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Once again I have a great deal 
of golf on which to report, both 

under the auspices of the BGCS and 
for other clubs and societies. I have 
attended BGCS matches with or against 
Trentham, Goodwood, Silloth on Solway, 
Wildernesse, Clapham Common Golf 
Club (played at Mitcham Common) and 
Reigate Heath. The BGCS did triumph at 
Goodwood and Wildernesse but in the 
majority of cases succumbed to superior 
golfing skills.

The annual England v Scotland 
match was played at Dunbar but this 
turned out to be a very one-sided affair 
with the Scots winning all six matches.

At Silloth we played alongside their 
club members to help them celebrate 
their 125th anniversary and the following 
day played a Stableford event to cel-
ebrate the BGCS’s own 30th anniversary. 
The two stars of the show were Alan 
Walmsley who scored a gross 76 for 41 

points and our own Mungo Park whose 
great, great uncle of the same name, 
Open Champion in 1874, helped lay out 
the first course at Silloth. Mungo’s great 
uncle, ‘Young’ Willie Park redesigned 
the course at the end of the 1890s into 
what, substantially, is the present layout.

The English Hickory Championship 
was played, as always, at Rye. There was 
a strong contingent of Swedish golfers 
present and Claes Arma emerged 
triumphant. His fine gross 74 ensured 
there was no repeat of his 2016 defeat in 
a playoff. Yet another occasion on which 
I can report really impressive scoring 
with hickory-shafted clubs.

With the 2017 BGCS golfing season now 
over, I want to take this opportunity to 
thank all those who have acted as Match 
Managers and also Carolyn Kirk, 
our very efficient Fixtures Secretary. 
Without them, none of these matches 
and championships would be possible.

Do have a look at the provisional 
fixture list for 2018 which you can find 
on the BGCS website and elsewhere in 
this copy of TTG. The old favourites are 
all there plus 125th anniversary matches 
at Malden and Kirby Muxloe, and a 
hickory match against Delamere Forest.

Thanks are due to the team that 
produces Through The Green to such 
a very high standard, namely: John 
Pearson the Editor; Tony Norcott 
as Advertising Manager; Richard 
Williams as Commissioning Editor; 
Jean Holt the typesetter; and Bill 

Druce, Hamish Ewan and John Hanna, 
the proof-readers. And also to all those 
who serve on the BGCS Committee. 

Our last Committee Meeting was 
held in the boardroom of the PGA 
Headquarters at The Belfry. The deci-
sion to set up a BGCS Facebook page 
(see elsewhere in this issue of TTG for 
full details), may be the most important 
decision that we made at that meeting. 
I urge Facebook users to join the group 
and post news items to the page.

My golf outside of the BGCS has 
taken me to West Sussex, Hunstanton, 
Brancaster, Thorpeness and Woodbridge. 
We shall have to wait until 2031 for West 
Sussex’s centenary but only until 2022 for 
that at Thorpeness. The latter is a mag-
nificent, James Braid-designed course 
(2022 BGCS Fixture Secretary please 
note).

I am soon to give a talk at my home 
club, John O’Gaunt, on the history of 
the parkland in which we play our golf 
and also about the Burgoyne family 
who lived there for nearly 400 years. In 
addition, I have done some research into 
our golfing history which will soon be 
posted on the clubwebsite. It was great 
to discover that, for part of the time that 
we played on Biggleswade Common as 
North Bedfordshire Golf Club, Alfred 
Vardon, a younger brother of the great 
Harry Vardon, was our professional.

It only leaves me to wish all of you a 
Happy Christmas and a prosperous New 
Year.                                           

Chris Walker
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Society News
2018 Subscriptions held at 2014 Levels 

Scotland Regain the Archie Baird Trophy 

Archie Baird (left) presents his trophy to a gleeful Ian Hislop

Society news

who insist on paying by cheque or 
Standing Order please ensure that 
payment is made in full on the due date. 
All international members will again 
this year be invoiced individually in 
December, via email for payment using 
PayPal. As noted above invoicing and 
settlement will be in Sterling. 

The co-operation of members is 
very much appreciated. Please contact 
Stephen if you have any issues.

Stephen Grimoldby, our Hon 
Treasurer, reports that the finances 

of the Society remain healthy. The 
Committee has decided to maintain all 
subscriptions for 2018 at the existing 
levels for the fifth year running:

Full member UK £40
Joint full member UK £50

European and Overseas Associate 
members are requested to pay their 
2018 subscriptions in Sterling GBP:

Full member Europe £50
Joint full member Europe £55 

Overseas associate member £52
 All subscriptions are due in full on 
the 1st of January 2018. The preferred 
payment method for all UK members 
is by Direct Debit. For those UK 
members not yet signed up to this 
process a Direct Debit mandate form is 
available on the website for completion 
and return to the Hon Treasurer. Will 
those small number of UK members 

The 23rd annual match between 
England and Scotland took place 

over Dunbar Links on Friday the 1st of 
September in glorious sunshine and a 
light easterly breeze. The course, as ever 
was a delight, though, as on many other 
links this moist summer, the rough was 
unusually long and lush.

The Scottish team was well-set and 
familiar; the England side shorn of 
some holiday-making regulars, but with 
low-handicap debutants in the persons 
of Michael Arkle, Neil Millar and Neil 
Gascoigne. On the back of success 
in recent years, England’s confident 
expectations were rudely upset by the 
rampant Scots who ran in a six–nil 
whitewash – the first such result in the 
event’s history. 

We dined superbly and noisily in the 
clubhouse in the company of Sheila and 
Archie Baird, who presented his trophy 
to the Scottish Captain, Ian Hislop.
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Chris Walker with Alan Walmsley at the Silloth celebrations event

Claes Arma is the 2017 English Hickory Champion

Claes Arma, with Michelle and Nigel Notley

Rye presented itself gloriously in the 
Autumn sunshine for the English 

Hickory Championship on Friday the 
6th of October. Fairways were running 
fast and the greens on both courses 
comfortably over 10 on the stimp meter.

It is testimony to the high quality of 
the Jubilee course that 32 players took 
part in the match on Thursday afternoon. 
The course has twelve holes and six are 
played twice, mostly from different 
tees. The match this year was between 
Continental Europe and the World, The 
World winning 5½ to 2½. The countries 
represented across both teams were 
England, Scotland, Wales, Australia, 
USA, Sweden, France and Germany

The Old course at Rye is tough 
with disaster always just around the 
corner. Last year Claes Arma hooked into 
a bush to lose the Scratch Championship 

at the first playoff hole. This year his 74 
was impeccable,  closing the front nine 
with a brilliant 4, 2, 4, 3. This was the 
best amateur score ever and only two 
shots worse than the legendary 72 from 
Andrew Reynolds, the Deal professional. 
Second in the Tony Hawkins Scratch 
Trophy went to Scottish professional Iain 
Forrester with 80, followed by Stefan Kjell 
with 81, and Perry Somers with 82. Claes 
also won the Founders Salver and with it 
the title of English Hickory Champion, 
for his 39 points off handicap. Michael 
Lee and Olle Dahlgren were second and 
third both with 35 points. Jenny Hunt 
won the ladies prize with 27. 

We finished the day at Webbe’s Fish 
Cafe, rounding off another sun and fun 
filled break on the East Sussex coast. The 
dates for next year are 4th and 5th October.

 nigel notley 

Celebrations at Silloth

The two-day heritage event at Silloth 
on Solway GC took place on 

Wednesday and Thursday, the 20th and 
21st of September. 

On the Wednesday, the Society 
helped celebrate Silloth’s 125th 
anniversary in a Texas Scramble format 
that did raise certain traditionalist 
eyebrows, but proved a perfect way 
of introducing the hickory game to 
inexperienced players. It was convenient 
to share, and Club members adjusted 
easily to unfamiliar equipment. 

Form players were Chris Walker and 
Alan Walmsley, aiding David Beeby, the 
Silloth Captain, who returned a gross 69 
– three under par – for an untouchable 
net 66. In second place was the trio of 
Philip Truett, Bobby Kirk and Silloth 
president, Peter Cusack, who played like 
an experienced hickories competitor. 
Their score was 73 gross, 68 net.

The Society’s Stableford event the 
following day helped celebrate our 
own 30th anniversary. Conditions 
were similar with a firm southwesterly 
making the outward half particularly 

challenging. The first two players fought 
tooth and nail before Alan Walmsley 
prevailed with a remarkable 76 gross 
for 40 points off his 4 handicap to win 
a reproduction Forgan putter. Second 
was Hamish Ewan with an excellent 36 
points, with Chris Homer third on 33.

 At the after-dinner formalities, 
bgcs member Mungo Park was able 
to reminisce on the contribution to 

the Club by his great great uncle, also 
Mungo Park, and his great uncle, ‘Young’ 
Willie Park, who both helped create the 
course in the 1890s.  

This was a most enjoyable fixture 
over a traditional links course at a club 
that is justifiably proud of its great 
heritage.  

john pearson
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North Scotland Autumn Meeting, 12th of September, 2017

Literati of the Links at Royal Blackheath GC, Saturday, the 7th of October

Society news

Fraser receives his Dalwhinnie

At the Autumn meeting of the Lite-
rati of the Links, attendees, as usu-

al, reported on areas of recent research 
interest:

Richard Williams outlined the life of Ab-
erdonian George Glennie (1817 – 1886): 
professional engineer; Captain of Royal 
Blackheath, the R&A, and Prestwick; 
multiple winner of gold medals and 
holder of course records; and golfing 
pioneer in the south of England.

Philip Truett told us of a recent ac-
quisition, a precious silver decanter tag 
presented to Bernard Darwin at a pri-
vate dinner in the Carlton Terrace home 
of Lord Astor, proprietor of The Times, 
on Darwin’s retirement as Golf Corre-
spondent in 1953. Sadly, the accompa-
nying decanter of Old Irish Glass and its 
silver base no long accompanied the tag.

John Pearson updated the meeting 
on research into the evolution of the 
course at Silloth, based on new evidence 
from Dalrymple’s Golfing Guide (1896), 
and local newspaper reports of celebrity 
exhibition matches. A booklet is immi-

nent (see Book Review section).
Michael Sheret talked about his cur-

rent research on yet another rules inci-
dent at the Australian Open, this time 
in 1912. He went on to discuss the chal-
lenges of writing golf history for refereed 
academic journals.

Angela Howe reviewed events at the 
British Golf Museum over the year, in-
cluding the notable exhibition, opened 
by HRH The Princess Royal, celebrating 
150 years of the St Andrews Ladies Put-
ting Club.

Derek Markham previewed his bi-
ography of Herbert Fowler, banker, first 
class cricketer, international golfer and 
for the first third of the twentieth cen-
tury, international golf course architect.  

Stephen Barnard mused on differ-
ent collective terms for golfers and on 
the evolving distinctions between clubs, 
societies, companies, unions, circles and 
associations. 

Neil Millar continued his inspection 
of royal archives, matching informa-
tion from expenditure accounts and 
movements of the Scottish royal court 

to identify James IV and the Earl of 
Bothwell as participants in the first-ever 
recorded golf match, at St Andrews, on 
the 3rd of February 1504.

Michael Morrison described how his 
researches into the early history of the 
Cambridge University Golf Club have 
led to a new examination of early golf at 
Royal Worlington and Newmarket GC.

David Hamilton has been supporting 
Harry Ward in publication of his study 
of lost greens of Scotland, many opened 
optimistically between 1875 and 1914. 
Financial constraints often dictated a 
common pattern in land acquisition, 
course design and opening ceremony.

Donald Cameron described his latest 
research into early golf in Wales, start-
ing relatively late for the UK in the last 
quarter of the nineteenth century, with 
pioneers from Hoylake, on the shores of 
North Wales facing on to the Wirral and 
filtering south thereafter.

john pearson

The Autumn meeting of the North 
Scottish Region was held at 

Strathmore on the 12th September. The 
weather was breezy but dry for us all 
and only when putting our clubs away 
did we encounter any rain and that was 
only for the last two matches.

The Rannaleroch course in Angus, is 
a short distance from both Blairgowrie 
and Alyth. At 5848 yards, it was a mix of 
wooded moorland and parkland, with 
some attractive water hazards. It We 
found it ideal for hickories and some 
good scores were made. Nearest the 
pin prizes were won by Fraser Paterson 
at the Sixth and Willie Tanner at the 
Thirteenth. Liz Taylor was in third place 
with 36pts, having a better inward half 
than Bill Mitchell. Willie Tanner on 38 
points was just pipped to the winner’s 

circle by Fraser Paterson again with a 
better inward half. 

For any member visiting the 
Blairgowrie area I can recommend the 
Strathmore Golf Centre where you will 
receive a warm welcome and a well kept 
course at a very competitive cost.

Thanks to all those who have 
attended the meetings this year some 
of who are becoming regulars and 
travelling a good distance - you will 
always be very welcome. Wishing you 
all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.

hamish ewan  
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Annual Meeting of the European Association of Golf Historians and Collectors

Hickories on the Heath

Swedish Hickory Championship

International Foursomes atRoyal Blackheath

Danish Hickory Chp.

Mitcham Golf Club hosted the 
twentieth match between BGCS 

and the Clapham Common GC, in warm 
autumn weather.  We lost 6–3, with 
only Carolyn Kirk and David Goodban 
managing to take the full point and two 
pairs halving. The informal supper was 
much enjoyed. After Chris Walker's 
thanks, Emeritus Statistican Philip 
Truett  gave his traditional analysis of 
where we went wrong. Again.

The following day at Reigate Heath 
the weather was less kind, but the result 
similar.  The quality of the Professional, 
Cliff Gough and Club Champion, Hugh 
Maurice enabled the Heath to win 

5–1¼.  Chris Walker complimented the 
Club on the quality of their hickory-
friendly course and thanked them for 
the excellent dinner. Bill Seldon gave 

a short talk on the development of the 
hickory driver aided by examples of 
long-nosed, scared bulger and socket-
headed ‘modern’ clubs.

The twentieth Swedish Hickory 
Championship at Västerås Golf 

Club on the 5th and 6th of August, 
attracted 105 players from Sweden, 
Finland and England, 76 with single-
digit handicaps, contesting men’s 
women’s and seniors’ championships, 
all off scratch. It claims to be the 

Claes Armå from Sweden repeated 
his great form from Rye with a 

gross 73 in unrelenting drizzle  at Royal 
Copenhagen GC. Runner up by a single 
stroke was former European Tour 
player Andreas Hartø with what was 
his first hickory round. Britta Nord. 
won the Ladies’ Championship.

toughest hickory tournament in the 
world. 
     The 2017 Swedish Hickory Cham-
pions were Johan Moberg (men, with 
141), Sofia Ljungqvist (ladies, with 156) 
and Gunnar Bagge (seniors, with 85).  
Tony Hunt kept the BGCS flag flying by 
coming second in the seniors, with 87. 

The annual Blackheath Invitational 
Challenge celebrates foursomes 

golf and is loosely based on the 1857 
Grand National Tournament at St An-
drews. Each participating club enters 
two pairs, one scratch and the other 
handicap for the 36-hole competition. 
This year’s winner was Glasgow GC; 

The Annual meeting of the EAGHC 
took place in St Andrews between 

the 28th and 30th of August, opening 
with a trade fair in St Andrews Public 
Library, followed by presentations on 
various aspects of golf history: J-B 
Kazmierczak on early golf at Monto 
Carlo; David Hamilton on artisan golf 

in Scotland; and Neil Millar on ancient 
royal golf. The British Golf Museum 
Café was a convivial venue for informal 
lunches and the formal dinner.

The AGM reported healthy finances 
deriving from a stable membership 
at around 100. The meeting agreed: 
the election of J-B and Huguette 

Kazmierczak as honorary members; 
the election of Robin Bargmann and 
David Hamilton as board members; 
and that of David Hamilton as 
President for 2018/20. The 2018 
Annual Meeting will be held at Pau 
GC. New members are welcome: 
enquiries to jbk at golfika@yahoo.fr

Carolyn Kirk leads off in the match against Clapham Common

the runners up, Bruntsfield GS. 
The date of this year’s Challenge fell 

coincidentally on the 28th of July, the 
200th birthday of George Glennie, win-
ner, with Captain Stewart, of the 1857 
tournament. BGCS member Richard 
Williams, spoke after dinner on Glen-
nie’s contribution to golf. Andrew 

Poulton, this year’s Blackheath captain, 
thanked all those clubs present for their 
participation, particularly the team 
from Capital City GC for flying 4000 
miles from Atlanta, to play 36 holes. He 
praised foursomes for having the great 
attributes of being both sociable and 
quick.
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New Members

Forthcoming Events

St Andrews Thistle

Society news

T  he following have been elected members of the Society. We welcome them all 
and look forward to seeing them at future events.

Name

Adam Barr
Hazel Belteine
Robert Bieszka
Richard Boyd
Graham Broad
Nic Brook
Ben Burrows
John Carnegie
David Carstairs
Alex GB Cuppage
Thomas Cutting
Olle Dahlgren
John Dale
Shaun Davies
William C Durant
Luke Durham
Jerry Esselman
DR Kerr Fraser
William Geisler
Michael Gibson
Jonathan Goodban
Frederick Goodman
Nicholas Gould
David Hall
Ian Hedley
Nicholas Hercules
Gerard Hickel
Deal Hudson
Andy Humphreys
Stephen James
Claire Johnson
James Legg
Alistair Mackenzie Ross
Alistair MacDiarmid
Neil Marsh
JD McLaggan
Nial McManus
Bobby Millar
Thomas E Mitchell
Richard Pennell
Lasse Ruuskanen
Helga Scholz-Dinger
David Shalliday
David L Spence
Bruce Taylor
Simon Tedrake
Robert Topel
James Woods

Town

Far Hills, NJ
Church Enstone
Dexter, MI
King’s Lynn
Lossiemouth
London
Pulborough
Edinburgh
Woodley
Fletching
Sowerby
Malmo, Swe
Newcastle
Chulmleigh, Devon 
Gross Pointe Farms, MI
Retford
Cincinatti, OH
Edinburgh
Winter Spring
Poole
Aberdeen
Falmouth
Lutterworth
Sevenoaks
London
Droitwich Spa
Allison Park, PA
Fairfax, VA
Aberdovey
Clitheroe
Sevenoaks
Wakefield
Honiton
Nottingham
Eastleigh
St Andrews
Downings
St Andrews
Holmes Beach, Fl
Woking
Helsinki
Leichlingen
Musselburgh
Wimbledon
West Kirby
Guildford
Chicago, Ill
Ormskirk

Collecting Interests

General
General
Clubs
Clubs
Books, general
Auchterlonie, classic clubs
Hickory golf
Art, books
Books, Open, Ryder Cup
Books, clubs
Hickory golf, classic Ping
General
Art, general
Clubs, books, art
Books, art
Clubs
Clubs
Books, photos
Books, clubs
Books
General
Books, general
Books
Books
Clubs, apparel
Books
Clubs, ephemera
Clubs, books, art 
Aberdovey
History
Clubs
General 
Books, architecture
Clubs
Books, clubs
Books, photos
Art, balls, books, clubs
Clubs
Clubs, books, balls
Clubs, photos
Books, hickory golf
Books, clubs
Books, clubs
Books, clubs
Art, Hoylake
General
History
Books

The Welsh Weekend takes place 
in mid-April. On Friday the 13th 

of April we go to the linksland course 
at Borth and Inyslas for a team Stabl-
eford competition for both hickories 
and steel. And then, on the Saturday, 
the 14th our traditional hickory match 
against the Aberdovey GC. Climax to 
the weekend will be the Welsh Hickory 
Championship over Aberdovey, start-
ing on the morning of the Sunday. Liz 
MacDonald has put the application 
form on the Society’s website; early 
submission is advised.

Play with modern clubs is possible 
at Borth; and by arrangement with the 
Club Secretary at Aberdovey. ,

The President's Day Meeting is 
scheduled for the Thursday, Friday 

and Saturday, the 10th to the 12th of May. 
On Thursday, we visit Bromsborough 
GC, south of Birkenhead, a pleasant 
parkland course facing the Mersey. 

For President's Day itself on Friday 
we return to Royal Liverpool Golf 
Club  for  foursomes in the afternoon, 
and AGM, annual dinner and infor-
mal auction in the evening. 

Application forms on the website-
should be returned to Bob Chadwick, 
the organiser.. 

The BGCS helped St Andrews This-
tle GC celebrate their bicentenary 

with a visit to the Strathtyrum Links for 
a hickory match in the rain on the 13th 
of September, the visitors triumphing 
by 10 holes up to 7 over the six fourball 
matches. 

The New Club overlooking the 
Eighteenth on the Old Course was the 
location for an excellent after-match 
meal. St Andrews resident and former 
BGCS captain David Hamilton pre-
sented the hosts with a commemorative 
plaque and a donation to the printing 
costs of their bicentenary book.

ian hislop
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Provisional Fixture List 2018

Date

March
9th

April
13th

14th

15th

May
1st

2nd 

10th

11th

20th

24th

25th

26th

June
3rd

4th

5th

23rd
29th

July
18th

August
9th
15th
23rd

September
2nd
7th
11th

October
4th
5th
6th
13th
31st

November
1st

Day

Fri

Fri
Sat
Sun

Tue
Wed
Thur
Fri
Sun
Thur
Fri
Sat

Sun
Mon
Tues
Sat
Fri

Wed

Thu
Wed
Thur

Sun 
Fri
Tue

Thu
Fri
Sat
Sat
Wed

Thu

Event

Hickory Match v Royal Worlington

Team Stableford Competition
Hickory Match
Welsh Hickory Championship

North Scottish Spring Meeting
Hickory Match
Stableford Competition
President’s Day
125th Anniversary Celebrations
Hickory Open (non-BGCS event)
Scottish Hickory Championship
George Colville Trophy

Central England Hickory Championship
Hickory Match
Hickory Match
Hickory Match  BGCS / WH / R&A
Annual Match v MacKenzie Society

Open Championship Meeting

125th Anniversary Celebrations
Hickory Match v Senior Golfers’ Society
Hickory Match

Historic event (non-BGCS)
England v Scotland Hickory Match 
North Scottish Autumn Meeting

GB & Ireland vs. Rest of World
English Hickory Championship
Wildernesse hickory event
Hickory Match
Hickory Match v Clapham Common GC

Hickory Match v PGA

Steels?

Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Venue

Royal Worlington

Borth & Ynyslas
Aberdovey
Aberdovey

Moray GC
Inverallochy
Bromborough GC
Royal Liverpool GC
Malden
Kilspindie
Dunbar
Dunbar Winterfield

Luffenham Heath
Hunstanton GC
Royal W Norfolk 
Walton Heath 
Cavendish

Arbroath Artisans

Kirby Muxloe
Woking
Trentham

Clitheroe
Newbiggin-on-Sea 
Monifeth Ashludie

Rye Jubilee
Rye Championship
Wildernesse
Delamere Forest
Mitcham Common

Walton Heath

Organiser

Nigel Notley

Liz MacDonald
Liz MacDonald
Liz MacDonald

Hamish Ewan
Hamish Ewan
Bob Chadwick
Bob Chadwick
tbc
Ian Hislop
Ian Hislop
Ian Hislop

Robert Macleod-Smith
Nigel Notley
Nigel Notley
Bill Seldon
Richard Atherton

Ian Hislop

Robert Macleod-Smith
Chris Gems
Chris Walker

John Holt
John Pearson/Ian Hislop
Hamish Ewan

Nigel Notley
Nigel Notley
Tony Hunt
Carolyn Kirk
Bill Seldon

Bill Seldon
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Organiser

Nigel Notley

Liz MacDonald
Liz MacDonald
Liz MacDonald

Hamish Ewan
Hamish Ewan
Bob Chadwick
Bob Chadwick
tbc
Ian Hislop
Ian Hislop
Ian Hislop

Robert Macleod-Smith
Nigel Notley
Nigel Notley
Bill Seldon
Richard Atherton

Ian Hislop

Robert Macleod-Smith
Chris Gems
Chris Walker

John Holt
John Pearson/Ian Hislop
Hamish Ewan

Nigel Notley
Nigel Notley
Tony Hunt
Carolyn Kirk
Bill Seldon

Bill Seldon

It has been written about, mentioned in poetry and can 
been seen in several of the world’s most famous Dutch 
paintings, but the real thing has proved elusive to 
historians who have searched for it − until now. The head 

of a Schotse kliek has recently been found during excavations in 
the historic Dutch university city of Leiden. The engineering 
company IDDS bv from Noordwijk found a wooden artefact 
in an ancient well. Initially the head was not recognized for 
what it was, but after some investigation and help from the 
Dutch Colf Union and the Dutch Golf Federation’s Heritage 
Committee it was confirmed that a legendary club (head) had 
been found. 

A unique find
The fact that the head was found in Leiden is significant, Leiden 
was known to be a centre of colf club making in the Netherlands, 
and the guild of colf club makers was formed there in 1660. The 
head of this club was made from timber of the maple/sycamore 
family Acer sp. and although dendrochronological dating of 
this wood is not possible, the archeologists involved, using 
other finds, have dated the head to be of the period 1650 to 
1750; considering that colf became an indoor sport after 1700 
it is likely that this is a seventeenth century artefact. The head 
of the club shows remarkable similarities to the earliest known 
wooden-headed golf clubs and we will make comparisons later 
in the article.

Colf was an outdoor Dutch ball and stick game which was 
played from the thirteenth century through to approximately 

1700; after this time colf moved indoors and became the game 
that we now call kolf.1 Colf clubs were called klieks and the 
similarity of this name to the Scottish word cleek is remarkable. 
Klieks had shafts of a strong but flexible wood (hazel or ash); 
the shaft was slightly thicker than those used for golf clubs; 
and a lead head (occasionally brass) was attached to the shaft 
(Fig. 1). These clubs were used on the land, and during ‘the 
little ice age’ around 1650, on ice. Colf being played on ice was 
the subject of many paintings by Dutch masters including 
Averkamp and Van de Velde. In the famous painting by Adrian 
Van de Velde (Fig. 2) one of the participants can clearly been 
seen playing with a club that looks more like a golf club than 
a Colf club; this player is also wearing a kilt and it has been 
presumed that he was either a Scottish soldier or a stranded 
Scottish sailor. Historians have often wondered if this club (the 
Schots kliek) had been brought to the Netherlands by the player 
or imported by Dutch traders.2 No evidence has been found in 
Dutch trading records to indicate that Scottish golf clubs were 
ever imported in to The Netherlands and a third possibility has 
been considered, that the clubs were made in the Netherlands 
to a Scottish design.3

Made in The Netherlands or Scotland?
The fact that the recently found clubhead was made of sycamore 
is an important clue in solving this puzzle. Sycamore was a 
common tree in Northern Europe; it was used extensively in 

The Schotse Kliek

Iain Forrester 
reports on the Holy Grail of Dutch Colf/Golf Collecting

Fig. 2    Winter scene with player in a Kilt, Adriean van de VeldeFig. 1    The lead head of a traditional kolf kliek head

the schotse Kliek
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the making of furniture in the middle ages. In the UK it was 
much less common and it has been suggested that the Romans 
may have brought the tree to Britain. The general consensus 
is that it was imported in small quantities in the Elizabethan 
period and became more common in the middle of the 
eighteenth century.4 In the Scottish clubmaking areas on the 
east coast very little maple was planted. Bob Gowland’s book 
The Oldest Clubs does not mention Sycamore as a timber that 
was used in Scottish clubmaking, suggesting that it is more 
likely that the recently-found clubhead may have been made 
in the Netherlands, either by a Scottish craftsman or a Dutch 
artisan.5 

Looking at the clubhead in more detail, (figs. 4, 5, 6 and 
7) the general shape of the club is similar to the Adam Wood 
clubs on display in the British Golf Museum, although the 
toe end is blunt rather than pointed. The dimensions of the 
head are 6.9 inches (length of sole) by 2.8 inches (width) by 
1.07 inches (depth), comparing with the average dimensions 
of the Adam Wood clubs of 6.29 inches x 2.25 inches x 1.18 
inches. The dimensions are also similar to the description 
found in the 1657 poem of Joannes Six van Chandelier, The 
Winter of an Amsterdam Citizen, of three fingers wide and one 
finger thick.6 The head would have been attached to the shaft 
by a classic scare splice and stabilized with pitched thread. 
(Fig. 3) The head was weighted with lead using a method 
that represented one of the main differences between this 
head and Scottish versions. The lead had been poured into a 
smallish cavity in the back of the head about the size of the 
Scottish equivalent. But whereas in contemporary Scottish 
clubs the lead at the back of the clubhead was fixed by filling 
three connecting channels that are set at different angles, those 
channels extended through to the face of the Schotse kliek. The 
painting by Jan Steen of Leiden (1625–1679) clearly shows a 
child holding a Schotse kliek that has been weighted with two 

Fig. 4   The Schotse Kliek, face on

Fig. 5.  The Schotse Kliek, from behind

Fig, 6.  The Schotse Kliek, from above

Fig. 7.  The Schotse Kliek, baseFig. 3. Schotse kliek in The Sinterklaus Celebration by Jan Steen

small lead pellets.(Fig. 3) The lead is visible on the face of the 
club. It follows that an adult club would have needed extra lead 
to bring it up to weight. The second difference is that no horn 
has been added to protect the sole of the club. This may not 
have been necessary for playing from smooth ice.

The combination of the timber used, the alternative 
method of placing lead in the head and the lack of horn makes 
it more likely that the design of Schotse klieks was inspired by 
Scottish clubs but executed in Holland by Dutch clubmakers

The clubhead has a loft of approximately five degrees and its 
lie angle is approximately 45 degrees. This lie angle is significant 
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because it means that the shaft of this club would have been 
longer than a Dutch colf club and the player would have had 
to use a different technique. Thomas Kincaid, the Edinburgh 
medicine student mentions in his 1687 diaries that the ideal 
swing plane was at 45 degrees to the horizontal; that swing 
would have worked perfectly with this club.7 Interestingly, 
Kincaid learnt the Dutch Language at this time in preparation 
for continuing his studies in Leiden. The University there 
was considered to be a European centre of excellence for its 
Law faculty;8 it is thought that around 2000 Scottish students 
studied in Leiden between 1600 and 1800.9 Considering that 
these would have come from the upper echelons of Scottish 
society it is possible that many of them would have played golf 
and may have been the source of inspiration for the Schotse 
klieks in The Netherlands.

The clubhead has been preserved by freeze-drying and 
will be transferred to the Dutch province of South Holland’s 
archeological depot in early 2018, and it is hoped that further 
investigation will be possible when it reaches its new location.

Discussion about the origins of golf and the influence of 
European ball and stick games in its development have been 
going on for more than 100 years. This find adds to the story 
in an unusual way. It is just about possible that the oldest 
wooden-headed golf club may not have been made in Scotland, 
although it is equally possible that the club in question was 
never used to play the game of golf at all.
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Memories of Wentworth in 1953

It seems like only yesterday that I travelled from my (then) 
Southport home to the 1953 Ryder Cup at Wentworth; 

such a memorable occasion that I was moved to write about 
it in the               copy of ‘TTG’. Editorial space then may have 
limited some of the details which, even today, are as clear 
as ever. A first vision of Teddy Boys, with their long jackets, 
drainpipe trousers, crepe-soled shoes and elaborate hair quiffs 
was an early culture shock as I travelled through London en 
route to Virginia Water.

As a foot-loose and fancy-free bachelor, luggage consisted 
merely of a golf hold-all. I carefully guarded the new Zeiss 
Ikon camera I had purchased for the occasion, as I did I my 
Benny (Sayers) putter which had already saved some crucial 
competition putts at my (then) Club, Hesketh. Armed with 
Ben Hogan’s Power Golf (which I had won in a competition) 
I had practised relentlessly, in all weathers, one chapter at 
a time, and I wasn’t about to miss a week without, at least, 
keeping one’s hand in on the hotel lawn.

These and other memories came flooding back recently 
when I purchased a fine copy of The Wentworth Club;  a 
handbook by authors Henry Longhurst and Robert HK 
Browning. Interestingly, it is undated and, also, not listed 
in Donovan and Murdoch, 1988, but the subject matter, 
mostly about the Club; its golf courses; tennis and swimming 
facilities and photos suggest it was published in or after 1956. 

The 1953 Ryder Cup and 1956 Canada Cup (especially 
US winners Ben Hogan and Sam Snead) are well featured 
about the West Course, as is the 1932 Curtis cup, won by 
the US, on the East Course. Some (black and white) photos 
which caught my eye are by the memorable HW Neale who, 
at the time, seemed to be the only professional photographer 
in attendance. His ‘trade mark’ was his maroon Commando 
type beret, whilst his large Press camera took some fabulous 
pictures. One features the tall television tower behind the 
seventh hole at the Canada Cup where, Henry Longhurst 
recalls, the first attempt to televise golf was made years before; 
adding that it was there, in 1953, that US Ryder Cup Captain 
Lloyd Mangrum took four putts when his first rolled back to 
his feet from the top of the Green. Dare I say ‘I was there’.

As I wrote in my original article, the reason I went to 
Wentworth was, hopefully, to see Ben Hogan whom I missed 
when he won the Open at Carnoustie earlier, in July, but 
it wasn’t to be.  As Henry observes (in 1956): ‘How many 
thousands flocked especially to watch him [Hogan] I cannot 
say, but I certainly never saw so many on a golf course all 
at once. It was a case of “See Hogan and die.” They sensed 
that this was to be their final chance.’ Never mind, 1953 at 
Wentworth, for me, made it a memorable year – and, now, I 
have another little gem to remind me.

Norman Fox

the schotse Kliek
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The Use of Bamboo for Golf Club Shafts

Ian Lawlor
examines a familiar, but hitherto neglected shaft material

In the nineteenth century various materials 
were used for golf club shafts; one such material was 
bamboo cane. When the price of hickory rose in 1917, 
and alleged poor hickory came on to the market in the 

mid 1920s, the Tonkin bamboo type became most prominent.1 
Tonkin has small nodes on the outer edge, rather than the 
larger nodes on other bamboo varieties, making manufacture 
easier and the shaft more aesthetic.

Manufacturers
The Hardy Brothers, Alnwick, of fishing rod fame, were, in 
1893, manufacturing steel-centred golf club shafts from Indian 
bamboo. The process split the bamboo in half; the halves were 
dried and tempered over an open gas flame, then split into 
several strips that were put back together with glue-based 
cement. When reconstructed the rod was cured by hanging 
vertically in a temperature-controlled room, which allowed 

the rods and glue to become moisture proof, colour fast and 
largely unaffected by cold and heat.2 The bamboo Hardy later 
used was Tonkin bamboo, (Arundinaria Amabilis McClure), 
originally only found along the Sui river, the Tonkin Gulf, in 
the Guangdong province of China.3 In 1902 Hardy registered 
this bamboo under the trademark, Palakona, Reg No.414474.4 
Palakona was later written on their golf club shafts with the 
occasional additional script of ‘Brit Pat 44476’.5 The House 
the Hardy Brothers Built publication records that, in the 
early 1900s, the company produced  ‘laminated’ bamboo and 
hickory shafts and cleeks, and in 1904 purchased from J & A 
Dickson, equipment for golf club production.6, 7 

By the 1920s another well-known fishing rod manufacturers 
began to produce bamboo shafts for golf clubs – the Cross Rod 
& Tackle Co, USA. A United States of America patent, US 
1,486,572 A, (dated the 11th of March, 1924) was first assigned 
for the Bamfar, (bamboo), golf club shaft to a Mr WR Forsyth, 
the owner of Cross Rod & Tackle Co, Lynn, Massachusetts. The 
patent application describes this invention: ‘while of general 
application to the shafts of golf clubs, it is of peculiar utility 
in connection with those such as drivers or brassies, which 
are used for obtaining distance on the links’.8 The Company’s 
patent was for a bamboo golf club shaft consisting of an inner 
and outer hexagon. These hexagons were then glued together 
with the hard layer of the inner hexagon, in contact with the 
pith of the outer hexagon. The outer sides of the inner strips 
were sometimes reduced and flattened along the centres to give 
uniform surfaces to facilitate joining to the outer strips. The 
patent describes the shaft as, ‘a plurality of sections of bamboo 
extending continuously from the grip to the head’. Therefore 
the club does not have an adapter, which is an intermediate 
device to hold the bamboo whilst the hosel grips the adapter.9 
(See Fig. A left).

Bamfar clubs are rare. One mid-iron example, previously 
in the Jeffery B Ellis antique golf club collection, is stamped 
‘Hoylake, Special’ with the shaft stamped ‘Bamfar’.10 
Unfortunately, for Cross Rod, the USGA declared the use 
of steel shafts permissible in 1924, and allowed their use in 

Fig. A.    Drawing for the Bamfar patent Fig. B.    A Bamfar-stamped shaft
Copyright image courtesy of Messrs Bonham, Auctioneers
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tournaments soon after; this led to a cessation of commercial 
production of the Bamfar shaft.

Other manufacturers also patented and then ended 
bamboo shaft production. Eddie Mills, as assignor to the 
HL Leonard Rod Co of New York obtained a US patent, US 
1,551,203 (dated the 25th of August 1925), for a new and useful 
improvement in golf clubs with a new bamboo and wood shaft 
with a cork grip.11 

Allan E Lard, US patent 1,589,297 (dated the 15th of June 
1926), included in his application a wooden ‘adapter’ to be 
placed in the hosel, as a link between the hosel and the bamboo, 
‘to tightly hold the bamboo and spread flexure strains’.12 

Gilbert E Nicholls (1878-1950), of Edgewood, Rhode 
Island, was granted US patent number 1,626,476 (dated the 
26th of April 1927) for a bamboo and hickory cemented shaft, 
with the front of the shaft being hickory.13 Production was with 
Cuthbert Butchart (1876-1955), professional at Westchester-
Biltmore Country Club, (1921-1924).14

Shaft manufacture in the UK
Meanwhile the Hardy Bros of Alnwick, England were still 
producing laminated Palakona and hickory shafts and in 1923 
supplied 5000 shafts to Winton & Stravlin of London; they also 
supplied others, such as Jack White and Nicholl of Leven.

Below is a Nicholl of Leven 3 iron, with a Hardy Palakona 
shaft, which fits into a hickory adapter and is whipped at this 
point, there is no whipping where the adapter joins the hosel. 
It is this adapter that is the most likely explanation, for the 
earlier, Hardy term, ‘laminated’ for the 1900s bamboo and 
hickory shafts.

The image below shows a Hardy Palakona shaft, glued into a 
spliced, then turned, hickory adapter, (3.5inches/ 9cm long, A 
to B), with pin hole. 

The photograph below is the lower shaft tip of the adapter, 
showing the bamboo hexagon surrounded by spliced hickory 
adapter. 

Hardy had two bamboo golf shafts in production, both 
constructed in hexagonal cross-section from lengthwise strips 
of bamboo and having a spliced hickory adapter to join the 
bamboo shaft to the golf club head. The Palakona had a six-
piece hexagonal shaft and the Spirakona, being similar to the 
Bamfar, but with a twelve-piece hexagonal spiral construction.

The Hardy shafts inspected for this article - ten irons, one 
putter and one fairway wood - all had a bamboo shaft glued 
into a spliced and turned hickory adapter. The fairway wood 

Fig. C.    Model 12 Butchart-Nicholls Co. Ladies putter with red 
bamboo shaft and hickory adapter below, joining shaft to hosel

A B



14  |  Through the Green ·  decEMBER 2017

had the bamboo shaft and hickory adapter showing through 
the club sole. Hardy had a range of shaft flex for customer 
choice.  Those seen were, ‘Med’ (medium), ‘Whpy’, (whippy), 
No. 2, and No. 3. The distribution recorded for the 2, 4, 5, 6 
and 7 irons was medium flex, the 8 iron whippy and another 6 
iron whippy, (perhaps this was wrongly supplied instead of a 
whippy 9 iron head to complete the set). The putter had a No. 
2 shaft and the fairway wood, a No. 3.

As previously stated Hardy had used steel rods in the 
centre section of the shaft in the early 1890s. However metal 
multi-meter testing and internal observation of Palakona 
and Spirakona shafts, showed no steel rod in 1920s and 1930s 
models.15 

Overtaken by steel
In 1933 Hardy’s opened a factory in Alnwick to produce 
bamboo shafts in greater numbers for Jack White and later 
began to manufacture their own finished golf clubs for sale. 
This was after the R&A had made steel shafts legal in 1929. 
However the rise in popularity of steel shafts was rapid, and 
Jack White, in 1934, ceased making his Sit-Rite and autograph 
clubs with bamboo shafts, as he and other manufacturers 
began to use steel. 

After Jack White terminated his association with Hardy and 
withdrew from the 1934 British Industries Fair, the Lillywhite  
company bought the entire stock of Jack White Palakona 
clubs.16, 17 The Lillywhite family museum still displays Jack 
White/Hardy bamboo clubs. A Hardy brassie from the 1930s, 
branded Sixty Six on the crown, has a Palakona shaft, with 
black whipping; a Lillywhite Autograph driver and spoon each 
has a Hardy Spirakona shaft.18

In 1935 Hardy ceased bamboo golf shaft production and 
the factory began assembling steel shaft clubs for sale, but still 
had remainder bamboo stock, and advertised this as late as 
1937.

The cessation of bamboo shaft production at Hardys was 
not the end for bamboo golf clubs. Wes Jordan, fishing rod 
maker who worked at Cross Rod and Tackle Mass in the period 

Fig. D  
Medium Palakona shaft

Fig. E
No. 2 Palakona shaft

Fig. G
No. 3  Palakona shaft

Fig. H    The Hardy Anglers Guide and Catalogue (Coronation 
Number) 1937, 55th edition

Fig. F
No. 2  Spirakona shaft
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bamboo shafts

1921-1926 moved to the Orvis company Manchester, Vermont 
in 1939. Here Jordan used bamboo to make fishing rods, ski 
poles, vaulting poles and gained a US patent, (Application 
No. 2,532,814, Serial No. 662,086, dated the 13th of April 
1946, and granted on the 15th of December 1950), which was 
assigned to the Orvis Company for the process of bamboo 
rod impregnation, and was used for their Orvis bamboo shaft 
putter.19

This would have been the last word on bamboo except that 
on the 28th of April 1998, SD Lehman applied for a US patent 
(No. 5,743, 809, A, now lapsed), regarding a bamboo golf shaft. 
The application references various other patent documents, 
which may be of interest, but production of such equipment 
is unknown.20
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Close the curtains, turn off the telly too,
I’ve a melancholy message to communicate to you.
Will you please be seated in a comfortable chair
And you had better have a drop more port – the bottle’s over there.

I regret to have to tell you that my golfing days are over,
I’ll go no more a-golfing in the heather and the clover.
As Leonard Crawley told me over fifty years ago
‘You’ll know the end is coming when the legs begin to go’.

In perhaps another year or two, I’ll join the Elysian club
Which doesn’t charge an entrance fee nor does it charge a sub.
I’m told it’s very beautiful and will be sure to please
And would even rival Formby – if it only had our trees.

St Peter will be at the gate, just checking who is who,
But with your Formby swipe card, you’ll be quickly nodded through.
There you’ll find Jack Barlow; he’s the first man you will meet
And he’ll fix you up with partners on the Sunday starting sheet.

I’ll meet some new opponents, but I know the chance is slim,
That one fine morn, I might get drawn to play a round with Him.
If that happens I shall tell Him, even if I have to shout
‘We’re playing by St Andrews rules – and miracles are out’.
 (Judas is his caddy, but he never gets a fee
 He’s paying back for what he did in AD 33).

I’m looking forward to my golf among the heavenly throng,
For playing golf – Eternity is not a day too long
And please tell all our members ‘You hang on for all your worth
To this little bit of heaven, that we have down here on earth’.

