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because it is “a monster” or has been the venue of a major 
event. There are few courses where eighteen holes are “not 
enough” and the player wishes the experience to continue.

This year’s French Hickory open 2014 was contested at 
one such unforgettable venue, Morfontaine. The exclusive 
members’ Club is a golfing experience ‘par excellence’ and 
has been voted into the top fifty golf courses in the world. 
It is now included in my Top Ten. A gala dinner was held at 
the Chateau d’Ermenonville the evening before the French 
Hickory open, after which Laure, grand-daughter of the 
duc de Gramont, informed us of the history of Morfontaine 
Golf Club. Situated to the north of Paris the estate of Agenor, 
duc de Gramont, included an area of sand-based conifer-
ous woodland, rich in heather, and it was here that his son 
Armand, duc de Guiche, persuaded his father to allow an old 
polo pitch to be converted into a golf course. Armand invited 
Tom Simpson to lay out nine holes which became the Valliere 
Course. James Braid and French champions Jean Gassiat and 
Arnaud Massey played the opening Match in october 1913, 
almost 101 years to the day, before our visit. Such was the 
success of this initial venture that fourteen years later in 1927, 
Simpson was invited back to design another eighteen holes 
which became the Grand Parcours. The only alteration carried 
out to this course subsequently has been the extension of two 
holes in 2009, by golf course architect Kyle Phillips, involv-
ing the construction of new back tees. An alteration which 
has not proved to be popular with many members!  At the 
opening Ceremony the ribbon was cut by the duc’s youngest 
daughter and the opening shot was struck by Simone Thion 
de la Chaume (French Ladies’ Golf Champion who married 
Rene Lacoste and was the mother of Catherine Lacoste), 
hence the reason for this year’s French Hickory open being 
dedicated to ladies golf. other Ladies’ Champions associated 
with Morfontaine include the great Lally de Saint Sauveur 
(nee Vagliano) and Nathalie  Jeanson, with whom Gail played. 
Nathalie had never played with hickory clubs before and if it

                                          
 Captain’s Letter cont’d on Page 5                       

Captain’s Letter

There was a clash of old and modern on the golf course in 
September this year when two American members, Winfield 
Padgett and John Crow Miller, joined the President and the 
Captain of the Society at Kingsbarns, near St Andrews. With 
all four playing hickory clubs, the difficulty of the course 
was increased by the haar, (a dense mist which affects the 
east coast of Scotland) which reduced visibility to less than a 
hundred and fifty yards. Closure of the course is avoided at 
Kingsbarns by the strategic placement of lights on either side 
of fairways to guide tee-shots! Avoiding hazards and locating 
greens was still difficult!  The question as to whether this 
“guidance” is to prevent disappointment for golfers who have 
booked well in advance, or to allow continuation of income 
through green-fees is debatable.  However play with hickory 
clubs was undoubtedly less compromised by the conditions! 
There is a lesson here if I can only figure it out!

In a life full of golf, with many different courses played, 
there are very few courses which have achieved the descrip-
tion “unforgettable”.  A good score will always be memorable 
because of the achievement, but this does not reflect the qual-
ity of the golf course. Neither is a course worthy of accolade 
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Society News

Society News

Murdoch Medal pre-
sented to Colin Strachan

Colin Strachan receiving the Murdoch 
Medal from the Captain at the English 
Hickory Championships. This was in 
recognition of his outstanding work 
in researching, writing and publishing 
of Fair Ways in Ashdown Forest, the 
history of Royal Ashdown Forest Golf 
Club in 2014.
The Murdoch Medal is presented in 
memory of Joe Mudoch founder of The 
Golf Collectors Society and the first 
Honorary Members of the BGCS. It is 
awarded to the member, in the eyes of 
the committee, who has, if any, made 
the greatest contribution to the heritage 
and history of the game of golf. 

Colin Strachan, Royal Ashdown Forest, receives the Murdoch 
Medal from the Captain, Alan Henderson

The Captain replies on behalf of the Society at the French 
Hickory Championship

The Autumn Medal  at St Andrews, three BGCS members stride out from the first tee 
L to R John Crow Miller from Dallas, The President, Philip Truett, and Nigel Notley
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by John Bell, the Club Chairman, Bill 
ogilvie, President, and Nick Marshall, 
Captain, with their wives. Bill, who is 
also the Club historian, reminded us 
that Newbiggin, with a population of 
around 1500 in 1884, was the fourth-
oldest club in the north east, behind 
Alnmouth (1869), Seaton Carew (1874) 
and Tyneside (1879), well-ahead of 
major centres at Newcastle, Sunderland, 
Middlesbrough and the whole of 
Yorkshire. In addtion to its assciation 
with Mungo and Young Willie Park, 
who laid out the course, the Club had 
an early connection with another 
Musselburgh-based open Champion, 
David Brown, around the time of 
his Championship success in 1886. 
It was also connected to Dr William 
Tweddell, who played there just before 
his Amateur Championship success in 
1927.  

Mungo Park (IV), who represented 
England in the match, spoke briefly 
about the contribution made by his 
Great Great uncle Mungo and Great 
uncle Willie to golf in the north-east, 
and presented to the Club, on behalf of 
the Society, a portrait of Young Willie 
from around the time he was involved in 
laying out the Newbiggin links. 

John Pearson

Hickory Match v  
Trentham G C

England v Scotland Match 
at Newbiggin Golf Club

The twentieth England v Scotland match 
for the Archie Baird Trophy took place 
over the links of Newbiggin-by-the-Sea 
Golf Club, Northumberland, on Friday 
the 5th of September. 

After three longish, but benignly-flat, 
opening holes the middle part of the 
course is within high dunes, where the 
Club is in the process of building three 
additional holes. This was challenging 
golf particularly in the sea fret that hung 
over the course most of the afternoon. 
The warm humidity did not give way 
to drizzle until we were safely off the 
course.

The awkward number of members 
entering made matches difficult to 
arrange, so we used an alternative 
format of individual stableford, with 
scores of the top six cards to count for 
each side. With both sides averaging 
just under a creditable 30 points, the 
Scottish team won by a narrow aggre-
gate margin of only 3. Best individual 
aggregate was John Turnbull with 32 
points, one ahead of Willie Tanner. 
John Turnbull and Chris Homer won 
the two prizes for nearest the pin. For 
the meal in the evening, we were joined 

Some of the well-known players who played in the annual match England v Scotland 
at Newbiggin Golf Club in Northumberland.

on the 28th of August  a heavy downpour 
occurred just before Tee-off time for 
the first group in what has now become 
an annual fixture at Trentham Golf 
Club in Staffordshire. Fortunately it 
passed quickly and the remainder of 
the afternoon was rain free. Trentham 
has a wonderful course which is ideal 
for hickory golf and on the day, was 
presented in its best condition for the 
time of year.

This was the second match between 
the BGCS and this  most friendly club 
We met at 11.00 am for a midday Tee off 
in a match played in the fourball-better-
ball format. once again we were given  a 
great welcome from their Captain, Tim 
Toft, just as we were last year. As mem-
bers of both team arrived the assembly 
became more and more convivial, 
without the aid from across the bar - so 
much so that I had some anxiety that the 
first Tee-off  time would be rather late. 
Many on both sides had played the year 
before so it was like old friends meeting 
up again.

Both Alan Legg ,Trentham’s organiser, 
and I, failed to reach the intended teams 
of twenty, due of course to holidays and 
other commitments. However 32 took 
part with five Trentham players risking 
embarrassment by playing with hicko-
ries. Playing off 7 (actual handicap 3) 
Guy Davis shot a score in the very low 
70’s that gave Paul Walker and Keith 
Bilbie little chance of a successful out-
come from their efforts. I’m sorry to say 
– not really – that I cannot remember 
the match result but I believe we lost, 
but we did slightly better than last year!

After a gathering on the patio with tea 
and other libation following completion 
of their matches the members moved 
inside for an extremely good meal fol-
lowed by both Captains` words of wis-
dom. Much to Alan’s relief we finished 
at about 8.00 pm as our Captain needed 
to be in Scotland for a 9.00 am meeting 
the next day. Make a note in next year’s 
diary to keep this day free next August. 

Bill Druce



 |  5Society News

2014 Champion Willie Tanner receives 
his prize from Captain Alan Henderson

North of Scotland 
Autumn Meeting at 
Scotscraig Golf Club

on Tuesday the 9th of September a 
small but select number of members 
met at Scotscraig for the Autumn 
meeting. The weather was superb and 
was matched by the condition of the 
course and the facilities provided by this 
esteemed early club.

Prizes were provided mainly by the 
members who attended and for that I 
am very grateful. Nearest the pin prizes 
were won by David Hamilton! and Ian 
Nalder, the steel prize by Neil Laird, the 
ladies prize by Carolyn Kirk who was 
going up to Royal Dornoch to play in 
the Ladies’ Senior Championship and 
we all wished her the very best. In third 
place with 32 points was Robin Morris, 
runner-up was myself (Hamish Ewan)
with 33 points and the overall winner on 
the day was, Bob Strachan’s lovely part-
ner, Liz Taylor with 35 points. After the 
meal David gave us a short presentation 
on how he makes paper by hand for his 
excellent books which was well received 
by the company.

Thanks to all for coming along 
and also to our past captain, David 
Kirkwood, who had been playing in 
the R&A Autumn Meeting, who made 
a brief appearance before we went out 
to wish us well. Discretion prevents me 
from giving his result!

I look forward to seeing you all again 

next year and wish you good golf with 
short putts in the meantime.

Hamish Ewan 

Hamish Ewan, organiser of the North of Scotland Autumn Meeting at Scotscraig G C 
who was runner-up, with the winner, Liz Taylor, and Robin Morris who was 3rd .

John Turnbull, best individual score at 
Newbiggin-on- Sea Golf Club

Lionel Freedman tees off at Newbiggin

Captain’s Letter cont’d from page 2
hadn’t been for problems  and if it hadn’t 
been for problems with the Gassiat 
putter on the large and very undulat-
ing greens, she could have won the 
Championship! 

In the evening a private dinner had 
been arranged in the dining-room of 
Chantilly Golf Club, another occasion 
to sample delicious French cuisine and 
the following day those who stayed had 
the opportunity to play Chantilly, also 
laid out by Tom Simpson. It was a great 
privilege to have visited Morfontaine and 
taken part in the French Hickory open. 
Congratulations and many thanks to 
Jean-Louis and Tien Panigel for organ-
ising such a magnificent and successful 
event.

Laure, grand-daughter of the duc de 
Gramont, and your Captain.
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The Ladies competed in the overall 
competition using the men’s card for the 
stroke index plus a courtesy addition of 
two shots. The leading lady prize went 
to Tien Panigel from France with a 
commendable 26 points, with Carolyn 
Kirk in second with 24.

The Championship Dinner was once 
again held at Webb’s Fish Café, with 
one of the highlights of the evening 
being the award of the Murdoch Medal 
for the best book on Golf this year 
being awarded to Colin Strachan for 
his excellent work on Royal Ashdown. 
BGCS Captain, Alan Henderson 
described the history of the Medal and 
the parameters for its award very suc-
cinctly and Colin gave a most interest-
ing account of his research over its four 
long years in the writing. 

We thank Rye very much for hosting 
us once again and we were delighted 
that James Laidler, Secretary of Rye Golf 
Club was able to join us.

on a personal note I would addition-
ally like to thank all of our competitors 
from Europe for taking the trouble to 
support our event. You are truly dedi-
cated hickory golfers and you make Rye 
so very special

Nigel Notley
  

The English Hickory 
Championship at Rye Golf 

The 17th English Hickory Championship 
Meeting was held at Rye Golf Club on 
Thursday the 2nd and Friday the 3rd of 
october2014 

We were blessed with very fine sunny 
weather with little wind if any. Both the 
Jubilee course on Thursday and the old 
Course on Friday were immaculate and 
difficult!

on Thursday we had a record 31 par-
ticipants available for the match which 
this year was between Great Britain & 
the World. GB snuck home by 4 points 
to 3. The Jubilee is an outstanding addi-
tion to the playing facilities at Rye. It 
may not be long before the new nine are 
deemed on a par with the original 18. 

This was followed by informal drinks 
and supper in the George Hotel which 
met with widespread approval.

on Friday the 3rd a high class field 
comprising eight different nations 
competed for the 17th English Hickory 
Championship over the old Course. Par 
at Rye is 68 and the SSS is 71. Quite what 
the CSS would have been if we adopted 
CoNGu rules I do not know but we 
may have to introduce our own Bogey 
Score card so players are not disheart-
ened. Chris Walker returned a competi-
tive 32 points in the handicap stableford 
to win the Founder’s Salver for the first 
time, beating the holder Alexander 
Huchel into second place.

The scratch medal for the Tony 
Hawkins Trophy was one by Perry 
Somers with a marvelous 76 for his 
third win in the event. Perry really 
thought he would overcome the old 
Course at last and turn in a seriously 
good score. Well Perry, this equaled the 
3rd best score ever so don’t beat yourself 
up! It just shows how hard it was. Perry 
also drew the Number 1 lottery ticket 
at the dinner, so fate was clearly on his 
side. Iain Forrester, came in second 
with 79 and Jonas Fack 3rd with 80, just 
failing to be the first golfer to win all 
three Scratch majors in one calendar 
year.

Perry Somers winner of the Tony Hawkins Trophy (Best Gross) and Chris Walker, 
English Hickory Champion 2014

Forthcoming Events

President’s Day Royal 
Liverpool Golf Club

The Welsh Weekend 
Thanks once again to Liz MacDonald 

for once again arranging the open-
ing event for the 2015 season.There 
will be a Stableford team event at 
Borth & Ynyslas on Friday the 27th  of 
March (for players using hickories or 
modern clubs). This will be followed 
by  the annual hickory match against 
Aberdovey on Saturday the 28th March 
and the Welsh Hickory Championship 
on Sunday the 29th of  March.

 Members should download the entry 
form from the website and send it to me 
by post, or they may want to contact me 
by email: my address is em@jmacd.plus.
com 

If any of the events are oversubscribed 
I will have to accept entries in chronol-
0gical order.

The President’s Day and Annual General 
Meeting will take place at the Royal 
Liverpool Golf Club from Thursday the 
23rd of April to Saturday the 25th of April.

Peter Heath is a hard act to follow but 
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talk Vanishing Point Amsterdam on the consequences of Nazi 
period on the game of golf in Berlin and the Wannsee GC 
banning Jews.

 Iain Forrester  then offered an extremely helpful genealogy 
of the Dunn family and Frank Pont showed the renovation 
work which has been done for the greens at the RHGCC. 
The two last lectures were related to early golf. First Robin 
Bargmann compared “Dutch Ash and Scottish Click” 
showing some blow up of great classical paintings. The 
closing lecture was by Sara and Geert Nijs who summarised 
their latest finding – detailed in their latest book.

In the afternoon, the EAGHC Hickory Invitational was 
played on the RHGCC under a fantastic weather – which 
lasted all  of the week. The challenge cups were won for the 
gentlemen by Perry Somers and for ladies by Britta Nord, 
while team match was won by Germany.

on Friday, a small group, too small in regard to the high 
quality of the work, visited the Historical Museum of Den 
Haag where an exhibition on golf history was presented for 
the 100 years of the Dutch Golf Federation, under the supervi-
sion of Iain Forrester.
The meeting next year will take place at St Raphael-Valescure  
Golf Club on the 1st and 2nd of october. The EAGHC 
would welcome more members from the BGCS to join the 
Association and take advantage of  receiving the Golfika 
magazine as well as the opportunity to attend the Annual 
Meeting and the AGM, also to play in the European Hickory 
Championship which will take place on Saturday the 3rd of 
october 2015

The 9th AGM of the EAGHC at The Royal 
Hague Golf & Country Club.

Time is flying by and already it seems a long time ago when  
the EAGHC held its 9th AGM last September As is the 
tradition, the meeting is touring in Europe and this year it 
was hosted by the RHGCC. Mr Cocks Bosman, President of 
the Club, must be very heartily thanked as the all were very 
warmly welcomed.

The opening was an opportunity for JBK to present to Mr 
Bosman, on behalf of Robin Bargmann and the EAGHC, a 
painting by Viktor Cleve, featuring the 1924 match between 
Massy and Gassiat against van Dick and del Court van 
Krimpen . This match was played for the inaugural of the 
extension to 18 holes of the course of the RHGCC.

 The lectures were extremely varied and all of highest inter-
est. Robin Bargmann and Cocks Bosman gave us a “Royal 
History” of the Club, with many unknown pictures rarely 
seen, followed by Albert Bloemendaal  presenting a “History 
of Ladies Golf ” emphasizing on the Continent. These two lec-
tures can be found in last issue of Golfika-Magazine (#14).  

Then Donald Cameron helped us to better understand the 
golfing relations between India and the Continent. 
JBK finished the first day’s communications  with an 
illustrated talk on “Collecting Early Postcards” (mainly pre-
1900).

After a break and a first group-picture, the AGM proper was 
very constructive and was followed by the Annual Dinner.
on the next day, olaf Dudzus started with a very passionate 

Some members of the European Association of Golf Historians and Collectors at The Hague Golf Club. The Captain Jean-Bernard 
Kazmierczak presented Mr Bosman of The Hague  G C a painting by Viktor Cleve on behalf of Robin Bargmann and the EAGHC.

Society News
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Some of the action at the English Hickory Championship played at Rye Golf Club 
on the 3rd of October 2014 as seen through the lens of John Stott

The Captain gets one away

The Champion 2014 Chris Walker

Great backswing from Carolyn Kirk

Iain Forrester lines up a putt Eric Brandstrom leads with the hands

Cliff Weight visualises his next shot

The professional touch from Michael Lee Mikael Martinnson lines up a putt

Liz MacDonald nice shoulder turn
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Provisional Calendar 2015
 Date   Meeting    Steels  Club  Organiser 

March
Friday 6th  Hickory Match v Royal Worlington   Royal Worlington  Nigel Notley  
Friday 27th   Hickory / Modern Clubs Competition Yes Borth and Ynyslas Liz MacDonald  
Saturday 28th  Hickory Match     Aberdovey  Liz MacDonald  
Sunday 29th   Welsh Hickory Championship   Aberdovey  Liz MacDonald 

April
Thursday 23rd   Stableford competition or a match - to be confirmed Yes Wallasey  Bob Chadwick  
Friday 24th  President's Day    Yes Hoylake   Bob Chadwick 

May 
Tuesday 5th   North Scottish Spring Meeting  Yes Ballater   Hamish Ewan  
Sunday 10th   RAC, Woodcote Park Centenary Event"  "RAC, Woodcote Park" Philip Truett  
Monday 18th   Central England Hickory Championship Yes Coxmoor  Keith Bilbie  
Tuesday 26th   Hickory Match     Royal West Norfolk Nigel Notley  
Wednesady 27th   Hickory Match     Hunstanton  Nigel Notley  
Friday 29th   Scottish Hickory Championship   Scotscraig  Ian Hislop  
Saturday 30th  Strokeplay Competition   Yes Monifieth (Ashludie) Ian Hislop 

June 
Wednesday 10th   Wimbledon 150th Triangular Hickory Match   London Scottish  Cliff Weight 
Saturday 27th   Hickory Match / BGCS / WH / R & A  Walton Heath G C Philip Truett 

July 
Friday 3rd   Annual Match v MacKenzie Society  Yes Cavendish  Richard Atherton 
Wednesday 15th  open Championship Meeting  Yes Monifieth (Medal) Ian Hislop

August 
Sat./Sun. 1st/2nd   Swedish Hickory Championship   Flommen  Patric Andersson 
Sunday 2nd   York 125th     York   John Pearson TBC
Tuesday 11th   Captain's Day     Huntercombe   Alan Henderson  
Wednesday 12th   Hickory Match v Senior Golfers' Society  Woking   Clive Mitchell 
Thursday 27th   Hickory match vs. Trentham   Trentham             Bill Druce  TBC
Aug or Sept ?????  Midlands Summer/Autumn Meeting Yes TBC   Ian Spann 

September
Friday4th   Scotland v England Hickory Match   Hirsel  John Pearson / Ian Hislop  
Saturday 5th   German Hickory Championship   Baden-Baden                       Christoph Meister  
Tuesday 8th   North Scottish Autumn Meeting  Yes Forfar   Hamish Ewan  
Thursday 10th   Hickory match vs. Goodwood & James Braid Society Goodwood  Geoff Bleasby  
Sept or oct ??  Hickory Match     Clapham Common John Hawkins  
Sept or oct ??  BGCS v PGA Hickory Match   Walton Heath  John Hawkins 

October
Thursday 1st  GB & Ireland vs. Rest of World   Rye   Nigel Notley 
Friday 2nd   English Hickory Championship   Rye   Nigel Notley 
Saturday 3rd   Wildernesse 125th     Wildernesse  Tony Hunt 
Sunday 4th   Hickory Match vs. Worplesdon   Worplesdon                 Robin Shuker TBC 
25-27th    Hickory Grail - Europe vs. uSA   Baltusrol      Nigel Notley / John Crow Miller 

Provisional Calendar 2015
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Whilst learning the dark arts of ball making, the Dunn twins 
were able to fine tune their already considerable golfing skills in 
their free time. David Stirk1 states that it is inconceivable that 
the twins didn’t learn about club making from their neighbours  
the Goulays and in-laws the McEwans, at this time, and it would 
indeed seem most likely that this happened. The Dunn’s reputa-
tion as players was extremely high, specialists at matchplay and 
especially in foursomes,  they were considered almost unbeat-
able. The famous £400 challenge match against Morris and 
Robertson is but one of many high stake matches they played 

The Dunn Dynasty

Iain Forrester 
looks at the lesser known heroes of the expasion of Scotland’s game

When one thinks of the great Scottish ambas-
sadors of golf , the names of Morris and Park 
immediately spring to mind. This article 
takes a look at a much overlooked family , the 

Dunn’s of Musselburgh. A family that within three generations 
totally revolutionised the game of golf.

