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Captain’s Letter

The first committee meeting of 2015 was held in the board 
room of the PGA at the Belfry.  The invitation came from 
fellow BGCS member David Wright, Heritage and Member 
Support Executive of the PGA, who welcomed us and after the 
meeting, gave us a talk on the PGA’s collection of memorabilia 
housed in the Committee Room.

The PGA is actively gathering items of interest from its 
inception in 1901 , and the centre-piece is undoubtedly the 
27ins tall, Harry Vardon statuette, sculpted by Hal Ludlow, 
which is known as The Vardon Trophy and is awarded every 

year to the leading professional player in the Race to Dubai. 
Before 2009 it was awarded to leader of the Order of Merit 
on the European Tour. A similar Harry Vardon statuette is 
awarded by the US PGA to the player, on the US tour, with the 
lowest scoring average for the year.

These statuettes are highly valued and do not leave the 
premises of the ruling bodies. It is thought that there are five/
six such statuettes in existence, but the whereabouts of only 
two others is known. A smaller version of the statuette, 9.5ins, 
came up for auction at Sotheby’s in 2012, being part of the Jaime 
Ortiz-Patino sale. 

On a personal level, I have recently obtained a club, cleek-
mark Tom Stewart, which bears the name of the first profes-
sional, D Stephenson, at my home-club Huntercombe. The 
club came from a member of our society in Sweden, and I am 
grateful to the intermediaries involved with the club’s return 
to its original home! 

Perhaps the Editor should re-introduce a ‘Classified’ page 
at the back of T.T.G. where members can, for a modest fee, 
advertise their ‘items for sale’ or their ‘wants’’. No Harry 
Vardon statuettes, please!

Finally, August 11th will be my Captain’s Day at Huntercombe 
Golf Club, near Henley-on-Thames. When the course was 
opened in 1901 it was owned by Willie Park Jnr, and his original 
layout has been maintained. Either hickory or modern clubs 
may be used. Application forms can be downloaded from the 
B.G.C.S. web-site.

The Committee Meeting at The 
Belfry on the 1st of February marked 
David Kirkwood’s final attendance 
after fourteen years including two 
as Captain. In attendance were L-R 
Tony Norcott, Liz MacDonald, 
Clive Mitchell, The Captain Alan 
Henderson, Stephen Grimoldby, 
David Kirkwood, Ian Hislop and 
Chris Walker. Absent were Editor 
John Hanna and Nigel Notley.
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 The Spring Outing this year for the 
Harry Bowden Quaich will be at Ballater 
Golf Club, in the heart of Deeside, on 
Tuesday 5th May with the first tee off at 
11.30 a.m.  Coffee and bacon rolls will be 
available before we go out with the usual 
two course meal after play.

Players with both hickory and steel 
are looked for with the usual prizes for 
best Stableford score, nearest the pin etc 
all being played for. Donations for prizes 
are always welcome as are guests.

Ballater Golf Club was founded in 
1892 and so will celebrate its 125 years 
in 2017. Hopefully if we make a good 
impression we may be invited back to 
help them celebrate. As with many clubs 
it first started with 9 holes designed 
by the members and was extended to 
18 holes in 1906. The course has been 
extended and redesigned when extra 
land has become available. Vardon and 
Braid played an exhibition match in 
1906 on their way south from Dornoch - 
so we follow in exalted footsteps.

Cost for the day is £45 to include 
green fee, meals, gratuity, prizes etc. 
and I would be glad if entries could be 
returned to me with the relevant cheque 
by Tuesday 28th April. The address is 20 
Druim Avenue, Inverness, IV2 4LG.

I look forward to seeing some old 
faces as well as some new ones on the 
day. The entry form is available from the 
web site.

Hamish Ewan

Forthcoming Events

The Welsh Weekend 
Thanks to Liz MacDonald for once 

again arranging the opening event 
for the 2015 season.There will be a 
Stableford team event at Borth & 
Ynyslas on Friday the 27th  of March 
(for players using hickories or mod-
ern clubs). This will be followed by  
the annual hickory match against 
Aberdovey on Saturday the 28th March 
and the Welsh Hickory Championship 
on Sunday the 29th of  March.

 Members should download the entry 
form from the website and send it to me 
by post, or they may want to contact me 
by email: my address is em@jmacd.plus.
com 

If any of the events are oversubscribed 
I will have to accept entries in chronol-
0gical order.

President’s Day Royal 
Liverpool Golf Club

The President’s Day and Annual 
General Meeting will take place at 
the Royal Liverpool Golf Club from 
Thursday the 23rd of April to Saturday 
the 25th of April.The format of the three 
days in 2015 is identical to last year. We 
start with a visit to Wallasey Golf Club 
on the Thursday afternoon, some five 
miles along the coast from Hoylake and 
home course of Dr Frank Stableford, 
where we shall play 18 holes with lunch 
prior to and dinner after the golf. This 
Club, with its wonderful links and 
great sea views, has again generously 
offered us preferential terms and it is 
to be hoped that good support will be 
forthcoming. 

On Friday there is informal golf 
for a limited number in the morning 
at Hoylake (nine holes starting from 
09:30). Lunch is available between noon 
and 14:00 and a foursome stableford 
competition for the John Behrend 
Shields and the Heath/Mitchell Salver 
commences at 13:30. A strict draw for 
partners will be carried out. 

Before dinner in the evening the 
AGM takes place and to round off a 

busy day, a small auction of golfing 
memorabilia is organised for 22:00.

We are most grateful to the Club 
for allowing us our customary day at 
Hoylake and for maintaining such a 
reasonable financial package. 

On Saturday morning there is to be 
another Collector’s Fair, an ideal oppor-
tunity for members to buy, sell and 
exchange in the splendid surroundings 
of the Club Room.

Please print the application forms 
from the website in the usual way and 
return completed forms to myself.

Bob Chadwick

Scottish Hickory 
Championship

North  Scottish Sring 
Outing 

The 31st Scottish Hickory Strokeplay 
Championship will be held at 
Scotscraig GC, Fife on Friday 29th May 
followed by  an 18-hole individual 
strokeplay  competition for the George 
Colville Memorial Trophy on the 
Ashludie course at Monifieth GC  on 
Saturday 30th May. Scotscraig is the 
13th oldest golf club in the world being 
founded in 1817. It has been a final Open 
qualifier on numerous occasions.

Please note that the maximum num-
ber of golfers at Scotscraig is restricted to 
36 and Ashludie 12. Entries will be on a 
first come first served basis. Play on the 
Friday will commence at Scotscraig at 
1.36pm with dinner in the clubhouse at 
7 for 7.30pm. 

Play on the Saturday will commence 
at Ashludie at 10am with lunch in the 
clubhouse.

Members should download the entry 
form from our website and return to Ian 
Hislop no later than 1st May. 

Just as an early reminder this year our 
Open Championship Meeting is being 
held on the Medal course at Monifieth 
Golf Club, Angus on Wednesday 15th 
July. The Medal  course was used as final 
qualifying course for the 2007 Open 
Championship.
Golf will start at 12.33pm and will be by 
individual stableford for the Ray Gossage 
Trophy with dinner in the clubhouse at 

7pm for 7.30pm. Hickories and modern 
clubs are both acceptable. Guests and 
non-playing diners will be welcome.
There will be a collector’s fair from 9am 
to noon, for which tables can be hired at 
£10 for 6ft table and £20 for 12ft table.
Please complete the entry form on the 
BGCS website if you wish to attend. 
Please note that entries are restricted to 
the first 36 received. 
Members should download the entry 
form from our website and return to Ian 
Hislop no later than 15th June. 

Ian Hislop
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who tried to do more almost invariably came to grief.’
Taylor’s opinion of the Road Hole would go from bad to 

worse. At the 1905 Open Taylor was within striking distance 
of the eventual winner James Braid when his pitch over the 
Road Hole bunker, a shot he claimed he hit well, did not hold 
the green and finished on the road. He took several shots to 
get back to the green, later claiming the hole had cost him the 
championship. He was to call the Road Hole one of the worst in 
the world. On the 25th of June 1921, taking a final sarcastic dig at 
the hole after the 1921 Open, Taylor told the Dundee Courier: 

It was 26 years ago that I made my first visit to St Andrews...  I 
have found the 17th (Road) hole a very unsympathetic friend. 
It has cost me two championships, but it is a matter of much 
satisfaction to me that I have learned to respect it this week. I 
have played it as pawkily as the most pawky Scot ever could. 

Harry Vardon had little affection for the Old Course (he never 
won an Open there), but he reserved special venom for the 
Road Hole. 

It may be an awful thing to confess, but I have never been 
a lover of St. Andrews. It is good in many respects, but its 
bunkers are badly placed. You get into them oftener with 
good shots than with bad ones. One or two need filling up 
and others making in their place. They punish the man who 
is driving well more than the man who is driving badly, for 
they are generally the length of a good long drive. If this defect 
could be remedied, and if there were a few more bunkers at 
the sides to catch the pulled and sliced balls, then St. Andrews 
would be fine…
Many golfers swear by the seventeenth; but I am not one of them. I 
think that it is a very unfair hole and there is no encouragement here 
to be plucky. The player must be pawky all the way, for it is fully two to 
one against there being anything but punishment as the result of bold 
tactics. The man who tries to place his long shot on the green may try 
again and again, and he will be convinced that it is next to impossible 
to stop there when he reaches it.

By 1908 the Road Hole had become so controversial that 
Hutchinson, in an overview of famous holes, seemed reluctant 
to discuss it at all:

The Strange Career of the Road Hole

Robert Crosby
examines the history behind the best-known golf hazard in the world

Familiarity is often an obstacle to historical under-
standing. The more we think we know about a famous 
hole like the Road Hole, the seventeenth on the Old 
Course at St Andrews, the more our modern precon-

ceptions tend to filter out the fact that it was not always seen as 
the iconic hole it is today. For a time many of the greatest players 
in the game thought it badly flawed. 

From early on the Road Hole has been singled out for its 
difficulty. Horace G Hutchinson, writing in the Badminton 
Library in 1890, was one of the first to describe its many perils:

… we may go on, sailing and slogging, till, steering along beside 
the railway, we … [come] to that dreaded seventeenth - so near 
the end, and so dangerous! For after we have piloted our way 
through, or round, or over the corner of the wall enclosing the 
Station-master’s garden, and the little bunker on the left, and 
have turned up towards the right, with our seconds, then we 
see that little Garden of Eden - very different from the river so 
called - where the hole is, lying between Scylla and Charybdis 
(a dread vision such as may excuse any anachronism in our 
similes!), that horrid little round bunker to one side of it, and 
that hopeless hard road on the other. And the canny golfer we 
see approaching it in instalments, and the bold spirit, taking 
his fate in his hand, going for glory  or the grave. 

The difficulty of the hole was on display in the 1900 Open. 
J H Taylor, the winner that year, played the Road Hole in six 
strokes in each of his first three rounds, managing a five in his 
final round by sinking ‘a seven yard putt’. Harry Vardon, who 
finished second, took a six on the hole each round; Braid, the 
third place finisher, averaged five and a half strokes on the hole; 
the fourth place finisher, Jack White, suffered a six on the hole 
each round. And those were the scores of the four best players 
in the field that year.