Heaven on Earth
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Scenes from Rye
David Stott pictures some of the competitors 

at the English Hickory Championship in September

Alan HendersonChris WalkerGavin Botterell

Cliff Weight Liz Macdonald Perry Somers

The 2017 English Hickory Champion, Claes ArmaBengt Ivstedt
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Nigel NotleyJenny Hunt Mikael Martissson

Jonas FackDeal Hudson Michael Lee

Bill SeldonStephan KjellNeil Millar
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My golf club at silloth is rightly proud of 
having provided a long list of county players 
and champions – most, but not all, from local 
working men who learnt their golf at the Club. 

Many of these had the cherished Cumbrian status of being a 
‘character’, that is, possessed of a distinct independence and 
originality of spirit. Such a member was Jack ‘Wingy’ Scott, the 
first Silloth artisan to feature in the national press. He played in 
a £20 challenge match between one-armed players in the 1900s 
- the subject of two of my favourite postcards. 

In the days long before Health and Safety legislation, Scott 
lost his left arm in an accident. Nevertheless, he became a useful 
right-handed player, swinging in the conventional forehand 
fashion and earning a precarious living as a caddie, playing 
companion, coach and seller of found golf balls – much to the 
annoyance of Alex Brown the Professional in the late 1900s. 

A direct confrontation between the two had little effect and 
Brown wearied the Committee with repeated complaints about 
the earnings loss he was suffering. Withdrawal of Wingy’s 
artisan pass had little effect; members and visitors were always 
willing to buy balls from him for a few pennies, or pay for 
some helpful tips on the course. Brown eventually resigned 
having got a job at the Seaham club in County Durham.

So it was when a Club member, a Mr Ward got into 
conversation on holiday with a member of Leasowe Golf 
Club about the respective playing merits of Jack Scott and 
John Haskins. Haskins was a one-armed member of the 
Hoylake Village Club, which played over the links of the Royal 
Liverpool Golf Club. He was manager of the well-known club- 
and ball-making family business at Hoylake and had already 
won a tournament organized by Royal Liverpool over the 
championship links. A match was organized. Playing in front 

BGCS and Silloth on Solway GC member David Low brought some of his treasured postcards to the Society’s 
30th anniversary event at Silloth in late September. They included one of his favourite cards

A Favourite Piece

Haskins and Scott outside  the Silloth Clubhouse
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at the corners. The sleepers that were once such a common 
feature on the then railway-owned course are gone from the 
fairways, though remain fragmentarily in course boundaries. 
And intriguingly, the figure of a young girl in the rear fringe 
of spectators, about half way between the two players, her hair 
in bunches, with a dark calf-length skirt and light blouse, as 
she appears in another card in my collection. It might just be 
a sixteen-year-old Cecil Leitch at the beginning of her school 
holidays.

This card represented a missed opportunity for me; it 
appeared on eBay in the summer of this year, when I was the 
underbidder. The card went for £175 to a New York collector. I 
look forward to finding another copy one day.

i

of a substantial crowd at Leasowe, Haskins went round in 75 to 
Scott’s 79 to win by 4/3. 

Then in 1907, a return match against Haskins for a stake 
of £20 over 72 holes at Silloth and Hoylake. Scott developed 
a five-hole advantage over the Silloth leg and was seven up 
after 22 holes at Hoylake. Haskins fought back well over the 
remaining fourteen holes but Scott eventually got his revenge 
by 3/1 over the full 72. 

I love these cards. They are a not only a wonderful record 
of that Silloth encounter, but an evocation of the exciting 
vibrancy of the young Edwardian club and the colour of its 
artisan membership. The first features Scott and Hoskins on 
the first tee at Silloth, immediately before the first round of the 
challenge match. We see the clubhouse largely as it was when 
BGCS were hosted by the Club over 100 years later. Haskins 
is wearing a natty white jacket that must have needed careful 
maintenance; Scott more humbly attired. 

In addition to the reach and efficiency of the internet, 
we still have the pleasure of attending postcard fairs, where 
we have an opportunity to spot, handle and examine items 
that will fill a gap in our own collections. The Silloth Club is 
a rich source of cards published in the golden era before the 
First World War and is one of my specialist collecting areas. I 
acquired the card at the annual fair in Houghton Village Hall, 
just outside Carlisle, from a London dealer I knew who had 
local connections. He was a collector of non-golfing postcards 
featuring Silloth as a resort, so for the first Scott card, I swapped 
him one of my rare RP (real photograph) Silloth cards. 

And then the card of Wingy lining up his putt at the First. 
The classic square Victorian green is now much rounded 

 SILLOTH POSTCARDS

David Low

Wingy Scott lines up his putt on the First. From the direction of the shadows, it looks as if this was in the afternoon round.
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visible from the tee. Closing off full sight of the green is a grass 
and whin-covered sand dune that juts into the fairway so the 
line is well left of that dune, unless of course you are a single 
figure handicap golfer, or you can fade the ball to order. He 
took the dune on and was left with a wedge to the green. It 
was a practice round and as his tee-to-green game was in good 
order he spent most of his time putting on unfamiliar greens. 
After about ten holes he decided that he had played enough 
and we walked in; as we did so there was a constant stream of 
members approaching me and asking ‘how did you get Ted’s 
bag?’ Right place, right time, who knows? We arranged to meet 
on the practice fairway an hour before his tee time in the first 
round, to be played over the West Course. The second round 
would be over the harder East Course and then there would a 
cut with the third, and final round being over the East..

The next day we met outside the pro shop, walked off to 
the practice fairway and then back to the First on the West 
Course. The first two holes were uneventful with Ted level par 
after two. The third hole on the West is less tight than the first 
two, but there is a watery ditch running up the left-hand side 
of the fairway with plenty of room on the right. Ted flew his 
drive over the corner of the ditch and just had a five iron to the 
green; two putts and we were one under.

When your man is playing par golf, or thereabouts, the only 
holes one tends to recall are the ones he birdied, or bogeyed, 
and Ted was playing mostly par golf. We arrived at the far end 
of the course almost into the sand dunes and turned to play 
back to the clubhouse on the Fifteenth. This hole is a slightly 
downhill dog-leg par 4. I pointed to a spindly little tree on the 
left-hand side of the fairway and said ‘the line, for you, is to 
hit a draw on that tree’; he did exactly that, catching the down 
slope on the fairway and bounding on another several yards. 
The next day when I was waiting for Ted in the car park one of 
our group from the first round saw me and stopped to chat: ‘I 
couldn’t believe the line that you gave Ted on the Fifteenth.’ I 
just grinned (well he did do what I said!). We walked off two 
over par and arranged a time to meet the next day. I went home 
‘walking on air’ and shared my feelings with ‘her indoors’ – 
except when she is on the golf course several times a week!

Ted played good golf in the second round over the East 
course, only dropping the occasional shot, as on the Eleventh, 

In 1993 i was the (unpaid) Caddy Master at Royal 
North Devon. If there was only one caddy required I got 
the bag. If two caddies were requested I would offer the 
other bag to the Caddy Master at Saunton, across the 

bay from Westward Ho!, and in some people’s opinion the best 
golf course in the UK yet to host The Open Championship. 
Saunton has still to host the Open, probably because of the lack 
of local facilities, such as a lot of high quality accommodation, 
car parking, and practice facilities.

I was a member of both Saunton and Royal North Devon 
for over twenty years regularly playing both courses in all kinds 
of different weather so I was totally familiar with the ideal way 
to play them; I might know how to play them but actually 
doing it myself was a big ask. Judging from the consistently 
high level of tips that I was earning on top of the caddy fee, I 
gained the impression that I was doing a reasonably good job.

Saunton Golf Club is about an hour’s drive from Westward 
Ho! In the summer of 1993 the British Seniors Amateur was 
scheduled to be held on the Saunton Burrows and I drove over 
to see if I might get a bag. There was a queue in the shop when I 
arrived and I called to the pro from the doorway: ‘any player in 
the Seniors needing a caddy?’ The response was swift: ‘There’s 
an ER Dexter.’ ‘Is that The ER Dexter?’ The lad didn’t know 
what I was talking about so without waiting for an answer I 
took a chance: ‘I’ll take it’ I sang out. The pro told me that Mr 
Dexter was having lunch in the clubhouse and would then be 
going out on the West Course for a practice round. 

I went out into the bright summer sunshine and sat on 
the bench outside the pro shop, waiting. Running through 
my head were all the cricketing exploits of Ted Dexter in the 
1960s. I had only ever seen him on television but I knew that 
he was one of England’s leading batsmen of his day, as well as 
being Captain. 

I found it hard to believe that I was about to caddy for one 
of my boyhood heroes but there, coming up the path from the 
Clubhouse was the tall, erect, figure of Ted Dexter. I stood up 
and said ‘I am your caddy Mr Dexter’. ‘That’s enough of that’ 
said Ted ‘just call me Ted’. ‘Yes Sir’ I joked. We went to his car 
to collect his clubs; he put his shoes on and we walked along 
the back of the clubhouse to the first tee on the West Course. 
It is a short par 4 but only the left-hand side of the green is 

Caddying for Ted Dexter 

Peter Gompertz
teams up with a hero



whose green has a ditch on two sides and out of bounds for 
a mis-hit drive. I suggested an iron. He waited for his turn 
and took out his driver. In as level a voice as I could muster I 
said ‘this is not a driving hole Ted’. He promptly drove it out 
of bounds. You could cut the atmosphere! He re-loaded with 
an iron, and put it where I had advised a minute earlier. We 
walked off the tee in silence and as we approached his second 
ball he turned and said ‘Sorry Peter, I was trying to play catch 
up’.  I couldn’t believe it – Ted Dexter was apologising to me!

Two holes later we are playing a long par 5 with grass-
covered dunes down both sides of the fairway; he put his 
second into some light rough just short of a dune. Ted’s rule for 
being in the rough was to take his pitching wedge and get back 
in play. I handed him the wedge and he walked into the rough, 
took his stance and executed the shot perfectly. What he hadn’t 
done was identify his ball. I had to tick him off again!  We 
confirmed it was his ball when we got to the green. Another 
two holes later we had to wait for the green ahead to clear and 
to make conversation I asked him what he thought the cut 
might be. He loops his arms over my left shoulder and said ‘I 
don’t really know big fella’. I can’t believe it; an ex-Captain of 
England, my boyhood hero, is leaning on my shoulder as if I 
am a mate!

Most of the rest of the round was a blur as I coaxed this 
supremely talented bloke over the last few holes, fending off 
people trying to find out how we were doing. We arrived at the 

uphill Eighteenth; the pin was on the right-hand side of the 
green about twelve feet from the hole, but above it, there were 
about 200 people, including fellow competitors, watching. I 
took the bag up to the top of the green and turned to look at 
the putt. Ted joined me and asked what I thought: ‘just keep 
the putt to the right of those two worm casts and that will be 
about right.’ He stood over the putt and stroked it perfectly on 
the line and into the hole. Applause all round. As we walk off 
several people were saying: ‘Great putt Ted’. His response? ‘My 
caddy gave me the line.’ 

I won’t have a word said against this champion of a man.

Ted Dexter and Peter

	  

	  
	  
The	   'Patron	   Saint	   of	   Club	   Golfers'	   as	   known	  
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Order	  from	  Ryan	  Publishing	  at:	  www.ryanpub.com	  	  
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The earliest record of a golf match is to be found 
in the handwritten Accounts of the Lord High 
Treasurer of Scotland (commonly referred to as 
the Treasurer’s accounts).1 In the year 1503-4* the 

Treasurer’s accounts record: 
Item, the third day of Februar, to the King to play at the golf 
with the Erle of Bothuile, iij Franch crounis; summa … xlij s
[Item, the third day of February, to the King to play golf with 
the Earl of Bothwell, 3 French crowns; total … 42 shillings]

The reason why a golf match involving James IV was 
mentioned in the Treasurer’s accounts is presumably because 
the King had lost a wager on the match. That the payment to 
the Earl of Bothwell (Patrick Hepburn) was in French crowns 

is not particularly unusual. Several foreign gold coins were 
in circulation in Scotland at this time, of which the French 
crown (equivalent to fourteen Scottish shillings) was the most 
common.2 

The entry in the King’s accounts concerning the golf match 
is the earliest written record of golf being played by named 
individuals and, consequently, it has attracted a considerable 
amount of interest from golf historians. However, there is a 
lack of consensus about where this golf match took place. 
For example, it has been suggested that James IV’s golf match 
with the Earl of Bothwell took place at Edinburgh,3 Falkland,4 
Gosford,5 Musselburgh,6 Perth7 and Stirling.8 It has also been 
suggested, usually somewhat tentatively, that the location of 
the match may have been St Andrews.9 In addition, it has 
been claimed that James IV played golf at Bruntsfield Links,10 
Holyroodhouse,11 Leith,12 and Scone Palace.13 On the basis of 
evidence obtained from a variety of contemporary documents, 
I will argue that it is almost certain that James IV played golf 
with the Earl of Bothwell in St Andrews, the modern-day 
‘Home of Golf ’. 

Suggested locations for the golf match
The original handwritten accounts from this period were 
transcribed and published in 1900,14 making them more 
widely available and accessible than the original documents. 
Nevertheless, the sixteenth century language and spelling was 
retained in the printed version and, as a consequence, it can 
still be difficult to decipher. Other entries in the accounts from 
this period (early 1504) mention locations such as Edinburgh, 
Halirudhous [Holyroodhouse], Faukland [Falkland], 
Sanctandrois [St Andrews], Sanct Johnestoun [Perth] and 
Srivelin [Stirling] and it may be this that has led to the various 
suggestions about where the King’s golf match may have taken 
place. 

King James IV and Early Golf in St Andrews

Neil S Millar
examines contemporary documents that provide evidence that the earliest recorded golf match

 (on the 3rd of February 1503-4) took place at St Andrews

King James IV of Scotland (r. 1488-1513)

Footnote: * In the Julian calendar, in use in Britain at this 
time, the start of the year was the 25th of March. To reflect 
this, a dual dating style (eg the 3rd of February 1503-4) is often 
used. However, elsewhere in this article, all dates have been 
represented according to the modern-day calendar (eg the 3rd 
of February 1504).
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A potentially confusing feature of the Treasurer’s accounts 
is that payments to people in several different locations are 
often recorded on a single day, presumably because of the need 
for regular expenditure to maintain a functioning household 
in the King’s various principal residences (Edinburgh 
Castle, Falkland Palace, Holyrood Palace, Linlithgow Palace 
and Stirling Castle). For this reason, records of payments 
mentioning a specific location do not necessarily indicate that 
the King was present there on that particular date.

A frequent claim in published histories of golf is that the 
King’s match was played in Edinburgh and an argument that 
has been put forward to support this is that James IV spent 
the entire month of February in Edinburgh.15 However, this 
conclusion is not supported by the detailed records of the 
King’s movements and expenditure that are itemised in 
documents such as the Treasurer’s accounts. Additionally, it 
has been claimed that when the King played golf with the Earl 
of Bothwell he used clubs that had been made in Paris16 but 
I am not aware of any evidence that would support such an 
unlikely possibility. 

Background to the events
To place the King’s game of golf in context, it may be helpful 
to summarise some of the key events that preceded it. At the 
heart of the story is the King’s younger brother James Stewart, 
Duke of Ross. In 1497, James IV appointed his younger brother 
as Archbishop of St Andrews. It has been suggested that the 
appointment may have been financially motivated. The King’s 
younger brother was not yet old enough to be formally installed 
as archbishop and, as a consequence, the substantial income 
associated with the Diocese of St Andrews, the highest office in 
the Church in Scotland, would instead flow to James IV. 

The death of the Archbishop of St Andrews
The King’s brother, the Archbishop of St Andrews, died in 
Edinburgh in mid-January 1504, after which plans were made 
for his burial in St Andrews Cathedral. The funeral was an 
important event and it is clear that James IV travelled to St 

Andrews to attend. The Treasurer’s accounts confirm that on 
the 15th of January, following his brother’s death, the King 
travelled from Edinburgh via Queensferry to Falkland, his 
principal residence in Fife. It was a journey of some 30 miles 
that required crossing the Firth of Forth. The accounts record 
that ‘the King passit to Faukland’ and that he made a payment 
of 28 shillings to the ferrymen at ‘Quenis Fery’ [Queensferry] 
on the 15th of January.17 The King spent several days at Falkland 
Palace, where he incurred expenses playing ‘at the tables’ and 
‘at cartis’ [cards].18 He then travelled the twenty miles to St 
Andrews for his brother’s funeral which took place on the 29th 
of January. On the day of the funeral, the Treasurer’s accounts 
reveal a substantial payment (£92, 18s) ‘in Sanctandrois to the 
preistis, for my Lord of Sanctandrois tyrment [burial]’.19 The 
King also made a payment of £3 on the same day to ‘the Gray 
Freris [Greyfriars] of Sanctandrois’.20 

The funeral and the King in mourning
Further evidence from the accounts confirming that the King 
attended the funeral of his brother in St Andrews is provided 
by the King’s purchase of several items required for a display 
of mourning.21 The Treasurer’s accounts reveal that on the 25th 
of January, following the ‘dede [death] of the Archbeschop of 
Sanctandrois’, black cloth (‘Ristlis blak’) was purchased for a 
‘dule goun’ [mourning gown]. The same type of black cloth 
was purchased for a ‘riding goun’, together with black cloth of 
a different type (‘Scottis blak’) to ‘lyne the said goun’. On the 
same day, the accounts list the purchase of a black horse for 
the King and also some black cloth to cover the King’s horse. 
The funeral was a lavish event. The King’s accounts reveal a 
payment of £28 and 2 shillings for ‘three hundred and three 
dozen armes’ for the ‘tyrment’ [burial].22 These ‘armes’ are 
likely to have been flags containing the Archbishop’s coat of 
arms that were carried by the mourners.23 A few days after 
the funeral in St Andrews, on the 3rd of February (the day that 
the King played golf with the Earl of Bothwell), James IV is 
recorded as making a payment of ten French crowns to a man 
who is identified as being ‘with the Beschop of Sanctandrois’.24

JAMES 1V

The Treasurer’s accounts (February 1504). The entry recording 
James IV’s golf match is indicated by an asterisk 

Map of St Andrews (c. 1580) 
showing the cathedral to the east of the town 
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The location of the grave
According to legend, St Regulus (also known as St Rule) 
brought relics of the apostle St Andrew to Scotland in the fourth 
century. The location in the Cathedral of the Archbishop’s grave 
is mentioned in a sixteenth century Latin chronicle of Scottish 
history (c.1521), which states that James Stewart was buried in 
front of the relics (‘Sepultus ante reliquias’).25 The Archbishop’s 
tombstone survives today in the ruins of the Cathedral, 
probably still in its original location.26 It is positioned between 
what was the high altar and the altar of the relics.27 It is a vast 
stone, of approximately 3.2 x 2.3 metres and contains a carved 
indentation which is thought to have held a large brass insert.28

Purchase of clubs and balls
One of the first golf historians to identify references to golf in 
the Treasurer’s accounts was Robert Clark (in Golf: A Royal 
and Ancient Game, published in 1875). In addition to the golf 
match with the Earl of Bothwell on the 3rd of February 1504, 
Clark describes another entry from the accounts on the same 
day for the purchase of ‘golf clubbes and balles’.29 

Item, for golf clubbes and balles to the King that he playit with, 
… ix s
[Item, for golf clubs and balls to the King that he played with, 
… 9 shillings]

The assumption that the clubs and balls were purchased on the 
same day that the golf match took place (the 3rd of February) 
has been repeated frequently by subsequent golf historians.30 

However, the Treasurer’s accounts reveal that the King’s 
purchase of golf clubs and balls occurred three days later, on the 
6th of February. This is important, because it provides evidence 
that the King remained for several days at a golfing location 
(both where golf was played and where clubs and balls could 
be purchased). This is also consistent with evidence, recorded 
in the Treasurer’s accounts, suggesting that the Archbishop’s 
funeral was followed by music, dancing and feasting, as would 
have been traditional. This provides a clear reason for the King 
having remained in St Andrews after the funeral on the 29th 
of January. In addition, there is evidence in the Treasurer’s 
accounts of the King having paid for lodgings several days 
after the funeral (on the 6th of February). 

Accommodation in St Andrews
If the King was to stay for more than a day in St Andrews, as 
he appears to have done, it seems very likely that he would 
make use of local accommodation, rather than travelling 
back and forth to his palace at Falkland, some twenty miles 
away. Significantly, there is a record in the King’s accounts of a 
payment on the 6th of  February (three days after the golf match 
and the same day that golf clubs and balls were purchased). 
The King paid six French crowns to an innkeeper, George 
Robison.31 This is recorded as ‘mail’ [rent] which ‘the King 
occupiit in his innys’. The location of the Inn is not specified 
but, nevertheless, this seems to confirm that James IV was not 
in residence at Falkland Palace during this time and that he 
required lodgings. Given that the King was in St Andrews for 
the funeral in the days prior to the payment of rent, it seems 
extremely likely that he remained in St Andrews until the 6th of 
February when rent was paid. 

The simplest and most plausible explanation would seem 
to be that the King purchased additional clubs and balls on 
the day that he departed from St Andrews, three days after 
his match with Bothwell. The information provided in the 
Treasurer’s accounts is certainly consistent with the King 
having remained in St Andrews from the time of his brother’s 
funeral on the 29th of January until the 6th of February. This, in 
turn, provides very strong support for the conclusion that the 
King’s golf match (on the 3rd of February) and his purchase of 
clubs and balls (on the 6th of February) both took place in St 
Andrews. 

