32.5 and Willie Tanner’s BIH was 31.5 
so the winner of the  Scottish Hickory 
Championship for 2014 was defending 
champion William Tanner. In the even-
ing twenty-five sat down for an excellent 
dinner in the clubhouse at Dunbar. 

Ian Hislop

George Colville Memorial 
Trophy Whitekirk G C

Another sunny day greeted the thir-
teen competitors visiting one of the 
newer courses in East Lothian to find 
this year’s winner of the George Colville 
Memorial Trophy. The course was 
played off the par 72 yellow tees for the 
men and red for the women. Although 
only twenty-nine yards longer than 
Dunbar, the previous day, most found 
the long carries, blind shots, tight fair-
ways and deep rough over the first ten 
holes to be tough going for hickories.

 The scratch prize was won by a score 

Central England Hickory 
Championships 2014

The Coxmoor Golf Club, near 
Mansfield, was once again the venue 
for the Central England Hickory 
Championships which were played on 
Monday the 9th of June. The weather 
as we started the event was overcast 
with a promise of showers later and 
the recent rain made the greens slow 
but true. However by the time the first 
group were playing the ninth hole the 
heavens opened and we were subjected 
to a torrential rain storm accompanied 
by thunder and lightning which sus-
pended play sending players back to the 
club house. The course quickly flooded 
with greens disappearing under water 
and bunkers resembling water holes. 
However once the rain abated the green 
staff did a marvellous job of clearing the 
greens enabling play to resume after a 
two hour break.  We were then treated 
to a sultry, sunny afternoon for the com-
pletion of the competition.
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Match v the MacKenzie 
Society at Cavendish GC

The match against the Alister 
MacKenzie Society for the MacKenzie 
Kist was played at the Cavendish Golf 
Club on the 11th of July.
Was it the sight of the Society flag, 
brought personally by the Captain, 
and flying boldly from the Cavendish 
flagpole, or the work of Walter Mechilli 
fettling members’ hickories prior to 
the match which led to our historic 
victory in the match against the Alister 
MacKenzie Society? When the last 
pair of Walter Mechilli and Ian Spann 
shook hands with their defeated oppo-
nents on the 18th green they clinched 
our very first victory in this series of 7 
matches.  The narrow margin of 41/2 to 
31/2 however makes little change in the 
adverse tally of matches up vs matches 
down which stands 301/2 to 141/2 in 
favour of our opponents.

An interesting conversation took 
place on the par 5 14th hole. Jonathan 
Gaunt had just holed out for a birdie 
which looked like the start of a 

fight-back but up stepped the Australian 
Barry Leithhead who putted for his 
par and calmly announced he had a 
shot at the hole. Johnathan said ‘what 
do you have to do to win a hole against 
you two guys?’  At the next hole the par 
3 15th Jonathan’s partner, Mike Hallam, 
was last to play and hit his ball straight 
into the hole. ‘That’s what you have to 
do to win a hole’ said Mike. Despite 
this minor setback Leithhead and John 
Hanna were comfortable winners.

The customary fears of the match 
organiser regarding the Buxton climate 
were groundless - the sun blazed down 
on this Peak District parkland/moor-
land course prepared to a high standard  
by the team of two qualified greenkeep-
ers and one summer student, aided by a 
group of dedicated members. Does this 
presage a resumption of an Artisan-type  
membership here and elsewhere if club 
finances are constrained?

We look forward to returning to this 
fine MacKenzie course, but the Ladies 
can rest assured they will in future be 
allowed to play off the ladies card. (pax 
GH).

Walter ‘fettling’ BGCS player’s clubs at 
Cavendish G C

 l to r  Richard Atherton, Steve Bailey, 
Captain of Cavendish Golf Club, Eddie 

Birchenough, Robert Kirk and Captain of 
the BGCS, Alan Henderson 

John Mullock mastered the tricky 
conditions with a score of 38 points to 
become a worthy champion in winning 
the Tony Thorpe trophy. In second 
place with a score of 35 points was Keith 
Bilbie who won the BGCS Seniors’ 
Hickory trophy. Stuart Gibbs with a 
score of 33 points won the John Hanna 
Tankard. Chris Walker won the scratch 
prize and Ian Spann won the modern 
clubs competition.

Our Society Captain, Alan 
Henderson, spoke after the meal and 
the prizes were presented by Alec 
Shepperson, the President of Coxmoor 
Golf Club and a former Walker Cup 
player.A most enjoyable day despite 
theunpredictable weather.

Keith Bilbie

Centenary Match v 
Shirley Park G C

Pre Open Championship 
Meeting at Caldy Golf 

The pre-Open Championship Meeting 
took place at Caldy Golf Club, Wirral 
on Wednesday the 16th of July, when 
we had the pleasure of seeing a number 

Shirley Park golf Club, South London, 
was laid out by Herbert Fowler and  
Tom Simpson. Such was the enthusiasm 
of club-members to play in this cente-
nary event, that each of the fourteen 
society members was accompanied by 
three club members in a team Stableford 
competition! Interest in the event was 
shared by an urban fox which observed 
from the side of the first fairway. Where 
necessary bags of hickory clubs were 
provided for the club members by Tony 
Hunt, and appropriate dress was worn 
by all.  

After the golf, dinner was served in 
the club-house, with prize-giving and 
speeches to follow. Many thanks to 
Shirley Park for their hospitality.

Incidentally this was the first golfing 
home of our President, Philip Truett.

The Hickory clubs await on the first tee at 
Shirley Park Golf Club

_______________________________

Please note the copy date 
for the December issue of 
Through the Green is the 
15th November. However the 
Editor would welcome more 
articles and the sooner the 
better. It would be comfort-
ing to have a ‘bank’ of arti-
cles for future publication. 
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of international members: John and 
Holly Butler from Virginia; David 
Normoyle from New York State; and 
Barry Leithhead and Peter Gompertz 
from Australia. Recent warm weather 
persisted, but conditions were overcast 
and humid, with some gentle showers. 

The original nine-hole Caldy course 
was laid out by Jack Morris and opened 
in 1907, before remodelling and exten-
sion to a full eighteen by James Braid in 
the 1920s. Character is heathland rather 
than parkland, with fine grasses, good 
springy turf and low-level birch. Greens 
were firm and true. The layout descends 
gently to some pretty holes above low 
cliffs bordering the Dee Estuary. This 
was an interesting, strategic course of 
6700 yards off the medal tees, which was 
still a challenging 6400 yards for us off 
the yellows.

Star player on the day was Neil 
Millar, whose 37 points were sufficient 
to win the Ray Gossage Trophy by three 
from Peter Gompertz. Philip Truett’s 
34 points tied for second, but lost out 
on the last three holes. Winner of the 
hickory prize was Florian Maninger, 
with 31 points, followed by his host, Toni 
Kammerer, with 29. Peggy Crabtree 
won the ladies’ prize with 34 points, while 
David Normoyle was closest to the pin 
on the short seventeenth. 

A convivial meal followed in the 
clubhouse at which Ross Biddiscombe 
entertained us with anecdotes from his 
latest book on the background history of 
the Ryder Cup.(See Book Reviews)
We were joined briefly on the course 
by Tom Watson, while filming a 
commercial for Mastercard, in which 
traditonally-clad BGCS members made 
a bit-part appearance. They can be sen 
fleetingly on  “http://www.theopen.com/
en/Videos/2014/07/Priceless-Surprises-
-Tom-Watson-5ndXgwbzr9jXlrmk5nvh
fMAqLRndwznO.aspx” 
John Pearson

The weather was unusually hot for 
summer in Sweden, when the 17th 
Swedish Hickory Championship was 
played at Bro-Bålsta GC, situated about 
40 kilometers northwest of Stockholm. 
Besides temperatures above 30 Celsius 
degrees, cloudless skies, and sunshine, 
there was also a little breeze. Founded in 
1982, Bro-Bålsta GC is the home club of 
the golfing legend Annika Sörenstam. It 
is also famous for its huge and undulat-
ing greens. The course was designed 
by the club’s founder, Course Architect 
Peter Nordwall, whose dramatic green 
design has been much inspired by clas-
sic courses like Woking, Deal, Prestwick  
and the Old Course of St. Andrews. 
The Swedish Hickory Championship is 
a stroke-play scratch competition played 
in three categories: men, ladies and 
seniors (i.e., individuals who are older 
than 64 years of age). While the first 
category covers 36 holes, the seniors 
play 18 holes. For the first time, the 
ladies also competed over 36 holes. To 
enable a tough but fair test of hickory 
golf, the course was also particularly 
set up for the venue by Peter Nordwall, 
meaning a somewhat shorter course but 
tricky pin positions. For example, the 
length of men’s championship course 
was roughly 6,460 yards (par 74), which 
surpasses the previous sixteen editions 
of the venue. 
In this year, the men’s championship 
involved 77 players of whom 75 percent 
had single digit handicaps and 52 
percent had handicaps of less than 6. 
Notably, the field included six PGA 
professionals, a 25-year old former 
Swedish international amateur, three 
teenagers, as well as the skillful Swedish 
golfers, who regularly win and dominate 
the hickory championships in the uK 
(read Jonas Fack, Jörgen Isberg, and 
Henrik Peyron). On average, the age of 
the Swedish participants competing in 
the men’s championship was about 50 
years. Regarding the ladies’ and seniors’ 
championships, there were eleven and 

sixteen participants. In all, a total of 
104 players participated of whom the 
vast majority came from Sweden. But 
there were also thirteen entries from 
abroad: an Australian, a German, four 
Finns, and seven players from the 
uK. Furthermore, Lionel Freedman 
from the World Hickory Open 
Championship attended as a non-player 
to get an understanding of the Swedish 
enthusiasm for hickory golf.
On the Friday before the championship, 
a fourball stableford event, called 
‘Stig-Helmer Competition’, and the 
opening ceremony were held. The name 
of the competition originates from a 
Swedish movie character played by the 
actor, film director, musician and artist, 
Lasse Åberg, who is also a member of 
Bro-Bålsta GC. For the 17th Swedish 
Hickory Championship he created 
a limited edition of numbered and 
signed lithographs. Like the first day 
of the championship, the ‘Stig-Helmer 
Competition’ was also a venue of the 
immensely popular Swedish Hickory 
Tour called Golflinks Tour, which 
consists of 23 tournaments in 2014. 
The fourball competition was won by 
Michael Edin and Boris Lietzow (47 
points), while the runner-ups were 
Jörgen Isberg and Victor Sjöö (46 
points). On third spot came Claes Armå 
and Tomas Johansson (46 points). In the 
opening ceremony, the father of Annika 
Sörenstam, Tom Sörenstam, entered 
the swing-improving machine from the 
Swedish movie ‘The Accidental Golfer’ 
which was directed by Lasse Åberg, and 
then hit a ball while receiving applause 
from the gallery. 

Report on the Swedish 
Hickory Championship 
2014

 Johan Moberg and Eva Adermark
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At the evening of the first day of the 
championship, the championship dinner 
was served and the trophy of the senior 
championship was presented. Besides 
being entertained by the toastmaster 
Per Fylking, the dinner guests could also 
listen to exciting speeches, which were 
given by, among others, the chairman 
of Bro-Bålsta GC Gösta Bonde, our 
present and former BGCS-captains Alan 
Henderson and David Kirkwood as well 
as Nigel Notley and Lionel Freedman. 

The second day of the 2014 Swedish 
Hickory championship saw some thrill-
ing actions. By making a hole-in-one on 
the 13th and an eagle on the next hole, 
the PGA professional Johan Moberg 
secured his first championship win. The 
ladies championship went into a nerve-
breaking and tight play-off between 
the favorites Frida Rydberg and Eva 
Adermark, who by winning the fifth 
play-off hole successfully defended her 
championship title from 2013. 

On the second day, there was also a 
stroke play handicap competition, ‘The 
Swedish Hickory Jug’. On the whole, the 
field consisted of the seniors and those 
failing to qualify for the second day of 
the men’s and ladies’ championships. 
The winner was Antti Paatola (net 
score = 60), while Chris Homer (64) 
and Czeslaw Kruk (64) came second 
and third. Mats Jönsson had the lowest 
gross score (73). 

To sum up, the 17th Swedish Hickory 
Championship turned out be a memo-
rable feast of hickory golf. Most par-
ticipants praised the event, as shown by 
surveys, and believed it to be the bench-
mark for future hickory championships.  
Obviously, the organizing committee 

was delighted to see that all efforts had 
paid off and that players of five different 
countries took part. The committee 
would like to thank all participants for 
coming and following the motto: ‘Golf as 
it used to be played – and as it was meant 
to be played.’
Results: 
Swedish Hickory Championship, Men, 
36 holes
1st Johan Moberg   149 gross
2nd Jörgen Isberg  152 gross
3rd Claes Armå & Perry Somers 153 
gross

Swedish Hickory Championship, Ladies, 
36 holes
1st Eva Adermark  169 gross
2nd Frida Rydberg  169 gross
3rd Britta Nord  177 gross

Swedish Hickory Championship, Seniors, 
18 holes
1st Tomas Tedvik  85 gross
2nd Ove Stenbeck & Hans Andersson 86 
gross

Patric Anderson

Annual Triangular Match 
with the R and A and 

Walton Heath Golf Club

In idyllic weather conditions, 60 hickory 
players representing Walton Heath, The 
Royal and Ancient and the Collectors’ 

Society, played a three-ball six-some, 
with hickories, over the Old Course at 
Walton Heath. 

With the heath in dry condition, the 
low running shot was well rewarded, 
however the thick rough heavily penal-
ised the errant shot. Having covered 
the yardage of a hole, negotiating the 
putting-surfaces, which were running 
extremely fast but true, proved a signifi-
cant challenge to all, with ”many a slip, 
twixt cup and lip”. 

Handic ap  match-pl ay  w it h 
“Sunningdale”, and ¼ point bye, proved 
an onerous task for most, however 
results were returned which added up to 
a narrow win by the home club with the 
R & A   close second. The Society won 
bronze!

A magnificent lunch in the clubhouse 
was rounded of by winning and losing 
speeches, which included on-course 
incidents.

This is one of the great events in 
the hickory calendar, involving club-
professionals and amateur golfers, some 
of whom playing with hickory clubs for 
the first time, all committed to golf of the 
hickory-era.

The event was master-minded by the 
President of the Society, Philip Truett, 
who incidently could represent any team, 
if selected!

Alan Henderson

Literati Meeting at Edinburgh in May L to R Archie Baird, Colin Strachan, Paul Miller, 
Ian Cairns, David Anderson, Neil Laird and Scott Macpherson

BGCS group at Swedish Hickory 
Championship
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Letter from the Honorary Treasurer 

Subscription 2015 and payment method
Recently, I reported to the Committee that, based on current 
membership and subscription levels, my financial forecast for 
the activities of the Society for 2014 was a very small surplus. 
It was also noted that Balance sheet reserves remain at a 
minimal level of less than half a year’s annual expenditure. 
Further cost pressures do exist associated with the production 
of our magazine, postage and printing coupled with 
exchange rate exposure. However, assuming full collection 
of subscriptions, all at the correct amount, the Committee 
is determined to manage the finances and realise some cost 
saving initiatives to ensure a small surplus through to the end 
of 2015 whist maintaining the current level of subscription.
Hence there will be no increase in subscriptions for 2015 
rather, held at the level of the last two years, viz:

Full member uK £40
Joint full member uK £50
Full member Europe €60
Joint full member Europe €70
Overseas Associate uS$80

In order to achieve the above our method of collecting sub-
scriptions has been reviewed. It has been concluded that the 
present Standing Order method has resulted in an unneces-
sary amount of administration with subsequent chasing of late 
and short payments. As a consequence a Direct Debit process 
will be introduced to replace the Standing Order system, 
whereby after instruction and notification, the Society will be 
authorised to drawdown your subscription directly from your 
account each renewal. Advance notification of any change in 
subscription will be given.

I attach a Direct Debit mandate form for completion. Please 
complete, sign, date and return to me as soon as possible so that 
the system can be fully implemented for the 1st January 2015 
renewal. Separate arrangements for International members are 
to be made using PayPal.
Please remember to cancel your current Standing Order 
instruction with your bank once you have transferred onto the 
new system. Reminders will be published in the magazine and 
on the website. Your co-operation will be appreciated and I 
look forward to receiving your completed forms.

Stephen Grimoldby    Honorary Treasurer

When the new gravestone was unveiled last year the area 
had been cleared and tidied up. Additional small paths had been 
temporarily made and the gravestone was easy to find. To find 
it initially Douglas Seaton undertook a monumental task in 
clearing the  undergrowth. I had a rough idea where the grave 
was but I was amazed to see how quickly the area had become 
overgrown again in around seventeen months. After some time 
searching I eventually found it, but the grave, which had been 
clear, was now again overgrown with weeds, some nearly as high 
as the stone itself. I started to clear them by hand but realised 
this was going to take a long time. I decided to return the fol-
lowing morning armed with a niblick. I could not have put it 
to a better purpose and after a short time I had cleared the area 
around the gravestone. 

It occurred to me that there should be some information 
held by the EAGHC and the BGCS so that any person making 
enquiries would be able to find last resting place of Arnaud 
Massy. This would also enable others who would wish to help 
maintain the site either if they lived nearby or happened to be, 
as I was, just passing through. Perhaps the family should also be 
asked to help. I have drawn out a sketch to assist those visiting 
for the first time to find the site. Incidentally the Daily Telegraph 
had a good long article on this subject during the week of the 
Open, when JBK was recognised for his efforts.  

Incidentally do you know of any other champion of the past 
who has not a suitable resting place. The R&A has pledged to 
assist historians who discover ‘other champion golfers not rec-
ognised in the correct way’. Last November the PGA restored 
and re-erected the headstone of John Hunter, first winner of 
the Scottish Professional Championship in 1907.  
  

Arnaud Massy Gravestone

While in Scotland on holiday in July I found myself staying in a hotel 
in Edinburgh which I realised was quite close to the Newington Cemetery. 
Having had the honour last year of attending the small ceremony to mark 
the restoration of the burial place of this great French golfer which was as a 
result of the great work done by Jean-Bernard Kazmierczak, the European 
Association of Golf Historians and Collectors and the BGCS. I did not 
need any directions to walk the short distance to the cemetery but then 
my difficulties began. The Arnaud Massy gravestone on view again 

Society News
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More notes on The Feather Golf Ball

Bob Gowland and Robin Bargmann 
share some further thoughts on the Feather Golf Ball

Previous papers on the origins of golf show that 
golf was surely a development of an earlier stick and 
ball game brought across the Channel, probably by 
Flemings or their descendants, who had received 

lands from William the Bastard following his success at the 
Battle of Hastings. Like the game itself, the feather golf ball 
surely did not spontaneously appear in the East of Scotland. If 
further evidence is needed to confirm a Low Countries origin 
for proto golf and golf balls we need to look no further than the 
feather ball.

Ball making
The main ball making town in Northern Europe during 15th 
century was Goirle in Brabant. upon export overseas from 
Bergen op Zoom an export duty was due. Records of port 
duties paid confirm that in 1486 a barrel of balls was exported 
to Scotland by one Richard Lay. In 1487 John Berwick 
exported two pipes (pipe - a very large barrel holding 125 
gallons or 477 litres, often of port). Continuing export duties 
and the demand for feather balls in Scotland no doubt 
encouraged Dutch ballmakers to emigrate and ply their trade 
in Scotland to protect market share. Goirle is pronounced in 
Dutch uncannily like the East Lothian ball making dynasty 
of Gourlay. The Gourlay dynasty may have been known 
by their town of origin perhaps as their Dutch name was 
unpronounceable by the local Scots. The foremost ball maker 
in Goirle was one Willem van Dun, a surname to be well 

known in mid 19th century professional golf.
In the late 15th century apparently different sizes of ball 

were made by Dutch ballmakers at the time, for different games 
presumably. Whilst these balls were mostly made for caets 
(handball, a Low Countries version of jeu de paume - proto 
tennis) colfers adopted them for their game. Caich or hand 
tennis was a Scots game, played possibly into the 18th century 
in Rattray, Perthshire as the town owns a silver caich ball trophy 
assayed in 1600 and another in 1751. The rules for Caich were 
recorded there in the late 18th century, and are similar to tennis. 
Tennis, played in a court by aristocrats was named catchpull 
in Scots, derived from the Dutch ‘ceatsspel’. The oldest Tennis 
court in Britain is at Falkland Palace in Fife, where tennis was 
played from 1539. 

Colf balls used originally in the commoners game were 
wooden, as is recorded in an ordinance of Antwerp dated 
1642. The well-known reference to cannon balls being cloved 
like golf balls at the siege of Kirkwall in 1614 suggests that golf 
balls were then of wood if they split in two. By the 17th century 
in Holland’s ‘Golden Age’ the affluent merchants took to the 
game (confirmed by the number of extant oil painted winter 
scenes showing colf players) and could afford the very best balls 
adopting the leather ball used for caets.  These balls are recorded 

Fig 1 Fig 2 (detail)
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as originally being stuffed with bovine hair with a sheepskin 
cover. We do not know which of the various sized balls Lay and 
Berwick earlier shipped to Scotland. However both golf and 
caich, were played in Scotland so balls for these two games were 
logically imported. They may have looked like a modern kaats 
ball (Fig 1), the game that is still played in Friesland, a northern 
province of the Netherlands

The Golf Ball
At the turn of the 16th century expensive Dutch balls were 
still being imported for the enjoyment of golf.  About this 
time golf, in probably a form we would recognise, was being 
played; as by 1625, soldiers in Aberdeen exercised ‘in the 
pricipall pairt of the linkes betwixt the first hole and the 
Queens hole’1. For these holes to be well-known, golf as we 
know it must have developed some time before, although, 
curiously, no golf club from that era has yet been identified. 
The earliest extant clubs are thought to be from the late 
17th/early 18th centuries. It would be interesting to see a 
wooden golf club as mentioned in the poem of 1657 by Six 
van Chandelier where it is described as a ‘Scottish cleek 
of boxwood three fingers wide and one thick’ the same 
dimensions as one of the Troon/Adam Wood clubs. It must 
be similar to the wood headed golf clubs used on ice, clearly 
delineated in the paintings of Hendrick Avercamp and others, 
as typical Scottish wooden headed rather than Dutch lead 
headed clubs.

Because imported balls were expensive James I in 1618 

complained that ‘no small amount of gold was transported 
yearly out of his Highness Kingdom for buying of golf balls’, 
so he granted a monopoly to one William Mayne to make 
golf balls.  Therefore Scots had been using imported Dutch 
balls for golf up to this time. In 1629 other makers, possibly 
immigrant Dutch ballmakers complained at the unfairness of 
the monopoly.