The first generation of golfing Dunns is that of Willie Dunn 
(1821-78) and James (Jamie) Dunn (1821-1871), the famous 
ttwins born in Musselburgh in 1821.(see Figs 1 and 2) The sons 
of  plasterer ,Willie and Jamie, came in contact with the game of 
golf as young apprentices to the Gourlay ball making family at 
Bruntsfield links. Their golfing ability was quickly noticed, and 
they moved  back to Musselburgh after a five year apprentice-
ship .Golf in Musselburgh was booming at this time and the 
Dunn family name would be synonymous with the town forever 
after.

Fig 1 Willie  Dunn (1821-1878) Fig 2 James (Jamie) Dunn (1821- ??)
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in. They both had a reputation as excellent ball strikers, (many 
said better than their contemporaries) but their attacking style 
meant that strokeplay was less suited to their games and neither 
player won the open. This omission to their playing records 
is certainly one of the reasons that they remained less known 
than their contemporaries. It is likely that the much over used 
term ‘best player never to have won The open’ was uttered with 
them in mind.

Before 1850 if you worked as an professional/keeper of the 
green, you had to work in Scotland. In 1851, when the 30 year old 
Willie, became keeper of the greens at Blackheath2, he became 
the first Scottish professional to seek fame and fortune over 
the border. This single act opened the floodgates for the tens of 
thousands of Scottish professionals who followed his example. 
Jamie joined his brother in 1853 and the twins remained at the 
club until 1864. one of the early influential acts of Willie was 
designing the first golf course on the continent of Europe at Pau 
in 18563. This would prove a prophetic act that would influence 
the future generations of the Dunn family for years to come. 
Although not well-known as a course designer he was thought 
to have laid out the first seven holes of the Wimbledon common 
course in the early 1860s4. 

Both twins were accomplished club makers making hand-
made longnose clubs in the style of McEwan with the stamping 
W&J Dunn. Surprisingly few of their clubs have survived, Stirk5 

claimed that this was because the clubs may not have been of 
top quality but in my opinion the reason  has more to do with  

the rough conditions on the gravel-strewn course at Blackheath.  
Willie was also one of the claimants to the title of the inventor of 
the Guttie in circa 1848, and Blackheath’s proximity to a rubber 
plant would have certainly given him a competitive advantage 
in the later production of Guttie balls. Jamie had the foresight to 
purchase a collection of very ancient clubs from a sailor whilst 
at Blackheath and they are now prized possessions of the club, 
displayed in their excellent museum. Whilst at Blackheath, 
Willie had two sons Tom and Willie Jnr, and the family moved 
back to Musselburgh and North Berwick after leaving England 
in 1864. After Jamie’s death in 1871, Willie continued making 
clubs until his death in 1878.

The Second Generation,
Tom (1849–1902) and Willie Jnr (1865–1952)
The second generation consisted of Tom (see Fig 3)and Willie 
Jnr  Possibly inspired by his father’s experiences and his own 
childhood in London, Tom Dunn (see Fig 3) became first 
full-time professional at the London Scottish Golf Club in 
18696. During his time there he took on his sixteen year old 
younger brother Willie Jnr as an apprentice. Tom also worked 
for a period at Westward Ho before settling in the south-east 
of England. It is said of Tom that he was too intelligent for his 
own good, he had difficulty socialising with other colleagues as 
his interests were more varied and intellectual than those of his 
contemporaries. It is not known what schooling Tom enjoyed, 
but the considerable sums of money he spent allowing his own 

Fig 3 Tom Dunn (1849-1902) Fig 4 Jamie Dunn 
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children to enjoy a private education shows the importance 
education was to him. Tom was married to Isabella Gourlay in 
1870, Isabella was a member of the famous ball making family 
where Tom’s father had served his apprenticeship 

Tom’s business acumen was considerable, he himself was an 
accomplished club maker, and good player but his real passion 
was designing new golf courses. He claimed to have built over 
140 courses7 Their style was at best, rudimentary, penal cross 
bunkering and pill box tees were his signature features, but his 
business strategy seemed to be one of creating new markets for 
members of his family to exploit. Every new course that he built 
gave him the first chance to sell his golf clubs at that location 
or to put forward other members of the family as potential 
professionals. Tom followed his father’s example of exporting 
golf into Europe, he designed many courses in France and other 
countries, co-designing some with his brother and his children. 
Many courses attributed to Tom, were also claimed in later years 
by his sons John Duncan and Seymour. Dinard (France) being 
an example, the club states that the course was designed by Tom, 
but John Duncan claims it as his own work in his 1941 book8. 
It is probable that when enquires for Tom’s services were made 
he was either too busy or unwell, that he would send  one of 
the boys to do the work instead. Poor health (probably TB)9 
brought him to Biarritz in 1887/8, a course he co-designed with 
his younger brother Willie Jnr, and this project would have 
profound consequences for golf ’s expansion around the world.

Willie Dunn, (see Fig 4) just like his brother Willie, worked 

for a short period at Westward Ho, but poor health brought him 
to France and he stayed for six years in Biarritz. During this 
stay he met Henry Vanderbilt, an extremely wealthy American,.
Vanderbilt persuaded his new friend to move to America in 
1893, initially to Shinnecock Hills10. 

Willie’s education and charisma meant that he was able to 
quickly become one of the most influential people in American 
golf. Almost all golf clubs sold before 1900 in the New York area 
went through the hands of Willie Jnr11. Most of the early clubs 
(pre 1902) came from Tom’s factory, but he was not adverse to 
importing clubs of other well-known makers. As a player he 
won the first uS open in 1894, and finished second in the first 
uS open organised by the uSGA a year later in 1895. Willie 
designed almost 40 courses during his career, with his expan-
sion of Shinnecock Hills being amongst the most notable. 

Willie’s business acumen was legendary, he did not limit 
himself to typical activities associated with golf professional, 
during his career he was director of the Bridgestone Gun 
Implement Company, Crawford, MacGregor and Canby Co. 
of Dayton, ohio. and Spalding12. He was a well-known club 
designer his one-piece wood was probably the best known, but 
was only one of many patent that he registered. Willie’s influ-
ence in kick-starting golf in the uS was extremely significant. 
He has been recognised by America’s foremost historians as a 
key figure, who’s place in their golf history is assured.

Fig 5 John Duncan Dunn (1874-1952)

He eventually retired to 
England and died in 1952, 
being survived by his son 
Dick, a fine amateur player 
who played for England 
against Ireland in 1928.

The Third Generation. 
John Duncan (1874–1951), 
Gourlay (1878–1920) and 
May(1880–1948) Seymour 
(1882– 1959), Norah (1886-?)
Although Willie Jnr’s son 
Dick had a distinguished 
amateur golf career he did 
not significantly add to the 
family’s golfing empire. Tom’s 
children, John Duncan, 
Gourlay, Seymour, May and 
Norah all enjoyed long and 
influential careers in and 
outside of golf. 

John Duncan Dunn 
(see Figs 5 and 6) led a full 
and varied life within golf 
and outside. Born in North 
Berwick he was sent by his 
father to one of Scotland’s 
premier schools, Clydesdale Fig 6 John Duncan Dunn.
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College in Hamilton. His intellectual abilities were sufficient for 
him to be accepted to study medicine at Edinburgh university13, 
but the call of the links and the family tradition were too strong 
and he decided on a career within golf. He was sent to Europe 
at a young age,  France’s second oldest club, Dinard, was one 
of his first projects. In the early 1890’s he was summoned to 
The Hague, were he helped to layout the first golf course in the 
Netherlands. His classical education and ability to speak both 
French and Latin helped him to deal with the aristocratic Dutch 
gentlemen with whom he was dealing. Although never on an 
equal footing with them, his standing was far above that of a 
typical uneducated Scottish emigrant. He stayed and helped 
with the formation of The Hague as an official golf club until 
1894, before being hired by two other clubs to design their 
courses as well. At one of these, the Doornsche, he became the 
club’s first professional staying there for about a year. He clearly 
enjoyed this challenge as he mentioned it in one of his books 
published in 194114. John Duncan was well-known for his skills 
as a bagpiper and he often walked the heather fairways of the 
Doornsche playing the bagpipes for the members (see Fig5). 
In 1895 he returned to his father’s business in Bournemouth as 
a full partner, before joining his uncle in America a year later.

In America John Duncan took over many of the positions 
held by his uncle, working for BGI as a manager and club 
designer. He also became the manager of the famous Fifth 
Avenue golf store owned by Crawford, MacGregor and Canby 
Co of Dayton, ohio, and ran de largest golf school in America 
(employing twenty-fourleading professionals). He moved to 
Florida in about 1900 and was important in promoting the State 
as a winter golf location. He became manager of the Florida 
Golf Association and whilst in this post saw his wife win the 
association’s Ladies’ Championship. He designed several qual-
ity  golf courses during his career in America including the 
renowned Ekwanock GC in Vermont and Bel–Air in Florida.15)

He returned to the uK for a short period in 1906, running 
the British Golf Company. Controversially he introduced the 
practice of drop forging, something that did not make him 
popular with traditional club makers. At this time he was also 
quick to capitalise on the success of the Schenectady putter that 
was used by his friend Walter Travis, when winning the amateur 
in 1904. Applying to be reinstated as an amateur JD returned to 
France to become  Secretary of Societe d’ Hardelot G.C  for a 
short period, before returning to the States where he returned 
to life as a journalist, author and professional golfer. After WWI 
he became the professional to the Los Angeles Country Club, 
teaching many of Hollywood’s finest.  John Duncan continued 
to play the bagpipes  in a pipe band in California and wrote six 
well-received golf books, (The ABC of Golf and Natural Golf  
being the best known). John Duncan married into the wealthy 
Wilshire family and taught at the Wilshire Driving Range in 
California from 1930 onwards.16

 (William) Gourlay Dunn is probably the least well known 
of Tom’s boys, he spent a short time as a professional and was a 
proficient player. He helped his brother, John ,run their Mitcham 

workshop in 1893 and 1894 as his brother was often abroad in 
Europe at that time. He probably joined the new family business 
T Dunn and Sons in Bournemouth in 1895. Gourlay gave up life 
as a professional and re-acquired his amateur status, he moved 
into publishing and married the daughter of Robert Chambers 
jnr (a successful Edinburgh publisher). Such a  marriage into a 
society family, for an artisan’s son would probably have raised 
a few eyebrows at this time. Gourlay emigrated to Canada and 
changed his name to Chambers and this is the reason that his 
late history is not easily researched. After returning to England 
at the start of the Great War he joined the RAF, dying at the age 
of 46 in France in 1920.17 one can only guess why he changed 
his name, but the stigma of coming from an artisan background 
may have been one of the reasons.

(Isabella ) May Dunn was a colourful character, just like her 

Seymour Dunn, Author. (1882-1959)

the dunn dynasty
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mother she was well-known as one the finest ladies golfers of her 
generation. one of the first lady professionals her name is still 
revered in America today. May had the nickname of Queenie, 
she picked up this nickname whilst working as a governess to 
a noble European family in Germany in 1896. This post was 
probably arranged by a family member whilst they were work-
ing in Europe, and shows that she too most have had a good 
education. May moved to America in the early 1900s becoming 
only the second ladies professional there. She wrote regularly 
for the New York Herald and became America’s first female 
course architect  when she designed two courses in Nevada in 
1916.(Reno and  Tahoe City Golf Course). May retired from golf 
shortly after marrying into a wealthy brewing family becoming 
Mrs May Dunn Hufel and moving to New York.

 Seymour Dunn (see Fig) followed the family tradition at 
a young age, moving to Europe and designing several courses 
in France and Belgium before the age of twenty. He designed 
and became professional at several  clubs which would rank 
amongst Europe’s most prestigious, Golf de Paris, Royal 
Brussels, oostende and Knokke. His ability as an architect 
was considerable, his designs were a great improvement on his 
father’s work, both oostende and Royal Brussels have stood 
the test of time. Seymour followed his uncle Willie and brother 
John Duncan to America in the early 1900s, he established 
himself as the professional at Lake Placid (a course that he also 
designed) and became extremely well respected. other courses 
he designed in America included Rochester (1925) and  Saranac 
Inn Golf and Country Club. As a well-educated man he wrote 
many articles for newspapers and wrote several golf books, his 

cornerstone book Golf Fundamentals (1921) is considered to be 
one of the most influential books ever written.  Players as Gene 
Sarazen, Walter Hagen and Jim Barnes18 all based their swing 
theory on Dunn’s book and although he only admitted to it late 
in his life Ben Hogan used a lot of Seymour’s  ideas in his own 
cornerstone book The Modern Fundamentals of Golf. Hogan’s 
most famous image in the book (the swing underneath a pane of 
glass set at an angle) can be found in Seymour’s  book published 
more than 35 years earlier(see Fig ??). At the end of his book 
Seymour also published a beautifully made custom fitting chart, 
this copyrighted idea (1921) was the earliest known attempt to 
standardise the process of custom fitting. (See Fig )It would be 
another 50 years before PING would come up with a similar 
system (their colour code custom fitting chart). Seymour had 
two sons who became successful club professionals in America, 
continuing this family golfing line into the 1960s.

Norah Dunn, the youngest of the family, followed her sister 
to America and worked there as a professional. She worked 
at several courses including Reno GC, the course her sister 
designed in Nevada.

It is interesting to note in the introductions to their books 
both Seymour and John Duncan invariably published their 
family tree. They didn’t start the tree with their grand-parents 
but with their mother’s family, the Gourlays. Both claimed (as 
their father Tom did) that the first generation of the ball making 
family was ball maker and teacher of golf to King James the 6th 

(and occasionally the 5th) of Scotland. This story must have been 
told to them by their mother Isabella at the family table, and 
although no proof of this early royal connection has yet been 

Fig  Dunn clubs - Willie Dunn (North Berwick?) playclub stamped Wm Dunn. c1875; Dunn brothers, Mitcham, smooth face cleek 
c1893, T Dunn and son, Bournemouth, scare neck transitional brassie c1895; Willie Dunn Jnr, New York, smooth face lofter. c1900; , 

British Golf Company (run by JD Dunn) Schenectady  putter c1906

Schenectady  putter
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found that does not mean that it cannot be true. Whatever the 
truth, it certainly was an excellent marketing tool for the family.
The Legacy
one cannot under estimate the significant contribution made 
to golf by the three well-known generations of the Dunn family. 
Each generation was able to capitalise on the work of the previ-
ous one. Without their pioneering spirit golf outside of Scotland 
would look very different than it does today. Innovative and 
successful in all aspects of the game, (as players, architects, 
club and ball makers, teachers and journalists) their contribu-
tion to the development of the game has been both huge and 
underappreciated.

I am myself, as a golf professional making my living abroad, 
thankful for their inspirational example. They led the way for the 
tens of thousands of young British professionals who followed 
inadvertently creating a billion dollar worldwide industry. Their 
ability to, within three generations, move up the social ladder, 
by investing in educating themselves, was unique at the time 
and has served as an example to many who followed.

The author would like to acknowledge the huge amount 
of research carried out by Douglas Seaton, his work was 
both a valuable source of information and cross-referencing 
opportunity.
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The chart below is included to show the extent of Seymour Dunn’s custom fitting skills in 1921. You may not be able to read it.
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The Gourlays - Origins and History Part II

Mungo Park
continues his insight to the ballmaking dynasty

Douglas Gourlay moved from St Andrews to 
Bruntsfield Links in 1780, as discussed in the 
first part of this profile (TTG September 2014), 
exchanging his weaving loom for ball-maker’s 

tools. His son William and his son-in-law Peter McEwan were 
the official suppliers of balls and clubs to the Bruntsfield Links 
Golfing Society. His grandsons John, William and Douglas jnr 
were all ball makers. of these only John Christian Gourlay took 
the family business to its final location in Musselburgh.

John Christian Gourlay was born in Bruntsfield in 1815, the 
third generation of professional ball-makers in his family. His 
grandfather Douglas had moved from St Andrews to Bruntsfield 
in 1880, and John’s father William Snr had continued to build 
the business there. He trained three of his sons in the same 
trade; a fourth became a gunsmith. As the population grew, 
Bruntsfield became congested and in 1843 John moved down 
the coast to Musselburgh. It was an opportune move, for in 
the next five years two events took place which transformed 
Musselburgh’s position in the golfing world. In 1847 the railway 
came to the town, and at about the same time Gutta Percha 
made its appearance.i ultimately the two events provided 
Edinburgh golfers with a more accessible game, a cheaper ball 
with which to play, and a safe location where they could do so. 
John Gourlay was at the centre of the town’s golfing expansion. 

on the 10th April 1843 John, described in the oPR (old 
Parish Record) as ‘a Golf ball maker’, residing by then in 
Musselburgh, married Jessie Robertson of 42 Bruntsfield Links, 
in St Cuthbert’s Church, Edinburgh. John Gourlay was tenant 
of the Race Stand and Keeper of the Green. As golf increased 
in importance, and the Edinburgh clubs moved down to play 
on the links, the Race Stand became an early clubhouse and 
meeting place; it may have become known as ‘Golf House’. John, 
as far as the records show, retained the tenancy until his death 
in 1869. 
John and Jessie’s son was born in March 1844. They named him 
William, in memory of John’s father and of his brother, who 
had died that January; cruelly the baby also died in December 
of the same year. The death was registered by John in Inveresk 
(Musselburgh), and is the first indication of his move to the 
town. What became of Jessie Gourlay, John’s wife is unknown. 
No record of her death has been found, but five years later 

John is again mentioned in the oPR. A curiously judgmental 
entry in the Inveresk and Musselburgh parish register reveals 
John as the father of three children with Mary Innes; Charles 
(b 1849), Isabella (b 1852) and Samuel (b 1854).ii They are all 
clearly described in the record as ‘illegitimate’. Mary had been 
married to James Muir, a sawyer in 1821; her husband had been 
alive in 1834 when he registered the birth of their son James, 
but had died by 1855, when Mary is described on her own death 
certificate as a widow. Whether he died before Mary met John 
Gourlay or after, it appears that the couple never formalized 
what must have been a long-lasting relationship. Curiously, 
apart from the registration of their three children’s birth, there 
is no other record of John and Mary to be found. They and their 
children are absent from the 1851 census, although John’s sister 
Janet Gourlay is living at ‘Golf House’, Musselburgh in 1850. 
Nevertheless, by 1853 John seems to have established himself in 
employment with the Musselburgh Golf Club (not Royal until 
1876) for his position was confirmed and regularized that year, 
as the club minute book states, 

‘The Secretary was desired to intimate to Gourlay that after 
October his salary for cutting the holes would be two pounds 
two shillings per annum and that he was on no occasion to 
allow any person to cut holes on the Links except himself.’ 

He was also appointed to look after MGC members’ boxes for 
an annual salary of five guineas.