The funeral feast
An established feature of funerals from this period appears 
to have been the funeral feast. Just as a modern-day funeral 
might end in a wake, there was a tradition of feasting, music 
and dancing after funerals in this period of history. The Oxford 
Companion to Scottish History explains that ‘food and drink 
were always available’ at funerals and goes on to say that dancing 
was ‘believed to counteract evil’.32 It is likely that many of the 
Scottish nobility would have attended the funeral of the King’s 
brother in St Andrews and it is equally likely that feasting and 
entertainment would have followed the funeral. One of the 

St Andrews Cathedral with the tomb of Archbishop James 
Stewart in the foreground
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arguments that has been used to suggest that James IV’s golf 
match took place in Edinburgh33 is an entry in the Treasurer’s 
accounts on the same day that he played golf. The entry records 
a payment to ‘the gysaris [masqueraders] of Edinburgh that 
daunsit [danced] in the Abbay’.34 However, a reassessment of 
the events described in the Treasurer’s accounts suggest that a 
more plausible explanation might be the King had requested 
that a favoured group of Edinburgh entertainers should travel 
to St Andrews for the funeral celebrations. This conclusion is 
supported by a further payment, three days after the funeral, 
to ‘Alexander Wardlaw be the Kingis command’. Reference to 
contemporary household accounts indicates that Alexander 
Wardlaw was a ‘mistral’ [minstral] and ‘luter’ [lute player] in 
the King’s household.35 Consequently, it seems likely that both 
the minstrel Alexander Wardlaw and the Edinburgh dancers 
participated in the funeral festivities in St Andrews and were 
reimbursed by the King for having done so.

Continuing links with St Andrews
James IV’s family links with St Andrews were maintained 
following the death of his brother. Somewhat controversially 
the King appointed his illegitimate eleven-year-old son, 
Alexander Stewart, as the Archbishop of St Andrews following 
the death of his brother James Stewart. Similarly, the Earl of 
Bothwell (Partick Hepburn), the man who played golf with 
the King in 1504, also had close family connections with St 
Andrews. The Earl’s brother, John Hepburn, was Prior of St 
Andrews at this time. In subsequent years, these two men, 
Alexander Stewart (Archbishop) and John Hepburn (Prior), 
played leading roles in establishing St Leonard’s College in St 
Andrews in 1512. 

In conclusion
It would appear that the earliest recorded golf match by named 
individuals and the purchase of ‘golf clubbes and balles’ (in 
February 1504) coincided with James IV’s visit to St Andrews 
for the funeral of his brother the Archbishop of St Andrews. 
Rather than relying on latter-day claims that St Andrews is 
the ‘Home of Golf ’, evidence that the earliest recorded golf 
match took place in St Andrews is a further illustration of the 
importance of St Andrews in the early history of golf.
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‘My dreams are of Prince’s and Deal on a day of sunshine 
and a light breeze’

Bernard Darwin

Prince’s has an enviable location and history. 
With its 2½ miles of frontage to Sandwich Bay, 
adjoining the mighty Royal St George’s, it is superb 
golfing ground, and its 500 acres are enough to 

accommodate 27 championship-standard holes. Founded in 
1906 by Sir Harry Mallaby-Deely, the course was built long 
to counter the new Haskell ball. These qualities attracted 
important tournaments, most famously the Open in 1932, but 
also the British Ladies’ Open Amateur Championship (1922 

and 1964), the Dunlop Masters (1954), the Curtis Cup (1956), 
and the Schweppes PGA Championship (1965). Winners here 
have included Gene Sarazen, Joyce Wethered, Bobby Locke, 
Carol Sorenson and Peter Alliss. And as the club of choice 
for many of the great and the good (AJ Balfour was the first 
captain and the then Prince of Wales, Club President from 
1931), it hosted many club and society events including the 
Oxford v Cambridge match on five occasions between 1912 
and 1937.

With such a history, Prince’s should have a collection to vie 
with the best. However, it has suffered a series of setbacks which 
would have sunk a lesser club. As front-line defence territory, it 
was taken over by the Military in 1914-18 and 1939-1945, the 
course being totally destroyed in the latter. (Lord Brabazon, a 
Prince’s member and sometime captain of the R&A, likened 
the use of the greens by the army for target practice as ‘like 
throwing darts at a Rembrandt’.) As a proprietary club, Prince’s 
has had a number of changes of ownership, and with a move 

The Rewards of Prince’s

In the first of a series of articles on the collections of some of the UK’s golf clubs Through the Green looks at 
that of Prince’s Golf Club, Sandwich.

1932 Open 
Championship programme Gene Sarazen with the Open Championship trophy in 1932
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to its favourite son, Laddie Lucas – Wing Commander Percy 
Belgrave Lucas DSO DFC CBE, fighter ace, MP, writer, 
businessman, and one of the finest British amateur golfers of 
his generation. He played in the Walker Cup in 1947 and was 
Captain in 1949. Lucas had a life-long connection with Prince’s 
having been born in its old clubhouse in 1915. His father was 
co-founder of Prince’s, designer of the first course and its 
first Hon Secretary. Laddie spent his childhood there, took a 
Cambridge team back as Captain in 1937, and during the war, 
when his Spitfire was hit over the Channel and he was unable 
to reach his home airbase of Manston, he made for the ground 
he knew best to land – Prince’s. He managed this, just missing 
the course, prompting his life-long friend, Henry Longhurst 
to send him a telegram reading ‘Out of Bounds again, Lucas!’

To celebrate this lifetime of connection, Laddie donated 
a left-handed hickory-shafted spoon, which had been his 
favourite club as a child, to the Club, as a prize for a junior 
competition, in 1988. Rarely can a child’s club have had such a 
history. Lucas received the spoon as a prize for coming second 
in an under-fourteen competition at nearby North Foreland at 
the age of five. The winner was Henry Longhurst (aged twelve). 
The spoon was made by none other than Abe Mitchell, then 
the North Foreland professional. In 1922, preceding the Ladies’ 
Championship at Prince’s, Laddie’s father challenged Cecil 
Leitch, on his son’s behalf to play a match over seven holes, 
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of clubhouse, and the demolition in the 1970s of its sister-
enterprise, the nearby Guilford Hotel, it seems to have lost a lot 
of its memorabilia along the way. However, much of interest 
has survived and the McGuirk family, owners since 1976, have 
devoted themselves to restoring the Club’s fortunes. The Club 
has therefore been able to acquire a number of interesting 
artefacts, particularly relating to the players Prince’s is famous 
for – Gene Sarazen winning the Open there in 1932 and 
Laddie Lucas.

The 1932 Open Championship
This was Prince’s finest moment so appropriately its finest 
pieces are associated with this event. Gene Sarazen, famous for 
being one of only five men to win a career Grand Slam revisited 
Prince’s in 1993 and donated to the Club a brassie and the 
famous sand wedge, which he had used in 1932. The wedge is 
an iconic piece not merely for its association with Sarazen and 
his win, but also for its place in the development of modern 
club technology. Sarazen had gone flying with Howard Hughes 
in the late 1920s. Seeing the operation of the flaps on the 
wings gave him the idea for adding a flange to the club which 
would slip through the sand, imparting height to the ball. He 
worked on this idea over the winter in his workshop, and had 
his prototype made into a useable tournament club by Wilson 
which he used at Prince’s for the first time. An earlier form of 
sand wedge used by Bobby Jones in 1930 had been subsequently 
banned so, the story goes, Sarazen placed his upside down in 
his bag at Prince’s to prevent it being disallowed. 

Laddie Lucas
The Club has also acquired some memorable pieces relating 

The famous Gene Sarazen wedge Laddie Lucas playing his spoon
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Cecil giving Laddie two shots a hole. Laddie won 4/3. Cecil 
later wrote that Laddie ‘on that occasion would have defeated 
Mr Bobby Jones!’ In the same year, when the Open was played 
at Royal St George’s, the spoon had a further encounter with 
the golfing greats. Laddie was watching a fourball of Walter 
Hagen, Jim Barnes, Harry Vardon and Jock Hutchison, tee 
off at Prince’s for a practice round. Laddie was invited to walk 
round with them. On finishing the round, Barnes showed a 
tired Laddie a box of twelve new golf balls and told him he 
could keep any he could hit onto the fairway. Wielding his 
trusty spoon, Laddie returned home the richer by the entire 
box. In its new role as a junior trophy (a scratch competition 
for 8-13 year olds), the spoon has been won by (amongst 
others) Justin Rose. 

Another Lucas piece with a marvellous story is his watch. 
It was originally owned by Harry Vardon, who gave it to his 
close friend, Arthur Brown, for good luck before Brown went 
to France in 1914 with the British Expeditionary Force. Brown, 
in turn, gave it to Laddie, for the same good luck sentiment, 
when Laddie volunteered for the RAF in 1939. The watch is 
inscribed on the reverse ‘Harry Vardon to Arthur Brown for 
service with the BEF and PB Lucas 1939’. The Lucas family has 
recently acquired the watch from BGCS member Tim Smartt, 
who bought it in auction many years before. The family have 
kindly lent the watch to the Club. Both the watch and the 
spoon are now displayed in the Club’s history room.

The Legacy Collection
Although the highlights of the collection are recent acquisitions, 
the Club has a number of interesting items from earlier years. 
Of particular appeal, are its photographs, evocative of Prince’s 
heyday in the 1920s and 30s. Among these are one of the 
England team in 1932, captained by Abe Mitchell, from the 
days when the Open was preceded by an England v Scotland 
match. Also, a number of the Oxford and/or Cambridge 
teams when the Club hosted the University Match, including 
such well-known amateurs as Cyril Tolley, Henry Longhurst 
and of course, Laddie Lucas. And a wonderful set of photos 
of Members v Artisans matches from the mid-1930s, full of 
period charm.

The collection includes old clubs, ranging from the usual 
miscellany made or sold by its professionals or given by its 
members, to some older pieces predating the Club’s foundation. 
Among the latter are clubs by Tom Morris, Hugh Philp and 
a rare eighteenth-century putter. A club of great sentimental 
value is the hickory-shafted driver that once belonged to the 
golf course architect, John Morrison, who used it to gauge 
bunker positioning in the post-1945 reconstruction of the 
course.

The Club seems to have relatively few trophies – perhaps 
a result of it being a proprietary club, but those it has are 
undeniably grand. Pride of place goes to the Founder’s Gold 
Vase (of which the Club displays a replica) and the Prince of 
Wales Cup, presented by HRH in 1926 for an open amateur 

 The English Professionals Team pictured before the 1932 Open
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Ali McGuirk and John Gardner in the History Room

scratch competition. Another interesting reminder of the 
Club’s most fashionable days are its visitors’ books, of which 
one is displayed open on the page signed by Winston Churchill.

Display
The Club has taken great care to display its heritage to best 
advantage. Panels describing its history, and some of its 
photographs are displayed in the main clubhouse. However, 
the greater part of the collection is in a bespoke history room 
in Prince’s Lodge, newly built on the site of the old clubhouse. 
This room was created by the Prince’s management team 
including Robert McGuirk, (son of the owner, Mick McGuirk) 
and his wife Ali, together with Ali’s father, John Gardner. John 
and Robert are both BGCS members. John, who was Captain 
of Royal Blackheath when its museum was completed, has put 
together a series of imaginative displays of the main events 
and people in the Club’s history, comprising the artefacts 
themselves accompanied by photographs, newspaper articles 
and even film. For example, the 1932 Open display includes 
a TV screen showing newsreel footage of Sarazen playing in 
1932 and his winner’s speech, and film of him on his return 
to the Club in 1993. There is further footage of Padraig 
Harrington using the famous sand wedge to play out of the 
newly-created Sarazen bunker and pronouncing himself duly 
impressed with it.

One of the most important displays is of Prince’s and ladies’ 
golf. Prince’s is proud of its support for ladies’ golf from its very 

foundation. The LGU was even based there for twenty years 
in the 60s and 70s. Ladies’ events here have included English 
Ladies’ Championships in 1912, 1953 and 1986; British Ladies’ 
Amateur Opens in 1922 and 1964; and the Curtis Cup in 
1956. There are accordingly, a number of photographs of these 
tournaments accompanied by a screen showing film of the 
1956 Curtis Cup match featuring the likes of Jesse Valentine 
and Angela Ward.

To create these displays, John Gardner has worked hard 
at supplementing the Club’s own records obtaining materials 
from sources such as English Heritage, the archives of the 
regiments stationed at Prince’s during the world wars, and the 
archives of Golf magazine.

The Future
In contrast to many clubs, Prince’s has the funds to add 
to its collection and the Club has made a number of recent 
acquisitions including the notes of its course architect, John 
Morrison, for the rebuilding of the course after 1945; a 1932 
Open programme; and a long-lost eighteenth century Dutch 
tile of the type that has been used as a model for the Club’s 
logo since 1952. The Club is also aware of the need to record 
its current activities for the benefit of future members and 
visitors. It has, for example, a programme for taking and 
storing photographs of participants in the tournaments it 
hosts, such as Alfie Plant at the 2016 Amateur Championship. 
The corridors of the new Lodge (built to provide on-site 
accommodation to replace the long-gone Guilford hotel) are 
hung with autographed flags from final qualifying at Prince’s 
for the 2011 Open. This awareness of its heritage underpins 
Prince’s activities generally. Historic postcards of the course 
recently bought for the club by John Gardner have been used 
by its course architects to inform their current redesign of 
the nine holes of the Himalayas – a true ‘back to the future’ 
moment.

It is appropriate to leave the final word with a member of 
the Lucas family – Laddie’s son, senior Vice-President of the 
Club, and Captain in its centenary year, David Lucas:

We take great pride in our Club’s history and its epic tale of 
survival. But while we are happy to enjoy the glory of our 
past, Prince’s is always looking to the future. The Club has 
been returned to the first rank of championship courses and 
work to improve the layout continues apace. My grandfather 
PM Lucas, and father Laddie, lie side by side in a shady corner 
of St Clement’s in Sandwich. I think they can rest easy that 
their beloved Prince’s will still be making history in another 
hundred years.
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At the end of serial golf, I mentioned that Jack 
Herman had an idea after the completion of the 
Selig Athletic Series in 1916. Before we can explore 
and appreciate that idea, we need to look first at 

the development of fiction films between 1917 and 1921.
By way of a reminder, the portrayal of golf in fiction (or 

narrative) films can be divided into three broad categories, 
namely: those where the game is an integral part of the film; 
those where it is a central plot point; and those where it is a 
fringe plot point. Narrative films, in turn, can be divided 
between comedies, dramas and comedy-dramas. By 1917, the 

length of films was divided between shorts, lasting one or two 
reels (roughly ten to twenty minutes running time) and feature 
films, generally five or six reels. Shorts, which could be fiction 
or non-fiction, supported a feature film in the cinema. Films 
were silent and in black and white.

The trends that we saw developing in Flickering Fiction 
continued, but there were also new ways in which golf was 
being shown on film.1 I have been able to identify 32 golf-
related films that were made in the five-year period between 
1917 and 1921. Before turning to the films themselves, I’ll just 
run through the obligatory statistics concerning these movies.  

Rather conveniently, the films were evenly divided between 
feature films and shorts, with sixteen of each. Twenty-three of 
the movies were comedies, eight were dramas and one was a 
comedy-drama. The most prolific year for golf-related films 
was 1917, when ten were produced, followed by 1919, when 
nine were made. Golf was integral to the story in nine instances, 
all of which were comedy shorts. The game was a central plot 
point in six films and a fringe plot point in seventeen. The 32 
films reflect the different ways that golf was perceived in an era 
of rapidly rising popularity for the sport. 

Championship golf
In the earlier period reviewed in Flickering Fiction, I pointed 
out the almost complete absence of films dealing with 
championship golf. This changed in 1917 with the release 
of The Apple-Tree Girl (Edison, five reels, October, 1917). 
Shirley Mason stars as the intrepid heroine, Charlotte. She is 
an orphan, who lives with her wealthy aunt, and is constantly 
compared unfavourably to her out-going cousin, Margaret. 
After graduating high school, Charlotte sets herself three 
goals: to make everybody like her, to make herself famous and 
to marry a millionaire. She achieves the first by becoming a 
school teacher and is adored by her pupils. Next, she tackles 
the problem of how to achieve fame. As fate would have it, 
she reads a newspaper article about a woman golf champion 
and decides that winning a major tournament would make 
herself famous. The small problem is that she has never 
played the game. Undaunted, Charlotte joins the New London 
Golf Club (CT) during her vacation and proves to have an 
abundance of natural talent. Her progress is so impressive 
that the club professional ‘mentions her to the President as 

Golf on the Move in American Films 1917 to 1921

Peter N. Lewis
continues his exploration of golf in early American movies

Shirley Mason, star of The Apple-Tree Girl
Edwards, Ringer and Bigg Cigarette Card (1923)
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a desirable candidate for the coming world’s championship’.2 
The tournament is held and Charlotte wins the championship, 
making her famous. Then she seeks an introduction to one 
of the club’s millionaires, Perry Graham, and achieves this by 
hitting him on the head with a golf shot. Perry turns out to be 
a bit of a cad and Charlotte is rescued by her old admirer, the 
poor-but-honest Neil Kennedy.3

The film is highly significant in a number of ways. It is the 
first film I have found that deals directly with championship 
golf. It is extremely interesting to note that winning a ladies’ 
championship is seen as a pathway to fame.  Also of interest is 
the fact that a golf club is perceived as a hot-bed of millionaires. 

If the idea of a woman taking aim at a man with one of her 
shots in order to effect an introduction sounds familiar, it is. A 
similar bit of business was used in The Turn of the Balance back 
in 1910.4 There was a variation of this idea in All’s Fair in Love 
(Goldwyn, five reels, September, 1921). Natalie, the spoiled 
daughter of a doting father, is golfing one day. When she hits 
Bobby on the head with an errant shot, she decides to marry 
him because of the self-control he showed after the fact. There 
are obstacles to the romance, but love triumphs in the end.5

Social golf
There is an interesting twist to the idea of the course as a 
trysting place in The Scarlet Shadow (Universal, six reels, 
March, 1919). Elena Evan is kept a virtual prisoner in her aged 
aunt’s house. Nevertheless ‘Aunt Alvira has not been able to 
stop the world’s progress even if she is living 50 years in the 
past, and golf links are established next door, one of the greens 
coming close to the hedge that holds Elena prisoner’. A golfer 
on the green named Van starts a flirtation with Elena that sets 
a train of highly melodramatic events into motion. In the end 
Elena lives happily ever after, but not with Van, who turns out 
not to be a nice man. The interesting point with this movie 
is that it reflects the way new golf courses were springing up 
around the country.6

The golf club is the key to romance in Too Good to be True 
(Van Beuren, two reels, August, 1919). The hero, Anthony, 
has a crush on screen-goddess, Vera. A keen golfer, Anthony 
happens to be at his club when Vera comes to pay a visit. After 
much confusion, love triumphs after that first meeting on the 
course.7 

Five other films reflected that golf was a game for the 
wealthy. In The Defeat of the City (General, four reels, 
September, 1917), a country boy comes to the city, makes 
good as a lawyer and marries a wealthy wife. He becomes a 
prominent member of his golf club, where his wife also plays.8 
Similarly in Just Silvia (World, five reels, October, 1918), the 
newly wealthy Henry Hicks joins a country club and learns 
to play golf so that he can enter ‘society’. In Pettigrew’s Girl 
(Paramount, five reels, April, 1919), the poor-but-honest hero’s 
rival for the heroine’s affections is a golf-playing millionaire.9 
A wealthy young lady begins a flirtation with a married man 
that continues at their golf club in Indiscretion (Vitagraph, five 
reels, January, 1917).10 In contrast, the golf club is seen as place 
to keep Caroline out of trouble during a society wedding in 

How Could You, Caroline? (Pathé, five reels, May, 1918).11 In 
The Game’s Up (Universal, five reels, January, 1919), Ruth is 
pretending to be successful and hires a chauffeur, Peter, who 
is really a young millionaire in disguise. Ruth wants to meet 
celebrities, so Peter arranges for his butler to stand in front 
of the local country club pretending to be a famous golfer. 
Needless to say, everybody lives happily ever after.12

Two westerns portray golf as a sport for effete easterners. 
The heroes in The Red Haired Cupid (Triangle, five reels, June, 
1918) and It’s a Bear (Triangle, five reels, March, 1919) are both 
derided by ranch hands when they arrive out west carrying, 
among other things, golf clubs.13

Explosive golf 
Golf literally exploded on the screen in His Sweetheart 
(Paramount, five reels, January, 1917). George Beban plays Joe, 
an Italian immigrant, who is making a very modest living as 
an iceman.14 His mother, the ‘sweetheart’ of the title, arrives in 
America and takes a job as a laundress for Godfrey Kelland, 
the district attorney and candidate for governor. Meanwhile, 
‘the Weasel’, a notorious crook, is arrested while trying to seek 
refuge in Joe’s house. As chance would have it, Mrs Kelland has 
just reported the disappearance of a diamond brooch, which is 
found in Mamma’s possession. In fact, it had been put into the 
offending laundry basket by Kelland’s infant daughter. Kelland, 
being a hard-nosed prosecutor, arrests Mamma and she is 
sentenced to two years in prison. As one can imagine, Joe is 
not very pleased. The Weasel’s gang want to bump off Kelland 
and enlist a distraught Joe’s help. They fill a golf ball with nitro-

Motion Picture News, 24th of September, 1921
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glycerine that Joe will switch with Kelland’s ball when he plays 
into the rough. Joe makes the switch just as Kelland’s wife and 
Joe’s girlfriend, Trina, appear on the golf course within range of 
the explosion. Joe leaps out of the rough and blocks Kelland’s 
down-swing with his body.  Mamma is pardoned because Mrs 
Kelland sees her baby putting another jewel into the laundry 
basket. Joe, Trina and Mamma live happily ever after.15

This was certainly a novel depiction of golf on the silver 
screen. The idea of an exploding golf ball was then used in two 
low-budget comedies, Golfing Jailbirds (Universal, one reel, 
November, 1920) and Tee Time (Century, two reels, January, 

1921).16 In contrast to the high melodrama of His Sweetheart, 
the idea of a highly explosive golf ball was played strictly for 
laughs. Beban himself then remade His Sweetheart as The 
Greatest Love of All in 1924, using the identical plot with the 
same denouement.17

Gentle Golf
After all that heavy melodrama, let us retreat into the gentler 
world of PG Wodehouse. No fewer than nine Wodehouse 
stories or plays were turned into films between 1917 and 1921.18 
The one that definitely has a plot in which golf plays a key part 
is Uneasy Money (Essanay, six reels, December, 1917).19 It was 
based on a novel that had been published in the USA in 1916 
and then in the UK in 1917, having been serialised previously 
in both countries.