In 1657 the use of feathers for stuffing the colf ball (in 
Dutch a feather ball was called a pennebal) is first recorded in 
Amsterdam. It is not possible to positively identify the con-
struction of the ball in the painting of 1624 attributed to Elias 
Pickenoy of the van Poelenburgh children (fig 2). The clearly 
visible seam of the ball shows it could very well be an early 
feather ball with owners marked dots. 

The best evidence of the Dutch ball used for colf and golf is 
the ball in Wyybrand de Geest’s portrait of a child with colf club 
and ball of 1661(fig 3). The ball is clearly identifiable as a feather 
ball. The two large closing stitches are visible as are the hidden 
butt stitches giving a dimpled appearance round the seams (see 
fig 5), and it bears a makers name, identical to later Scottish 
feather balls. The Dutch had clearly perfected the making of 
the feather ball by then - which logically was to be copied by 
Scottish ball makers. There is no documentary evidence for 
making of the feather ball in Scotland untl 1807 when Grierson 
in his Delineations of St Andrews gives an account of their 
manufacture. Sadly no Scottish feather ball exists from earlier 
than probably the later 18th century (with present dating meth-
ods it is not possible to be more accurate). The first indication 

Fig 2
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of the craft of ballmaking in Scotland occurs in ‘The Goff’ the 
heroi-comical poem of 1743 by Thomas Mathieson.

Attendees at the major golf auctions of the mid 1980s to the 
early 1990s will recall seeing feather balls of all sorts of shapes 
other than perfectly spherical. Compare the Wyybrand de Geest 
ball with fig 4, and a perfectly spherical ball in fig 5. It may well 
be that less than spherical balls were then considered perfectly 
adequate for children’s colf. 

This evidence shows that the Dutch were the inventors of 
the feather ball used for colf, copied in Scotland and perhaps 
later improved for golf.

1 Geddes, O. M. A Swing through Time HMSO 1992.

Fig 3 (detail)

Fig 3

Fig 4

Fig 5
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Auction News

Bonhams held their first golf auction in Edinburgh 
since 2007 and all in all it was deemed quite a success 
with over 70% of the lots selling on the day

In my eleven years with Bonhams I have seen 
many changes in the golf market. A significant modification 
is the way in which we bid. No longer do interested parties 
have to be sat in the sale room on the day of the sale with a 
bidding paddle. Instead they can if they wish participate in 
‘live bidding’ on their computer, lap top or tablet and or on the 
phone. There were two or three private owner collections, one of 
which was described as being ‘The Library of a Golf Enthusiast’ 
comprising a wonderful book library filled with several signed 
Bernard Darwin (lot 294 eight signed letters to O.B. Keeler 
£562) and Horace Hutchinson titles (lot 289 The lost Golfer 
£1,625). And the other comprising many rare and sought after 
Open Championship programmes.  As is the case these days 
quality sells and sells well and low end ‘tat’ fails to attract bids.  
Of interest to autograph collectors and Major Championship 
memorabilia was lot 319 a complete set of Masters Journals 
1990-2012 each one signed by that year’s winner; lot 319 featured 
four Tiger Woods signatures. Or lot 270, a run of 27 signed uS 
Open Annuals (programmes) again all signed. Each lot fetched 
£1,500.

The star lot in Edinburgh on the 11th of June was #245, a 
LeRoy Neiman portrait of Sir Nick Faldo, the 2008 Ryder Cup 
captain that was sold for £15,625. Continuing with a Ryder Cup 
theme, lot 235 was an interesting collection of official Ryder 
Cup memorabilia once the property of Lionel Freedman, a 
Vice President of the PGA. Comprising many signed Ryder Cup 
team and individual photographs, cigarette boxes and dishes 
and a photograph album, after some fierce bidding on the phone 
and in the room the hammer fell at £1,125. The top price for an 
Open programme was lot 221 (1933) that sold for £1,250. Lot 
224, an early 20th Century score card from Le Golf-Club de 
Costebelle on the French Riviera was much in demand mainly 
because it had been signed after an exhibition match there in 
1908 by Vardon, Braid, Taylor and Arnaud Massy. Sold for £937. 
Of course the sale wasn’t confined to ephemera. Silver golfing 
spoons and golfing metal ware performed well as did bundles 
of wooden shafted golf clubs. 

And what was the best buy? Maybe it was lot 251 a beautiful 
spoon crafted by club maker Hugh Philp in the late 1830s. A 
steal at £2,125! 

The next Bonhams Golf sale takes place in Edinburgh on the 
5th of November. If you would like to consign your collection or 
selected pieces please email me at Bonhams.

Kevin McGimpsey
Mullock’s last sale held in Ludlow attracted a mixed 

entry of quality lots again dominated by clubs, taking advan-
tage of the recent rise in playables. 

Auction News

Nevertheless there were several high points which saw a good 
demand for good playables, patent clubs, individual player and 
match scene postcards, original artwork continues to meet a 
strong demand, as well as and unseen items coming onto the 
market for the first time. 

On the other hand books and ceramics still continue strug-
gle but again it’s all down to condition which is really a reflec-
tion in the prices obtained on the day. In the present market 
collectors are only looking for items in good condition hence 
any items which fall short of this are now becoming very dif-
ficult to sell. The same can be said for golf balls which normally 
fly out but again we were lacking quality and rarer items. 

No doubt the high light of the day was the last lot of the day 
which realised £1750 for a fine 1924 Silver Presentation Golf 
Inkstand Presented to His Grace The Duke of Montrose from 
Strathendrick Golf Club. Again this only endorses previous 
comments that’s there’s always a market when it comes down 
to rare and quality items.

The next auction is on Wednesday the 1st of October which 
has attracted a fine collection of golfing memorabilia across 
the board to incl rare players Ryder Cup trophy, run of Ryder 
Cup programmes from 1949 incl uS programmes, Silver King 
Advertising figure, a good golf ball collection incl an early 
featherie golf ball, early golf ball boxes, a great collection of golf 
postcards. On the day we had a good attendance although a 
couple of regulars were missing incl the Scottish Mafia – there 
is still strong demand from the Chinese market as well who are 
keen buyers looking for quality items Below a brief summary of 
prices realised and some of the top prices paid
Golf Clubs 
Playable irons saw 10 Maxwell’s sell for £260
Half set of Forgan matching irons realised £200
Half set of L/H irons sold to £180 with others to £160
Single Playable woods sold up to £150 with bundles averaging 
from £20-40 each
Patent clubs sold to a high of £340 Brougham Combination 
wood, and a scarce J Sherlock wooden “cleek” £130
Artwork
F. Partridge water colour “Hunstanton Golf Club”  £1200
P Lancaster pencil sketch “Lady Golfers on a windy day” £260
Michael Brown original calendars sold to £260
Collectibles
Fine 1924 Silver Presentation Golf Inkwell desk set - £1750 
Collection of Golfing gold medals relating to L B Robb 
Aberdeen £700
Open Championship Players badges sold from £320 - £400
3x Ladies gold golf brooches £450
Sunday Golf walking sticks sold up to £130
1961 Open Championship programme (VG)  realised £240

John Mullock
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An Australian ‘Follow on’

Michael Sheret  
writes on genealogical matters arising from the article in the March issue on Alexander Brodie Spark

In researching for the article by Norman Richardson and 
myself on golf in 1839 in Sydney, one of the great thrills 
was obtaining the will of James Ferrier, clearly identified 
in the will as Captain of the Lady Fitzherbert. It was 

important for our research because it told us that he lived in 
Blackheath. From that point on we tried to find out more about 
Captain Ferrier and we were able to establish his key role in 
the golf played in Sydney in 1839 and the connection to Royal 
Blackheath Golf Club. It came as a surprise in reading the will 
that Captain Ferrier’s wife’s name was Frances. In the article The 
Ferriers of Carnoustie in the September 2012 issue of Through 
the Green, it was claimed that Captain Ferrier was married to 
Elizabeth Crawford and that they had a son Alexander who 
survived to adulthood. That article went on to claim through 
genealogical research that Captain Ferrier was the great great 
grandfather of Jim Ferrier the 1947 uSPGA Champion. I 
decided to dig a little further into Captain Ferrier’s family. The 
will of Captain Ferrier and the later will of his wife Frances 
make no mention of children, strongly suggesting that they had 
no surviving children beyond 1828. The 1841 England Census 
also strongly suggests that the Ferriers had no surviving chil-
dren in 1841. Frances Ferrier’s will establishes her maiden name 
as Frances Dick. The Blackheath archives I examined have 
Captain Ferrier playing golf at Blackheath from 1820 to 1842.* 
The information in this paragraph can easily be checked from 
the article in the March issue of TTG, particularly endnotes 52 
and 53. Furthermore, the 1851 England Census for Belgrave/
Westminster have Frances’s sisters as born in Jamaica, making 
it likely that Frances was also born in Jamaica. What I have 
found out about Captain Ferrier is inconsistent with the claims 
made in The Ferriers of Carnoustie.

The research in The Ferriers of Carnoustie is sound going 
back from uSPGA Champion Jim Ferrier to his Carnoustie 
grandfather Jim Ferrier. However, at the great grandfather 
and great great grandfather stages there are two serious flaws. 
Firstly, The Ferriers of Carnoustie describes a son Alexander 
born in 1817 to James Ferrier and Elizabeth Crawford. It then 
goes on to state without evidence that their son Alexander was 
married to Helen Ferrier, the proprietor of Ferrier’s Inn, which 
served as a meeting place for members of the Carnoustie Golf 
Club. Secondly, no evidence is presented to show that the James 

Ferrier who married Elizabeth Crawford was in fact Captain 
James Ferrier of the Lady Fitzherbert. These two flaws are 
present in The Ferriers of Carnoustie as published and in the 
pre-edited version, which the 2012 TTG editor kindly shared 
with me.

To try to establish whether or not there is any substance 
to the two claims made without evidence and described in the 
previous paragraph, I did some genealogical research using 
Scotland’s People, which is run in partnership with National 
Records of Scotland and the Court of the Lord Lyon, as the 
search engine. What I discovered is primary source evidence 
and can be readily checked from that same reliable resource.

A search of the old parish records for the whole of Scotland 
from 1800 to 1817 revealed that only one marriage took place 
between a James Ferrier and an Elizabeth Crawford. The date 
given is the 17th of August 1816 and the place Gorbals, Glasgow. 
A further search revealed that they had a son Alexander born 
(or christened?) on the 2nd of March 1817 in Tradeston in the 
parish of Gorbals, Glasgow. This information tallies with The 
Ferriers of Carnoustie but gives no indication of the occupation 
of James Ferrier. A further search from 1810 to 1840 revealed that 
James and Elizabeth had another son, also named Alexander, 
born (or christened?) on the 23rd of September 1826 in the parish 
of Gorbals Glasgow. This second son is not mentioned in The 
Ferriers of Carnoustie. There is a burial record for an Alexander 
Ferrier aged five years on the 4th of June 1822 at Tradeston, 
Gorbals. This fits the first son Alexander and would explain why 
the son born in 1826 was also named Alexander.

In the pre-edited version of The Ferriers of Carnoustie the 
claim was made that ‘Helen Ferrier née Webster was proprietor 
of Ferrier’s Inn’ and married to Alexander Ferrier. A search for 
the whole of Scotland from 1830 to 1850 gave only one marriage 
of an Alexander Ferrier to a Helen Webster and that was on the 
12th of December 1835 at Logie Pert, in Angus some distance 
from Carnoustie. The 1841 census for Angus had no Alexander 
Ferrier married to Helen and no Alexander Ferrier living close 
to Carnoustie. The 1851 census had an Alexander Ferrier liv-
ing in Logie Pert; he was a widower and his occupation was a 
bleachfield labourer – linen. The evidence indicates that Helen 
Ferrier née Webster was not the proprietor of Ferrier’s Inn. The 
questions then are: what was the maiden name of the proprietor 
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of Ferrier’s Inn and to whom was she married? 
On the 8th of March 1878 the affairs of Helen Ferrier née 

Paton, Spirit Dealer, who died on the 7th of January 1878, 
were settled at the Dundee Sheriff ’s Court, as she had died 
intestate. The Court proceedings describe her as a Carnoustie 
innkeeper. The date of her death at age 63 years is confirmed 
by her death certificate, where she is described as the widow of 
Thomas Ferrier, master mason, and notes that her son Thomas 
Ferrier was present at her death. Thomas Ferrier, occupation 
Mason, and Helen Paton were married in Monikie, not far from 
Carnoustie, on the 5th of June 1836. In the 1851 census for Barry, 
Carnoustie, Helen Ferrier is listed as the wife of Thomas Ferrier, 
mason and vintner; among their children is Thomas. In the 1861 
census Helen Ferrier is listed as a widow, head of the household 
and a Spirit Dealer; among her children are Thomas and James; 
David Paton is also part of the household; the family was living 
at 8 Kinloch Street which is either Ferrier’s Inn or very near. In 
the 1871 census she is listed as widow, head of the household and 
a Spirit Dealer; the family is still living in Kinloch Street; David 
Paton is listed as Helen’s older brother and a retired joiner; he 
was born in Monikie, which is also where his sister Helen was 
born on the 8th of May 1814. The evidence that Helen Ferrier 
of Ferrier’s Inn was married to Thomas Ferrier and not to 
Alexander Ferrier, son of James Ferrier and Elizabeth Crawford, 
as claimed in The Ferriers of Carnoustie, is overwhelming. 

All of this genealogical information indicates that the claim 
made in The Ferriers of Carnoustie for James Ferrier, Captain of 

the Lady Fitzherbert and a pioneer of golf in Australia in 1839, 
to be the great great grandfather of Jim Ferrier is incorrect. It 
is hard to imagine how the account of Captain Ferrier in The 
Ferriers of Carnoustie can be reconciled with the account given 
in the article by Norman Richardson and myself in the March 
TTG. If the two very different accounts are to be reconciled the 
starting point must be the evidence the author of The Ferriers 
of Carnoustie may have that James Ferrier married to Elizabeth 
Crawford is the same person as James Ferrier, Captain of the 
Lady Fitzherbert. It would be appropriate if the author presented 
such evidence in December 2014 issue of Through the Green.

* Note. The Captain Ferrier mentioned frequently in the 
Blackheath archives is definitely James Ferrier, the Grose Farm 
golfer, Captain of the Lady Fitzherbert and later the Bussorah 
Merchant. The letter from Blackheath Secretary John Masson 
announcing Ferrier’s death in 1844 to Sir Henry Fitzherbert 
clearly identifies him as Captain of the Bussorah Merchant. He 
died in Mangalore at ‘the house of his brother Charles Ferrier 
of the Madras Army [East India Company]’. The Blackheath 
archives show that the two brothers frequently played together. 
The Minute of the 8th of November 1844 for the Winter Club 
at Blackheath records that the brothers were simultaneously 
made honorary members. The Blackheath minute of the 15th of 
November 1834 records the appointment of Charles Ferrier ‘in 
the military service of the Honourable E. I. Company.’
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Col. William H. Gibson (retd.) 
looks at this Charleston S.C. golfer; member of the Society of Golfers, St Andrews 1767

Dr. Peter Fayssoux M.D. Edin.

The existence of a golf club in 1793 at Charleston 
(Charles Town) in South Carolina, ten years after the 
end of the American War of Independence, has been 
documented by Alistair Johnston.1 The President was 

listed as Dr. Purcell, Vice-President was ‘Edward Penman’ and 
the Treasurer and Secretary was ‘James’ Gardiner.  This same 
entry in The South Carolina and Georgia Almanac 1793 gives a 
foundation date of 1786 for the club.

The Charleston newspaper ‘The City Gazette or the Daily 
Advertiser’ of the 27th September 1788 carries a notice from 
Henry Welsh regarding the ‘lately erected Colf Baan’. This 
indicates the presence of a Dutch community in the city, with 
enough players of this early form of ‘Low Countries’ golf to 
justify the creation of a ‘Baan’ (enclosed playing area). The same 
Newspaper carried the first notice of a ‘Golf Club’ in Charleston 
in its edition on the 28th of May 1788, 
‘...which calls upon the members of the South Carolina Golf 
Club to meet on Harleston’s Green ‘this day, the 28th’ according 
to the club’s regulations and to adjourn later to William’s Coffee 
house to attend to the business of the club.’2

Similar advertisements in The City Gazette or the Daily 
Advertiser appeared annually until the 26th of October 1799. 
On the 13th of September 1793 ‘Edwin Gairdner, Hon. Sec.’ was 
named in the advertisement and his name was recorded again in 
the edition of the 12th of November 1794. William Milligan was 
listed as Hon Sec  in the editions of the 13th of October 1795 and 
the 19th of October 1799; the last occasion when the advertise-
ments were carried in the paper. Apart from the names recorded 
heretofore, the names of members of the golf club at Charleston 
in the eighteenth century remain a mystery.

Dr Benjamin Rush of Philadelphia
The Edinburgh university Medical School was recognised as 
one of the leading teaching establishments of the 18th century 
and the graduation rolls show the large number of overseas 
Medical graduates.3 Benjamin Rush, an eminent student from 
Pennsylvania, gained his doctorate in 1768 with his dissertation 
‘De coctione Ciborum in Ventriculo.’ While he was in Edinburgh, 
Rush was almost certainly exposed to the game of golf;  in 1772 
an article appeared in Sermons to Gentlemen upon Temperance 
and Exercise, printed by John Dunlap of Philadelphia, which 

included an entry that has been attributed to Rush. It appears 
that this is the first known mention of the game in an American 
publication. Rush mentions golf in one of his recommendations 
for better health and in a footnote he gives a short description 
of the game:  

‘Golf is an exercise which is much used by the Gentlemen in 
Scotland. A large common in which there are several little 
holes is chosen for the purpose. It is played with little leather 
balls stuffed with feathers; and sticks made somewhat in the 
form of a bandy-wicket. He who puts a ball into a given num-
ber of holes, with the fewest strokes, gets the game. The late Dr. 
McKenzie, Author of the essay on Health and Long Life, used 
to say, that a man would live ten years the longer for using this 
exercise once or twice a week.’4

Four years after this publication appeared Dr. Benjamin 
Rush would become a signatory to the American Declaration 
of Independence in 1776. Whether or not he played the game 
himself is uncertain; however, among his contemporary medi-
cal students at Edinburgh, in 1767 and 1768, there was another 
American, who can now be identified as an active proponent 
of the game.

Dr. Benjamin Rush, signer of the US Declaration of 
Independence 1776
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Peter Fayssoux of Charleston
Born in Charleston (Charles Town) South Carolina in 1745, 
Peter Fayssoux was the son of Daniel Fayssoux, a baker and 
Huguenot who died in 1745. One year later his mother Frances 
married James Hunter, who agreed to pay for the education 
of her children.5 Hunter apprenticed Peter to Dr. Alexander 
Garden in Charleston and in late summer or early fall of 1766 
he sailed to Scotland, where he became a student in the medi-
cal school of Edinburgh university On arrival he would have 
met Benjamin Rush, who would matriculate from the Medical 
School in November 1766. Their friendship would last for the 
rest of Peter’s life.6

There were other American students in Fayssoux’s class 
(graduates 1769) at the Medical School in Edinburgh including 
Joseph Godwin, Virginia; Thomas Caw, Carolina; and Walter 
Jones, Virginia. In the following year’s class (graduates 1770) 
he would have met the following American students William 
Logan, Philadelphia; Jac McLurg, Virginia; John Ravenscroft, 
Virginia; William Brown, America; Car. Drayton, Carolina; and 
Archibald Campbell, Virginia.7

Peter Fayssoux - a member at St. Andrews 1767
The question of Fayssoux’s introduction to the game of golf 
remains unclear; had he acquired an interest in the game in 
his home city in South Carolina or was he invited to play the 
game at the several locations where the game was played in 
Edinburgh?  Close by, in the city, the game was played at Leith 
links, Bruntsfield Links and further afield at Musselburgh links. 
However, it is clear that he had travelled further north in early 
September 1767 and on 3rd September: ‘Pet. Fayssoux’ signed as 
a subscriber ‘of five shillings which is the be set at the disposal of 
the Victor of the Silver Club which is to be played for this day.’8

The signature is indistinct; however, the records of the Royal 
and Ancient Golf Club show that “Pet. Fayssoux” was one of 
eleven new members admitted on 3rd September 1767.9 It would 
appear that Fayssoux had not travelled to St. Andrews thereafter 
and his name does not appear in the list of subscribers for the 
Silver Club competition in 1768 or subsequent years.

physician and joined General Nathaniel Green’s army, where 
he remained until 1782.10

After the war, Peter Fayssoux was elected to the Privy 
Council of the South Carolina Council in 1784; he was a del-
egate to the convention to consider the national constitution in 
1788. In 1789 he led the movement to organize the physicians of 
Charleston and in the same year he was elected first president 
of the Medical Society of South Carolina. With the demise of 
the monarchy in France on 14th July 1789, Fayssoux was recog-
nised as the natural leader of pro French element in Charleston 
and led the celebrations of the Fall of the Bastille. He died in 
Charleston on the 1st of February 1795. 
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3 List of Graduates in Medicine in the university of Edinburgh from 
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5 American National Biography Vol. 7 (Oxford univ. Press, New 
York 1999) page 778
6 Davidson, Chalmers D. (Columbia, 1980Friend of the People, The 
Life of Dr. Peter Fayssoux, of South Carolina pages 1-9
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8 Image provided by Angela Howe, Director, Museum & Heritage, 
British Golf Museum.
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British Golf Museum. 
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Peter Fayssoux Revolutionary Surgeon 1776-82
The conflict with England was evident in South Carolina in 
1776 and Fayssoux was chosen as one of the signers of its paper 
money during the year. He was appointed senior physician to 
the South Carolina military hospital and was present at the 
battle of Sullivan’s Island (Fort Moultrie) in June 1776. Later, he 
served at the battle of Savannah in December 1778; in 1780 he 
was appointed physician and surgeon general to the Southern 
Department of the Continental Army. Fayssoux became 
a prisoner of war in May 1780 and was permitted to remain 
in Charleston. Early in 1781 he was exchanged for a British Grave of Dr Peter Fayssoux Scots Presbyterian Church, 

Charleston South Carolina USA

Dr Peter Fayssoux
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In golf and its continental cousins players frequently made 
use of a sort of assistant for all kinds of jobs to make the 
game for the players more relaxing and comfortable.

With the exception of the golf assistants not much is 
written about the servants in the other games; however such 
servants did exist on the continent.