When Mary Muir (Innes) died in Musselburgh in 1855, the 
year after the couple’s son Samuel was born, they were living 
in the Race Stand as husband and wife. Two years later, in 1857, 
John married his third wife, Eliza (Thomson). By that time his 
was a prominent name in the world of golf, both as an excep-
tional player and a first class ball-maker. He was therefore the 
natural choice when the Earl of Eglinton proposed the laying 
out of the first Irish course at the Curragh, and John stayed 
in Ireland for much of the time between March 1858 and June 
1859.iii

In the 1861 census the Gourlay family is once again listed in 
Musselburgh. John and his wife Eliza (Thomson) are there 
with his three children (by Mary Innes), Charles (11), Isabella 
(9) and Samuel (7), and their own daughter Helen (2), born in 

the gourlays
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1859.iv They are living at ‘Golf House’, a title given confusingly 
to a number of properties in the town over the years. on the 
census record sheet in 1861 this appears next to ‘Gas Works 
Lodge’, which suggests that it overlooked the west end of the 
Links. By 1869, when John died in the ‘Golf Club House, Links, 
Musselburgh’ the only purpose-built clubhouse to have been 
built there would have been the new clubhouse (1868) of the 
Honourable Company of Edinburgh Golfers. Clearly the ‘Golf 
House’ in which he stayed in the 1861 census pre-dated this, and 
it is probable that he had continued to live in the Race Stand 
as ‘Keeper of the Green’. It is known to have been used previ-
ously as a clubhouse and for early meetings. From the minutes 
of the Royal Musselburgh GC and the Honourable Company’s 
records, it was first tenanted by Thomas Alexander, the golfer 
and ballmaker (‘Race Stand Attendant’ 1836) and later by 
William Doleman Snr (1841). of the four clubs that ultimately 
had premises in Links Place, The Musselburgh Golf Club did 
not open its own clubhouse on Links Place until 1874, the year 
of Musselburgh’s first open. The Royal Burgess Golfing Society 
of Edinburgh eventually moved permanently from Bruntsfield 
to Links Place in the same year (1874). The Bruntsfield Links 
Golfing Society did not build its Links Place clubhouse until 
1886.v In the 1871 census after John’s death, Eliza Gourlay is 
still to be found at Golf House, where she seems to have taken 
over her husbands stewardship, with three of the children, 
her mother and two female servants; she is described there as 
‘Housekeeper’. v1

John Gourlay was a fine player of the game and an outward-
going character, much in demand as a master of ceremonies for 
the raucous and hard drinking club dinners of the time. Born 
in 1815, his was the generation before Willie Park Snr (born in 
1834); Gourlay’s contemporaries would have included among 
others Thomas Alexander, Tom Hood, William Doleman 
Snr and perhaps even James Park, Willie’s father, reputedly 
a keen golfer. Gourlay seems to have had sufficient authority 
and confidence in the management of the Links to modify the 
course, apparently without sanction, as a reference in the Royal 
Musselburgh GC history makes clear,

‘in consequence of an alteration having been made by 
Gourlay of the number of holes in the green, viz ten holes 
in place of eight and that without the sanction of the 
Musselburgh Club. . . .instructed the Secretary to write to 
Gourlay to that effect, also to the officer of the Club to make 
the holes in the usual way. . .’

Little is known about John’s children after 1881, apart from his 
daughter Isabella. There appears a William Gourlay, a club and 
ball-maker is listed in Musselburgh in the 1881 census. He is 19. 
He is referred to in a marginal note as ‘Dumb’,vii but no further 
record of him has been found and it is not known whether he 
was related in any way; he would have been the same age, to the 
year, as John’s daughter Isabella.  

As mentioned in the first part of this family profile, the Gourlay 
and the McEwan family lines had joined in Bruntsfield, when 
John Gourlay’s aunt Jean (William’s sister) had married Peter 
McEwan. The golfing gene-pool was further augmented when 
John’s daughter Isabella married Tom Dunn, the son of Willie 
Dunn Snr, in 1870.viii By the turn of the century, three of golf ’s 
most famous families, McEwans, Gourlays and Dunns, all from 
Musselburgh, were closely related. Tom and Isabella moved to 
Wimbledon, where Tom set up his workshop, but he returned 
to North Berwick ‘the Biarritz of the North’, where he had 
started his professional life, and trained many club makers. 
After a brief trip to Biarritz itself in 1887 to visit his younger 
brother Willie Dunn, and another in 1889 for health reasons, 
the family eventually moved again to London (Tooting Bec), 
where Tom was responsible for the design of many of the early 
courses round London and in the south-east. Their children 
John Duncan Dunn,ix William Gourlay Dunn, Isabella May 
Gourlay Dunn (‘Queenie’), Seymour Gourlay Dunn and Norah 
E Dunn, the great great grandchildren of Douglas Gourlay Snr, 
the St Andrews weaver, all successfully pursued the professional 
game, as players and course architects in America and Europe.x

Conclusion
John Gourlay is often regarded as the most prominent 
member of the family in the history of golf, perhaps because 
of his association with Musselburgh at the beginning of its 
rise to prominence. He is sometimes mistakenly credited as 
the originator of ‘the Gourlay’ which became synonymous 
with the best of ‘featheries’, but it was Douglas Gourlay, his 
grandfather, and his son William (John’s father), who had first 
created this reputation. Through his own work and the marriage 
of his children, Douglas Gourlay Snr created a line of golfing 
ability that embraced all aspects of the game. Six generations 
of his direct descendants, Gourlays, Dunns and McEwans 
contributed to golf as professional players, club and ball mak-
ers, green-keepers, golf club architects and club servants. His 
family was pivotal in two of the early centres of golf, Edinburgh 
and Musselburgh; although it is now certain that the Gourlays’ 
original skills stemmed from St Andrews, where the family 
may well have engaged in the making of golf balls before 1780 
– possibly in association with the Robertsons, with whom they 
were closely associated. It is possible, but as yet un-proven, that 
the Gourlays came from Goirle, as suggested by Bob Gowland 
and Robin Bargmann. Indeed Douglas Gourlay’s origins in St 
Andrews make this more likely, as it is also known that Gourlays 
arrived in the area as early as 1175. The Gourlays and McEwans 
in Bruntsfield  provided the best quality equipment for the 
growing number who could afford to play. They made many 
of the artefacts that are coveted today by discerning collec-
tors. Douglas Gourlay’s commercial success and the strength 
of his alliance with the McEwans played a significant part in 
the expansion of the game throughout Scotland and abroad. 
Eventually the names of Gourlay, McEwan and Dunn were to 
be found as active leaders of the game, not only in Scotland, 
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but in England, France, Belgium, Holland and America. These 
families, as with others of lesser fame, followed the opportu-
nities for a better life that golf offered. Douglas Gourlay Snr, 
the weaver and ball-maker from St Andrew’s, deserves to be 
considered among the founding fathers of early golf. His was a 
far-reaching contribution.
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notes on the Gourlays of St Andrews extend from 1400 to 1888.’ Bob 
Gowland and Robin Bargmann in their article on the development 
of the golf ball (TTG Sept 2014) position the links between the 
Flemings and the development of early golf. The link between the 
Gourlay family mentioned and Goirle, whence it is known golf balls 
were exported, is as yet un-proven. This is one of the subjects of 
Robin’s continuing research.
It is a curious aside that Jean Gourlay, who had a twin sister back to 
Scotland from France, for which he was granted land at Kincraig, 
off Elie, in Kilconquar parish . . . . He is thought to have been the 
progenitor of all the Gourlays in Scotland. The lands he was granted 
included Kincraig, off Elie, in Kilconquhar parish . . . . . notes on the 
Gourlays of St Andrews extend from 1400 to 1888.' Bob Gowland 
and Robin Bargmann in their article on the development of the 
golf ball (TTG Sept 2014) posit the links between the Flemings and 
the development of early golf. The link between the Gourlay family 
mentioned and Goirle, whence it is known golf balls were exported, 
is as yet un-proven. This is one of the subjects of Robin’s continuing 
research.

The following notes were omitted from the first part of this 
profile; they are now included for completeness: -
1 ‘Early days of organized golf ’ refers to the period between 1744 
and 1848, from the publication of the first Rules of Golf to the 
introduction of the gutta percha ball.
2 Evidence for Stirling as James McEwan’s origin are limited to the 
interview with Peter McEwan, that his great grandson carried out for 
John Anderson, the Musselburgh solicitor and Honorary Secretary 
of Mortonhall GC, published in ‘Golf ’ in 1896 and re-printed in TTG 
issues March,  June and December 1999.
3 David Robertson the father of Allan was the agent for McEwan in 
St Andrews – source, John Anderson article as above, reprinted in 
TTG March 1999 page 9.
4 The McEwans only ever went once to St Andrews – source John 
Anderson article, as above, reprinted in TTG June 1999 page 11.
5 Reasons for weaving and ball/club making to be associated; source, 
‘Tom Morris – The  Colossus of Golf ’ Peter Crabtree and David 
Malcolm Chapter. Pages 7 - 8
vii (text) The date of Douglas Gourlay’s death is not found in the 
oPR but a report in the deaths section of the Edinburgh Gazette has 
been found for october 1819.
7 Peter McEwan and William Gourlay as official suppliers to 
Bruntsfield Links GS; They are recorded in The Edinburgh Almanack 
within a notice for the ‘Burntsfield Links Golfing Society’ of the time.
8 Tom and Isabella’s son, John Duncan Dunn was a noted golf course 
architect in the uSA - mentioned in Tom MacWood’s article ‘The 
Early Golf Architects: Beyond Old Tom’  http://www.golfclubatlas.com

John Gourlay 1815-1869

___________________________
Wanted

Web site Administrator for BGCS Website 

Dick Durran has expressed a wish to retire from being the 
BGCS web site administrator no later than the time of our next 
Annual General Meeting on  the 25th of April 2015 

The volunteer for this important role in the Society does 
need to have some I.T. skills and to be good communicator. Dick 
will be happy to give some initial instruction to the candidate 
but more importantly he will be backed up by Chris Eardley, the 
designer of our web site.  

All applications for this vacancy, which carries a small hono-
rarium, should be made to Bob Fletcher, the BGCS Secretary.
For details see Membership Directory
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A Famous Rules Incident in 1907

Michael Sheret  
on a ruling in the Australian Open that caused controversy and bitterness and jolted the ruling bodies into making some changes.

The Australian open has been played since 1904 and 
is Australia’s most prestigious tournament. Its pres-
tige probably peaked in the 1960s and 1970s. With 
the introduction of jet air travel it was an attractive 

proposition for the leading international players during the off 
season in the northern hemisphere. Today, with the extended 
season of the PGA tour in America and the growth of the 
European tour and other regional or national tours, the prestige 
of the Australian open on the international scene has declined 
somewhat. Yet it must give recent winners much pleasure to see 
their name on the trophy next to the names of Gene Sarazen, 
Bobby Locke, Peter Thomson, Gary Player, Kel Nagle, Jack 
Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer, Greg Norman, Tom Watson and other 
greats of the game.

Australian Open 1907
The 1907 Australian open was held at the Royal Melbourne 
Golf Club. As was the custom at the time, the host club ran 
the tournament and therefore supplied the Match and Greens 
Committees. on the 12th hole of the final day the eventual 
winner, Michael Scott, unwittingly broke a Rule. A literal 
interpretation of that Rule would have led to his immediate dis-
qualification and given the title to runner-up Dan Soutar. The 
Match Committee, however, did not disqualify Scott and his 
name and score are inscribed for evermore on the Stonehaven 
Cup ‘1907 HoN. M. SCoTT 318’ Thus began a saga of dispute 
and bitterness.

unfortunately, the records of Royal Melbourne covering the 
incident have not survived. To get any sort of detail of what 
happened on that day, Friday the 27th of September 1907, the 
best sources of information are the contemporary newspaper 
reports. Three newspapers, all dated Saturday the 28th of 
September 1907, give narrative accounts of the play on the last 
day and the rules incident that occurred. The Argus (page 16), 
Melbourne based, and the Sydney Morning Herald (page 10) are 
pretty much word for word the same and clearly come from the 
same source. The Adelaide Advertiser (page 11) reported inde-
pendently from the other two and is different in one important 
matter, namely the placement of the tee markers on the 12th hole 
on the final day.

Two official histories1 of Royal Melbourne cover the year 
1907. In the Foreword to the Ellis History the Club Captain, 
Rupert G Kiddle, confirms that the records for that year  have 
not survived: 

‘unhappily, the most useful records, i.e. the Minutes of the 
Council and General Meetings for the first eighteen years of 
the Club’s existence have been lost’ i.e. 1891 - 1909/11. 

With regard to the 1907 open, there is just one sentence on page 
54 and the much discussed rules incident receives no mention:
 

‘He [Michael Scott] won the open Championship of Australia 
in 1904 (the year in which the contest was first held) and 
repeated his success in 1907, beating strong fields, including 
the best professionals.’

The Johnson History describes the rules incident on page 71. The 
placement of the tee markers and the sandbox is not described 
in as much detail as the newspaper reports. It is not clear what 
the author’s source of information was, but the description fits 
the account given in the Adelaide Advertiser.

The Tee Markers
A common way to define the tee in 1907 was by having the sand 
box (used for fashioning the players’ tees) as one tee marker and 
a second marker specifically designed as such. An innovation 
was introduced for the 1907 open at the suggestion of Michael 
Scott, who was a member of Royal Melbourne. His proposal, 
that there would be two tee markers and that the sand box 
would be placed to the side and would play no part in defining 
the tee, was accepted. He presented the tee markers to the Club, 
insisting that the two tee markers be black even though the 
Committee would have preferred white as a more visible colour.

The 1907 open was played over 72 holes, 36 holes on the first 
day and 36 holes on the second day. Because of wear and tear 
on the tees, the tee markers were moved to fresh positions for 
the second day. The Adelaide Advertiser states that the sand box 
was usually placed just to the left of the two tee markers. It goes 
on to say that on the 12th hole on the second day the box was 
inexplicably placed about six yards to the left of the markers. 
During the third round coming to the tee from the left side 
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Scott failed to see the right tee marker and played his ball from 
between the sand box (on his left) and the left tee marker (on 
his right). He therefore inadvertently broke a rule by teeing off 
from outside the teeing area. The Sydney Morning Herald and 
The Argus give a different account. They state that the box was 
usually placed to the right of the markers. on the 12th hole the 
box was placed just to the left side of the markers. Presumably 
Scott failed to see the tee markers and played with the box on his 
right, again playing outside of the teeing area and inadvertently 
breaking a rule. His playing partner, Victor East, ‘right away’ 
informed Scott of his mistake.

Not quite knowing what to do Scott put another ball into 
play from the correct teeing position. When he saw that this 
second drive was better placed than his first, he decided that 
this gave him an undeserved advantage. He played his first ball 
and carried on.

The Rule
In 1907 the Rules of Golf2 generally referred to match play. 
Towards the back of the rule book there were Special Rules 
for Stroke Competitions. Special Rule #5 will seem to modern 
golfers unreasonably severe but it was quite clearly stated: ‘If a 
competitor play from outside the limits of the teeing-ground, the pen-
alty shall be disqualification.’  on the 12th hole Scott had broken the 
Rule and it would seem that he should have been disqualified.

There was, however, another general rule which was perti-
nent to the situation. Rule #36:

 ‘If a dispute arise on any point, the players have the right of 
determining the party or parties to whom it shall be referred, 
but should they not agree, either side may refer it to the Rules 
of Golf Committee, whose decision shall be final. If the point 
in dispute be not covered by the Rules of Golf, the arbiters 
must decide it by equity’.

 The point in dispute was covered by the Rules of Golf, so it could 
be argued that equity should not come into play. on the other 
hand, were there unique mitigating circumstances which could 
justify considerations of equity?

Mitigating Circumstances
Since Royal Melbourne has no surviving record one can only 
surmise about the circumstances the Royal Melbourne Match 
Committee took into consideration.
•	 The	Committee	was	at	fault	by	creating	a	confusion	
regarding the tee position.
•	 Scott	gained	no	advantage	by	inadvertently	driving	
from the side of the tee markers.
•	 An	unknown	number	of	unidentified	players	made	the	
same mistake.
•	 Without	the	penalty	Scott	finished	eight	strokes3 ahead 
of runner-up Soutar, and
•	 Scott	finished	twelve	strokes	ahead	of	nearest	amateur	
Clyde Pearce.

•	 The	Open	and	the	Amateur	Championship	were	run	
in conjunction.
•	 Scott	 would	 have	 been	 disqualified	 in	 both	
championships.
•	 There	may	have	been	some	doubt	as	to	when	exactly	
East noticed Scott’s mistake.

After due consideration the Match Committee of Royal 
Melbourne made the decision not to disqualify Scott, declared 
the results and closed the competition. The Advertiser quotes 
the ruling of the Match Committee:

 ‘The evidence goes to show that the distance from the tee 
box to the nearest disc was about the usual width of the tee, 
and the players were likely to be misled by the position of the 
tee box. The opinion of the Committee is that the tee was not 
as clearly marked as it should have been, and that the players 
were likely to be misled.’
 

This is clearly a case of invoking equity under 1907 Rule #36. 
No doubt Royal Melbourne was also influenced to make up 
for its own carelessness in marking the teeing area. The Rules 
of Golf, however, are quite complex. Where Rule #36 referred 
to the ‘Rules of Golf Committee’ with capital letters it would 
be referring to the R&A, not easy to contact in 1907 by simply 
picking up the telephone or sending an e-mail.

Dispute and Bitterness
Like many disputed rules incidents, the arguments continued 
long after the event. Three factors probably fomented the dis-
pute. Firstly, Royal Melbourne in Victoria making a debatable 
decision in favour of its own member against New South Wales 
Sydney-based golfer, Dan Soutar, brought out all the petty 
rivalry between Victoria and New South Wales or, more pre-
cisely, between Melbourne and Sydney. Secondly, Scott was an 
amateur and Soutar was a professional. Thirdly, there was a huge 
class divide between the two men. Scott was minor aristocracy 
and was generally referred to as the Hon. Michael Scott. Soutar’s 
background as a carpenter before turning professional golfer 
was less imposing.

The undisputed rules expert in NSW was W A Windeyer, 
a solicitor by profession and the Secretary of the NSW Golf 
Council (now Golf NSW). In a long letter on page 10 in the 
Sydney Morning Herald of the 18th of october 1907, he was 
quite scathing of the Royal Melbourne decision. As the point 
in dispute was covered by the Rules, the question of equity 
could not be invoked. He foresaw chaos in the game of golf if 
the rules were not strictly adhered to. In contrast to Windeyer 
the golf correspondent of The Argus, a Melbourne newspaper, 
on page 4 of the issue of the 30th September 1907 was scathing 
of the severity of the Rule stating that it might have been ‘framed 
originally by a severe Scottish theologian’ He opined that the Royal 
Melbourne decision was ‘in harmony with the true spirit of the 
sport, rather than the strict letter of the law”.

Dan Soutar was a great letter writer4 to his wife Annie while 
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he was travelling around Australia. The facsimile reproduced 
for this article is an extract from a letter written on the Saturday 
after the open. The letter shows clearly Soutar’s deep disap-
pointment with the result. It also illustrates a somewhat acerbic 
relationship between New South Wales and Victoria, or at least 
between NSW golfers and Royal Melbourne. sport, rather than 
the strict letter of the law.’

The Ruling from the R&A
Getting a ruling after the event from the R&A Rules of Golf 
Committee turned out to be a rather complicated affair. The 
R&A/RoGC archived minutes do not give much detail and 
correspondence received or sent over the relevant period has 
not been preserved. The minutes of the 3rd of December 1907 
acknowledge a query received from the Royal Melbourne Golf 
Club. on the 19th of December there would appear to be agree-
ment to send a ruling to Royal Melbourne. The RoGC had also 
received a query from D G Soutar and on the 21st of December 
they replied that they could consider a query only if it was sub-
mitted by a golf club. Much of the correspondence must have 
been by cable and Soutar must have turned to the Australian 
Golf Club in Sydney to act on his behalf. The minutes of the 2nd 
of January 1908 read:

 ‘ … a communication had been received from the Australian 
Golf Club bearing on the point at issue and disclosing fresh 
facts on the case.’

The minute goes on to say that RoGC will go back to Royal 
Melbourne and the Australian to submit a fresh case satisfac-
tory to both clubs. This would appear to be a situation where the 
answer to a question depends on how the question is framed.

Mashie-Niblick, the golf correspondent for the Sydney Mail, 
kept readers informed of the saga of getting a ruling from the 
R&A/RoGC. Mashie-Niblick’s account is consistent with the 
above R&A minutes. In the issue of the 25th of March 1908, page 
827, it is reported that Royal Melbourne declined to confer with 
the Australian Golf Club and Mashie-Niblick infers that Royal 
Melbourne is afraid of an adverse decision. Royal Melbourne’s 
declining would explain the R&A/RoGC minute of the 5th of 
May 1908 where they agree on separate answers to each club. 
(on the 1st of April 1908, page 889, Mashie-Niblick quotes an 
article in Golf Illustrated, which muddied the waters for their 
wide readership by reporting incorrectly that Scott played from 
in front of the tee markers). Then on the 8th of July 1908 Mashie-
Niblick quotes from the rulings received by the two clubs from 
the R&A/RoGC. There is no detail for the Australian except 
that Scott ‘should have been disqualified’. There is more detail 
on the reply to Royal Melbourne. The R&A/RoGC stressed that 
the position of the sandbox is irrelevant and only the position 
of the two tee markers count. 

‘The Rules of Golf Committee cannot come to the same 

conclusion as the committee of the Royal Melbourne Golf 
Club. They [R&A/RoGC] can see no reason why X [i.e. Scott] 
should not be disqualified for playing his tee shot outside the 
limits of the teeing ground”. 

There is a nice semantic situation in the two replies, assuming 
Mashie-Niblick quoted exactly. For the Australian ‘should have 
been disqualified’ implies that the Royal Melbourne decision 
could not be retrospectively changed. Taken in context the 
reply to Royal Melbourne does not necessarily require Royal 
Melbourne to change its decision.

Although the Rules of Golf in 1907 were not as specific as 
they are today regarding the powers of the committee control-
ling the competition, it is tempting to think that the R&A/RoGC 
in 1908 had the same view that they hold today, 
“ … any dispute or doubtful point on the Rules must be referred 
to the Committee [controlling the competition], whose decision 
is final.”(Rule #34-3).