About a month later, still feeling the pain inflicted by 
the Road Hole, Taylor suggested improvements to it in Golf 
Illustrated. ‘It might become a splendid hole if the green between 
the bunker and the road were [sic] twice as large.’ A sympathetic 
Garden G  Smith, the magazine’s editor, then noted that at the 
Open that year ‘nearly every player played round the [Road Hole] 
bunker and contented himself with a 6 and the off-chance of a 5. Those 
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I will also mention another [hole], about which there will be no 
such consensus of opinion - it is the seventeenth, much reviled 
hole at St. Andrews. This hole is reviled because its green is so 
cruelly guarded, by the pot bunker on one side and the road 
on the other. 

A few years later Bernard Darwin noted that the hole continued 
to be both ‘praised and abused’:

The seventeenth hole has been more praised and more abused 
probably than any other hole in the world. It has been called 
unfair, and by many harder names as well; it has caused cham-
pions with a predilection for pitching rather than running to 
tear their hair; it has certainly ruined an infinite number of 
scores. Many like it, most respect it, and all fear it.

Disagreements about the quality of the Road Hole did not 
appear out of the blue. Arguments about golf course archi-
tecture were roiling the golf world at the time. Taylor and 
Vardon were keenly aware of those disagreements and would 
have intended their complaints about the hole to figure in that 
broader debate. Though there were certainly private discussions 
that took place earlier, the first public record of that debate dates 
to January, 1901, when Golf Illustrated asked prominent golfers 
to nominate the best holes in Britain and give reasons for their 
choices. Initiated by Garden Smith, the exercise was undertaken 
in the hope that a consensus might be reached about the criteria 
for a ‘good hole’ and thereby facilitate the construction of better 
golf courses. 

Nearly all the period’s most famous golfers took part, 
including Taylor and Vardon, and they all echoed long-standing 
Victorian precepts about golf course architecture. Their watch-
word was that course lay-outs should yield ‘fair’ outcomes. The 
severity of a hole’s hazards should be ‘proportional’ to the degree 
to which a shot was missed; hole lengths should be such that 
reaching the green required multiples of full shots; hazards 
should be placed to catch topped shots so that holes did not 
‘level’ good and bad play; and features should be visible and 
clearly defined so as to minimize lucky or ‘undeserved’ results.  

But Garden Smith’s hopes for a consensus about what made 
for a well-designed hole were derailed by John Laing Low. He 
pointedly disagreed with virtually all the other participants, 
noting that Victorian design ideas were badly misguided; that 
they had inflicted on the game dull and unchallenging golf 
courses, at least for better players; and that they had reduced 
golf to a simple matter of athletic skill. Low then compounded 
his apostasy by proposing wholly new design principles meant 
to replace older Victorian ideas root and branch. The Road Hole 
figured prominently in his thinking:

..The player should, in my view, have to steer his way through 
the hazards of the course, having to play each shot in fear and 
trembling. He should, moreover, have to go near the hazards, 
so closely should they, gird his path…. [When Hilton, Taylor, 

and Vardon], these greatest of all players, approach the teeing-
ground of the eleventh or seventeenth holes at St. Andrews—or 
holes of similar difficulty—it is worth while watching the play. 
Now something has to be risked, and, moreover, from a philo-
sophical point of view the risk is self-imposed. The position of 
the match, the chances of success, and, perhaps, the nature of 
the opponent’s previous shot have all to be taken into account. 
The game has risen from the merely physical and mechanical, 
and has become as well philosophical and strategical. It is 
hinted that such holes are slightly unfair, as a shot which is 
nearly a good shot may yet. get punished. If they are unfair, by 
all means let us nave more unfair holes…

In follow-up submissions to Golf Illustrated, in later essays and 
in his 1903 book Concerning Golf Low developed the ideas that 
became the basis of a revolution in golf architecture, one whose 
early adherents included luminaries such as Harry Colt, Alister 
MacKenzie, Tom Simpson and Herbert Fowler. The Road Hole 
was for them a model of good architecture. The hole’s vicious 
hazards, its narrow, angled green, the imposing stationmaster’s 
garden were all features that demanded carefully considered 
responses from golfers. Bold choices meant possible perdition 
if a shot was not hit precisely. Safer, but less rewarding, paths 
to the green were offered as an alternative. For those reasons 
Tom Simpson had special praise for the Road Hole, calling it 
‘supremely excellent” and one of the best holes in the world.’ 

In defending the architectural status quo ante against such 
new ideas, Taylor and Vardon found allies in Harold Hilton, Ted 
Ray, Laidlaw Purvis and Garden Smith, among others. It was 
by any measure an impressive group, comprising the era’s most 
famous professional golfers, its most famous amateur golfer and 
two of its most influential golf journalists. They too wanted to 
claim the Road Hole, though for the opposite reason - it was 
for them an object lesson in bad design. The hole was ‘unfair’ it 
promoted ‘pawky’ shot-making (read: tacking towards the green 
in short ‘instalments’), and it precluded ‘bold play’ by failing  to 
reliably reward good ball-striking. In short, it evidenced the 
kind of architectural sins that most offended Victorian design 
precepts. 

During the first decade of the last century the Road Hole 
was one of the holes most often invoked by both sides in their 
broader disagreements about architecture.  It served as some-
thing of a litmus test in those debates. For Taylor, Vardon and 
others it was a flawed hole whose standing needed to be taken it 
down a peg or two. Conversely, for Low it was a model for how 
good architecture should operate on golfers. In short, both sides 
to the debate gave the Road Hole a central role in making their 
case. Both sides understood that winning the larger war over 
the future of golf architecture meant winning the battle over the 
reputation of the Road Hole.

By the close of the Edwardian Age it was generally conceded 
that Low’s approach to golf architecture, as applied by Colt, 
Mackenzie and others, had won the day. With remarkable 
rapidity Victorian era cross hazards disappeared and in their 

The Road Hole
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place other hazards appeared that invited strategic shot place-
ment. Geometric, ruler-straight bunkers were replaced with 
more naturalistic bunkers. The structure as well as the look of 
golf holes underwent dramatic changes. Not coincidentally, as 
Low’s approach to golf architecture took firm hold, criticisms of 
the Road Hole’s ‘unfairness’ and other sins became increasingly 
rare. And with that the Road Hole’s reputation began its ascent 
to the  heights it has attained in the modern era.     

We sometimes need reminding, however, that the ultimate 
triumph of the Road Hole was not preordained. The most 
famous golfers of the Edwardian Age leveled a barrage of 
complaints against it. There would have been popular support 
to heed their recommendations to ‘improve’ the hole. But the 
stewards of the Old Course made no changes. The Road Hole 
is still today the hole that Taylor, Vardon and Low played more 
than a century ago. For that we should be grateful. 

End Notes
Horace G. Hutchinson, The Badminton Library of Sports: Golf, 1890, 
p. 535.
Golf Illustrated, July 27, 1900, p. 68.
Ibid.
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who may win the championship of the country by your getting in 
the way. Don’t you know I lost two championships of Great Britain 
because I took sevens at this hole?’ Golfers Magazine, Gabbing About 
Golf (A talk with Andrew Kirkaldy), by John G. Anderson, vol. 39-40, 
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Best information on this postcard is that it is Dick Burton on his way to winning the 1939 Open Championship at St Andrews
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Col. William H Gibson
reveals new revelations re early golf in occupied New York and in the post evacuation era

Golf in New York 1779-1785

the officers: 
Ensign Hon George Fraser HCEG 1784
Major Charles Graham, Roy. Bhth. 1793 (visitor)
Captain John Peebles (see hereafter) 
Captain John Rutherford, HCEG 1787
Lieutenant James Stirling, Royal Musselburgh 1811. 

Captain John Peebles maintained an invaluable diary during his 
service with the Blackwatch Regiment in North America from 
12th April 1776 to 2nd March 1782. He was a keen golfer and 
wrote the following entry in his diary on Saturday 31st March 
1781:-

A very fine day, warm in the mid hours..play’d Golf in 
the manoeruvering (sic) ground, broke two Clubs at 
10/- a piece  

Rivington’s Royal Gazette 21st April  1779

Rivington, born in London in 1724, was a prominent newspaper 
publisher in New York city and his ‘New York Gazetteer’ was a 
most important paper in the British interest in North America 
until his office was attacked an destroyed by Connecticut militia 
in November 1775. Having fled to England, he returned to 
New York after the re-occupation by the British in September 
1776. Rivington then  re-started his newspaper under the title 
‘Rivington’s New York Loyal Gazette’ and changed this to ‘Royal 
Gazette’ in December 1777. The paper was seen as unfair and 
inaccurate by the American rebels, who called it the ‘Lying 
Gazette’.1 

Who were the New York golfers of 1779? 
The fact that Rivington had imported ‘excellent CLUBS and 
veritable Caledonian BALLS’ indicates that he had a number of 
potential customers in mind. The city was in Loyalist hands and, 
with a strong British military presence in the surrounding area, 
there was a sizeable group of potential customers. Research of 
the lists of officers serving with the various regiments in the 
city, and in nearby Long Island, has revealed the presence of 
a substantial number of early military golfers. For example, in 
April 1779 the 42nd (Blackwatch) Regiment was stationed on 
Long Island and the following golfers can be identified among Author’s Collection

Heretofore, the only published information 
regarding golf in British occupied New York was 
the famous advertisement in James Rivington’s 
Royal Gazette on 21st April 1779. Therein the 

printer (proprietor) of the newspaper advertised the fact that 
he had the necessary equipment for sale.

Golf in New York
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The 42nd Regiment was based in the vicinity of Newtown 
(present day Elmhurst, Queens) in 1779. A letter signed by ‘the 
principall inhabitants’ of that town was printed in New York 
Gazette and Weekly Mercury on the 3rd of May wherein they 
made 

...their hearty and grateful acknowledgements....for their 
very equitable, polite and friendly Conduct during their 
Winter’s stay among them..  

There were other Regiments, with identifiable golfers, based on 
Long Island at this time; a representative selection of these early 
military golfers and their Regiments in the year 1779 is outlined 
hereafter.

71st (Highland) Regiment, 1st Battalion
This Regiment participated in the capture of Philadelphia in 
October 1777 and returned to New York shortly afterwards. 

Captain Arthur Forbes, Roy. Abd. 
Captain Colin MacKenzie, HCEG 1802.
Lieutenant William Nairne R&A 1782.

76th (Highland) Regiment
This Regiment was raised in Scotland in December 1777 and 
arrived to New York in August 1779. The defeat at Saratoga in 
October 1777 resulted in a major drive to increase the size of the 
British armed forces; the 76th and 80th Regiments were raised at 
this time.

Lieutenant David Barclay HCEG 1786.
Captain A. Montgomery Cunningham HCEG 1787.
Captain Robert McColme, Crail 1790.

80th Regiment
Like the 76th Regiment, the 80th was raised in the aftermath 
of the British surrender at Saratoga in 1777. Both Regiments 
arrived to New York in August 1779 and both would go into 
captivity with the surrender at Yorktown in October 1781.