Golf: caddies
The word caddie, also written as cadie, caddy or cady, was not 
used in Scotland before half-way through the 18th century. 
According to David Hamilton, (‘GOLF – Scotland’s Game’, 1998) 
such caddies were hired by the bourgeois golf players to carry 
their clubs from home in Edinburgh to Leith Links. It is obvious 
that they were hired as well to continue carrying clubs on the 
links for their ‘masters’. 

The earliest documented use of a servant on a golf course 
was from 1628 when the Duke of Montrose paid a boy for car-
rying his clubs.

Who needs an ‘Aide’ to play the game

By Geert & Sara Nijs  
In the famous poem ‘The Goff’ by Thomas Matheson, 1743, 

some of the duties of a caddie are described:
•  carrying his masters clubs
• making a wet sandy ‘tee’ to place the ball of his 

master on 
•        warning the people on the links or in the field that 

  his master was going to tee-off 
• going into the field to see where the ball had landed
• warning the people in the field that a group of 

players  is advancing
• preventing the expensive feathery balls from 

being stolen
• retrieving the feathery ball as soon as possible 

from water and moist areas
• cleaning balls and clubs.

He probably carried spare balls in his pocket too and certainly 
a bottle of encouragement for his employer.

They carried the clubs under their arms, having no golf bags 
yet. It is not sure that each player had his own caddie. It could 
well be that in match play, the usual form of golf, the caddie 
carried the clubs of his ‘team’.

Early 16th century wall painting in Rochechouart Castle. When 
the lord of the castle went on a hunting party, he did not go on 
his own or with one or two friends and a servant but with the 
whole court who joined in the hunt, including the ladies and 

several other servants. Would King James have played golf with 
the Earl of Bothwell with only one servant? – Salle des Chasse, 

Château Rochechouart, Limousin, France 

The Caddie, known as an unnamed Greenwich Hospital Naval 
pensioner and well-dressed in a sort of uniform, carries several 

wooden clubs for his master from the painting by
 Lemuel Francis Abbott, 1790
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It is suggested that the first caddie known by name was a 
certain Andrew Dickson who as a boy seems to have carried 
clubs for the Duke of York in 1681 on Leith Links, during the 
often called ‘first international golf match’ between two English 
noblemen and the Duke of York and his partner John Paterson, 
a local Edinburgh cobbler. 

Long before the Duke of Montrose paid a boy for carrying 
his clubs, there must have been assistants who were hired or 
‘ordered’ to carry clubs for kings, aristocrats and the bourgeois. 
When King James IV played on the 3rd of February 1503 with 
the Earl of Bothwell he played with different golf clubs or with 
one club and some spare ones. It is far-fetched to believe that 
he carried these clubs himself. The same goes for spare balls. He 
certainly must have had a servant to carry the golf equipment 
and to look to see where the king’s ball came to a stop. There 
were probably several other servants, such as a fore caddie and 
one for holding hats and coats of the players when they were 
going to hit the ball.

In the month of February when the king played against the 
Earl, the parkland of North Inch must have been fairly wet, cold 
and windy. The game was not played on passable paths but cross 
country. On such terrains the going must have been fairly rough 
and it is difficult to imagine how the king and the earl were 
dressed. Could it be that the king and his partner made use 
of a horse-driven carriage during their match with a servant 
holding the reins and the players leaving the carriage to make 
a next stroke?

It could well be that when the king played golf he was not 
alone with his partner and some assistants on the golf court but 
was followed by his court from hole to hole. 

Jeu de crosse: verseurs
As far as documented information goes jeu de crosse has always 
been a game for commoners. These commoners played the 
game with only one ‘dual purpose’ crosse club, and sometimes 
the members of a team played together with only one club. 
They also carried some spare inexpensive wooden balls in their 
pocket. There was no need to have caddies to carry clubs and 
balls for the players or to perform other simple jobs on the field. 
Even if there would have been a need for assistance, players 
would not have had the money to pay young boys for whatever 
assistance.

The players wore simple, ‘mud-resistant’ clothes in the cross 
country game. The players made their own sandy tees to put the 
ball on, and there was no need to have someone to warn other 
people on the ‘unlimited’ playing field. If needed they could 
shout ‘Gardez’ themselves. 

The situation changed somewhat when players made their 
balls from pressed wood, celluloid and nylon, which were too 
‘precious’ to lose during play in the fields. Therefore the players 
sometimes hired young boys, called ‘verseurs’, to look for these 
valuable crosse items during the game. These boys, often the 
children or grandchildren of the players, avid crosse players 
themselves, were rewarded for their assistance with wooden 

‘choulettes’ (balls) and an all wooden ‘chambot’ (children’s 
crosse club) followed up by the real thing: the iron-headed 
’crocheton’ (crosse club). 

(Edgard Hismans, mayor of Quaregnon, in ‘Mail Crosse Golf 
ou l’Histoire du crossage en plaine’ by André Auquier, 1983) 

Because the crosse game was a game for the common people 
there was no interest in pictures of boys acting as verseurs. 
They would carry spare clubs and balls to sell or loan them in 
case the player would break one. Furthermore they probably 
would look for ‘out of bounds’ balls or retrieve balls from water 
or other hazards.

In this traditional school class photo from 1934 in the French 
Avesnois region, there are certainly several young boys who 

played crosse on their free Thursday afternoon and no doubt 
acted as ‘verseurs’ for their fathers or grandfathers on the 

Sunday afternoon. – From ‘En Avesnois… au fil des saisons 
1919-1939’, Robert Leclercq

At the beginning of the 20th century, verseurs sometimes 
fulfilled a very peculiar function unknown with the other 
games. Farmers went to the schools on Thursday to invite the 
schoolboys to come and to play on their lands on the afternoon 
when they were free from school. The farmers liked the boys to 
play on their sown lands to stamp down the soil. 
(‘En Avesnois…au fil des saisons 1919-1939’, Robert Leclercq, 
1985)

Mail: porte-lèves or porte-mails
Jeu de mail was a game popular with kings and commoners. 
Contrary to golf and crosse, the mail game was not a cross-
country game but played on flat, beaten earth courts on private 
lands or in or just outside the city walls and in the streets of 
the town and on the sandy paths in the countryside. The game 
was played with one dual-purpose (mail) club. The people who 
played in the streets or in the countryside did not make use of 
assistants to carry the one club and perhaps one spare mail ball. 
No documents have been found referring to such caddie-like 
assistants. When players hit the ball off-line, they searched to 
find the ball themselves. Breaking a club might mean the end 
of the game.

The ‘assistant’ situation on the mail alley is a bit different. 
When players went to play a ‘round’ of mail there, they prob-
ably hired clubs and balls. The manager of the mail court, the 
‘palemardier’ (club and ball maker), employed several assistants 
for all sorts of odd jobs on the court and in the workshop but 

Who needs an aide to play the game
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The oldest reference we could consult about a caddie in the mail 
game dates from 1696, in ‘Divertissements innocens, contenent 
les règles du jeu des eschets, du billiard, de la paume, du palle-
mail, et du trictrac’. under the heading ‘Regles du Royal Jeu de 
Palle-Mail’ one can read under rule 70: 

‘Les Porte-leves & les Laquais qui suivent la boule de leurs 
Maîtres, doivent être hors du Mail, afin qu’ils n’avancent ou 
reculent les boules.’

(The porte-lèves (literally translated into ‘carrier of the lifter’) 
& the lackeys following the ball of their master have to stay off 
the course in order not to move the balls forward or backwards.)

In the booklet ‘Nouvelles règles pour le jeu de mail’ (New 
rules for the game of mail), 1717, Joseph Lauthier already gives 
a ‘job description’; under the rules for the ‘maître du mail’(mail 
master), or his ‘commis’ (assistant) or the ‘porte-lèves’ the last 
rule is dedicated to the porte-lèves:

“Les Porte-Leves doivent aller toujours devant le coup, 
autant qu’il est possible, pour crier gare, prendre garde aux 
Boules, empêcher qu’on ne les change ni qu’on ne les perde, et les 
remettre dans le Jeu quand elles sont sorties, vis-à-vis l’endroit 
où elles se trouvent. ”

(The porte-lèves always have to be ahead of the players if 
possible, to shout ‘gare’ [fore], to look after the balls and to make 
sure the balls are not changed or lost and to put them back in 
play when they are out of bounds and this alongside where they 
are found.) Lauthier does not use the name ‘laquais’ anymore. 

In ‘Le noble jeu de mail de la Ville de Montpellier’ from J. 
Sudre (1772), the responsibilities of the porte-lèves are still the 
same but Sudre changed their name into ‘porte-mails’.

The king and the aristocrats employed their own 

palemardiers and some porte-mails to accompany them or their 
guests on the court in their private gardens. Of course they were 
not deployed for assisting the mail players only.

The French royal family counted several officers as ‘porte-
mail and billard’, a situation that lasted up to and including 
the reign of Louis XV which ended in 1774 (‘Jouer autrefois’, 
Elisabeth Belmas, 2006). 

Colf: ballemerkers
In the course of the centuries not much has been written about 
the game of colf other than an endless series of ordinances and 
decrees, mainly concerning banning the game from the towns. 
Fortunately we dispose of an even endless series of illumina-
tions, drawings and paintings, telling us almost as much as 
words can do.

Before the Little Ice Age (roughly between 1550 and 1700), 
from the 14th century onwards no pictures have been found 
showing this type of assistant. Furthermore, the game of colf 
was played with only one club. There was no need to have a 
servant to carry (spare) clubs, while players could easily carry 
some spare balls in their own pockets. Moreover colf players 
were mainly common people who could not afford hiring boys 
to make sand tees, or to warn other people of approaching balls, 
or to look for lost balls. 

This changed when during the Little Ice Age more than ever 
before, colvers moved to the frozen surfaces of the canals, lakes, 
ponds and rivers to play their game. The many paintings and 
drawings of colf on the ice made during that period show that 

Detail of a painting (1624) from the South Netherlandish 
painter Paul Bril with a boy on the right, a porte main, car-

rying a spare club in his hand and several balls in a sack over 
his shoulder. The long stick was used for retrieving balls from 
unplayable lies. – Minneapolis Institute of Arts, The William 

Hood Dunwoody Fund

A German aristocrat, playing ‘baille maille’ on his private 
court in Schleißheim. In the foreground two lackeys, as the 
mail caddies were still called in Germany (‘Das Golfspiel.’, 
Ph. Heineken, 1898). – Painting from an unknown painter, 
displayed in Schlossanlage Schielβheim, Oberschleiβheim, 

Bavaria, Germany 



 |  2 1

sometimes assistants, so-called ballemerkers (ball pointers), 
were hired to help players to find their way on the crowded ice 
fields. Most of these pictures show men standing near a stake 
in the ice to indicate to the player the position of the target. 

Colf player on a frozen lake. In the background at the right 
a ‘ballemerker’ shows the player the position of the target. – 

‘IJsvermaak’, drawing by Hendrick Avercamp, c.1620 – Teylers 
Museum, Haarlem, The Netherlands

We suppose that these colf caddies kept an eye on where the 
ball was going and warned other people to step aside when 
a ball was coming, and of course looked for lost balls. When 
looking somewhat closer at the pictures it looks as if people of 
a somewhat higher echelon had entered the (ice) colf scene. 
times even filled with feathers. These players could afford to 
engage caddies to be of service to them during play.

Who needs an aide to play the game

(Extracts from the chapter ‘Who needs an ‘aide’ to play the 
game?’ from ‘Games for Kings & Commoners Part Two, 
published summer 2014)

A POSTCARD FROM  GLENEAGLES  

Front Cover
Thanks to Graeme Baxter for allowing use of his wonderful 
painting of the second hole of the PGA Centenary Course at 
Gleneagles. It is an honour to be able to have this painting as 
the TTG cover. The painting was specially commissioned by  
Ryder Cup Ltd. and is the official Ryder Cup print for the match. 

Best wishes to both teams and may the matches be played in 
the spirit originally envisaged by Samuel Ryder but good luck 
Europe!
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We all know the very well documented his-
tory of the, at times, violent rabbit wars1 and 
those pesky Dempster rabbits ruining the St 
Andrews links. In almost every historical piece 

of literature the Dempsters are portrayed as wealthy landowners 
who would destroy the links in order to make a profit from the 
rabbits. The damage their farm did to the course and ultimately 
to their reputation in St Andrews, made it practically impossible 
for anyone to stand up for them. However, it has recently come 
to light, thanks to Mr Peter Crabtree, that there is another side 
to the family, Cathcart in particular, that has not been discussed. 

James Howie (1821-1870), who lived at 125 South Street2, 
St Andrews in 1859 and gave guided tours of the town, wrote 
in glowing terms about Cathcart in The Intelligible Guide and 
Manual for St. Andrews : Historical & Descriptive3. Howie says 
that Cathcart, a former Magistrate, ‘lived or was in office 50 
years too soon for St Andrews. At the beginning of this (19th) 
century the Right Hon. The Earl of Kellie was the nominal or 
honorary Provost of the City, but he was a “sleeping partner.” 
The entire initiative of everything devolved upon Mr Dempster, 
either in his capacity as Dean of Guild or Bailie’. 

An example of this absentee Provost was on Friday the 5th 

of January 1800 when the boat, Janet of Macduff ran aground 
on the sands of St Andrews Bay. The waves were too strong for 
locals to help the stricken vessel and the crew suffered badly. 
One student, John Honey, swam out and was able bring the 
seamen in, one at a time. For his gallantry, according to Rev. 
James Grierson in his 1807 book, Delineations of St Andrews4, 

on the 9th of January 1800, ‘the magistrates invited him to an 
elegant entertainment and presented him with the Freedom of 
the City.’ Cathcart Dempster, Dean of Guild, spoke that night, 
‘in the absence of the Right Honourable, the Earl of Kellie, Lord 
Provost of this city’5. 

As a footnote, Honey managed to save the lives of the master 
of the ship and four seamen, who would surely have perished 
otherwise. It was this incident, according to Lamont-Brown6 

that brought about St Andrews having its own lifeboat in 1801.
Howie, who saw Dempster as both philanthropic and a fore-
runner to Playfair’s revolution of St Andrews, lists the many 
achievements of the Dempster family namely:

The Real Dempster Family

Roger McStravick
offers a new insight into the family which has for so long been treated as pariahs in the history of St 

Andrews. The truth may be quite different.

 • They brought the first bank to St Andrews.
• They founded the Butter Market.
• They introduced the selling of mussels at the Eden

 for bait.
• They improved the harbour many times and in

 1798 bought it for the steelyard.
• They bought the land on South Street for the new town 

hall and street (Queens Gardens) and built two 
houses on the corner of that street. In time he sold the 
corner house to the Bank of Scotland. They would 
later build another house on Market Street that would
 become the Royal Bank of Scotland.  

• In 1779, they proposed the lighting of the streets.
• Cathcart brought in experienced fishermen 

from Caithness and settled them in St Andrews 
to show the poor fisher folk how to create a thriving 
industry. From four boats before this initiative, the 
fisher folk had fourteen by 1859.

• They discovered and patented what was known as 
‘Kyan’s Patent Antiseptic.’

According to Reverend Grierson7, ‘The manufacturers of St 
Andrews are almost entirely confined to two: golf-balls (not 
clubs) and sail cloths. The manufacture of sail-cloth was first 
established in 1793 by Mr Dempster of this place, who, about 
twenty years ago, obtained a patent from the government for 
an ingenious improvement in the article.’ The new sailcloth was 
no longer ‘liable to rot or mill-dew, owing to the twine being 
properly boiled or bleached before it is woven’. It was also ‘more 
pliable than canvas’ and ‘for strength, durability and pliability, 
it far exceeds all other canvass’.

His time in office, according to Howie was known as the 
‘dear years’ as he created a fund with which, ‘the poor working 
people of St Andrews were supplied with meal at one shilling 
per peck when the general selling price was three shillings and 
sixpence. The fund raised 1,000 guineas’. 
Before we start to re-write the Dempster’s story completely, 
the family had many naysayers. Probably the loudest and most 
vociferous of all was George Bruce (1825-1904). His book, Wrecks 
and Reminiscences of St Andrews Bay (1884), leaves no doubt 
in his readers’ minds what he thought of the Dempsters. Let’s 
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start with the less than subtle, ‘Mr Dempster (Cathcart), like his 
father (Charles), was a pompous, self-interested opinionative 
official’. Bruce goes on to say that Charles was one time Provost 
and at about 1760 ‘farmed the farm of St Nicholas, once (and 
possibly yet is) the property of the City. His son, this Cathcart, 
erected a factory at the foot of Abbey Street (then the East Burn 
Wynd), still known as ‘Factory Close,” and manufactured what 
was extensively known as “Dempster’s Duck,’ or Dempster’s 
canvas, for which he got a patent, and was recognised as one 
of the principal manufacturers of canvas, in Scotland, for the 
British Navy’. By all reasonable measures this sounds like a very 
commercially minded family. However Bruce continues with 
his ire. ‘But he lost both his reputation and his trade by one 
fatal mistake, viz., allowing the yarn to lie too long exposed 
on the East Bents (East Sands today), or St Nicholas, before 
it was converted into ‘duck’ or canvas; it was, to use a Scotch 
phrase, ‘fusionless,’ partly rotten.’ To highlight how useless 
the canvas was Bruce details how two men-of-war were supplied 
with it, and the first gale of wind ‘blew the sails from the spars to 
ribbons, which also blew away his patent, and closed his factory’. 

Of the imported fishermen that Howie talked so glowingly 
about, Bruce takes an all-together different opinion. Admittedly, 
Cathcart gave them incentives including ‘10s a week, when 
they could not get out to sea, and even pay them some money 
when they went, besides the sale of the fish, providing they 
gave the citizens the first chance of all the fish they caught, at 
a fair price – the men to be called the “town’s Fishers,” and the 
fish to be exposed for sale at the public Common-House’ or 
Butter Market, attached to the old Town Hall, which then stood 
in the middle of Market Street’. Once again, Bruce’s negative 
comments seemed to be based on fairly complimentary mate-
rial about the Dempsters. However, he goes on to say that this 
initiative lasted only two months. You have to wonder exactly 
how much contact Bruce had with the Dempsters, given that he 
was born after the rabbit wars. 

There is clearly a much larger tale to be told but for now, it 
is simply interesting to note this other side of the Dempsters. 

No man or family are as one-dimensional sometimes 
portrayed and hopefully in time the full stories and lives of the 
real Charles and Cathcart Dempster will come out. One thing 
we know for sure is that they were neither all bad nor all good.

End Notes
1The Rabbit wars in St Andrews occurred when Charles Dempster 
bought the links land from Thomas Erskine in 1799 and they used 
the land to create a rabbit farm for meat and pelts. The golfers still 
had access to play their golf but the course slowly but surely started to 
deteriorate. This caused a lot of anger and at times the confrontation 
between Dempster’s men and the town folk became violent. Both 
sides claimed that damage was being done to their property. On the 
Dempster side, they saw locals pilfering from their rabbit farm. For 
the locals they saw their ancient links land being filled with a lot 
more than 18 holes and felt it was their right to cull the rabbits at 
will. There were protestations in the press from both sides with both 

claiming their activities were legal. 
In 1803 Hugh Cleghorn (1752-1837), Captain of the Society of St 
Andrews Golfers and owner of 1800 acre estate in Stravithie, started 
a fund to create a legal case against the Dempster’s farm “sufficient 
for vindicating their right before the Court of Sessions….” Cleghorn’s 
life makes a fascinating read and is outwith this article. Suffice to say 
that Sir Hugh Cleghorn was the first Colonial Secretary of Ceylon 
and Professor of Civil History at the university of St Andrews. His 
global adventures and secretive work for the government are detailed 
in a self penned six-volume diary. 
There is a side story here in that Cleghorn and Cathcart Dempster’s 
relationship was not a good one. In 1804, they had quite a public 
falling out. 
Cathcart’s rank was Major whereas Cleghorn was his superior as 
a Liutenant Colonel of the St Andrews regiment of the North Fife 
Volunteer Corps. From the 1804 in correspondence between the 
two and their superior Colonel James Cheape in the university of 
St Andrews Special Archives Department (msdep53), discussions 
went back and forth over uniform, shoes, coats and the timing of 
when the Corps should go on permanent duty (as that would entitle 
them to their guinea). The relationship was clearly not a cordial one 
between Cleghorn and Dempster. Cheape in his letter of 26th April 
to Cleghorn called for unity and on the following day advised him 
not to call a general drill, given the circumstances. Dempster saw this 
letter and took it as a slight on his patriotism and blamed Cleghorn 
for the difficulties in his letter to Dempster on the 30th  of April. 
He was merely concerned about getting the right coats. Cleghorn 
forwarded this terse reply to Cheape in its entirety accidentally and 
had to defend himself for doing so in a note to Dempster on 1 May. 
Giving a flavour of how bad their relationship had got, Cleghorn 
signed off declining ‘for the future all commerce of confidence and 
friendship with you’. However the forwarding of the letter seems 
to have been serious enough for Cleghorn to ask Cheape whether 
he should resign or should Dempster’s conduct be laid before the 
Lieutenancy. Cheape brought in Lord Kellie around 4th May 1804 
who in turn took it to the Secretary of State. Cleghorn on the 20th 
of July was given a leave of absence. It would not be until the 27th of  
September 1804 that Cleghorn would be allowed ‘to resume exercise 
of your Duty in the Regiment’.    
All the while, Cleghorn was building his case against the Dempsters 
and their rabbit farm on the links. In 1805, the case was ready. 
Amongst their many complaints, they argued that tenants previously 
had been restricted not to plough up any part of the golf course or do 
anything that might injure the course. They asked that the Dempsters 
get rid of the rabbits and return the links to the same good order, as 
they had been for ages past. One Charles Robertson, a relation to 
Allan Robertson, said that he gave up the role of looking after the 
links four years previously as could not keep up with the repair of 
the scrapes created by rabbits. From a manageable 50, the number of 
rabbit scrapes had gone up to 895 with 232 between 7th and 8th alone. 
The court magistrates in 1806 decided that the locals could destroy 
the rabbits and that the Dempsters should see that no damage was 
being done on the course. In an attempt to dissuade locals, Cathcart

Continued on page 24

The Demspter Family
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Letter from Oz

The Golf Society of Australia is mourning the death 
of Daryl Cox, one of its most prominent members. 
Daryl died on the 10th of July after a long illness 
following a severe stroke. Daryl was a long serving, 

1994 – 2000, President of GSA. In his younger days he was a 
top notch golfer. I did not know Daryl well but I did have the 
pleasure of playing with him on a Society day and, as we went 
round, we had a very enjoyable and insightful conversation on 
golf heritage matters. Daryl was a member of the BGCS and 
enjoyed the well researched articles in Through the Green.