 However, for the Rules coming into force on the 1st of 
January 1909 the R&A/RoGC again made its position clear. 
Before setting down the Special Rules for Stroke Competitions, 
the one word term Committee, as opposed to the R&A Rules of 
Golf Committee, is defined.

 ‘Wherever the word Committee is used in these Rules, it 
refers to the Committee in charge of the competition’. 

Special Rule #16 deals with disputes: 
‘If a dispute arise on any point it shall be decided by the 
Committee, whose decision shall be final, unless an appeal be 
made to the [R&A] Rules of Golf Committee, as provided for in 
Rule 36’. 

The wording for Rule #36 remained the same
 ‘ … either side may refer it [the disputed decision] to the 

[R&A] Rules of Golf Committee, whose decision shall be final.’
The R&A/RoGC in 1909 maintained its position as final 

arbiter of disputed decisions by a local committee. on this 
evidence there is little doubt that Royal Melbourne acted in 
defiance of the R&A and the Rules of Golf.

Scott and Soutar
Michael Scott and Dan Soutar came from very different back-
grounds and had very contrasting golfing careers. Johnson5 

gives a reasonably full account of Scott’s life. Scott was born 
in England in 1878, the youngest son of the Earl of Eldon. He 
learned his golf on the private course in the grounds of the fam-
ily home. He came to Australia in 1900 as a gentleman farmer 
and returned to Britain in 1911. In Australia he won the open 
twice and the Amateur Championship four times. He was the 
star of the Great Britain & Ireland Walker Cup team in 1924 and 
was playing Captain of the team in 1934. Also in 1934 he led a 
British team of amateur golfers to play against Australian golfers 
in what was hoped to become a regular ‘test match’ His crown-
ing achievement was to win the British Amateur Championship 
in 1933 just shy of his 55th birthday, still the oldest winner of the 
event.
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Soutar6 was born in Scotland in 1882 and learned his golf 
at Carnoustie. A carpenter by trade he came to Australia in 
1903 and won the Amateur Championship the same year. He 
turned professional when he went into partnership with fellow 
professional and friend from his Carnoustie days, Carnegie 
Clark. He won the Australian open in 1905 and was runner-up 
an astonishing seven times. He won the Australian PGA four 
times. Soutar had a very high reputation as a teacher of the 
game and was in great demand as a course designer. In 1911, 
dismayed at the way professionals were treated during the open 
in comparison to the amateurs, he became a founding member 
of the Australian PGA and served as its first President from 1911 
to 1919 and again in 19287.

The Royal Melbourne Decision: Right or Wrong?
opinions on the Royal Melbourne decision will forever be 
divided. Nevertheless, it is interesting to speculate on how a 
modern match committee would handle the dispute. A famous 
decision8 at the 2011 Augusta Masters has some parallels to the 
Royal Melbourne decision. At Augusta Tiger Woods unwittingly 
took an illegal drop and therefore played from a wrong place. 
The card he returned took no account of the two shot penalty. 
under a literal interpretation of the Rules, Tiger Woods would 
have been disqualified. There was a very unusual situation. 
The Masters Committee had decided, on the basis of their first 
inspection of a video recording, that the drop was not illegal 
and had accepted Woods’ card without discussing the situation 
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with him. Like the Royal Melbourne Committee, the Masters 
Committee was largely responsible for putting the player in an 
invidious situation. This produced mitigating circumstances 
and was a key factor in the decision not to disqualify Woods. 
While the modern Rules gave the Masters Committee more 
discretionary powers than in 1907, looking back to 1907 per-
haps the Royal Melbourne decision was not so bad after all, not 
within the letter of the law but arguably a just decision.

A Positive Outcome
Students of the Rules of Golf will undoubtedly regard the penalty 
in 1907 for playing from outside the teeing area during stroke 
play as unnecessarily harsh. They might also consider that the 
R&A had been a bit careless in formulating the Rule. It prob-
ably reflects the thinking at the time, that match play was what 
golf was about and stroke play was something of a side issue. 
undoubtedly strongly influenced by the Australian open dis-
pute, the R&A did the wise thing and changed the Rule. For the 
Rules of Golf coming into force on the 1st of January 1909, Rule #7 
under the heading Rules for Play in Stroke Competitions reads:

 ‘If at any hole a competitor play his first stroke from outside 
the limits of the teeing-ground, he shall count that stroke, tee 
a ball, and play his second stroke from within these limits. 
The penalty for a breach of this rule [i.e. failing to play the 
second stroke shall be disqualification].’

Endnotes
1 The History of the Royal Melbourne Golf Club, Vol I 1891 to 1941 
by A.D. Ellis, Robertson & Mullens, Melbourne, 1941. The Royal 
Melbourne Golf Club: A Centenary History by Joseph Johnson, 
RMGC, Melbourne, 1991.
2 The website <www.ruleshistory.com> has transcribed the Rules 
applicable in 1907, 1908 and 1909.
3 Some accounts, published long after the event, have runner-up 
Soutar only one stroke behind Scott. Whether this is simply 
a mistake or bias towards  Soutar’s cause is a matter for pure 
speculation. The three newspaper reports used for this article 
were written immediately after the event. They are consistent. The 
narratives in all three have Scott eight strokes ahead and the lists of 
final results have Scott on 318 strokes and Soutar on 326 strokes. The 
three newspapers were based in different cities: Melbourne, Sydney 
and Adelaide. As contemporary documents, they provide the only 
primary source evidence to be found.
4 The PGA in Australia: The first 100 years by Jim Webster, 
Phillip Mathews Book Publishers, Sydney, 2006. This book gives 
transcriptions of a selection of Soutar’s letters, which give a good 
picture of the life of a busy golf professional and course designer at 
that time in Australia. The copy in this article of the original letter is 
transcribed by Webster on pages 31 – 32. The Golf Museum in Sydney 
of the Australian Golf Heritage Society holds facsimiles of the letters.
5 op. Cit. 
6 Sydney Morning Herald, 1st December 1937, page 19. The Complete 

Book of Australian Golf by Terry Smith, Jack Pollard Pty Ltd, Sydney, 
1975. 
7 The PGA in Australia: The first 100 years by Jim Webster, Phillip 
Mathews Book Publishers, Sydney, 2006, Page 26.
8 The R&A and the uSGA issued a lengthy joint statement 
supporting the decision of the Masters Committee not to disqualify 
Woods. The full statement can be read at <http://www.usga.org/
news/2013/May/Statement-on-Tiger-Woods-Ruling-at-Masters/>. 
Essentially, the case for not disqualifying Woods was that the 
Committee gave an incorrect decision in first place. Had they 
given the correct decision Woods would have corrected his score 
card, would have applied the penalty and not been disqualified for 
returning a score better than he should have. Although not stated the 
R&A and the uSGA must also have decided that, as in the Scott case, 
Woods’ illegal drop did not give him a significant advantage.

Note: The days when the host club provided the Match 
Committee for the Australian open have long since passed, but 
I have not been able to find out precisely how and over what 
period the change took place. To the modern mind it is surpris-
ing that Royal Melbourne appears not to have at least sought a 
second opinion from either the Australian Golf union or the 
Victorian Golf Association.
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Small Ad
Philip Truett would like it be known that he is 

disposing of his excellent golf postcard collection. 
Would you like an early postcard  of your club or 

any other club?
Members interested in purchasing any of the cards 

may contact Philip on 01737813832
 or at philip@truetttruett..co.uk
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 Hamish Ewan
takes a brief look at the life of J L Jenkins 

War Hero and Champion Golfer

I saw an article in one of the Sunday newspapers about 
some war medals and two golfing medals which were to 
be auctioned in London at the end of last year. one of 
these was for the Cawdor Cup which was won by Brodie 

Cruickshank in 1907 at The Nairn Golf Club. I forwarded the 
article to our Editor suggesting there may be something in it 
for the magazine. The Editor immediately returned it to me and 
politely suggested that I may wish to write the article myself. 
How some of our members can write books etc. from research 
I will always be in awe and from now on will continue to be so, 
given the time which it has taken me to work on this article, 
although it did take a back seat during the golfing season.

Early golfing career
James Jenkins was born in Cambuslang in 1883 into a golfing 
family of four brothers and a sister. The family business was 
in iron and steel, which possibly contributed to his fiery and 
indomitable spirit in match play. As well as his golfing siblings 
his father, James G Jenkins, was a stalwart and past Captain 
(from 1894–1899) at Cambuslang, a rather unfashionable club to 
the south-west of Glasgow which only had a nine-hole course. 
James was also a member here and in 1903 he set a new course 
record of 73 at the end of May; in 1921 he is recorded as scoring a 
record 68. unfortunately the club championship does not seem 
to start until 1919 or I am sure he would have featured in their 
honours board given he was playing off a handicap of plus five 
in the early 1900s. Two of his brothers played off plus two, one 
off scratch and another with the highest handicap of two; add 
to these his sister won the Scottish Ladies’ Championship in 
1912. The family represented a formidable half of a Grail team 
in its own right.

National prominence
In 1908 Jenkins entered his first Amateur Championship 
and also played for Scotland in his first international match, 
which was against England. This was after his excellent play in 
the St George’s Vase justifying his selection by defeating F H 
Mitchell of Woking by 3 and 2. He subsequently appeared in 
matches against England in 1912, 1922, 1926 and 1928.

In 1911 he reached the semi-final of the Irish Amateur where 
he lost to the Hon Michael Scott by 4 & 3. Jenkins was said to By kind permission the Royal Troon Golf Club
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be a beautiful driver and full of confidence. In the same year he 
made the last eight of the Amateur Championship playing good 
steady golf but lost to the eventual winner, Harold Hilton, in the 
quarter-finals. He reached the sixth round again in 1913.

His sister however stole the headlines in 1912 when she won 
the Scottish Ladies’ Championship the first time it was played 
at Lossiemouth. She beat Miss M Neil Fraser by 4 & 2. In the 
Amateur that year Jenkins lost in the fifth round to Abe Mitchell 
having won his foursomes in the match against England prior 
to the Championship. It has to be said that this was on what he 
considered one of his favourite courses, Westward Ho!

In 1914 there was the largest field to date for The Amateur 
at Sandwich, and it was a veritable cocktail of international 
players with a strong contingent from the united States keen 
to take back the trophy. It was after this championship thought 
was then given to stroke play qualification due to the unwieldy 
number of players. Jenkins’s opponent in the final was Charles 
Hezlet of Royal Portrush, who was making his first appearance 
in the Championship. The Scotsman reported of the final:

 ‘It produced better and much more exciting golf than 
was ever anticipated. Neither player was under the 
awesome handicap of meeting any of the great personali-
ties of the game, nor did the responsibility of standing 
as the last defender between the title and the United 
States devolve on either of them. It was just the fact that 
neither was inclined to be intimidated by the record and 
reputation of the other that permitted both of them freely 
to play his game.

The contrast in style of the two players was marked: Hezlet 
was a strapping youth, extraordinary in build for his age, 23, 
with a powerful but accurate long game while Jenkins, now 
31, was smaller in physique but possessed of more experience 
and a finished game. Three down after the first eighteen Hezlet 
brought it back to one down after 27. But at the eleventh hole 
in the afternoon the game was probably won when Jenkins got 
down in one putt from fully twenty yards, after being bunkered 
with his approach; Hezlet missed a short putt for his four to go 
three down again. Although Hezlet won the next with a stymie 
the thirteenth and fourteenth were halved in fives, Jenkins won 
the fifteenth and the final finished with halves in threes at the 
sixteenth. Though entered from Troon, Jenkins returned to his 
home club, in June, at Cambuslang to a hero’s welcome.

Not content with his winning of The Amateur Jenkins 
went on to finish eighth in that year’s open Championship 
at Prestwick and was the leading amateur. He had qualified 
at Troon where he held the course record of 72 but could not 
break 80 on the day. In the third round of the Championship he 
had a 73, equalling the best round of the Championship set the 
previous day by Harry Vardon.

A distinguished war record
The outbreak of the Great War in September of that year 

probably robbed the 31 year-old James Jenkins of further 
honours when he appeared to be at the peak of his golfing 
prowess. He was the first champion golfer to enlist and 
joined the 5th Battalion Cameron Highlanders as a private. 
He served in France and one year after joining he suffered 
a serious shrapnel wound to his neck at the Battle of Loos. 
After recovering from his injury he returned to the Front 
and fought at Arras and Ypres. In July 1917 he was appointed 
Acting Captain and won the Military Cross when leading two 
companies on a raid on enemy trenches. His citation read:

‘Although there had been no chance of examining the 
ground beforehand he showed a fearless disregard of 
danger and by his splendid leadership he ensured the 
success of the raid. He was the last to leave the enemy 
lines and personally assisted in carrying back our 
wounded thus preventing any of them falling into the 
hands of the enemy.’

He was wounded again in August 1917 and finally demobi-
lised in June 1919. Two of his brothers had also enlisted at the 
start of the War, one of whom, Patrick, was unfortunately, killed 
in action.
Post War
After the War Jenkins remained a very fine player and was still 
able to compete and win at a high level but seemed to have lost 
that indefinable quality that separates the great from the good. 
Perhaps this was due to the wounds he had received; maybe 
he had lost some of his competitive edge, having served in the 
very different combative and deadly field on the Front. Having 
joined the R&A in 1920 he was soon appointed to the new 
Championship Committee. He played for the British Isles in 
the inaugural match against the Americans at Hoylake in 1921, 
which was to be the forerunner to the Walker Cup.  (See Fig 1)
In this Jenkins was partnered by fellow Scot and R&A member, 
J Gordon Simpson, losing in the foursomes against Chick Evans 
and Bobby Jones; in the singles he lost again to Francis ouimet. 
This was a very strong team and it is surprising they lost to the 
Americans. At least three of the team saw active service ,prob-
ably more. Tolley commanded one of the early tanks; Armour 
reputedly killed Germans with his bare hands; and Jenkins won 
the MC.
 Although Jenkins was a player you would want on your side in 
any match he was not considered to be very sociable, which a 
burglar found out to his detriment on breaking into his house; 
the ‘plucky little Troon ace’ chased him out and soundly ham-
mered him.(Whatever happened to those days!) However he 
was not able to escape the rule of law himself when in 1932 
he was fined thirty shillings for driving without due care and 
attention, allowing his car to swerve from one side of the road 
to the other eventually colliding with a wall. (No he was not 
on his mobile.) He was driving home from St Andrews; feeling 
his hands cold, he put on one glove, causing the first swerve, 
and looking behind him for the other, caused the other swerve, 
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which he overcorrected. Another motorist had to pull up to 
avoid being hit. He was also fined five shillings for not having 
signed his licence. How unlucky can you be; another motorist 
on the road in 1932 and an unsigned licence at the same time?

As well as the R&A, Troon and Cambuslang, Jenkins was a 
member at Gleneagles and Glasgow. He held the course records 
for Prestwick, Troon and Cambuslang in 1921 and was a prolific 
winner of competitions in all of these clubs. Having joined the 
R&A in 1920 and won the Silver Medal twice (1922 and 1926), 
the Bombay Medal twice (1924 and 1930), and the Glennie 
Medal in 1926. In winning the Silver Medal in 1926 he was the 
only person to break 80.

In 1923 in an exhibition match during dreadful conditions 
at Pollock, he and George Duncan beat Walter Hagen and J A 
C Morrison by 4 & 3. He had the best back nine of 35. While a 
member of the R&A Championship Committee and a long-
standing member at Troon he was involved in bringing the 
open Championship there for the first time in 1923. This was 
after the Honourable Company said Muirfield would not be 
available. He was a distinguished Captain of Troon from 1945 
to 1948. on looking through Bob Crampsey’s list of principal 
medal and trophy winners in The Breezy Links o’Troon there are 

very few in which his name does not appear at least once.
James Jenkins died in 1964 aged 81.

Afterword
Nairn Golf Club spoke to the Auction House with regard 

to contacting the buyer of the medals to see if they would be 
willing to sell the one from the Nairn Club but no response was 
received from them. The medal was not won by Mr Jenkins but 
by the aforementioned Brodie Cruickshank. It would appear 
that Jenkin’s sister married into the Cruickshank family as her 
entry for the 1921 Scottish Ladies’ Championship was as Mrs H 
Cruickshank from Nairn.
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Fig 1 The British Isles team which played in the inaugural match against the Americans at Hoylake in 1921.  
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Golfers at Blackheath, commissioned Lemuel Francis Abbott to 
paint his portrait in 1790. Innis is depicted wearing a long red 
coat befitting his distinction as captain. Holding a club over his 
shoulder, he is accompanied by one of the many retired sailors 
in the area who served as caddies. They’re on the heath near 
Greenwich, England, then an arduous trip from London which 
included a boat ride down the Thames.

Golf came to Blackheath in 1608 after James I of Scotland, 
heir apparent to Elizabeth I, moved to the royal palace at 
Greenwich accompanied by a large retinue of nobles, many of 
whom were also golfers. When the portrait was painted, there 
were 45 members in the Society of Golfers at Blackheath, today 
constituted as the Royal Blackheath Golf Club. Matches were 
played over a five-hole course, after which players retired to a 
local tavern for food and drink; golf club houses not appearing 
until the 1840’s. It has been said that golf was just an excuse 
to get to the tavern, but many took the game seriously. When, 
during a medal contest at Blackheath, Innis lost his feathery 
ball, he appealed for a ruling; the penalty imposed for a loss of 
ball was then disqualification.

Still, there must have been some lightheartedness in the 
Society. Fines and dues were paid in claret or beer with matches 
settled in the same coin. The painting was displayed in the par-
lour of the Innis home in London, but it had a much broader 
audience for shortly after it was painted, Valentine Green pro-
duced a mezzotint engraving of the painting dedicated to ‘The 
Society of Goffers at Blackheath.’ It is believed that the original 
engraving was produced in a run of 50 prints, enough for sale 
to each member of the Society of “Goffers,” of which fifteen 
originals are thought to remain today.

The mezzotint by Green would be copied many times, 
often accompanied at the bottom by the phrase: ‘Engraving by 
V. Green Mezzotint engraver to His Majesty and the Elector 
Palatine.’ If you have one with that legend it’s probably not one 
of the remaining fifteen, but how do you know? 

The original engraving was in black and white although 
some are thought to have been hand colored. The original image 
is 17” x 23¼” while most reproductions are smaller. There are 
other versions of the Blackheath Golfer, including an 1893 black 

My future wife (fiancee) once asked why I had a 
picture on the wall of George Washington and 
Benjamin Franklin playing golf. She would later 
go on to become a leading amateur, but, then 

new to the game, she had never seen a print of the Blackheath 
Golfer, one of golf ’s most famous and recognizable.

The Blackheath Golfer has a long history. William Innis, a 
wealthy London sugar merchant and captain of the Society of 

The Blackheath Golfer

Johnny Fischer III
reveals many facts relating to this well-known picture

Sir Wiiiam Innes Captain of The Royal Blackheath Golf Club 
1778, a print from a lost painting by Lemuel Francis Abbott RA
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and white platinotype which is a photographic print, hard to 
distinguish from an engraving. In the early 20th century a black 
and white photogravure print was produced. These were copied 
from the original Valentine Green engraving.

Also in the early 1900s a new color mezzotint engraving 
of the Blackheath Golfer was made by Will Henderson and 
published by Vicars Brothers, 12 old Bond Street, London, and 
signed ‘Will Henderson’ in pencil. It clearly has an identity of 
its own, and is a separate work of art like the Valentine Green 
mezzotint, although not as scarce. Around the same time Walter 
Cox painted a new Blackheath Golfer which appears similar to 
the Green mezzotint in structure, but which is clearly different 
with softer definitions. original prints were signed by Cox in 
pencil.

Recently a photographic print known as a Giclee has been 
made from an original Green mezzotint. The Giclee process uses 
an ink jet printer. The resulting image appears identical to the 
original and very difficult to differentiate. 

So where is the original Abbott painting? It is said to have 
been lost in a fire and an unsubstantiated rumor places it with a 
Japanese collector. In fact the painting went to Innis’s wife upon 
her husband’s death. Innis and his wife, Ann, had what today 
would be called an open marriage for he had a relationship with 
an Agnes Palmer which produced three children. All seemed to 
get along with each other, as when Ann Innis died she willed the 
painting to Innis’s illegitimate daughter, who in turn gave it to 
her brother, William Palmer, who deeded it to his son, Henry. 
Henry Palmer, an officer served in India when native personnel 

within the British Army revolted - the Indian Mutiny of 1857. 
As reported in his memoirs, Palmer’s house was burned to the 
ground with all contents destroyed including ‘an oil painting, full 
size, of a gentleman standing in a field, holding a golf club.’

Was this the original Blackheath Golfer? Probably so, as 
suggested by this piece of circumstantial evidence.  At least no 
one has advanced a better theory.

Because the Valentine Green mezzotint is a copy from 
the painting made by hand on an engraving plate, the fact the 
painting was ‘full size’ does not mean the mezzotint wasn’t 
smaller. Many engravings copied from portrait paintings are 
smaller than the original which were often life size. Engraving 
is an intaglio process in which the paper is pressed against the 
engraved plate after the plate has been covered with ink and 
then wiped clean. The image on the plate is produced by the ink 
in the depressed parts of the plate.