Captain Alex. Arbuthnott, HCEG 1777, R&A 1783.
Captain George Cumine, R&A 1784.
Lieutenant James Gibson, HCEG 1787.
Major James Gordon, HCEG 1778, Fraserburgh 1778
Captain David Kinloch HCEG 1782, R&A 1783 

James Rivington – Washington’s New York spy
When the British evacuated New York 0n the 25th of November 
1783 the majority of Loyalists had already departed to Canada 
or Britain. James Rivington remained in the city and it appears, 
despite the contempt which American patriots felt for him, that 
he had a hidden side to his character. Catherine Snell Crary 
wrote a detailed article in 1959 entitled The Tory and the Spy: 
The Double Life of James Rivington. She wrote of a visit by 
Washington and two of his officers to Rivington ‘a man who 
had heaped abuse on the American general...’ They were politely 

received and Washington went into an adjoining room with 
Rivington...

‘The door was slightly ajar, and the officers ‘heard the chinking 
of two heavy purses of gold’ being placed on the table....’

Rivington had opened a coffee shop in 1779... a resort for British 
officers, from whom he hoped to gather information for his 
newspaper. Another source told of his

 ingenious device  for passing information to headquarters 
by writing his billets on thin paper and binding them in the 
covers of books’. Thus, Rivington remained in New York and 
died there in 1802.. 

Francis Panton sells golf equipment in 1783
A tantalising piece of evidence for golf in New York in June 1783 
is to be found in a newspaper advertisement, as reproduced 
hereafter. Francis Panton was born in Aberdeen in 1742 and 
served as a storekeeper in the British Army in New York prior 
to the Revolution. He received a grant of 2,000 acres in Chester, 

The mention of  ‘goff clubs and balls’ can be seen on the fourth 
line from the end of Panton’s advertisement in 1783. Thus, this 
Scots expatriate, with an Aberdeen background, had clients 
for these sporting items - ‘aficionados’ still at large in the city. 
Panton’s shop was located at No. 38 Wall St., two doors above 
the Coffee House Bridge. 

Post Independence golf in New York
Eighteen months after the final departure of British troops in 
late 1783, Francis Panton was continuing to advertise ‘golf clubs 
and balls,’ which had been imported in the Ship Edward; there 
must have been a continuing demand for these items.

New York Gazette & Weekly Mercury 6th June 1783 
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Warren County, New York in 1775 and was a member of the  
Saint Andrew’s Society of New York, elected in 1785.8

Until further research uncovers evidence to the contrary, 
this is the final link with early golf in New York in the 18thcentury. 

Until further research uncovers evidence to the contrary, this 
is the final link with early golf in New York in the 18th century.
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Golf in New York
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Mr Ouimet’s Cleek?

John Fischer III
and ‘A mystery solved.’

What first caught my eye was the photograph 
of Francis Ouimet on the cover of an old 
Newsweek magazine.  Actually it was one of 
a collage of photographs on the cover, but 

Francis Ouimet’s unique and clearly recognizable features stood 
out. I picked up the magazine and flipped through it to find the 
Ouimet article.  

The 12th of May 1934 date coincided closely to the date of 
the Walker Cup Match that year at St.Andrews and my Dad, 
Johnny Fischer, was a member of that team. And sure enough, 
the article was about the Walker Cup Match, how the United 
States team was having trouble with pitch shots to the hard 
greens and how Captain Ouimet had a special chipping club 
made at a professional’s shop - with the loft of a 5-iron, but with 
a shallow face. 

My mind began to race. In the umbrella stand in the hallway 
of my parents’ house was a Tom Stewart iron. The Stewart shop 
was in St. Andrews, so a few pieces were coming together. So 
I was now to play Sherlock Holmes, not dashing across the 
moors, but heading back over the links of time to identify this 
club, to determine whether or not it was the one mentioned in 
the article.

First, I checked the club. It had the ‘pipe’ cleek mark of Tom 
Stewart stamped on the back of the head and a Francis Ouimet 
signature also stamped on the back. So far so good. Not sure of 
where next to turn, I went through clippings my grandmother 
had kept about Dad’s career, but there was no mention of this 
story. Maybe it was a Newsweek exclusive. 

Most of Dad’s clubs showed signs of ‘tinkering’, but this club 
was pristine. The head was stainless so maybe it was not easy to 
modify, or maybe it was just right. The club appeared to have 
the original thin leather grip, and the grip did show signs of 
wear. It had been used, so it was probably not a display item and, 
besides, in the 1930s Dad did not have the money to buy a club 
just because it was stamped ‘Francis Ouimet.’  I was sure this 
was the club mentioned in the article but I had little to go on.

I read through Golf As I Play It, a collection of interviews 
with leading amateur golfers of the 1930s and 40s, including my 
Dad,  compiled by Dick Chapman, to see if the book could shed 
some light.  There at page 73 was part of what I was looking for, 
a description of a chipping club by Dad himself:

I carry a bevel-edged chipper which is in the nature of a putting cleek, 
and use it mainly where I need only a very short flight and a long roll, 

A Francis Ouimet Tom Stewart cleek with ‘dot’ signifying that it 
had been inspected by Tom Stewart.

The grooved face of the cleek with the loft of about a 5-iron and 
head ‘pinned’ to the hickory shaft.
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e.g., from the fringe of the green..
He went on to to explain how he used it.

for the ordinary short chip shot, I use something of a conglom-
eration of all the methods - an abbreviated stroke, a rather 
forceful tap (speeding up the club head), and a slight cut.

Now I felt a little better about the club. The description in 
the book fitted the club in the umbrella stand.There was one 
nagging question. The club had a ‘punch’ mark near the toe 
indicating that Tom Stewart had personally finished the club. 
Stewart died in 1931 and this club, punch mark and all, showed 
up in 1934.Stewart had made clubs stamped ‘RTJ’ for Robert 
Tyre Jones, and ‘FO’ for Francis Ouimet for general resale to 
the public -- maybe this was similar. GCS co-founder, Bob 
Kuntz, came up with an explanation.  He theorized that Stewart 
indeed made the heads himself and after his death they were 
kept on in his shop. When the 1934 team arrived, Ouimet had 
the clubs made up. Perhaps the Francis Ouimet die mark was 
on the club from  a prior design, or perhaps it was stamped on 
in 1934. Stewart expert, the late Ralph Livingston, had another 
explanation. After Stewart’s death in 1931, his sons kept putting 
the punch mark on clubs.

I thought I might be at a dead end with an interesting story 
pieced together on a little evidence and my own theories, which 
were plausible, but would not hold up under close scrutiny. 
Then I saw an article mentioning that George Dunlap, a mem-
ber of the 1934 Walker Cup team, was living in Florida. I wrote 
to Dunlap about the Newsweek article, the club and my theory, 
and enclosed photographs of the club, which I referred to as a 
‘jigger.’

The response to my inquiry was quick.
 

Dear John, Yes - it is the club Francis Ouimet gave us at St. 
Andrews. It was excellent for that golf course - but not as useful 
here. That and the 14 club rule stopped me from carrying it. 
Actually it was more like a short-shafted cleek - a jigger had 
much more loft - about a seven iron.

My theory was confirmed.  I was ecstatic with the response from 
George Dunlap.  Not only had he been able to identify the club 

from the photographs, he had confirmed the Newsweek story 
and he had corrected my use of the term ‘jigger’ to describe 
the club, using ‘cleek’ instead, the same way in which Dad had 
described his chipping iron in the Dick Chapman book. 

I telephoned Mr. Dunlap to discuss the club and its origin.  
He was most gracious but had little information. Ouimet gave 
each team member one of the clubs in 1934, but Dunlap did 
not know when the clubs were made up.

On thing Dunlap was sure of: 

they worked, especially from about 30 yards out where you 
could run the ball up on the green. I grew up on sand greens 
at Pinehurst where you ran up everything with a putter, so 
Ouimet’s cleek suited me fine.
 

Dunlap felt the club was perfect for the linksland at St. 
Andrews where the greens were hard and difficult to pitch to.  
The rest of the team must have agreed -- the United States 
team won the 1934 Walker Cup. While Dunlap switched from 
hickory shafts to steel early on, he has kept at least one club 
with a wooden shaft, the Ouimet cleek. 

In collecting and ifdentifying golf memorabilia  a few 
accidental discoveries can unravel a mystery and make a good 
story It’s all in the chase.

The back of the cleek showing the Tom Stewart ‘cleek mark’ - the 
pipe and the signature of Francis Ouimet.

The Ouimet cleek with original shaft and grip.

The Francis Quimet cleek
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Letter from Oz

Michael Sheret writes with news from Australia

The world of golf has been saddened by the death 
of Kel Nagle on the 29th of January at the age of 
ninety four. Before saying anything about Kel as an 
outstanding golfer, let me say that he was one of the 

nicest persons you could ever hope to meet.
I first met Kel five years ago when I was researching a golf 

event in Australia in the 1950s. Kel couldn’t have been more 
helpful. We met a few times afterwards and he always enjoyed a 
chat and, despite poor health, was always cheerful. Exceedingly 
modest about his golfing achievements, I sometimes had the 
impression that he would rather talk about his achievements 
in the world of harness racing (trotting horses pulling a sulky). 
I have a nice story about Kel. His Centerary Open Champion’s 
trophy was damaged after a lorikeet got into the house and 
knocked it off the mantelpiece, bending the riser. Knowing 
that I had had something to do with restoring a trophy for my 
club, he called me and we met and had a chat about competent 
silversmiths. He declared it was difficult for him to deliver it to 
the silversmith. So he thrust the trophy into my hands and said, 
Michael, can you take it to them, send me a quote and please get 
it fixed? And so it came about that one of the most important 

and beautiful bits of silverware in golf, the 1960 Centenary 
Open Champion’s Claret Jug, spent the night in my house. It was 
expertly repaired and fully restored to as it was on that glorious 
day at St Andrews in 1960 and returned to a delighted Kel.

Kel is best remembered for his Centenary Open win. It 
made great television. There was Palmer’s great birdie on the 
18th while Kel made a clutch putt on the 17th to save his par, so 
needing only a par on the last to win. Kel found himself on the 
last green with a birdie putt of less than metre. This without fuss 
he missed, putting the ball just as far past. With even less fuss he 
knocked the return into the hole for a one stroke win. Whenever 
he was asked about that famous two putt, he would say that he 
was so nervous he can’t even remember them.

Kel won the Canadian Open in 1964, considered by many 
at the time as the fifth Major. In 1965 he came within a whisker 
of winning the US Open, losing in a play-off to Gary Player. 
Partnering his great friend Peter Thomson, they won the 
Canada Cup (now known as the World Cup of Golf) in 1954 and 
1959. He won the New Zealand Open a staggering seven times 
and the Australian Open only once in 1959. His Australasian 
tournament record is outstanding with 61 wins. In addition he 
won twice on the US Tour, five times on the Seniors Tour and 
another 13 wins around the world. Over the period 1949 to 1975 
he recorded at least one tournament win each year.

Kel’s place in golf history is secure. He will be sorely missed 
by his extended family and his many friends in Australia and 
around the world.