The seminar held in April at Tempe House on the 1839 golf-
ers at Grose Farm in Sydney was repeated on the 6th of August 
at the Royal Australian Historical Society. A podcast of the 
seminar will be posted on the RAHS website “http://www.rahs.
org.au/podcasts” 

Everybody involved in Australian golf heritage knows 
Tom Moore. For many years now he has been the face of golf 
heritage, attending the golf heritage stall at Australian Opens 
and other top golfing events and educating golfers about golf 
and golfing equipment in days gone by. Tommy has decided 
to take step back and have a well deserved rest from his heavy 
involvement in the Australian Golf Heritage Society. He’ll be 
missed and it just won’t be the same without him.

In 1995 Tommy was a foundation member of the Australian 
Golf Collectors Society and its President for ten years. When 
AGCS evolved to become the Australian Golf Heritage Society, 
he continued to be active at Management Committee level and 
played a prominent role in AGHS events. Tommy loved hickory 
golf and played it very well. He revived the playing of golf with 
the hickories in Australia in 1990 at the Auburn course, where 
he was the professional for twenty years. Since then he has 
spread the playing and the love of hickory golf all round New 
South Wales and beyond.

Tommy’s great passion was collecting and preserving old 
clubs and indeed anything to do with golf history. In 1999 he 
started the Sydney Golf Museum and devoted a great deal of 
Tommy is a life-member of the Australian PGA and received 
their rarely bestowed Golden Tee Award.

Michael Sheret

Daryl Cox

Tom Moore persuading Craig Parry 
to have a go with a hickory club

The Dempsters   continued from page 23
posted an ad in The Citizen setting out in no uncertain terms that 
killing rabbits on the links was not a lawful privilege. He also said 
that an Act of Parliament deemed the rabbit warren lawful. From 
1726, the council had permitted one William Gib to have his black 
and white rabbits on the links. The town magistrates and Society 
replied the following week highlighting that the Magistrates never 
meant the links to be used in this way
The rabbit war would continue for a further ten years with blows 
traded, literally, by both sides. Locals such as Society member John 
Fraser were violently assaulted by Dempster’s men. 
In 1821, Cheape bought the land for £3150 and the rabbit war was 
finally over. It is said that Cheape got drawn into the war when the 
rabbits wandered onto his estate and started to eat crops off his land. 
2 In the 1861 census, James Howie, aged 38, is noted as living at 125 
South Street with his wife Margaret (37), and five children Margaret 
(10), Janet (8), Isabella (6), John (3) and Mary (1)). 
 3 Howie, James, The Intelligible Guide and Manual for St. Andrews : 
Historical & Descriptive, St Andrews, 1859, page 58.
4 Grierson, Rev. James, Delineations of St Andrews, Edinburgh, 1807, 
p60.
5 Grierson, Rev. James, Delineations of St Andrews, Edinburgh, 
1807, p61. Sir Thomas Erskine, 9th Earl of Kellie (1745/6–1828) was 
Provost of St Andrews from 1799 to 1809 and Captain of the Society 
of St Andrews Golfers in 1797. It was this Erskine who bought the St 
Andrews links in 1797 for £805 and subsequently sold the land to the 
Dempsters two years later. 
6 Laymont-Brown, Raymond, St Andrews - City By The Northern 
Sea, Edinburgh, p117.
7 Grierson, Rev. James (ref 3), p224.
8Howie, James, (ref 2), p59.
9 Bruce, George, Wrecks and Reminiscences of St Andrews Bay with 
The History of the Lifeboat and a Sketch of The Fishing Population In 
The City with a Glance At Its Early History, Dundee, 1884, p53. 
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Admirals v Generals Matches

Susan Carpenter and John Greenwood 
look at the Annual Battle between the Admirals and Generals at Camberley Heath 

It was natural for Camberley Heath Golf Club to host a 
fixture that was to become known as The Admirals against 
The Generals, through its military connections, not only 
with the Royal Military Academy and Staff College 

but with other military units in the area. In the early years, 
Camberley Heath members, many of whom were serving offic-
ers enjoyed regular fixtures against the Army Golfing Society. 
The Club also hosted annual meetings for the services such as 
The Services Challenge Cup.
The Admirals and Generals competition began in 1929 and 
continued at Camberley Heath until 1951. Early records and 
newspaper cuttings provide an interesting insight into these 
annual matches. The newspaper reports, generally written by 
Bernard Darwin, a highly respected and loved golf correspond-
ent during 1930s suggest that every match was very competitive, 
but also a good day out with friends.

The idea for the match was hatched in the spring of 1929 dur-
ing the Army meeting at Sandwich Golf Club. The records name 
four highly distinguished gentlemen – Sir Colin MacKenzie, 
Sir Wallis Braithwaite, Sir Hastings Anderson and Sir Frederick 
Mercer. These gentlemen were sitting discussing the merits of a 
good day out on the links with colleagues and they considered 
challenging the navy to a match. Admiral Sir Hugh Watson had 
considered a similar plan, and although no one will now really 
know who had the first thoughts the outcome was an annual 
match with a real competitive edge. General Sir Frederick 
Mercer offered the venue – Camberley Heath and said that he 
would make all the arrangements. The rules were agreed, singles 

in the morning, followed by a good lunch and foursomes during 
the afternoon; 12-a-side with Rear Admirals, Major Generals 
and higher ranks to be invited.

So battle commenced. The 10th of October 1929 was a chilly 
but dry day. The Camberley Heath links were in immaculate 
condition. The day was a great success. The Times golf corre-
spondent reported, 

‘A Naval Victory. There was a battle at Camberley Heath 
yesterday  between two sides of highly distinguished persons. 
On every side Field Marshals gleamed,
With Admirals the ocean teemed’.1 

As the day had been enjoyed by everyone it was agreed to 
run a similar meeting the following year. It was suggested that 
a spring date would be best so on the 22nd of May 1930 they 
returned to Camberley Heath, with 18-a-side to enjoy a day’s 
golf. The Generals avenged their defeat of 1929 and Camberley 
Heath presented the meeting with a cup to be called The 
Challenge Cup to ensure that these grand gentlemen would 
return for future matches. 

Royal Appearances
On a late spring day the following year the match was honoured 
with the presence of The Prince of Wales, he played for the 
Admirals in the morning and the Generals in the afternoon. It 
was reported that he played poorly during the morning, appar-
ently due to tiredness. He lunched and then practised before his 
afternoon foursomes and the practise clearly paid off as with his 

Admirals v Generals Matches

Three golfers returning to the clubhouse at Camberley Heath
The Duke of York, later King George vi, playing in the match 

between Admirals and Generals at Camberley Heath 1933
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partner, Major General Howard, he won 5/4. The main match 
was halved and the golf correspondent left saying that he was 
off to Carnoustie but he preferred the Admirals and Generals. 
Major-General Frederick Mercer recorded in the records that 
the day had enjoyed a thoroughly exciting finish with several 
close matches. The next day The Times reported,
‘Almost the one bright spot for the Army was the play of 
the Prince of Wales and General Howard who won by five 
and four. Some of the Prince’s long shots, notably a brassy 
shot from a hanging lie at the 10th were excellent, though he 
seemed a little uneasy over his swing, but it was his short 
game that destroyed his enemies..’2 

In 1932 the Prince of Wales played again and showed 
complete impartiality by winning both of his matches, one for 
the Admirals and one for the Generals, with a very accurate 
short game. The Generals lost the main match and gave several 
comments to support their loss. The main reasons being the age 
differences between the teams, apparently the Admirals were 
three and half years younger on average. The second reason 
was the absence of their best player who had abandoned them 
to play in the RAMC Meeting. Several of the Admirals and 
Generals returned to Camberley Heath in November as a team 
to challenge a team from the Lords and Commons.

1933 was to see the Duke of York in combat taking the place 
of his older brother. It was a fine sunny day. The match had 
become so popular that each side fielded 22 players. The Navy 
ended the morning singles 14/6 even though the Generals had 
enjoyed a good start with ‘Wallie’ Braithwaite winning his match 
strongly. He had to leave before the afternoon foursomes as he 
had an appointment to meet with His Majesty the King at the 
Chelsea Flower Show. Once he left the Admirals rallied and won 
the fixture. 

The newspaper report for the next year is an uninterest-
ing record; Bernard Darwin was absent due to the Amateur 

Championship at Prestwick. The Duke of York played as a 
General. Another naval victory led everyone to wonder whether 
the Admirals were claiming the cup as their property. Six years 
of matches now read Admirals 4; Generals 1; halved 1.

In 1935 there was revenge for the Generals. Major General 
Mercer wrote, ‘A great day for Generals, the weather was all that 
could be wished for and the result exceeded expectations. The 
good work was begun by Wavell who asked to start at 8.30 am in 
order to get down to the funeral of his great friend Lawrence of 
Arabia. This by the kindness of the Navy and of opponent Eliot, 
he was able to do.’3. Mercer also recorded that Vice -Admiral 
Sir Basil Brooke remained unbeaten in singles since the start 
of the matches. The match result was Generals 23 to Admirals 
8 with 5 halves.

Neither Prince played in 1936 due to the death of the King. 
unknown to all this was to be the last match for Major-General 
Sir Frederick Mercer. The match as usual was very competitive, 
lit with a bright sunny day and a great fight back by the Generals 
after lunch. The Admirals had taken fifteen singles in the morn-
ing and were looking strong. The afternoon proved tighter with 
one particular match being very close. Sergison-Brooke and 
Langhorne playing Hopwood and Moir were all square as they 
stood on the 18th tee. Their second shot to the green popped over 
the hill and disappeared amongst the cars parked behind the 
green. A number of generals who were stood watching gamely 
came to the rescue and manhandled three cars to give the 
Admirals room to play and Sergison had a long missable putt to 
win the hole and the match which he did. Mercer’s last recorded 
words were, ‘…we could not quite do it. The popularity of the 
match seems to be more than ever.’4 On the 25th of June 1936 
during a meeting of the Camberley Heath General Committee 
General Mercer died. Out of respect for him the Challenge Cup 
was renamed The Mercer Cup. John Longbourne, Secretary of 
Camberley Heath handed the Admirals and Generals Record 

Results of the match between Admirals and Generals May 1933
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Book, which General Mercer had kept, to Sir Robert Whigham 
requesting that it continue to be used as a record of the matches.
So when they all met in 1937 it was all change, His Majesty the 
King, now Patron of Camberley Heath played for the Admirals 
and the Duke of Windsor played for both sides, and General 
Mercer was absent. Bernard Darwin wrote the next day: 

‘There was no thunder or lightning or witches over the 
heath at Camberley yesterday, but the admirals and generals, 
more of them than ever before were hard at it again in their 
annual match by singles and foursomes for the Mercer Cup. 
The battle swayed indecisively until midway through the 
afternoon, when the admirals fired a crippling broadside in 
the foursomes and carried the day as they did last year by 20 
victories to 15 with four singles halved.
Camberley Heath was a gloriously sunny place with the soft 
shades of May splashing the dark pines and the course was in 
perfect order ….Then someone remarked that he was seeing 
ghosts, of the late Major General Sir Frederick Mercer, who 
was the life and soul of the meeting, was not there with his 
little dogs, and everybody missed him.’5 

In 1938 the Admirals took the match again but the Generals 
had their revenge in 1939. This match was memorable due to Sir 
Basil Brooke finally losing a singles match, first loss in eleven 
matches, some record. Golf then stopped due to WW2.

Post War Matches
The battle recommenced in 1946 when the war was over. The 
Times correspondent wrote:

‘There could be no pleasanter sign of peace than the 
spectacle of the Admirals and Generals battling once more at 
Camberley Heath.’6 

The pattern of wins for the Admirals continued. The course, 
particularly the greens was in splendid condition, there was a 
cold easterly wind; the oldest player was Sir Colin Mackenzie, 
aged 84 and the youngest Major urquhart, a war hero from 
the Battle of Arnhem. Alas, in 1947 Bernard Darwin was 
absent along with several Admirals. The date clashed with the 
Buckingham Place garden party. Missing Admirals benefitted 
the Generals who by lunch were leading 15/2.
A real battle occurred in 1948 due to General Buchanan arrang-
ing to play the match at The Berkshire, Bernard Darwin’s report 
was as poetic as usual, and the result was a close match which 
was played on both courses. Camberley Heath was not pleased 
because they considered this as one of their important annual 
fixtures for which they had presented the Challenge Cup. There 
were various reasons given for the move but the most com-
monly believed one was that the Admirals had requested the 
change. Camberley Heath fumed and refused to allow the use 
of the Mercer Cup for this annual match on a different course. 
So they invited a team of Air Marshals to play against a team of 
Generals. After apologies the Admirals and Generals were back 

at Camberley Heath in June 1949. The Times reported:
‘The Air Marshalls being satisfactorily even contumeliously 
disposed of,
The Generals and Admirals were fighting for the crown.

The Generals beat the Admirals all-round the town.’7 

In fact records show that Camberley Heath invited the Air-
Marshals back in 1949 and 1950. By 1951 the Admirals and 
Generals decided that Camberley Heath was a little too hilly 
for elderly gentlemen, General Buchanan informed the club and 
so Camberley Heath saw no more Admirals and Generals. A 
decade later the Mercer Cup was handed to the Admirals and 
Generals for their continued use.

In 2013 Club Captain Richard Broderick, Past President 
John Greenwood and Lady Captain Susan Carpenter welcomed 
the present Admirals and Generals Golfing Society back for a 
special day in the club’s Centenary Year. No Mercer Cup but 
they brought The Record Book begun by Major General Sir 
Frederick Mercer back in 1929.

References
1. The Times 11th October 1929 
2. The Times Friday 29th May 1931
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4. from The Record Book
5. The Times 5th May 1937
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7. The Times 4th June 1949

Admirals v Generals Matches

The Duke of York accepts Honorary Membership at Camberley 
Heath Golf Club
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Irish Musings
by John Hanna

Of note and reported in the press was the fact that a new 
composite flag was flying from the flagpole of the Portmarnock 
club. It was the new flag of the Golfing union of Ireland showing 
the symbols of each of the four provinces of Ireland. Bearing in 
mind that there were still strong feelings around over the parti-
tion of Ireland in 1920 one keen golfer declared with enthusi-
asm that ‘there are no such things as boundary lines in sport.’ In a 
country which has continued to experience political divisions 
it is fortunate that this same ‘all-Ireland’ approach to a number 
of sports has been maintained in the intervening 85 years. 

During the first day the weather had not always been good 
and at one stage half a gale blew over the course making accu-
rate golf out of the question. It also led to a number of strange 
incidents. One golfer was disqualified for playing the wrong ball 
(was this the rule at this time?) and another was penalised two 
strokes for playing a ball, which had been lying against a gate, 
after he had opened the gate.

At the end of the next day there was a triple tie for the lead. 
Ray was joined on 153 by Abe Mitchell and Pat O’Connor. To 
do so, Mitchell had the best round in the championship so far, 
scoring a 73. Ray’s golf in conditions rendered difficult by a 
strong wind was erratic. He had little to do to hold on to his 
lead but required a 79. This included a 6 at the 13th and 17th 
holes, and  5’s at the 15th, 16th and 18th, a very poor finish. At 
the last hole his ball nearly hit the clubhouse. When the early 
competitors went out the wind was gale force and many balls 
were blown into the sea. O’Connor was out in the worst of 
the conditions and he started very shakily with 6’s at each of 
the three opening holes. He reached the turn in 41 shots but 
then staged a recovery which enabled him to tie with Ray and 
Mitchell. Ernest Whitcombe, the holder, wrecked his chances 
with an 83 and totalled 159. Len Holland had a 78 and was one 
shot back on 154, while the leading amateur was Major Hezlet 
on 156, having a good second round of 76. The best 60 scores 
and ties qualified for the 36 holes the following day.

Thirty-six holes were played on the third day and on 
completion there was once again a three way tie and the need 
for a play-off. The players this time were Abe Mitchell, Archie 
Compston and Len Holland. Ray’s 3rd round of 81 put him out of 

Some lost and found names in st andrews

The Irish Open Championship 1929

After two successful championships the Irish Open 
was now established in the golfing calendar and in 
1929 returned to the great links at Portmarnock, just 
outside Dublin. There was a record entry of over 130 

and apart from Percy Alliss every member of the Ryder Cup 
team was to play. Few of the ‘big men’ in British professional 
golf were absent. Ernest Whitcombe who won at Newcastle was 
there to defend his title while George Duncan who had such 
a fantastic last round in 1927 to win at Portmarnock also was 
among the field. As was the tradition many top amateurs sup-
ported the event and this year there were 38 of them including 
Mr Donald Soulby of Fortwilliam Golf Club, Belfast, who was 
the recent winner of the Irish Close Championship. Locally 
there was some anxiety as a result of the long drought which 
had the fairways baked dry however the watering system saved 
the greens which were praised greatly by the players for their 
truth and condition. It is evident that since the championship 
of 1927 some changes had taken place to the course. The views 
of the top players were sought. Interestingly the new 15th hole 
came in for a lot of criticism many thinking it one of the hardest 
anywhere for this length of hole. Duncan suggested that if it was 
twenty yards shorter it would be a better hole. The hole before 
was also criticised as the green is too small and the bunker to the 
right was very unfair. The 9th hole was greatly praised.

The leader after the first round was Ted Ray, of whom it was 
said, ‘that he was a player very inclined to get into trouble and that his 
principal strength is his recovery work.’ Well on this occasion he 
was only in trouble once but it was an expensive error. It was 
when he was playing the 9th hole. He was in two bunkers and 
the hole cost him a 6 and he finished with a 74. One behind Ray 
was Pat O’Connor, the professional from the nearbyWoodbrook 
club, who uses a most unorthodox grip as a result of a wound 
to his hand while fighting in the Great War.  There was a group 
of five players lying in third place among them was the amateur 
Dr. Charles Moore of the Beaudesert Golf Club. The others 
being Bill Large, R Dalby, Ernest Whitcombe and Len Holland. 
George Duncan and Ernest Whitcombe were well down the 
field 6 strokes behind Ray while Archie Compston had a terrible 
start scoring 81.
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serious contention, while O’Connor, who at the time in addition 
to being the Professional at Woodbrook was the private profes-
sional to Lord Cochrane at Bray, had a 79 but later wrecked his 
chances with an afternoon round of 83.  Incidentally O’Connor 
joined the Woodbrook club in 1926 and retired forty-two years 
later in 1968.

The lead after 54 holes was shared between Mitchell and 
Holland but Compston’s round of 73 was an indication of what 
was to follow.  In the end he owed his place in the play-off to 
what was termed his ‘floral recovery’. He was playing the last 
hole and his second shot went into a rose bed from where he 
played a miracle recovery shot, placing his iron shot on the lip 
of the hole. One hole also probably cost Mitchell the champion-
ship. It was the 10th hole during the final round where he found 
himself in so much trouble that he lifted his ball consequently 
incurring a two shot penalty. Holland had three putts on six 
greens and it was his short game which cost him dearly. He had 
a putt of six yards on the 72nd hole for an outright win but could 
not hole out. The play-off was over 36 holes.

The first eighteen holes saw Mitchell and Compston draw 
level at 75 each with Holland, who was a bit out of his class, was 
5 shots worse. There was never more than a stroke difference 
between the more famous pair, Mitchell had taken the lead on 
three occasions while Compston had been ahead just the once. 
After lunch Compston took the lead at the first hole but that was 
the only time he led. Mitchell had a stroke in hand after the third 
hole but was pulled back at the next. His 3 at the seventh put 
him back into the lead. With seven holes to play Compston once 
again squared the match but Mitchell with a 3 at the 15th and 4’s 
at the16th , 17th and 18th gave him the advantage which enabled 
him to become the Irish Open Champion for 1929.  Mitchell 
had two rounds of 75 for 150, Compston had 75 and 77 for 152 
while Holland finished with two rounds of 80 for 160.

Bernard Darwin was in attendance throughout the cham-
pionship and although he had a severe attack of lumbago he 
missed very little of the golf and his writings in The Times were 
eagerly awaited and greatly appreciated.

Irish Musings

Abe Mitchell on the Portmarnock Links

Abe Mitchell, Irish Open Champion 1929
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holes). For instance, in 1836 they appointed Thomas Alexander, 
the race stand attendant, to take charge of the club boxes  and 
prepare holes upon the green’.

The preparation of holes became an important issue at the 
time because of the large number of golfers playing the course.  
The Musselburgh Golf Club’s minutes confirm this and in 1828 
stipulated that ‘Sergeant Scott should pay more attention to the 
forming of holes. A little later, the committee resolved that ‘no 
injury is done to the holes and that no additional holes are dug 
in the greens...or old ones re-dug...without authority’. (presum-
ably from the Club).

Because the condition and size of the hole on the green was 
so critical, the Musselburgh Golf Club decided to order a proper 
mechanical hole cutter. This is confirmed in the club  minutes 
of 1829 which state that ‘the Secretary was authorised to pay 
Robert Gay’s account for the instrument for forming the holes, 
the sum of £1.00.’ unfortunately, there is no mention in the 
minutes of the order given to Robert Gay (a local blacksmith) 
so there is no way of knowing why he designed the device in 
the way he did. But...surprise, surprise, the cutting diameter 
was 4 1/4 inches!

Close examination of the device shows that the cutter itself 
is made of a thin sheet of metal bent round and riveted to form 

Some lost and found names in st andrews

This is the story of the modern golf hole, the hole that 
is now a standard size on all greens, on all courses, 
throughout the world. In it, the author makes a ‘best 
guess’ as to how this hole, with its unusual diameter 

of 4 1/4  inches, might have evolved. 
The earliest golf holes were probably rabbit holes or,at best, 

they were holes cut out manually with a penknife or trowel. 
They often collapsed and had to be supported in some way. 
The situation was aggravated by the fact that golfers would 
sometimes take sand from the hole, just played, to make a tee 
for the drive on the next hole. This,of course, led to a rapid 
deterioration of the hole and an increase in its size.