A mezzotint is an engraving made from a plate which has 
been roughed to produce tiny dots which are filled with ink. 
The engraver is able to produce various shades of black and gray 
by modifying the size of the tiny dots instead of just black and 
white. original ‘Green’ mezzotints can be found at Golf House 
and the British Golf Museum.

My Blackheath Golfer - ‘George Washington and Benjamin 
Franklin’ - is a photogravure in colour reproduced from a Green 
original. It is water stained, giving it the appearance of age and 
authenticity, and in a nice fruitwood frame. It is handsome, but 
not valuable – the frame may be worth more than the print - but 
the point of art is that it is there to enjoy!

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

the blackheath golfer
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Lack of information and knowledge
As explained above most auctioneers are not (yet) able to 
provide the necessary information. Also antique dealers have 
insufficient knowledge of what they occasionally have to offer 
in this field.

In museums sometimes paintings or drawings of the games 
are exhibited. unfortunately the knowledge of most curators 
about the games shown is as restricted as that of the auctioneers. 
(See Fig 3)

Books about the history of golf, with some minor references 
to the continental games, are not quite as informative about the 
games and their equipment. until recently research has never 
been undertaken to find out more about the history of colf, 
crosse and mail. So it was difficult to find out more. Therefore 
looking in antique book shops, second-hand book shops and 
on the internet or even at ‘boot sales’ one is in vain in trying to 
enrich knowledge for the collectors.

It was in 1982 that for the first time Steven van Hengel in his 
book ‘Early Golf ’ explained some historical details about the 
game of colf and about the clubs and balls used.

It took until 2008 when a study was published about the past 
and present of the game of crosse. In this book ‘CHOULE - The 
Non-Royal but most Ancient Game of Crosse’ extensive informa-
tion is given about the clubs (crosses) and balls (choulettes).  

‘Caveat Emptor’ Buyers & Sellers Beware

By Geert & Sara Nijs  
offer helpful advice to both buyers and sellers 

Every now and again auction houses offer for sale 
clubs and balls once used in the continental golf-like 
games colf (or kolf), crosse (or chole or choule) and 
mail (or pall mall).

The way in which these rather exceptional collectables are 
named and described by the renowned auctioneers shows that 
there is limited knowledge of these games and the equipment 
used. The auctioneers probably use the information provided 
by their clients. It seems that sometimes these clients may be 
rather ignorant about what they have collected or found.

This equipment offered occasionally  could be called ‘the 
odd man out’ in the never-ending avalanche of golf clubs, balls, 
books, paintings, documents and memorabilia. Still golf collec-
tors sometimes would like to have such an exceptional piece of 
historical equipment in their collection linked so closely to golf.
For the serious collectors it is important to know what kind of 
game we are talking about, which are the clubs and balls used, 
when and where were they used and whether they are rare or 
rather common.

Fig 2 Another well-respected auctioneer offered a ‘chole club 
with seven chole balls and four other balls’. This is not correct.

The seven balls are probably ‘jeu de mail’ or ‘jeu de boule’ balls. 
The other four balls are the real ‘chole’ (crosse) balls recognis-
able by their ellipsoid shape. These are still used in Belgium. 

Fig 1 Another well-respected auctioneer offered ‘Two Early 
Dutch Chloe golf clubs’. This is not correct. The clubs offered are 

‘crochetons’, clubs used in the French-Belgian game of crosse 
(chole or choule).
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French language edition was published in 2012.

In 2011 and 2014, the studies ‘Games for Kings and 
Commoners’ Part One respectively Part Two were issued which 
included detailed information about clubs and balls used in 
the continental games and their development over the course 
of the centuries. These books should be of great help to both 
auctioneers and collectors to find out more about the collecta-
bles offered. 

Knowing that new information takes often a long time to 
arrive at the desk of the interested people, we would like to 
explain in a few words and pictures the quintessence of the 
clubs and balls used in these ancient ‘golf-like’ games.

Colf
Colf was played in Flanders and the Netherlands from the 13th 
century until the early 18th century. Players used wooden balls of 
different sizes and since the 17th century also hair-filled leather 
balls. one or two excavated specimens may be found only in 
museums.  It is documented that already at the beginning of the 
15th century clubs had metal heads made of lead, lead-tin alloy, 
bronze and brass. The shaft was made of ash. Complete clubs 
have never been on the market. (See Figs 5 and 6)

Fig 3 A renowned museum explained that the two boys in the 
detail of the painting play ‘kolf, a cross between modern-day 
hockey and golf ’. This is not correct. The game played is the 
Flemish-Netherlandish game of colf played since the 13th century 
until the beginning of the 18th century both on land and on ice. 

Fig 4 On the website of a leading golf museum a club is shown 
which is called a ‘jeu de mail club’. A tile shows the game of ‘kolf 
or jeu de mail’. This is not correct. The club shown is a ‘crocheton’ 
(club) used in the game of crosse. The picture in the Delft Blue tile 
shows a game of ‘beugelen’, a Flemish-Netherlandish variant of 
lawn billiards. 

Figs 5 and 6 Complete colf clubs have so far only be found during the excavation of a 16th century cargo ship in the impoldered 
IJsselmeer. The clubs are preserved by the Rijksdienst voor het Cultureel Erfgoed at Lelystad, The Netherlands.Club heads made of 
lead are regularly found during excavations and by metal detector hobbyists. Finds of bronze and especially brass club heads are 

very exceptional. Most finds date back to the 17th century. Earlier finds have never been on the market. The size of such club heads 
is less than 10 centimetres.  The ‘pin’ club head (left) is the oldest example of a colf head (15th or 16th century). Such heads have never 
been offered for sale by auctioneers or antique dealers. The club heads made of lead or lead-tin alloy (middle) are found regularly in 
the Netherlands. Such clubs mainly date back to the 17th century. They are sold mainly on E-Bay or the Netherlandish Marktplaats 
equivalent. Brass club heads (right) are fairly seldom. At an auction some years ago such copper club heads, found in a shipwreck      

near the Shetlands, were bought for several thousands of pounds

caveat emptor
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Fig  7 Three examples of club heads used since the end of the 
18th century in the successor of the field and ice colf game in the 
court kolf game played both in-and out-doors. Such clubs are 

still made today for the few players of this game.

Fig  8 The ‘jeu de mail’ (pall-mall) game was once very popular 
with kings and commoners, especially in France. Because the 

game lost the interest of most players at the end of the 18th 

century most clubs were eaten by the wood worms. Clubs in a 
good condition are sometimes offered at auctions. A club is more 
valuable when the name of a famous club maker (for instance, 

Coste, Grasse or Richard) is marked on the club head. 

The crocheton (left) is the ancient club in the game. Since mid-20th century such clubs are not made anymore because they are too 
vulnerable when using the extreme hard nylon ball. These clubs are becoming quite rare. The successor, the manchon (right), is still 

made and used. The crocheton is rarer and therefore more valuable than the contemporary manchon.

varying in size, and wooden clubs consisting of a wooden 
(mostly ash) shaft and a cylindrical wooden club head. Such 
clubs and balls are sometimes for sale at auctions or on E-Bay.
 
Crosse
Crosse (chole or choule in English) is played in the Belgian 
Borinage and the French Avesnois region since at least the 
14th century. The balls  (choulettes) have an ovoid shape and 
are made of wood with knife-cut ‘dimples’, groves or ridges. 
In the Belgian crosse region balls of different sizes, also made 
of nylon or pressed wood, are used. (See Fig 10)The clubs 
(crosses) have a wooden shaft and a metal club head with two 
faces. The original joint of shaft and head is the insertion of a 
bent ash stick straight into the opening at the rear end of the 
head. Such a club is named a ‘crosse à brochon’ or a ‘crocheton’. 
Half-way through the 20th century the straight end of the shaft 
entered into a socket which is welded onto the crosse head. This 
so-called ‘crosse à manchon’ is still made by private artisans.
Especially with these crosse clubs there is some confusion. This 
crosse game was never played in Flanders or the Netherlands 
but only in Belgian Wallonie and French Avesnois. These clubs 
are certainly not golf, nor mail, colf or kolf clubs.

We are not collectors so we have no knowledge about the 
guide prices for the clubs and balls. over the last few decades we 
have amassed knowledge about these ancient continental golf-
like games, which we would like to share with you. For more 
detailed information about these games and their equipment, 
do not hesitate to contact us at ancientgolf@wanadoo.fr or have 
a look at our website www.ancientgolf.dse.nl.

Fig 9 Crosse balls (choulettes) are recognisable for their elliptical 
shape. From left to right you see a golf ball, an original boxwood 

ball, a modern official choulette made of horn beam, used in 
France, a nylon ball  for teeing-off and a ‘pressed wood’ ball for 
in the field, used in Belgium. Such balls are made in different 

sizes, except for the boxwood ball; the other choulettes are used 
today. 

Kolf evolved from the outdoor and ice colf game at the end of the 
17th century and is played as an indoor game in the Netherlands. 
originally colf clubs were used. The size of such club head is 
larger than 10 centimetres. In the course of the centuries clubs 
grew in size and look different from the colf clubs. Such clubs 
are still produced. Balls are considerably bigger in size and made 
of sagathy or rubber. Such balls are still produced.(See Fig 9)

Mail (pall mall)
Pallio maglio is originally an Italian game that entered 
France in the 16th century (jeu de mail) and spread all over 
western Europe under the names pall mall (English), maliën 
(Netherlandish), etc., from the early 17th century until the end 
of the 18th century. The game was played with wooden balls, 
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Letter from America
by Brown Ale

The 2014 Annual Meeting was back in Las, Vegas, 
Nevada, after a few years absence, and though the 
distances from the eastern half of the country are 
great (2525 miles from New York to Las Vegas) and 

air fares are climbing daily it still attracted a moderate number 
of east coast and Midwest members. 
First on the agenda was a golf book and collectibles auction 
sale arranged by PBA Galleries. Buying activity was very brisk 
and the center piece of the sale, a 2nd edition of The Goff, went 
for $50,000. 

The educational portion of the program included talks by 
Brian Hurlburt, President of the Las Vegas Golf Hall of Fame, 
and John Fischer III, GCS Vice President, on collecting golf 
postcards. The after dinner guest speaker was the GCS’s own 
Curt Sampson, one of the renaissance men of golf – a researcher, 
writer, traveler and pretty respectable shot maker. Next year’s 
meeting: back to Chicago.

The Society on this side is proud to have published its 200th 
issue of the GCS Bulletin this past September. Jim Davis was in 
the editor’s chair for the honor and his most recent issue had 
more color than any other I can remember. A former newspaper 
man, Jim does an excellent job for uS members. President John 
Capers III pointed out it took Joe Murdoch 20 years to produce 
the first hundred Bulletins but it took 24 years to go from 101 
to 200. Some may question the maths but more longstanding 

members know that for many years the Bulletin was published 
six times annually before becoming a quarterly. 

Former GCS President and Golf Course Superintendents 
Association President Mel Lucas was honored by that latter 
association as their 2015 Distinguished Service Award recipient. 

Partly because it is the first ‘Major’ contested each season, 
and partly because it is always in Augusta, not at rotating sites 
like the other three majors, following the Masters there is always 
some interesting gossip as to what transpired at and away from 
the course. Allow me to share with you some insider informa-
tion from this year, bearing in mind these guys are young 
millionaires. 

The beginning of summer was a long time ago but unfor-
tunately the TTG June edition deadline precludes results from 
the National Hickory Championship. Several items are worth a 
mention. Tom Johnson was the Champion Golfer for 2014. Tom 
has played in sixteen consecutive NHCs (he missed the first year 
in 1998) and has been close to winning in the past. This year was 

16 year old Gillian Alexander who set a new Ladies record in 
the National Hickory Championship at Oakhurst

Stephen Busik with the new Ralph Livinston III Cup, the 
Travelling Trophy for the NHC Reserve Division Winner

letter from america
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his lucky year as he bested three time champ Mike Stevens but 
it took four additional playoff holes to do it.

The NHC continues its commitment to ushering in a new 
generation of hickory golfers and historian/collectors. Seven 
junior competitors participated this year. Sixteen-year-old 
Gillian Alexander, Rice’s Landing, Pennsylvania played 
oakhurst Links for the first time and lowered the ladies’ record 
score for 36 holes by thirteen strokes. Juniors Drew White, 
Mason Jenkins and Marsalis Davis have played multiple times 
and are in the process of building their hickory play sets. Seth 
Lomison has done a lot of personal growing with the NHC. A 
four-year veteran, he is now evaluating university programs in 
golf management for admission in the near future. Mason has 
also assumed the role of Social Media expert for the NHC and 
has assembled a tasteful Facebook page for the championship 
(search for ‘National Hickory’). Tom Johnson’s Foxburg Hickory 
C h a m p i o n s h i p also includes a healthy number of junior 
participants. 
The juniors work at the NHC as interns to learn about tourna-
ment operations by scoring and serving as starters. Pittsburgh 
area sisters Samantha and Shelby Shumaker enjoyed their first 
NHC so much they returned for the oakhurst Autumn Match 
Play event in october and brought their father for his first taste 
of 19th century golf. Another NHC milestone occurred when J 
W McMath, New Philadelphia, ohio scored the first hole-in-
one in competition at oakhurst’s treacherous hole #3. Now we 
know it is actually possible. 

As previously stated, Tom Johnson is having a banner 
hickory golf year. He also won the Hickory Slam for 2014 by 
scoring well in the four 19th century ‘gutty golf ’ events. The net 
winner was the above mentioned J W McMath. The senior win-
ners were the affable Mike Just, Senior Gross Champ and the 
equally affable Canadian Bob West, Senior Net Champ. 

During the week of the men’s uS open in Pinehurst, North 
Carolina this past June, a new golf antiques retail shop opened 
in that town. Bob Hansen and Mike Daniels are partnering to 
bring high end golf antiques and collectibles into a retail setting 
in the town that advertises itself as the home of American golf. If 
you are not in or near Pinehurst you can see the inventory of the 
Old Golf Shop on Mike’s web site (www.giftsforethegolfer.com). 
If the name of the shop is familiar it is because it once belonged 
to the late Mort olman. With Mort’s blessing the legacy was 
passed to Bob. The shop’s grand opening coincided with the 
two uS open Championships and one of the featured events 
included an evening reception with special guest Catherine 
Lacoste. Since Tom Stewart’s shop, The Old Pro, is a one minute 
walk away, Pinehurst now offers the best golf antiquities shop-
ping on the planet. 

A couple months ago Heritage Auctioneers in Dallas sold 
items from the estate of the late Sam Snead. Bidding was not for 
the faint of heart. Sam’s 1954 Masters trophy (the silver model of 
the clubhouse) sold for $191,200 (about £115,000). His personal 
Claret Jug from winning the 1946 open went for a cool $252,900 
(about £153,200) and rubber-banded packs of Sam’s cancelled 

personal cheques, 3,545 in all, were sold for $34,057.50 (around 
$20,640). 

I regularly report on the annual GCS ‘Cabin Fever’ trade 
meeting in Dayton. Probably the longest standing trade meet-
ing, other than the GCS Annual Meeting, it has occasionally 
been held in cities other than Dayton. In 2015 Gary Wyckoff 
will host the show in Columbus, about 60 miles northeast of 
Dayton the second weekend in January. Gary has been a regular 
at GCS meetings for almost 35 years. This I know because he 
joined right after I did. We were together at many of Bob Kuntz’s 
original Dayton ‘Fly In’ meetings, tiny compared to today’s 
attendance. 

on that note I have a brief anniversary to share. This year 
marks the 20th anniversary of writing my semi-annual Letter 
From America column for TTG. I was nominated by Joe 
Murdoch to continue in his shoes in 1993 and wrote my first 
column for the June ’94 issue. During the next two decades I 
worked with editorial legends Dick Durran, Alan Jackson, John 
Pearson and now the erudite Mr. Hanna. I hope it has been 
as much a pleasure for the BGCS readership as it has been for 
this reporter. I look forward to many more columns. Happy 
holidays. 

Brown Ale 
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Brendan Cashell
takes a look at this remarkable Irish Amateur golfer

Dr. J D MacCormack
Athlone 1891-1973 Dublin

In the centenary year which marks the start of The Great 
War the story of an Irish amateur golfer’s heroic triumph 
over adversity is recounted. It preludes, and arguably 
eclipses, the better known accounts of Ben Hogan and 

Scottish amateur Jimmy Walker from Irvine Golf Club both of 
whom returned to major golfing success after serious car crash 
injuries in 1949 and 1969 respectively.

John Dillon MacCormack, or ‘JD’ as he was always known,  
played golf for Ireland in 1913. He suffered serious spinal injuries 
and shell shock at the front in 1916. His prospects of living were 
less than slight. He survived, but was paralysed from the waist 
down. After spending five years in a wheelchair he amazingly 
learnt to stand, to walk and to return to golf. His miraculous 
comeback was heralded in 1923 and 1924 with back to back  wins 
in the Irish Close Championship. ‘JD’ became one of the most 
recognized characters and redoubtable competitors in the ama-
teur game on both sides of the Irish Sea. Renowned for many 
years as the longest hitter in the British Isles, he was Irish Native 
Champion three times and played 47 International matches for 
Ireland. He was selected for the 1924 GB and I Walker Cup Team 
to play in Garden City- but regrettably was forced to withdraw. 
He played in his last Championship, when aged 65. 
This is his amazing story.

Early Golf 
John Dillon MacCormack was born on 8th May 1891. He learnt 
golf in his home town of Athlone, Co.Westmeath where his 
father, Dr. Charles Joseph MacCormack, played a significant 
role in 1904 in the redevelopment and reconstitution of Athlone 
Golf Club. ‘JD’ and his older brother Charles, both studied 
medicine at Royal College of Surgeons in Dublin. They golfed 
at Hermitage G.C.

Early signs of JD’s golfing talent were reported in July 1912 
with his course record 69 at Hermitage, seven shots better than 
Lionel Munn’s record. He also set a course record at Kilkenny 
when playing for the Irish Zingari Golfing Society (inst.1910 by 
Lionel Hewson). In addition, ‘JD’ played for the Dublin County 
team that won the second All-Ireland Barton Shield at Royal 
County Down. He also played No 1 for the Hermitage team that 
won the Barton Cup in 1912 at Royal Dublin. His first taste of 
Championship golf was at Portmarnock in the 1911 Irish Close 

where he lost narrowly in the 3rd round. He reached the 3rd and 
4th rounds in each of the four Irish Championships he played 
in from 1911 up to the War. As ‘one of the younger school of golfers 
showing greatly improved form’ he was duly capped for Ireland 
against Wales at Dollymount in 1913, the year of his graduation.
The Irish Close Championship was played for the first time on 
an inland course in 1914 at Hermitage Golf Club. Although ‘JD’ 
won the preliminary 18 hole stroke event and golf reports sug-
gested ‘that it would be idle to treat his chances lightly’ he lost nar-
rowly in the 3rd round. Lionel Munn won this Championship, 
his seventh and final native title. During 1914 JD’s handicap 
was down to plus 4 and he had taken up a post in the Irish 
Public Health Service. Promising careers in golf and medicine 
beckoned. The Great War changed everything.

The Great War.  Injury and Recovery
In 1916 whilst serving as a Captain with the R.A.M.C. (Special 
Reserve) a German shell left the young doctor with spinal 
injuries and shell shock, so serious it was questioned if he could 
survive. He returned to Dublin where he remained paralysed 
from the waist down for five years. He was described as a ‘pitiful 
sight dragging himself along on crutches, with his legs dangling help-
lessly’. ‘JD’ MacCormack was decorated in June 1916 with the 
Military Cross for ‘his act of exemplary gallantry in attending the 
wounded under heavy fire’.

Following a visit  in 1921 to a London surgeon who had 
found success in similar injury cases, ‘JD’ started to exercise his 
legs. There was never a man more determined or driven to get 
back on his feet. With the aid of a rubber lined steel corset to 
support his withered muscles, he embarked on a constant and 
exhausting regime that slowly regained his ability to stand. By 
the end of 1922, not alone could ‘JD’ stand and walk, but he was 
also able to swing a club. He started to play golf once again. With 
a steely determination and inner resolve he exercised painfully 
and practiced endlessly in pursuit of his burning desire to play 
competitive golf.

Return to Championship Golf 
In June 1923 ‘JD’ entered the Irish Close Championship – played 
over the parkland course at Milltown Golf Club. Fortunate to 
survive a 20th hole encounter with E F Spiller (North West), 

J D MacCormack
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he went on to beat Ector Munn (the holder) in the semi-final. 
In the fitness of things, ‘JD’ claimed the title on the 35th green 
when he shook hands with Louis Werner, the young Captain of 
Trinity College Dublin golf club.

1924 The  Remarkable  Year
Buoyed by his first championship win, yet totally dependent 
on the rubber lined steel corset, ‘JD’ went from strength to 
strength. 1924 proved to be his greatest, yet perhaps also his 
most disappointing year.