* * * * * * *

The 2014 Australian Hickory Shaft Championship, run by the 
Australian Golf Heritage Society, was again held at Carnarvon 
Golf Club, Sydney, and like the previous year was held in 
extreme weather conditions, 40°C and near saturation humid-
ity. Despite the conditions, Alan Grieve, the hickory superman 
from Queensland, won the event with a remarkable two over 
par 74, well ahead of his nearest rivals. Jim Glenday, always a 
threat in these events, won the handicap division with a net 
72. To reduce the chance of striking similar weather in 2015 
AGHS has moved the event from late November to the 25th of 
September. The Golf Society of Australia played their premier 
event, the Doug Bachli trophy, as per tradition at the Victoria 
Golf Club. They struck a different kind of weather with wind, 
rain and the ever present threat of lightning. Despite the 
weather, winner Graham Ryan returned a great 41 stableford 
points nett, comfortably ahead of his nearest rivals. Kel at the 1960 Centenary Open at St Andrews
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Catherine of Aragon and an Enduring 
Golf Myth

Neil S Millar
challenges the widespread belief among golf historians that a letter written by Catherine of Aragon in 1513 provides evidence of 

golf being played in England in the sixteenth century.

One of these was a letter that Catherine of Aragon wrote 
on 13th August 1513 to Thomas Wolsey, who later became 
Cardinal Wolsey. Elizabeth Benger transcribed a passage 
from this letter as follows: 

I shall not so often hear from the King. And all his subjects be 
very glad, I thank God, to be busy with the goff, for they take 
it for pass-time 

In a footnote, Miss Benger wrote ‘this passage evidently alludes 
to the popular game of goffe’. The significance of her discovery 
was highlighted in a book review that was published in The 
London Literary Gazette in 1821.2 The reviewer commented:

the first quarter of the volume is delightfully occupied with 
original documents from the British Museum [...] A letter 
from Queen Catherine to Wolsey of the 13th of August 1513 (the 
period when Henry invaded France), is worthy of selection, 
were it only for its allusion to the game of Golf.

It seems likely that Elizabeth Benger’s reference to golf caught 
the attention of golfers at the recently formed Manchester 
Golf Club. A transcription of Catherine of Aragon’s letter, 
containing the reference to golf, appeared in a pamphlet 
entitled ‘Manchester Golf Club’ (published c.1821). The text of 
Catherine’s letter was reproduced by  John Kerr in The Golf-Book 
of East Lothian (1896)3 and also by Miss Amy Pascoe in World 
of Golf (1898).4  John Kerr gave the source of his information as 
being ‘the archives of the old Manchester Club’, whereas Amy 
Pascoe cited Kerr’s book as her source. The story gained further 
prominence when it appeared in The Royal and Ancient Game 
of Golf (1912)5 

The story of Catherine of Aragon’s letter became more 
widely disseminated in the 1950s when it appeared in three 
popular golf history books. A History of Golf in Britain (1952)6 
contained a chapter entitled The Early History of British Golf 
by Sir Guy Campbell. Campbell’s version differs somewhat 
from earlier transcriptions, so it is possible that he may have 
rechecked the original source, Catherine’s hand-written letter. 
It begins ‘Master Almoner’, which is how Catherine of Aragon Catherine of Aragon

Catherine of Aragon

It is often stated that the earliest reference to golf being 
played in England (as opposed to Scotland) is a letter 
written in 1513 by Queen Catherine of Aragon, the first 
wife of Henry VIII. It is a story that has become almost 

ubiquitous in published golf histories but a reassessment of the 
original document indicates it to be entirely apocryphal. 

The origin of the myth
As far as I am aware, the first person to have suggested that 
Catherine of Aragon wrote about golf was Elizabeth Benger 
(‘Miss Benger’), who in 1821 published a two-volume history 
entitled Memoirs of the Life of Anne Boleyn, Queen of Henry 
VIII. In compiling her history, Miss Benger consulted original 
copies of Catherine’s letters held in the British Museum archives 
(now in the British Library).1 
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addressed Wolsey.

Master Almoner from hence I have nothing to write you but 
that you be not so busy in this war as we be encumbered with 
it, I mean as touching my own concerns for going further when 
I shall not so often hear from the King. And all his subjects be 
very glad I thank God to be busy with the Golfe for they take 
it for a pastime; my heart is very good to it and I am horribly 
busy making standards, banners and baggets.

 The story reappeared in Bernard Darwin’s Golf (1954)7 and also in 
Robert Browning’s A History of Golf: The Royal and Ancient 
Game (1955).8 Browning writes of Catherine’s  ‘preference’ for 
golf, rather than for games such as tennis. This comment by 
Browning may have been partly responsible for subsequent 
claims, made by other authors, that Catherine of Aragon was 
the first woman known to have played golf (see later).

The story of Catherine of Aragon’s letter (and of golf being 
played in England in 1513) has now become an established part 
of the game’s history and, as will be discussed later, it has been 
repeated on numerous occasions in golf literature. However, the 
story appears to be incorrect.

The alternative interpretation
In 1513 Henry VIII was at war in France. In the King’s 

absence, Catherine, the Queen Consort, had been appointed 
as Queen Regent and she kept in regular contact with Henry 
through letters written to Thomas Wolsey. With Henry occu-
pied by the war in France, James IV of Scotland seized the 
opportunity to invade England. In response to this threat of 
war with the Scots, Catherine wrote to Wolsey on the 13th of 
August 1513. Catherine’s letter was written just a month before 
the Battle of Flodden, at which James IV was killed in a decisive 
victory for the English. 

One of the earliest and more authoritative sources of infor-
mation concerning Catherine of Aragon’s letters is Original 
Letters Illustrative of English History, compiled in 1824 by Henry 
Ellis, Keeper of the Manuscripts in the British Museum.9 Ellis 
was an expert at deciphering hand-written letters from this 
period, including many that had been written by Catherine of 
Aragon. His transcription of Catherine’s letter dated the 13th of 
August 1513 makes it clear that she is referring to the ‘Scots’, 
rather than to golf. Retaining Catherine’s original spelling, he 
transcribes the relevant passage as follows:

I thanke God, to bee besy with the Scotts, for thay take it for 
passe tyme. My hert is veray good to it, and I am horrible besy 
wt making standerds, banners, and bagies.

Ellis’ transcription is rendered in more modern English in The 
Modern History of England, which was published a few years 
later (in 1826):10 

all his subjects be very glad to be busy with the Scots; for they 

take it for pastime. My heart is very good to it; and I am hor-
rible busy with making standards, banners, and badges.

Similarly, Lives of the Queens of England, which was pub-
lished in 1842, also provides a modern transcription of the 
text, although in this case retaining Ellis’ original spelling of  
‘Scotts’.11 Catherine’s comment about ‘standards, banners and 
badges’ certainly makes more sense if these are seen as being 
items required in preparation for a war. It is much harder to 
explain why ‘standards, banners and badges’ might be required 
for golf, an issue that some golf historians have commented on 
previously.12

The definitive collection of transcribed documents from the 
reign of Henry VIII is a 21-volume series published between 
1862 and 1932.13 This series contains edited versions of the origi-
nal sixteenth century texts and provides transcriptions in which 
the language has been modernised. In Volume I (published in 
1862), and also in an enlarged and corrected edition (published 
in 1920), Catherine’s letter is transcribed as ‘busy with the 
Scots’.  Although this alternative interpretation of Catherine’s 
letter may be unfamiliar to many golf historians, it appears to 
be almost universally accepted by biographers of  Catherine of 
Aragon  and by historians of Henry VIII’s reign, as is illustrated 
by the large number of books that have been published on this 
topic over a period of many years.14

I have consulted the original 500 year-old hand-written 
letter that is held in the British Library (an image of which is 
reproduced in this article). It seems certain that it refers to ‘the 
Scotts’, rather than to ‘the Golfe’ (or any other spelling of golf). 
Although, Catherine’s upper case ‘S’ might be misinterpreted 
as a ‘G’, an examination of how she typically wrote these two 
letters would appear to leave no doubt about her intended 
meaning. I suspect that the reason why the word ‘Scotts’ was 
misinterpreted as ‘Golfe’ (or ‘goff ’ or ‘golf ’) may, in part, be 
due to its proximity in Catherine’s letter to the word ‘pastime’. 
However, as some historians have explained, this may simply 
indicate that Catherine was enjoying her role of Queen Regent 
and was referring to what she considered to be the entertaining 
‘pastime’ of preparing for a war with the Scots.15

The myth perpetuated in golf history
Many examples could be cited to illustrate the extent to which 
the myth of Catherine of Aragon’s reference to golf has become 
entrenched in mainstream golf history. Examples range from 
internet web sites16 to a Vice-Chancellor’s speech delivered dur-
ing a recent university ‘Golf Graduation’ degree ceremony.17 In 
fact, a glance through recently published golf histories indicates 
that the story of Catherine of Aragon’s apparent reference to golf 
has become extremely widespread, having been mentioned in 
dozens of golf books in recent years.18

Myths have a tendency to take on a life of their own and so it 
was perhaps inevitable that, over the years, the story would begin 
to be embellished. Catherine of Aragon has been described 
as being ‘one of the first female golfers’.19 It has been claimed 
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Catherine of Aragon’s letter to Thomas Wolsey, dated 13th August 1513 (British Library: Cotton MS Caligula D VI f.93). The text, 
beginning on the seventh line from the bottom, reads: ‘bee veray gladde, I thanke God, to bee besy with the Scotts, for thay take it for 
[a] passe tyme.’ This transcription is based on that of Henry Ellis (1824) Original Letters, Illustrative of English History, Vol. I, p. 83.

[Reproduced with the permission of the British Library]
 

Catherine of Aragon
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that, whereas ‘Henry VIII played tennis’, his wife Catherine 
‘preferred golf ’.20 Another author commented that Catherine 
‘amused herself with golf while her husband was away on state 
business’.21 Also, in a recently published book, it was claimed 
that ‘Henry VIII used to play golf with Catherine of Aragon’.22 
There has also been speculation that the site at which Catherine 
of Aragon played golf might have been Molesey Hurst, near 
Hampton Court.23 Catherine of Aragon was even mentioned in 
a list of ‘60 Most Famous Golfers’ that was published by Golf 
Digest magazine in 2010.24

 Since Catherine of Aragon was not referring to golf in her 
letter of the 13th of August 1513, our assumptions about the spread 
of golf from its home in Scotland to England must be reassessed. 
If we can no longer assume that golf was being played in England 
in the early 1500s, it would seem that the earliest evidence of golf 
being played ‘south of the Tweed’ occurred some 100 years later, 
after the unification of the crowns of Scotland and England in 
1603. It was in 1603 that James VI of Scotland (now also James 
I of England) moved his court from Edinburgh to London. 
As has been discussed elsewhere,25 there is indirect evidence 
that members of the King’s entourage played golf in the early 
seventeenth century at Blackheath in London, as they had done 
previously in Scotland.

It seems that there is no evidence to indicate that Catherine 
of Aragon played or even wrote about golf, so perhaps it is time 
to rewrite this aspect of golf history.
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Women golfers on Bruntsfield Links in 1738

Before the nineteenth century, there is very little 
evidence of women playing golf. The earliest golf 
societies, formed in the mid eighteenth century, 
were clubs exclusively for men. That golf was seen 

as a male pursuit in the eighteenth century is illustrated by the 
game being described in 1787 as one of the ‘manly exercises’1 
and in 1792 as a ‘healthful and manly diversion’.2 Perhaps as a 
consequence of such views, there appear to have been no golf 
clubs or societies with women members prior to the establish-
ment of the Ladies Putting Club of St Andrews in 1867.