The growing popularity of golf in the 19th century put pres-
sure on the rule-makers to standardise. Golfers were finding 
that hole diameters were different on different courses. They 
also found different rules of play. By the 1880s, individual 
clubs were starting to press the Royal and Ancient Club of 
St.Andrews (later the R&A) for regulation. For instance, in 1885 
the secretary of the Royal Wimbledon G.C. wrote to the R&A 
urging them to ‘form an association of clubs bound to accept 
one uniform code of rules.’ Eventually the R&A responded and 
in 1891 stipulated ‘the hole size shall be 4 1/4 inches in diameter’ 
and in 1899 announced the first code of rules to be observed by 
all golfers at all clubs

Why the R&A chose 4 1/4  inches as a standard diameter 
for golf holes is something of a mystery. Incredibly, there are no 
reasons given for this in any of the R&A Club minutes of the 
time or in any other related archives.To find a possible expla-
nation for this decision it is necessary to go back to the early 
days of golf and, in particular, to the story of the Musselburgh 
Golf Club. The Club was founded in 1774 and is the 6th oldest 
Golf Club in the world. The Club played its golf over the old 
Musselburgh Links, which in those days had only seven holes. 
In 1870, the number was extended to nine

Several other well known Clubs/Societies played the same 
links course and examples are:

The Honourable Company of Edinburgh Golfers 
Edinburgh Burgess Golfing Society and
Bruntsfield Links Golfing Society 
Because the Musselburgh Golf Club was one of the first 

to use the links, they tended to take the lead in such matters 
as local rules, staff wages, and course maintenance (including 

The ‘Hole’ Story

   by Michael Farmer

The Original Hole-cutter
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a 4 1/4 inches diameter. To do this the blacksmith would have 
needed a mandrel and probably used an old piece of cast iron 
pipe for this purpose. It just so happens that many of the ‘soil 
pipes’ made at the time could have had an outside diameter of 
41/4 inches. There is no proof of this but it is likely that this size 
of pipe, which is commonly used in the building industry, was 
the predecessor of what is now a British Standard. In part of 
this Standard, a nominal 4 inch pipe has an outside diameter of 
approximately 41/4 inches.

The signifance of this innovative hole cutter is obvious. 
If all the well-known clubs using the old Musselburgh Links 
were familiar with the 4 1/4 inch diameter hole (as made by 
the Musselburgh Golf Club) then word would spread and 
this diameter would soon become the standard. So when the 
R&A in 1891 proclaimed that the universal hole size should be 
4 1/4 inches they were merely confirming current custom and 
practice.

The Musselburgh hole cutter has an interesting history of 
its own. It was made in 1829 and kept in constant use until the 
1860s, when it was acquired by an un-named friend of Harry 
Wood. (author of ‘Golfing Curios and the Like’). This friend 
kept the cutter in a ‘lumber room’ and used it to cut practice 
holes on his lawn. In the 1890s, the friend gave the hole cutter 
to Harry Wood ‘knowing of his craze for the acquisition of golf 
relics.’ It remained in Wood’s collection until 1908 when he 
presented it back to the Musselburgh Golf Club.(by now The 
Royal Musselburgh Golf Club). For this generous gesture, he 
was given honorary membership of the Club!
It must be assumed that because the original hole cutter was out 
of use from the 1860s onwards many replicas were made and 
used by other clubs. Sadly, there is no  record of these but their 
very existence would have undoubtedly helped to establish the  
standard of 4 1/4 inches for the diameter of the hole.

The idea that the modern hole size was determined by some 
old cast iron pipe has been suggested many times before but not 
in the context of the pipe being used as a mandrel for the very 
first hole cutter. The original suggestion was that some old pipe 
might have been used to line and support the sides of holes but 
if it was the same sized pipe as mentioned above then that would 
have meant that the hole diameter itself would have been just 
under 4 inches (ie. the inside diameter of the pipe rather than 
the outside diameter). Few golfers would have wanted that !!
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From the Editor

I could not possibly publish this issue of TTG without 
acknowledging the achievements of my fellow-countryman, 
Rory McIlroy. After all his distractions, to follow up his wins 
earlier in the year by winning the Open Championship and 
then the WGC Bridgestone Invitational was just fantastic. 
Then I thought the uS PGA Championship was his best win. 
It seemed after his poor start to the final round it was all over. 
The momentum had shifted to Mickelson and Fowler. The uS 
gallery were inspiring them as they, and the TV cameras, were 
leaving him behind in the dark. Having to wait on every shot in 
the last few holes, seeing what was going on in front and then to 
be rushed to ‘play up’ at the last hole produced circumstances 
in which it must have been difficult to concentrate. Yet he did 
so and what a great fourth Major win! 
I would like to thank all the various contributors once again. 
It is great to have your support and I hope that your work may 
inspire other members to make their contrbution. It would be 
nice to see the return of some of our lady members writing 
about ladies golf. We miss them! 
I welcome John Butler writing his first Letter from from 
America. John will be writing alternate Letters in partnership 
with Peter Giorgady. I understand that John is to become a 
Director of the GCS in November and we wish him well in his 
new appointment.

The Hole Story
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The First Rules of Golf 

Golf has been played in Scotland since the 14th. 
Century but it seems that the only competition 
would be in matches played between two competi-
tors, or between two teams of two players each, and 

employing local, verbal agreements to resolve disputes that 
occurred in the match. The players would lay wagers, sometimes 
very substantial, on the result, but each match was an entity in 
itself, with no concept of several players competing at the same 
time for a single prize. It was the Royal Company of Archers, the 
Sovereign’s bodyguard in Scotland, who in 1709  received from 
the City of Edinburgh a silver arrow, known as ‘The Edinburgh 
Arrow, to be shott for on the Links of Leith’ and this became 
their pre-eminent trophy for annual competition1. Many of the 
Archers were, in addition, keen golfers and also played at Leith, 
but unfortunately they lacked any trophy for competition! 

The Request for the Silver Club, 1744.
The story is known of how, in Edinburgh,
‘Several Gentlemen of Honour, skilful in the ancient and 
healthful exercise of golf, had from time to time applied to 
several members of Council for a Silver Club to be annually 
plaid for on the Links of Leith at such time and upon such 
conditions as the Magistrates and Council should think 
proper’.2 

The City Magistrates and Council generously agreed to 
the request but were determined that, as with the Edinburgh 
Arrow, this new competition should be organized and played 
in a proper manner, and demanded that a Scroll be drawn up 
describing the 

‘proper regulations to be observed by the Gentlemen who 
should yearly offer to play for the said silver club’.
  

At the meeting of the Magistrates and Council on the 7th of 
March 1744 the scroll was presented, read out, considered 
and accepted by the Council2.  It consisted of separate points 
concerning who was entitled to enter the competition, the 
first point being 
‘As many Noblemen or Gentlemen, or other Golfers from any 
part of Great Britain or Ireland as shall book themselves eight 
days before’ 

Bobby Burt 
Asks who demanded the first Rules, why and who wrote them

the date of the competition, that the entry fee of five shillings 
(one crown) for each entrant was to be paid and retained at Mrs. 
Clephan’s House in Leith, that the victor was to receive all the 
crowns and that he append a gold or silver piece to the Silver 
Club, that the victor ‘put up fifty pounds’ to the Magistrates and 
Council until he returned the Club for the next competition, 
that the Club was

 ‘always to be the property of the Council and that the 
Council were not to be put to any expense on account of 
the playing for the silver club, beyond the announcement 
by ‘Tuck of Drum’ throughout the City that the competi-
tion was to take place, that the victor was to be known 
as the Captain of Golf and all disputes touching the golf 
to be determined by the Captain and any two or three of 
the subscribers’. 

The Council appointed the first Monday of April, yearly, as 
the day for playing the Annual match and stated ‘that the players 
were to be matched in twos or threes, if the number be great, 
by lots.  The player who shall have won the greatest number of 
holes be the victor’.  They also included a provision for a ‘play-
off ’ in the event of a tie.  The document was extracted from the 
Council Records of the City of Edinburgh and was signed by 
Jos. Williamson.

The Inadequacy of Lex non Scripta
Kerr3 comments that another notable feature of the Council’s 
requirements was ‘that the captain or victor, ‘with two 
or three players are to lay down the laws of the game 
for the time being’. Clearly the Council recognised the 
confusion that would arise by players applying their own 
unwritten, informal agreements to settle any vicissitudes or 
misadventures that occurred, and knew that geographically 
these agreements would be open to different interpretations 
and understanding. This demand by the Council confirms 
also that no formal rules for the game of golf existed at this 
time.  The Magistrates and Council, having agreed to provide 
the Silver Club for an annual competition stipulating that 
this competition was open to any golfer in the British Isles, 
anxious to avoid the different interpretations that could arise 
with verbal agreements, and wanting the competition to be 
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properly organized and conducted, with lex scripta to govern 
the subsequent playing for the trophy, demanded these to be 
written, as soon as possible, by recognized and experienced 
golfers.  To the golfers the Council bestowed the formal title 
‘The Honourable the Company of Edinburgh Golfers’, now 
usually shortened to ‘The HCEG’.  ultimately, no golfers from 
outside Leith chose to enter the competition, so the twelve 
members of The HCEG, who would all be familiar with each 
other, were to discuss, create and write the first formal rules 
for playing golf. They had just twenty–six days to produce 
these rules before the competition on the 2nd of April!

The Players.
Twelve golfers submitted their names to play in the first 
competition for a golf trophy and paid their fee of a crown to 
enter.  Some were well known figures in the professions and 
business in Edinburgh.  Mathison, in his poem ‘The Goff ’, 
published in 1743, had identified some of the twelve. Several 
were members of the Royal Company of Archers and all were 
Edinburgh Golfers, now known for the first time as members 
of The HCEG. 
Duncan Forbes, Fifth Laird of Culloden, was the Lord 
Advocate and later became Lord President of the Court of 
Session and therefore the senior Lawyer in Scotland.  He 
was also a close friend of King George the Second. Mathison 

notes, ‘Yea, here great Forbes, patron of the just, the dread of 
villains and the good man’s trust.’  

The Honourable Hew Dalrymple was Senator of the College 
of Justice.  He became a Lord of Session and Lord of Justiciary 
taking the judicial title of Lord Drummore. He would win the 
silver club in 1752 ‘at fewer strokes than ever it had been won 
before.’4  

David Dalrymple was a brother of Drummore, also a lawyer and 
also became a Lord of Session, taking the judicial title of Lord 
Westhall. Mathison noted that ‘….unmatched Dalrymple plyed 
a ponderous weapon.’  He was one of The HCEG golfers invited 
to play at St. Andrews in their first Silver Club competition in 
1754.
Sir George Suttie was the Member of Parliament for East 
Lothian, at the time.
John Rattray was a well-known Edinburgh Surgeon who would 
win the silver club three times, in 1744, 1745 and 1751 and become 
Captain from 1744 to 1747 and again in 1751.  He was a Member 
of the Royal Company of Archers, winner of the Silver Bowl, 
and of the Edinburgh Arrow in 1735 and 1744.  In April 1746 he 
was a military surgeon at the Battle of Prestonpans, became the 
personal physician to Prince Charles Stuart, was captured at 
the Battle of Culloden and sentenced to death!  King George II 
granted a reprieve after successful lobbying by Duncan Forbes.   

The First Rules provided by the National Library of Scotland and used with permission from the NLS and The HCEG.
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Mathison notes ‘Rattray for skill’.
William Crosse would become Captain of The HCEG in 1754-
55 and was another of The HCEG golfers invited to play at St. 
Andrews in their first silver club competition, in 1754.  Mathison 
notes ‘Crosse for strength renowned.’
The Honourable James Leslie would become the second Captain 
of The HCEG in 1748, and Mathison noted ‘Leslie beat the solid 
ground.’ 
Robert Biggar, a vintner in Edinburgh, was a Member of the 
Royal Company of Archers and won the Edinburgh Arrow in 
1736 and 1747.  Mathison describes ‘Gigantic Biggar here full oft 
is seen, like huge behemoth on an Indian green.’
James Gordon, a merchant in Edinburgh, was a Member of the 
Royal Company of Archers. 
Of the other three entrants we know only their names, James 
Carmichael, Richard Cockburn, and James Veitch and that all 
three were members of The HCEG but were not Archers. 

Writing the First Rules of Golf.
Many viewers, seeing a copy of the Rules for the first time and 
without knowing the background, assume that the appended 
signature is that of the person who wrote the document; but 
‘assume’ can make an ‘ass’ of ‘u’ and ‘me’.  It would seem highly 
unlikely that the Rules would be written by one individual.  With 
three senior members of the Legal profession plus a Member of 
Parliament, all familiar and experienced in crafting legislation 
and rules, logic suggests that this group would immediately 
take a leading role in meeting the City Council request ‘That 
laws of the game be created for the time being.’ In general, 
senior lawyers prefer to keep control of legislative documents 
only accepting outside advice with ‘modified rapture’, but here 
they would know that the eight non-lawyers were experienced 
golfers, and well known to each other, who could offer relevant 
advice and suggestions.  

Neither Medical nor Surgical training has ever included the 
legislative crafting of rules and regulations and Rattray’s career 
started with study and examinations in the basic sciences of 
physic, materia medica, botany, chemistry, pharmacy, anatomy 
and physiology. On passing the requisite examinations he was 
apprenticed to Surgeon John Semple from 1728 to 1735, and in 
1740 was admitted a Freeman Surgeon by the Royal College of 
Surgeons of Edinburgh5. While there is no record of his ever 
taking courses in the writing of rules or legal drafts there is 
little doubt that Rattray was the best golfer of the group, the 
only one identified for ‘skill’ by Mathison, and who was about 
to prove this by winning the Silver Club twice in succession.  
Although the competition was suspended during the period 
of the Jacobite Rising, Rattray won it for a third time in 1751, 
confirming the comment of Nathan Detroit in ‘Guys and 
Dolls’, that while to win once might be happenstance and 
twice a coincidence, the third time it’s deliberate!  As they all 
knew each other well it is very likely that lawyers and golfers 
would have gathered together, perhaps every few days or in the 
evenings to discuss and consider what the rules should include, 

and preparing several drafts of suggestions and proposals for 
evaluation, in the days available before the 2nd of April.
Playing the First Competition for a Golf Trophy.
The 2nd of April 1744, was a landmark when ten golfers 
presented themselves at Leith Links to challenge for the Silver 
Club.  Although they had entered their names, and paid their 
crowns, Duncan Forbes and James Veitch ultimately did 
not play, leaving ten contestants to play in a well-organised 
competition.  Before the start, small pieces of paper, marked 
one to ten, were placed in a Bonnet, each contestant to draw 
a number so that number one played number two, number 
three played four, etc. making five matches in total.6, 7 The 
first pair had to be one and a half holes ahead before the next 
pair could drive, each player had a caddie and each match 
was accompanied by a Clerk who noted down the number of 
strokes taken by each player at each hole.  A match consisted 
of three circuits of the five holes of Leith Links, for a total 
distance of almost four miles, after which the contestants 
gathered to confer, and ‘the silver club having been played for, 
Mr. John Rattray, surgeon in Edinburgh, after comparing the 
several Clerks Jottings is declared to have won the game. In 
witness whereof the whole players are hereunto subscribing.’  
There follow the signatures of the nine competitors.  Clearly, 
Rattray could not attest to his own success.
Exactly how they determined the winner remains a mystery: 
it was not simply which golfer had taken the fewest strokes, 
because the concept of ‘medal’ play had not been conceived 
and match play was the only form of competitive golf at 
the time. The Council directive about winning the most 
holes is unclear.  Did they mean the largest winning margin 
in a particular match, or did the Council members, who 
presumably were not themselves golfers, expect all the 
individual ‘Clerk’s Jottings’ to be compared to see who thus 
‘won’ the most holes? Everard 8 facetiously comments that 
the problem of deciding the winner ‘must have been as 
perplexing as to point to the winner of the Caucus Race, 
when the Dodo, with commendable impartiality announced 
that they had all won.’ Clapcott,9 who gave the matter 
considerable thought, suggested that perhaps the scoring 
was in the nature of what today would be called a Bogey 
competition, whereby the ‘bogey’ for each hole would be the 
lowest score by any player at that hole.  This seems unlikely 
as all golf at that time was match play, and so the enigma 
remains.  It seems odd that having arranged for a clerk to 
record the number of strokes made by each player, no one 
thought of simply adding up the score for each player and 
announcing the winner as the player who had taken the 
fewest strokes over the fifteen holes.

Although he could not attest to his success, Rattray thus 
became Captain of Golf for the year. The golfers also agreed 
that from next year the Captain would be entitled to the number 
one ticket without entering the draw. Rules of Golf, thirteen in 
all, had now been applied and tested in competition, written on 
a large sheet signed by the first winner, John Rattray, with the 
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addition of the initials Cpn. beside his signature confirming his 
authority to do so, and in accordance with the City Council 
requirement. Lastly, Rattray also complied with the remaining 
Council request by attaching to the Silver Club a silver golf ball 
engraved ‘John Rattray  Edin Suyeon 1744’.  The silver ball is 
believed to contain a feathery ball of the time, but the pass-
ing years of cleaning and being handled have now made the 
engravings almost illegible.  This tradition has been maintained 
by every Captain of the Honourable Company since Rattray, 
although from 1836 the Captains have been elected and their 
‘winning’ of the Silver Club has been only nominal. Clapcott9 

notes that, in addition to the original document signed by the 
first Captain of Golf, a full copy of the thirteen rules was entered 
on the last two pages of The HCEG Minute Book, presumably to 
make them easier to find for reference, leading to the supposi-
tion that the golfers would apply these rules in their matches 
and particularly in subsequent years when playing for the silver 
club.

Then They Vanished!
Neither Kerr10 nor Everard11, authors of the first histories of the 
Honourable Company and St. Andrews respectively, make any 
mention of the Rules from April 1744. Kerr discusses the Scroll 
demanded by the City Council in 1744, including paragraph 
IX which states that the Captain and two or three others are 
to adjudicate any disputes, but he makes no mention of  the 
request that Rules governing the playing of golf were to be 
drawn up, nor that they were signed by the first Captain.  The 
first mention in his book of any Rules appears on page 52, under 
the heading ‘Laws to be observed by the members of the Golfing 
Company in playing Golf.’

These were approved and resolved at the Golfhouse at Leith 
on the 22nd of April 1775 and had by then been expanded to 
fifteen rules.  They include the original thirteen rules, almost 
unchanged from 1744, except that Rule 13 makes no mention 
of the Scholars’ Holes or the Soldiers’ Lines and the relief so 
afforded, but instead reads The ball farthest from the hole must 
be first played.  Rule 6 now had a note about the relief afforded 
for ‘ground under repair’ which had previously been covered 
by the Scholars’ Holes and Soldiers’ Lines.  The additional Rule 
14 obviously can refer only to Leith as it starts, ‘In playing , 
you are to strike off from the Braehead – hole, and play from 
it to the Sawmill’, then referencing the five holes and the order 
for playing them, culminating with the final hole being the 
‘Thorntree-hole, where every Round ends’.  Rule 15 concerns 
the role of the Captain or past Captains in dealing with any 
disputes arising on the course.

Everard, describing the origin of the Royal and Ancient 
Golf Club at St. Andrews on 14th of May 1754, when twenty-two 
Noblemen and Gentlemen drafted their ‘Articles and Laws in 
playing the Golf ’, asserts that these were indeed the first Rules 
for golf.  Yet he must have seen the Leith Rules previously 
because he knew of the reference to the Scholars’ Holes and the 
Soldiers’ Lines and, assuming that these referred to St. Andrews, 

guesses that the Scholars’ Holes were probably located ‘At what 
is now the Old Station’.  As to the Soldiers’ Lines, he admits 
that he was unable to discover where or what these were.  Both 
applied only to the Links at Leith where the Scholars’ Holes 
referred to an area on the left of the first fairway where members 
of The HCEG had created a short hole course for the pupils of 
the local school and the Soldier’s Lines referred to the impedi-
ments on the links created by the various military and cavalry 
units who held manoeuvers, training and camped there. He also 
missed a subtle difference in Rule 5 describing what to do if the 
ball came to lie in water or watery filth.  

At Leith, the rules stated that the ball was to be lifted clear 
and teed-up to be hit, while at St. Andrews the ball was to be 
picked up and dropped or thrown clear before being hit.  In 
both instances a penalty stroke was incurred. Rule 14 would 
also have confused Everard because the instructions as to the 
order of playing the named holes would be meaningless at St. 
Andrews.  It is surprising that, despite the members of The 
HCEG being frequent players at St. Andrews, no one of seems 
to have supplied him with the answers.  Never the less, it does 
confirm the precedence and copying of the 1744 Leith Rules, 
even if neither Everard  or Kerr appear to have known of their 
existence.  

Everard also describes the circumstances of the competition 
for the first Silver Club at St. Andrews and again, these were 
identical to the Leith instructions of 1744, including the drawing 
of numbers for each match, that the next match was to wait 
until the match in front reached the second hole, scores were 
to be recorded by a clerk for each match and ‘scrutiny of the 
clerk’s jottings’ made to identify the winner.  There was also a 
provision for a play-off in the event of a tie.  The scoring system 
was the same arcane assessment of who won the most holes and 
Everard makes a valiant attempt to explain the intricacies of 
the system which also he didn’t understand. To Bailie William 
Landale, a merchant in St. Andrews, fell the honour of being 
the first winner.

The fact that both Kerr10 and Everard11 seem to have been 
completely unaware of the Rules of 1744 suggests that somehow 
these had ‘vanished’, particularly if 1754 was assumed to be the 
earliest date. We should not be too critical of Kerr and Everard 
because at the time that they wrote their books the rules of The 
Honourable Company had undergone five revisions, while 
those of the R&A had been through ten revisions 12.  However, 
Clapcott9 has shown, beyond doubt, that the earliest Rules of 
Golf were those of 1744, leaving us to wonder how they came 
to be overlooked or forgotten? Other clubs also produced their 
own rules, for example the Burgess Golfing Society12 in 1773 with 
seven revisions until 1880.  Perhaps in the eighteenth century 
access to the early Minute books was more complicated than in 
todays’ environment, with assistance from Web Sites or Google. 

So Who Wrote the Rules in 1744? 
The answer is that we cannot know for sure.  Lawyers spe-
cifically trained in crafting and interpreting legislation, closely 
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guard their prerogative so to do, and in general would not look 
with favour on input and suggestions from surgeons, vintners 
and general merchants not so trained. However, as the original 
twelve knew each other well as archers and golfers, and with 
Rattray doubtless regarded as the best golfer, which he would 
prove over the next few years, it seems more likely that they 
would all gather in groups during the twenty or so days before 
the competition, to propose, discuss, and shape rules to cover 
those golfing situations with which they were familiar.  The 
parchment on which the ‘rules’ were written was probably 
already at Leith before the competition started, in case some 
unforeseen difficulty required an adjustment or addition to the 
text after the competition, and then finally, when the competi-
tion was over and the rules were deemed acceptable to all and 
agreed, the first Captain of Golf was asked to sign it.