Not alone did he retain his Irish Close title at Royal Co 
Down (he beat D E B Soulby of Portmarnock in the final), but 
JD just failed to bring off a ‘second double’. In the final of the 
Irish Amateur open Championship at Royal Dublin he lost to 
Eddie Spiller (North West) on the 35th green. Ironically, Spiller 
in his winner’s speech mentioned that it was ‘JD’ who earlier 
that week had ‘taught him how to putt by inducing him to adopt the 
American pendulum swing’ and had also lent him a driver, ‘both 
of which came to his assistance in great style’ in the final.

In the Amateur Championship in St Andrews in 1924 
MacCormack was beaten by Roger Wethered (the holder) on 
17th green. ‘JD’ subsequently was selected as playing Captain of 
the Irish Team to play Wales at Dollymount.

1924  The Tailteann Games  
The Tailteann Games first took place in Dublin in 1924 as part 
of the marking of the independence of the Irish Free State.
They were a revival of ancient Irish games going back to 632 
B.C. and aimed at the Irish Diaspora, combining ‘sport with 
cultural and artistic’ competitions. Like the olympic Games 
they took place every fourth year. 

Golf was included in the sporting events. In August 1924, 
the National Championship (36 hole stroke play) and the 
International Championship (5 rounds match play) were both 
played over the links at Royal Dublin. MacCormack won both. 
The National title by two shots and the International title when 
he beat W G McConnell by 5 and 3 in the 36 hole final. Lord 
Glenavy, grandfather of Patrick Campbell, stated at the prize 
giving ‘J D MacCormack was among the top rank of golfers in the 
world’. He was also runner-up in the National title in 1928 which 
was played at Portmarnock Golf Club.

1924  The Walker Cup.
Following these great successes, nobody was surprised when 

‘JD’ was selected to play in the Walker Cup match at Garden 
City, New York, in September 1924. However, ‘JD’ did not expect 
to be refused time off by his employers to travel to New York 
and share with Charles Hezlet the distinction of being the first 
Irishmen to win Walker Cup honours. This single unsympa-
thetic decision of the Department of Health sparked much 
anger and resentment in Irish golfing circles and well beyond.
Four years later ‘JD’ was included on the short list to play in 
the Walker Cup in Chicago, but ultimately he was not selected.

Irish Times 17th June 1924
Prodigious Length 
Despite his light frame and previous physical condition, ‘JD’ 
was able to drive a golf ball prodigious distances. During the 
1920s he was rated as the ‘longest hitter in the British Isles’. His 
upper body strength from years on crutches and a wide-arced 
swing combined to generate tremendous club head speed. His 
driver, made specially by Tom Travers (Dun Laoghaire), was 
four inches longer and four ounces heavier than normal. He 
also uniquely moved his right foot back on the backswing and 
with a perfect sense of timing his full blooded driving action 
was reckoned to be ‘one of the most thrilling sights in golf.’ 
Accounts of his many tremendous drives abound the golf 
reports of the day. Most famously perhaps was at Hoylake in the 
1927 Amateur. In the 4th round against the Scottish Champion, 
Andrew Jameson, 
JD’s drive at the 390 yards ninth hole finished just 30 paces 
from the pin. The great John Ball (eight times a winner of The 
Amateur) on an adjoining fairway could not believe his eyes 
and remarked ‘Ridiculous…that is a piece of paper. No one could 
possibly drive as far.’ 

It certainly makes one ponder what ‘JD’ might  have done 
with current day technology. Recollections of McIlroy on the 
same links in the 2014 open  spring to mind.! When quizzed in 
1928 on his great length, J D contended : ‘it is all in the legs - get 
the leg movements right and little will go wrong’.

‘JD’  The Character.
‘JD’ invariably played golf in riding breeches and waistcoat 
and donned a dark trilby hat, the hallmarks that made him 
recognizable three fairways away. Bernard Darwin, who played 
against (and lost to) MacCormack in 1930 in the top foursomes 
game Portmarnock v The Society wrote ‘Dr MacCormack doffed 
his hat in courtly gesture’. That gesture, always with a touch of 
flamboyance, very much befitted the man. 

‘JD’ was a fast player and saw no merit whatsoever in taking 
time over any shot. Sykie Whelan, his one time caddy at Grange 
Golf Club, recalls that ‘JD’ never wanted clubs handed to him, 
that ‘he always pulled his own from the bag.’

Prior to the 1958 Canada Cup in Mexico City, Harry 
Bradshaw consulted with ‘JD’ on combating heat and dehydra-
tion. on returning victorious, Harry claimed he just followed 
the Doctor’s advice ‘Walk slow, drink lots and talk little.’
A story of ‘JD’ in later life is related by Tim Healy, club 
historian at Portmarnock :-

‘One day a junior Member playing the 18th hole spotted ‘JD’ 
standing motionless beside the club house, clad as usual in 
his winter gear of tan sports jacket, inevitable hat and lined 
gauntlets. Having greeted Dr MacCormack with due respect 
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my golfing life my handicap has been in single figures. Now 
without a word to me, that dammed Committee has dared to give me 
a handicap of 11’’’. 

His distinctive voice matched his presence. In his twilight 
years at Portmarnock he fiercely contested ‘friendly’ fourballs 
with several kindred stalwarts of the club. 

Championships 
‘JD’ played a prolific number of national and international 

championships in the period 1923–1939 and in so doing played 
golf with some of the very best in the world. He was a deter-
mined and steely competitor, never easily beaten, and if so, 
invariably by the narrowest of margins and in many cases by 
the eventual winner.

The  Open  Championship
‘JD’ made several attempts to qualify for The open. His 

closest came at  Hoylake in 1930, the year of the Jones ‘Grand 
Slam’ when he missed by just two shots.

The  Amateur  Championship.
In April 1926 The Irish Times reported of ‘JD’ ‘It is under-

stood that his intention is to make every attempt to bring the Blue 
Riband of Amateur golf to Ireland.’ Every year from 1923 to 1938 
(1937 excepted) he travelled in his endeavours to realize that 
ambition. He came closest in 1931, at Westward Ho, losing in 
the semi-finals on the 18th to Eric Martin-Smith, who went on 
to be the Champion.

Notable results in The Amateur include:
1924   Quarter-finals 
1926,1928,1930   4th round 
1927   5th round
1931   Semi-final

Note : The first Irishman to win The Amateur was the leg-
endary Jimmy Bruen in 1946 at Royal Birkdale.

‘JD’ was renowned at The Amateur for his consistent results, 
prodigious driving and competitive edge. More humorously 
however, at Lytham in 1935 Tony Webster, the Daily Mail car-
toonist, made light of JD’s errant shot that broke the club house 
window overlooking the 18th green.

His last appearance in The Amateur was in 1949, at 
Portmarnock (then his home Club) when aged 58, he lost in the 
3rd round to J M Dykes of Prestwick. Dykes lost in the 5th round 
(on the 18th) to Belfast-born Max McCready who famously 
claimed the title defeating the American Willie Turnesa.

Irish Amateur Open Championship 
‘JD’ first played in the Irish Amateur open in 1911 at 
Portmarnock. His last appearance was in 1956, at the same 
venue. His best performance was in 1924 at Royal Dublin when 
he was runner-up .

Notable results in The Irish Amateur open include:
1924   Runner-up (35th hole)
1926    Semi-finalist (18th hole)
1930   Semi-finalist (16th hole) 
1933   5th round (16th hole) 

Irish Amateur Close Championship 
‘JD’ first played in the Irish Amateur Close in 1913 at 
Portmarnock. His last appearance was in 1956 at Malone. He 
was Irish Close Champion three times: 1923 (Milltown), 1924 
(Royal County Down) and 1927 (Cork). He was quarter-finalist 
at Ballybunion in 1937.

The Open Championship of Ireland. 
‘JD’ played in the inaugural open Championship of Ireland 
at Portmarnock in 1927 and missed the cut by just one shot. 
The following year he tied for the top amateur prize, but due 
to Exhibition Match commitments the next day at Hermitage 
the play-off was cancelled and he forfeited the prize to Albert 
Briscoe. However he claimed  the top amateur prize in 1932 (and 
also finished 3rd Irish player) at Little Island in Cork. In total he 
played in The Irish open seven times up to 1939.

International  Career.
‘JD’ played a total of 47 matches for Ireland in ten different years 
from 1913 to 1937 with the enviable record of winning as many 
matches as he lost. He was ‘the obvious choice’ to be Captain in 
1924 and again in consecutive years 1934–1937 in the newly con-
stituted (1932) Home Internationals. He represented Hermitage 
until 1928 and Grange thereafter.

Exhibition  Matches
During the mid / late 1920’s, ‘JD’ was involved in several promi-
nent exhibitions matches involving Ryder Cup players. Three 
in particular stand out:- In September 1926 at Portmarnock, 
George Duncan and Arthur Havers played a week long series of 
matches. ‘JD’ in partnership with Havers was unbeaten in four 
games including a match against Duncan and H M Cairnes, the 
renowned Portmarnock man and 1907 Irish Champion.

In June 1928, George Duncan and Abe Mitchell played two 
18 hole matches at Hermitage involving ‘JD’ and the local 
professional Matt McDermott.

In June 1929, again at Hermitage, the uS open Champion 
Johnny Farrell and Ed Dudley won an 18 hole match against 
‘JD’ and Matt McDermott in front of massive crowds. The 
Americans were en route home after the first Ryder Cup match 
played in Britain (Moortown). GB and Ireland won that Ryder 
Cup.

The Cork Scratch Cup.
MacCormack played in several other golf events in Ireland. 
uppermost was the oldest Scratch Cup in Ireland which was 
played from 1923 onwards at Cork (Little Island) Golf Club. ‘JD’ 
was a regular contender there, at the home of Jimmy Bruen.

J D MacCormack
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The Scratch Cup format was effectively a Championship with 18 
holes strokes qualifying and five match play rounds including a 
36 hole final. It is not well-known that ‘JD’ won this Scratch Cup 
in 1925, 1926, 1932 and 1936 and also set a course record in 1926.

There is a curious little tale from his fourth win. ‘JD’ as 
a Department of Health inspector, was often reluctant to 
advertise his presence in an area, so in 1936 he entered under 
the pseudonym of ‘J Mac Snee’ His anonymity however was 
ruined, not alone by winning the Cup, but in proudly posing 
for photographs which were published the following day in the 
local press. over the years he used other pseudonyms including     
‘Mr Jay Dee’ and ‘Mr J Driver’.

Cork Golf Club was also the venue of MacCormack’s third 
Irish Close Championship win in 1927. In the 36 hole final, he 
was six down with ten to play, but famously fought back to win 
on the 37th green against Portmarnock’s ‘Guppy’ Cairnes. The 
Alister MacKenzie layout at Cork clearly was a favourite and 
successful hunting ground for ‘JD’.

Club Golf : Senior Cup and Barton Shield.
Throughout his career ‘JD’ played a considerable amount of 
inter-club golf representing Hermitage, Portmarnock and 
Grange and won many Golfing union of Ireland pennants in 
the process.
Senior Cup Hermitage:         1926
  Portmarnock:    1928, 1933, 1934, 1935, 1937.
Barton Shield    Dublin County: 1912 
  Portmarnock:     1928, 1929, 1934, 1935.
Barton Cup  Hermitage:           1912

He was the first amateur to break 70 at Portmarnock in 
Medal play setting a new course record 69 in The Legal Trophy 
at  a 6,639 yards long Portmarnock just prior to 1934 Irish open.

Miscellaneous 
‘JD’ lost on the 18th to Bobby Locke  in June 1937 when a 
four-man South African Amateur Touring Team played  
against Portmarnock. Locke carried a bag of 19 clubs then. He 
returned the following year as a professional to win The Irish 
open, his first professional win outside his homeland. ‘I have 
never played on a better links’ he said afterwards.

The Royal and Ancient  Golf Club
‘JD’ was a member of the R&A from 1931 to 1954 and served 
on the Championship Committee in 1949 when The Amateur 
Championship was played at Portmarnock. ‘JD’ was aptly 
invited to be Captain of Portmarnock Golf Club that year in 
special honour of his great contribution to Irish golf and the 
Club. However unlike the 1924 Walker Cup episode destiny this 
time was in his own hands. Following an unfortunate member-
ship election issue ‘JD’ withdrew his earlier acceptance of the 
honour. 

Medical Career.
‘JD’ became highly regarded in the Health Service in Ireland, 
more especially in later years when his best golfing days were 
over. The Royal Academy of Medicine in Ireland reported in 
1950 on typhoid fever in Ireland. 

‘Dr. J D MacCormack is one of the best epidemiologists in 
Ireland. He has largely contributed to the control of diseases 
that formerly killed the Irish people.’

He was also involved in microbial food safety and in 1946
represented Ireland at the 5th World Assembly of WHo in 
New York (as Deputy Chief Medical Advisor). In 1952 he was 
elected Vice-Chairman at the 5th World Assembly of the World 
Health organizations.

The MacCormack Family 
‘JD’ was not alone in the MacCormack family as a successful 
golfer. His younger brother Edward Deane (1897-1940) was 
runner-up in the 1925 West of Ireland and a semi-f inalist in the 
Irish Close in 1926. He was also the Secretary of Grange Golf 
Club from 1935 until his sudden and untimely death in 1939 just 
five months after his marriage.

Also a member of Portmarnock Edward Deane won The 
Gold Medal there in 1926. His daughter, Mrs D Clarkin, was 
Lady Captain in Milltown in 1987, the 1923 venue of JD’s first 
championship win.

‘JD’ himself married in 1933, but had no children. Following 
his death on the 21st of July 1973 an appreciation aptly concluded: 
‘

‘He was a loyal and agreeable companion with a cornucopia 
of stories, always tinged with humour. He was courteous and 
generous to a fault. The term miracle is not an overstatement 
about JD’s  golfing career’. 

Trophies in memory of MacCormack.
There is a charming and appropriate postscript to 

MacCormack’s career. under the terms of his will the replica 
trophies from his three Irish Close Championship wins were 
bequeathed to the Golfing union of Ireland. one of the rep-
licas, now ‘The J D MacCormack Trophy’, is played for in the 
Boys’ International match Ireland  v Wales. How appropriate 
especially when JD’s first International match for Ireland in 1913 
was against Wales.

His 1923 replica was presented in 1985 for play in the  
annual Irish Club Youths’ Championship and is known as 
‘The MacCormack Cup’. Interestingly, this Trophy was won by 
Hermitage Golf Club at Athlone Golf Club in July 1992.The third 
replica, now ‘The MacCormack Trophy’, is presented annually 
for the best qualifying score in the Leinster Boys’ Amateur open 
(Stroke) Championship.

And so, an appropriate and very meaningful association 
has been sustained between Ireland’s most heroic golfer and 
the young Irish golfers of modern times. It is hoped they will 
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Society merchandise available from Liz McDonald (see above)

BGCS Sweater all-wool  great Christmas present

The BGCS sweater and the other Society memorabilia below 
are ideal Chistmas presents for members so start dropping 
hints now. They are all available from Liz McDonald. See 
BGCS web ste for details.

appreciate more fully the name Dr. John Dillon MacCormack 
and his amazing golf career. His story must be remembered.
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Letter from Oz
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

When Daryl Cox departed for that ‘golf course 
in heaven’, Australian golf lost a mentor, and 
I lost a friend. Having settled into our new 
surroundings in 2004 I looked through my 

BGCS Membership Directory and just down the road I found 
Daryl; so I gave him a call,  shortly afterwards found myself 
being invited to join The Golf Society of Australia (de facto 
History Committee of Golf Australia). How was I to know that 
he was the current President of the GSA and that member-
ship was by invitation only? In his will Daryl left all his golf 
memorabilia to the GSA and I was invited by our President, 
Geoff Vincent, to join him at Kingston Heath Golf Club to sort 
through all of Daryl’s golf books to see which books we would 
lend to The National G C at Cape Schank for their ‘Daryl Cox 
Memorial’ room. With the couple of hundred books was a filing 
cabinet’s worth of paper which took the best part of a week to 
sort through. Most of the paperwork was to do with the history 
of early golf in Australia, a topic very close to Daryl’s heart, but 
among the papers was a fascinating piece of ‘Daryl’ history.

on his first visit to London in the late 1940s Daryl was walk-
ing down a busy street in London when he came face to face 
with his boyhood hero, Douglas Bader. Daryl being born in 1928 
was too young to serve his country but he read the newspapers 
avidly all through the war and was thrilled with the stories of 
the Battle of Britain and ‘The Few’, in particular Douglas Bader’s 
exploits. Daryl stood right in front of Bader and said ‘You’re 
Douglas Bader’ to which Bader responded, a bit tersely .Yes I 
am, what do you want?’

Daryl simply said ‘I’m looking for a game of golf ’ (at this 
stage in his life Daryl was off scratch.) Bader’s response was 
to bundle Daryl and golf clubs into his car and drive out to 
The Berkshire where, over the next couple of years, they played 
several rounds. When Daryl returned to Australia and settled 
into a career Douglas Bader was a frequent guest in his house 
and they continued to play fiercely friendly rounds over the 
sand belt courses - and he never talked about it, to me any-
way! The great picture of the two them was, I think, taken at 
Kingston Heath. (See Fig 1) Back in the 1970s when Paula and 
I were members at Cranbourne G C here in Victoria, the 17th 
hole was a 158 yard long ‘card wrecker’ par 3, played down an 
avenue of gum trees to a green almost completely surrounded 
with deep bunkers and hopefully over the intervening four foot 
high scrubby ti-tree where it was nigh on impossible to find a 
ball hit short. This hole is now the 14th, still 158 yards and on a 
memorable Saturday in September last year, three members not 
only found the green, with the pin tucked away and difficult to 
find, but managed to ace it. The third bloke to achieve his hole 
in one went to the greenside marker to claim nearest the pin, for 
which there is usually a prize of a couple of new balls, only to 
find two earlier claims. He thought they were having a laugh but 
the club generously ‘shouted’ the bar three times, and mounted 
the balls for pool room trophys.

Although our cousins in New South Wales, the Australian 
Golf Heritage Society, play all their meetings using hickories we, 
in Victoria, have traditionally only played one of our meetings 
with the old sticks, as well as losing to the AGHS most years 
when we play for the Al Howard Trophy. In an effort to improve 
our hickory skills a number of enthusiasts meet once a month 
for a friendly nine holes. The enthusiasm for playing with 
hickories has now been recognised in the top amateur ranks. 
Last February three of Australia’s leading amateurs Sue oh, 
Lucas Herbert and Ryan Ruffles were due to play a three hole 
skins match before The Australasian Amateur at The Grange in 
Adelaide. Due to extreme heat (and 19th century clothing!) the 
match did not go ahead but they did give an exhibition on the 
practice tee. Looks as if it might have helped Sue oh, as she was 
one of the three Aussie girls who have just won the Womens’ 
World Amateur, the Espirito Santo Trophy held in Japan.  

So here’s hoping for another hot Christmas, this time in 
Sydney, which we will no doubt spend on the beach with six of 
our eight grand-children, teaching them how to eat prawns. We 
will raise a glass of Sav Blanc to our friends in colder climes, and 
hope to meet you on a tee somewhere next year. Chiz.

                                                       The Mad Pom       

Darryl Cox with Douglas Bader possibly at Kingston Heath GC 
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Many top professionals had their careers either interrupted 
or ended. It is clear when reading Alan Jackson’s book, The 
British Professional Golfers 1887-1930 - A Register, that many club 
professionals did not shirk from their duty in the First World 
War and never returned home. of course, this did not just apply 
to this country but to many others especially Ireland.

Peter Gompertz in his Christmas Greetings mentions 
another great war hero (Sir) Douglas Bader. He had a devastat-
ing crash as a young ex-Cranfield flier in which he lost both his 
legs. He returned to fly many missions in the Second World 
War with two ‘tin’ legs. After the war he contrived to play golf 
and amazingly he reached a handicap of 2, still with his ‘tin’ 
legs. His contribution to the creation of the Douglas Bader 
Foundation and its involvement with golf continues to this 
day. More recently, in light of the many young servicemen and 
women who have returned from more recent conflicts with seri-
ous physical and mental injuries, golf is playing its part again 
with the On Course Foundation whose aim is to help wounded 
servicemen and women veterans get back on track both via golf 
itself and jobs in the golf industry. 

Thanks again to all the contributors and to the proof-
readers. I welcome Phil Donald from Belfast to this team. 