Very few examples have been identified of women play-
ing golf prior to the nineteenth century. Queen Catherine of 
Aragon is frequently cited as having mentioned the game of 
golf in a letter that she wrote to Wolsey in 1513. In fact, as a 
consequence of this letter, some authors have suggested that 
Catherine also played the game. However, as is discussed in an 
accompanying article, it appears that the extensive speculation 
about Catherine of Aragon’s association with the game of golf 
is entirely a consequence of an error in transcribing a hand-
written letter that occurred in 1821.3

Similarly, it is often claimed that Mary Queen of Scots 
was a golfer. The evidence is stronger than it is for Catherine 
of Aragon but probably still needs to be viewed with a degree 
of caution. It relies entirely upon a single document that was 
written with the intention of discrediting Mary, by demonstrat-
ing her complicity in the murder of her second husband Lord 
Darnley. This hand-written text (c.1568), often referred to as the 
Hopetoun Manuscript, survives in the British Library and is 
thought to be an early draft of the Book of Articles, a document 
that was written by Mary’s adversaries and which was presented 
at her trial in 1568.4 

At the other end of the social spectrum The Statistical 
Account of Scotland contains a plausible account of golf being 
played in 1795 by ‘fishwives’ from the village of Fisherrow, near 
Musselburgh.5 

Two married women of this city
To add to these very limited early reports, is an account we came 
across recently of women playing golf on Bruntsfield Links in 
1738. This predates the reference to the Fisherrow fishwives by 

Neil S Millar and David Hamilton
discuss a long-forgotten newspaper report from 1738 describing women’s golf on Bruntsfield Links

almost 60 years and is a brief passage from The Caledonian 
Mercury, dated the 24th of April 1738:

Early last Tuesday Morning two married Women of this 
City stept out to Burntsfield [sic] Links to a concerted 
Match at Golf, followed by their Husbands carrying the 
Clubs. Curiosity led thither a great Crowd, who were 
charmed with seeing the half-naked Viragos tilt the Balls 
so manfully, and their Dexterity in holing. Considerable 
Wagers were laid; but charming Sally carried the Prize.6

It seems likely that the husbands who were gallantly ‘carry-
ing the clubs’ were part of the relatively small community of 
Edinburgh’s mid-eighteenth century gentlemen golfers. If so, 
they might be expected to have the financial resources to make 
‘considerable wagers’. Of course, another possibility is that 
the phrase ‘considerable wagers were laid’ might reflect there 
having been extensive betting amongst the ‘great crowd’ that 
assembled to watch the match. Either interpretation would 
seem to indicate that the sight of women playing golf in 1738 was 
considered unusual. That it was described as being a ‘concerted 
match’ would also seem to suggest that this was an uncommon 
event, a conclusion that would help to explain the great crowd 
and also the considerable wagers.

Half-naked Viragos
The seemingly disparaging reference to the women being 
‘half-naked’ could be seen as insulting or, alternatively, as being 
affectionately light hearted. However, this comment is unlikely 
to have been inspired by anything more scandalous than a brief 
glimpse of a woman’s ankle below a long skirt. That the women 

 The Caledonian Mercury, 24th April 1738
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were described as ‘viragos’, reflects the view that these were 
women who had the confidence and temerity to participate in 
a man’s sport. That they played the game ‘manfully’ could be 
viewed as either a compliment or may simply reflect the fact 
that golf was not considered to be an activity for women in the 
eighteenth century.  

Incidentally, the description, some 60 years later, of the 
Fisherrow fishwives playing golf in 1795, presumably at the 
course in Musselburgh, also emphasises the ‘masculine’ attrib-
utes of these women: 

As they do the work of men, their manners are mas-
culine, and their strength and activity is equal to their 
work. Their amusements are of the masculine kind. On 
holidays they frequently play at golf.

Charming Sally
Returning to the women playing at Bruntsfield Links in 1738, 
the description of the victor as ‘charming Sally’ is curious. 
Charming Sally was the name of a popular ballad of the time.7 

It was also the name of a sailing ship that had featured in the 
Edinburgh newspapers just a few days before this golf match 
took place.8 The ship Charming Sally was reported to have sunk 
en route from Jamaica to Bristol after having struck a whale. 
Of course, it is possible that the winner of the match was called 
Sally and the statement that ‘charming Sally won the prize’ indi-
cates that she was known to the author. It is also possible that 
the phrase ‘charming Sally’ was intended to be either dismissive 
or even insulting, a conclusion that is supported by its use in 
contemporary eighteenth century literature.9

The story spreads
The women’s ‘dexterity at holing’ may suggest some degree of 
familiarity with the game and might indicate that the women 
had played golf previously, perhaps even regularly. However, the 
fact that the match was considered to be worthy of reporting 
in a local newspaper suggests that women playing golf was an 

unusual event in 1738. This conclusion is supported by the fact 
that the article from The Caledonian Mercury was subsequently 
reprinted in two London newspapers. The same text (complete 
with the incorrect spelling of Bruntsfield) was reproduced on 
the 2nd of May 1738 in the Daily Gazetteer (London) and also, 
on the 6th of May, in Read’s Weekly Journal or British Gazetteer 
(London). Remarkably, the story was also reprinted by newspa-
pers in America. It appeared, for example, in The Pennsylvania 
Gazette (August 1738)10 and in The South Carolina Gazette 
(September 1738).11 

So, it appears that the seemingly trivial event of women 
playing golf was considered sufficiently unusual in 1738 for 
this local Edinburgh story to be reprinted, over a period of six 
months, in newspapers in London and, also, 3000 miles away 
in America. We can perhaps think of this as a leisurely paced 
eighteenth-century equivalent of a present-day news story 
‘going viral’ on social media.

Early golf at Bruntsfield Links 
There is evidence, from an Act, issued by Edinburgh Town 
Council in 1695, of golf having been played on Bruntsfield Links 
since the late seventeenth century,12 although it is likely that golf 
was played on this site much earlier,as it was at locations such as 
Leith and St Andrews.13 Traditionally, the Royal Burgess Golfing 
Society of Edinburgh claim to have been founded at Bruntsfield 
Links in 1735. This is just three years before the report of women 
playing golf in 1738. Consequently, it might seem reasonable 
to assume that the women golfers on Bruntsfield Links in 1735 
were the wives of members of this newly founded golf society. 
However, one should be cautious in making this assumption 
because there is no definitive proof that any formal golf society 
was in existence at Bruntsfield Links in 1735.14 There is, however, 
a fascinating drawing (c. 1746) that illustrates golf being played 
on Bruntsfield Links at about the time that these women are 
reported to have done so. The drawing, reproduced in this 
article, shows [gentlemen] golfers and their caddies, with the 
imposing Edinburgh castle in the distance. A nice touch is that 
the artist has depicted grazing cows being shooed away from 
the line of play, presumably by a forecaddie. One can imagine 
the golfers that are illustrated in this drawing would have been 
sufficiently intrigued by the sight of women playing golf on their 
links to have been part of the ‘great crowd’ that assembled in 
April 1738 and, perhaps, to have participated in the ‘considerable 
wagers’. 

In summary
As far as we are aware, this early reference to women playing 
golf has not been commented upon previously by golf histo-
rians. It would, however, appear that other than the slightly 
tenuous reference to Mary Queen of Scots playing ‘goif ’ in the 
sixteenth century, this is the earliest documented instance of 
women playing golf that has been uncovered to date. 

 A drawing by Paul Sandby depicting [male] golfers on 
Bruntsfield Links (c.1746), just eight years after ‘charming 

Sally’ played golf here in 1738. 
[Image courtesy of the Trustees of the British Museum].
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1 Considerations of the Fisheries in the Scotch Islands by James Fea, 
London, 1787.
2The Statistical Account of Scotland, Volume two, edited by Sir John 
Sinclair, Bart, Edinburgh, 1792.
3 Catherine of Aragon and an Enduring Golf Myth, by Neil S Millar, 
Through the Green, March 2015.
4British Library manuscript: Add MS 33531.
5The Statistical Account of Scotland, Volume sixteen, edited by Sir 
John Sinclair, Bart, Edinburgh, 1795.
6 Note: a misplaced apostrophe in Viragos [Virago’s] in this passage 
has been omitted for clarity. 
7Charming Sally is the name of a song from Charles Coffey’s ballad 
opera The Devil to Pay or the Wives Metamorphos’d, published in 
London in 1732.
8The Edinburgh Evening Courant, Edinburgh, 17th April 1738.
9An example of how ‘Charming Sally’ was used in contemporary 
eighteenth century literature is provided by A Voyage to Lethe 
by Capt. Samuel Cock, sometime commander of the good ship the 
Charming Sally, which was published in 1741. This novel, describing 
the adventures of the fictional ‘Captain Cock’, is laden with crude 
sexual innuendos.
10The Pennsylvania Gazette, 17th to 24th August 1738. We have come 
across two editions of the paper. In the later edition the misplaced 
apostrophe in viragos (virago’s), which is present in all other 
newspaper accounts, has been replaced by an ‘e’ (viragoes). It 
seems that an eagle-eyed copy editor spotted the error before the 
later edition when to press. Bruntsfield is spelt incorrectly in both 
editions. 
11The South Carolina Gazette, 28th September 1738.
12As is described in The Book of the Old Edinburgh Club,Volume 
10 (Edinburgh, 1918), there is a reference to ‘goulf ’ being played at 
Bruntsfield Links in an Act issued by Edinburgh Town Council on 
the 25th of December 1695. 
13 The Chronicles of Golf 1457 to 1857, Alastair and James Johnston 
(1993) documents evidence of golf being played at St Andrews in 1552 
and at Leith in 1554. 
14 The oldest surviving minute book of a golf society based at 
Bruntsfield Links (now the Royal Burgess Golfing Society of 
Edinburgh) dates from 1773. It is probable that 1773 would be the 
universally accepted date for the foundation of this society, were it 
not for the fact that the minutes from 1773 refer to the society being 
‘in danger of becoming extinct’ because old members ‘are either dead 
or have neglected to attend’. This would suggest that an earlier golfing 
society existed at Bruntsfield Links prior to 1773, perhaps an informal 
society that did not feel the need to maintain written minutes of 
their meetings. The claim, made by Royal Burgess Golfing Society, 
of having existed since 1735 is based solely on a statement in the 1834 
issue of the Edinburgh Almanac, mentioning that the Society had 
been ‘instituted about 1735’.

(with apologies to John Masefield)

I must down to the links again, to those holes where the high 
tides reach,
And all I ask is a straight true ball that does not divert to the 
beach;
I shall ensure my head stays still till the ball soars high in the 
sky,
Rather than swing with untutored zeal – so it dives in the gorse 
straight out of the heel,
With me just wondering why.

I must down to the links again to tread the sea-washed turf,
Embrace the fairways, shun the rough, and above all steer clear 
of the surf;
And all I ask is a sun blessed day with cirrus clouds flying high,
A gentle breeze to tease from the east so my pitch to the first is 
a seven at least,
With the outward half easy as pie!

I must down to the links again to savour the golfer’s life,
To pray for a par, then to breathe in deep when a westerly cuts 
like a knife;
And all I ask on the final green is a putt with a left hand borrow
That achieves its goal in winning the hole, bringing joy 
As opposed to deep sorrow.