It stretches credulity to believe that the First Rules were 
written by only one person and that  three highly qualified and 
senior lawyers, together with a Member of Parliament would 
not seek a dominant role in the crafting of these rules, while 
perhaps accepting and incorporating suggestions from those 
who might have been better golfers.  In which case, perhaps the 
recent publication from the Bodleian Library13 offers the best 
and most suitable accolade for the achievement, in saying 

‘Certainly the world of golf owes John Rattray and his 
fellow devotees a debt of gratitude for establishing what 
would eventually become the first universally acceptable 
set of rules.’ 

Today, Rattray and his colleagues would be astounded 
to learn how the golfing rule book has expanded and that 
Committees from the R&A and the uSGA have to meet regu-
larly to consider additions and changes.  These have become so 
numerous and complex that the current book explaining the 
Decisions on the Rules of Golf, now exceeds 570 pages.   

A Lasting Tribute. 
On Thursday the 27th of December 2012, The Times 
newspaper, on page 9, carried an article by Hamish 
Macdonell describing the proposed creation of a statue of 
Rattray, to be erected on Leith Links ‘to place the role of the 
Links in the history of golf and to honour the winner of the 
first trophy awarded for a golf competition’.  It was suggested 
that landscaping would be undertaken and that on two stone 
columns the original thirteen rules, would be engraved.  
Fortunately there was no suggestion that Rattray would 
be described as the only author of the Rules, as this might 
draw down on the engravers a fusillade of arrows, loosed by 
eleven contemporary, past members of the Royal Company of 
Archers and The HCEG, who now hold their competitions in 
the Elysian Fields, and feeling that their contribution to the 
rules was also worthy of their names being noted! 

Sadly, there is no known image of Rattray to be copied,14 

but he and his colleagues would probably be astonished 
and flattered to see how many of their original rules are 
still incorporated in the modern game, and at the interest 
still generated by the list of Rules they created, and that he 
was asked to sign.  Fortunately, in the current Rules of Golf, 
the Scholars’ Holes and Soldiers’ Lines no longer create 
confusion! 
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Letter from America
by John Butler

letter from america|

Greetings from Alexandria, Virginia, my 
hometown, founded by Scottish merchants 
and frequented by George Washington for 
whom the nearby federal capital city is named.  

I became a member of the British Golf Collectors’ 
Society in 2009 on a recommendation from Bob Grant.  
I mainly collect golf books and was most impressed early 
on with those published by Grant Books.  So I visited Bob 
at Cutnall Green and was encouraged to join the Society, 
primarily in order to receive the ‘Through the Green’ 
magazine.  Since then, my wife Holly and I have attended 
BGCS events and enjoyed meeting everyone.  I am pleased 
to be asked by John Hanna to biannually write a letter for 
a publication I greatly admire and want to thank Bruce 
Matson for his Muckson letters.  I look forward to sharing 
with readers my golf stories and those of others who will 
hopefully let me know about their interests and travels.

I met our new Golf Collectors Society President John 
Capers at last Fall’s annual meeting in Pinehurst and, 
while in Philadelphia in April, John graciously invited 
me to Merion Golf Club.  John serves there as Historian/
Archivist, as well as having his Mother’s, Mary Fine Capers, 
and his name on many club championship honors boards.  
John has put a lot of work into not only expertly organ-
izing the archives but also tastefully displaying around the 
clubhouse trophies, photos, art and other items connected 
with Merion’s distinguished history.  Don’t pass up an 
opportunity to visit John and see the Club’s treasures!
During this same trip, I was fortunate to play the St. 
Martins course at the Philadelphia Cricket Club.  In the lat-
ter 1800s Philadelphia was the center of American cricket; 
PCC was founded in 1854 and Merion Cricket Club, the 
predecessor to Merion GC, in 1865.  St. Martins held the 
1907 and 1910 u.S. Opens. Nine holes remain open and 
were recently renovated - playing the course is to go back 
in time.  

In June St. Martins hosted the inaugural World Hickory 
Match Play Championship sponsored by the Society of 
Hickory Golfers. Jay Harris from North Carolina reports 
that St. Martins is a true hickory course.  The field was 32 
players - Jeremy Moe won the final match over 20 holes 
against Paolo Quirici - Lionel Freedman was the honor-
ary starter, championship referee, and guest speaker.

Holly and I traveled to St. Louis for the biennial Curtis 
Cup Match.  The venue was the St. Louis Country Club, a 
1914 design by Charles Blair Macdonald, who learned his 
golf from Old Tom Morris while attending the university 

of St Andrews.  Macdonald was recruited for the job by 
George Herbert Walker, the Club’s golf chairman, whose 
daughter married a fellow member Prescott Bush, later 
becoming the parents and grandparents of our 41st and 
43rd u.S. Presidents.  Of course, the Walker Cup is named 
for George Walker who became uSGA President in 1920.
The Match, begun in 1932 at Wentworth GC, offers 
patriotic rivalry amid international goodwill.  The home 
side regained the trophy after three days of quality shot 
making by both teams over a classic course, featuring 
Macdonald’s famous alps, biarritz, cape, punchbowl, 
and redan holes, better appreciated because spectators 
walk the fairways.  The Great Britain and Ireland team 
was heartily supported by former BGCS Captain David 
Kirkwood, taking media photos, and his better-half 
Gillian, working with the Ladies Golf union. Gillian, in 
the June 2004 Through the Green, summarized well:  ‘It is 
the friendliness of the Curtis Cup that makes it so special. 
May these matches continue to show other sports what 
sportsmanship is all about.’ The next Match will be in 2016 
at the Dun Laoghaire Golf Club in Ireland.

While in St. Louis we visited Glen Echo Country 
Club, which hosted the golf competition of the Third 
Olympic Games held in conjunction with the 1904 
World’s Fair there. George Lyon from Canada, eight 
times Canadian Amateur champion, won a gold medal 
defeating American Chandler Egan in match play.  Golf 
was first an Olympic sport at the 1900 Paris Games (stroke 
play) and was planned for the 1908 London Games but 
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was cancelled.  Golf was played at Baden-Baden shortly after 
the 1936 Berlin Games but, since the English team won and 
the Germans finished third, no record was kept.  We await its 
return in Rio de Janiero in 2016.
The renowned Pinehurst No. 2 course, venue for the 1999 and 
2005 u.S. Opens, successfully hosted unprecedented back to 
back Men’s and Women’s Opens.  Donald Ross, who was born 
in Dornoch and apprenticed under Old Tom Morris, was hired 
in 1900 by Pinehurst Resort to direct golf operations and Ross’ 
early work on No. 2 debuted as 18 holes in 1907.  Although he 
is credited with over 400 courses, Ross never stopped fine tun-
ing No. 2, his crowning achievement, before his death in 1948.  

Golf course architects Bill Coore and Ben Crenshaw (of 
Masters fame) completed a restoration of No. 2 in 2011.  They 
notably replaced bermuda grass rough with native sandy areas 
and widened fairways, heightening debate over ‘traditional 
u.S. Open’ thick rough vs. ‘rub of the green’ unpredictable 
waste areas, as well as ‘green’ vs. ‘brown’ impact.  To my eye, 
No. 2 now has its natural identity (after all, it is sand-based) 
and favors more traditional firm and fast, bump-and-run play 
and less target golf, which Ross intended.  The significantly less 
irrigated and maintained turf of No. 2 is beneficial commer-
cially and environmentally, in contrast with overly manicured 
courses prevalent today.  While the Pinehurst model is obvi-
ously not suitable for courses with clay and cooler weather, 
I think Coore and Crenshaw’s restoration gained supporters 
during these two weeks of championship golf.  In fact, Glenn 
Moore from Maryland relates that a Donald Ross actor sur-
prisingly visited the architects’ dinner table at the Pine Crest 
Inn which Ross once owned.

Coore and Crenshaw relied on aerials and other vintage 
photographs of No. 2 from when Ross redid the course and 
converted from sand to grass greens, in preparation for the 
1936 PGA.  They worked closely with staff at the nearby Tufts 
Archives (James Tufts founded Pinehurst).  The Archives is the 
most extensive repository of Ross’ work anywhere, with origi-
nalfield sketches, course layouts, and historical photographs. 

When you go to Pinehurst, see the new No. 2 for yourself but 
don’t miss the Tufts Archives, housed in the Given Memorial 
Library, along with a Pinehurst history museum.  Audrey 
Moriarty, the Archives’ Director, will be happy to show you 
around and help with any research. 
Speaking of sand-based courses, Kevin Mendik from 
Massachusetts traveled this summer to an often overlooked 
region of North America called the Sandhills where the golf 
is close to what the uK and Irish coasts offer.  Millennia ago, 
an inland sea left hundreds of square miles of rolling dunes, 
escarpments, and sandy soil - few trees, plenty of wind, and 
enough cows and sheep to make any golfer from across the 
pond feel at home.  Coore and Crenshaw, along with Tom Doak, 
Gil Hanse and others have simply uncovered courses Mother 
Nature created.  Kevin says the journey to Mullen and Dismal 
River, Nebraska or Holyoke, Colorado is very worthwhile.

Holly and I enjoyed seeing our BGCS friends, including 
President Philip Truett, Captain Alan Henderson, and John 
Hanna, for the Open Championship meeting at Caldy Golf 
Club near Hoylake.  We then flew to Amsterdam and were 
graciously hosted by Robin Bargmann who arranged for us 
to play Kennemer, his home club, Royal Hague, and De Pan 
- wonderful Harry Colt originals.  We went to the special golf 
exhibition at The Hague Historical Museum on the occasion of 
the Netherlands Golf Federation’s centenary - in which Robin, 
David Hamilton, and Iain Forrester were involved.

I look forward to attending the 44th Annual GCS Meeting 
and Trade Show on the 13-15th of November in Las Vegas, 
Nevada.  John Capers adds that just prior to the GCS meet-
ing the uSGA is hosting the 2014 Golf History Leadership 
Conference in Far Hills, New Jersey.  Representatives from 
major institutions including the R&A, PGA, LPGA, GCS, and 
BGCS will participate.  The group’s mission is to ensure that 
the game’s history is being preserved and facilitate the use of 
resources to foster greater awareness and appreciation. 

John Butler

Holly Butler, Martin Nieuwenhuyzen, Utrecht Golf Club 
President and Robin Bargmann.

Immediate Past Captain David Kirkwood and Holly Butler at 
the Curtis Cup
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arranged at Merion on the 10th  of September 2001. The gathered 
backers, rightly fearful of what might eventuate, first heard that 
Murphy’s clubs were missing after his flight into Philadelphia 
and then that Sodd had arrived, instead, at Marion Golf and 
Athletic Club in Arkansas. There was a further attempt to play 
the match next day, but it was necessarily abandoned.

Regular setbacks did not discourage his play, and keeping 
careful notes, he was increasingly consulted by golf course man-
agers on risk management and by insurers on how to prepare 
for the worst. Later in life, Sodd rightly concerned at his regular 
ability to hit the wrong ball on the golf course, had his balls 
vividly marked with ’Sod’ and would delay his partners on the 
tee by obsessional counting of his clubs. Aware of his ability to 
attract harm, he took every precaution, wearing a crash helmet 
and body armour which, together with his practice of carrying 
an umbrella to ensure a sunny day, meant he attracted regular 
lightning strikes. He died after an accident on his home links 
in which he was struck on the leg. Gangrene developed and 
the wrong leg was amputated. The afflicted leg was improving 
but he died after a fatal reaction to penicillin, to which he was 
allergic.

Professor Sodd on the Links

professor sodd on the links 

David Hamilton
takes a light-hearted look at this well-known Professor

Professor Max Sodd (1925-2008), the celebrated 
Viennese physicist, immortalised through his famous 
Law ‘If it can go wrong it will’, was thought to be a 
golfer. But since all his papers were lost in a fire after 

his death, little was known about him on the links. Recently 
however, his golfing diary came up for auction at a Bavarian 
sale and study of it has shown that he played and that golf even 
influenced his famous insights.  In a marginal note he quoted 
with approval Tom Morris’s aphorism about the game that 
‘it’s aye fechting [fighting] against ye’ and Sodd moved on to 
a deeper analysis. Clearly tormented by regularly entering a 
favourite bunker at his home course, he wrote down his first 
draft version of his Law – ‘if two outcomes are possible, the 
worst one will result.’ 

As a promising junior, he qualified for the Austrian 
Championship, but it was cancelled because of the outbreak of 
War. During his studies as a physics student in Germany, he 
joined the university club, but the clubhouse was bombed by the 
Allies and the links later ruined by advancing tanks.  
As a research physicist after the war, he designed the first 
titanium clubs only to find that his calculations suggested they 
would perform poorly compared to wood, and he did not patent 
these metal clubs. Even the prototypes were lost in a depart-
mental fire. He travelled as a visiting lecturer at St Andrews 
university, and invited to the Royal and Ancient club for lunch, 
he turned up with his wife. He was also an hour early, having 
failed to change his watch to British time. Though the lunch 
was re-arranged, he tactlessly insisted on demonstrating in the 
dining room his most famous discovery, namely that buttered 
toast, when dropped, will always fall face down on a new carpet. 
Playing off the first tee he hit a citizen who was crossing Grannie 
Clark’s Wynd and matters were delayed because the sufferer had 
haemophilia. Thereafter, playing on, his partners were relieved 
and surprised that his second shot cleared the Swilken Burn but 
it hit the pin and returned into the water. On returning home for 
the Austrian Open Pro-Am, he again forgot to change his watch 
to European time and missed his tee time.

His many admirers had for some time hoped to arranged a 
match against Edward Murphy of the comparable Law – ‘what-
ever can go wrong, will go wrong’. The two had quarrelled about 
their priority in the discovery but the match was eventually 

Professor Max Sodd with his calculations showing that a 
titanium-headed club could not propel a golf ball further than 

250 yards.
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Preserving the Heritage of Club Making

John Hanna 
visits the last club maker in Scotland

On a recent visit to one of my favourite spots in these 
islands, and a place I know very well, it occurred to 
me, as it would do to any golfer with an interest in 
the history of the game, the massive changes which 

have occurred in the making of golf clubs in St Andrews over 
the past one hundred years or more. In a town,or more correctly 
a Royal Burgh, which many recognise as the birthplace of golf, 
there were at one time many club manufacturers. Of course 
many of these club makers, used to making hand forged clubs, 
were simply put out of business by the introduction of machine 
manufactured clubs. While shops still bearing the name of some 
of these companies, such as Auchterlonie, still exist in the town, 
Laurie was the last of the Auchterlonie family making clubs and 
he died in early 1988. 

Yet here, after all these years, there is a company still pre-
serving all the traditional skills of club making and exporting 
them all around the world, just as has happened since the late 
1800s and the first half of the last century. This company is 
the St Andrews Golf Company Ltd. whose roots date back to 
1881 and is now the last remaining golf club manufacturer in 
Scotland. As a result of the consolidation which has taken place 
in the industry in Scotland the company is now home to three 
of Scotland’s most famous club making brands: George Nicoll, 
Tom Stewart, and of course, the St Andrews Golf Company 
itself. The company is now the only club maker at the ‘Home 
of Golf ’ and is the last club maker in the world retaining the 
traditional skills to hand craft playable sets of period (pre 1935) 
hickory clubs. The company also produces modern state-of-the-
art clubs using its extensive Custom Fit facilities. 

In 1881 George Nicoll, a blacksmith by trade, began the 
manufacture of hand forged iron heads or cleeks. His designs 
were innovative and included in 1895 a swan neck putting cleek 
which created the same effects a modern centre shaft putter. 
The designs attracted some very large orders one being placed 
in 1898 by the Forth Rubber Company for 10,000 clubs. Many 
top players used Nicoll clubs to great advantage such as three 
times winner of The Open Championship Henry Cotton and 
also Brian Huggett, Dai Rees and Vivien Saunders. The com-
pany was family-owned until 1982 and throughout the years 
sent clubs all over the world. The famous ‘hand’ cleek mark first 
appeared in 1905 and is still used today at St Andrews Golf Co. 
Ltd. during the production of George Nicoll clubs both in their 
traditional manufacturing methods  of the early clubs which has 
continued since 1881 and also on their modern sets.

Twelve years later in 1893 Tom Stewart Jnr opened his ‘cleek-
works’ on Argyle Street in St Andrews. He had learnt his trade 
as a blacksmith, with his father in Carnoustie, where cleeks were 
sometimes made, (George Morris, older brother of Tom was a 
client of renown). In 1890 Stewart went to work in St Andrews 
with the well-known clubmaker Robert White and in 1893 
started business for himself using the famous ‘pipe’ brand cleek 
mark previously used by his father in Carnoustie.  The Stewart 
cleeks found favour with many famous golfers including uS 
Open winner Francis Ouimet and Grand Slam winner Robert T 
Jones Jnr. Over the years millions of ‘pipe brand’ clubs have been 
produced. Out of respect to Bobby Jones the St Andrews Golf 
Co. produced exact copies of the clubs supplied to him during 

The factory at Largoward, nr St Andrews The retail outlet - Golf Place, St Andrews
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his ‘Grand Slam’ year of 1930. The pipe brand and Tom Stewart 
Company are now part of the St Andrews Golf Company.

It was 1906 before the St Andrews Golf Company (then St 
Andrew Golf Company),  began production in Glasgow before 
moving to Dunfermline. The company was responsible, through 
one of its designers Willie Ogg, for its Oggmented clubs being 
a very early method of producing a balanced or matched set. 
Notable players to use these clubs were Densmore (Denny) 
Shute 1933 Open Champion, Gene Sarazen and Johnny Farrell.

In 1930 Robert Tyre Jones Jr. (Bobby) won the Grand Slam 
by winning the Open and Amateur championships of Britain 
and the uSA in the same calendar year. This was a feat never 
achieved before or since. Jones was known to be fanatical about 
his clubs and on his retirement from golf he stated ‘I was very 
proud of my clubs. There were some sixteen which I considered 
to be on the active list’. Five of these clubs were made by Tom 
Stewart & George Nicoll. To mark the 75th anniversary of this 
extraordinary feat, the Jones heirs through their official licen-
cee “Golf Links to the Past” asked the Tom Stewart Co. of St 
Andrews–his original club maker – to reproduce the 16 club 
set of hickory clubs he used. While these are a true collector’s 
item, limited to only 1930 registered sets, many buyers choose 
to enjoy these fully playable clubs on the course in order to 
experience the game precisely as Bobby Jones did.
When Arnaud Massy first came to Scotland from France he 
settled in North Berwick and in 1907 became the first overseas 
player to win the Open Championship. Massy won with a set 
of George Nicoll irons. The St Andrews Golf Company plays 
a very important part in the rejuvenation of playing golf with 
hickory shafted clubs. It is quite amazing the growth in the 
number of golfers, particularly throughout the continent of 
Europe, who have taken up playing with hickory clubs. In fact 
there is hardly a country that does not seem to have a National 
Hickory Championship. Sweden leads the way and has a 
fantastic number of players participating in its Championship.  
While BGCS members will be aware that the Society has strict 
rules in relation to the eligibility  of clubs to be used, pre-1935, 
this also applies to some of the European Championships.  But 
this is changing as players realise the increasing scarcity of 
finding suitable hickory clubs. In recent years in Scotland the 

World Hickory Championship was founded by BGCS member 
Lionel Freedman. The St Andrews Golf Company is pleased to 
be associated with this event. In the Championship ‘Modern 
Authentic Hickory Shafted Clubs’, equipment made to replicate, 
as nearly as possible, clubs that were made prior to 1935 are 
accepted and endorsed by the Scottish PGA. Clubs made by 
the St Andrews Golf Company are used by a number of players. 
Of course accidents do happen, hickory shafts do break despite 
the resilient strength of the original shafts and the company is 
just about the only place in the country where repairs can be 
carried out to antique hickory clubs or more recent ones. In fact 
the company has built an enviable reputation around the world 
for refurbishing historical antique clubs as evidenced by com-
missions from such notable clubs as The Royal Burgess Golfing 
Society of Edinburgh and Winged Foot Golf Club in America  

The collection of the very early long nose clubs is beyond 
the budget of most members so it is great that the opportu-
nity exists, thanks to the St Andrews Golf Company, for golf 
enthusiasts to purchase fully playable replicas of these clubs 
and enjoy the playing experience of a previous generation of 
golfer. The quality of the workmanship is excellent and the clubs 
must be just like they were when a gentleman purchased his 
new clubs in the mid-19th century. Due to the expansion of the 
business the factory moved out to Largoward in 2007 and visi-
tors are most welcome at the factory. Here they will see all the 
traditional skills still being used in the manufacture of old clubs  
and witness the passion to preserve these skills before they are 
lost forever. The following year the company opened a retail 
outlet in the centre of St Andrews, in a building well-known to 
golf collectors, the old Quarto Bookshop at 8 Golf Place, just 
50 yards from the 18th green of the Old Course. There is a wide 
range of products for sale including replica period golf balls 
including the feathery golf ball, another collectable not usually 
within the budget of the collector.

Irrespective of one’s views on which clubs are eligible for 
playing in hickory competition it is really important for the 
heritage of the game that a company such as the St Andrews 
Golf Company remains part of the Scottish and worldwide 
golfing scene. When  you are next in St Andrews I can highly 
recommend a visit!

Preserving the Heritage

A George Nicoll mashie with ‘hand’ cleek mark Shaping wooden heads at Largoward
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Jean-Bernard Kazmierczak
gives a brief introduction to the history of the postcard

Of course, deltiologists (as the postcards collectors 
are sometimes calling themselves) know pretty 
well the history of their own country’s postcards. 
However, they often consider that these facts are 

the same all across the world. This is only partly true. As in 
so many other subjects, ideas are crossing borders and enrich-
ing local usages. We hope that this short essay will show such 
interactions and help  in the understanding of the evolution of 
the postcard during Victorian and Edwardian times.

Birth of the postcard.
First, it is important to define what a postcard is. Such a 

sentence would sound superfluous as everybody knows what 
we are talking about. Well, in fact, the question is more com-
plex than it seems. In this text, we’ll not spend too much space 
searching for a precise definition, yet we’ll emphasize on one 
key point. As we limit this introduction to the end of 19th and 
very early 20th centuries, it is sufficient to say that the postcard 
is a small piece of cardboard of a specific size (defined by the 
postal administration) where the word ‘postkarte’, ‘postcard’ 
‘post card’ or ‘carte postale is written on one side  and, when 
mailed uncovered, such an item would benefit of a special 
attractive tariff. 
With such a definition, the postcard was born in Austria in 
1869, after an initial idea from Henrich Stephen, who, as soon 
as 1865 suggested to the German postal authorities to introduce 
such a concept. The idea was resurrected and amplified by Dr 
Emmanuel Hermann who, in January 1869, wrote an article 
in a newspaper suggesting the authorising of a small piece of 
cardboard to be mailed without an envelope at half the price 
of a regular letter. Initially the authorities were reluctant as 
they feared that with such a low price the total postal income 
would dramatically drop down. The merit of Dr Hermann was 
to convince the administration of the contrary. On the 1st of 
October 1869 the postcard was born. 
The definition of a ‘postcard’ is very important as some pieces of 
cardboard circulated before this date but at the standard regular 
price. So in no place in the world is it possible to see a postcard 
before the 1st of October 1869.