Thanks and season’s greetings to all. 

from the editor

New Members

We welcome the following new members and look forward to seeing them at future events or perhaps making a comtribution 
to Through The Green 

William M John              Hayling Island                  Books, Hayling Memorabilia
Nigel FH Kendall             Worplesdon                      General
Geoffrey T Lyon              Macclesfield                  History of Golf de Valescure
Celia Lyon                     Macclesfield                  History of Golf de Valescure
Simon Woodward          Sutton-in-Ashfield             Clubs, General
Georg Kittel                       Skanor                          Books, Sampling Golf Courses
John W Fischer               Cincinnati                          Art, Bronze Postcards
Leonard S Fischer          Cincinnati                          Balls, Clubs
Andrew Mutch                 owings Mills                      Art, Ceramics, Silver
William Martin                 New Jersey                      General
James Alexander              London                          
Douglas J McCreath          Troon                              General
Ronald GH Sinclair          Elie                                  Club Makers from Elie and Earlsferry
Barry Coyne                  Blundellsands                     Club Histories
Sean Pattwell                   New Jersey                         Book
Robert Leonardi              Spanga                               Rule Books, Clubs
Bengt TL Gustafson      Anderstorp                        Tom Stewart
Alexander MacNally      Taby                                  Books, Clubs
David Goodban                           Buckfastleigh                        Clubs
J Bruce Dunlop              Dalkeith                            Books, General
Pat Denzler                      Edinburgh                       General, History
Peter Froggatt              Belfast                                 Books, Clubs
Jeff Wu                          Shanghai                          Balls, Books, Clubs, Scorecards, Silver, Trophies
David Machin              Heaton Chapel                        The Life and Works of Dr Alister Mackenzie
Clayton F Jackson         Atlanta                               Architecture, Biographies, Club Histories

From the Editor

It was a pure coincidence that as the united Kingdom and many 
other nations throughout the world are marking the start of the 
First World War that two articles should have arrived for this 
issue of Through the Green dealing with the after effects of war. 
They contrast the fortunes of the thousands who fought in two 
World Wars. Many never returned and were unable to enjoy 
their game of golf. others, the lucky ones, did and were able to 
take up where they left off years before. 

Some of those were able to go on and achieve interna-
tional honours. A contrast indicative of this were the great 
rivals Freddie Tait and John Ball who fought in the Boer War. 
Tragically Freddie Tait, despite being injured, led an attack by 
the Highland Brigade at Koodoosberg and was killed in early 
1900. Ball on the other hand was able to return to England and 
went on to achieve great honours in the game. 

The articles by Hamish Ewan and Brendan Cashel compare 
the fortunes of two golfers from the First World War. Clearly 
golfers were only a small minority of those who gave their lives 
to secure our freedom but a great many did. A look at the Roll 
of Honour in just about every golf club house throughout these 
islands listing the names of the fallen paints a grim picture.  
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novelist noted for his practical jokes.  Mr Proud said that 
there had long been three rival claims for the invention, Dr 
H Von Stephan in Germany, Mr Lipman in the united States 
and Dr E Hermann in Austria have all been credited with the 
idea in the 1860s. However Theodore Hook now seems to 
blown these claims apart. It is likely that Hook sent the card 
to himself for his own amusement. Mr Proud added ‘While 
Hook was clearly an unusual person it also seems that he 
was responsible for one of the greatest Victorian inventions. 
This discovery makes him the postal equivalent to the Earl of 
Sandwich.’

Court size postcards
The first is a slightly earlier one showing the Rusack’s Marine 
Hotel which pre-dates the post card of Bill Anderson by a 
month (Fig 1). 

The second card is one posted in 1901 featuring the match 
in which Harold Hilton played John L Low (Fig 3 ). The 
message reads ‘Hard lines Hilton in by one hole only!! Most 
exciting match, square at the second last hole.The card refers 
to the match in which Harold Hilton, as defending Champion 
played the famous John L Low from Scotland in the final of 
the Amateur Championship played at St Andrews in May 1901. 
Hilton beat Low by one hole.

Jim Gray
adds to the information supplied by Jean Bernard Kazmierczak in the September TTG

Further Thoughts on early Golf Postcards

Some differences of opinion seem to exist with regard 
to when was the first postcard. Recently a magazine 
reported that the world’s oldest postcard, sent in 1840, 
had been sold for £27,000. The card shows Post office 

scribes gathered around an enormous inkwell. The report 
caused a flurry of excitement as it proved that the postcard was 
a British invention and not Austrian, German or American, as 
previously thought. It was authenticated by the British Philatelic 
Association as being twenty years older than the previous 
record holder. Eugene Gomberg, a private collector from Latvia, 
bought it an auction at the London Stamp Exchange. With com-
mission and taxes the total price was £31,750.
The card, complete with a Penny Black postage stamp, was 
addressed to Theodore Hook Esq. Fulham. According to 
the postal historian Edward Proud he was a playwright and 

Fig 1 featuring Rusack’s Hotel, on right of R and A club house is 
Paterson’s School for Boys before the Grand Hotel opened in 1895

Fig 2 rear of the St Andrews ‘court’ card posted on 25th August 1899
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While the third is an early Scottish (c1899) court size post-
card which was unused and features the Links at Burntisland. 
(Fig 4) and has three views in addition to The Links which is 
top left, other views are High Street looking east, Kirkton and 
the Forth  Bridge nd HMS Iron Duke.

Reply paid post cards
Another type of golf postcard which is worth collecting is the 
‘Reply Paid Post Card’. These are usually more interesting and 
exciting as they are normally included in the category of ‘Postal 
Stationery’. This is because the stamp for the relevant postage is 
printed on the card by the printers.  Included are three examples 
from my collection which I think will be of interest to collectors.

Early golf postcards 

Fig 4 Early Scottish post card unused Fig 5 Reply paid postcard, reply card was not returned

Shown in Fig 5 is a reply post card posted on the 24th of 
December 1901 at 2.50pm with a ‘received strike’ on the same 
day at 5. 00pm From the Secretary (probably) of the Calcutta 
Golf Club to J Bathgate of Messrs Bathgate and Sim and Co.     
(locally).The card has the reply section still attached meaning 
that Mr Bathgate did not have the courtesy to reply. The stamp 
printed on the card is of Queen Victoria. 

Calcutta Golf Club was founded in 1829 and is the oldest golf 
club in the world outside the united Kingdom

Fig 6 is another similar ‘reply postcard’ posted to the same 
Mr Bathgate. This card was posted on the 2oth of october 1904 
and again the reply section is still attached when again he had 
not the courtesy to reply. This time the stamp is of King Edward 
VII.
Fig 7 and 7a are from ‘Clubs’ to the Poverty Bay Golf Club, 
Gisborne, New Zealand. It was posted on the 22nd of August 
1910 with a King Edward VII stamp. The club has not returned 
the card as the details are not filled in. The printing is on all 
four sides as opposed to the earlier cards shown in Figs 5 and 

Fig 3 St Andrews Cathedral May 1901, posted St Andrews to 
Tayport, Fife.
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6, which have the printing on three sides only.
Fig 8 shows a reply card from Chester Golf Club dated the 

1st of May 1896 with a Queen Victoria printed stamp. ‘President 
Right Hon. H J Gladstone MP will preside’. Card was not 
returned.

Fig 9 A Canadian reply postcard and again the reply portion 
was not returned. It was posted in 1946 with a King George VI 
stamp. ‘Tournament being held at Glendale Golf and Country 
Club’.

Fig 10 A reply paid postcard from the Royal Liverpool Golf 
Club to J W Macfie posted in May 1897 with a printed Queen 
Victoria Stamp. The postcard was inviting him to the Club 
Annual Dinner. The reply to the Steward was not sent. The card 
was sent by W Ryder Richardson who held office at the club 
from 1895 to 1900.
( Editor, I wonder was this a relative of A F Macfie, who won 
the first Amateur Championship at Royal Liverpool in 1885?)

Fig 11 A reply paid postcard from Wimbledon Park Golf 
Club 1905 which was not returned.

Fig 7 Reply paid post card Great Britain to New Zealand

Fig 6 Reply post card was not returned King Edward VII stamp

Fig 7a Reverse side of Fig 7
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Fig 12 is a reply paid card from 1898 from ‘Golfer’s Club’, 
referring to the forming a Golfing Society for the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants. 

Fig 8 Posted Chester Golf Club Boughton on the 1st of May 1894

Fig 9  A Canadian reply paid post card posted Glendale Golf 
Club 1946, reply portion not returned.

Fig 10. Posted Hoylake May 1897, invite to Annual Dinner,  not 
returned

___________________________________

NB! 
Would all members please note that the 
Fixture List and Membership Directory 2015 
will accompany the March issue of Through 
the Green. Please ensure that all your details 
are correct and if there are changes to e-mail 
addresses or telephone numbers that you 
advise Hamish Ewan, the Membership 
Secretary well in advance 

Early golf postcards 
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Fig 11. A reply to The Steward Royal Liverpool Golf Club. posted 
by W Ryder Richardson who was Secretary from 1895 to 1900.

Fig 12 and 13 show a invite to the Annual Dinner at the 
Wimbledon Park Golf Club for February 1905. The club was 

founded in 1889.

Fig 12. Fig 13 Posted from the Golfers Club 1898 but not returned. An 
invitation to join Institute of Chartered Accountants Golf Club

early golf post cards
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Fig 14. The reverse of the reply section shown in Fig 13. Fig 16. The reverse side of Fig 15 showing the ‘not known’ strikes 
London ‘69’ 24th September and London ‘20’ 25th September  

1902

Fig 15, card sent out by the Honorary Secretary Hythe Golf Club

Fig 15 shows an invitation sent out by the Honorary Secretary 
of Hythe Golf club advertising an Exhibition Match between 
James Braid and Harry Vardon. It was to take place at Hythe 
Golf Club in Kent in october 1902. It also informs the members 
that the Monthly Medal will not be played on that day but on 
the Saturday following, (the 11th october.)

The winner was to receive £15 and the runner-up £10. Braid   
(73,73) beat Vardon (77, 72) . Hythe G C was instituted in 1894 
but was taken over by the War Department in 1939 and was 
never re-opened.

A great early example of use by 
Royal Cromer Golf Club in 1891

Early golf postcards 
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Irish Musings
by John Hanna
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Dear Editor,
Your article on George Nicoll brought back happy memo-

ries.  My Father was at school with the younger George Nicoll 
around 1914-1919 and in later years he always stopped in at the 
shop while on trips to St. Andrews, to see his friend.  on one 
trip we made the usual stop and Father asked George to create a 
set of irons for me, after he had seen me swing etc. and eventu-
ally a full set arrived, which I treasured and used for years.  After 
we returned from the uSA (I had still kept the clubs) and on a 
trip to St. Andrews I went back on my own to their factory, now 
renamed and with no mention of the Nicoll heritage and offered 
the clubs to them for their museum.  They were delighted and 
the Boss said ‘Just wait a moment while I get someone from 
the workshop to come and meet you and see the clubs.’  An 
elderly employee, later identified as the last of the original Nicoll 
employees still working there, came out and after introductions 
and explanations, he studied the irons closely and then pointed 
to tiny identification marks on the back of each club and said 
‘That’s my mark, I made these for you!’  I have not been back to 
see if the irons are still in the Museum.

Bobby Burt

Dear Editor,
As you are probably the course at my home club was designed 
by James Braid. Because of this I collect anything connected 
with Braid and put it in a collection which we have. at the club.

Recently I was given a fairway wood with James Braid’s 
name on the top and the name of the model which I can’t quite 
make out. It looks to be something like ‘Simalie’ but I cannot 
find any references anywhere.

The sole plate is clearly stamped with the makers name 
“Spalding” with whom James Braid was connected. However 
there is also clearly stamped a clay pipe very reminiscent of the 

Tom Stewart mark. 
Would you mind putting the attached photographs in TTG 

and request any information from our knowledgeable members.
Very Many Thanks.

John Holt

correspondence
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Dear Editor,
Michael Sheret co-wrote an article which appeared in the 
March 2014 edition  of Through the Green and wrote a follow-
up article which appeared in the September 2014 edition.

At no stage has he credited the article ‘Was the New South 
Wales Golf Club the First in Australia?’ which was scribed by 
myself and which was published in ‘Golf Architecture’, Issue 8, 
2005, pages 16-19, the magazine of The Society of Australian 
Golf Course Architects. Such article details that Alexander 
Brodie Spark arrived in Sydney during April 1823 and Captain 
James Ferrier, Master of the Henry, arrived in Sydney in early 
1825. Could they not have met at that time?

My article ‘The Ferriers of Carnoustie’ included reference to 
sources, such as Consular records, when submitted to the Editor 
of TTG in 2012.  

John Scarth

Subscriptions 2015 and payment methods
The 2015 subscription notice has been published on the website 
and on page 9 of the September issue of TTG. In summary;
UK Members
All uK based members have been contacted either by email or 
letter detailing subscription fees and a move to a new Direct 
Debit based collection process. If you haven’t completed and 
returned your bank mandate then please action immediately. 
Please don’t forget to cancel any existing Standing order 
instruction with your bank.
 International Members
As for all uK members a new procedure to collect subscriptions 
from 2015 is to be introduced for all International members. 

In future every overseas member will be invoiced electroni-
cally, in local currency, to your email address for collection of 
your 2015 subscription. Invoices will be sent out via email using 
PayPal in December for settlement on 1st January 2015. Invoice 
payment can be processed securely and directly by inputting 
your credit card details without the need for everyone to have 
a PayPal account.

So, please don’t send your credit card details over the 
internet, or, a foreign cheque drawn on a non-uK Bank, or use 
the CHAPS electronic funds transfer facility; all of which are 
insecure, expensive (in fees and conversion) and  more time 
consuming to administer. Please notify me of any new email 
addresses, ensure that your current email address is up to date 
in the Membership area of the website and wait until your 
invoice arrives before effecting payment. Many thanks.

Should you have any issues concerning the new procedures 
outlined above then please contact me for assistance.

With all Best Wishes for the holiday season and 2015.
Stephen Grimoldby

Honorary Treasurer
treasurer@golfcollectors.co.uk

Auction Notes
The recent Mullock’s golf auction attracted one of the best 
entries of quality golf items for nearly 12 months. This included 
collections from 3 estates which included a grand selection of 
point of sales advertising golfing figures, golf balls, golf ball 
boxes, archives, open and Ryder Cup items, medals plus books 
and postcards et cetera
once again there was a good company of collectors in the sale-
room plus bidders online, commission bidders and the usual 
telephone bidders. The end result saw items being purchased 
worldwide from the uS to the Chinese markets with 84% of the 
items being sold. To summarise playable clubs are still being 
well sought after, patent clubs still selling well, again long noses 
and early irons are still proving difficult to sell at a premium. 
There was a large entry of books with very attractive guide 
prices which insured a steady trade throughout but prices are 
still well below the heady days of the past.
undoubtedly the sale which coincided with the Ryder Cup at 
Gleneagles saw prices and demand for  Ryder Cup items exceed-
ing  supply, the highlight of the day being the Ryder Cup trophy 
award to Philip Walton in 1995 which eventually sold for £7000 
to a private collector in the room.
In addition to the usual collection of golfing memorabilia there 
was a fine collection of early rulebooks which saw a total clear-
ance, also items from  a well renowned retired professional golf 
caddy including personal items from Seve Ballesteros. 
Finally it’s interesting to note that quality items priced attrac-
tively still attract good demand and undoubtedly it’s the unusual 
less common items which are most sought-after to summarise 
please see some notable prices which were recorded on the day.
Mullock’s next auction is at the end of January so John will be 
very busy over Christmas cataloguing!!
Some notable prices
£7000 - 1995 Ryder Cup trophy won by Philip Walton 
£5000 - Silver King Advertising golfing figure
£2000 – Brancaster Golf Club - original water colour by Sykes 
( sold after the sale) 
£1850 - 1953 Carnoustie open Golf Championship “Tooting 
Bec”  gold medal
£1700 – An unnamed feathery golf ball
£1600 - Silver King large square mesh papier-mâché point-of-
sale golf ball (A/F)
£1500 – A rare Randall Super monster Niblick
£1500 – Tom Morris Longnose & early unnamed lofting iron 
£1500 - Complete run of uS open Golf Championship pro-
grammes from 1953 to 2013 (60)
£1100 - Complete run Ryder Cup programmes from 1949-2010 
(missing 1959)
£900 - Willie Park signature (signed album page)
£750 - Bobby Jones period signature ( signed album page)
£800 - 1988 – open Golf Championships enamel players badge 
(Ex Ballesteros) 
£750 - osmond’s patent golf caddy
£600 - Collection of Masters Golf Annuals 1977-2012
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mischievous suggestion that, even today, when a ball comes 
to rest in gorse, some members may be tempted to rely upon 
'unofficial Aldeburgh Rules'. 

This history of Aldeburgh Golf Club explores a variety of 
diverse subjects. It discusses topics such as Edwardian shooting 
parties, the club's links with leading golf societies, artisan golf 
and gambling. In addition, there are very interesting chapters 
devoted to two of Aldeburgh's finest golfers, Victor Longstaffe 
and Joy Winn.

It is a beautifully produced hardback book of 272 pages 
with a large number of photographs and illustrations. It is 
much more than just a history of 'the best course in Suffolk'. 
Recommend reading.

Aldeburgh Golf Club 1884-2014 can be obtained at a cost of 
£30 (plus £6.50 post and packing in the uK) from The Secretary, 
Aldeburgh Golf Club, Saxmundham Road, Aldeburgh, IP15 
5PE. Tel. 01728 452890, Email. info@aldeburghgolfclub.co.uk.

Neil Millar

Aldeburgh Golf 
Club 1884-2014 
by 
Stephen Barnard

limited general interest. Alternatively, they can be fascinating 
social histories that are a delight to read. one of the best exam-
ples that I’ve come across recently is a history of Aldeburgh Golf 
Club (Aldeburgh Golf Club 1884-2014) by Stephen Barnard. 

An early chapter describes the influence of the Garrett and 
Anderson families in the formation of a golf club at Aldeburgh. 
The club’s principal founder was Skelton Anderson, husband of 
Elizabeth Garrett Anderson, the pioneer of women’s medicine 
in London. A particularly interesting aspect of the book is 
evidence indicating that Aldeburgh was one of the earliest golf 
clubs to be founded along principles that we might now describe 
as being ‘gender neutral’. Perhaps this was inevitable, given the 
influence at the club of both Elizabeth Garrett Anderson and of 
her sister Millicent Fawcett, a leading campaigner for Women's 
Suffrage. on becoming members at Aldeburgh, Elizabeth and 
Millicent were given handicaps of 50, although it appears that 
playing golf was not a priority for either of them. 

Despite having been founded on principles that might 
have been considered rather progressive in Victorian Britain, 
Aldeburgh is one of the country’s more traditional golf clubs. 
Aldeburgh remains a haven for two-ball golf and there is 
a delightful chapter in the book that is devoted to the club's 
enduring enthusiasm for foursomes, a format that the author 
contrasts with 'the menace of fourball golf '.

In addition to being carefully researched and well written, 
the book provides some amusing anecdotes. In discussing 
the challenges associated with playing this Suffolk heathland 
course, we are told that 'all Aldeburgh golfers recognise the 
distinctive sound of a golf ball hitting the gorse'. I enjoyed 
reading about a local rule, now long abandoned, that allowed 
generous relief from gorse bushes. The author makes the rather 

The idea of Pine Valley Golf Club was conceived by gentlemen 
players of the Philadelphia area – keen to provide a high-quality 
course as a means of raising playing standards. The prime 
mover, George Crump, went on a study tour to Europe, spend-
ing much time on English linksland, and on some of the courses 
then being built in the Surrey heathlands. He hired Harry Colt 
to advise on layout, and Reginald Beale, of the Carter Seeds 
Company, for advice of soil conditions and grass seed. Crump 
provided initial finance for land purchase in nearby New 
Jersey and set up the Club for a limited number of gentlemen 
amateurs. 

Initial progress was rapid, but the layout stuck at fourteen 
holes for a number of years, beset by problems of drought, 
failure of fairway and greens turf, the distractions of war, and 

Crump’s Dream
The Making of Pine Valley 
1913 – 1936
by 
Andrew G Mutch PhD.

As a literary genre, golf club histories 
have acquired something of a mixed 
reputation. They can be rather dry 
accounts of events that are of only 

book reviews
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faltering finances. The tragic death of Crump in 1918 was marked 
by determination of his friends and successors to complete the 
course in his vision. Hugh Alison, of the Colt/MacKenzie/
Alison partnership, was called in to finesse hole layout details; 
GV Piper and RA oakley advised on turf agronomy, fresh from 
pioneering publication of their Turf for Golf Courses. Crump’s 
dream was judged to have been realised by the mid-1920s.

The course is unique among those judged to be among 
the best and most challenging of the world in that it has never 
hosted a major championship, amateur or professional, male or 
female. Its only major international event has been the Walker 
Cup, which it has hosted on two occasions, in 1936 and 1985. The 
crowds of around 3000 that attended the 1936 event double the 
anticipated number, shocked administrators at the Club, who 
resolved that the course was unsuited to such numbers.   

This exceptionally fine history, by BGCS member Andy 
Mutch, marks the ‘centennial’ of the Club and concentrates 
on the first formative years. It is remarkable that such a fine 
course should have built its reputation and mystique with so 
little competitive history; the author makes it clear that from 
the very start (with much initial influence from AW Tillinghast, 
no less) a highly effective publicity campaign was undertaken.
This is a substantial volume in landscape format, beautifully 
laid out. Its four columns of text per page give full flexibility 
in the use of images, though font size does not give an easy 
read to the naked eye. It is printed in full colour throughout, 
though the facility is used sparingly in discreet typographical 
highlights, occasional illustrations, and in adding lustre to 
some wonderful contemporary sepia photographs.

Pine Valley does not appear to have a website, so details of 
what your reviewer would expect to be a hefty cover price and 
substantial mailing cost are not available. But get one if you can. 
This is one of the greatest of club histories.