Ian Nalder
_________________________________________________

BOOKS FOR SALE
Dear Editor
Would you be kind enough to draw the attention of all my fel-
low members that I have a large number of golf books for sale. 
Rather  than supply a list I would welcome anyone interested to 
contact me with a wish list of their interests, authors etc. and I 
can reply via Email. Also contact by telephone would welcomed.
Contact via Email address- wjd632@gmail.com
Thank you for your help
39 Oaklands, Cirencester, Glos. GL71FA.    Tel: 01285 655496

Bill Daniels.

FOR SALE
For Sale prior to house move 
Long standing member Irvine Caplan based in  North 
Manchester has copies of Through the Green dating back to 1987 
along with a run of 1980s editions of the GCS Bulletin magazine 
edited by Joseph Murdoch for sale and collection. Irvine can 
be contacted by phone on 0161 793 1900 or by email irvmoe@
ntlworld.com.

NAIRN FEVER  
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The initial idea, 
The initial idea however came from the British diplomat  
Andrew Percy Bennett, a scratch golfer and employee at the 
British Embassy in Vienna. He and his boss, Ambassador  Sir 
Plunkett were keen to establish a golf course in Vienna but 
preferred to ask  members of the Austrian high aristocracy and 
the business world to join them. Count Althann succeeded in 
convincing  his Majesty of the need for a golf course in Vienna  
in view of the fact that other imperial cities like Berlin and Paris 
and holiday resorts like Cannes, Baden Baden or St.Moritz 
had long since established theirs. The answer of the Emperor, 
although positive, was quite discouraging as he expressed his 
concern about ‘what a boring  sport that must be’. 

The list of the first golfers in Austria shows impressive 
names: three Rothschilds, the Houses of Thurn & Taxis, 
Liechtenstein, Kinsky were just a few such names; the famous 
architect Adolf Loos signed up as well; and of course numerous 
English diplomats. including Lord  Kilmarnock, Lord Acton 
and Sir Edward Goschen as new British ambassador, to name 
but a few. Although the members were very distinguished, 
numbers  remained low and until 1914 the total membership 
figure did not exceed 75. 

The official start
The architect of Austria’s first golf course was nobody less than 
Willie Park Jnr. He brought with him his nephew James Stagg 

It was  Count  Michael Robert Althann, who was chosen 
by his fellow golfers to go to the Emperor Franz Joseph  
and  negotiate  the lease of a piece of land to use  it as 
the first proper golf course in Austria. The land was part 

of the now famous Prater park not far from the city centre of 
Vienna. It was the private property of his Majesty, who used it 
for hunting purposes. 

‘What a Boring Sport that must be!’ 

Christian Arnoldner  

examines the History of Golf in his native Austria

The 18th tee at Lainz which sadly closed after 1945 but not before 
the Soviet troops had burnt down the club house

James Standish, Austrian Champion, Karlsbad 1908
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from Musselburgh who became Austria’s first golf instructor. 
This was the official start of golf in Austria but, unofficially,  golf 
was already being played in the Austro-Hungarian Empire in 
South Tyrol. In the famous mountain spa Meran rumour had 
it  that the Russian Greatduke Michailowitsch had introduced 
golf as early as the 1890s. He usually spent the winter months 
in Cannes where, in 1891, he had founded the Golf Club of  
Cannes-Mandelieu while in summer time he preferred the 
cooler Meran.

Golf in the South Tyrol goes back even much further. 
There is evidence that already in  1555 a sport called ‘Kolbnen’ 
was played in some mountain valleys close to Meran. It was 
a game for adults but men only. They used to hit a sort of a 
ball with a sort of a club from one village to the next over a 
distance of about six km. It became very popular  but then a 
death casualty occurred so that the Teaching Profession and the 
Clergy objected to the game  and as a consequence it became 
forbidden. Still it is supposed to have survived until about 1885 
in some valleys of  the South Tyrol, which is now part of Italy.

Of course the question remains how this  game found its way 
into this  remote mountain area. One possible answer could be 
found in the marriage between the Tyrolean  Duke Sigismund 
dem Münzreichen and Eleonore of Scotland. Eleonore who got 
married to Sigismund in 1449 was the daughter of  the Scottish 
King James I. It was he who in 1424 had banned a certain not 
clearly identified ball game. Naturally on Eleonore’s way from 
Scotland to the Tyrol she must have been accompanied by a 
large crowd of  courtiers. It can be assumed that some of them 
were already familiar with a kind of golf or with the game which 
was banned in Scotland. Maybe they now practiced it far from 
home in the Austrian Alps, where, eventually the locals took 
it over.

In other parts of the then Austro-Hungarian Empire, golf 
courses were built in the Bohemian spa resorts Karlsbad (1904), 
Marienbad (1905) and Franzensbad (1905). The course in 
Marienbad  was initiated by the British King Edward VII, who 

had chosen this idyllic spa as his  holiday resort for many years. 
In fact he spent his summer holidays  there nine times between 
1897 and 1909. From 1903 to 1909 during seven consecutive 
years always stayed at Hotel Weimar. The story goes that the 
idea of building a golf course in Marienbad came up first in 
1903 when King Edward VII was on a state visit in Vienna. His 
Majesty got to know about the new golf course in Wien-Krieau 
and had asked for the initiator of this course, Percy Bennett. 
The king asked Bennett whether he could do also a course in 
Marienbad.  Mr. Bennett  promised the king to do his best and 
indeed when Edward came again to Marienbad the following 
year a 9-hole course was ready. The club itself was then founded 
in 1905. 

Further golf courses were built in Hungary in the  mountain 
resort Tatra-Lomnitz (1908 ) as well as in  the second largest city 
of the empire, Budapest, in 1910 and finally in the spa Pistyan 
(1913). Apparently there was also a golf course in  South Tyrol 
- not in Meran where there were still only simple golf meadows 
-  but a hotel course adjacent to the picturesque Grand Hotel 
Karersee not far from Bozen (Bolzano). Besides these commer-
cially run courses there were also a few private ones belonging 
to  rich people like the Czech steel tycoon Franz Ringhoffer or 
Count Kinsky  and Count Althann. 

It is no surprise, therefore, that the leading  Czech golf 
pioneers were Franz Ringhoffer  and Count Kinsky. But unlike 
Ringhoffer who later became president of the Prag Golf Club 
and the Czech Golf Federation. the latter did  not get involved in 
any special golfing activities after he had built his private course 
in Pardubitz (Northern Bohemia).

Hungarian  pioneers were Count Andrassy,  who first tried 
out golf at the Budapest race course in 1902 and the great sports-
man Desider (Decsko) Lauber, who designed Hungary’s first 
course in Tatra-Lomnitz. Later he not only became the architect 
of other golf courses like Semmering in Austria or Abbazia at 
the Adriatic coast and Bled in Slovenia, but also a top player, 
who won several international titles.

Walter Hagen at Vienna Golf Club 1928Scene at Karlsbad Golf Club 1907

Golf in Austria
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(1937) who all of them gave much applauded exhibitions in 
Vienna. In neighbouring Budapest even Bobby Jones paid a 
visit to an excited crowd of noble golfers.

A total of about 700-800 golfers played in Austria in 1937 
before the rise of the new political development in Germany 
and Austria reduced this number dramatically to almost zero 
in 1942.

In the former ‘crown lands’, too,  golf  flourished in the 1920s 
and 1930s, especially in Czechoslovakia. Besides the above men-
tioned  old courses in  Karlsbad and Marienbad, there were new 
courses in Prague (1926) and a few other, smaller, almost private 
ones. The Czech Open was established in 1935, a celebrated win-
ner was Henry Cotton in 1937 and 1938. At that time, possibly 
about 500 enthusiasts played golf in Czechoslovakia.

In Hungary there was still the course of the Magyar Golf 
Club in Budapest, which  continued to play an important role 
among Central European golfers. The strength of their lead-
ing players like Lauber and the fabulous Erszebet von Szlávy,  
multiple winner of championships in Austria, Czechoslovakia 
and Hungary as well as in Germany and therefore one of the 
leading ladies in Continental Europe, was outstanding. Their 
tiny national team (sometimes Mrs. Szlávy had to help out the 
men’s team due to lack of male players) repeatedly and suc-
cessfully challenged  the German team, the strongest nation 
on the Continent besides France. This was quite remarkable 
considering the fact that there was only a pool of around 300 
golfers to choose from.

In 1923 a golf course was built on the legendary island of 
Brioni in the Adriatic Sea. The golf course became almost as 
legendary as the island itself. It was probably the most popular 
winter resort for the golfers in Central Europe who wanted to 
indulge in their favourite sport in the winter months as well.

Post Second World War
After World War II there was  just a handful golfers left. They 
could only play in Dellach and in Achensee (Tyrol). In 1949  

Post First World War
Only a few of the first courses in Austria survived the Great War, 
Vienna, of course, as well as  Karlsbad, Marienbad, Budapest, 
Karersee and the Ringhoffer  course.  Sadly, none of the latter 
ones were located in the territory of the now much smaller new 
Republic of Austria.  In 1926,  a second course was built in the 
small Austria at the holiday resort Semmering south of Vienna; 
it was designed by Desider Lauber.

In 1927 two more followed: Dellach in Carinthia and, in 
Vienna the International Country Club. The latter became a 
favourite course with  the British King Edward VIII, who played 
there several times as Prince of  Wales, then as King Edward and 
as Duke of Windsor.  In 1937 he took over the patronage of the 
club which was an extraordinary honour to a club outside the 
United Kingdom. 

In the early 1930s, there was something of a  small golf boom 
and new courses were built  in Igls near Innsbruck, Achensee 
(both Tyrol) and Bad Ischl (close to Salzburg). In addition, a 
private course was built by Baron Eugen Rothschild and this 
might have been relevant  when Edward VIII decided to spend 
his first days after his abdication in 1936 at the Baron’s Schloss 
Enzesfeld  in Lower Austria. There he found some peace and 
quiet after  all the upheavals  and the scandal provoked  by his 
love for Wallis Simpson. After he had left Enzesfeld he stayed for 
another month at the holiday resort Bad Ischl where he played 
golf practically every day. There he was staying until he received 
his permission to get married to Wallis Simpson. 

During his four- month-stay he also visited another castle in 
Austria, Schloss Wasserleonburg in Carinthia.  Who knows  but 
the nearby golf course of Dellach might again have been a rea-
son why the Duke chose this Schloss for his  honeymoon after 
he got married to Wallis in France. The owner of the Schloss, 
Count Paul zu Münster, was an excellent golfer. 

Although times were not good in the late 1920s and the 
1930s, this did not prevent the wealthy golfers from enjoy-
ing their favourite game nor from  improving it by watching 
international golf heroes. In 1928 Walter Hagen came to Vienna, 
followed by Joe Kirkwood (1931) and finally by Henry Cotton 

L-R   C Heminway, Count J De Bendern, Henry Cotton and R. 
Bleckhett. - Mitteleuropaische Golf Revue 1937HRH Prince of Wales at Bad Ischl
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Vienna Golf Club was re-founded  with a new course, again in 
the Viennese Prater area, not far  from the first course of 1901.  

In the 1950s new courses opened up in Salzburg and  
Kitzbühel, respectively were re-established in Innsbruck and 
Bad Ischl. Still, the  number of  golfers in 1960 was a mere 700!

The 1970s were rather quiet as far as course development was 
concerned. Internationally,  some superb performances of the 
leading professional golfer Ossi Gartenmaier and the amateur 
Klaus Nierlich were noticed. Gartenmaier became one of the  
best – if not the best - professionals of the German speaking 
countries in the 1970s,  whilst Nierlich was counted among the 
best amateurs of the whole Continent. A new golf magazine (the 
Golf Gazette) was established in 1979.