The success was immense in Austria, dropping the price by 
50% had a consequence of boosting the volume so much that 

the revenues of the post-office increased significantly. Soon the 
idea was adopted elsewhere. The Northern German Federation 
followed on 1st of July 1870; Switzerland and Great Britain were 
the next on the list and gave the authorisation on the 1st of 
October 1870. The table at the end of this article provides the 
dates for some of most important countries. France (15th Jan. 
1873) and uSA (13th May 1873) were the last two  great countries  
to authorise the postcard.

The London and Scottish Golf Club side 1

Golf Clubs see a significant advantage in PCs.
Golf clubs soon realized that by subsequent printing 
(additional printing on a printed matter) on the ‘official 
postcard’ it was possible to create a circular to members 
at half of the normal cost. This soon became the preferred 
mailing to announce the AGM of the club or to advertise 
a competition. The two earliest postcards we know are in 
the collection of Hans Medvejsek and are dated: the 23rd of 
December 1880 (London Scottish GC) and the second one the 
4th of March 1884 (Prestwick GC) informing of a Committee 
meeting The one from the London Scottish Club is notably 
most interesting. It writes: 

‘Dear Sir, it having been brought under their notice that serious 
objections are being made by the Rate-payers of Wimbledon 
Common to the increasing number of Golf players, the 
Committee have passed the following By-Laws: ‘That the Club 
House shall be closed on Christmas Day, Good Friday and the 
Spring, Summer and Autumn Bank Holidays and Members 

Collecting Early Golf Postcards
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shall not play on those days. That the Rules regarding Entrance 
and Admission to the Club be, and hereby are, suspended and 
the Roll of Members closed. In consequence, the competition 
for the Monthly Handicap Challenge Medal is postponed from 
Christmas Day to Boxing Day.
Your Faithfully, Henry A. Lamb, Hon. Sec.

unfortunately although the date is clearly printed, this 
postcard has no postage cancellation mark, while the second 
one clearly show the date of March 1884. The pictures are 
courtesy of Hans Medvejsek.

Prestwick Golf Club side 1

Prestwick Golf Club side 2

Tait Postcard side 1

Tait Postcard side 2

Private printing: opening the door to PPC.
It is important to keep in mind that these first postcards 
were ‘official documents. The postal administration had the 
monopoly of editing cardboard bearing the word ‘postcard’ 
and an imprinted stamp – with the value of half of the regular 
letter price. The side bearing the imprinted stamp and the word

After 1890 such examples could be more easily found – which 
does not mean that these postcards are any less interesting. 
A good example is one which was sent to Mrs Tait 38 George 
Square, Edinburgh on the 22nd of May 1896 which says ‘Hearty 
congratulations on brilliant Championship Victory!     signed 
by T R Fraser.
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‘Carte Postale’ or ‘Postcard’ could only have the address of the 
recipient written on it while the other side was dedicated to the 
correspondence.

Subsequent printing soon offered the possibility of printing 
drawings, often a logo to advertising – and many early examples 
exist, but, to our knowledge, not for golf – it was impractical. 
Thus, the demand for private printing of postcards and the 
usage of affixed stamp was becoming more and more important.

The card above is not, in the strict sense, a postcard as it is 
a hand-drawn illustration, but it was mailed with a half-penny 
stamp in December 1891 and accepted by the post office! Its 
size is 110 x 76 mm – slightly smaller than the standard format.
In France, the postal administration underestimated the suc-
cess of the postcard when it was launched and as soon as May 
1873 requested the help of a few private companies in printing 
postcards. This might explain why France was the first country 
to officially authorise private printing in 1877.
Not surprisingly, printers realised that when a postcard was 
nicely illustrated, it sold much better. under the pressure of 
local private companies the other countries gave a similar 
authorisation: uK in September 1894, Canada in January 1895. 
Strangely enough, the very last of the big countries permitting 
private printing was the united States, where the authorisation 
dates from the 19th of May 1898.

Hand-Drawn post card side 1 - Courtesy Bill Anderson

Hand-Drawn post card side 2

USA postcard (note the UPU indication ‘carte postale’)

Printing companies were now competing to make their post-
cards nicer and more appealing. As a consequence the demand 
– which was already high – exploded. Of course the picture on 
the card was only allowed on the ‘correspondence side’ and was 
then struggling for space against the writing.

And the space was limited! The postal administration, when 
allowing for private printing, was ruling that the size should 
not exceed the one of the official postcard. In Great Britain, the 
maximum size was then 122 x 75 mm but a different card existed 
already, called the ‘court size’ it was shorter  but wider: 115x89 
mm. As it was wider it could not be used as a postcard, or if it 
was, it should have had a 1d stamp. Nevertheless in October 1894 
the administration instructed the post offices for tolerance and 
in January 1895 it was officially authorised.

This magnificent example of a court-card was not mailed, but 
could be dated arount 1896/97, while the example below was 
mailed in September 1899 (courtesy of Bill Anderson).

In most of the other Continental countries the size of the 
postcard was the one defined by the uPu (union Postale 
universelle – or Postal union): 140x90 mm. Such a surface was 
23% greater than the court-size PC and even 37% more than the 
standard British PC.
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As a greater image is always more attractive than a smaller 
one British publishers pressed the authorities to adopt the uPu 
standard. This was done on the 1st November 1899. The first uK 
golf postcard known of this format is from Troon; a multi-view 
PC where a one can see a small picture of the club house (see 
illustration). It was mailed on the 31st of May 1900. In the uSA 
it is possible to find even larger format postcards. The one we 
selected above (the golfing frog) is 102x146 mm, just slightly 
smaller than the now very common A6 format.

Earliest PPC on the continent. 
On the Continent the earliest example we know is from the 
Homburg Golf Club, dated the 6th of November 1899 which  is 
shown here. Two of the earliest examples we have in the other 
continental countries are: Switzerland, Samaden (a Grüss Aus 
PC dated 11 Aug. 1900) and France (Cannes, 16 March 1902)

The earliest German PPC, Nov. 6th, 1899 – only a 
few weeks after the opening of Bad Homburg Golf 

Club. Now Royal Homburg G C.
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A PPC from Samaden, Engadine GC, Switzerland, mailed 11th  

August 1900. See also the UPU back below.

We are also providing a reproduction of the earliest French 
golf postcard known, mailed on the 16th of March 1902 (see 
below).

We would appreciate if our readers would provide us with 
information about their earliest golf postcards (please indicate 
the country, the club and the date. A scan of both sides would 
be appreciated. Please e-mail to jbk@orange.fr).

It must be also noted that the printing industrial process (in 
quantity – even small) was still in its infancy. If Lithographic 
printing was well mastered in Germany, France was still far 
away from being its competitor. Compared to these two leading 
countries Great Britain had still to improve as did the uSA. 
These two countries were often printing their picture postcards 
in Germany. It is possible that a significant number of French 

postcards were also printed in Germany. But the souvenir of the 
1870 war was too strong to inform the public that the postcards 
they were buying were “printed in Germany”! Obviously, WWI 
put an end to this out-sourcing.

Divided back: a British improvement.
We have seen that the quality of the picture was a clear reason 
for the success of the postcard but because of the initial ruling, 
the correspondence and the picture had to be on the same side. 
This is why, very often, the handwriting is overlapping the image 
and depreciated the PC.

A German printer, F. Hartmann, who was doing his business 
in Great Britain convinced the postal authorities to authorise 
writing on the ‘front side’ (at that time it was the side bearing the 
address). The permission was given, for ‘as long as such matter 
does not interfere in any way with the legibility of the address.’ 
On the 1st of January 1902 Great-Britain permitted the now so-
called ‘divided back’ which, at that time was a ‘divided front!

The other countries soon followed this important invention. 
France gave the authorisation in November 1903, Canada in 
December 1903 and Germany in 1905. The uPu adopted this 
regulation in June 1906. However, in the uSA the divided-back 
was authorised only on the 19th May 1907.
The example above is especially interesting. It is a Wrench Series 
golf PC featuring Old Tom and Sandy Herd watching Harry 
Vardon driving off mailed in Innerleithen (Scotland) 

The postcard has a divided-back, authorised in uK but not 
permitted in France. The writing is on the picture side, while 
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a postmark was applied on the space which ‘may be used for 
communication’
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Appendix

Table 1 – First postcards

First
Postcard

Private 
Printing

Austria 01. 10. 1869
Germany (Northern Conf.) 01. 07. 1870 01. 07. 1870
Switzerland 01. 10. 1870
Great Britain 01. 10. 1870 01.09. 1894
Belgium, Holland 01. 01. 1871

Denmark, Norway, Sweden 01. 04. 1871
Canada 01. 06. 1871 01. 01. 1895
France 15. 01. 1877 1877*
uSA 13. 05. 1873

collecting Early Postcards 

(*) But private companies were printing for the French Postal 
Offices as soon as May 1873. 

Table 2 – First “divided back”
Date of First Divided Back

Great Britain 01. 01. 1902
France 18. 11. 1903
Canada 12. 1903
Germany 1905
uSA 18. 05. 1907

Or ‘Private Mailing Card’ in the uSA after private printing 
was authorised.
Note that the official language of the uPu – union Postale 
universelle, ruling the international by-laws, and created in 1874 
– was French, this is why in many cases non-French postcards 
bears the French word ‘Carte Postale.
 The reason for calling such format “court size” is not clear. 
 John Evely Wrench was a great publisher but not a great man-
ager: he started his business in November 1900 but had to close 
it in 1906. His golf postcards are among the most sought after.

------------------------------------------------
WANTED

I have been asked to help someone who has been a member 
for many years.  He also has a very extensive library of 
golf books but somehow his copy of Through the Green of 
September of last year did not arrive. He has every copy of 
TTG  since it was first published,  except this one! Despite my 
efforts so far to find a spare copy I have not been able to do so.
I would be most grateful to any member who can help me out 
by sending me a copy so that I can complete this member’s 
collection. Thanks .

Editor

A great early example of use by 
Royal Cromer Golf Club in 1891
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The Gourlays - Origins and History Part I

Mungo Park
provides a fascinating insight to the ballmaking dynasty

Of all the families that were prominent in the early 
days of organized golf, few match the Gourlays for 
longevity and continuity. Equally skilled as play-
ers and ball-makers, they established themselves 

in two of the great centres of golf, Bruntsfield from 1780 and 
Musselburgh from 1843 to 1869. Recent research into the old 
parish records (OPR) now suggests that the family came to 
Edinburgh from St Andrews. The story of their arrival and the 
family’s prosperity in the world of golf parallels the progress 
of the game from a diminishing ‘gentlemanly’ recreation to 
the mass popularity of the late nineteenth century. It paints a 
picture of Edinburgh as the crucible of golf, drawing in players 
and equipment makers, before the game’s expansion in the 
second half of the 19th century to other centres in Scotland, 
England and beyond. The development of golf trades seems 
to have started as a sideline or addition to other more reliable 
occupations. The Gourlays’ story epitomises the tenacity and 
opportunism that characterised the artisan golfers, club- and 
ball-makers who supplied the game, moving with the market 
to pursue their living in an uncertain commercial climate. In 
the late eighteenth century a young man choosing to diverge 
from his father’s occupation or a secure apprenticeship, whether 
on the land or the loom, took a considerable leap of faith. It is 
generally accepted that Douglas Gourlay arrived and started 
to work as a ball-maker in Bruntsfield in 1780, ten years after 

James McEwan had arrived there from Stirling. David Stirk, in 
‘The Great Clubmakers’ mentions him when he describes the 
McEwans’ early beginnings,
 

‘The McEwan family lived in a small group of houses,   
known as Wright’s Houses, at Bruntsfield. In 1780 
they acquired some neighbours called Gourlay. 
Douglas Gourlay came from Musselburgh and was the 
acknowledged master feather ballmaker of his time.’ 

In fact only John C Gourlay, Douglas’ grandson was ever 
active in Musselburgh, from 1843 until his death in 1869. There 
is persuasive evidence to suggest that Douglas did indeed arrive 
in Edinburgh in 1780, but from St Andrews, not Musselburgh. 

St Andrews – early history
Whether or not Douglas Gourlay was already a ‘master feather 
ball maker’, as described by Stirk, when he came to Bruntsfield, 
it is clear that he had some means of making a living. It seems 
from the record, as will be seen later, that he moved in difficult 
circumstances. Such a move would surely not have been taken 
without a reliable chance of success, and a trade to support him.

No Gourlays are found in the Musselburgh record until 
1843, although absence of proof is not in itself proof of absence. 
The record in St Andrews, however, mentions that Douglas 

Gourlay ball ‘Douglas’ - courtesy of the USGA Gourlay ball ‘Gourlay’ - courtesy of the USGA
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Gourlay, a weaver, lived there at the right time (1780). The first 
mention of Douglas Gourlay is found in the St Andrews OPR 
in 1752,

‘Douglas, son to John Gourlay, Weaver & Jean Cellar his 
spouse was born on the 29th of May 1752. . .’ 

This St Andrews Douglas Gourlay came from a large and 
seemingly well respected family of weavers. John Gourlay, 
Douglas’ father had married Jean Sellers (as later shown on his 
marriage certificate - spelling was less constrained at the time) 
in 1736. Douglas had a number of older siblings. There were 
many Gourlay families in St Andrews – perhaps they come 
from Goirle, in Holland earlier, as has been suggested but it is 
hard to substantiate this claim. They feature prominently in the 
record as ‘Deacons of the Weavers’, ‘Convenors of Trades’ etc. 
Later Gourlays, possibly from the same extended family, were 
also golfers and club-makers in St Andrews and Carnoustie. 
Witnesses at the registration of Douglas’ birth were Thomas 
Buddo (who was married to a Margaret Gourlay) and William 
Gourlay; whether these were Douglas’ grandfather and uncle 
is as yet uncertain. It would be common practice to invite 
respected family members to be witnesses at the registration 
of the birth. Douglas later named his own three children, with 
whom he moved to Edinburgh, Jean, Margaret and William, 
possibly after his mother, aunt and father, as was the custom.

The accounts concerning the Edinburgh Douglas Gourlay 
and his neighbours in Bruntsfield, the McEwans, stem mostly 
from a single source, a series of three detailed articles about 
the family written by John Anderson, a Musselburgh solicitor, 
in the magazine ‘Golf ’ in 1896. Anderson, a solicitor, early 
golf historian and book collector, was a passionate writer on 
all aspects of golf. He lived conveniently across the road from 
Peter McEwan Jnr, in Millhill, Musselburgh. His articles were 
based on interviews carried out in 1895 with Peter McEwan, the 
head of the famous club-making firm in the last year of his life. 
After Peter’s death, further information was gathered from his 
son Douglas Jnr, the great-great-grandson of the family’s earliest 
club-maker, James McEwan of Bruntsfield. 

In his ‘Golf ’ article Anderson explains the relationship of the 
McEwans and the Gourlays. He says, 

‘Mr Peter McEwan married in 1802 a daughter of Mr  
Douglas Gourlay, ball-maker at Bruntsfield Links, 
who had started there in 1780, a date separated by 
only a few years from the commencement of Mr 
McEwan’s own business.’

Although John Anderson was interviewing the grandson 
and great-grandson of Peter McEwan Snr and his wife Jean (née 
Gourlay) in 1895, there is little information on the Gourlay side. 
However, the old parish records and census information are 
now more accessible than they were to Anderson and even 
to Stirk. They illuminate many historical clues to the course 
of events which brought Douglas Gourlay from St Andrews to 
Wright’s Houses, Bruntsfield.

The date of Jean Gourlay’s marriage to Peter McEwan 
(James’ son) is indeed confirmed by the OPR of 1802  thus,

‘Peter McEwan, Clubmaker Burntsfield Links and Jean 
Gourlay daugh. Of Douglas Gourlay Golf Ball maker 
residing there gave up their names for proclamation of 
Banns Matrimonial’

The St Andrews OPR lists Douglas Gourlay as a journey-
man weaver (qualified but not an employer) when he was 
married. No detail of his father’s life or death has yet been 
established. Further research might establish where precisely 
the family lived, and how young Douglas may have come by 
his ball-making skills. David Malcolm describes the reasons for 
weaving and golf to have been interrelated, and this too points 
to Douglas Gourlay having the time and freedom to develop his 
interest in the game. We know from Anderson that the McEwan 
family in 1895 had in their possession a club, a 

‘putter, thorn head, thick ash shaft and list grip, cracked 
and mended at neck and toe with screw nails, deeply 
stamped D.G.D.G. written on the sole, 

J Gourlay ball, W and J Gourlay - Courtesy Angela Howe R&A J Gourlay ball - Courtesy Angela Howe R&A

The Gourlays
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‘Made by James McEwan in the year 1780; played with 
by Old Douglas Gourlay, also by his grandson William 
McEwan, 1833.’

It would appear from this that Gourlay was a golfer at least when 
he moved to Bruntsfield; probably a good one if he owned a 
McEwan club.

Detailed examination of the OPR in St Andrews and St 
Leonards, between the years 1777 and 1780, suggest a personal 
motive for Douglas Gourlay’s move to Edinburgh. The details 
of this event provide proof that the two Douglas Gourlay’s, 
of Bruntsfield and St Andrews were in fact one and the same 
person.
Douglas Gourlay, a young weaver, married Anne Kid on the 
13th of June 1777 in St Andrews, according to the OPR. He 
was 23 years old. In 1778, on the 23rd of April the couple’s son 
William was born. Two years later, on the 27th  of September 
1780 their twin daughters, Jean and Margaret were born. It 
seems that the birth of the twins was not without complication 
for, less than a month after, on the 17th October 1780, Anne, 
Douglas Gourlay’s wife, died. Although mortality in childbirth 
was not uncommon, this must have been a crushing blow for 
the young man after only three years of marriage. Had it not 
been for this tragedy, he might have remained a weaver, secure 
in St Andrew’s, with a wife and family to increase the ties to his 
community. It is, of course, historically unsafe to speculate on 
personal motive, particularly where emotions are involved, but 
the fact that Douglas Gourlay is described by Anderson as arriv-
ing at Wright’s Houses on the edge of Bruntsfield Links in 1780 
is, in the light of the coincident dates of these events, significant 
if we can establish without doubt the two Douglas Gourlays are 
the same person. A fresh start for him and his three children, 
William, Jean and Margaret would have afforded some relief 
from his grief, or there may have been a more pragmatic motive. 
In any case it appears that he never re-married. Whatever the 
reason, questions remain as to how this re-location came about 
and how it was managed practically. Without help, it is hard 

to imagine how a young widower with three children under 
the age of three could have avoided poverty in a strange city. 
Making a living often depended on family support, personal 
contacts or patronage and Douglas must have cut himself off 
from these networks when he moved. It cannot have been easy 
to survive in the new situation, particularly with the onset of 
winter. Had he already established his name as a ballmaker in 
St Andrew’s as well as a weaver, as so many of his colleagues 
had, so that he was able immediately to exploit his new trade? 
Did he already know the McEwan family? Who would buy golf 
balls in the dark days of an Edinburgh winter, or was this a 
good time to build up stock? Did he have a patron? Whatever 
the situation, with three young children and a new business to 
establish Gourlay must have had his hands full but it seems that 
he prospered nevertheless.

Bruntsfield – the years of establishment
Eventually Douglas, with his son William, became well known 
in Bruntsfield and throughout the world of golf for the high 
quality of their golf balls. ‘A gourlay’ became the generic name 
for a feather golf ball, and was highly prized. In 1803 the 
Gourlay family made an alliance that further strengthened their 
commercial stature. Peter McEwan, the son of James, married 
Jean Gourlay, the daughter of Douglas.