Golf is the catalyst for the whole story of both the book and 
the film. Lord Dawlish is bequeathed a million pounds by the 
wealthy and eccentric Ira Nutcombe for the simple reason that 
Dawlish cured Nutcombe of a wicked slice. Moving Picture 
World then recounts what happens next: 

A niece and nephew in America are cut off with a shilling 
and a hundred dollars respectively, and when Lord Dawlish 
hears of it, he makes an endeavor to restore to them their 
just portion.  Such an endeavor is not easily accomplished, 
however, and the incidents of his efforts are amusing and 
numerous.20

Although the curing of Nutcombe’s slice is a central plot 
point, it is not clear if any golf was actually shown in the film. 
Unfortunately, the film itself is not known to survive.21 Uneasy 
Money is an interesting film in terms of its depiction of golf in 
that the plot revolves around a specific bit of advice given on 
the golf course.  

Mr & Mrs Sidney Drew
Now it is time to turn our attention to two golf-related comedies 
of manners that come with a complicated history. Central to the 
story is a husband and wife team, much lauded in their day and 
now largely forgotten, Mr and Mrs Sidney Drew. Sidney Drew 
came from a theatrical family and started on stage. He began 
making films regularly in 1913. He appeared in 170 films, and 
received a directing credit on 150 of them and a writing credit 
on 60 up to 1919. His first wife, Gladys Rankin, appeared on 
stage with her husband and they were usually billed as Mr and 
Mrs Sidney Drew. She wrote his early films but did not act in 
them. Gladys died on the 9th of January 1914, aged only 40. 
Sidney then married Lucille McVey seven months later on the 
29th of July.  She was a writer and actress. The two proceeded to 
make well over 100 films together, with Lucille also writing and 
then ultimately co-directing or directing them.22 Their films 
were largely comedies of manners. Edward Weitzel, writing in 
Moving Picture World, said of their films:

They are amusing slices of life; skilfully transplanted bits of human 
experience that awaken kindly laughter and pleasant memories. 
Their characters are the sort of folk you are glad to know – to have as 
neighbours, if you live in a place where people own their homes and 
take their supplies from the grocery boy at the kitchen door in place Motion Picture News, 19th of April, 1919

George Beban, star of His Sweetheart
Kromo Gravure Cards Photos of the Leading Picture Stars c.1917
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of having things sent up on the dumb waiter.23

In late 1918, the couple reached a distribution agreement 
with Paramount to begin releasing new two-reel comedies 
starting in January 1919. The deal included three films that had 
been completed but had not yet been released. One of these 
films was a golf-related comedy called The Amateur Liar. All 
three movies were co-directed by Sidney and Lucille.24 

By April 1919, the Drews had completed another two films 
awaiting release. They took a break from film production to go 
on tour in a play called Keep Her Smiling. The Amateur Liar, 
was due to be released on the 6th of April 1919 but was delayed 
until the 20th of the month. Tragically, Sidney Drew became 
ill on stage in Detroit on the 5th of April and was taken home 
to New York, where he died four days later on the 9th.25 It was 
then announced at the end of May that Lucille would carry on 
without Sidney. Her first solo project, as star and director was 
another golf-related film, called Bunkered.26 

Mysterious golfers
We are getting ahead of ourselves, so let us return to The 
Amateur Liar (Paramount, two reels, April, 1919), that Sidney 
and Lucille co-directed. The plot is very slight. The Drews are 
playing their usual characters, Henry and Polly, a married 
couple.  Henry does a good turn for a woman that causes him 
to be late for a lunch date with his wife. As Polly is not very 
keen on the woman he helped, Henry invents a story to explain 
his tardiness. Then events escalate out of control as Henry is 
continually forced to change his story with additional fibs. The 
denouement takes place at the country club and all ends well.27 

On the simplest level, it is another film where golf is depicted 
as a game for the middle and wealthy classes. There is a twist to 
the story in that this is the only fiction film in this period where 
real golfers appeared as themselves on screen. Furthermore, 
they were playing in a real golf match that took place at the 
Garden City Country Club on Long Island, NY.  

There are three press reports of the appearance of these two 
golfers. It was reported in Moving Picture World on the 26th of 
April that:

Scenes showing Travers and Douglas, the well-known golf 
professionals, in a championship match are an interesting 
feature of The Amateur Liar, the Paramount-Drew comedy 
released on the 20th of April, Mr and Mrs Sidney Drew staged 
the closing scenes of this comedy on the Garden City, LI golf 
links when the champions played for the benefit of the Red 
Cross fund.

The report in the Exhibitors Herald and Motography on the 
3rd of May is virtually identical while that in Motion Picture 
New , also on the 3rd of May, is briefer, simply mentioning 
the appearance of ‘Travers and Douglas, the well-known golf 
professionals’. It is actually problematic to identify the two 
golfers based on what was written.  On the surface, it would 
appear that ‘Travers’ is Jerry Travers, winner of the US Amateur 
Championship four times and the US Open once. However, 
Travers was an amateur in 1919, so possibly, the statement 
about both players being professionals is not correct.28 Then 
there is the question of who is ‘Douglas’, the obvious candidate 

being Findlay Douglas, a former winner of the US Amateur.  
We know the film was finished by November 1918, so it 

would have to be a match or tournament played that year. There 
were three fund-raising golf events played at Garden City in 
1918 and Travers played in two of them. The first was on the 
11th of May when he and Jim Barnes took on Walter Hagen and 
John Anderson without a ‘Douglas’ in sight.29 The second took 
place two weeks later on the 25th of May.  This time Travers was 
partnered with Oswald Kirkby against Francis Ouimet and 

Variety, 11th of July, 1919
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John Anderson. Again, there is no mention of anyone named 
‘Douglas’. Those were the only two Red Cross matches Travers 
played at Garden City in 1918.

A third charity match for the United War Work Campaign 
was played at Garden City, on the 10th of November 1918, and I 
believe this is the one that was used in The Amateur Liar. It was 
a match between two great veteran amateur golfers, Walter J 
Travis and Findlay Douglas. Douglas had won the US Amateur 
in 1898 and was the defeated finalist in 1899 and 1900. Travis 
had won it in 1900, 1901 and 1903 as well as winning The 
Amateur in 1904. In a close fought contest played before a 
large gallery, Travis defeated Douglas by one hole.30 

It is very possible that somewhere along the line, ‘Travis’ 
was transposed into ‘Travers’. Perhaps it is appropriate that a 
press release for a film called The Amateur Liar, should have 
three rudimentary errors in it. The first was mistaking Jerry 
Travers for Walter J Travis. The second was saying that both 
players were professionals. The third was that the charity was 
not identified correctly. The question of the golfers’ identities 
cannot be fully resolved because the film is not known to have 
survived.  

There is one interesting footnote to the actual match. The 
match raised about $3,000 for the United War Work Campaign. 
The largest individual contribution came from the auctioning 
of the Schenectady putter that Travis had used to win the 1904 
Amateur at Royal St George’s. The bidding started at $200 and 
it was purchased by LH Lapham for $1,700.  He gave it as a gift 
to the Garden City club immediately after the auction.31 

Ground-breaking direction
Lucille Drew’s first film after the death of her husband was 
another golf-related one entitled Bunkered (Paramount, two 
reels, July, 1919). She took the lead role and directed the 
movie. Lucille played her usual character, Polly. In the place 
of her husband, she cast Donald McBride as her frivolous 
bachelor brother.  Unfortunately, precise details of the plot are 
lacking. We know that Polly is a champion golfer who guides 
the romance of the two juvenile leads and she ‘demonstrates 
that with the aid of a putter, a gutta-percha ball and Cupid, 
the hearts and minds of men can be turned to unheard and 
unthought of channels’.32 We also know that much of the 
film was shot on the Sleepy Hollow Country Club course in 
Scarborough, New York.33 The Washington Herald on the 21st of 
July described it as ‘a clean, clever and thoroughly first-class bit 
of production’, a sentiment echoed in the press advertisements. 
Unfortunately, like The Amateur Liar, Bunkered is not known 
to have survived.  

It is significant that Polly is a champion golfer and this is 
an essential part of the plot. This is the second film dealing 
with championship golf and in both cases, the champion is 
a woman. The Amateur Liar and Bunkered very likely hold a 
special place in the history of golf on film. Lucille co-directed 
the former and was the sole director of the latter. They are 
very probably the first golf-related films directed by a woman. 
Lucille Drew directed five more films, with her last one, Cousin 
Kate, being released in early 1921.34 She died of cancer in 1925, 

aged only 35. She left a much-neglected imprint on the history 
of golf on film.35

Comedies of mayhem
In contrast to the decidedly middle-class humour of The 
Amateur Liar and Bunkered, there was a slew of what I call 
‘comedies of mayhem’. In Gall and Golf (Vitagraph, one 
reel, September, 1917) Double Dukes (Universal, two reels, 
November, 1917) and Bright Eyes (First National, two reels, 
December, 1921) we have variations on the idea of golfers 
from a poor background creating havoc on the golf course 
much to the consternation of the assembled ‘stuffed shirts’ and 
these need not detain us.36 Water on the Brain (Universal, one 
reel, November, 1917) is a somewhat bizarre comedy in which 
the gang of baddies stop in the middle of being pursued by the 
police to have a game of golf.37 

It is worth pausing briefly to discuss three comedies, all 
made under the banner of the Hall Room Boys.  Based on a 
popular comic strip of that name, it spawned a series of 77 
two-reel shorts made between 1919 and 1923. The two main 
characters, Percy and Ferdie, were played by eight different 
combinations of actors during the series.38 They appeared in 
three films between 1919 and 1920 that were golf-related. In 
Taming the West (National, two reels, December, 1919) the boys 
capture a dangerous bandit by accidentally hitting him with 
golf balls.39 Numbers 23 and 25 in the series both use golf as an 
integral part of their plots. In Some Champs (Hall Room Boys, 
two reels, August, 1920) the boys arrive at a golf club ‘where 
they impersonate a duo of golfers who have achieved fame. 
From there on, most of the footage concerns their efforts to hit 
the elusive white sphere’.40 All Balled Up (Hall Room Boys, two 
reels, October, 1920) seems to have had a similar plot in that 
a considerable portion of it takes place on a golf course. The 
reviewer in Wid’s Daily on the 10th of October, 1920 remarked 
that ‘coming shortly after another golf offerin it might be a 
good idea to eliminate all discussion about golf from the series 
for a while’. This is quite an interesting comment. It showed 
that some critics felt that there had not been a long enough gap 
between the two films in the series and that audiences could 
have too much of a good thing.

Summary 
In the period between 1917 and 1921, we have seen a number of 
novel developments. There were the first known movies to deal 
with championship golf and in both films, the champion was a 
woman golfer. There were the first golf-themed films directed 
by a woman. We had the appearance of Walter J Travis and 
Findlay Douglas as themselves in a fiction film. There was the 
debut of non-conforming golf balls filled with explosives. This 
idea was used for both dramatic and comedic purposes. We 
also saw the continuation of a number of themes continuing 
from prior to 1917. Films continued to depict golf largely as 
a game for the middle and wealthy classes. This could be used 
for dramatic purposes and romantic ones. Also, it could be 
used as a comedy device where people from the wrong side 
of the tracks created mayhem on the course. One can happily 
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say that golf was on the move in American films between 1917 
and 1921.

But wait – there’s more
Having dutifully written my summary, I must confess that I 
have deliberately left out any discussion about the three most 
important comedies in this period. These are the golf-related 
movies of Buster Keaton, Roscoe ‘Fatty’ Arbuckle and Charlie 
Chaplin. The films all survive and are of such importance, that 
they deserve to be examined in detail. So, coming soon to an 
issue of Through the Green near you:41

wrote His Sweetheart
15. MPW 27th of January & 10th February 1917, MPN 10th of February 
1917.  The film was directed by Donald Crisp, better known today 
for his Academy Award winning performance in How Green Was My 
Valley (1941) and his roles in Lassie Come Home (1943) and National 
Velvet (1944).  According to the Library of Congress Performing Arts 
Database, the film does survive, but I have not viewed it
16. Wid’s Daily 21st of November 1920 and MPW 8th January 1921
17. MPW 17th of January 1925.  This time, Beban directed the film 
himself
18. These were Uneasy Money (1917), A Damsel in Distress, Piccadilly 
Jim, Oh Boy, Making Up with Mother, The Prince and Betty (all 1919), 
Stick Around, Oh Lady Lady (both 1920) and Their Mutual Child 
(1921).  The six British shorts based on ‘the Oldest Member’ stories 
were all made in 1924 and therefore outside the scope of this article 
19. Others may have golf related content but I have not been able to 
confirm this through reading the reviews of the films.
20. MPW 15th of December 1917.  For further plot points in the film, 
also see MPN 8th, 15th and 29th of December 1917  
21. According to the Library of Congress Performing Arts Database, 
no copies of the film have been located
22. For the full details of Lucille’s film career, see Mrs Sidney Drew 
– Women Film Pioneers at https://wfpp.cdrs.columbia.edu. (Accessed 
18th of June 2017)
23. MPN 21st of December 1918
24. Variety 22nd of November 1918 and Motion Picture News 30th of 
November 1918
25. Variety 11th of April 1919, MPN 19th of April 1919
26. MPN 31st of May 1919
27. MPW 12th of April 1919, EH 12th of April 1919
28. He played in the 1919 US Amateur Championship
29. New York Sun 12th of May 1918
30. New York Tribune 11th of November 1918 
31. New York Tribune and Brooklyn Daily Eagle 11th of November 
1918.  The United War Work Campaign was a week-long fundraising 
event organised by seven voluntary organisations and did not include 
the Red Cross.  See www. http://americanhistory.si.edu (Accessed 18th 
of June 2017)
32. MPN 19th of July 1919 and the Rock Island Argos,(Illinois), 9th of 
August 1919
33. MPW 21st of June 1919
34. MPN 12th of February 1921
35. For a full discussion about women directors in the late silent 
period, see Women Film Pioneers.  Although neither The Amateur 
Liar nor Bunkered are thought to survive, a number of the Drews’ 
films do, as listed in Women Film Pioneers and some can be viewed 
on YouTube
36. MPN 8th of September 1917, MPW 10th of November 1917, Film 
Daily, 15th of January 1922
37. MPW 8th of December 1917
38. See The Columbia Shorts Department on http://columbiashortsdept.
weebly.com. (Accessed 16th of June 2017) for a complete filmography 
of the Hall Room Boys series
39. Wid’s Daily 28th of December 1919
40. Wid’s Daily 19th of September 1920
41. Advert taken from the Brattleboro Daily Reformer (VT) 28th of 
February 1921.  There is a ‘typo’ in the advertisement and should be 
‘whale’ and not ‘whole’. Jack Herman’s bright idea will come to light 
after we look at the movies of these three great stars

©Peter N. Lewis 2017

golf in the movies

Endnotes
1. Peter N. Lewis, Flickering Fiction, Through the Green, March 2017.  
Once again, I do not claim to have found every film in which golf is 
depicted but I think I have found most of the main ones.  As far as 
I have been able to ascertain, relatively few of the films described in 
this article survive.  If they do, they are not readily accessible to view 
in the UK
2. Moving Picture World (MPW) 20th of October 1917
3. MPW 20th of October 1917, MPW 13th of October 1917 and Motion 
Picture News (MPN) 13th of October 1917.  The film’s director, Alan 
Crosland, would create film history ten years later when he directed 
Al Jolson in The Jazz Singer, the film that signalled the end of ‘the 
Silent Era’. According to the Library of Congress Performing Arts 
Database, The Apple-Tree Girl does survive, but I have not viewed it
4. Lewis, Flickering Fiction
5. Exhibitors Herald & Motography (EH) 15th October 1920 and 
MPN 12th of November 1921. According to the Library of Congress 
Performing Arts Database, no copies of the film have been located
6. MPN 8th of March & 15th of March 1919. According to the Library 
of Congress Performing Arts Database, no copies of the film have 
been located
7. MPN 23rd of August 1919
8. MPW 8th of September 1917
9. MPW 12th of April 1919
10. MPW 6th of January 1917 
11. MPN 18th of May 1918
12. MPW 18th of January 1919, MPW 25th of January 1919
13. MPN 15th of June 1918 and MPW 15th of March 1919
14. George Beban, who was born in San Francisco, specialised in 
playing Italian characters, first on stage and then on screen.  He co-
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The first thing we have to say respecting what are 
called new views … is, that they are not new, but the very 
oldest of thoughts cast into the mould of these new times 

(Ralph Waldo Emerson 1834)

The final article in this five-part series will 
consider the future of the golf swing after a look 
at developments from the last half of the twentieth 
century to the present day. 

Some of the differences in the last 50 years of swing
Since Arnold Palmer first exploded on the scene in the early 
sixties the length of the professional player’s tee shot has 
increased dramatically. There is more speed and an improved 
use of energy thanks to a combination of lighter and better 
equipment, and athletic strength and flexibility. The skills 
and experience of the world’s best players have become more 
spread out, with little difference between the technical ability 
of the world’s number one and perhaps the next twenty other 
players below. Youth has become far more influential with the 
upper-ranking stars; the globalisation of the game, improved 
junior equipment and the example shown 
by Tiger Woods are other associated 
factors. Science has become an integral 
part of the game and has helped to remove 
some remaining myths and uncertainties 
about swing mechanics. 

Length and accuracy 
Although records show that about 30 yards 
separate the tee shot length of players 
from 50 years ago with today, little, if 
anything, can be credited to improved 
swing knowledge. Also, if we took the 
great players of the 1960s – Palmer, 
Player, Nicklaus and company – I doubt 
there would be any difference at all. A 
comparison with iron striking shows no 
great advance in length. The swings of 
champion players in the sixties were no 
different from those of our stars today;  

The Past, Present and Future

William Knowles
concludes his review of the history of the golf swing

Jack Nicklaus

if they played the same equipment our current modern star 
players would not outperform their mid-century predecessors.

The influence of great players on teaching trends
History shows that a new dominant superstar appears about 
every twenty to thirty years. A hundred-year list would be 
something like this: Harry Vardon; Bobby Jones; Ben Hogan; 
Jack Nicklaus; Tiger Woods. 

These are the players who contributed something to the 
teaching methods of their time, who, although not changing 
swing mechanics, influenced teaching thoughts and even 
dictated a new style during their period of dominance. Good 
examples would be Tiger Woods’ right shoulder to target 
finish or Jack Nicklaus’ high ball flight. 

They were of course only presenting their interpretation 
of the mechanics that they were exposed to. It could also be 
said that while each one of them have been influenced by their 
direct predecessors, they were also prepared to evolve and 
innovate. 

So in previous articles we have seen how the flat St 
Andrews swing of Tom Morris was eventually replaced by the 
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more upright plane and new angle of approach popularized by 
Harry Vardon to accommodate the effects of changes in ball 
technology. And the grace and balance of Bobby Jones, with 
the more sweeping motion of hickory gave way to the faster 
and more dynamic attack provided by the later wrist angle 
retention typified by Ben Hogan. Hogan’s backswing became 
even tighter after his 1948 car accident as he used his lower 
body to create more resistance.

Then between the periods dominated by Ben Hogan and 
Tiger Woods lighter equipment with larger hitting surfaces 
permitted enhanced leverage and greater clubhead speed. 
Tiger was able to use a greater body turn through the ball to 
access more physical power. The youngsters copying the Tiger 
finish removed excessive control and were fearless of poor 
contact.

The effects of lightweight materials 
The Tiger phenomenon exploded on to the scene at Augusta in 
1998. As a young man with a burning ambition to be the best-
ever golfer, he devastated both his opposition and the recently-
updated course. The day he squeezed his body into the famous 
green jacket was the day the bar was significantly raised for 
all future generations. Many seasoned tour campaigners went 
into mental retirement, suffering an inferiority attack after 
witnessing his destruction of the tournament score record 
and realising he was on a level beyond them. Tiger was the 
new age -  fit, young and bursting with energy. His success was 
based on a serious approach to fitness and what seemed to be 
a close-to-perfection all-round game. His swing was based on 
rotational mechanics, having enjoyed the effects of lightweight 
equipment from the age of two. Gone were the cut-down 
daddy’s clubs and oversize grips used by previous generations; 
the young Tiger had specially-developed shaft lengths, weights 
and head designs. What a huge benefit to development and the 
chances of another thousand Tigers in the future!

The teaching profession
How much have the world’s teaching associations contributed 
to swing innovation? How good would Bobby Jones have been 
without the magical effects of watching his teacher Stewart 
Maiden’s rhythmical swing as an eight-year-old child? Would 
a young Jack Nicklaus have learnt the most important aspect 
of swing mechanics without Jack Grout`s steady hand lightly 
holding his hair? And would the swing corrections applied 
to Nick Faldo in his earlier days have succeeded without the 
technical backup of guru teacher David Leadbetter? We will 
never know.

Although there can be no doubt that good tuition will 
help any golfer to learn a sound swing the teacher cannot 
make something out of what is not there. A certain amount of 
aptitude is necessary. Or, as Bernard Cooke would often say: 
‘You can’t make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear’.

Ben Hogan, Lee Trevino and Sam Snead were independent 
learners and built their swings through trial and error. ‘The 
secret lies in the dirt’, Ben Hogan would say. Such players were 
not dependent on a teacher. A mishit shot or poor round would 
not be analysed by a team of specialists; they were on their own 
and their swings are easily equal to anything we have today.  

At the risk of sounding patronising I have to say that 
a teacher is not an inventor; they are a communicator of 
information, using advice that has been passed on through 
the ages. It could be that they are able to get their ideas across 
better than other colleagues, or that their message may have 
been presented in a book or other media. We can probably fill 
several books with the names of teachers who would qualify 
in this category. Yet although they and the teaching world’s 
contribution to the development of the game’s popularity is 
without question we cannot give them the status of inventors. 
They made no fundamental discoveries. 