John Pearson

History 0f The Royal County 
Down Golf Club 
125th Anniversary Edition
by 
Alan Hewitt

centenary book. Since then there have been many books cel-
ebrating the first 100 years of a golf club. In the last century 
there were no real yardsticks against which a book could be 
judged. Despite this the Royal County Down book of 1989 was 
considered to be a great success. Recently the improvements in 
printing and design and also subsequent reduction of costs have 
led to a dramatic improvement in such histories.
Nowhere, in my mind, is this more clearly demonstrated than 
in the new book, The History of The Royal County Down Golf 

Club 125th Anniversary Edition. Another essential for a good 
club history is that it should be written by someone who has an 
interest, knowledge and a real feel for the club. Royal County 
Down had just the man. Alan Hewitt, a member for many years, 
Captain of the club in 2004 and Honorary Secretary from 2008 
until 2013. Alan clearly used his time in office to research all 
the club’s minute books right back to 1989, updating all the 
information contained in the earlier two books. This is not just a 
rewrite of these as many new facts have come to light and many 
new photographs have been used. He also makes good use of 
other books which have been published in recent years relating 
to the club. These include two written by BGCS members, Ian 
Nalder and Richard Latham. It is a well-known fact that Tom 
Morris was employed in 1890 to design a course at a fee not 
exceeding four guineas £4 but Alan in his extensive research has 
found many new facts such as the visits of Freddie Tait and the 
discovery of an extremely interesting hole by hole description 
of the course by H M Rush of Tantallon Golf Club in the Golfing 
Annual of 1895/189. 

The period since the club’s centenary has seen many changes 
to both the course and the club house. It has also seen the  return  
of number of overseas golfers, both amateur and professional, 
to experience the delights and difficulties of this wonderful golf 
course. Which retains its position as one of the top golf courses 
in the world. Alan records the number of top class events which 
have taken place in recent decades such as the return of the 
Amateur Championship. The Walker Cup was played in 2007 
and is covered extensively enhanced with a number of great 
photographs. There has also been the return of professional golf 
when the quality of the course was recognised with the Senior 
British open Championship being played not just once but in  
in 2000, 2001 and 2002.

 There is a greater coverage of ladies golf throughout the 
book as well as the recent playing of the British Ladies’ Amateur 
Strokeplay Championship in 2006. This event had also taken 
place in 2000. Alan deals extensively with the many events 
and changes which have occurred at Newcastle over the last 
twenty-five years   

A nice feature of the book is the manner in which the author 
has recognised the contribution to the club by many members 
and a loyal staff. There are many amusing anecdotes and pen 
portraits of some of the characters, as well as some charming 
photographs  of those who have added greatly to the history of 
this great club. This book, which is of coffee table proportions, is 
filled with many beautiful photographs of the course set against 
the backdrop of the Mountains of Mourne. It is beatifully laid 
out with easy to read text. For the many golfers who have played 
RCD this book would bring back many happy memories. It is 
available from the Secretary Royal County Down Golf Club, 
Newcastle, County Down, BT33 0AN  golf@royalcountydown.
org  at a cost of £45 plus postage. There is a ‘promotional rate’ 
until 18th January of £2.80. The rate for Europe is £12.40  while 
rate to uS is £20.95 and to the rest of the world it is £22.15.

John Hanna

one hundred years ago there were not 
many golf clubs celebrating their cente-
naries. only some of these produced a 
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The Irish Open Championship 1930

The Irish open Championship made its first visit to 
the links at Royal Portrush Golf Club in June 1930. 
The organisers were very disappointed to be let down 
by the non-appearance of a group of golfers from the 

united States. These were Leo Diegel, Horton Smith and the 
amateur Mr Roy Harlow. It was considered while they would be 
missed nevertheless the field was a very good one.

Play on the opening day was under a broiling sun, with the 
greens compared to plate-glass. It was on the greens where most 
of the players, both professional and amateur, tripped up. The 
largest gallery on the first day was for Archie Compston, who 
in an armless pullover and with his shirt sleeves rolled up dyna-
mited his way round in 73.or one over 4’s. He took three putts 
on only one hole and had a brilliant 4 on the long thirteenth. 
He was partnered by Charles McIlvenny, all the way from South 
Africa, who while he found the greens more to his liking than 
any other player did not keep as straight a course as did his big 
burly partner and fished five strokes worse. Mc Ilvenny is of 
ulster descent; his father was a North of Ireland man and gave 
his life while serving with the Royal Irish Rifles in the South 
African War. McIlvenny will not return to business in South 
Africa until october. The best scores returned were by the South 
of England player A J Lacey and Moses o’Neill, formerly of 
Howth but now at the Wrekin club. Both players equalled the 
par of 72 but o’Neills was the more dramatic. out in 39 he came 
home in a miraculous score of 33. Lacey’s was the result of steady 
play in all departments. 
Hugh McNeill, the local professional and greenkeeper, who was 
out late the previous evening putting the final touches to the 
course and seeing that everything was spic and span also had 
trouble with his putting otherwise he would have had a much 
better return of 77, 38 out and 39 home. As an indication of the 
deep interest taken to the game by the youth of Portrush the 
Whig reporter overheard while passing the local elementary 
school adjacent to the course when the scholars were being 
dismissed for the day one small boy shout excitedly ‘your da’ 
had a 77’ clearly addressed to Hugh’s son. The boys pelted across 
the road to see the scoreboard for themselves. Another local 
professional, Syd Fairweather of the Malone Club joined the 
select band on 74 which included Percy Alliss of Berlin, Bill 
Large and Arthur Havers. The young professional from the 
ormeau club drove the first green (380 yards) but three putted. 
At the halfway stage he was in a good position but three putted 
no less than five greens on the inward half. The leading amateurs 
at the end of the first day were Mr R W Barnett of Donaghadee 
and Mr D Wilson Smyth of The Royal County Down Club, they 
were both on 76.

After two days sixty players were to qualify for the final day. 
Leading the qualifiers was Charles Whitcombe who scored 70 
for an aggregate of 145. His score broke the course record by two 
shots and enabled him to have a four stroke advantage over the 

rest of the field Had he played the short holes even ordinarily 
well his scorecard would have been two to three shots better. 
He had a 4 at the 3rd hole which was 120 yards long, he took 
three putts at the 4th. He recovered a couple of these shots 
at the 9th hole, which measure 511 yards, where he had a 
brilliant 3, a driver a brassie and a five yard putt to be out in 
36. At the 11th his drive had a bad bounce off a bank and he 
was bunkered the hole costing him a 5. At the 14th hole, 175 
yards, he was the only player to have a 2 but followed this up 
with a 4 at the Gasworks Hole (191 yards), incidentally it was 
at this hole where the 1947 open Champion Fred Daly had 
his first hole-in-one. In second place was Archie Compston 
four strokes ahead of the holder, Abe Mitchell, and Bill Large 
(Huyton).  Mitchell, who was playing steadily, provided the 
one incident of the day. At the second hole he was through 
the fairway with his drive and on playing his brassie he 
topped the ball. The golf correspondent of the Northern Whig 
described it nicely ‘he cut the top of his ball as cleanly as one 
would cut his breakfast egg.’ Clearly the ball was unplayable 
so could be replaced under the Rules and he holed out in 4.  

Mitchell had played a little loosely at times, he had two 5’s 
going out at the 1st and the 6th, but also had 3’s at the 11th, 13th and 
18th coming home. It was considered that his golf was still good 
enough for him to mount a serious challenge. out in 37 and 
home in 36 his 73 was the second best score of the day.  Archie 
Compston and Hugh McNeill, the local professional, were the 
best combined exhibition of golf and had they been playing a 
match they would have ended up all square. Compston was out 
in 38 and McNeill in 39 whereas coming home McNeill scored 
37 to Compston’s 38 giving both a score of 76. 

The Irishman Moses o’Neil, formerly of Howth but now 
based at Wrekin Golf Club, took five shots more in the second 
round than he had taken on the first day, two of which were 
caused by three putting twice. Ernest Whitcombe fared bet-
ter in his second round but A J Lacey who was at the top on 
Wednesday took an 80 and jeopardised his chances. Arthur 
Havers also fell away following his first round 74 with an 82. 
Percy Alliss who travelled from Berlin had no luck in his 76 
which was mainly free from any blemish but when he made a 
mistake he had to pay heavily for it taking a 6 at the 2nd hole 
and again at the 10th where his ball was in a bunker and he 
had to play the shot from a kneeling position. The Irish Golfer 
reported ‘The leading Irish golfers were John Hamill from 
Bangor and Hugh McNeill from Portrush on 153 which was 
eight shots behind the leaders.  Nolan from Portmarnock was 
on 154 while McCartney from ormeau was on 157. Mr D W 
Smyth from Royal County Down was the leading amateur with 
an aggregate of 155 while H S Sheals from Balmoral scored 77 for 
a total of 156. Fred Smyth the professional at Royal Dublin holed 
out in one at the 7th hole. Despite Whitcombe’s advantage it 
looked like it might still be an exciting last day with four players 



 |  59

being tied in second place Moses o’Neill, Archie Compston, 
Abe Mitchell (the holder) and Bill Large.  

Speaking after the second round Archie Compston, a 
favourite with the Irish galleries, told reporters that he thought 
the Portrush links comprised some of the greatest golfing 
country he had ever played over and expressed surprise that 
the British open Championship had never been played there 
(pity it has taken nearly 88 years for this to happen). He said the 
greens were fiery but all that was required in that respect was 
courage which many of the players seem to lack, to hit the ball 
up to the hole. Another comment which will have endeared him 
to the home crowd was ‘I drove up to here from Belfast with Mr 
McMullan of your Knock Golf Club and I think your (Antrim) 
coast road to be one of the finest things in the world - just as 
spectacular in its own charming way as The Rockies’ 
At the end of the third round the overnight leader had extended 
his lead to seven shots by scoring 73, Abe Mitchell being his 
nearest challenger. The only other player to score 73 on the third 
round was T Barber (Derbyshire) coming in nine shots behind 
Whitcombe. only two players finished on 74, S Fairweather 
of Malone who played infinitely better golf than in the second 
round where he took 80 mainly due to getting into Mann’s 
Bunker (see Fig ?) at the twelfth hole which cost him a 10.Nolan 
was the second player to score 74 enabling him to keep well up to 
if not actually among the first flight. Archie Compston could at 
this stage do nothing right playing many indifferent shots on the 
inward half on which he took 43 shots or six more than on the 
more difficult outward half.  George Duncan and Charles Hezlet 
were another pair neither of whom had struck any form. The 
professional took 82 while his amateur partner scored an 83. It 
was now Mr  H S Sheals (77) of Balmoral and Mr F P McConnell 
(80) who were the leading amateurs. They were siupposed to be 
playing in a play-off the next day but despite both having better 
scores the amateur prize was awarded to Charles Hezlet. His 
final score was three shots more. No explanation can be found 
to this matter. Perhaps the committee forgot there was a tie for 
first place!
There had been some rain in the morning but by the afternoon 
the conditions were ideal. Many low scores were made in this 
round than in any other round due chiefly to better putting 
conditions. Charle Whitcombe, the leader was out early and 
proved that he had the Championship in safe hands scoring a 71. 
Mitchell who was one of the last pair had no chance of catching 
him but a capital 72 gave him second place. W H Davies also 
returned a 72 while George Duncan and Major Hezlet struck 
their form too late each scoring a 73. Syd Fairweather was the 
only other player to score 73.  

The Irish Golfer in its report stated ‘the experiment in hold-
ing the Irish open at Portrush proved thoroughly successful. 
During the week Portrush was a town of golfers for golfers. 
There was not a shop where the man behind the counter could 
not tell you all about the course, the lines to the holes, the type 
of 

putter for the greens and all the hundred and one things 
about golf.’(What a contrast to last year when hardly a golfer 
visited the shops in the town!) It is not clear what was meant 
by the experiment as the championship had been played in 
Newcastle two years previously. A novelty was the acting of 
ladies as markers who did their work splendidly. The marker 
paired with the Greek professional from Athens spent the night 
before learning Grecian figures up to ten, only to learn he was 
originally from ??? and spoke perfect English. 

There were more low scores in the fourth and last round 
than in any other, mainly due to the improved putting condi-
tions. It seems strange to us today but Charles Whitcombe, 
who was leading the championship by seven shots, was out 
early soon proved that he had the championship in safe keeping 
when he returned a 71. Mitchell in second place was one of 
the last pair out never had any hope of getting near the leader 
but he maintained his second place with a creditable 73.  W 
H Davies scored 72 while others scoring 73 included George 
Duncan, Sid Fairweather of the Malone Club in Belfast  and 
local amateur Major C o Hezlet.   Whitcombe’s card read:-

out   5 5 3 5 4 4 3 4 5 = 38
In      4 4 3 5 3 4 3 3 5 =  33 Total 73

It was reported that the Royal Portrush Club did everything 
to make the meeting a success. Sir Ernest Herdman H M L, 
the Captain, was here, there and everywhere.  No Captain was 
ever so hospitable or keen about the whole thing. Mr F St L 
Tyrrell, the Secretary, assisted the Championship Committee 
in every way. Speaking at the prize-giving said as much as they 
had missed the American golfers thanks to the way in which 
all the professionals from these islands had supported the event 
the Americans were not missed as first thought. He judged 
the event a great success and said the only complaint he had 
heard during the few days was from two old ladies who had 
said it was a great mistake to have held the championship dur-
ing the week of the General Assembly. (an important annual 
gathering of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, incidentally 
it was at this meeting where the great Clontarf member, the 
Reverend  J L  Morrow ended his tenure as Moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland.) D W Smyth, Chairman of 
the Championship Committee conveyed thanks to the Royal 
Portrush Golf Club for their excellent arrangements for the 
championship.

Moses o’Neill covered himself with glory on the first day 
and finished comparatively well. Willie Nolan, Syd Fairweather 
and Hugh McNeill all did well, in fact Fairweather did really 
well, had it not been for two holes which cost him 17 shots!  
Charles Whitcombe, the winner, owed his success largely to his 
confidence on the very fast greens.  Given the dry conditions 
the players were hitting the ball tremendous distances should 
have led to better scoring but most players were cowed on the 
greens. Abe Mitchell finished second averaging 74 ¼ strokes 
to Whitcombe’s 72 ¼. He was putting reasonably well but for 
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once his driving was off.  W H Davies was in third place with 
an average of 74 ¾.

Great interest was taken in Percy Alliss, who is a delightful 
player to watch. Not since Harry Vardon has there been a much 
better stylist. At his Berlin club his time is so taken up with 
lessons that he has little time to play golf himself, but one can see 
that we will be hearing soon of some good German amateurs if 
coached by him. He finished fourth but would have been much 
closed to Whitcombe had more short putts gone in for him more 
often than they did. The ‘irrepresssible Archie’ played mixed 
golf, at times delighting the galleries with some brilliant shots 
but at other times depressing them. He finished in sixth place. 

Good hospitality is something in which the Irish have 
always taken a pride and this was much in evidence at Portrush. 
owing to the lateness of the finish it became clear that the cross-
Channel players and pressmen would not be able to make their 
connection and miss the boat.  Step in Mr Samuel Berkley J P, 
manager of the Belfast Steamship Co. Ltd., himself an enthusi-
astic golfer, who sent a special telephonic request to delay the 
sailing of the boat for fifteen minutes.  The train arrived on time 
and the party boarded with smiling faces and tremendously 
grateful to Mr Berkley for his kind and considerate action. 
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The Irish Open Championship 1930

The Irish open Championship made its first visit to 
the links at Royal Portrush Golf Club in June 1930. 
The organisers were very disappointed to be let down 
by the non-appearance of a group of golfers from the 

united States. These were Leo Diegel, Horton Smith and the 
amateur Mr Roy Harlow. It was considered while they would be 
missed nevertheless the field was a very good one.

Play on the opening day was under a broiling sun, with the 
greens compared to plate-glass. It was on the greens where most 
of the players, both professional and amateur, tripped up. The 
largest gallery on the first day was for Archie Compston, who 
in an armless pullover and with his shirt sleeves rolled up dyna-
mited his way round in 73.or one over 4’s. He took three putts 
on only one hole and had a brilliant 4 on the long thirteenth. 
He was partnered by Charles McIlvenny, all the way from South 
Africa, who while he found the greens more to his liking than 
any other player did not keep as straight a course as did his big 
burly partner and fished five strokes worse. Mc Ilvenny is of 
ulster descent; his father was a North of Ireland man and gave 
his life while serving with the Royal Irish Rifles in the South 
African War. McIlvenny will not return to business in South 
Africa until october. The best scores returned were by the South 
of England player A J Lacey and Moses o’Neill, formerly of 
Howth but now at the Wrekin club. Both players equalled the 
par of 72 but o’Neills was the more dramatic. out in 39 he came 
home in a miraculous score of 33. Lacey’s was the result of steady 
play in all departments. 
Hugh McNeill, the local professional and greenkeeper, who was 
out late the previous evening putting the final touches to the 
course and seeing that everything was spic and span also had 
trouble with his putting otherwise he would have had a much 
better return of 77, 38 out and 39 home. As an indication of the 
deep interest taken to the game by the youth of Portrush the 
Whig reporter overheard while passing the local elementary 
school adjacent to the course when the scholars were being 
dismissed for the day one small boy shout excitedly ‘your da’ 
had a 77’ clearly addressed to Hugh’s son. The boys pelted across 
the road to see the scoreboard for themselves. Another local 
professional, Syd Fairweather of the Malone Club joined the 
select band on 74 which included Percy Alliss of Berlin, Bill 
Large and Arthur Havers. The young professional from the 
ormeau club drove the first green (380 yards) but three putted. 
At the halfway stage he was in a good position but three putted 
no less than five greens on the inward half. The leading amateurs 
at the end of the first day were Mr R W Barnett of Donaghadee 
and Mr D Wilson Smyth of The Royal County Down Club, they 
were both on 76.

After two days sixty players were to qualify for the final day. 
Leading the qualifiers was Charles Whitcombe who scored 70 
for an aggregate of 145. His score broke the course record by two 
shots and enabled him to have a four stroke advantage over the 

rest of the field Had he played the short holes even ordinarily 
well his scorecard would have been two to three shots better. 
He had a 4 at the 3rd hole which was 120 yards long, he took 
three putts at the 4th. He recovered a couple of these shots 
at the 9th hole, which measure 511 yards, where he had a 
brilliant 3, a driver a brassie and a five yard putt to be out in 
36. At the 11th his drive had a bad bounce off a bank and he 
was bunkered the hole costing him a 5. At the 14th hole, 175 
yards, he was the only player to have a 2 but followed this up 
with a 4 at the Gasworks Hole (191 yards), incidentally it was 
at this hole where the 1947 open Champion Fred Daly had 
his first hole-in-one. In second place was Archie Compston 
four strokes ahead of the holder, Abe Mitchell, and Bill Large 
(Huyton).  Mitchell, who was playing steadily, provided the 
one incident of the day. At the second hole he was through 
the fairway with his drive and on playing his brassie he 
topped the ball. The golf correspondent of the Northern Whig 
described it nicely ‘he cut the top of his ball as cleanly as one 
would cut his breakfast egg.’ Clearly the ball was unplayable 
so could be replaced under the Rules and he holed out in 4.  

Mitchell had played a little loosely at times, he had two 5’s 
going out at the 1st and the 6th, but also had 3’s at the 11th, 13th and 
18th coming home. It was considered that his golf was still good 
enough for him to mount a serious challenge. out in 37 and 
home in 36 his 73 was the second best score of the day.  Archie 
Compston and Hugh McNeill, the local professional, were the 
best combined exhibition of golf and had they been playing a 
match they would have ended up all square. Compston was out 
in 38 and McNeill in 39 whereas coming home McNeill scored 
37 to Compston’s 38 giving both a score of 76. 

The Irishman Moses o’Neil, formerly of Howth but now 
based at Wrekin Golf Club, took five shots more in the second 
round than he had taken on the first day, two of which were 
caused by three putting twice. Ernest Whitcombe fared bet-
ter in his second round but A J Lacey who was at the top on 
Wednesday took an 80 and jeopardised his chances. Arthur 
Havers also fell away following his first round 74 with an 82. 
Percy Alliss who travelled from Berlin had no luck in his 76 
which was mainly free from any blemish but when he made a 
mistake he had to pay heavily for it taking a 6 at the 2nd hole 
and again at the 10th where his ball was in a bunker and he 
had to play the shot from a kneeling position. The Irish Golfer 
reported ‘The leading Irish golfers were John Hamill from 
Bangor and Hugh McNeill from Portrush on 153 which was 
eight shots behind the leaders.  Nolan from Portmarnock was 
on 154 while McCartney from ormeau was on 157. Mr D W 
Smyth from Royal County Down was the leading amateur with 
an aggregate of 155 while H S Sheals from Balmoral scored 77 for 
a total of 156. Fred Smyth the professional at Royal Dublin holed 
out in one at the 7th hole. Despite Whitcombe’s advantage it 
looked like it might still be an exciting last day with four players 
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