The mid 1980s marked a big step forward, when suddenly 
the ‘Royal and Ancient Game of Golf ’ became popular in 
Austria. This  extreme and  sudden rise in the number of players 
and, consequently,  courses is almost  miraculous. Perhaps it 
had something to do with a similar awakening and popularisa-
tion of golf in Germany with Bernard Langer giving the media  
more reasons to report on the game. In addition ambitious 
young entrepreneurs imported the idea of building attractive 
golf resorts from abroad, resulting in the Jack Nicklaus course 
in Altentann (1988) near Salzburg or the 36-hole course at 
Gutenhof (1988) outside Vienna just to mention two of them.

Organizing golf events became attractive, too, and the first 
Austrian Golf  Open played in Altentann had its premiere in 
1990 with Jack Nicklaus, Lanny Wadkins and Bernhard Langer 
as prominent participants.

From 1987 a long list of world class players paid visits to 
Austrian Golf Clubs: Seve Ballesteros (1988 in Bad Ischl), Jack 
Nicklaus and Tony Jacklin (1987 in Altentann), Payne Stewart 
and Bernhard Langer (1989 in Kitzbühel), Mark Calcavecchia  
and Fred Couples (1989). In 1991 Greg Norman, Lee Trevino and 
Tom Kite, later amongst others Nick Faldo, José-Maria Olazabal 
and Colin Montgomery.

Conclusion
It is therefore no  surprise that in the 1990s  and the following 
years the boom continued. In 2014 Austria had 104, 000  golfers 
playing on 156 courses. What an incredible development for 
such a small country! This sport can’t be boring. Can it?

Alan Sowerby 1928-2014

Members will be sad to hear of the passing of Alan Sowerby 
on Boxing Day 2014 at the age of 86. 

Alan joined the Society after organising an early hickory 
match between his home club, Eaglescliffe, County Durham, 
and the Society – an event that was repeated during his 

Obituary

captaincy in 1997. For many years he was a stalwart member 
of the English side that played against the Scots, in spite of 
a difficult back problem that hindered his walking, though 
not his swing. A number of us familiar with him later in life, 
were unaware of his youthful prowess as track athlete, crick-
eter, rugby footballer and gymnast, in which latter sport he 
represented Great Britain in the immediate post-war period. 
Maintaining a fitness regime throughout his life, Alan took up 
marathon running in his 50s and was a familiar figure in his 
local gym well into his 80s. 

After early work as a PE instructor, Alan obtained a degree 
in Engineering from Liverpool University and had a success-
ful international career in waste management, initially based 
in his native Teesside, then London. 

Following his captaincy at Eaglescliffe, Alan was club 
President in 2007, and sad to miss most of the centenary cel-
ebrations last year. He did, however, ring into the clubhouse 
from his hospital bed on the occasion of the hickory event 
with the Society in August. Showing philosophical acceptance 
of a difficult prognosis, Alan was typically cheerful and posi-
tive in passing on his best wishes to Society members. We look 
forward to reading his centenary history of Eaglescliffe Golf 
Club. 
Our condolences go to Beryl and his family.  

John Pearson

Golf in Austria
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Letter from America
by John Butler

Pete Georgiady (North Carolina), aka Brown Ale, 
thoroughly covered the Golf Collectors’ Society 2014 
annual meeting in December’s Through the Green.  
Congratulations to Pete on the 20th anniversary of 

his writing a semi-annual Letter from America.  His Letter has 
indeed been a pleasure for the BGCS readership and hopefully 
my alternating effort will be nearly as well received.

At the Las Vegas Annual Meeting, I was pleased to be 
approved by the GCS Board as the new director for Region 
2, which includes my home state of Virginia, the District of 
Columbia, and four other mid-Atlantic states.  My thanks to 
Glenn Moore and Ralph Elder, fellow Virginians and also BGCS 
members, for their support.

Last November, just prior to the Annual Meeting, the United 
States Golf Association hosted the 2014 Golf History Leadership 
Conference. The group’s mission statement was ‘to ensure the 
preservation of the game’s history for the benefit of future 
generations and facilitate the use of these resources to foster 
a greater awareness and appreciation of golf ’. In attendance 
were representatives from the GCS (President John Capers), 
BGCS (President Philip Truett), Augusta National Golf Club, 
British Golf Museum, Golf Canada, LA84, LPGA, as well as 
the USGA. John Capers (Pennsylvania) relates that discussions 

revolved around the various attendees’ methods of collection, 
preservation, and public availability. A list of over sixty other 
organizations that have golf related collections was started 
to work toward their involvement in the mission. All left the 
conference knowing they had taken the first step toward a 
worldwide effort to recognize where golf ’s history is stored, 
how to access it, and hopefully not duplicate other efforts. A 
conference call is planned for Spring 2015.  

In January, Jim Davis (Michigan), who edits the GCS 
Bulletin and is a BGCS member, attended a two-day trade 
show held in Columbus, Ohio for the first time, having been 
in Dayton for many years.  Jim relates that Gary and Susan 
Wyckoff (Ohio) hosted the ‘Cabin Fever’ golf show and the new 
venue was greeted with hearty approval, Columbus being the 
state capitol and offering fine hotels, dining, and shopping.

Sixty-five GCS members from several far flung states and 
Canada attended and there were around 60 tables.  BGCS was 
represented by Philip Truett with his outstanding collection 
of postcards on his table. John Fischer (Ohio), GCS Vice-
President, reports that because of the number of tables, there 
were two trading rooms. John and his son Leonard became 
BGCS members last year. John said Leonard is a club collector 
and found a beautiful Jack White driver with almost no loft and 

Gary and Susan Wycoff, organisers of the January 
Columbus Show 

Dr Michael Hurdzan buys a mounted Tom Stewart cleek from 
The Memorial Tournament from Scott Staudacher
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stamped ‘Johnny Farrell’; it had been cleaned up but had the 
original shaft and grip. John doesn’t collect clubs but came home 
with a Gibson ‘Skoogee’ niblick with a smooth dish face and 
heavy deep flange and a James Braid Orion putter with the left 
of the shaft being absolutely flat, including the hosel, something 
like an extended reminder grip (now all he has to do is keep the 
flat side on line). 

An added attraction was visiting the nearby office of noted 
golf course architect Dr. Michael Hurdzan with his magnificent 
collection of golf artifacts and memorabilia.  The Jack Nicklaus 
Museum, located on the campus of his alma mater Ohio State 
University, was also a popular stop.  Gary intends to hold the 
show again in 2016 and Columbus, Ohio is the new Dayton; he 
also organizes a Florida golf show and is hoping to have around 
40 tables at Kissimmee Bay Country Club this March.

America’s Northeast has had an extremely cold and snowy 
winter, so Bob Gettis (Pennsylvania) kept busy running the 
‘Second Annual Ice Golf Event’ in January in the Poconos.  The 
event featured a putting green, two miniature holes, and seven 
longer holes, all on Pines Lake.  Conditions were almost unplay-
able with single digit temps and high winds, but the ice golfers 
persevered. Bob plans to make this an annual event-weather 
permitting.

For upcoming hickory golf, Bill Reed (Iowa), immediate 
past GCS President, points out that the 38th annual Heart of 

America Hickory Championship will be held this July at a 1902 
Tom Bendelow designed golf course in Des Moines, Iowa.  The 
Heart of America is a long time staple of modern hickory golf. 
The tourney was started in 1978 by Warren ‘Ole’ Olson from 
Iowa. Ole was a long time GCS member and its President in the 
early 1990s.  This event is now billed as the oldest continuously 
held hickory tournament in the world. Although considered a 
regional event, it draws hickory players from around the country 
and some international players as well. 48 to 60 players usually 
attend.  Olson introduced hundreds of players to hickory golf, 
including Randy Jensen from Nebraska. Bill Reed has been the 
tournament director for the past dozen years, in an effort to pay 
his debt to those who introduced him to hickory golf.  

Gerry Stratford (California), a BGCS member, directs 
attention to a less well know hickory golf group - Pacific Coast 
Hickory Golfers. PCHG has a biannual newsletter Niblick News 
and a developing website pacifichickory.com. For example, in 
June the 4th Annual California Hickory ‘North-South’ will be 
played at the Pacific Grove Links on the Monterey Peninsula.  

The September 17-19, 2015 dates for the GCS Annual 
Meeting in the Chicago area have been on our calendars awhile.  
Recent news is that the GCS board has approved holding the 
2016 Annual Meeting at the Kalahari Resort and Convention 
Center at Pocono Manor, PA.  The dates are the 18th to 20th of 
September 2016.  This is the first time the convention will be in 
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wealth through industrial enterprise, wanting to establish a 
legitimate position in high society, acquired large coun-
try mansions and estates... [and] would hold shooting 
parties at their estates, several times a season, with as 
much ostentation as possible. Beside the name and rank 
of the invited guests, the respect that accrued to the host 
of such parties was in direct proportion to the number 
of creatures that were killed.

One of the new possessors of great wealth, Sir Samuel Morton 
Peto, had made a fortune as a builder and engineer in many 
parts of the world, including building a railway between 
Balaklava and Sevastopol during the Crimean War. He built a 
fantastical palace at Somerleyton, near Lowestoft, and was keen 
to develop the town as a resort and a port. Peto, with the Ipswich 
brewer John Cobbold, was largely responsible for organising the 
building of the railway line between Ipswich and Lowestoft, and 
later branch lines in turn serviced each of the other resorts and 
their new piers and golf courses. 

Most of the land between the Orwell and the Deben, includ-
ing much of what is now the town of Felixstowe and its docks, 

It is no coincidence that the first four golf clubs in Suffolk 
were founded in the 1880s at the expanding seaside resorts 
of Felixstowe, Aldeburgh, Southwold and Lowestoft. 
These towns were also the only places in Suffolk where the 

fashionable piers into the sea were built. But in the hinterland 
of these holiday resorts lay the poor agricultural land of the 
Suffolk sandlings. This light sandy land had never been well 
populated and farming it had never been easy. At the end of the 
19th century things got worse. From 1870 farm rents fell across 
the country and agricultural prices were affected by competition 
from overseas markets. The price of wheat fell from 50-55 shil-
lings a quarter ton in 1870 to a low point of 23 shillings in 1894 
and agricultural rents fell by 41% in south-east England over a 
similar period. There were similar issues for the meat producing 
areas of the country as the new refrigerated ships, some run 
by Anderson, Anderson & Co, began to bring in frozen meat, 
particularly from Argentina, Australia and New Zealand; by 
1910 one million tons a year were being imported. Perhaps one 
of the first frozen joints of lamb to be seen in Suffolk was sent 
by Skelton Anderson to his parents-in-law. Newson and Louisa 
Garrett proudly invited the Aldeburgh vicar, Henry Thompson, 
and his family to dinner to try out this exotic out of season fare. 
Dorothy Thompson recorded that the Garretts’ cook, working 
with a coal-fired oven, was unaware of the need to defrost the 
meat to the core, and the lamb was presented warm but still raw 
on the inside. 