                           Scientific contribution
The first comprehensive scientific study 
available to the public was published as 
a book in 1968. The Search for the Perfect 
Swing, by Cochran and Stobbs, was based 
on scientific measurement and observation. 
It provided the teaching world with an 
objective view of golf swing mechanics. 
Expert scientists in physics, ballistics and 
human biomechanics conducted tests 
over a six-year period, covering many 
mechanical aspects of the swing; they even 
investigated such themes as swing balance 
and rhythm. 

Some of the details may have been 
simplified to make the text more intelligible 
to the layman, but no books up to this date 
had provided such objective information 
for all types of golfers. The book destroyed 
a number of myths and old wives’ tales; 
it showed there was no such thing as a Tiger Woods

the history of swing
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still head in the course of a swing, for instance. The authors 
used both mechanical and human models to explain swing 
mechanics and reminded us that a model with human joints 
needed a far more complex analysis. Although expertly done, 
with a credible model machine, the important conclusions 
remained based on a study of common swing factors of 
the top-class players, as they have always been. The authors 
enticed readers with the thought: ‘the more closely a man can 
base his method on the model the easier the job he’ll have in 
hitting the ball.’

The team also did many field studies of professional 
tournaments and came to some interesting conclusions. As 
with our modern players, length off the tee was found to be 
more important than accuracy: ‘overall tee distance counts for 
more than straightness.’ Another test disproved a commonly-
held claim that American professionals putt better than 
British ones. It indicated that American superiority lay in 
swing methods, based on better teaching. It was one of the few 
books cherished by the engineer Karsten Solheim, founder 
of the Ping Corporation. Many other technical books would 
use its findings for reference such as Ralph Maltby’s excellent 
series on clubmaking, dating from 1972. 

More importantly it set the climate for the next generation 
of swing theory. Facts replaced guesses; teaching thoughts 
became more systematic and logical.

Another positive consequence of Alastair Cochran’s Search 
for the Perfect Golf Swing was the establishment of the World 
Scientific Congress on Golf (WSCG) which was inaugurated 
at St Andrews in 1990. Held every four years it brings together 
scientists, teaching professionals and manufacturers to discuss 
the latest scientific developments in the world of golf. 

Future teaching thoughts
Considering if it may be some time before the next human 
phenomenon arrives to raise the bar of golfing excellence, we 
could evaluate some of the potential areas where the teaching 
profession might improve in the meantime. I list only two; 
there are many more: 

1. Technical language should be reduced. The golf swing is 
difficult to do, but not difficult to understand. Very little verbal 
information can be retained in brain cells in swinging a club for 
less than two seconds, while trying to overcome the instinctive 
reactive need to hit the golf ball. The great woman athlete and 
golfer of the fifties Babe Zaharias had a very succinct way of 
putting it when she would complain about being ‘all fouled up 
in the mechanics of the game’. 

Along with a reduction of technical vocabulary greater 
care should be applied in the use of hackneyed language. ‘Hit 
it with the follow through’ would appeal to many, but leave 
others perplexed. ‘Don’t hit at it’, might make some players 
come to a grinding halt before contact. The pro out there in 
the field has to communicate better to his or her pupils.

2. Teachers should take advantage of improvements in golf 
psychology, such as stress management, altering mental states, 
sleep learning, guided imagery, split brain effects, biofeedback, 
influencing strategies and so on. Most of these techniques have 
been around since the sixties and gained some commercial 
success in the eighties. My own experience with this type of 
learning dates back to one such programme sold in the 1980s 
under the marketing name of Sybervision. It involved a top 
golfer, in this case Patty Sheehan, repeatedly performing a 
swing without commentary. The idea was to view and absorb 
pure movement as a way of implanting it in the nervous 
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system of the pupil. I liked the method, and still do. Such 
systems may be inadequate in overcoming deep-rooted swing 
habits. Nevertheless they could be used to overcome learning 
difficulties and improve athletic performance.

A final summary
Were Thomas Kincaid still alive, he would not be saying things 
too differently from 1687. Both he and Sir Walter Simpson 
seemed to think that the body turn instigates the swing. 
Ernest Jones thought that the swing, led by the clubhead, 
starts the turn. The impartial scientific book The Search for 
the Perfect Swing equivocated: ‘It will depend very much 
on the individual golfer whether he thinks primarily of the 
hub keeping the swing aligned; or of the swing of the hands 
keeping the hub aligned.’

Irv Schloss, in suggesting that the swing against the base 
(legs) creates a body turn response, effectively bridges the 
two philosophies. The different method teachers have one 
important common factor: the swinging unit through the 
ball is firm (at the wrists) with no hinging or levering, and 
absolutely fluid.

The perfect swing has already been established, and to be 
frank, the physical movement is too simple for words. The 
films of the famous through the ages show us how it is done; 
and everyone will know how a child’s ability to swing with 
flow and quality in a very short space of time can leave ‘us 
adults’ in reflective frustration. The stumbling block is what 
goes on or doesn`t go on in that five-inch space between the 
ears. 

From Kincaid to the present day. Swing and turn, turn and 
swing, or a bit of both, and oh yes, get those legs involved, says 

it all about the physical. But it will need a modern-day Freud 
or Laing to help us master those mechanics of the mind.

The final swing sequence study of 2017 US Masters 
Champion Sergio Garcia illustrates teaching concepts we have 
reviewed over the centuries.

1. Stand as you would at sword fencing, bending your knees 
a little and holding the muscles of your back firm without 
slackening, until you begin the stroke. Kincaid 

2. The take-away is one piece with the body revolving around 
the axis. There is no weight transfer. Instead pressure on the 
feet changes as the swing progresses. Schloss

3. During the pause at the top of the backswing, and there has 
to be one, you should be perfectly in balance, the upper part 
of your body should be wound against the lower part with 
your legs acting as the platform. Cooke. Your trunk should 
revolve on its own axis, with the body not swaying over the 
right leg. Simpson

4. You must neither waver up or down in bringing up the club 
and returning it down but must hold centre without bringing 
your body out of place, only changing the position of it when 
casting the weight of the body off the one leg onto the other in 
time you are bringing the club through- Kincaid

5. The swing is the action of moving a golf club to create the 
most perfect motion when striking a ball. There is only one 
thing you are permitted to use when striking the ball—THE 
CLUBHEAD. Ernest Jones

6. The hands continue on to the target, extending away from 
the swing centre. The clubhead has finally caught up with 
the line of the arms with its toe now pointing up to the sky. 
Schloss and Cooke

7. Learn to swing the clubhead through the medium of your 
hands and fingers, and eventually you will learn to trust your 
swing. Ernest JonesM

the history of swing
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William Leggat Ritchie was born in 
Aberdeen in 1884 and had a short stay as the 
Professional at Kings Links in his home city 
before learning his trade as assistant to James 

Braid at Walton Heath.
He came to prominence in Country Life on the 4th of February 
1911 when Charles Ambrose illustrated him. Ambrose’s 
comment on the back of the original drawing was ‘Ritchie’s 
run-up shot’. Bernard Darwin wrote: 

Ritchie who was for some years past worked in Braid’s 
Shop at Walton Heath is now on the point of departure to 
take up his new place as professional at Worplesdon. It is 

a fine position for a young player, but one that Ritchie has 
thoroughly earned, more especially by his excellent golf 
during the last twelve months. It will be remembered that he 
won the Assistant’s Tournament at Bushey in the autumn and 
in that competition, although Watt, Macey and one or two 
others showed themselves to be good golfers, Ritchie might 
fairly be described as being in a class by himself. He just failed 
to qualify for the News of The World tournament but played 
very well indeed in the Open Championship, having one 
especially fine round of 74. There must always be differences 
of opinion on points of style, but there are many who think 
that for grace and power combined, Ritchie’s style most 
nearly approaches perfection among the golfers of today. Mr 
Hilton has described his swing as resembling a well-oiled 
piece of machinery, and the simile is an excellent one. It is 
so easy a style that one hardly notices the great power that 
is there, for Ritchie is a hard and long hitter. At Bushey he 
showed great skill in the little pitch and run shots from his 
great master, Braid. His putting is hardly so convincing as the 
rest of his game, and he has a tendency to stab his short putts; 
nevertheless the ball seems to go in – a not unimportant 
consideration. Altogether Ritchie should have fine golfing 
future.

The 1910 finals were played at Bushey Hall, starting on the 
19th of October, and like the News of the World Tournament, 
it was a matchplay event. Ritchie defeated Willie Watt in the 
final by 5/4. As Braid’s assistant, it was perhaps only fitting that 
he should win in the year of his master’s last triumph in the 
Open. Ritchie won £21 and Watt £10/10/-. In the presentation 
speeches, WJ Todd of Perrier Water who sponsored the 
Assistants Tournament offered a purse of £50 for Ritchie to 
play the winner of the News of the World Tournament, James 
Sherlock. Sherlock subsequently declined the challenge. Phil 
Pilley in Heather and Heaven commented: 

The first of Braid’s staff to win acclaim as a competitor while 
an assistant was Aberdeen-born, Willie Ritchie. In 1910 not 
only did he win the Assistant’s event, then known as the One 
Hundred Guineas Tournament for Assistants, he finished 16th 
behind his boss in The Open at St Andrews.

The following year he was appointed Professional at 
Worplesdon, succeeding Ernest Gaudin. In the afternoon 
of the 9th of November 1912 at Worplesdon GC, Braid and 
Ritchie beat Ray and Duncan 5/4. Ritchie represented Scotland 
in 1914 and remained at Worplesdon during 1914 and 1915 
before leaving the Club early in 1916 to take up work at the 

James Braid’s Assistants   Part 2

Robert Ruddell
continues his story of the graduates from the Braid academy of excellence

Willie Ritchie
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Royal Aircraft Factory at Farnborough. Although he ceased to 
be paid by the Club he was allowed to return to his shop and 
the management of his caddies on Sundays. He returned to full 
time work as Professional in 1919, to contribute to the revival 
of the Club after the First World War. 

On the 23rd of January 1921. the Professional Golfer’s Co-
operative Association (PGCA) was formally established to deal 
with external competition that golf professionals were facing 
on prices; Willie Ritchie was one of the pioneering directors 
with Ted Ray, Jack Ross, Jimmy Thompson, George Oke and 
Bob McKenzie. In March 1922, Ritchie resigned to take up 
the position of professional at the newly-opened Addington 
GC, where Charles Abercromby had laid out the course and 
was beginning his long reign as Secretary. The Worplesdon 
members raised a testimonial fund for him capped at ten 
shillings a head and he was also presented with a clock as a 
memento of his time there, which clearly had been a happy 
one for both sides. When at Addington he had the largest shop 
run by any clubmaking professional in England. He stayed 
there until 1933 when he moved to Selsdon Park GC. Ritchie 
was an excellent clubmaker and formed a business with the 
Welsh professional JB Ross, selling Ritios brand clubs.

GK (Gus) Faulkner
Born at Walton-on-the-Hill in 1894. Gus was Max Faulkner’s 
father and began his career as a professional in 1910, when 
he became Braid’s seventh assistant at Walton Heath. Though 
he would find some time to play golf and he was soon getting 
round in the low 70s, his days were mostly spent making James 
Braid branded clubs for sale in the shop and other outlets. 
There was no such thing as a matched set; customers bought 
clubs one at a time. He was taught to sandpaper hickory shafts 

and carve wooden heads from blocks of persimmon. Heads 
would be buffed before fixing the sole and front plate. Molten 
lead would be added for weight and a coat of lead varnish 
applied. Shafts would be glued to heads, held firm with cord 
whipping and leather grips provided the finishing touch. 
Members would bring in rusty irons and expect to play with 
them the following day, the heads sandpapered clean with a 
shiny circle in the centre of the face. Caddies used to keep a 
piece of sandpaper in their pockets, too. Gus would make clubs 
every day, requiring enormous finger strength.

Gus was with Braid for five years before he enlisted for the 
Great War. He was wounded and on being discharged was for a 
time professional at Bexhill-on-Sea GC where in July 1916 his 
eldest son, Herbert Gustavus Max was born. 

On the recommendation of James Braid, Faulkner was 
engaged on trial by Pennard GC (on the Gower Peninsular) in 
1919, on almost the same terms as the previous professional, 
except that now the player must provide balls for playing 
and coaching. He was given permission by the Club to shoot 
rabbits on the course before 10am. Presumably, the members 
slept late. The course had been laid out by Braid in 1908, and 
in 1919 he was recalled for his opinion on the golf course; his 
ideas were implemented in 1920.

The following year Braid played in an exhibition match at 
Pennard with Gus, the Club’s professional. Local boy scouts 
were employed as signallers to ensure safety on the roads 
beside the course, although the Club’s historian noted that 
there was not even a bus service to the village at the time.

Faulkner’s best golfing year at Pennard was in 1922 when 
he won the Welsh Professional Championship at Rhos-on-Sea; 
he was also runner up in 1921, 1923 and 1924 and qualified for 
the Daily Mail Professional Tournament at St Andrews. Gus 
won the Western Mail £100 tournament in 1922 and 1923 and 
was runner up in 1921. In 1923, he reached the last eight of the 
News of the World Tournament and lost to the eventual winner 
Reg Wilson. Gus played in the Open on several occasions, 
finishing 28th at Royal St Georges in 1922, 33rd at Royal St 
Georges in 1928 won by Walter Hagen, and 12th at Carnoustie 
in 1931 with 303 where the winner was Tommy Armour..

Normally Faulkner asked for permission to be away 
from the Club for the Open. This was granted but he had to 
provide a substitute during his absence and was given £10 or 
so towards his expenses. He was often away from the Club 
without permission and there were many complaints from 
members. Also, they complained that he spent too much time 
on the course playing matches and coaching. At this time he 
engaged an assistant named Shaw and there was a considerable 
dispute between Faulkner and Shaw about wages. The feeling 
was such that the Club agreed they would stand by Shaw and 
if Faulkner dismissed him they would re-engage him. It was 
clear from all this that there was not a harmonious relationship 
with Faulkner and the situation was rapidly deteriorating. In 
February 1926, the Finance Committee recommended that 
Faulkner be re-engaged on new terms – wages of £2/10/- per 
week from which he had to pay his assistant. He was also to 
work on the course daily from 8 to 12 am. This must have Charles Ambrose's sketch of 'Ritchie's run-up shot'
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been a deliberate attempt to get him to resign as his wages had 
been increased from £3 to £4 per week in July 1924. Anyway, 
these terms were never put to him, at least officially, as the full 
Council at Pennard ignored the Finance Committee and gave 
him one month’s notice. Possibly as well as being dissatisfied 
with Faulkner, the Club was in financial difficulty as a new 
professional was to be advertised for at £1/10/- a week. There 
must have been some considerable bitterness in all this as it 
was stated that Faulkner be given such reference as may be 
required within reason.

Gus went from Pennard to be the professional at Bramley 
GC in 1926 and Max learned to play golf there and was soon 
helping his father in the shop. Max was made an Honorary 
Member of the Club in 1968.

Faulkner played in the Ryder Tournament at Verulam 
GC in 1928 with prize money of £500. The tournament was 
restricted to the first 24 British Professionals in the 1928 
Open Championship resident in Britain. In 1930, he made 

the final Ryder Cup trials and succeeded George Gadd as the 
Surrey Open champion. Mel captured Gus (Bramley) and Max 
(assistant at Sonning) in the News Chronicle £1000 Tournament, 
which was held at East Brighton GC in September 1937. He 
also played in the Star Tournament at Royal Mid Surrey in 
1945 with Max, whilst at Bramley.

Gus was appointed Professional of Bridport and West 
Dorset GC in 1946 and his son Max was now his assistant. In 
1949 they bought Selsey Golf Course, which they owned until 
1957 when they sold the lease to the Wickens brothers who 
developed part of the land into a Holiday Chalet Complex.

Alfred Perry
Born on the edge of a Surrey course at Coulsdon on October 
8th 1904, Perry was a two-club golfer at the age of six; his father 
had given him a brassie and niblick, and he had been forced to 
improvise and learn all the shots. Not only that, he was always 
sufficiently ambidextrous to have the beating of many a club 
golfer when playing left-handed. 

He started to learn his golf at Woodcote Park GC as a 
caddie and was an assistant at Chipstead GC and Banstead 
Downs GC where he was originally an Artisan member. Alf 
went to Malmo GC in Sweden for a season before becoming 
an assistant at Walton Heath and then joining Leatherhead GC 
in 1929.

Perry unexpectedly won the Open Championship at 
Muirfield in 1935 with strokes to spare from a field, including 
Henry Cotton the defending champion, Lawson Little, 
Macdonald Smith and Charles Whitcombe. After a start of 
69, 75 he shot into the lead with a 67 and then played a very 
steady 72 to win by four strokes and a total of 283 from Alf 
Padgham. Norman Mair wrote in the Daily Telegraph, ‘The 
longest shot among those who have won the Open at the 
home of the Honourable Company of Edinburgh Golfers 
was unquestionably England’s Alf Perry, who had a hookers 
grip that might have startled the Boston Strangler’. Alf had 
only qualified with a couple of strokes to spare. His departure 
from Muirfield was as untrumpeted as his arrival. The last 
recollection of the Championship was Alf Perry sitting on 
the station platform at Drem Junction, near North Berwick 
awaiting his train to the South. Beside him were a grip and 
comparatively slim golf bag containing his clubs with which 
he had won. Henry Cotton the deposed champion had given 
him a lift to the station, and the next morning, at 7.30 sharp, 
Perry was back on duty in his role as the club professional at 
Leatherhead GC. 

Alf was one of the shyest and most self-effacing holders of 
the title with his mind occupied with the business of a club 
professional. He was a stocky man and dressed soberly in very 
full plus fours, a waterproof jacket and large tweed cap. In 1939 
at St Andrews, he tied for third. Alf had an unorthodox swing 
and was known as ‘Slasher’ Perry due to his flailing action, 
allied to a four-knuckle grip and a very wide stance. It was 
a combination that seemed unlikely to succeed, but he had 
wonderful timing, full of confidence in hitting full wood shots Gus Faulkner
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out of bunkers.
During his playing career Perry’s successes included:

Open Championship 1935; tied third 1939
Findlater Shield - Assistants’ Championship 1924-25
Surrey Open Championship 1931-33-34-36-38
Runner-up News of the World Match Play Tournament 1932
West of England Professional Championship 1936
The Daily Mail, Yorkshire Evening News, and Dunlop 
Metropolitan Championships 1938. 
Northern Open Championship 1948. 
Played for England v Scotland 1933-36-38,Ireland 1932-33.  
Three Ryder Cup appearances in 1933-35-37. 

It was from Braid that Perry learned his accuracy from the 
tee, one of his outstanding assets. In 1938 together with Braid 
they designed three new holes at Leatherhead GC. Perry was 
called up for the Second World War in 1939. On his return 
in 1945 he discovered that during his absence, his position of 
club professional had been given to someone else. It is said he 
made his feelings known, before choosing the Manchester area 
and Reddish Vale GC for his next appointment. Alf remained 
at Reddish for three years, before returning to Leatherhead 
where he stayed until his retirement in 1972. He then went to 
live in Bournemouth. He never neglected his club members 
and remained first and foremost a club professional. He died 
in December 1974.

Alf Perry

JAMES BRAID'S ASSISTANTS
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Early Women’s Golf in the USA – Part V

Lyle Slovick
continues his history of increasingly self-confident women golfers between the wars

Marion Hollins on the seventh tee, Pebble Beach, c.1926
 Courtesy USGA, All Rights Reserved

For those who believed women could never play 
golf as well as men, it was pointed out that courses 
themselves were biased against women by virtue of 
their architecture. ‘Most courses in America were de-

signed by men’, wrote Glenna Collett Vare. ‘The holes are long, 
and steady driving of two hundred and fifty to three hundred 
yards is demanded if par is to be threatened.’1 To illustrate the 
point, the 1930 US Women’s Amateur was played on a course 
6,635 yards long, compared to 6,672 yards for the men’s US 
Open and 6,565 yards for the US Amateur that same year. 

A decade earlier, Alexa Stirling had addressed the lack 
of courses designed for women as being a hindrance to the 
development of women’s golf. She noted that although plac-
ing tees forward was the most practical solution, it did not by 
any means entirely solve the problem. ‘As women’s shots are 
always, on the average, shorter than men’s she must use less 
advantageous clubs than his, the hazards are misplaced for 

women, and generally continue so after the tees have been put 
forward.’ 2 

Margaret Curtis would contend in 1949 that men scored 
more often in the 60s because, ‘the courses as arranged for 
women are a good deal harder than the architect intended and 
relatively much harder than for men’. The crux of the problem 
was not the drive but the shot to the green and the trajectory 
of it. As she said, ‘a 7-iron for a man is quite a different shot 
from a 7-iron for a woman, in both length and trajectory’. As 
Harry Vardon maintained, lower scores do not always equate 
to greater skill, and Curtis and others were trying to make 
the same point. In her words: ‘But relatively, don’t our Good 
Girls play as fine golf as Good Men?’  Like Glenna Collett, she 
pointed out that golf courses were ‘man-made … in distinc-
tion from woman-made’, stating in 1932 that ‘women are little 
more than baggage, and very grateful we are to have been car-
ried so far!’3

Self-confident forcefulness
The women did play a fine game, and one who wished to cre-
ate her own way by designing a course especially for women 
rather than being carried along by men was Marion Hollins. 
She and her four brothers were born into a wealthy, gregari-
ous, and talented family. Her father Harry B Hollins had a seat 
on the New York Stock Exchange, and took the family to Eu-
rope often, In addition to her skill with golf, Marion became 
an accomplished horsewoman and polo player. 4  

As a young girl, her father took her with him on many 
business trips. These meetings with many financial giants pro-
vided her with keen business acumen. The contacts Marion 
made would also prove valuable to her in the future, as this 
highly motivated and energetic woman would mix the worlds 
of business and sports during her life.