 Peter McEwan Snr became William Gourlay’s brother in 
law. Their reputation grew and the two were appointed as official 
suppliers to the Bruntsfield Links Golfing Society. The Gourlay / 
McEwan dynasty was born, linked by marriage and incidentally 
represented in St Andrew’s, according to Anderson’s  history, 
by David Robertson, who twelve  years later was to become the 
father of Allan Robertson, the famous ballmaker and golfer. The 
partnership provided the world of golf with a reliable supply of 
the highest quality equipment, and the game grew in popularity. 
The Gourlay ball given by the Royal Musselburgh captain to 
the uSGA museum is a fine and unusual example. The words 
‘Douglas’ on one side and ‘Gourlay’ on the other make it espe-
cially so. Together with James McEwan’s clubs, it is one of the 
earliest attributable artefacts from a family line that would run 

W and J Gourlay ball No 2 ball - courtesy Angela Howe R&A William Gourlay - Patino sale
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through the next one hundred and fifty years of golf.  
In 1804 Douglas’ son, William, married Christian Brand. He 
and his new wife lived at 31 Home Street, a short distance down 
the road from his father’s workshop on the edge of the Links. 
The couple had five sons and four daughters in total. They 
too had their share of sadness. One such instance provides 
firm evidence of the family’s origins in St Andrews. In 1826 
William Gourlay and Christian had a daughter, who sadly died 
the following year. Her death and its registration confirms 
that as well as being the child’s grandfather, Douglas Gourlay 
Snr was indeed the same weaver, turned ball-maker, who had 
originally come from St Andrew’s. The proof lies in the record 
of the dead child’s full name, for here she is, described as ‘Anne 
Kidd Gourlay, daughter of Wm Gourlay’, when she died at 
‘Burntsfield Links’. William Gourlay would have barely known 
his mother, but he had named his daughter in her memory. The 
tradition of naming a child after its grandparents establishes a 
positive link between Douglas Gourlay’s late wife, Anne Kid 
(William’s mother), and the dead child, her grand-daughter. So, 
Douglas Gourlay, the ‘master feather ball-maker’ of Bruntsfield 
did not come from Musselburgh, but from St Andrews. Absence 
from the Musselburgh records, the dates of his marriage to 
Anne Kid and her subsequent death, his three childrens’ names 
and ages, the relationship with the Robertsons, the date of his 
move to Edinburgh, and finally the name of his deceased grand-
daughter, ‘Anne Kidd Gourlay’, present a strong case to confirm 
that he was born and learnt his skills in St Andrews. 
Douglas Gourlay died in 1819vii. His son William Gourlay 
(Snr) continued the ball-making business that his father had 
founded. ‘W Gourlay’ stamped balls were produced in the 
period between 1819 and 1836. Gourlay balls from the ball-
making partnership of his sons ‘W & J Gourlay’, William Jnr 
and John Christian Gourlay , were produced in the years after 
his death. Three of William’s children applied themselves to 
the ballmaking trade, William Jnr, John C and Douglas Jnr. A 
fourth son Samuel became a gunsmith. Even though William 
Jnr and John were older than Douglas Jnr, it might seem curious 
that no balls exist under the title ‘W, J & D Gourlay’. Here too 
an early death played a part in the family misfortunes. In 1836, 
when William Snr died of ‘Apoplexy’ at the age of fifty-eight 
his three sons took over the business, but Douglas Jnr (b1816) 
died young, three years later in 1839 at the age of 23; his cause 
of death was enigmatically described as ‘Decline’. William Jnr 
(b1813) and John C (b1815), ‘W & J Gourlay’, remained as the 
predominant ball-makers in Bruntsfield. But the partnership of 
the brothers William and John was also brief. Five years after his 
brother Douglas, William Jnr also died in January 1844 at the 
age of 31, again of the curiously named ‘Decline’, leaving John 
C Gourlay, the only ballmaker in the family. Balls made by W & 
J Gourlay are therefore likely to have been made only between 
the years 1836 and 1844. By the latter date, in fact, John had 
moved to Musselburgh, possibly to expand the partnership’s 
range, possibly again for personal reasons. In either case it is 
there that the next chapter of the family’s history is found

  
End Notes
i This refers to the period between 1744 and 1848, from the 
publication of the first Rules of Golf to the introduction of the gutta 
percha ball.
ii In the Badminton Golf history Douglas’ great granddaughter’s 
husband Tom Dunn, himself a golfer, club-maker and course 
architect of note, is quoted as saying that, “Douglas Gourlay, was 
appointed ball-maker and teacher of the gowff to King James I of 
England and VI of Scotland”.
This was probably fanciful, unless there was an earlier ancestor of 
the same name involved in the game. James VI died in 1625, and 
Douglas Gourlay Snr was not born until 1752, over 125 years later.
iii Evidence for Stirling as James McEwan’s origin are limited to the 
interview with Peter McEwan, his great grandson, carried out by 
John Anderson, the Musselburgh solicitor and Honorary Secretary 
of Mortonhall GC, published in ‘Golf’ in 1896 and re-printed in TTG 
issues March, June and December 1999.
ivTom Morris – The Colossus of Golf’ Peter Crabtree and David Malcolm 
Chapter. Pages 7 - 8

The Gourlays

________________________________________

 Obituary

Daryl Cox
Daryl was born in Melbourne in 1928 and by the time he was 
16 was playing golf regularly with his father at Northern Golf 
Club. When the family moved, Daryl joined Yarra Yarra and 
played Pennant golf for them for 20 years. In 1952 he was 
leading amateur in the Ampol Tournament, won by Lloyd 
Mangrum, in a field which included Peter Thomson, Kel Nagle 
and Jimmy Demaret. He also represented Victoria when they 
won an inter-state series at the New South Wales Golf Club. 
He got bored playing Yarra Yarra off scratch so he went to play 
at Mornington, and later moved to Commonwealth, where he 
was a member for over 55 years.

Since its opening in 1986 Daryl was a member at The 
National Golf Club at Cape Schanck where he was a regular 
player with the Friday Foozlers. On, and off the golf course, 
he was the perfect gentleman, always attired in collar and tie, 
and plus fours.

Daryl became absorbed in the history of the game, its clubs 
and memorabilia and was closely associated with the founding 
of The Golf Society of Australia, of which he was President 
from 1994 to 2000. In order to broaden his understanding of 
golf history, in all its manifestations, Daryl joined the BGCS 
in 2000. 
His dry sense of humour and wise counsel will be sorely missed.

Peter Gompertz
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Dear Editor,
Bobby Furber -  Membership Number 135
Your readers may be interested to learn that BGCS member, 
Bobby Furber, has recently resigned as Field Marshal of Royal 
Blackheath Golf Club. Bobby was appointed Field Marshal 
in 1990 having been captain of the Club in 1961.The first 
recorded Field Marshal (a position which so far as we are 
aware only exists at Blackheath) was John Walker, appointed 
in 1802. Subsequent holders of the position have included 
George Lindsay (1831-1857), one of the golfers referred to in 
Carnegie’s Golfiana and Lt. Col E H Kennard (1894-1913), 
whose portrait hangs in the clubhouse of Royal Liverpool as 
well as Blackheath. Bobby was the 20th Field Marshal and the 
longest-serving after George Lindsay. Bobby will be known 

to many BCGS members from his membership of the R&A, 
Royal St Georges, and a number of other distinguished clubs 
and societies; also, from his histories of Royal St Georges 
and the ‘Moles’. Only recently, he contributed an article to 
Through the Green on John Blackwood and his publishing 
and golfing relationship with George Eliot, thus combining 
two of Bobby’s great loves, golf and literature.
Bobby is succeeded as Field-Marshal by John Gardner. In 
accordance with club tradition, John is the most senior 
surviving past captain. In 1987, his year of captaincy, he was 
responsible for the creation of Blackheath’s museum. He is 
also a BGCS member.

RichaRd GReenwich

Bobby Furber at a dinner to mark his 24 years as Field Marshal 
at Royal Blackheath Golf Club with his successor John Gardner

John Gardner receiving the Chain of Office as Field Marshal of 
Royal Blackheath Golf Club from Captain Roy Taylor
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Dear Editor  
I am Diana Whipp, the daughter of Gill Clark (nee Gill 

Atkinson, who was given honorary status at Fulford Golf 
Club in 1955) and I am just letting you know of an event 
which took place two weeks ago which might interest some 
of  your readers possibly in your next periodical as there  was 
and article published in your magazine a few years ago about 
the world tour that these five young lady golfers went on . 
This event took place at my home club Moor Park Golf Club, 
Hertfordshire, on the  27th of June 2014
The ladies section captained  by Pat Ellis decided they would 
re-dedicate a bench to a late lady member, Marjorie Bostock. 
With my connection, my mother, Gillian Clark nee Atkinson, 
was asked to cut the ribbon to the refurbished bench on a 
beautifully sunny day in June.There were a group of members 
who came  to support this event as Marjorie had had a very 
illustrious golfing career, one of which was to Captain the 
team of five young lady golfers, chosen by the LGu, to go on a 
very successful seven month World Tour.
Jeanette Robertson 
Bridget Jackson 
Dorothea Sommerville
Veronica Ansty 
Gillian Atkinson (Fulford )

Diana Whipp 

Crawley with his long flowing swing. It follows that I should 
have some memories of Crawley’s opponent in the singles, 
namely Johnny Fischer and be able to say something about 
him and whether he had steel shafts or hickory shafts, but alas 
I cannot. I will however make some minor comments. 
The article is about Johnny Fischer III, however the autograph 
in my book is Johnny W Fischer written almost exactly like the 
signature in the photograph on page 25. The speciality club used 
by Fischer and described on page 27 might be that of a popular 
club used around the large St Andrews greens called a ‘Jigger’.  
Sadly I cannot help the debate about hickory or steel shafts in 
1938. Young as I was then (14) I think I would have noticed if 
some individuals were using hickory but I cannot be certain. 
For sure I do not think a hickory shaft would have lasted very 
long with the James Bruen swing!

Bob Ritchie 

Dear Editor,
After my mother passed away a few years ago I have taken 
care of a number of boxes filled with different kinds of family 
documents. Some of them have thrilled my imagination. 
My grandfather, Johan Georg Kittel (1864-1922), left Sweden 
as a young man and lived in Paris, London and San Remo 
for nearly twenty years before returning to Sweden in 1904 
where he finally got married in 1910. He was trained at and 
later served as deputy manager of Kjellgren Physiotherapy 
Institute in London. The training included gentlemanly 
manners because of the clientele he was supposed to serve. 
He normally spent part of the year in London and part in San 
Remo, Italy, where he later set up his own practice. European 
nobility were among his ‘customers’. His passion was hunting 
and every year he was invited to stay at Dux Castle in 
Bohemia as the countess’s personal guest (Dux is the place 
were Casanova wrote his memoirs a century earlier!). Among 
my grandfather’s papers I found some diaries/calendars 
for the years 1898-1901. In some of them he has noted how 
many hares and partridges he shot on a particular day (as in 
September 1900, see enclosed), just like I note down the golf 
courses I play. 
Now for the thrilling thing for me which I discovered a few years 
ago. For the 13th of May 1900, five days after having returned to 
London from San Remo, he wrote ‘Golf with Z’ That’s the only 
indication I have that my grandfather had played or at least tried 
golf. I have no idea what Z stands for. A friend? Probably.
During this period, 1898-1903, my grandfather’s address in 
London was upper Gloucester Place 8. So, I am now wondering, 
where he may possibly have played golf in or near London in 
May 1900? How many golf courses were there nearby at that 
time? Is there one or two most likely candidates?

This is what I am hoping that you, or someone you know, may 
be able to tell me. 

Georg Kittel

Dear Editor, 
The last Hickory Champion Once again I rise to the bait of 
an article in the Society magazine, this one being the detailed 
and most interesting insight into the golfing career of Johnny 
Fischer written by his son.
Many evocative names from past times are mentioned and 
many of them I have in my autograph book including the 
autographs of both teams who took part in the Walker Cup 
of 1938. At that event I followed several matches and two in 
particular, James Bruen with his unusual swing and Leonard 

Lady Captain of Moor Park Golf Club, Pat Ellis, presenting the 
bench along with Gillian Clark, wearing her team blazer who 
was asked to say a few words and to cut the ribbon on the 27th 

of June, which coincidentally was the day the team landed in 
Perth 59 years previously !

Correspondence
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Geert and Sara Nijs have published Part 2 of Games for Kings 
& Commoners, which review new findings on the games of Colf, 
Crosse, Golf, and Mail. Part 1 was published in 2011 to great 
acclaim and Part 2 certainly does not disappoint.They examine 
a number of topics and question some long held theories on the 
origins of golf. For example the first reference to golf is in the 
Act of Parliament of Scotland dated 6th March 1457 when foot-
ball and golf should be utterly condemned and stopped. As a 
previous Act dated the 26th of May 1424 only forbad football was 
it reasonable to assume that the sport of golf started sometime 
between these dates?  A second view suggested  by a history 
scholar might be is that perhaps golf at that time was not as we 
know it today. Perhaps it was a form of hockey or even shinty. 
The authors counteracted rather convincingly this argument. 
One thing that is reasonably certain is that in 1491 when yet 
again golf again was forbidden this was golf as we know it today. 
Why? Because just twelve years later King James IV bought a 
set of golf clubs. 

Other topics are covered. They chart the spread of golf from 
Scotland to other countries as well as the spread of Jeu de Mail, 
Jeu de Crosse, and Colf internationally. Colf for example even 
reached Sri Lanka and the Cape of Good Hope. Colf was played 
already in America in 1650. When the Dutch lost the second 
Anglo-Dutch War the British took over the Dutch trade set-
tlements and replaced colf for the Scottish game of golf. They 
examine the finding of Colf club heads from shipwrecks, cad-
dies used in the different sports, early written lessons on how 
to play the different games,  the findings of Steven van Hengel, 
the little “golfing” figure in the Crecy window in Gloucester 
cathedral, and the earliest Rules of the various games. 

Geert and Sara Nijs take the view that there is no such 
thing as the final ‘one and only’ truth. The book is extremely 

well illustrated and well designed and can be thoroughly 
recommended. It can be ordered directly from authors at    
“mailto:ancientgolf@wanadoo.fr” ancientgolf@wanadoo.fr and 
is priced at €25 (£20 or $35), including p & p.

Dick Durran

Gerald Micklem
A Life in Golf
by 
John Littlewood

It is rare to find a book these days dedicated solely to the life 
of an amateur golfer. Yet John Littlewood has done just that and 
as soon as the reader opens the book and reads the foreword 
by Donald Steel they will know why he was able to write such a 
great book. What good fortune to be bequeathed the nineteen 
magnificent golfing diaries so meticulously maintained by 
Gerald Micklem. These included details of every round of golf 
he played from August 1946 to his last round in 1984, some 
4,600 in total.
The opening chapters are a real insight into the world of a 
young man brought up in and working with the wealthy of the 
inter-war years. It is not all about praising the man as there 
are many references to his fiery temper which was considered 
to have marred his early golf career. Like many young men of 
his time Gerald did not shy away from his duty at the outbreak 
of World War 2 and volunteered immediately for service in 
the army.  While fortunate not to lose his life during the six 
years of conflict his years at war seemed to give him a maturity 
that neither family nor Oxford university had done. This was 
demonstrated in his increased success in golf and his selection 
at the highest levels both for England and in the Walker Cup.  
The book elaborates on his successes but does not overdo it 
and moves on to look at Gerald’s later golf career both as an 
international captain and Walker Cup captain. There are some 
lovely anecdotes where his generosity comes to light.

As one reads the book it becomes clear that Gerald is so tied 
up with his work as a successful stockbroker and more so as a 

Games for Kings & Commoners 
Colf  Crosse Golf  Mail  - Part 2
by
Geert and SaraNijs
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This year once again sees the excitement of another Ryder Cup 
match return to these shores and for the first time to Scotland. 
This point is picked on early by the writer of this book and the 
story of the 1921 international match is considered in some 
detail as the precursor to the Ryder Cup matches which began 
in 1927. Given the coverage in the media in recent years one 
could have wondered was there room for another book on this 
subject. Ross proves that there is and not only that but this is 
not a small book. It consists of 252 pages albeit that 33 of them 
are taken up with the results of the 39 matches which have 
taken place so far.

One noticeable feature of this book is the complete absence 
of photographs. While this is perhaps understandable, given 
the extra cost which would have been incurred, the book would 
have benefitted from the inclusion of scenes from previous 
matches over the years. To a new generation of golfers even 
photographs of some of the stars of the past would have been 
beneficial. The sub-title of the book is clever in that it creates a 
sense that there are going to be a lot of new facts and informa-
tion which has not been available to the golfing public before. 
The main five chapters look at the Five Ages of the Ryder Cup; 
the Birth and Rebirth; Remarkable Rivalries; Money and 
Business; Conflict and Controversy and Power and Politics. 
These explain in some detail how the Ryder Cup which has 
been through some difficult times has now become one of the 
most anticipated events in the golfing calendar. Perhaps to a 
relative newcomer to the subject this may be the case but to the 
golf historian or even the avid reader of golf books this would 
not necessarily be so. However what the writer has done is the 
clever way in which he has gathered these facts together and 
the relationship with the incidents relating to the Ryder Cup 
become clearer. Although a very small part of the book, really 
as an appendix, the ‘Author’s Journal’ illustrates the amount of 
work and research which went into the writing of this book. 
The layout of the chapters does make it difficult and there is a 
certain amount of repetition which is noticeable. 

Despite this, I found the book very readable and was not 
tempted to skim over some pages. Perhaps the most interesting 
section is that dealing with the future of the Cup right up to 

Ryder Cup Revealed
Tales of the Unexpected
by
Ross Biddiscombe

golfer that he has no time left for a wife or family so he never 
married. He had an insatiable desire to play golf and even in 
his forties he played twenty-nine rounds of golf in June 1954 
when he was aged 43. Despite the fact that this book is based 
on his diaries this is not reflected in the layout of the book 
which is extremely readable. The latter chapters look at all the 
other involvements in Micklem’s wonderful golfing life includ-
ing captaincy, The President’s Putter, Oxford and Cambridge 
Golfing Society, the Halford Hewitt and as an administrator and 
selector. It concludes with a chapter on Micklem as a Person. I 
found this book most interesting and having read it I feel that I 
knew Gerald Micklem, if only.

The book consists of 160 pages, with fifty photographs and 
illustrations, and is published by Grant Books in a limited 
edition of 500 copies. It is bound in brown arbelave buckram 
with an illustrated dust jacket. It is available from Grant Books, 
The Coach House, New Road, Cutnall Green, Droitwich Spa, 
Worcestershire, WR9 )PQ uK at a cost of £28, with postage to 
uK £4 and Overseas £7. It is the wish of the author and the R&A 
that the proceeds from the sale of the book are given to the Golf 
Foundation, which was a charity always close to Gerald’s heart. 
You will not need an excuse to buy this book but here is one just 
in case you do. 

John Hanna

Nightmare in Paradise
By
Ian Nalder

This is Ian’s fifth book and is a complete change from his other 
writings albeit he still weaves into the story his love for Spey Bay 
and Sri Lanka as he wove his love of the railways and golf into 
his earlier productions.

This is the story of a Scot, who having worked in the Asian 
continent finally finds himself in Sri Lanka and finds a piece of 
ground on which he can build his dream course. This has all the 
pitfalls found in the beginnings of any club and course when 
it first comes into being, although this one is financed by very 
wealthy expats from around the world. Money, it appears, does 
not make everything run smoothly and the petty jealousies and 
squabbling of the committee are as prevalent here as in your 
own home club.

This is an easy read with no mystery to it but it could have 
been fleshed out with possibly a more detailed description of 
this Shangri-La so that we could compare our own version of 
the perfect course with that of Ian’s. There is a piece near the 
end where you wonder where he is going and what is he trying 
to impress on the reader but it does become pertinent in the 
end and probably reflects some of his own experience latterly 
in Sri Lanka.

A light hearted read which is recommended and is available 

from Librario Publishing Ltd., Brough House, Milton Brodie, 
Kinloss, Moray, IV35 2uA. Cost £8.99 + P&P, uK £2.50, Europe 
£3.50, RoW £4.50

Hamish Ewan

Book Reviews
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2050! Again something which has not been done before, at least 
not in public, is a SWOT Analysis of the Cup. The strengths of 
the Cup are probably the more obvious to the reader, the weak-
ness may be less so but it is the opportunities and the weaknesses 
which are the most enlightening. The whole changing world 
of the game of golf over the next few decades and the impact, 
particularly of the growth of the game in areas which are still 
only being introduced to the game such as China and India, 
this will have on the global picture raising serious questions as 
to the future of a match which is now played between two of the 
lesser golfing areas in the world. The book would make a good 
addition to your Ryder Cup library. It costs £20 and is available 
from Amazon.co.uk or www.rydercuprevealed.com

John Hanna

Over the years every member of a golf club will have enjoyed the 
service of the Club Steward and/or Stewardess. Most will have 
fond memories of one of the characters who fulfilled so many 
roles in the life of their club. Had I not attended many Open 
Championships I would not have been aware of the existence 
of the Golf Club Stewards Association, and I was certainly not 
aware until I picked up this book that the Association celebrated 
its centenary in 2012. When it was founded it was the oldest 
Golf Association in Britain

Mike Moffitt, a Life Member of the Association and was 
National Chairman in 1995, recognised that there was a need 
to record as many facts about the Association as possible. Of 
course the First World War began just two years after its founda-
tion and so details of any early history are scarce apart from the 
original Aims and Formation. 

As we are all aware times change very quickly and the man-
ner in which clubs are managed had changed quite dramatically 
especially those with a large turnover. As may be seen in the 
pages of this book so has the role of the Steward or Stewardess. 
The larger the club the less likely one is to find a person carrying 
out this important role anymore. Mike looks at the early days 
and especially some of the better known characters dealing in 
a number of cases with individual clubs including Porters Park 
and St Georges Hill. Hidden among the text are gems dealing 
with some of the characters who became better known in 
other roles such as Ernest Hargreaves who not only became 
a permanent caddie for Walter Hagen but also a partner of 
Henry Cotton in his ‘shows’ at the London Palladium as well 
as a personal steward.

By its very nature the Association had to be run on a 
regional basis and all of these areas are dealt with in separate 
chapters. Clearly The Open was the one opportunity for this 

Guardians and Sentries of 
the 19th Hole
The Golf Club Stewards 
Association
by
Mike Moffitt

widespread membership to meet together for a few days and 
the idea was born for a marquee in the tented village called 
‘The 19th Hole’. The R&A not only approved this but gave it 
active support beginning in 1975. Another interesting fact is 
that the GCSA asked Jackie Burke Jnr to nominate a young 
player who the Association would sponsor if he qualified for 
the Championship. The first of these was Doug Ballinger a uS 
Walker Cup player.

The book, with a Foreword by Peter Alliss, consists of 239 
pages, there are many black and white photographs, some have 
names others unfortunately do not and it is full of interesting 
golfing anecdotes. The Ladies are not forgotten and have a 
chapter of their own. The book is available from Ken Brothwell 
at k.brothwell@sky.com or from www.club-noticeboard.co.uk/
stewards and is good value for just £9.99. I am sure the GCSA 
would welcome your purchase.                                  John Hanna

I suppose I should have been a ‘Times’ reader, but this has 
been one of my many shortcomings. If I had been, I would 
have enjoyed the writings of their Golf Correspondent, John 
Hopkins.  This realisation has come about by my attending a 
most enjoyable evening at Worplesdon G C earlier in the year, 
enjoying a talk given by John and then buying a copy of his 
book.

I enjoyed the talk and I’ve subsequently thoroughly enjoyed 
the book. He does both very well! This collection of his golf 
essays over the last 35 years are set out month by month, reflect-
ing the golfing calendar, the changing seasons and the events 
throughout the golfing year. Appropriately, writing this as I am 
at the end of August, I am just finishing this month’s offerings 
and, specifically, a slightly longer article than those from The 
Times, published in Golf International in August 2011, entitled 
‘Elementary Dear Watson’. This is a delightful piece about Tom 
Watson and his love of all things British and his respect for the 
past. which concludes as follows: ‘It is hard to imagine a time 
when Watson will not visit Britain annually and light up golf on 
these shores. He is as much a part of the game in these islands 
as green fees and foursomes, labradors and plus fours. Long 
may Thomas Sturges Watson make it all seem so elementary’ I 
know the girls in the office at Walton Heath would agree – Tom 
Watson’s photograph with them at the time of the Senior Open 
bears testimony to such thoughts!

I thoroughly recommend this excellent anthology from, 
perhaps, the foremost golf writer in recent times. I never knew 
I would be so interested in reading such modern history, with 
not a single mention of the hickory shaft! To get your copy you 
can order via a bookshop, from Elliott and Thompson or from 
E & T direct at www.eandtbooks.com The price is £20.

Philip Truett

Fore! – 
The Best of John Hopkins on Golf
by
John Hopkins