However, for many of the estates on the Suffolk sandlings, 
including the Vernon-Wentworth’s Black Heath estate, the prof-
itability of the agriculture was less important than the shooting. 
Suffolk had long been famous for its partridge shooting but in 
the second half of the 19th century shooting specially reared 
pheasants became increasingly popular as a leisure activity and 
this was the period of the greatest magnificence of the shoot-
ing party. Between Ipswich and Aldeburgh, as the struggling 
farmers sold, the sandlings were being concentrated into a 
small number of large estates, mainly devoted to shooting for 
the newly rich. 

W G Sebald described the Suffolk shooting estates in his 
book The Rings of Saturn.

Men of middle class background who had achieved great 

Shooting and Golf on the Suffolk Coast

Stephen Barnard 
looks at the life of a gentleman and a sportsman

Lord Balfour and Lord Elcho
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was acquired by Colonel George Tomline, who had inherited a 
substantial fortune, and by the time of his death in 1889 he held 
18,479 acres, the second largest acreage in Suffolk. Tomline built 
a large mansion at Orwell Park overlooking the Orwell estuary 
and began to develop what was said to be the best partridge 
shooting in the world on his estate.  He had been a Tory MP 
and one of his regular guests was Lord Elcho, another MP and, 
according to Horace Hutchinson, equally good at golf and 
shooting. Elcho was described in Vanity Fair in 1870 as being of 
the “Rule-Britannia-and-keep-up-the-army-school”. Elcho was 
conscious of his position and was domineering as the leader of 
the London Scottish golfers on Wimbledon Common. Skelton 
Anderson had been a founder member of the London Scottish 
Rifle Volunteers but joined Henry Lamb’s civilian group of golf-
ers when they broke away in 1880 to form what would become 
Royal Wimbledon.

Tomline had arranged for a branch of the Ipswich to 
Lowestoft railway to be built to Felixstowe in 1877 and was 
looking to develop the town and build a new dock. The men 
working on the line wore the same livery as Tomline’s household 
staff, with the station master at Felixstowe wearing a butler’s 
uniform. Aware of the potential for the future of Felixstowe, 
and no doubt encouraged by Elcho, Tomline allowed the 
Wimbledon golfers to establish in 1880 a course on his land by 
the sea and he became the first Patron of the Felixstowe club. He 
and Elcho were also instrumental in getting another MP, Arthur 
Balfour, later Prime Minister and Captain of the R&A, to join 
the club. The group of MPs was further expanded by Colonel 
Lloyd-Anstruther, the MP for East Suffolk from 1886-92, who 
lived at Hintlesham Hall (and in 1891 he became a Member of 
Aldeburgh). 

Arthur Balfour was not interested in shooting. He described 
a grand shooting party at Blenheim Palace with 

the Princess of Wales, the royal couple’s two daughters and a 
son-in-law, two sets of Curzons, the Londonderrys, Grenfells, 
Gosfords, H Chaplin etc etc... Today the men shot and the 
women dawdled. As I detest both occupations equally, I stayed 
in my room until one o’ clock and then went exploring on my 
bike, joining everybody at luncheon. 

To Balfour, and his friends in the informal group called 
the Souls, golf at North Berwick and elsewhere was a civilised 
alternative to racing and “Germanic” pheasant shooting. But 
Arthur Balfour may have had reasons other than golf to go to 
Orwell Park, and to have an excuse to stay in his room while 
others were shooting. In 1883 Lord Elcho succeeded his father as 
the 10th Earl of Wemyss. His son, the new Lord Elcho, had also 
moved into politics and was one of the MPs for Ipswich from 
1886 to 1895. In the 1880s Balfour began a lengthy relationship 
with Mary, the wife of the new Lord Elcho, and is rumoured 
to have enjoyed being spanked by her.  Her daughter Cynthia 
married Herbert Asquith, the son of H H Asquith, and Mary 
Elcho may be the only person to have spanked a future Prime 

Minister and had another Prime Minister as father-in-law to 
her daughter.

On the other side of the Deben estuary from the Felixstowe 
golf course a City broker and financier, and later another MP, 
Cuthbert Quilter, had acquired a large estate for shooting, at 
its peak extending to 8,000 acres. To entertain his guests he 
built an enormous house at Bawdsey Manor towering over the 
river, reminiscent, according to Sebald, ‘both of an Elizabethan 
mansion and a maharajah’s palace’. Quilter was also a golfer, and 
a member of Felixstowe GC, and a glimpse of his handsome 
entertaining was reported in The Field in September 1887, which 
gave the first detailed account of golf at Aldeburgh. The captain, 
secretary and treasurer of the Felixstowe club and 23 other 
members joined Quilter on his steam yacht Firefly from the 
Felixstowe side of the Deben. Unfortunately, it was the first wet 
morning for three months.  In one of the grander approaches 
by golfers travelling to Aldeburgh, the Firefly left the Deben 
estuary at low tide and steamed north up the Suffolk coast. A 
pilot was taken on board to negotiate the difficult passage into 
the Alde/Ore estuary at Shingle Street and the party had lunch 
prepared by Stonham, the Felixstowe club steward, as they 
passed Orford on the rising tide. After the golf at Aldeburgh, 
mentioned earlier, the party was amused by ‘that fine golfer’ 
John Kerr who repeatedly failed to reach the banks of the 
Alde with golf shots played from the deck of the Firefly. John 
Kerr was a Scot who had come south to London and was one 
of Felixstowe’s founder members. He probably knew Skelton 
Anderson, who met the Felixstowe golfers at the end of their 
round. The day ended appropriately: ‘Mr Quilter’s kindness 
in lending his steam yacht was acknowledged by three hearty 
cheers when the anchor dropped’.

In The Rings of Saturn Sebald wondered whether Quilter 
might have been invited on board the German Imperial yacht 
Hohenzollern which was anchored off Felixstowe during the 
visit to the resort in 1891 of the German Empress (who was 
Queen Victoria’s eldest daughter) and her family. The Imperial 
family stayed at South Beach Mansions which had the necessary 
twenty  bedrooms and had been built for the Eley family who, 
fittingly, had made a fortune from the manufacture of shotgun 
cartridges. This visit may have been the height of Felixstowe’s 
reputation as a fashionable resort but this success was to last 
only a few years. Felixstowe was strategically important, and 
was a restricted area during the First World War when the golf 
course was requisitioned by the military and used as a rifle 
range. Felixstowe Golf Club never recovered its prestige after 
the war and, suffering competition from a another Felixstowe 
course, Eastward Ho!, collapsed as a members’ club in the 
1930s. The club was re-launched in 1946 in a more modest form 
as Felixstowe Ferry GC. The First World War also ended all 
associations with Germany, the German hotel employees on the 
Suffolk coast were sent home and the Kursaal (the term used for 
German health halls) at Thorpeness was renamed the Country 
Club. There were no more references to the German Ocean as 
the North Sea became the name universally used in England. 

Golf on the Suffolk Coast
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Bawdsey itself did not survive as an estate but its use as a radar 
centre was vital in helping to repel the next, and more serious, 
German threat in the Second World War.

A little further north, Sudbourne Hall, near Orford, with its 
25 bedrooms, was particularly prominent as a shooting estate, 
covering most of the land on the other side of the Alde estuary 
to Aldeburgh. Sudbourne’s shooting importance goes back to 
the 18th century when it was one of the first estates to introduce 
red legged partridges and at the end of the 19th century tens 
of thousands of pheasants were shot there every year. A visit 
from the Prince of Wales was a measure of the prominence of a 
shooting estate and he shot at Sudbourne at least once. 

Kenneth Clark, later Lord Clark and the guardian of the 
country’s aesthetic values, lived there as a boy in the early 20th 
century although his parents were only in residence for the 
shooting between October and New Year before leaving for 
Monte Carlo. His father joined the Club in 1905. The elaborate 
rituals of the Edwardian shooting party were closely observed 
with uniforms and bowler hats for the 12 or more keepers (who 
had their own tailor on the estate) and special smocks with red 
lapels for the beaters. Kenneth Clark described a shooting day 
at Sudbourne in The Other Side of the Alde, which was written 
as a tribute to Benjamin Britten on his 50th birthday:

At 10.30, after colossal breakfasts, the guns left for the district 
where the beats were to take place, in a fleet of archaic cars. 
Then came the dreadful moment when they drew lots - little 
silver spillikins - for their stands, and if by ill-luck some famous 
shot found himself at the end of the line, with some duffer in 
the centre, the day’s troubles would begin. At lunchtime they 
were joined by the ladies in enormous hats with veils, and the 
whole party would repair to thatched pavilions in the woods 
which had been specially constructed, one in each district, to 
contain a party of fourteen. Striped awnings were stretched 
around the walls, and from brass-bound hay-boxes there 
appeared a magnificent meal. How they ate! Local oysters and 
liver pate, steak and kidney pudding, cold turkey and ham, 
treacle tart, double Cottenham cheese, and always, to fill in 
the corners (as was often said with satisfaction), a slice of plum 
cake. The guns also drank as much as they dared (which was a 
good deal) but they sometimes had to forgo that second glass 
of Kummel, because on the afternoon beats the ladies would 
be at their sides, and they would be more than ever anxious to 
show their skill.

No one, of course, could have been invited who was 
not a fair shot; but this was a highly competitive sport, and 
throughout England shots were graded, like seeded lawn-
tennis players, with the Lord Ripon and the Prince of Wales at 
the summit. It sometimes happened that a famous performer 
had an off day. Then his chagrin knew no bounds. The lady at 
his side would withdraw, and he would return silently to the 
house, not to be seen again till dinner. Indeed, if things had 
gone really badly he would refuse to come down to dinner, and 
a tray would be taken to his room’

There was similarly grand shooting closer to Aldeburgh 
Golf Club. In the late 1880s the Vernon-Wentworth shooting 
estates to the west of Aldeburgh were expanded to cope with 
the extra guests at the grand new ‘Shooting Box’ at Black Heath 
overlooking the Alde. It was clear that golf was secondary to 
the shooting on the Vernon-Wentworth estate and the Club 
had to make sure that the gorse and other cover for the game 
were not cut back too much. The Club also had to be careful 
to get permission for changes which might interfere with the 
shooting: it was later effusive in thanking Captain Wentworth 
in a letter to Members in 1908:

The Club are to be congratulated upon having as their 
President a gentleman and a sportsman, who has not shrunk 
from impairing his shooting on the Course in order to avert 
disaster to over 500 ladies and gentlemen who are deeply grate-
ful to him for his timely assistance and highly appreciative of 
his unselfish action.

When the Course was first laid out, the only trees were copses 
acting as coverts for some of the thousands of young pheas-
ants reared each year. When the course was extended in 1907, 
Vernon-Wentworth ensured that his shooting was protected; 
an example was a local rule forbidding golfers from recovering 
balls from the pheasant covert next to what is now the sixth 
green. The 1907 lease made clear that Vernon-Wentworth retained 
rights over 

all soil, trees, bushes, shrubs, and whins, and all rights of 
shooting and taking and preserving game hares and rabbits 
over the property, and all grazing rights. 

The lease also specifically required the trustees, on behalf of 
the Club, to 

make every possible endeavour to preserve the Lessor’s game 
and the eggs thereof and to do everything in their power to 
prevent poaching and trespassing and the presence of dogs on 
the links and the searching for balls by unauthorised persons.

 

A Prince Duleep Singh shooting party