Hollins became a top golfer, finishing runner-up in the 
US Women’s Amateur in 1913 at age 20, and later winning in 
1921. With help from her many contacts, she organized the 
Women’s National Golf and Tennis Club on Long Island, New 
York in 1924. The Club was totally financed by women for an 
all-woman membership. It reflected the continued difficulty 
women had in accessing increasingly congested courses. Golf 
Illustrated commented in 1920 that the ‘system of allotting 
starting times on Saturdays, Sundays and holidays has already 
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been adopted by many of the leading clubs, and on these days 
no women are allowed to play at all, or at least until after three 
o’clock in the afternoon’. 5  

The justification was that working men should enjoy their 
weekends unimpeded by women, who were free to play the 
rest of the week, when their husbands were ‘busy making 
enough money to pay the club dues’. This may have been true 
a few years earlier, the article argued, ‘but nowadays there are 
many women who are working all the week who need the rec-
reation of the links just as badly as their lords and masters’.  It 
also contended that moving women’s tees forward of the men’s 
‘to suit the woman driver in no sense makes the course a suit-
able one for women’. Women, generally lacking the strength of 
men, were required to play ‘a number of par four holes as col-
orless fives’, and ‘nothing is more humiliating, or discouraging 
to the development of a first-class game’.6 This was a situation 
Marion Hollins desired to remedy.

A major influence
Hollins travelled to England to study courses there, in her 
words to see ‘what data I could secure as a framework for my 
ideal’. She used, as her basis for judging what it would take 
for a good average woman player to get home in two shots 
on most holes, the average carry distance of Alexa Stirling’s 
drives, about 175 yards. Hollins’ goal was ‘to create a course 
that would bring out the best in women’s golf without sacrific-
ing length or hazards’.  She hired Devereux Emmett as the ar-
chitect, with Charles B Macdonald and Seth Raynor assisting 
in the plans. When finished, the Women’s National Golf and 
Tennis Club course played to 5,879 yards and a par of 74. Golf 
Illustrated wrote it would ‘greatly benefit the average woman’s 
game’, and that the player ‘will find that certain shots are being 
executed that previously she had been reluctant to attempt’.7 

The Club operated until 1941, when it was absorbed into 
what is now the Glen Head Country Club. In the interven-
ing years, Hollins kept busy with other projects. In 1922, she 
travelled to California to help recover from an illness, and 
while there met with SFB Morse, the president of the Del 
Monte Properties, owner of the Pebble Beach Golf Links. Im-
pressed with her intelligence and unbounded enthusiasm, he 
hired Hollins as his ‘Athletic Director’, a title that belied her 
many duties. She initiated the Pebble Beach Championship 
for Women in 1923, which would become a high-profile West 
Coast competition played annually into the 1950s.8

Hollins created a lasting legacy when she was granted an 
option for the purpose of forming a golf club on properties the 
company owned, which would become Cypress Point Club. 
She was the driving force in the creation of both the course 
and the Club’s membership. She and Morse had wanted Seth 
Raynor to design it, but when he died, they contacted Dr Ali-
ster MacKenzie. Her subsequent suggestion to change the 
original design of the sixteenth hole from a weak par-4 to the 
memorable par-3 we know today has become part of golf lore.9

Raynor had envisioned a short par-4 along the coastline, 
and Mackenzie kept the conservative dogleg routing which 
would require a carry of less than 200 yards over the crashing 
waves of the Pacific Ocean. Hollins disagreed; she wanted a 

par-3 over the water. ‘To give honor where it is due’, Mackenzie 
would write in his autobiography, ‘I must say that, except for 
minor details in construction, I was in no way responsible for 
the hole. It was largely due to the vision of Miss Marion Hol-
lins’. When he protested that it was an impossible carry, she 
‘then teed up a ball and drove to the middle of the site for the 
suggested green’. One of golf ’s iconic holes thus owes its exis-
tence to a woman.10

Hollins next turned her attention to creating, in partner-
ship with wealthy eastern and British friends, another course 
in 1928. Her goal was to build the best course west of the Mis-
sissippi and once again she hired MacKenzie to design it. The 
result was the Pasatiempo Golf Club in Santa Cruz, California. 
It opened on the 8th of September, 1929, with an exhibition by 
Marion Hollins, Bob Jones, Glenna Collett, and Cyril Tolley, 
the current British Amateur champion. 

She brought Ernest Jones over from England to become 
the teaching pro (a post he filled from 1930-32), and his stu-
dents included Virginia Van Wie. ‘Gino’, as her friends called 
her, practised swinging the clubhead as Jones preached: ‘Try-
ing to remember too many things kept me from winning the 
title before I did. So I forgot them and concentrated on just 
one thing – swinging the club. That’s all. Swing smoothly with 
your arms, hit the ball, and your body will take care of itself.’11  

When she broke through at the 1932 US Women’s Amateur 
she claimed ‘winning the title gave me a tremendous kick be-
cause I had worked so hard for it, and because so many friends 
believed I would win it sooner or later’.12 In a way, Hollins 
could take a small measure of credit for Van Wie’s success by 
bringing Ernest Jones to Pasatiempo. Hollins would become 
a millionaire by investing in land in the San Joaquin Valley 
where oil was later found, and she poured her fortune into Pa-
satiempo. 

However, in 1938, the disastrous consequences of the Great 
Depression wrested control of the course from her hands. An 
auto accident the year before may have contributed to her eco-
nomic downfall, since it negated her usual dynamic style, as 
she was bedridden for months. She came back to play, but her 
health declined rapidly shortly thereafter and she passed away 
in 1944. 

International team golf
A dozen years before her death, Marion Hollins had captained 
the inaugural Curtis Cup team to victory over the team from 
Great Britain and Ireland. The Curtis sisters, who had stayed 
active in the golf community since their playing days, had 
for years been trying to arrange international matches with 
England and Canada. Margaret had been part of informal 
matches against Scottish, English, and Irish players in 1905 
when eight Americans went to compete in the British Ladies’ 
Amateur. They only won a single game against the home team 
but enjoyed the competition and wanted more of it to help 
promote international friendships in the world of women’s 
golf.

Interest in an international match was revived at a 1924 
meeting of the Women’s Eastern Golf Association and became 
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Enid Wilson and Helen Hicks before the US Women's Amateur in 1931

a subject of discussion among the Association, the British La-
dies’ Golf Union (LGU) and the French Golf Union over the 
next five years. In 1927, the Curtis sisters gave the idea an-
other push by donating a cup for an international match, and 
Fanny Osgood of Boston was appointed to take up the matter 
with the LGU. The trophy, a silver bowl of Paul Revere design, 
was inscribed, To stimulate friendly rivalry among the women 
golfers of many lands. In 1928 the USGA Women’s Committee 
appointed a subcommittee to consider the idea further, but it 
was thwarted by the usual lack of funding. In 1930, Glenna 
Collett Vare took matters into her own hands and arranged 
for a group of her countrywomen to play informal matches in 
Great Britain.13  

In 1931, the LGU agreed to regular matches with the US, 
and the USGA finally decided to finance a US team and ad-
minister the competition. The series began the following year 
at Wentworth Golf Club in England, with the United States 
beating Great Britain 5½ to 3½. While it was hoped that other 
nations, including France and Canada, would eventually join 
in the match, the Curtis Cup has remained a two-sided event.

The Curtis Cup has continued to foster international com-
petition among amateur golfers and has been a motivating 
factor for young players who want to distinguish themselves 
and represent their country on an international stage (in the 
same way the men have done with the Walker Cup since 1922). 
Many talented players of that era who had their own distin-

guished, if less heralded, careers – Maureen Orcutt, Estelle 
Lawson Page, Opal Hill, and Leona Pressler Cheney among 
them – would play on the team. Glenna Collett Vare played on 
and served as Captain of four Curtis Cup teams. Vare would 
never turn professional, but one of her teammates on the 1932 
team, Helen Hicks, would be one of the first.

Women’s professional golf
Hicks began playing golf around 1925 when she went with her 
father to the golf course to caddie for him and try a few shots 
herself. Her two older brothers and an older sister were good 
at basketball, baseball, tennis, and golf, and she tried to keep 
up. Hicks became a star basketball player in high school and 
had the golf bug so badly she would sneak out of school to play, 
telling her principal she had to go to the dentist for multiple 
appointments. A friendly janitor would hide her clubs down-
stairs, but one day the principal caught her, and put an end to 
those early exits to the golf course. ‘That’s what golf does to an 
honest woman’, Hicks would later joke.14  

Hicks continued to develop her golf skill and with her flat, 
baseball-like swing, competing in as many tournaments as she 
could. A sixteen-year-old Sam Snead would caddie for her in 
her first US Women’s Amateur in 1928, the championship she 
would capture three years later at the age of 20. She earned a 
spot on the 1932 Curtis Cup team and in 1934, LB Icely of Wil-
son Sporting Goods, seeing she was a natural performer with a 
warm smile and vivacious personality, signed her to do exhibi-
tions and promote her own line of golf clubs. Hicks’ popularity 
moved Wilson to sign Opal Hill in 1938 and Helen Dettweiler 
in 1939 (who would become a Women Airforce Service Pilot 
in World War II), to travel the country promoting and selling 
clubs.15

In those years of the Great Depression, women like Helen 
Hicks were fortunate to have a job of any kind, let alone one 
that paid them for playing golf. Although the USGA continued 
to conduct its championships during that period, it was not a 
good time for the game or the nation. Approximately 1,100 
clubs belonged to the organization in 1930, but this number 
dropped to 763 by 1936.16 Between 1929 and 1933 average 
family income dropped 40%, and in the 1930s the average 
family had $20-25 to feed, clothe, and house itself each month. 
Very few could afford to play golf. 

Play by African American women
For African Americans it was even worse. ‘The Negro was 
born in the depression’, recalled one African-American man. 
It didn’t have much meaning to that section of the population 
and ‘only became official when it hit the white man’.17 Despite 
fighting a constant battle against de facto and de jure discrimi-
nation, there was still a section of the black community – pro-
fessionals in the middle upper class – that found golf and a 
way to play it. In 1925, the United Golfers Association was 
founded and conducted tournaments for black players, with 
women competing in their own National Open for the first 
time in 1930. 
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Patty Berg (l) and Glenna Collett Vare, of the 1936 US Curtis Cup team 
Courtesy USGA, All Rights Reserved

think it is equally important that you can have a will that can 
turn that dream into reality.’21

Sadly, the will and desire to win has continued to be per-
ceived as a masculine trait by many. For every step forward 
that brought women athletes acclaim in those early years, they 
were still looked upon with scepticism. Sports heroes repre-
sented ‘virility, courage, gameness’, but if the hero was a wom-
an, her qualities were judged as Amazonian in nature. Athletic 
women from the 1930s through the 1960s had few options if 
they wanted to avoid masculine and sexual stereotypes. Even 
if they participated in individual rather than team sports, they 
could be judged by men – and sometimes women – as being 
mannish, or even homosexual. This notion persists for women 
in sports, and is one male athletes do not face. As one woman 
said, ‘A female athlete is always two different people. A male 
athlete can be the same all the time’.22 

Babe Didrikson Zaharias came onto the scene around the 
same time as Patty Berg, and early in her career constantly 
struggled against the notion of being less than feminine. Her 
social standing brought on criticism along class lines as well. 
Women like Glenna Collett Vare and Marion Hollins had 
been fortunate to have the economic security to do what they 
wanted to in life. Babe, on the other hand, came from a poor 
immigrant family in Texas and certainly did not fit the mould 
of the socialite golfer.

After starring in the 1932 Olympics, winning two gold 
medals and a silver medal in track and field, she used her fame 
to tour with basketball and baseball teams across the country 

In 1937, two significant golf clubs were formed by black 
women: Washington, DC’s Wake Robin Club and the Chicago 
Women’s Golf Club. Both established a blueprint for others to 
emulate in the 1940s and beyond. Clubs like these not only 
tried to make a permanent place for black women in the world 
of golf (some were formed – ironically – because their own 
men would not allow them to play at their clubs), but were also 
active in petitioning for the desegregation of golf courses.18  

In 1939 there were close to 5,000 golf courses in the United 
States. Of those, more than 3,000 were private, 1,200 were daily 
fee and 700 municipally owned. Fewer than 20 were open to 
blacks and most of those were located either in the North or 
Midwest.19 It was a difficult task for all African Americans to 
carve out their own niche in golf, but especially so for women 
(who had to deal with the dual discrimination of colour and 
gender). Black women would have to wait until the late-1950s 
to make it into USGA championships, and the 1960s to find 
membership on the Ladies’ Professional Golf Association 
(LPGA) Tour.  

The game was ready for these women, but the attitudes and 
laws of the country had to undergo considerable change before 
they would find equal opportunity to display their talents on a 
national stage. As they continued to play and struggle for their 
civil rights on a local level, their white counterparts continued 
to keep building the game nationally. 

Transition and development
The late 1930s and early 1940s was a transitional period for 
the women’s game, as many would go from playing the game 
for trophies as amateurs to playing for money as professionals.

Two players in particular, Patty Berg and Babe Didrikson 
Zaharias, pushed the game to greater heights by introducing it 
to a wider audience, and their impact would be felt in the post-
World War II era, and across the coming decades.

Berg was a seventeen-year-old teenager when she reached 
the final of the 1935 US Women’s Amateur, losing to Glenna 
Collett Vare. Berg grew up in Minnesota and as a girl played 
football, baseball, hockey, and even tried her hand at speed 
skating. She started playing golf at age twelve on the course 
where her father was a member, Interlachen. Progressing 
quickly, she went from shooting 122 and finishing dead last 
in the 1933 Minneapolis City Championship to winning it the 
next year, and then the US Women’s Amateur five years later. 

Berg would have a stellar amateur career that included 
playing on the 1936 and 1938 Curtis Cup teams, before turn-
ing professional. A Reader’s Digest article in 1949 would re-
fer to her as ‘golf ’s best friend’ and claimed that before 1940, 
when she signed a professional contract with Wilson Sporting 
Goods, women golfers seldom remained long in the public eye. 
‘If this is changed today – and in a considerable measure it is – 
much credit can go to the little Berg girl from Minneapolis.’20  

Berg was a tireless promoter of the game, and into her old 
age kept reaching out to young and old alike with her enter-
taining exhibitions. ‘I think the greatest thing in life is to be 
able to dream, to have great aspirations’, she would say: ‘But I 
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and was paid for her athletic talents. She also found golf and 
was intrigued by it. As she told a reporter in 1933, ‘Most things 
come natural to me, and golf was the first that ever gave me 
much trouble’. She began to take lessons and practised long 
hours while working a full-time job, making it her goal to win 
the US Women’s Amateur.

She played in the 1935 Texas Women’s Amateur against top 
players to assess where she stood in her progress, and ended 
up winning. The player she beat, Peggy Chandler, resented 
women like Babe, saying before the competition began, ‘We 
really don’t need any truck driver’s daughters in this tourna-
ment’, a clear swipe at Babe’s working-class roots. There were 
many who were less than thrilled with Babe’s win, given her 
background and history of playing sports for pay. Chandler 
appealed to Joe Dey, the executive director of the USGA, ask-
ing that Babe not be allowed to ‘get away with this’.23

Exactly one day after her win, the USGA declared that 
Babe was a professional because she had taken money for play-
ing other sports. At that time, being a professional in one sport 
made you a pro in all. Didrikson could ask for reinstatement 
in five years, and then had to wait another three years to regain 
her amateur status. Bertha Bowen, a friend of Babe’s, believed 
the rich wanted to protect the game for high society: ‘I was 
just furious at those people who had been so cutting to her. 
The fact that she was poor and had no clothes did not mean 
she had to be ruled a professional.’ In fairness to the USGA, 
a precedent had been set years earlier, in 1927, when Mary K 
Browne was suspended for playing tennis for money.

Zaharias was reinstated by the USGA in 1943, and in the 
post-World War II years, she would come to dominate wom-
en’s golf, and transform the game, as it would become more 
inclusive, both in terms of class and race. It would not be an 
easy road by any means, and she once commented that, ‘I feel 
as though I have been a prisoner in this thing. I’ve been like 
that gal who fought to get the women the vote, you know, the 
one who started the battle for women’s suffrage’.  As she told 
Time magazine in 1935, ‘Good golf is not a male monopoly. 
My own case proves it’. As society continued to evolve and 
change, so would the world of women’s golf, and those who 
played it would keep pushing against the notion that men had 
a monopoly on the game, continuing the struggle begun in its 
nascent days.24
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BGCS member Lyle Slovick is a consultant for the 
United States Golf Association and this article is a 

product of his work there
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Ernest Jones Letter

I bought this cover recently and only lately realised its 
significance. It was sent to the Women’s National Golf and 
Tennis Club, Glen Head, Long Island, the first exclusive 
women’s golf club in USA, whose first pro was Ernest Jones. 
Does anyone know anything about the addressee, Kenneth 
Admiral Bird? I understand the Club was absorbed into 
Glen Head CC in 1941, closed down during hostilities and 
reopened in 1947. The letter looks as though it was posted in 
1946.
                 Jim GrayMatches against Ben Hogan

I attach a photograph of a certificate that belonged to the late 
John Glover, former Captain of Lancashire. It shows that in 
the summer of 1953, he ‘beat’ Ben Hogan by two shots. Does 
anyone know about the competition, and whether it was 
repeated with other champions?

John Holt
01254 824825 and johnholtinwhalley@gmail.com

Help Needed at Dubbieside

Lundin Golf Club, Lundin Links will be celebrating its 150th 
Anniversary next year and I have been tasked with producing 
a club history as part of our celebrations. May I appeal to 
my fellow BGCS members for any help they may be able to 
give to me. A significant problem is the lack of club minutes 
prior to 1937 (possibly put away for safekeeping at the start 
of WWII and never retrieved. All obvious places have been 
eliminated).

The Leven & Lundin Clubs share what I believe to be the 
unique feature of sharing their links between 1868 and 1909 
but starting out at opposite ends of the course. The links was 
originally laid out by Old Tom Morris; James Braid designed 
the Lundin course when the split came in 1909.

The early years of the Club and its siblings in Leven are 
well covered in Andrew Cunningham’s Clubs around Largo 
Bay, but I would appreciate any extra material that might be 
available. We hope to go to print in late 2018.

Alan Stuart
01333-632575 and alan@stuartsofbuckhaven.co.uk

Another Walker Cup

I am currently researching the first international match of 
1902 at Hoylake. Scotland played England for the Walker Cup 
until 1931 (when Ireland and Wales joined them) according 
to Farrer’s 1933 history of  RLGC. This trophy was held at 
either Hoylake or St Andrews depending on who won. I can 
find no other reference to the trophy, whether it still exists 
or where it now resides. Any help would be appreciated in 
locating its whereabouts or sourcing an image. Also, any 
information on who Walker was would be helpful.

Blyth Bell
blyth.bell@outlook.com
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Bruen was only a couple of shots over par when he was four 
up after thirteen holes. His opponent, Billy Steel from Denham 
GC, was surprised when on the fourteenth tee Bruen came over, 
shook his hand and conceded the match. He explained that if he 

went on to win his wrist would 
not stand up to much further 
play. This was a very sporting 
gesture, which saw the end of 
Bruen’s competitive golfing 
career. 

As expected, and hoped, 
Joe made it to the semi-final 
where he met Jimmy Walker. 
He played very badly in the 
morning scoring 79 and was 
lucky to be only two down. The 
golf improved in the afternoon 
but Walker was still one up 
playing the par 5 Ninth. After 
three poor shots Joe was still 
60 yards short. Walker just 
short in two chipped up to 
around six feet, the distance 
of putt he had been holing all 
day. However Joe holed his 
chip and this seemed to rattle 
his opponent who missed the 

short putt. All square again 
with three holes to play the 

advantage was again with Walker when Joe took five leaving 
Walker with another putt to win. Unfortunately for him he 
missed again. Joe hit two massive shots into the wind to find 
the seventeenth green. Walker could not match this, nor Joe’s 
4 at the last. 

In the final Joe met the veteran Bob Cochrane and was the 
favourite. He started shakily but from the fourth hole on he 
was at his best, long straight and accurate. Round in 69 he was 
six holes up at lunch. He won four of the first seven holes in the 
afternoon to win his third Amateur title. Naturally the home 
crowd went wild. Only the great John Ball and Harold Hilton 
had won more. 

St andrews was the venue for the 1958 Amateur 
Championship. There were over 500 entries which 
were reduced by regional qualifying. Joe Carr made it 
to the last four again. This time his semi-final opponent 

was an up-and-coming golfer 
called Michael Bonallack, who 
was out in 33 but only two up. 
Carr is said to have said to his 
caddie ‘we’ll be alright now,  he 
cannot handle the left to right 
wind’ in a loud enough voice 
for Bonallack to hear. Carr 
was right and as they went in 
for lunch Joe was two up. With 
drives which were as much 
as 50 yards past Bonallack he 
proceeded to move to four up 
with nine to play. The match 
remained this way until it 
ended. In the final he played 
Alan Thirwell. There was never 
much in it before lunch but to 
make his mark Joe holed for a 
3 on the Eighteenth. Thirwell 
started badly after lunch but 
winning the Sixth and Seventh 
the match was alive again. The 
quality of the golf was evident 
at the twelfth hole, a par 4. Joe 
had driven the green and his partner putted so well he was 
assured of his 3. Joe struck a real blow when he holed his putt 
for a 2. Joe drove into the ‘Coffin’ bunker on the Thirteenth and 
Thirwell’s hopes were raised again. But Joe played a wonderful 
shot on to the green. The next three holes were halved and Joe 
was the Amateur champion for the second time.

The Amateur came to Royal Portrush for the first time in 
1960. There was no need for regional qualifying as there were 
only 171 entrants, including a very large number of Irish, with 
only a few Americans. The locals were keen for a local winner 
and with James Bruen making a return to competitive golf and 
the evergreen Joe Carr they had a good chance of seeing one.

John Hanna
continues his look at the life and career of the legendary Joe Carr

The portrait of Joe Carr that hangs in the Sutton GC clubhouse
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This was to be Joe’s last time as Amateur Champion 
although he did meet Michael Bonallack in the final at Troon in 
1968. In 1961 Joe reached the quarter-finals when his opponent 
was again Jimmy Walker. Jimmy had never beaten Carr and 
it seemed every time he took the lead in this match somehow 
Carr would level the match. They were all-square coming to 
the Seventeenth. Here Carr made a rare three-putt after his 
opponent holed from some distance. At the Eighteenth Joe once 
again squared the match with a 4. At the first extra hole both 
were on the green, the Scot being nearest the hole. Somehow Joe 
three-putted again and Jimmy Walker was in the semi-finals but 
lost to an in-form Michael Bonallack on his way to win the first 
of his five Amateur Championships.

Strange to read that there were so many entries in 1962 
at Hoylake that those players with a handicap of three were 
balloted out. Consider this against the handicaps of those 
entering today. The last two champions, Bonallack and Carr 
were the favourites. In the fourth round Joe played Roger 
Chapman and this match was considered to be the match of 
the Championship. It was considered that Joe had been a lit-
tle lucky to defeat the nineteen-year-old Bruce Critchley. He 
started positively against Chapman winning two out of the first 
three holes. Suddenly Chapman began to play pin-splitting golf 
leaving himself very short putts. He played the eleven holes 
from the fourth to the fourteenth in 35 shots, seven shots under 
par. At this stage Joe was amazingly only two down. Chapman 
won on the Seventeenth when a 4 at the last would have given 
Joe a round of 68.

In 1964 Joe had once again reached the semi-finals at Ganton 
and his opponent was Michael Lunt. Joking at a party the previ-
ous evening Joe had said to Michael ‘Don’t let me go three up as 
you’ll not get them back’. After five holes Joe did go three up but 
his prediction did not hold good and by the Sixteenth he was 
one down. Michael three-putted this green to go all square and 
looked like losing the Seventeenth. A chip and a putt was good 
enough for the half. The final hole was halved. Joe had clearly 
lost some of his putting skills by this time and on missing a short 
putt at the first extra hole, he was out of The Amateur.

Joe did not feature for a few years but in 1968 he had once 
again reached the quarter-finals, the last eight players. His oppo-
nent was a rather unknown player aged 42 who had defeated 
Ronnie Shade in the previous round. He lacked the power of 
Joe but still managed to take the game to the seventeenth hole. 
So the final was everybody’s dream match: Carr v Bonallack. Joe 
was now 42 and not quite the player he had been, while Michael 
at 33 was in his prime. Joe started off with 3’s at the First and the 
Third, while Michael had his birdie 3 at the second. He also had 
a birdie at Troon’s famous par 3, the Postage Stamp. followed 
with another birdie at the Ninth. Eventually as they went in 
for lunch the Irishman was six down. Joe began the afternoon 
with another birdie 3 at the First, but this time Michael followed 
him in. The result was now fairly predictable and Joe eventually 
received a ‘dog licence’ losing by 7/6. 

At Hoylake in 1969 Joe lost on the last green in the third 
round but what a record he had. Joe continued to enter until 

1973; during that period he had played in The Amateur 26 
times; had played 119 matches; had won 96, lost 23, an 80.67% 
success rate. Only John Ball 30, Michael Bonallack 28, Harold 
Hilton 33, Robert Harris and JE Laidlay had played in more 
Amateur Championships. In 1981,  one of Joe’s golfing sons, 
John, reached the semi-finals, but he lost to Phillipe Ploujoux 
of France. Phillippe had a great putting round and went on to 
win the Championship

Joe and the Open Championship
It is strange, in a way, that Joe only played in The Open on four 
occasions. The first of these was in 1951 at Royal Portrush when 
he was aged 29. He finished in a tie for 24th place alongside 
Flory van Donck and Ernest Whitcombe on a score of 300. The 
winner Max Faulkner had a score of 285. He was the leading 
amateur in 1956 and 1958 but his best result was in 1960 on his 
favourite course, the Old Course at St Andrews. He was not the 
leading amateur on this occasion, that honour going to Guy 
Wolstenholme, who finished in sixth place with an aggregate 
score of 283 just five shots behind the winner Kel Nagle. Joe with 
a total of 285 was up among the real stars just one stroke behind 
Gary Player. It is said that the dates of The Open did not suit Joe 
as the dates clashed with some Irish Championships. 
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irish musings

For Sale

Sterling Silver statue after John Ball
Overall ht 12" (Figure 8.5" Base  3.5")

Hallmarked: Robert Hutton, London, 1895
Contact: Duane L Hayden:  duanelhayden@aol.com. 

Tel 011 (USA)- 631-683-4520(h)
PLEASE - Serious enquiries only
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Letter from America
by Brown Ale

The golf collectors society met from the 12th to 
the 14th of November at the Mid Pines/Pine Needles 
resort for its annual meeting, the fourth at that 
venue.  Sunday, the first full day of the gathering, 

may have been a travel day for some but for those already there 
it offered some tasty agenda items for collectors. Named for 
Pinehurst’s founding family, the Tufts Archives, normally closed 
on Sundays, had special opening hours for the GCS members 
to view its collection of Pinehurst related artifacts – golf and 
non-golf – along with its huge repository of Donald J Ross golf 
course design drawings and materials. The short walking tour 
included the Tufts Archives along with the golf memorabilia 
shops of Tom Stewart, and Bob Hansen and his partner Mike 
Daniels, which are museums in their own right. The two last 
mentioned gentlemen also served as the local hosts for the 2017 
Annual Meeting.  

Capping off a day chock full of golf antiques and history was 
an auction sale put on by Pacific Book Auction Galleries. Sadly, 
the auction house’s principal, George Fox, passed away two 
weeks prior to the sale. A GCS member, Fox was an antiquarian 
book expert and well-known by bibliophiles. The premier lot in 
the sale was an 1881 Major Shortspoon oil painting of Hoylake, 
which failed to find an opening bid. However frenetic bidding 
action was seen when a never-used Pirie featherball sold for 
$12,000 (plus buyer’s fee).

Monday morning, sandwiched between the annual general 
meeting and the hickory golf event (which had a few steel 
shaft players as well), were two member presentations. Dick 
McDonough, Savannah, Georgia spoke on the great American 
illustrators who often drew golf scenes for magazine covers and 
the like. His address included projected photos of illustrated 
covers from his extensive collection. Travelling all the way 
from down under, Graeme Ryan spoke authoritatively on Frank 
Stableford, creator of the tournament-scoring format that bears 
his name. The biographical book he published, written by Bob 
Edwards, came out this year and has been widely acclaimed.

The after-dinner speaker Monday evening was Sid Matthew, 
Tallahassee, Florida who shared words about his collecting 
passion – Robert Tyre Jones, Jr. Matthew is the acknowledged 
expert on the golfing life of Jones and has authored a dozen 
books on the champion and lifelong amateur. Matthew’s mes-
sage was that Jones was a bona fide hero – not just a hero in 
sport but in his whole life. To illustrate it he briefly flashed press 
clippings of a dozen ‘so-called’ sports heroes that had been 
involved in ignominious acts of bad behavior away from their 
respective sports.  For additional flavor during the dinner and 
his presentation a projector looped a file of 500 Jones photos 
onto a big screen.

 John Capers III welcomes incoming GCS President Jim Jeselnick Guest speaker Sid Matthew at the podium
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On the brief business side of the dinner the past president 
but one John Capers, III passed the President’s Medal to 
incoming President Jim Jeselnick, Chesterton, Indiana. Current 
president John W Fischer, III was unable to attend owing to 
important family priorities.

The evening’s entertainment was provided by Greg Jung of 
PBA Galleries, who ran a spirited auction of member-donated 
items. The proceeds realized from the sale are earmarked for the 
GCS Bulletin scanning project that will create a repository and 
search engine for the 47 years’ worth of Bulletins for members 
to reference. Five choice items were sold to vocal bidders. 
Another dozen items were sold through silent bidding the next 
day during the trade session. The heaviest by weight was an 
antique putting green mower, which was bought by the owner 
of the Pine Needles/Mid Pines Resort.

The GCS recently marked the sad passing of two giants in 
the golf collectibles world. Mark Emerson had assembled the 
finest collection of ephemera most had ever seen. His col-
lection of autographed golf photos and programs from the 
major tournaments was breathtaking. Mark was on the USGA 
Museum Committee and served as a consultant to one of the 
major auction houses. Lowell Schulman of Rye, New York 
had as stellar a collection as Emerson’s but his contained golf 
ceramics. Schulman, also a former member of the Museum 
Committee, donated his collection to the USGA, where it is 
now handsomely displayed in the lobby of their headquarters in 
Far Hills, New Jersey. California book collector Ron Muszalski 
passed recently. A savvy but frugal collector, he had amassed a 
6,000-book collection judiciously housed in his tiny apartment. 

Perhaps the saddest loss of all was Richie Harris, Ambler, 
Pennsylvania, a very active GCS member. Richie was an 
African-American and a very skilled golfer who played in 
every event in which he was allowed as a minority young man. 
He competed against all the greats of his era and was highly 
respected in the Philadelphia golf community. Moreover, he 
could tell endlessly fascinating golf stories to anyone who would 
sit with him and listen.  Richie was the epitome of friendliness 
and dignity, a true golfing gentleman.

Earlier this year the GCS initiated its Speaker Service, providing 
speakers free of charge to golf organizations. Yours truly was 
invited to be the dinner speaker at the centennial (centenary) 
dinner of the Northern Ohio Golf Association in Cleveland. 
Much of this year was spent promoting the service that includes 
over 40 members volunteering to speak on golf topics near 
and dear to their hearts. Roger Hill and Jim Davis partnered to 
speak to a library group in Grand Rapids, Michigan and Mike 
Hurdzan entertained a group of Ohio State University students 
at his office-cum-museum. Their course? Historical Perspectives 
of Golf Course Design and Management. 

A number of Universities offer golf-centric courses – club 
management, agronomy and turf grass science as well as 
physio/kinetic studies. The GCS is putting a program in place 
to attract those students with reduced fee memberships in 
order to attract younger members. Similarly, attractively-
priced starting memberships are now being offered to other 
historically-minded members of the Donald Ross and Walter 
Travis Societies.  

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year to you all – see you in 2018.
Brown Ale

GCS directors have recently appointed Brown Ale (a.k.a. 
Pete Georgiady) as GCS Executive Director in succession 

to Karen Bednarski, holder of the post for the previous 
fifteen years. Karen has chosen to move into another 

administrative position. Pete, 39 years in the GCS and a 
familiar face to most of their members, recently had his 
initial taste of engineering the operations of this years’ 

annual meeting – and survived. He was a good friend of 
both founders, Joe Murdoch and Bob Kuntz, and he hopes 

that as they look down from the heavenly host they are 
smiling proudly for their former protégé. 

We share their appreciation of the great work Pete does 
for both societies and wish him well in his new post.(Ed)

letter from america

 Mike Hurdzan with students of Ohio State University Brown Ale with three generations of the same family at the GCS 
AGM: Carolyn, Clara and granddaughter Gillian Alexander
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We approach the end of yet another 
glorious year in this Antipodean paradise, 
remembering some wonderfult golf and 
looking forward to keen contests with the 

Old Country in other sports. Above all we celebrate frienships  
with some of characters bred in this great country.  

With the death of Vale Professor Weston Bate OAM MA 
FRHSV at the age of 92, a passionate life force has been finally 
quelled. As a young man Weston Bate flew Lancaster Bombers 
in World War II, so young in fact he flew them before, in his 
own words, he had ‘shaved, driven a car or kissed a girl’! On 
his return to Melbourne, after the war, he read for a degree in 
History at Melbourne University and then taught history at 
Melbourne Grammar. The final ten years of his working life he 
was Professor of Australian Studies at Melbourne University. 
In his spare time he wrote two books on the history of gold 
mining in Ballarat which prompted the founding of Sovereign 
Hill, an open air museum devoted to the early gold rush days 
of Ballarat. There was also a considerable body of poetry, 
including his major work Somers.

In retirement he wrote histories of Geelong Grammar and 
Melbourne Grammar, two of Victoria’s leading private schools 
as well as a history of The Metropolitan Golf Club where he 
became C grade champion in his 91st year. He also wrote Heads 
You Win a history of Barwon Heads GC, down on the Bellarine 
Peninsula, where in 1931, Dr Alister MacKenzie was consulted 
on the layout of the course. His greatest gift was to energise all 
those whom he met, and the historical societies and golf clubs 

that he inspired across Victoria to pursue history with more 
skill, passion and tenacity. 

Born of the principle that a lot of ordinary people are fascinated 
when artisans and craftspeople openly demonstrate their 
skills and share their knowledge, Lost Trades Days are held 
at Kyneton in Victoria and Toowoomba in Queensland. The 
makers, armourers, coopers, chairmakers, silversmiths, leather 
workers, blacksmiths, lace makers and coach builders, some 
of whom are over 80, display their skills to the passing (and 
stopping for a gander) crowd. One of the most interesting for 
me is Ross Baker from Box Hill in Victoria, an ex-professional 
golfer whom I first met at in Tasmania and then again at an 
Australian Open in Sydney. With a work bench set up under 
a huge beach umbrella Ross was fashioning a hickory club 
shaft from a piece of old hickory. He is the kind of bloke who 
will talk to anyone who will listen and in listening to him I 
became aware that he was making the club for presentation 
to the Governor General of Australia – a keen golfer when he 
had some, rare, free time. In between talking to his spectators 
Ross took a couple of days to make the club which was duly 
presented. If dear reader you are interested in learning more 
Ross Baker has a Facebook page.

And so to the beach on Christmas day for prawns and Sav 
Blanc. We will toast your continued golfing health, and trust 
that your mulled wine is the optimum temperature. Stay well. 

Peter Gompertz

Vale Professor Weston Bate OAM MA FRHSV Ross Baker, master clubmaker
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Auction News

One of the most iconic golf paintings to have 
come on the market in the last few years, Charles 
Lees’ A Summer Evening on the Musselburgh Links: 
Golfers, appeared in Bonham’s Scottish Pictures 

sale in Edinburgh on the 7th of October. The artist portrays a 
group of golfers and their caddies. With many similarities to 
Lees’ St Andrews masterpiece, The Golfers, the painting is full 
of life and atmosphere. It also has an immaculate provenance 
having been exhibited at the Royal Scottish Academy in 1860, 
bought direct from the RSA by Walter Brown, subsequently 
owned by Paul Mellon, once called ‘the greatest collector 
of British art of any period’ and who in turn, gave it to an 
ancestor of the current vendor. BGCS members will no doubt 
also recall the painting as being the illustration on the front 
cover of David Hamilton’s Golf – Scotland’s Game. Despite 
these qualities, the picture did not sell at the auction, TTG’s 
correspondent reporting not a single bid. Perhaps the estimate 
of £300,000–500,000 deterred purchasers; also, the absence of 
any apparent St Andrews connection in the subject.

The Mullocks Auction of Sporting Memorabilia took place over 
the three days 17th to 19th of October at Ludlow Racecourse, 
with good numbers of buyers in the hall for the golf section 
on the final day, as well as on the live internet link. There were 
around 800 lots, of which 80% were sold, a number coming 
from the collections of late members of the Society, including 
Alan Jackson, Fred Hawtree and Sarah Baddiel. Also, a 
significant collection associated with the estate of Walker Cup 
player Geoffrey Marks, whom a number of members will have 
met in past matches against Trentham GC. It was encouraging 
to see a great number of lots selling at prices affordable to 
new and younger collectors at or around what the auctioneers 
might term ‘realistic’ estimates. So it was possible to find lots of 
multiple postcards of obscure and defunct clubs, and playable 
hickory shafted clubs at under a tenner an item. Likewise, 
cards of interesting personalities and good-quality refurbished 
hickory clubs seemed to be available for prices that compared 
well with the market. 

A number of the higher-priced paintings did not sell, 
including a Westward Ho! Shortspoon (est £5000–£6000), 
and a Partridge watercolour of Hunstanton est £1200–£1500. 
However a William Wells oil of Westward Ho! did sell on 
estimate at £3000 (£3000–3500) and a watercolour of the Elie 
course, signed SSS, created some excitement, at £1460 (£150–
250).

Within clubs, the better items went at or above estimates, 
including a long-nose lofted wooden niblick by Park from 
around 1890 at £700 (£400–600), a long-nose putter by 
Sandison of Aberdeen from c.1880 at £550 (£400–600) and 
a Donald Ross putter, from his time at Dornoch, at £290 
(£200–300). However a Carrick cleek from around 1860 went 

for a bargain £650 (£800-1000). Star item was an aluminium 
mallet-headed putter by Ross of Newport, used by John Ball 
for his last win in the Amateur Championship, against Abe 
Mitchell at Westward Ho! in 1912, which went for £1800 
(£1800-2000). 

The section on Programmes had some interesting lots 
that sold well, including a rare one for the 1946 Open 
Championship, signed by the winner, Sam Snead at £1200 
(£1000-1500), and those for the 1933 and 1937 Ryder Cups at 
Southport and Ainsdale at £1400 and £1000 (each est £1200-
1500). A complete run of postwar Ryder Cup programmes 
from 1949–2016 went for £1000 (£1000–1200) while that 
for the 1971 Walker Cup, signed by both teams, from the 
collection of Geoffrey Marks, (who played in the match) went 
for what seemed a bargain £85 (£80–100).

Elsewhere, there were some lots of whimsical appeal, 
including a Scotty dog advertising a North British ball at 
£400 (£400-600) and some of the ephemeral items that used 
to feature in Sarah Baddiel’s books; a small collection of lady 
golfer’s items including a hair net and wooden jigsaw sold for 
£130 (£30–50). Finally, a hammer used for marking early gutty 
balls, went for an impressive £240 (£120–150)

 
Two more Shortspoon watercolours appeared in Graham 
Budd’s sale on the 13th of November. The first, titled Patience 
is a Virtue depicted Mr Cunningham and Captain James 
at Westward Ho! and did not sell.  The other, showing Our 
Secretary with Jack Morris, Mr Tweedie and Mr Amery at 
Hoylake in the early 1870s sold for £3600 (est £4000–£5000). 

Away from the specialist auctioneers, Edinburgh firm, Lyon 
and Turnbull, had two golf-related items in recent sales. A 
slightly damaged copy of Reminiscences of the Old Bruntsfield 
Links Golf Club sold for £225 against an estimate of £200–300 
and a large American silver hip flask, engraved with a figure of 
a golfer, made c1900 by William B Kerr & Co for £875 against 
an estimate of £700–1000. 

 A Summer Evening on the Musselburgh Links: Golfers 
by Charles Lees 

letter from america
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Thin End of the Wedge
-a life in golf
by
Donald Steel

In one of the appendices of this excellent autobiography, 
BGCS member Dick Verinder compares its subject, Donald 

Steel, with the greatest writer of them all, Bernard Darwin. 
Dick is a Darwin fan so the comparison is flattering. But wider 
comparisons are also appropriate: Horace Hutchinson, John 
Low, Henry Longhurst and Darwin himself, kike Steel, were 
all from comfortable middle-class family backgrounds, went 
to good schools and played in the Cambridge University golf 
team before falling into to a life of gentlemanly involvement 
with the game. 

Donald Steel’s life story covers the comfortable family 
background, sporty excellence at Fettes, at rugby, cricket and 
golf and three happy years at Cambridge. The first serendipitous 
appointment as golf correspondent of the Sunday Telegraph 
was an unexpected move, into which he established himself 
with aplomb. If anything, cricket seemed to be as important 
as golf at this stage, playing on the minor counties circuit for 
Buckinghamshire. 

Details of serious golf came later than expected as Steel was 
well into his journalistic career before he reached his playing 
peak. His first win in the President’s Putter was in 1964; the 
second in 1970 against David Marsh; and the third in 1982. 
He qualified easily with a splendid 67 in the final qualifying at 
Panmure for the Open in 1970; two years later, he led Bucks, 
Berks and Oxon to success in the county finals. 

Other chapters are dedicated, more or less chronologically, 
to other activities in this fulfilling life. The move into golf 
architecture was as unplanned as into journalism – an 
invitation from Ken Cotton to evaluate the new St Pierre 
course at Chepstow. Interestingly, this is the area by which he 
has become so well-known with innumerable international 
projects – several of the UK courses being familiar to BGCS 
members: re-laying the Jubilee course at Rye and the new build 
at Strathtyrum. His Craigielaw course at Aberlady features on 

the front dustwrapper – a satisfying return to scenes from his 
golfing schooldays in East Lothian.    

The personable side to his character is shown in a chapter 
on social golf where we have anecdotes about international 
golf with famous and not-so-famous personalities. And as 
his formal work came to a close, the account turns to other 
contributions – spells as Chairman of the BIGGA Greenkeeper 
Training Committee from 2009 to 2016, and of Golf England 
in 2008. Closely associated with the celebrity profile is his 
involvement with after-dinner speaking.  We must hope that 
in this reflective phase of his life, Donald Steel may have other 
substantial writing projects in mind. 

This autobiography is available as a 230-page hardback, 
with illustrated dustwrapper  and profuse illustrations. Printed 
in China, it is beautifully-made, properly sewn in sections in 
subA4 format suitable for displaying the many photographs 
and even, at the end, interesting items from the Steel scrapbook. 
It is available from McEwan Books for £30 plus £5 p&p (more 
for abroad). ISBN is 978-0-9547552-8-7. Fuller details are on 
rhodmcewangolf.com. Worth it.

john pearson 

Robert Hudson 
The Man Who Saved The Ryder Cup’ 
by 
Peter Fry

The first five chapters of the book look at Robert Hudson’s 
family background and his entry into the world of 

business.  He started his working life working for a Portland 
wholesale grocery company, initially as a grocery salesman. 

It not until we get to Chapter Six that we come to consider 
Hudson’s interest in golf when he heard that the local golf 
professionals were being obliged to cancel their proposed 
Portland Open Tournament because of financial problems. 
He came to the rescue, offering to underwrite the proposed 
72-hole tournament with a purse totalling $10,000. Hudson 
continued to support the Portland Open tournament over 
the next three years. These events led Hudson to attempt to 
persuade the US PGA to hold its annual championship at 


